
ROYAL MASONIC BENEVOLENT
INSTITUTION-

WE have great pleasure in announcing that at the
Committee Meeting held on Wednesday, Major

Creaton , P.G.D. in the Chair, it was resolved that
15 widows and 22 men be elected Annuitants at the Annual
Meeting on 21st May next. This increase, of 12 widows
and 10 males, it has been found possible to make in eon-
sequence of the liberality displayed by the Craft at the
last Festival. The Committee very properly consider that
where they have received so liberal an addition to the funds
it is their duty, as far as possible, to increase the number
of beneficiaries. This will now make up tho number of
annuitants to 100 widows, 130 men, and 10 widows each
of whom receives a moiety of her late husband's annuity.
We may add that there are 35 female and 33 male can-
didates to fdl tho vacancies announced above.

EGYPT CONSIDERED AS THE CRADLE
OE MASONRY.

IT is rather remarkable that few or no attempts have
been made by learned Masons to trace the history

of speculative Masonry back to its original sources. It
would seem that writers upon the mysteries of the Craft
have hitherto restricted themselves to a narrow survey of
the Order as it has existed from time immemorial in
Europe, and it is only the more daring of these who have
ventured to trace Masonic history to the time of the
building of Solomon 's Temple. Yet, as we pointed out in
a recent article, the history of tho Craft stretches back into
a past so remote, that the civilisation of the Jews looks
juvenile beside it. Practical Masonry is identified with
the ancient history of Egypt ; and its speculative doctrines,
there is reason to believe, are derived from the remarkable
people who founded a monarchy on the banks of the Nile
5,000 years ago. A diligent search of the tombs, temples
and palaces of that land of wonder and science would
undoubtedly afford us a rich mine of information in
reference to those ancient mysterios in which the priest-
hood alone were initiated. That these mysteries were, as
we have elsewhere stated , merely moral and scientific
truths concealed, under the form of symbols, from the
eyes of the vulgar, there can now be no reason to doubt.
We learn that they were divided into two grand divisions,
the greater and the lesser ; in each of these there were ten
grades, and all aspirants, with the excep tion of the king,
had to ascend step by step, and were required to give
proof that their lives were virtuous and truthful . The
lesser mysteries are supposed to have embraced the pure
sciences, and the student, while passing through them , was
initiated into the secrets which were symbolised in the
forms of the numerous gods of Egyptian theology. The
greater mysteries, no doubt , contained the clue to the real
meaning of the strange story of Osiris, and gradually lead
the learner up to the pivot, upon which the whole vested ,
the grand idea of a supreme Architect of the Universe,
m wnoso omnipotence the whole hierarchy of gods was
absorbed. The legend of Osiris is one of the most remark-
able in the whole range of human tradition , and it wo aid
seem that it played a most important part in the religious
theories of the Egyptians. This great teacher is said to
have been a god, who took upon himself the form of a man

for the purpose of teaching the elements of science and
civilisation to the human race. He was the son of Nepthe
and Sep, and when he was born the people were startled
by hearing a loud voice crying in the air, " The Lord of all
the Earth is born." Later in history he was known to the
Greeks as Bacchus, who is the centre around which tho
mysteries of " Dionysius " are clustered. The wife of
Osiris was Isis, who, in the Egyptian theology, propounds
the riddle, to which , so far as we know, no satisfactory
answer has yet been given—"I am all that is, and my veil
hath no man lifted." Some writers have asserted , with
much show of reason, that Isis represented the Earth and
its fertilising princi ples, while Osiris was the Sun, or the
male principle of p-oneration. Ho was called the good ,
or "the manifester of good," " the opener of truth ," and
was generally believed to bo full of goodness and truth.
He was known as the " President of the West ," as the
" Lord of Abyclos." Others called him the " Lord of the
World ," the " Eternal Ruler," and " King of the Gods."

To this divine pair was born a son—" Horus ; " and this
triad of divinities had , by way of contrast , a persecutor
in the form of Typhon, or the principle of Evil , who
endeavoured , by every means in his power , to tempt Osiris
to his destruction. The latter devoted many years of his
life to the task of instructing and civilising the Egyptians.
He found them rude, coarse and barbarous, but under his
teaching they advanced in knowledge and in the arts of
Masonry and general science. As king of lower Egypt he
was able to enforce his benign teachings, and it is stated
that the first buildings which were reared under his di-
rections were granaries for storing the fruits of the earth.
His beneficent career was, however, cut short by the machi-
nations of Typhon, who entrapped him into a mummy
case, the first which -was seen in Egypt. Typhon had
secretly obtained the measui*e of Osiris, aud the case, which
was elegantly ornamented , was set up in a banquetting
room. When it had been sufficiently admired by all present,
Typhon declared that he in the company whom it fitted
should take it as a present. The guests all tried in suc-
cession, but it did not fit them. Osiris now entered it, and
Typhon and his conspirators immediately rushed forward
and closed the lid , upon which they poured melted lead, in
order to close it up, having firs t put in some very strong
nails. The case containing Osiris was then taken to one
of the mouths of the Nile, and cast into the sea. The
connection of this fabulous story with the observed facts
of natural phenomena is too palpable to be overlooked,
The elevation of Osiris into the great ju dge of the quick
and the dead followed as a natural consequence of the
judicial character of his rei gn on earth. In the tombs of
the Egyptians he is represented adorned with the symbols
of Eternity, receiving tho soul of the departed , while
attendant spirits weigh its good and evil deeds in the
balances.*

Another deity of the Egyptians, Pthah , was regarded as
the protector , if not the founder, of Memphis. In the
British Museum there is a full-sized figure of this god ; his
body is enveloped in a close garment , open at the top, like
a shirt ; on his head is a skull-cap, and both hands hold a
sceptre. He stands on a CUIUT , th: rmbh-m of truth , and its
face is graduated. He was known as the "Lord of Truth ,"
from whence alone all truth proceeded. He was a ijrcrtt
artif icer , and leader of all artisan intellects, and represented
the mechanical side of the great Being, in whom alone the
initiated believed. It is, however, difficult to trace any

* " Thoti art weighed in the balances, and art fonnd wanting,"
Daniol v. 27.



connection between the later or Greek mysteries and this
god, while the connection between Osiris and Dionysius,
or Bacchus, as he is commonly called, is quite clear. The
Greek legend embraces all the chief points of that of Osiris,
and the wanderings of the former are so like the career of
the Egyptian deity, that no one conversant with the facts
can doubt that Bacchus is simply Osiris in a Greek, dress.

The mysteries of speculative Masonry are clearly traced
to those of Dionysius, and holding, as we do, that these
are but a comparativel y modern rendering of the story of
Osiris, we may justly claim tho privilege of throwing hack
the origin of our Order to the commencement of Egyptian
civilisation. The brotherhood may, indeed , fairly claim
that the rites which are practised in tho modern Lodge are
faint traces of the mystic ceremonials which were familiar
to priests and kings on the banks of the Nile 4,000 years
ago.

OLD LONDON TAYERNS ASSOCIATED
WITH MASONRY.

THE New England Freemason for December last contains
a long account of some of the London Taverns

associated with the Craft prior and subsequent to its
revival in the early part of last century. Many of them
are referred to by the late Dr. Oliver, in sundry of his
Masonic works, and are mentioned likewise in Mr. Walter
Thornbury's Old and New London (London : Cassell, Petter
and Galpin). Indeed the writer in the Neiv Eng lan d Free -
mason acknowled ges he is a debtor to Entick's " Constitu-
tions," and has not improbably looked into these or similar
publications, or at all events to the sources on which they
are based, for the very interesting details which he has
collected and presented in so readable a form.

The first to which reference is made is the old " Goose
and Gridiron " in St. Paul's Churchyard . Here, we are
told in Old and New London, during the building of
St. Paul's, Sir Christopher Wren " was the zealous Master
of the St. Paul's Freemasons' Lodge, one of the most
ancient Lodges in London ," now known as the Lodge of
Antiquity, No. 2. It is added, " He presided regularly at
its meetings for upwards of eighteen years. He presented
the Lodge with three beautifully carved mahogany candle-
sticks, and the trowel and mallet which he used in lay ing
the first stone of the great cathedral in 1G75. In 1G88
Wren was elected Grand Master of the Order, and he
nominated his old fellow workers at St. Paul's, Cibber, the
Sculptor, and Strong, the Master Mason, Grand Wardens.
In Queen Anne's reign there wero 129 Lodges ; eighty-six
in London, thirty-six in provincial cities, and seven abroad."

The origin of the sign is variously explained, but the
following seems to be the most feasible account. The
" Goose and Gridiron " had previously been the "Mitre,"
a celebrated Music house, and the arms of the Company
of Musicians, " a swan with his wings expanded within a
double trcssure, counter, flory, argent," probably suspended
at the door of the " Mitre," may have been thus vulgarly
translated when the house was converted to another use.

It was at the " Appletrce Tavern," Charles Street, Covent
Garden , that in 171G four of the leading Loudon Lodges
met for the purpose of choosing a Grand Master pr o tern ,
those that joined the Appletree Lodge, being the lodges
that met at the " Goose and Gridiron ," at the " Crown,"
Parker's Lane, near Drury Lane, and at the " Rummer and
Grapes Tavern," Channel Row, Westminster. Thus the
revived Grand Lodge of England was organised at this
tavern. It appears that the brethren who held their
meetings at the " Goose and Gridiron " afterwards removed
to the " Queen 's Arms," St. Paul 's Churchyard . It was
at this latter tavera that Garrick cultivated tho City men
by attending a club here. It Avas here that Dr. Johnson
stai'ted a city club, the members of which were not to be
patriots. They are described by Boswell as " very sensible,
well-behaved men." A sixpenny card club was also
established at the " Queen's Arms," among the members
being, we are told , Henry Baldwin, who, with Gamck, the
elder Colman, and Bonnell Thornton , started the St. James 's
Chronicle , the most popular evening paper of the clay.

In September 1721 Grand Lodge met at the "King's
Arms "—perhaps in Bow-street. In March 1722 it as-
sembled at the " Fountain Tavern ," in the Strand. This
tavern in 1685 was famous as the meeting-place of the
ultra-loyal pai ty, Sir Roger Lestrange taking a leading

part in their consultations. In George II.'s reign it became
a noted resort of the Whigs. In April 1723 Grand Lodge
met at the " White Lion," Cornhill, and in September of the
same year at the " Crown," Threadneedle-street. In the
following year the meeting was held at the "Bell Tavern,"
King-street, Westminster, and in 1725 at the Devil Tavern
—or, to give it its full title, " the Devil and St. Dnnstan "
—Temple Bar, which stood next door to Child's Bank. Here
was formed the celebrated Apollo Club, presided over by
"rare Ben Jonson." The bust of Apollo is still preserved
at Child's Bank, as well as " The Welcome," which may
have been written by Jonson himself. Over the clock in
the kitchen was inscribed " Si nochmia tibi tioceat potatio
viniJioc in mane libes iterum, et f u erit medicma," which, in
the phraseology of to-day is equivalent to " Take a hair of
the dog that bit you." Swift dined at the Devil in 1710
with Addison and Dr. Garth. In 1746 the Royal Society
held its annual dinner there, and in 1752 vocal and instru-
mental concerts were given. It was demolished in 1787.

In November 1728 Grand Lodge met at the " Queen's
Head Tavern ," in Great Queen Street, Holborn ; in 1729 at
the "Three Tuns," Swithin's Alley, near the Royal Exchange ;
in June 1731 at the " Half Moon," Cheapside. Grand Lodge
met " in due form at the Castle in Drury Lane, on Thursday ,
tith June 1732, with, the Earl of Inchiquin, and other
former Grand Officers , and those of thirty-nine Lodges."
In April 1739 a meeting was held at the " Crown Tavern,"
"behind the Boyal Exchange." About sixteen sessions
of Grand Lodge were held at the " Crown and Anchor " in
the Strand, tho first being on 24th January 1760. This
was a favourite resort of Dr. Johnson. It was at this
tavern that on 8th November 1813 was held an " Especial
Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of England
according to the old constitution (Ancients)." In the follow-
ing month the union with the Grand Lodge of the
" Moderns " was accomplished, and thus was formed
"The United Grand Lodge of Ancient Freemasons of
England."

It should be added that to afford the better accommoda-
tion required for the greater numbers of brethren which
met together on the occasion of the annual " Assembly and
Feasts ," other places were chosen , such as Stationers' Hall,
Mercers' Hall, Haberdashers' Hall, &c, &c. It was the
procession of the Grand Master elect to Haberdashers'
Hall on the occasion of the Festival held there in 1741,
and a similar one in the following year, which gave rise to
the caricature and broadside referred to in our article on
"Masonic Curiosities " the week before last.

SOCIAL AND SANITARY REFORM.
THE Imperial Parliament of Great Britain has met,

and her Majesty's most gracious speech has been
read in both Houses. The measures announced to be
brought forward by the Government are pre-eminently of
a social fin d sanitary character. The speeches delivered on
Monday night, by the Home Secretary and the Chancellor
of the Exchequer, demonstrate that a great portion of the
time of the Session will have to be devoted in consider-
ing the best means and the easiest methods to secure
improvements in the dwelling houses of the poorer
classes both in town and country. The death-rates
in Liverpool, London , Manchester, Glasgow and other
large towns and cities have been so great—produced from
fever and other sad and melancholy diseases—that it has
become an imperative duty on the part of the executive
government of the country to come forward and legislate
for the people, and rescue them from those baneful and
noxious influences that are decimating the whole population
and spreading misery and desolation all around.

No nobler work could any government have commenced,
and no true patriot or philanthropist can hesitate to give
it that support and confidence that will enable it to check
the devastating and desolating power of those fever alleys,
polluted rivers, dark garrets and damp cellars that have
sent thousands to an early grave.

The value of political institutions can only be truly
estimated by the amount of security they give to health
and life. To permit property, for its own selfish ends, to
erect small cells, in which light and air are almost excluded ,
and then to name those houses, and call them the homes of
the poor, is the climax of avarice, mockery and audacity.

To remove these pestilential dens of dirt and disease



will , no doubt, be an arduous task ; yet it must be done.
Reason, right, justice and humanity must all assist wi t l i
their power and experience to stem this death torrent , which
is sweeping down the waves of time some of the best parts
of tho nation's wealth, namely the sons aud daughters of
labour. Who can wonder at the larse amount of crime
that is found committed in those cities and towns where
all sanitary laws have been neglected ? Is it possible for the
children who have been trained under these debasing
cii'cumstances to become as a rule good citizens and virtuous
members of the community ? Man, from his birth to his
grave is, to a vast extent, the creature of external and
physical influences, over which he has small power. His
constitution , his mental capabilities and his moral suscepti-
bilities are implanted in his nature at his birth ; therefore
should not society use every means to instruct , improve and
elevate the character of every child of humanity ? To
neglect to do so, is to abandon the high position which
every member of the community should take in tbe social
security of the country in which he lives. Education of
all our faculties should be the first consideration , and to
acquire in infancy the knowledge useful to ourselves and
others in maturity. It is not limited to book learning—
the learning of a useful art or trade ; the attainment by
practice of habits of industry and application ; the mas-
tering of a recreation or accomplishment favourable to
health, innocent amusement or general convenience ; all
these are alike educational acquirements, valuable, as
tending to augment individual and social happiness.

The great end of education is to place within the
reach of infancy the results of experience, to increase
individual power, to augment the good and lessen
the evil incident to humanity. A person commenc-
ing his career without previous culture is shorn of his
fair proportions. His term of existence is abridged, and
he enters upon the race of life at every disadvantage.
Hence arises the obligation imposed upon the parents,
the ties of nature bind them to the maintenance of their
otrspmng, bnt they are not less bound to piwide them with
the sources of knowledge. Without these they only give
them existence, which may be an affliction , unaccompanied
with the means to sustain it. They are placed on the stage
of life, where their moral and physical powers are stunted or
not developed, and lameness, blindness, or other infirmities
would hardly subject them to greater privations in the
enjoyments and competitions of the world.

Society as well as individuals suffer by the omission.
Education is the best branch of social policy, inasmuch as
it destroys the chief seeds of crime, want and ignorance.
Dr. Paley has forcibly remarked, that to send an uneducated
child into the world is little better than to turn a mad dojr
or a wild beast into the streets. Children so unfortunately
situated have not equal chances of happiness ; they are
mostly miserable, and often vicious, from the Avant of
training in habits of industry having not been cultivated.
It is well known that our religion, morals, language,
politics, and manners arc mostly derived from the paren tal
type. HOAV careful then fathers and mothers ought to be
io set their children good copies. They ought to know
they are soAving the seed of good or evil to unknoAvn
generations. Their Avords, precepts, and actions ; their
examples as masters, citizens, and parents will, to a great
extent, help to form the character of those by Avhom they
are surrounded As heads of families each is the founder
and governor of one of the federalic states of which the
body politic is composed, and it depends on their primary
training and rule Avhether they shall be the authors of neAv
sources of disorder and misery, or joy and benefit to
the community. Government is directly interested in the
happiness of the nation. Internal discontent, national
poverty, and civil tumult endanger its security, and impair
the resources by Avhich it is supported.

Whatever tends to make the people moral, happy, and at
mutual peace also strengthens the power of the executive
government. It has recently been asserted , that the State,
as such, has nothing to do with the moral sentiments and
religious convictions of those Avhoso best interests are in
its charge ; that their physical Avell-being should be its sole
concernment ; as if a living soul, a moral nature, an in-
tellectual being Avere no part of the constitution of man.
Such an opinion is not more opposed to the common sense
of mankind than to the deductions of reason, and is at
variance, too, with the convictions of the wisest and best
men in every age. The moral and intellectual improvement
of the people is not only one of the functions of the

crovernment, but it niArolves the very fundamental idea of
it. It is Avith these views of the responsibilit y belonging
to every statesman , no mattor of Avhat party or sect he may
belong to, that her Majesty's ministers have presented to
the nation those measures which they doom absolutely
demanded to raise the character , improve the habits, and
protect the health of the poor and needy. Here then is
an opportunity for all to strive and work together to ensure
the passing of such laws as will redeem many thousands of
our fellow creatures from despondency, disease and prema-
ture death.

TEMPLAR MASONRY.
BY BRO. WALTER SPENCER, F.R.G.S., Sec.

I 
REGARD the above heading as a misnomer, but use
it as a significant corollary of my present theme.

I proceed to make a feAv general remarks, before formulating
the postulates which I am desirous to establish, concerning
the " true historical aspect of the R. and M. Order of the
Temple."

Readers of Mr. Leckie* will have noted the conclusion of
that author, to the effect that a greater aggregate of tes-
timony has been forthcoming in evidence of the trnth of
Avitchcraft than of any other fact in history, and they will
remember that this statement is adduced to shew the
worthlessness of human evidence. A greater than he has
said, however, " there is nothing neAv under the sun," and
at the present day, the study of animal magnetism, biology,
mesmerism, clairvoyance and psychic force, is pointing Avith
plausibility to the proof that accusations of Avitchcraft had,
in a measure which we are not yet able to define, founda-
tion in fact.

I have upon this and other grounds , the hardihood to
differ from Mr. Leckie as to the aggregate value of human
evidence ; and maintain that every tradition or legend must
in some Avay be connected Avith, if not based upon , some
original truth . To bring that truth to light , and not to
demolish both rubbish and truth together, should be the
sacred task of tho historian. I flatter myself the age
AVO live in, though equal ly strong in adhesion to firs t
principles, no longer sympathises with the iconoclast
Avho could smite into fragments Avorks of Art that had
helped to develope a sense of beauty or purity in millions
of souls. We Avould not shatter the idols of history, but
reverently store them with a view to classification or study
of their structure , and to utilisation of Avhatever they can
teach.

Not on this principle has acted a recent school of
Masonic historians. Bro. Findel, Avhose intelligent sketch
of the modern ramifications of Masonry cannot be too
highly esteemed, rejects many classes of evidence as to its
antiquity and demolishes our idols, to show that Ave are but
the outcome of an old German eruild.

lhis may flatter his patriotism , but cannot fail to shock
that of Englishmen, especially of those Avho believe in
regular succession through an English channel from the
Dionysiacs and their predecessors .

There have been Avriters who assumed that Freemasonry
originated in a secret perpetuation of the mysteries of the
Templars, after the dispersion of the latter. But when
its symbolism is attentiA'ely considered in system as in
moral application, Ave find tho best of evidence—internal
evidence—of its higher antiquity. Had it arisen subse-
quently to the Christian Era, its symbolism would have
been strongly influenced , perhaps entirely moulded by
leaders, Christian in one sense or another . Concurrent
evidence from historical analogies is so strong, that I assert
without fear of contradiction , its symbols Avould have been
" the Lamb of God," " the Dove of Peace," &c, &c, as
with the Ttmplars and other orders or societies. That it
has not altogether escaped the Christian element appears
by the Saint Johns and the four crowned martyrs of our
ancient Charges, Avhich do fit Avell into the system, and
which contravene our main princi ple,"Universality." What
are our most striking symbols ? The Sun, the Moon, the
Fla ming Star !—If these do not assert their own institution
in an epoch Avhen they Avere the current embodiments of
great physical and moral truths, to Avhat can Ave ascribe
them ? They are unwarranted by any Patristic adaptation !

That there Avas some connection betAveen Freemasons and
the Templars during and on the return from the Crusades,

* Rise of nationalism.



the titles of old Templar Churches show. Those at Bologna.
Milan and elseAvhere , still bear the name " de la Mason."
Why did the Templars affect the circular plan of Archi-
tecture ? Not in allusion to the Temple of Jerusalem !
I recognise in the speech delivered by Chevalier Ramsay at
Paris in 1740 a kernel of truth , which, though encased in
error, is accompanied by some noble thoughts not umvorthy
of reproduction . It is treated by Bro. Findel Avith con-
tempt as tho " corner stone of the High Grades ," the
authority of Avhich ho rejects. Another comer stove Avas
once despised and rejected , and I think it not impossible
this may prove to be the fragment of a keystone, completing
tho Arch Avhich unites modern to ancient Freemasonry.
Ramsay said—

". . . . Political legislators have failed to found
permanent institutions . . . .  Their object being the
elevation of one nation at the expense of others, they
failed to attain universality. . . . They had not
Philanthropy for their basis. The love of country, ill-
understood , was often fatal to the lovo of Humanity. Men
are not essentially made differen t from each other by
varieties of language, of clothing, or of soil. The Avhole
world is but a great Republic, of which each nation is a
family, and each individual a child. To resuscitate and
disseminate the common promptings of human nature, our
society Avas established. We would unite enlightened men,
not by love of the fine Arts alone, but yet more by sound
principles of virtue 

Our ancestors, the Crusaders, attracted from
all parts of Christendom to the Holy Land, desired thus to
bring subjects of all nations into one brotherhood . . .

. they projected au institution Avhoso sole aim is the
union of minds and hear ts for purposes of improvement,
and Avished to found a nation of intellect 
cemented by the ties of Virtue and Science.

The Religious Orders wero established to make men
perfect Christians, the Military Orders to inspire the love
of glory, the Order of Freemasons to form men—amiable
men , good citizens, inviolate in their promises, faithful
adorers of the God of friendship, preferring virtue to
recompense 

. . . . The famous Festivals of Ceres and of Eleusis
of which Horace speaks, as AVCII as those of Isis in Egypt,
of Minerva at Athens, of Urania among the Phoenician s,
and of Diana in Scythia, had some connection with our
solemnities. In those mysteries remained many traces of
the ancient rel igion of the Patr iarchs 

. . . . The name of Freemasons should not bo
taken in a literal sense, as though our founders had been
simple artificers in marble and stone, or eccentric geniuses
who strove to bring the Arts to perfection. They were not
only clever architects who consecrated their talents to the
construction of external Temples, but also religious princes
and warriors, Avhosc aim Avas to enlighten , develope and
protect the living Temples of the Most High."

It Avill be remembered that there Avere other Crusaders
besides the Templars and the Knights of St. John, and
that the actual origin of even those orders is Oriental.

lAvill conclude by epitomising the rest of the Chevalier's
theory , Avhich, be it understood , I by no means uphold.
Ho asserted that the more enlightened of the Crusaders
entered into a mutual secret confederation , and invented
signs and pass-words, based upon Masons' symbols in
imitation of the children of Israel , Avho at the rebuild-
ing of the Temple handled their tools in conjunction
Avith implements of Avar ; that princes on return from
the Holy Land established branches of the Society ;  aud
thence he brings it to the firs t Lodge founded in Scotland
at Kilwinning. Concerning the last, his Avords have not
yet been verified. If he spoke Avithout Avarrant , then he
must be regarded as au enthusiast only, progenitor of a
host of copy ists. Many records of our operative brethren
yet store us in the face, out of the mists of the dark ages
in Scotlan d ; the cotcmporaiT existence of the Order in
England , Ramsay docs not particularise , but I am confident
that earlier traces evidencing the speculative application of
the Masonic system, exist in this country, proofs of which
Avill shortly be forthcoming.
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Quality lOd per pack, 9,3 per dozen packs.—London : AV. W. Morgan,
67 Barbican, B.C.

ROME VERSUS FREEMASONRY !
AN OLD MASONIC C0NTB0VEHSY.

ABOUT the year 1/80 general suspicions became rife
in Germany, as to Jesuitical tendencies on tho part of

certain prominent members of the " High Degrees." A
curious publication, enti tled "St. Nicaisr, a collection of
re markable Masonic Documents," excited much comment
and was replied to by a prolific writer—-the Baron Ecker
und Eckhoffen, in a Avork called " Anti-Si. Nicaise," which
was supplemented by " Achlmedcs," as volume II., and by
" Scala Algebra lca (Economica " as volume III.

Such questions were fiercely agitated in an influential
joui'na l published at Giessen, Die neuesten Belig lous begeben-
heiten," in " Die Berlinischc Monatschrift ," and elseAvhere, by
Avhich the controversy AA'as soon fanned to a flame. The prin-
cipal object of attack was one Dr. Starck, a court preacher
and Councillor, who in consequence brought an action for
libel in the Berlin courts against Messieurs Giidicke, Bies-
ter, Nicolai and others, which Avas given in his favour. In
addition to this, he launched a veritable thunderbolt in the
shape of three ponderous volumes on " Crypto-Catholicism,
Proselytising, Jesuitry, &c, the weight of Avhich ought
to have crushed his enemies. Strange to say, though
the balance of proof Avas in his favour, staunch Protestants
would not let him alone. He was set upon amongst
others, bv a lady, Madame von der Recke, Countess of
Medem (noted as an unmasker of Cagliostro) in a book
called " Something about Dr. Starch' s Defence. " This
elicited from the learned Doctor a " Something against the
Something of Madam e Von der Beche," again replied to
by her with a " Something else, &c, &c," and fblloAved
by a "Continuous Something illustrating Dr. SlarclSs affairs "
by another learned Doctor. The host of Avriters, Avho now
chimed in to the discussion pouring from the German press
a stream of pamphlets during five or six years, is appalling
to the bibliographer. Attack and defence, inuendo and
reply, accusation , rebutter and rejoinder , were prolific on each
side of the question. Charges of Illuminism, conspiracy
and necromancy were dragged in to complicate the matter ;*
tho attackers were put on their defence, Nicolai had diffi-
culty in saving his reputation in two successive "Vindi-
cations : but the one direct charge Avhich we trace home to
its mark throughout this literary tournament is that of
Jesuitry. The battle Avore itself out, and the figure ol
Starck honoured and victorious, reposed upon his laurels,
amidst various printed summaries of the controversy Avhich
bore testimony to his good faith. Nevertheless, the student
Avho has patience to study this "storm in a teacup,"
is constrained to avouch there is a villainous taint of
Jesuitry somewhere.

Let us now hear the opinion of a Avorthy German
Clergyman (Dr. Lindner) Avriting many years after the
event (Mae-Benac. Er lebet im Solme. Berlin 1818.) He
says " Biester, Nicolai and Giidicke have been much mis-
understood and pitied for their strenuous endeavours to
adduce proof of the admixture of Jesuitism even in Free-
masonry ; nevertheless the experience of our day will
rehabilitate the reputation of those German Evangelical
men. They Avere taunted with smelling Jesuitism in every-
thing, but later experience has fully proved that it was so
in this case. Witness the late Councillor Baron von Starch,
who was burled with coid , tonsure , and all that could publicly
distinguish him for a Jesuit. I deny not I could have
wished Biester to have survived to see this ; but then
he would also have been doomed to witness how this
liars'-brood had so enmeshed his own son, that he threw
himself into their arms and not only cursed the Protestant
Church but his own fa ther also. This happened at Yienna
in 1812. For long had Rome not celebrated so fiendish
a triumph! "

Nearly a century has elapsed, and notwithstanding de-
velopment of social Science and the march of Progress, we
are not prepared to say there is no lesson for us in Avhat Ave
have just read. We would return good for evil, but the
Church of Rome is our enemy still. Freemasons cannot
forget it. Verb urn sap.

* See Das grane TJngelieuer-Von Wehhrlin, also Arcliiv der Selwar *
mercy und Aufklanmg.



MASONIC RECEPTION IN THE MAURI-
TIUS OE LORD LINDSAY.

THE latest advices from the Mauritius contain a full account of
the grand Masonic reception accorded by the brethren of that

island to Bro. Right Honourable Lord Lindsay, Prov. G.M. of Aber-
deenshire, W., on the occasion of his visit for the purpose of observing
the recont Transit of Venus. Monday, the 28fch December, was the
day fixed, and oa tho evening of that day his Lordship was received
in the lemplo of tho Lodge, La Triple Esperance, in tho presence of
a large concourse of brethren . Bro. C. E. Bewsher, W.M. of the
British Lodge, presided , and on the dais were Bro. Pastor, Venerable
of La Loge La Triple Esperance, Bro. Avice, Voncrable of La Logo
La Pais, Bro. Nagle, W.M. of Lodge Friendship, Bro. Col. O'Brien,
P.M. and President of the Reception Committee, Bro. Lewison, P.M.
and other high dignitaries of the Craft, who had been nominated as
& Deputation of Honour to his Lordship. There wore also present in
tho body of the Temple many brethren who had been received at tho
several degrees of 32°, 31° and 18°, besides many members of tho
sister Lodges of tho Colony and of Lodges beyond the sea. Bro. Bewsher
having been'informed that Bro. Lord Lindsay was in waiting, directed
tho Deputation of Honour to go and meet his Lordship and escort him
to the Temple, on entering which, amid the strains of a triumphal
march specially composed for the occasion, his Lordship Avas cordially
welcomed by the presiding Brother, who presented him with an
ebony gavel, richly ornamented with chased silver, and placed him
in the chair occupied by presiding Brothers and Rulers in the Craft.
Bro. Col. O'Brien then delivered an address of welcome, in which the
congratulations of the Craft on his visit to the Mauritius wero heartily
expressed, due honour being shown to his Lordship's exalted position,
Masonic, scientific, and social. Bro. Pastor, Venerable of La Loge la
Triple Esperance, the oldest on the island, and working under the
Grand Orient of Prance, then expressed the congratulations of his
Lodge iu French, in very felicitous terms, referring to a previous
visit in 1813 of Lord Moira, Prov. Grand Master of England, on
which occasion the firs t stone of the Roman Catholic Cathedral was
laid with due Masonic honours. Bro. Avice, of La Loge La Paix, was
equally happy in his address, from which, as they may interest our
roaders, we extract the following particulars of Lord Moira's visit.

" In 1813 the Right Honourable Lord Moira, Most Worshipful Prov.
Grand Master of the United Grand Lodge of England, landed in the
Colony, on his Avay to India, and was received by Sir John Robert
Farquhar who was one of the Warden s of the Lodge " La Paix." At
that time preparation s were being made to lay the foundation stone
of the Roman Catholic Cathedral .

" On the 19th August, the Most Worshipful the Grand Master—
with the assistance of Sir Rober t Farquhar, the WW. MM. and
Officers of " La Triple Esperance," " La Paix " and the other Lodges
of the Colony, and in the presence of a most crowded assembly, laid
the foundation stone with full Masonic honours.

" The mementoes Avhich the Lodge " La Paix " possesses of Lord
Moira's visit are a silver trowel, which I now exhibit to your Lord -
ship, with which the Most Worshipful Grand Master laid the founda-
tion stone, and a magnificent portrai t of His Lordship in fall Garter
costume, which tho Lodge caused to be painted by a very distinguished
artist, and which portrait would have graced these rooms this even-
ing were it not actually being repaired. The trowel bears this
inscription.

«19th August 1813,
Presented by the Right Honourable Lord Moira aud

His Excellency Sir Robert Townsend Farquhar, on the occasion of
the rebuilding of the Catholic Church of Port-Louis,

as a token of Esteem and Affection for the
Members of the

W. L.
LA PAIX."

Bros. Bewsher of the British, and Nagle W.M. of Lodge Friendship,
added their welcome to the foregoing. Lord Lindsay then replied, in
appropriate aud elegant terms, to the several addresses, thanking him
for the very courteous and fraternal reception accorded to him, and
expressing his satisfaction at finding himself surrounded by so many
brethren of high degrees. His lordship then retired, escorted by the
Deputation, and the Lodge was closed in due form.

The brethren then sat down to a banquet served in the Salle des
Pas Perdus, Bro. Bewsher presiding, supported , on his right hand, by
the guest of the evening. The band of the 32nd Regiment played
during the repast and afterwards. After grace had been said by
Bro. the Rev. G. Mclrvine, Chaplain to the British Lodge, Bro. Sir
Chas. F. Shand, Chief Justice, proposed the firs t toast, " The Queen,
the daughter of a Mason and the mother of Masons, and the Craft ,"
which, it is needless to add, was received with the greatest
enthusiasm. Bro. Nagle then proposed " H.R.H. the Prince of Wales,
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of England , and the other members
of the Royal Family," which was similarl y received. The toast of
the evening was proposed by Bro. Bewsher, who, in the courso of his
remarks, referred in happy terms to the object of his lorship's visit,
and the partial success which had attended it. This, with tho health
of " Lady Lindsay and family," was greeted with prolonged app lause,
and briefly, but feelingly responded to by his lordship. Other toasts
followed, and at length the entertainment was brought to a conclu-
sion, the band playing the National Anthem.

HOLLOWAY 'S PILLS arc the finest medicine for dilapidated constitutions , dis-
ordered liver, biliousness and indigestion. The wonderful efficacy of this
salutary medicine, and the good effects produced on patients suffering from the
above complaints , would appear incredible if not confirmed by daily proofs of
the cures effected by them and the permanent bencnt derived froni their use.
These invaluable Pills soothe and strengthen the nervous system, p-irifv the
blood, regulate tho secretions , and invi gorate tho constitution. Disease flies
before thera. They are composed of vegetable extracts, unmixed with a grain
of any mineral or noxious substance . They may, therefore , be given with the
utmost confidence, and with perfect sn fety, to delicate females ami young
children, They cannot do Lara,

THE LATE LUKE EVANS.
FREEMASONS' PROCESSION AND FUNERAL SERVICE.

/"\N Sunday afternoou , 3rd January, a Freemasons' demonstration ,
^-' as a tribute to the memory of Bro. Lnko Evans, surgeon , of
Wakeiield-road, took place at Stalybridge. Notwithstanding tho fact
that the rain came down iu torreuts , about 100 of thu brethren ,
representing the five Lodges in tho borough, assembled at tho Town
Hall at half-past two o'clock, aud having been marshalled by Bro.
Chadwick, chief constable , they walked in procession to now St.
George's Church. There was a full chora l service, tho choir having
been augumontcd, and tbe organ was played by Bro. Josep h Travis.
Tho anthem, " Whou tho Son of man shall come in his glory," and
tho appropriate hymn—

Days and moments quickly flying,
Blend tlio living with tho dead :

Soon will you and I be ly ing
Each within our narrow bed.

wero sung before the sermon. Prayers wero road by tho Rev. H. J
Hutchiuson , tho incumbent ; tho lessons by Mr. Baker, and the ser-
mon was preached by the Rev. T. Floyd, Vicar of Holy Trinity,
Castle Hall. Ho took for his text the 8th chapter of Eoclesiastes,
and part of the 8th verse : " There is no man that hath power over
the spirit to retain the spirit ; neither hath he power in tho day of
death : and there is no discharge iu that war." Our Rev. Bro. treated
his text most eloquently, and concluded his address as follows :—He
did not feel that the pulpit was tho place to pronounce a eulogy on the
departed. HoAvever, brethren who admired and loved tho deceased
had como thero to improve the occasion of his death in a way that
they might be reminded they were liable to bo summoned from this
existence in the samo way. He could not refrain from quoting the
words of one eminent among the brotherhood of which ho was a
member. No doubt there were a great number of his companions
present, and by the courtesy of one of tho officers of the local com-
munity to which he was attached , he was put in possession of tho
expressions of an authorised member of tho body. He referred to a
letter received from tho representative of the Grand Superintendent
of the Province of Cheshire, and he would read a word or two expres-
sive of what Avas a pithy and condensed representation of tho charac-
ter of him whoso loss they deplored. In expressing his regret at
being unablo to attend the funeral , the writer said : " I have received
with much sorrow the intimation of the death of Companion Evans,
and hasten to assure yon of my sympathy with the Companions of the
North of Cheshiro on the loss they, aud indeed the whole of tho
province of Cheshiro, have sustained. I will intimate the loss to tho
Provincial Grand Superintendent (Lord do Tabley) , who is at present
in |Egypt, and I am sure that he will regret the death of our excel-
lent Companion as much as wc all do. I have tho recollection of
Companion Evans's chapter work vividly before me. It was perfect
both in manner and matter. In my rolations towards him I ever
found him courteous and forbearing, and to him is due very much of
the cordial co-operation of the North of Cheshire Chapter with the
newly resuscitated Provincial Grand Chapter. If I was not engaged
Masonically to-morroAV, it would have given mo a sad pleasure to
have paid the last honour to his memory by attending his funeral.
As it is, I must beg to be excused , but I hope that all those who have
learned so much from him, both in Masonic work and in the greater
lessons of private life aud virtue, will bo present on that occasion."
They had come there, not only to mark their respect for the memory
of the deceased, but to keep before them all through that they de-
sired to improve the occasion for themselves. Let them remember
that each one of them had to follow him, His death was so sudden
and unexpected that it should warn them to stand continually pre-
pared for their own last hour, in order that thoy might pass through
the conflict iu triumph .

According to a French contemporary, tourteen Lodged
took part in the foundation , on 23rd June 1844, of the
Grand National Lod ge of Switzerland, seated at Berne,
and known of all brethren as the Grand Lodge Alpina.
Among these Lodges may be enumerated Lodge Moclestia
cum Libertatc, iu the 0. or province of Zurich , Esperance,
Berne ; Ami fie ct Constance, Basle ; Bonno-Harmonie,
Ncufchatel, &c, &c. All still exist at the present time,
though tAA-oof them—L'Amitie, of Gene\ra, and La Reunion,
of Bex—are in a dormant condition. In 1851 the number
of Lodges had increased to 22, and of active members there
Avere reckoned to he about 1,100. Ten more Lod ges have
been constituted since 1852, but as four havo ceased their
labours, and tAVO have boon united into one, viz., La Fidelite
and La Prudence, both of Geneva , the number oH existing
Lodges is reduced to 27, and of this number, as has alread y
been pointed out , tAVO are dormant. The number of active
members is calculated at about 1,730. It should be added
that tho Book of Constitutions is similar to that of England ,
and that Grand Lodgo Alpina recognisos only tho three
degrees of Anciout Craft Masonry .

SWISS MASONRY,



REVIEWS.
All Books intended for Keview should be addressed to the

Editor of The Freemason's Chronicle, 67 Barbican, E.C.

Notes on the Scientific and llelig ious Mysteries of Antiquity ;  the
Gnosis and Secret S'cJtoots 0/ f he Middle Ages; Modern llosicrucianism,
and the various Kites and Degrees of Free and Accepted Masonry.
By Johu Yarker jun., P.M., P.M.K.M., P.Z., P.G.C., and M.W.S.
K.T. and R.C., K.T.P., &c, &c. London : John Hogg, 15A Pater-
noster Row, and Richard Spencer.

WE have read this volume with tho utmost care, and with all tho
patieucc wc could command, yet the result, AVC fear is, in a certain
sense, unsatisfactory. We confess, with shame bo it said, that wo
are but littlo nearer a comprehension of the author's object or uieauing
than wo were at tho outset, when wc had not yet scanned a single
line of his most elaborate essay. We regret this exceedingly.
Whether it proceeds from a natural incapacity on our part to receive
enlightenment, or whether the author's power of explaining himself
is less considerable than so vast a subject demands, it would ill
become us to say. We are for the moment lost in tho profbundest
depth s of Mysticism and Gnosticism aud llosicrucianism, and whether
it be possible for us to recover ourselves is, thus far at least, a
mystery. Tho old familiar " Facilis descensus Averm, &c, naturally
occurs to us in such a dilemma. At all events AVO are in the position ,
somewhat irreverently described by one or more persons of unknown
merit, of a newly wed couple at the end of tho marriage service.
We are " in amazement " at the course of study AVO have just gone
through.

In justice to tho author wo should state that, iu his preface, ho
Avarns his readers against accepting this as a complete work upon
tho subject, it is but " the avant garde to pioneer the way for a larger
corps of facts." This, so far as the small volume before us is con-
cerned, is eminentl y satisfactoiy. Had it been meant to servo as
a complete and exhaustive treatment of " Speculative Freemasonry,"
we imagino that speculative Masonry would have fared somewhat ill
as regards any clear exposition of its mysteries. Many of our readers
no doubt aro familar with tho appearance, if not with tho contents, of
the old Dolphin editions of the Classics. Take our old friend Horace
or Virgil, as a case iu point. The text is so surrounded on all sides
by a Latin paraphrase and annotations—all in Latin—that it is almost
a matter of impossibility to read a single verso ot the author. A
line or two of the original in a page filled otherwise Avith "Interpreta-
tiones," " Annotationes," " Emendationos," " Varia) lectiones," aud
tho like. The mere aspect of Horace thus bosmothered was
enough to frighten our young wits away. As to getting at his
meaning, or appreciating his beauties, that was entirely out of the
poAver of the youthful student. And thus it is, we fear, with this
work on Speculative Masonry. Till we come to chapter IV., we find
here and there, as it were, a line or two of text, Avith a mass of notes,
extracts from authors, Masonic and unmasonic, eminent or otherwise,
by way of illustration. Verily—to repeat ourselves—we are lost in
utter amazement at this mode of unravelling a mystery.

Let us extract a specimen of tho author's treatment. The passage
(seo pages 52 and 53) is somewhat long, but it Avill explain tho better
the remarks we have made.

"Amongst the Physicians, Cabalists and Alchemical adepts, whose
order and doctrines were brought from Egypt, chiefly by learned
Jews, as early as the eighth century, may be mentioued Roger Bacon
(born 1214, died 1291), Albertns Magnus (born 1231, died 131-1),
Nicholas Flame), Basil Valentine (born 1114), Theophrastus Paracelsns
Bombast Von Hohenheim (born 1493, died 1541), " Monarch of
Philosophers, Prince of Spagyrists, Chief of Astronomers, Para-
doxical Physician, and Grand Master of Mechamcal Secrets.
This association of learned men, afterwards called Fire-Philosophers,
or Rosicrncians, as will be shown, had much iu common with Specu-
lative Masonry, aud was itself both speculative aud operative, or
concealed Theosophy under Alchemical jargon. The actual key to
their art and operative symbolism seems to lie in tho Emerald Tablet
of Hermes Trismogistus, as a sort of universal key to all the secrets
of nature,

"They seem to have taught that all matter consists of three
principles—Body (sulphur or mere earth) , Soul (lire or mercury),
Spirit (the essential salt). The f irst matter of all metals and sub-
stances is one f ixed something, altered only by the diversities of place
warmth and sulphurs. This something is styled mercury, or the
green lion, the serpent, and is the seed. Seminal impressions bcin"lodged in the mechanism of the earth, the fire acts thereon, and by
the watery fermentations brings everything forth, whence originallyproceeded the animal, vegetable, and mineral kingdoms ; even manhimself, agreeably to the account of Moses. The alchemical opera-
tive art seems to have consisted in the separation of this Mer cury—
soul or Avater of life—from the spirit, salt, or sperm contained in the
ore, and the purification and alteration of the earthly part. Hencethe first Avas the Woman, Wife, Queen or Moon (Lnnar), the secondthe Man , Husband, King, Sun (Sol). This conjunction Avas indicatedby the point within a circle, as a fixed centre from which everythin»
radiates. From these principles sprang fire, air, earth , water. By
the proportionate additi on of metal in the heated alembic, at theproper degree of process, arose a nobler offspring, styled theQuintessence, or & f if th  element, also named Salama nder , I'luenix andSon of the Sun, &c, &e."

This passago occurs in tho second chapter on " Gnosticism in theMiddle Ages," and if it conveys a clear idea of that strange mysteriouscreed, all Ave have to say is, we deeply sympathise with the Gnostics.Ono sentence—or clause of a sentence—in the foregoing extract we cer-tainly admire, and what is more to the purpose, if we are not mistaken-
we seem to understand it—Avith a proviso, however. Wo mean " Tinf irst matter of all metals and substances is one f ixed something." This is
certainly definite as far as it goes, aud hud the passage ended tkre.

wo should have fully grasped its signification. Bat wo are told, in the
very next sentenco, "This something is styled Morcury, or the
green lion, the serpent, and is the seed," the consequence being that
our ideas are forthwith uusettled, or rathor utterly befogged. We
thought we had grasped a "fixed something " and it turns out to be
" Mercury, or the green lion, the serpent , and is the seed." If we are
to jud ge from the mass of notes—of Avhich the above extract is only a
part of one—which the author has collected for the purpose of illus-
trating the doctrine of the Gnostics ; wo should say tho Gnostics had
no defined idea of anything. They must have gone out of their way
to mystify everything—or why called this "something " "Mercury,
or the green lion, the serpent." Well may the author caution us
against receiving tho notes as a complete work.

Chapter III. deals with "Modern Rosicrucianism " much in the
same fashion, the result of our studies being somewhat similar. Ono
brief passage, however, caused us more than tho usual amount of
wonder. It is this : " Our French brethren state that one of tho
Templar-Kadosh degrees was invented about this time by Oliver
Cromwell, and it is believed that the Protector, desiring to be known
as the founder of Christ's kingdom upon earth, constituted himself
the head of one of the sects Avhich was acting throughout all Europe
in the veiled language." That the idiot, " Praise God Barebones,"
might have committed himself by some rash act of folly is credible.
That sensible, practical old Noll, who trusted in God and kept his
powder dry, should have done so, certainly passeth all understanding.
Oliver could bo mysterious enough, no doubt, for a pnrpose ; bnt
there was nothing mysterious about his general conduct, his acts of
government, and the like.

Chapter IV. however, makes ample amends for the mysticism
of the earlier chapters. Herein the author deals clearly and con-
secutively Avith " Free and Accepted Masonry." This portion of his
work is certainly to be commended, and we hope our readers will find
or make au opportunity for perusing it. Those, especially, who are
not " up " in the geueral history of the Craft and its various branches
and offshoots, Avill find herein plenty of good material, collated from
different sources, and strung together so as to form a very agreeable
narrative.

Wo wish Ave could have extended our approval to the Avhole volume,
for tho author's researches must have beon very laborious. He is
not, perhaps, to blame that the earlier chapters are dull and heavy.
His business Avas to collect information , and he has done so. Ho nfust
not, then, be deemed responsible if the matter thus accumulated ia
somewhat less attractive than a work by Sir W. Scott, W. M.
Thackeray, or Charles Dickens.

Text Booh of the Geog rap hy of Palestine , by John Bowes, Head
Master of the Bluecoat Hospital , Warrington. Manchester : John
Hey wood, 111 and 143 Deansgate ; and London : Simpkin, Marshall
and Co.

THIS will be found of great service to the student. The informa-
tion is very carefully selected and arranged, and tho author appears
to have consulted all the most trustworthy authorities for his facts.
There is also a neatly-drawn map of the Holy Land in the time of our
Saviour.

Notes on the Colonia l Empire of Great Britain, by John Bowes,
Third Editon , revised and corrected. London : John Kempster and
Co., 9 and 10 St. Bride's Avenue, Fleet Street.

THE student who is anxious to make himself acquainted with tho
leading facts connected Avith tho British Empire will find this text-
book of great use to him. Our colonies and dependencies arc formed
into various groups, according to the division of the world to which
they belong geographically, and in each case the extent , population,
resources, imports, and expenditure, aud mode of acquisition aro stated.

Christian Knowledge for Sunday and Day Schools, by John Bowes.
London : Educational Trading Company Limited, 9 and 10 St.
Bride's Avenue, Fleet Street.

A VEKY simple, and, therefore, very useful explanation of the Church
Catechism, with illustrations of its scope and meaning, taken from
the Bible, Prayer Book, Early Christian Writers, and other sources.

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS
All Letters and communications must be addressed to the EdAtor of

THE FKEEMASOX 'S CHRONICLE , 67 Barbica n, London, E.C.

Q.—The idea has already been suggested to us, and a series of
articles will shortly be commenced.

S. W.—Many thanks for your kind interest in our labours.
HIGH DEGKEES .—You arc thinking of the Rite of Memphis,introduced into N CAV York in 185G.
W. L. D.—" Ahiman Rezon," according to Mackcy's Lexicon of Fr ee-

masonry (London : Charles Griffin aud Co., Stationers Hall Court ,Edition 1867), " is the name of the book of Constitutions," which
was used by the Ancient Division of Freemasons, which separated
in 1739 from the Grand Lodge of England . . . .  The title
is derived from three Hebrew words : ahim, brothei-3, manah , tochoose or appoint , and rabzon , the will or law, so that it literallysignifies " the law of chosen brothers." The late Dr. Oliver , iuhis Itevelati 'j iis of a Square (London : R. Spencer, Edition 1855) ,says, " Ahiman Rezon , Help to a Brother, &c., itc, was alsopublished for the use of the seceders, aud was adopted by thoj thj fluwticul Grant! Ludge as ita Book of Constitutions."



CORRE SPONDENCE.
All Letters must bear the name and address of tho Writer, not

necessarily for upablicution , bat as it guarantee of good fai th.
We cannot undertake to return rejected communications.
We do not hold ourselves responsible for  the opinions of otir Cor-

respondents.

THE LIFEBOAT ENDOWMENT.
To the Editor of THE FREEMASON 'S CHRONICLE .

BEAK SIR AND BROTHER,—The letter of Bro. Solomon Davis, ex-
plaining his reasons for not proceeding with the proposed Endowment
Fund (the cause we must deeply regret), makes no reference to the
balance in his possession, which Avas intended as its nucleus. I hoped
to see, in your last issue, a confirmation or denial of the assertion of
" W. M." respecting tho sum of £22. Any one Avho is acquainted Avith
Bro. Davis will give him credit for great honesty of purpose, and
gratitude is eminently due to him for his former exertions. Although
not old, the chronic malady under Avhich he suffers so acutely may
in future prevent him fulfilling the duties appertaining to the project,
hence he Avould the better carry out what he has so much at heart
by relinquishing an amount of labour the necessity of the case re-
quires, and which, in all probability, would provo detrimental to his
health. Let him, therefore, relieve himself from so weighty a re-
sponsibility, by throwing his balance into your fund, and, if desired,
I am sure he would acquiesce in the proposition.

I suggest that a subscription list be opened at once, to be called
"THE FREEMASON'S CHRONICLE LIFEBOAT ENDOWMENT FUND ," and
the donations thereto paid to any branch of tho London and County
Bank, to the credit of the fund at the Aldersgate Street Branch,
where you could ' easily ascertain particulars of contributions, and
publish a list of the same each week, or as necessity demanded. This
means Avould, at least, save considerable time and expense ; and to
further the object it Avould be advisable to secure tho co-operation of
some of our Grand Lodgo officers , Avhose influence could not fail to be
successful to the movement. It is necessary to state that a boat
presented to the Lifeboat Institution, without endowment, is a burthen
upon its funds. It therefore behoves the craft to take immediate
action to relieve the institution of a task their benevolence has
imposed.

I am, Dear Sir and Brother, yours fraternally, LETS BONAC.

To the Editor of Tim FREEMASON 'S CHRONICLE .
SIR ,—I read your article on the above subject Avith much interest,

Und should be glad to find you follow it up in futuro numbers. I
feel sure that much amusing matter is to bo found in old publica-
tions, magazines, newspapers, broadsides, &c, &c, on the subject
of Freemasonry. A hearty laugh is always pleasant j especially
Avhen people take to ridiculing what they don t understand. Then
it is the initiated chuckle with delight over the glaring absurdities
of their would-be tormentors.

A day or two since I Avas reading Oliver's Revelations of a Squa re,
when the following quotation (in a foot note, p. 30) from Dean Swift
Btrnck me as likely to amuse your readers.

" As to the secret Avords aud signals used among Masons, it is to
be observed that, iu the Hebrew alphabet, there are four pair of
letters, of which each pair arc so alike that, at the first view, they
seem to be the same. Beth aud Caph, Gimcl and Nun , Gheth and
Thau , Daleth and Resch* and on these depend all their signals and
gripes. Cheth aud Thau are shaped like two standing gallowses
of two legs each ; when two Masons accost each other, one cries
Cheth, the other answers Thau, signifying that they would sooner
be hanged on the gallows than divulge the secret. Then, again,
Beth and Caph are each like a galloAvs lying on one of the side
posts, and Avhen used as above, imply this pious prayer : ' May all
who reveal the secret hang upon the gallows till it fall down.'
This is their Master Secret, generally called the Great Word.
Daleth and Resch aro like two half gallowses, or a gallows cut in
two at the cross stick at the top, by which, when pronounced , they
intimato to each other that they would rather bo half-hanged than

*, The Hebrew characters are given in the work I quote from, tut I have
omitted to give, them here, They somewhat answer Swift' s, description ,

MASONIC CURIOSITIES,

DEAR SIR AND BROTHER ,—I have read, Avith the most lively
interest, the articles and letters which have appeared iu your valuable
paper on tho subject of the Freemasons' Lifeboat Endowment Fund.
I have been much, struck Avith the fact, so clearly set forth by yon.
that our boat entails a heavy annual charge upon the noble Associa-
tion in whose custody it is. I think the Freemasons, as a body,
cannot bo aware o? this, or they would Jong since have made an
effort to raise such a sum as would make the boat free of tho
charitable donations of the public. I venture to suggest to my
brethren that this is a matter which should be toought before the
Lodges. I shall make it my business to bring it before my own
Lodge, the members of which will , I doub t not, respond heartily to
an appeal made in the cause of suffering humanity. At the proper
time I shall be prepared with my contribution towards tho fund.

I am, Sir, yours fraternally,
Great St. Helen s, E.G., 3rd February. G. J.

To the Editor of THE FREEMASON 'S CHRONICLE .

name either word or signal before any other but a Brother so as to bo
understood. When ono says Gimel , the other says Nun , then the
first again, joining both letters together, repeats three times Gimel
Nun, Gimel Nun , Gimel Nun ; by which they mean that they aro
united as one in interests, secrecv, and affection."

Among tho periodicals Avhich both abused aud amused tho Craft
in the early part ot last century Avere "T HE POST Boy " and " THK
FLYING POST." " In the former," says Dr. Oliver, in his samo work
(see noto pp. 28, 29), it is asserted that " tho Freemasons put out
a sham discovery to iuvalidato their revelations ; but the only genuino
discovery is iu c TnE POST BOY ' and the 'THE FLYING POST.'"
The Sword bearer's song, he tells us, " being read with tho abovo
explanation in view will be seen in a new and interesting light."
I subjoin tho last verse, which Dr. Oliver quotes in his note.

Then let us laugh, since we've imposed
On those who make a pother,

And cry, " The Secret is disclosed
By some false-hearted brothor,"

The mighty secret's gain'd, they boast,
From " POST BOY " and from "FLYING. POST."

I trust others Avill follow my example, aud contribute of their
reading anythiug that strikes them as specially interesting to the
Craft. Q% 0>

To the Editor of TnE FREMASON s CHRONICLE .
SIR,—Your strictures on Masonic Minstrelsy iu the last issue of

THE CHRONICLE are very j ust, and I, in common with tho writer,
think it is time that the reproach of fathering the doggrel to which
he refers should be at once removed from the Order. Strangers who
may come across a stray copy of these "lyrics " must imagine
that Ave Masons are a set of silly dogs, too much muddled
with the wine of our banquets to care for poetic excellence, and
perhaps too ignorant to appreciate literary excellence of any
sort. We have in our ranks a large array of men of letters, and
it is strange that something is not dono to improve Masonic
"poetry." Good songs, expressing tho appropriate sentiments of
the Order, set to good music, would be sure to sell. But it Avould
almost seem that neither speculative nor practical Masonry has
power to inspire the pens of our Avriters of verse. Possibly the dearth of
good songs arises in some degree from tho persistency with which we
have clung to these shreds and tatters of Grub-street. A man who might
feel inolined to pen a Arerse or two for the brotherhood no doubt remem-
bers the gusto with Avhich these things are sung, and turns from the
work Avith positive disgust. Yet, Sir, there is ample scope for tho
lyric poet in tho grand history and present objects of the Order.
The pathetic, tho hnmorons, and the t ragic abouud in the archives of
Masonry. The grave, the gay, the lively, aud the severe, might all
iu turn form the subject for a popular lyric. The social aspect of
Masonry supplies the truo basis of song, aud hero tho poot might
revel to his heart's content. " Brotherly Love," " Relief , aud
"Truth," might each form the subject of a noble poem, Avorthy of
being set to undying harmony. Of tho humorous, Burns gave us
a taste in his celebrated "Address to the Doil," but tho lines aro
only incidental , and I cannot but regret that he, a Mason, did not
writo a few verses for tho benefit of the Craft. Tho lines iu questiou
are, as yon doubtless know, as follows :—

" When Mason's mystic word an' grip,
In storm3 an' tempests raise you up,
Some cock or cat your rage maun stop,

Or, strange to tell !
The youngest brother ye wad whip

Aft' straught to hell."
The allusion here to the old belief, that when the devil Avas called

up by incautation , some sacrifice must necessarily be prepared to
avert his wrath from the wizard, is exceedingly good.

Unhappily this fragment and " The Farewell to the brethren of
St. James's Lodge, Tarbolton ," to Avhich yon refer in your article,
comprise all the contributions of this gifted Child of Genius to tho
literature of tho Craft. Trusting that an abler pou thau miue will
further ventilate this subject ,

I remain, Sir,
Yours fraternally, MEMI'HIS .

MASONIC MINSTRELSY,

To the Editor of lid; FREEMASON 'S CHRONICLE .
SIR,—Your article on the. " Archiuology of tho Craft" startled me

very much. I am au old 'Mason, and have boon accustomed to regard
tho Temp le at Jerusalem as the greatest monument of the age in
which it Avas built. 1 confess 1 never thoug ht of looking iuto the
Bible for its dimensions , but siuce reading vour article I havo done
so, and am constrained to confess that your view is the correct one.
Here, then , Sir, goes another of my early dreams '. Indeed, I have
been getting rid of so-called prejudices for the last tweaty years,
and if I go on at my present rate of progress I shall find myself like
Socrates , conscious oul y of my own ignorance. History has been
ve-Avritten since I was a boy. Geology, Avchuiology aud Philology
have become sciences of the first rank, and s ;me of my old fogy
friends are really frightened at the stead y march of those " ologies "
over the old debatable ground , and tho contiuual controversy which
rings in our cava. Of ono thing I am assured, and that is, that
Masonry is based upon the eternal truths of Nature, and must last
for ever. f am , Sir, yours fraternall y,

Chelsea, 5th February , tf ,  rj,
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THE THEATRES, &c.
COVENT GAHDEN —At 7.0, THE VIVANDIERK . At 7.13, THE

BABES IN THE WOOD.
DETJKY LANE.-At 7.0, REBECCA. At 7.30, ALADDIN,
HAYMARKET.-A FAIR ENCOUNTER , HOME and THE SERIOUS

FAMILY.
ADELPHI.-At 7.0, UNCLE TOM'S CABIN , LIEUT-COLE'S ENTER-

TAINMENT and THE CHILDREN IN THE WOOD.
PRINCESS'S —At 7.0, THE LANCASHIRE LASS and BEAUTY AND

THE BEAST.
LYCEUM.—At 6.50, FISH OUT OP WATER. At 7.15, HAMLET.
OLYMPIC—At 7.0, TWENTY MINUTES AVITH A TIGER. AT 7.30, THE

TWO ORPHANS.
STB AND .-At 7.0, INTRIGUE. At 7.20, OLD SAILORS. At 9.15, LOO

AND THE PARTY WHO TOOK MISS.
PBINCE OF WALES'S.—At 7.15, SWEETHEARTS sincl SOCIETY.
GAIETY.—AT 7.0, BENGAL TIGER. At 8.15, MERRY WIVES OF

WINDSOR. On Monday, 15th, FAST COACH AND MIDSUMMER
NIGHT'S DREAM.

GLOBE.—LADY AUDLEY'S SECRET and BLUE BEARD.
ROYALTY. -At 8, AWAKING. At 0, LA PERIOHOLE.
VAUDEVILLE —At 7.0, A WHIRLIGIG. At 7.15, OUR BOYS. At 10.

ROMULUS AND REMUS.
CHASING CBOSS.-At 7.30, MR. JOFFIN'S LATCH KEY. At 8.15,

THE NEW MAG D ALEN.
OPEEA COMIQ,UE.-At 7.30, HOUSEHOLD FAIRY. At 8.15, LADY

OF LYONS. On Monday, loth , SHE STOOPS TO CONQUER.
COTJBT.-At 7.30, DREADFULLY ALARMING. At 8, MAGGIE'S SITUA-

TION. At 9, BRIGHTON.
ALHAMBBA.-At 7.0, THE TWO BONNYCASTLES. At 7.15, WHIT.

TINGTON.
OBITEBION.-LES PRES SAINT GERVAIS, &c.
AMPHITHEATRE, HOLBOBN.-At 7.0, THE IRISH EMIGRANT

At 8.15, BLUE BEARD. On Moudiiy, 15th, BEAUMONT and FLET
CHER'S MAID'S TRAGEDY.

SUBEEY.-FORTY THIEVE S and THE SECRET.
PHILHABMONIC.-THE WATERMAN and THE BOHEMIAN GIRL.
HENGLEB'S CIRQUE.—At 2.30 and 7.30, LITTLE RED RIDING

HOOD.
BANGEB'S AMPHITHEATBE.—At 2.0 and 7.0. ALADDIN AND

THE AVONDERFUL LAMP.
CRYSTAL PALACE.-Opcn Daily, ANNUAL SHOW OF CANARIES

AND BRITISH AND FOREIGN CAGE BIRDS, AQUARIUM, PIC-
TURK GALLERY, Sec

POLYTECHNIC. — STAR AVATC1UNG AND THE TRANSIT OF
VENUS; THE MYSTIC SCROLL ; CHYMICAL MARVELS ; THE
ISLE OF WIGH T AND ITS LEGENDS, CONJUBINU, Ac. Open
at 12.0 and 7.0.

EGYPTIAN (LABGE) HALL.-Dr. LYNN, at 3.0 and 8.0.
EGYPTIAN HALL.—MASKELYNE AND COOKE, at 3.0 aud 8.0.
ST. GEOBGE'S HALL, Langhara Place.-Mr. and Mrs. GERMAN

REED at 8.0. Thursday and Saturday at 3 only.

NOTICE.
rnEE FilEEMASOiVS CHitOiVICLE can bo ordered of any
-*- Bookseller in Town or Country, but should any difliculty be

experienced , it Avill be forwarded direct from the Office, on receipt
of Post Office Order for the amount. Intending Subscribers should
forward their full Addresses to prevent mistakes.

Tost Office Orders to bo made payable to W. W. MOllGAN,
at Barbioau Office. Cheques crossed "London aud County."

The Terms of Subscription (payable in advance) to THE

FREKMASON 'S CHRONICLE are—

Twelve Months, Post Free £0 13 G
Six Months ditto 0 7 0
Three Months ditto 0 3 6

To the United States and France, 4s 3d per quarter, aud to
Germany, 4s Del per quarter.

Agents, f rom ivhom Copies can always he had, :—
Messrs. CURTICE and Co., 12 Catherine Street, Strand.
Mr. T. Diuscor.L, 87 Farringdon Street.
Mr. G. W. JORDAN , 1G9 Strand.
Messrs. MA R S H A L L  and SONS, 125 Fleet Street, E.C.
Mr. II. SIMPSON , 7 Red Lion Court, E.C.
Messrs. SMITH and SONS, 183 Strand .
Messrs. SPENCER and Co., 2G Croat Queen Street, W.C.
Messrs. STEEL and JONES, 4 Spring Gardens, Charing Cross.
Mr. G. TICKERS , Angel Court , 172 Straud.
Mr. H. VICKERS, 317 Straud.

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEME NTS.
Advertisers Avill find THE FREEMASON'S CHRONICLE an exceptionally

good medium for Advertisements of every class.

Per Page £8 0 0
Back Page ... £10 0 0
General Advertisements, Trade Announcements, &c. single

column, 5s per inch. Double Column Advertisements Is
per line. Special Terms for a Series of insertions on
application.

Blvth S; Hama&ea aud Deaths, 64 pu; line.

OUR OLLA PODRIDA.
WE aro not meteorological, yet haAre we a profoun d

respect for the clerk of the weather. We are equally
alive to our own shortcomings, and the facility Avith Avhich
he adapts himself to the variations of our temperament.
If Ave bluster, he returns blow on blow ; if we evince
unusual Avarmth, he waxes hot accordingly; if Ave give him
the cold shoulder, he regards us Avith consummate coolness,
and a keen dose of Nor'-Easter is the retaliation he ad-
ministers. We must have been womanish of late in our
fickle changes —varium et mutabile ; or how otherwise
account for Avind, rain, snow and sunshine, in the brief
space of one Aveek, or thereabouts ? Meantime, we are
hopeful of a better state of things.

The political campaign has opened most auspiciously.
Every one must regret that Her Majesty Avas not present
in person Avhen Parliament re-assembled for the per-
formance of its duties, and still more that the cause of hex*
absence Avas the illness of her youngest son. But, apart
from the natural disappointment thus caused, the com-
mencement of our legislative year began most favourably.
Her Majesty's speech Avas plain, but the matter it contained
prepares us for a busy Session, in Avhich the ornamental, or,
to speak more appropriately, the sensational, Avill yield the
place of honour to the useful and the practical. Already,
indeed, the Peers, at the instance of the Lord Chancellor,
have commenced dealing Avith two important measures—
a Bill to amend the Supremo Coivrt of Judicature Act, 1873,
and the Transfer of Land Bill. In the House of Commons
notices have been given that on certain days certain im-
portant measures vail bo proposed, but as yet the House
can hardly be said to have fairly settled clown to its work.
Mr. C. LeAvis, the honourable member for Londonderry,
proposed a resolution, to the effect that the issue of a new
Avrit for the borough of Stroud should be suspended,
alleging, as his reason for the motion , a very extensive
prevalence of corrupt practices at the recent elections.
The majority of the House, hoAvever, took a more lenient
view of tho case, and rejected the motion by 225 to 44 Thus
Stroud Avill shortly enjoy another election, possibly another
petition, and not improbably another vacancy in its repre-
sentation. What then ? The whole case, perhaps, re-argued
de novo. But on Thursday there Avas a nearer approach to
labour. The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved for leave
to introduce two Public Loan Acts Bills, one consolidating
and the other amending. These seem to be veiy necessary,
to judge from one remark in the Right Hon. Gentleman's
speech, that the amount of local indebtedness is already
£72,000,000, and is increasing annually by £3,000,000,
and that this is going on to all intents and purposes
without any control Avhatever by any one. Afterwards
Mr. Sclatei*-Booth moved to introduce a Bill to consolidate
and amend the acts relating to Public Health. Leave, of
course, Avas given in each case, and the Bills were read
a first time. Lord Elcho also introduced a Bill for creating
a county and municipality of London. It only remains to
add that the Marquis of Hartmgton s assumption of the
Liberal leadership Avas marked by a very thoughtful and
sensible speech on the opening night of the Session. If all
his party display the same spirit Ave may anticipate much
good will result from the new arrangement.

Outside the Avails of St. Stephen's there has been little
of an exciting character. The nearest approach to any-
thing of this kind has been a solemn deputation to the
Chancellor of the Exchequer, for the purpose of urging*
him to abolish the Income Tax. It is, perhaps, not a little
remarkable—an d Ave believe historians have discussed the
matter Avith some degree of Avarmth—that from the
earliest days doAvn to this present year of grace any sort
or kind of tax has excited infinite clamour on the part of
the tax payers. Any tax is a burden to those Avho pay it.
Of course the man AVIIO has no income will never think of
obj ecting to im Income Tax, A teetotaller is curded
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about Excise and Customs' tluties. Lacklands are mightily
indifferent to taxes on real property. Yet, in spite of all
this strange indifference, the question naturally crops up,
" How shall the Queen 's Governmeitt be carried on Avithout
money ?" We must pay interest on our National Debt, or
be nationally bankrupt. There go some twenty-six
millions. We must have an army, that costs fifteen ; and
a navy, that costs ten millions ; and a Civil Service and
a Post Office , they need twenty millions. SomehoAV Aye
require seven ty millions in ©rder to keep our house in
order. Taxes, therefore, if unpleasant to bear, are
inevitable. And , after all , the Income Tax is not heavy ;
it yields Avell , and is easily collected , even if the process of
levying and collecting it is sometimes a little inquisitorial.
Twopence in the pound is not a heavy charge, even on
moderate incomes. If AVC dispense Avith this Ave must
find for it a substitute. Will another tax give greater
satisfaction r

The Oxford and Cambridge creAvs are IIOAV in full
training for the eventful struggle on the 20th prox. Old
'Varsity oars have been up at their respective almce matres ;
Messrs. Woodgate, Willan and Darbishire at Oxford,
Messrs. Chambers and Goldie at Cambridge. Thus the
Avork of " coaching " has been prospering, and the accounts
Ave read of the work clone hold out a hope of an exciting
race. May we be there to witness it.

One or two of the proposed Cabmen's shelters have
already been opened . The scheme is likely to be a great
success. The men take kindly to the tea and coffee, and
enjoy themselves amazingly under cover. The next thing
to be done is to persuade the cab owners to give us better
vehicles—vehicles that are not stuffy, ramshackle and
cramped for room.

The rivalry of railway companies is not generally
interesting, except Avhen there is a chance of the public
profiting by it. For this reason Ave are glad the decision of
the Railway Commissioners is to all intents and purposes
in favour of the Midland. The revised railway fares -will
enable us to travel more cheaply ; and , after all, cheap and
expeditious travelling must be looked upon as the
mison d'etre of railways.

From abroad Ave hear little that is Avortli mentioning.
Russia, it seems, is someAvhat angry Avith us, that Ave will
take no fur ther part in the Brussels Congress. It is very
well for the OAvners of the big battalions to seek to amend
the laAVS of war to their own benefit and the detriment of
unhappy neutrals and belligerents, but the owner of the
most powerful navy in the Avorld is fairly entitled to differ
Avith them. One thing may comfort us. We have the
clear head and firm hand of a Derby to guide our Foreign
Office. He Avill not hurry us into a squabble, or do aught
to Avound our self-respect.

There has been fi ghting in Spain , and the young king
has undergone his baptism of fire. The accounts of Avhat
has happened are somewhat conflicting. Carlist telegrams
speak of one, if not two victories on the 3rd instant.
Madrid news tell a different tale. One thing seems toler-
ably clear. The Alphonsist army has relieved Pamplona,
ana some parts of the Carlist lines have been forced. But
there is a pause in the progress of events. Is this ominous
of good or evil to the Alphonsist cause ? We Avill ansAver
this question when the issue is clear, not before. From
France Ave hear that the Assembly has accepted, by 322 to
310, the amendment of M. Pascal Duprat, providing that
the Senate shall be elected by universal suffra ge. The vote
appears to have taken ever}7 one by surprise, and is said to
have been arrived at through the support of 30 Bonapartists
and the abstention of 50 members of the Extreme Right.
The vote, hoAvever, is not a final one. A more attractive
item of news is the reception , by the Acadeniie Francaise,
of M. Alexandre Dnraas, Avhose speech was a great success.
From the United States Ave hear that the Republicans
have been defeated in the House of Representatives. A
caucus of the Republican party Avas held on the 2Gth ult.,
Avhen it Avas determined to introduce next day the House
Civil Rights Bill , Avhose object is to make illegal the exclu-
sion of negroes from schools, colleges, churches , hotels ,
public cars, railway carriages, &c. According ly General
Butler, on the 27th , moved that the House reconsider its
resolution of last Session , referring it to the Judiciary
Committee. Had this been carried , the Bill Avould have
been again before the House, and might have been adopted ,
However, Mr. Randall , a leading Democrat , moved that
General Butler 's motion bo not taken into consideration.,

and after a Session extending over nearly " 46^ hours," tt,
motion for adjournment was carried.

The regular meeting of the Royal Masonic Benovolent
Institution for Aged Freemasons and the Widows of Free-
masons met on the 10th instant, at Freemasons' Hall,
Great Queen Street, Bro. Major Creaton, P.G.D., in the
chair. Bro. Jas. Terry, Secretary, read the minutes,
which Avere confirmed. He then announced that the
sum collected at the late Festival amounted to £6,680 13s 6'd.
4 lists had come in since, Avith the sum of £125 ; 7 lists
had yet to be received, and he hoped to be able to announce
on a future occasion that the amount would reach £6,800.
Bro. Griffiths Smith then proposed that a vote of thanks
be accorded to the R.W. The Earl of Shrewsbury and
Talbot for his able presiding at the late Festival. Bro.
J. G. Stevens proposed a vote of thanks to the SteAvards,
who had so efficientl y performed their duties. Bro.
Cutbush, of Barnet, presented a railway truck load of
shrubs to the Institute, and a vote of thanks Avas accorded
to him for his kind gift. Br. R. W. SteAvart proposed
that the SteAvards Avho acted at the late Festival be
invited to be present at the Institution on a day to
be fixed at a future date. The meeting was then
adjourned to the folloAving month. There were present
Bros. C. A. Cottebrune, T. W. White, W. R. Stewart,
C. Hogan, Hilton, L. Stean, R. H. Giraud, Griffiths Smith,
W. Stephens, J. Newton, J. Bellerby, Hyde Pullen ,
Jabez Hogg and H. M. Levy.

Our brethren in the provinces are naturally anxious to
knoAV something definite in reference to the Installation of
the Prince of Wales in the office of Grand Master. The
ceremonial is, Ave believe, fixed for April next, but more
than this we do not know at present. We hope, hoAvever,
to furnish our readers with full information sufficiently
early to enable those Avho reside in the country, and are
entitled to be present, to make the necessary preparations
for a journey to toAvn.

lhe First Report of the Commission of Inquiry into tho
Civil Service has just made its appearance. Judged by
the nature of the evidence furnished , it must fail to give
satisfaction. The method of making firs t appointments, of
regulating promotion in it, and grading it as a Avhole, Avith
the obje ct of obviating the inconveniences Avhich arise from
a difference of pay in it, the possibility of transferring men
from one Department to another, and the desirability of
employing Writers were the great questions the Commis-
sion Avere instructed to report upon. Their views are
decidedly of a sweeping nature. They advocate a con-
tinuance of the system of competitive examination, and
propose to divide the ordinary Clerks into a higher and
loAver grade. In the case of the former, hoAvever, an extra
examination in subjects of a kind that will be useful in a
Departmental sense must be undergone, and the head of a
Department Avill have the power of selecting a candidate
according as he may be useful to his particular office. The
candidate has the option of refusing to accept the election,
without prejudicing his future chance of an appointment.
The pay proposed for the lower grade is from £80 to £200
a year, for the higher £100 to £400, Avith triennial incre-
ments. In addition to such emolument,the head of a Depart-
ment may grant " duty-pay," Avhere he considers tho
nature of the work is sufficiently important to deserve it,
or the capacity of the Clerk is above the ordinary staudard.
This pay not' to exceed £200 in the higher, and £100 a
year in the lower grade. A salary above £600 is to
constitute a "staff-appointment," and here again the head
of Department is to select his man according to merit,
or he may fill up the post by the introduction of an
" outsider " if he chooses. Promotion in all cases is dis-
tinctly dependent upon merit. The employment of
Writers is tabooed. It is suggested that a floating staff
of 100 be appointed , Avho Avill be transferred wherever
their help is required. These are the main features of the
alterations proposed. Considering the extraordinary power
which Avill be given to the Heads of Departments, there
appears to be no check Avhatever upon job bery and
favouritism— two of the worst grievances under Avhich the
Service labours at present. Nor is there any general im-
provement in the prospects of the men. £400 as a limit
of " service-pay " is not equal to the present maximum in
many branches, and the "duty-pay," being dependent



hood, the crovrmng charity of the Masonic tie. I am happy
to meet in the grand council of the gathering, and sit with
yon at this festive board, to share these greetings and hospi-
talities. I feel assured that, Avhen my glass is run out, and
I shall follow the footsteps of my departed race, Masonic
sympathies Avill cluster round my coffin , and drop in my
lonely grave the evergreen acacia, sAveet emblem of a
better meeting." A pause followed the conclusion of his
speech, Avhen Bro. Parker again rose, and said :—" I have
in my possession a memento Avhich I highly prize. I Avear
it next my heart. It came from my ancestors to me as
their successor in office. It Avas a present from Washington
to my grandfather, Red Jacket, Avhen your nation Avas in
its infancy. You will be glad to see and handle it, and
I should do Avrong not to give you the opportunity." He
then drew from his bosom a massive medal, about seven
inches by five, on one side of which Avas engraved the full-
length figures of the two chiefs—Red Jacket presenting tho
pipe of peace, and Washington, Avith right hand extended, in
the act of receiving it. On the other side were the
Masonic emblems, Avith the date, 1792.

We announce, with pleasure, that Bro. H. Valleton,
London correspondent of certain French Masonic journals
will give every Monday and and Friday evening, between
9 p.m. and 10 p.m. precisely, a course of literary and
philosophical readings on the latest important additions to
high-class French literature. The series will commence on
the evening of Friday the 19th instant, with a critical
analysis of "L'Esprit Nouveau," the last Avork of
M. Edgar Quinet. Prices of admission to seats : front 2s,
back Is, side 6d ; or by monthly tickets : front 12s, back
6s, side 3s.

The annual Canary and Cage Bird ShoAV at the Crystal
Palace Avill open this day, and be continued till Thursday
the 18th instant. Past experience induces us to hope that
the exhibits this year will be at least as numerous and
attractive—possibly even more so than on any previous
occasions. We have fur ther to announce that the dates of
the third series of "National Music Meetings," which were
held over from last year in consequence of the celebration
of the Handel Festival, have been fixed by the directors.
They Avill take place from the 1st to the 10th July.

upon the judgment, and, probably, very often the caprice
of a chief, cannot be vieAvcd as a certain prospect to any
one. The disposal of so much patronage by the heads of
departments Avould embroil the Service in never ending
jealousies. Let merit be recognised by all means, but let
advancement, that must be influenced by jobbery and
toadyism, be discontinued.

The Arctic Expedition seems in a fair Avay of being set on
foot in a manner hopeful for the enterprise and Avorthy of
a countiy so eminently naval as our own. A most dis-
tinguished assemblage of notables met on Monday evening
last, in the Theatre of the University of London, to hear an
important paper, bearing on this interesting subject , by
Admiral Sir J. H. Richards. The Chairman, Sir Heniy
RaAvlinson, pointed out the impetus Avhich the Royal
Geographical Society had given to the undertaking. It is
most gratifying to find, from the remarks he made, that the
Government have Avarmly approved the suggestions made
to them by that society, and have given orders for the
fitting out of tAVO vessels, the "Discovery " and the
"Alert " for the expedition. The neccssaiy preparations
are now being earned out at Portsmouth , under the
experienced supervision of Sir Leopold M Clintock. The
command of the vessels will be placed in the hands of

•officers specially selected. As regards detail, there appears
to be a Avonderi'ul completeness. Zoologists and botanists
Ihave been appointed, and it is expected that a geologist
"will be added. The expedition is expected to start in May
or June, and Admiral Richards expresses some hope of the
North Pole itself being reached. Science has done much
to facilitate such an undertaking since the days of Parry
and Franklin, and she -will doubtless be enriched by the
results of an expedition so thoroughly equipped as the
present is likely to be.

The borough of Stroud has attained considerable notoriety
of late, and has this Aveek been distinguished by an inquiry
in the House of Commons. Within seven months it enjoy ed
the excitement of four elections, each of which Avas, Avith
marvellous regularity, petitioned against, on the grounds
of corrupt practices. Reasons sufficient to call for its dis-
franchisement appear to have existed in some hon. members'
minds, and Mr. Charles Lewis moved in accordance Avith
these vieAvs. But eventually the Member for Londonderry
found himself in an unmistakable minority. Thus Stroud
has the opportunity of shoAving that it is "never too late
to. mend." We hope she will avail herself of the chance.

A ball in aid of the benevolent fund of" Hanlcy Lodge,"
No. 797, Avas given last Aveek at the Subscription Rooms,
Dartmouth, and Avas very successfu l, about 150 being
pi'esent. The steAvards Avere Bros, the Rev. John Hnyshe
P.G.M., L. P. Metham D.P.G.M., Colonel Ridgway
P.P.G.S.W., Major C. Seale Hayne P.P.S.G.D., A. NeAv-
man, P.P.G.S.D., H.Bridson 310, T. L. Prinsep P.P.S.D.C.,
H. G. Beachey P.M. 1158, John T. Goodridgc W.M. 1358,
Thomas Perry P.M. 1402, W. H. Goodridge W.M. 797,
W. G. Ellis P.M. 797, B. H. Prescott P.M. 797, F. A.
Dawson P.M., The Rev. Robert Bowden P.M., W. G.
Vowles P.M. 103, Captain Westhead S.W. 710, John
Hurrell Treasurer 797, R. A. Fowler R.N. 161, A. H. Dendy
1358, H. L. Toll 797, and J. Luke. The ball room Avas
very tastefully decorated , and brilliantly lighted. The
orchestra Avas occupied by the band of H.M.S. Britannia.

Bro. Gordon, of the Holboru Restaurant, announced
that on Ash Wednesday the table d'hote dinner at his estab-
lishment Avould not be accompanied by the usual selection
of music.

At a Masonic banquet held some time since in Chicago,
Illinois, Bro. Ely S. Parker, a chief of tho Six Nations,
spoke in the most eloquent terms of the rapid disappearance
of his race, his OAvn forlorn condition , and his having
sought a home and sympathy among the brotherhood
"I knocked," said he, "at the door of the Bine Lodere,
and found brotherhood around its altar. I Avent before the
great light in the Chapter, and found companionship
beneath the Royal Arch. I entered the encampment and
found there, valiant sir, Knights Avilling to shield me here
without regard to race or nation. I Avent further. I knelt
at the Cross of my Saviour, aud found Christian brother.

THE DRAMA.
Tho Lancashire Lass—Uncle Tom's Cabin—The

Royalty—Ash Wednesday.
I^ROM now. until Easter Monday there will bo littlo stirring in

the dramatic world. A few revivals of stock pioces may bo
expected , to eko out tho expiring season, but no importan t theatrical
eveut is at all probable. At the PUI .VCKSS'S Ave havo already to
chronicle the revival of Byron's popular drama, The Lancashire Lass.
This play, produced at the Queen 's Theatre a year or two sinco, con.
tains some powerful situations, aad is altogether a move masculine
piece of workmanship than any of that gentleman 's more recent pro-
ductions. Miss Lydia Foote has been selected to enact tho heroine,
and Mr. Emery, Mr. Belmove, Mrs. Alfred Mellon and Mr. Terris
continue to give strength and efficiency to the cast.

At the ADELI'HI also an old piece has been put np, which to many
will have all tho charm of novelty ; we mean Uncle Tom's Cabin.
The story is so well known, aud has had so wide a popularity amongst
tho English people, that it is scarcely possible but that the play will
attract a largo number of people to the theatre.

Alter a long reh.che the new KOIALT V opened its doors on Saturday
30th ult., under the management of Mr. D'Oyley Carte. Comedy and
Opera Bonne, of course, form the staple of tho entertainment.
Offenbach's La I' erichole , and Mr. Campbell Clarko's Awaking, being
tho pieces selected. Iu tho latter piece Mr. W. 11. Stephens, Mr. Lin
Raync aud Miss Bessie Hollingshead , play tho most protniuent parts
whilst in the ibrmor, it need hardly bo said tha t Miss Selina Dolaro
carries off tho principal honours. She is, howovor, well supported
by Mr. Walter Fisher, Mr. Morton, and Mcsdames Verner, Leblauo
and Lasalle. The programme is a very fair one, aud is carried out
in a manner deserving of commendation.

Ash Wednesday has como and gone, giving riso to tho usua l
complaiut of tho hardship involved in the compulsory closin" of
London theatres, as it effects the theatrical emptoyes. It certainly
does seem unreasonable that a performance like Hamlet should be
prohibited at the LYCEUM , ivhilst a wretched farrago of musical
nonsense might be presented at the very same theatre without
molestation. Mr. Hollingshead this year has forwarded to the Lord
Chamberlain a formal protest against this antiquated restriction,
signed by all the artists and labourers in his employ, betweou four
and live hundred in all. We trust that the present Session of Parliament
will not be allowed to pass without soma attempt being made to
abolish this absurd law. What makes the matter more ridiculous
the theatres outside Loudon, are free from all compulsion whatever'
aud auvy indulge ia dramatic performances without let or hjatlraage,'



DIARY FOR THE WEEK.
We shall be greatly obliged if the Secretaries of the various

Lodges throughout the kingdom would favour us with a copy
of their summonses each time of issue.

SATURDAY, 13th. FEBRUARY.
108—London, Ship and Turtle, Lcadenhall-street.
173—l'lia-nix, Freemasons' Hull.

1328—Gvamte, Freemasons' Hall.
13<>l—United Service, Oircyhound , Richmond, Surrey.
112(5—Great City, Terminus Hotel , Cannon-street.
1110—Mount Edgcambo, Swan Tavern, Uridgo-road , Uattersca.

MONDAY , 15th FEBRUARY .
1—Grand Masters', Freemasons' Hall.
S—British , Freemasons' Hall.

21—Emulation , Albion Tavern , Alrtcrsjrate-street.
58—Felicity, London Tavern , i;ishops#ate-strcct.

185—Tranquillity, City Terminus Hotel , Cannon-street.
720—l'unraurc, Ralham Hotol , ISalham.
802—AVhittinston , Anderton's Hotel , Fleet-street.
001—City of London, Guildhall Tavern , Gresham-strect.
007—Royal Albert , Freemasons' Hall

115!)—Marquis Dalhousie, Froemasons' Hall.
1201—Eclectic , Freemasons' Hall.
B. A. 12—Prudence, Ship and Turtle , LcudenhaU Stroct.

61—Probity, Freemasons' Hall , Halifax.
201—Nelson of the Nile, Freemasons' Hall, Iiatley.
408—Three Graces, Haworth, Yorks.

1511—Thornhill , Masonic Room, Dearn Hotisc, Liudloy, Yorks.
R. A. 139—Paradise, Freemasons* Hal l, Sheffield.
R. A. 827—St. John's, Masonic Temple, Dewsbury.

TUESDAY, 16th FEBRUARY.
Hoard of General Purposes, Freemasons Hall , at 3.
30—United Mariners, Guildhall Tavern, Gresham Street.
73—Mount Lebanon, Bridgo House Hotel, Southward.
95—Eastern Star, Ship and Turtle, Loadenhall Street.

102—Cadogan, Freemasons' Hall.
105—Honour and Generosity, London Tavern , liishopsgatc Street.
ID I—St. Paul's, City Terminus Hotel, Cannon Street.
435—Salisbury, Freemasons' Hall.

R. A. 11—Knoch, Freemasons' Hall.
R. A. 19—Moun t Sinai, Anderton 's Hotel , Fleet Street.
R. A. 180—Industry, Freemasons' Hall.
1214—Scarborough , Station Hotel , Soothill, Batley.
1170—Chiltern , Town Hall, Dunstable.

WEDNESDAY , 17th FEBRUARY.
Genera Committee of Grand Lodge and Lodge of Benevolence, Freemason;

Hall , at H.
1 to—St. George's, Trafalgar Hotel , Greenwich.
171—Sincerity, Guildhall Tavern, Gresham Street.
190—Oak, Freemasons' Hall
700—Nelson , Masonic Hall , AVilliam Street, AVoolwich.
879—Southwarfc , Southwurk-pnrk Tavern , Southwark-park.
909—Maybury, Freemasons' Hall.

1011—Wandsworth , Spread F.agle Hotel , AVandsworth
1150—Buckingham and Chandos, Freemasons' Hall,
1319—Friars, Cheshire Cheese, Crutchcil Friars ;
1382—Corinthian , George Inu , Glengall Road, Isle of Dogs.
253—Amphibious , Freemasons' Hall , Heckmondwikc.
380—Integrity, Masonic Temple , Morley, Yorks.
387—Airedale, Masonic Hall , Shipley, Yorks.
910—St. Oswald , Masonic Hall , Pontcfract.

1019—Sincerity, Freemasons' Hall, AVakelield.
1301—Brighouse, Masonic Rooms, Brighouso, Yorks.
1479—Halsey, Town Hall, St. Albans.
R. A. 820—Lily Chap, of Richmond , Greyhound , Richmond
R.A. 857—St. Mark's, Half Moon Tavern , Heme Hill
R, A. 1305—St. Marylebone, British Stores, New Street , St. John's Wood

THURSDAY , 18th FEBRUARY.
House Committee, Girls' School , Freemasons' Hall, at I.23—Globe , Freemasons' Hall.
49—Gihon , Guildhall Tavern , Gresham-strect.
55—Constitutional , City Terminus Hote l, Cannon Street03—St. Mary 's, Freemasons' Hall .

109—Temperance, AVhite Swan, High Street , Deptford179—Manchester, Anderton 's Hotel , Fleet Street.
181—Universal, Freemasons' Hall.
733—AVestbourne, Lord's Hotel , St. John's Wood.
813—New Concord , Rosemary Branch Tavern , Hoxton

1139—South Norwood, South Norwood Hall , South Norwood1278-Burdett Coutts, Approach Tavern, Approach-road, Victoria-park.1287—Great Northern , King s Cross. *<»> ¦"¦•
1339—Stockwell, Half Moon, Heme Hill.
1506—AVhite Horse of Kent, 33 Golden-square .
1507—Metropolitan , Metropolitan Club , 20!) Pcntonville-road
208—Three Grand Principles, Masonic Hall , Dewsbury
275—Harmony, Masonic Hall , Huildersficld.
337—Candour , Commercial Inn , Uppermill , Yorks.
BOO—Harmony, Freemasons' Hall , Bradford .

1012—Excelsior, Masonic Hall . Leeds.
1125—St. Peter's, Freemasons' Hall , Tiverton , Devon .1121—Langthorne, Swan Hotel , Stratford , Essex.
R. A. 79—Pythagorean , Ship Hotel , Greenwich.

FRIDAY , 19th FEBRUARY.
House Committee, Boys' School , at i.
0—Friendship, Willis 's Rooms , King-street , St. James's113—Middlesex , Albion Tavern , Aldcrsgatc-strect.

201—Jordan , Freemasons' Hall.
UlS—University, Freemasons' Hall.
R. A. 92—Moira , London Tavern , Bishopsgate-strcet.
401—Royal l orest, Hark-to-Bounty Inn , Slaidburn , Yorks.052—Holme Aralley, Arictoria Hotel , HuhnBrth.
975—Rose of Denmark , White Hart Hotel , Barnes.

1031—Eccleshill , Freemasons' Hall , Eccleshill , Yorks1108— Wharfedale , Private Room , AV'est«-ate, Otlev
1311—Zetland , Masonic Hall, Leeds. °
P.. A. 521—Truth, Freemasons' Hall, Huddersfleld
E. A. 837—Manmess Ripon, Town Hall, Ripon.

SATURDAY , 20th FEBRUARY.
715—I'anmurc , City Terminus Hotel , Cannon-street,

1361—Earl of Zetland , Old Town Hall , Hackney.
1125—Hyde Park, 1 Craven-road , Faddington .
149—Peace , Masonic Hall, Meltham.
m<i—I'l-iaco Geurge, Buttyuis, Eastwood, Yotk;,

EDINBURGH DISTRICT ,
MONDAY.—41.—St. Luke, Freemasons' Hall.
TUESDAY.—30.—St. David , Ship Hotel , East Register Street.

„ 405.—Rifle , Freemasons' Hall.
AVEDNESDAY.—100.—Roman Eagle, Iona Hotel , 02 Nicholson Street.
THURSDAY — 43.—St. Andrew, Freemasons' Hall.

„ 220.—Portobollo , Royal Hotel , Bath Street.
,, R. A. 152.—Perseverance, Lodge Room, 80 Constitution (street.

FRIDAY.—R. A. 83.—St. Andrew, Freemasons' Hall .

NOTICES OF MEETINGS.
Era Lodge of Mark Maste r Masons. —Tho consecration

and installation Avas hold on 5th February, at the Bridge IIouso
Hotel . Bro. R. W. Little G.M.A. opened the Lodge, and performed
tho ceremony of installation . Bros. Levandev P.M. acted as S.W.,
T. J. Sabine P.M. as J.W., and F. Walters P.M. as M.O. Bro.
Levander, with his nsual ability, installed Bro. J. T. Moss P.G.S.
(Middlesex) as W.M., who thon appointed his officers as follows,
viz.—Bros. H. C. Dubois S.W., J. Baxter Langley J.W., Eev. T.
Holden Chaplaiu , H. J. Green M.O., T. Orton S.O., W. Hammond J.O.,
W. Bell R. of Marks, J. Hammond S.D., A. F. Loos J.D., J. Johnson
I.G., T. H. Miller P.M. Treasurer, F. Walters P.G.P. (Middlesex)
P.M. Secretary, W. Laing Tyler. On the conclusion of tho ceremony
tho following brethren were advanced into tho Order, viz.—Bros. J.
Wallis 1326, J. Johnson 1423, Munday 1423, and D. Weinhausan
1423. Votes of thanks and honourary memberships were nnani-
monsly recorded to Bros. R. W. Little, H. C. Levander and T. J.
Sabine, for their united services. Several candidates were proposed
for advancement on the next meeting. The Lodge Avas then closed,
and the brethren adjourned to a very excellent banquet, where the
nsual toasts wore given and responded to. The visitors Avere Bros.
Sugg (Bon Accord) and E. H. Thiellay.

Egyptian Lodge , No. 27.—The installation meeting of this
ancient and flourishing Lodge was held on Thursday, tho 4th instant ,
at Anderton's Hotol, Fleet Street, Bro. C. Atkins W.M., supported
by the Wardens, Officers and Past Masters, Bros. Poole, Buss, Libbis,
D. H. Jacobs, Payne, Harrison, and a numerous assemblage of the
brethren. The Lodge was opened, and the minutes wero confirmed.
The S.W.'s chair Avas occupied by Bro. J. Smith P.G.P., and the
J.W.'s by Bro. Wright A.G.P. Bro. Lumble was then duly installed
into tho chair by Bro. J. Savage P.G.D., who has performed that
ceremony in tho Egyptian Lodge for thirty-two consecutive years 5
there wero tAventy-one W.M.'s and P.M.'s present. The following
officers were invested : Bros. Green S.W., Hales J.W., H. G. Buss P.M.
Treasurer, ho having previously occupied the offico of Secretary for
tweuty.fonr years, Poole P.M. Secretary, Walker S.D., Pattcndeu J.D.,
Richards I.G., T. MaicYwellD.C, D. H. Jacobs W.S., and Potter Tyler.
The marks of approbation shown by the brethreu at the mention
of each name was a proof of the popularity of those selected for
office. The newly installed W.M. then initiated Mr. J. Lindell.
Tho Lodge was then closed, and the brethren, 75 in number, sat
down to a sump tuous banquet provided by Bro. Clemow, and superin-
tended by Bro. Smith. The usual loyal and Masonic toasts wero
given. Bro. Joseph Smith P.G.P . returned thanks for tho toast of
the Grand Officers . Ho thought that that toast Avould have been
responded to by Bro. Johu Savage ; the brethren knew that the
Grand Officers were selected for morit and ability, and that brother
was the embodiment of those qualities. The W.M., in proposing
the toast of the visitors, stated there were 33 present, and with tho
toast he would couple tho names of two. One represented tho
Provincial brethren , and the other the London brethren, viz.—Bro.
Berry P.G.J.W. (Staffordshire) and Bro. Maple P.M. 60. Thoso
brethren eloquently responded. Bro. Atkins LP. M. theu proposed tho
toast of the W.M. He alluded to the perfect manner ho had
performed the ceremony of initiation. The W.M. said he had a
very pleasing duty to perform, viz.—to propose the health of tho
installing master, Bro. John Savage P.G.D., who, on rising to reply,
said he returned thanks for tho kind feelings expressed by tho
brethren, for it was indeed a great source of pleasure to hear them.
He had watched tho growing prosperity of the Lodge, and although
he was pleased that his well-known voice had for the last 32 years
been among them annual ly, he yet hoped, while he had health and
strength , to do all required of him, not only for the Egyptian
Lodge iu particular, but also for the Craft in general, and
before resuming his seat, paid a j ust compliment to the W.M.
After the toast of the Newly Initiated, followed tho Masonic Charities,
coupled with tho name of Br. F. Binckes P.G.S. and Secretary of tho
Boys' School. Br. Binckes replied in one of his characteristic
speeches ; he not only dilated on the merits of tho institution to
which he was attached, but also advocated the cause of the other
Masonic Charities. After  the toast of tho Wardens, Bro. J. Savago pro-
posed the toast of tho I.P.M. Bro. Charles Atkins, aud presented him,
in the name of the Lodge, with a very elegant gold P.M. jewel, with
suitable inscription . Br. Atkins, he said, had been Steward for the
Royal Benevolent Institution , and had handed over above £100, he
therefore felt a great pleasure in placing that jewel on his breast, and
he howed he might live long to weav it (cheers). Bro. Atkins haviug
responded , the Tyler's toast followed , aud aftor passing a very agree-
able evening the brethreu separated.

St. John's Lodge, No. 90.—The regular meeting of this
Lodge took place on Monday, 8th inst., at the Albion Tavern,
Aldersgate Street, Bro. N. Wetherell W.M. in the chair, supported
by his officers , as follows :—Bros. W. B. Suelling S.W., T. P. Griffin
P.M. J.W., J. Eglese P.M. Treasurer , J. Griffin P.M. Hon. Secretary,
W. Stormer S.D., T. N. Smith J.D., J. G. Robaon I.G., W. R. Stephens
I' .ll, D.C, aud Past Musters J, S, Adam J.D., MoDougal, T. P.



Griffiu, and Bros. J. Kelsey, G. Thorno, W. P. Brown, P. Coard,
W. Kuapp Henderson, J. Peavce, W. P. Margetson, W. Colpoys,
J. A. Meyrick, J. A. Allison and J. L. Cross. The minutes of last
Lodge were read aud coufirmed. A ballot was taken for Mr. R.
Crosswell, which proved unanimous. Mr. C'resswell was then
admitted , and initiated into the mysteries of Ancient Freemasonry.
Tho Lodge was then closed, and tho brethren adjourned to banquet.
There were the following brethren among tho visitors :—Bros.
MeDougal 3, Wilcox, Campbell, South.

Vitruvian Lodge, No. 87.—A meeting of this Lodgo Avas
held at tho White Hart , College-street, Lambeth, on Wednesday, 10th
inst. Present—Bros. C. S. Jolly W.M., E. Thurklo S.W.. B. Clegg
J.W., C. Walters S.D., H. T. T. Boss J.D., C. Nott I.G., Bros. J. G. Bond
P.M. Treasurer, 11. Mallett Secretary, P.M.'s Noke, Cherry, Hull ,
Morris, Hopkins and about 50 other brethren. Tho Lodge was
opened, and the minutes of tho last meeting were read and confirmed.
Tho Lodgo Avas opened iu the second degree, and Bros. W. Hallam,
B. Hallam, F. Goulty and Pearmine having proved their proficioney
in that degree, retired. The Lodgo was opened iu the third degree,
and Bros. W. Hallam, B. Hallam, F. Goulty aud Pearmine
Avere raised to the sublimo degree. The Lodge resumed to the
first degree, aud Bros. Goodman , 1 upper and Beard, having
answered the usual questions, Avero intrusted and retired. The
Lodge resumed to the second degree, and they Avevo accordingly
passed to the degree of F.C.'s. The Lodge resumed to tho firs t
degree, and a ballot taken for Messrs. Ireland, Wood, Tallfutt , Dale,
and Benn, which proving unanimous in their favour, they Avero
initiated in tho ancient mysteries. Bro. E. Thnrkle S.W. was elected
W.M. for tho ensuing year. Bro. J. G. Bond P.M. re-elected
Treasurer. Bro. Ellis, in consequence of ill health, having resigned
the post of Tyler, Bros. Bentley, Thomas, Fox, and Sherrad offered
themselves as candidates for the office. A ballot was according ly
taken, aud Bro. Bentley was elected. A P.M. s jewel ivas voted to
the outgoing W.M. for his services. Tho Lodge closed and the
brethren adjourned to banquet. The usual loyal and Masonic
toasts were given and responded to. There Avero several visitors
present, amongst Avhom Ave noticed a brother from a Japan Lodge,
aud Brother Hough, Grand Officer.

The Sun , Square and Compasses Chapter , No. 119,
Whitehaven. —A regular convocation of this Chapter ivas held on
Monday evening last, at 7 o'clock. Tho M.E.Z., Comp. John Barr,
Avas supported by Comps. E. Fearon H., Dr. Henry J., W. B. Gibson
P.Z., John Bowes P.Z., &c. E. Tyson P.S. aud other Officers and
Companions. Bros. Montgomery and J. D. Thompson Avere exalted
by the M.E.Z. iu a manner that called forth the warmest approba-
tion of all present. At the conclusion of the business, E. Comp.
Gibson proposed, E. Comp. Fearon seconded , and it was unanimously
resolved " that the best thanks of the Chapter are clue and hereby
accorded to E. Comp. Bowes for his valuable services as preceptor."
Comp. Bowes, after acknowledging the compliment, congratulated the
members on the proficiency of their officers , especially the M.E.Z.
The Chapter was then closed, and the Companions adjourned to
refreshment.

Prudent Brethren Cha pter , No 145.— This importan t
Chapter held its second meeting of the season , at Freemasons' Hall,
Great Queen Street , on Tuesday last , 9th February, on which occasion
there Avere three candidates for exaltation , viz., Bros. Fred. Godfrey
1257, W. H. W. Wilkinson 145, and D. M. Bal fragc 179. Tho
cxaltces appeared sensibl y impressed with the beautiful ceremony,
which was admirabl y rendered by Companion John Boyd, the acting
M.E.Z., who was ably assisted in tho duties by Comps. C. A. Long
II., Thomas Bull J., and Parkins P.S. Tho Chapter was then closed.
The banquet was presided over by the M.E.Z. Comp. Walford ,
the usual toasts were given and responded to. The visitors wero
Comps. B. W. SAvallow 19, Rev. P. M. Hoklen 907, James Slack
19, T. W. Murley 17, J. Kench 538, J. Hughes 19, aud
J. Laskey 72.

Kelso " Tweed" Lodge , No. 261.— The regular monthl y
meoting of this Lodge Avas held in the Lodge room, Cross Keys
Hotel , on Wednesday night, the 3rd inst. The minutes of previous
meeting having been read and confiimed , Fellow Crafts Tod , Mills
and Pngh Avero raised to the sublime degree. After Avhich Past
Mnster Henry Gibcon , Prov. Grd. Sen. Warden of East Lothian ,
proceeded to instal Eight Worshi pful Master John Smith Maegregor,
this being his fourth year of office—the ceremony of installation
having been postponed in consequence of Bro. Gibson 's inability to
be present at the Festival of St. Joins tho Evangelist. The R .W.M.
then installed his officers :—James Steel P.M., William Steel S.M.,
Molison Belfbrd D.M., W. F. Vernon S.W., Arch. Steel J.W., Rev .
James Smith Chaplain , W. V. Vernon "Bard , Rob. Watt Secretary
John Maxwell Treasurer , And. Gray S.D. Mills J.D., Bros. Thomp-
son and Read Stewards, Rob. Iuglis I.G., Jas. Allan Tyler. After-
Avards the brethren sat down to an excellent supper , supplied by
Bro. Kcddie in his best sty le, and enjoyed themselves heartily
Their annual torchli ght procession to the old Abbey, supper and ball ,
take place on Friday the 12th proximo.

Lodge ClydO, No. 408, Glasgow.—A special mectingof this
Lodge ivas held on tho 5th instant, for tho pnrposc of according a
hearty welcome to one of its members Bro. Henry M'Donald , lately
second mate of the ill-fated emigrant shi p, the " Caspntrick ," and
one of the three survivors of that terrible catastrophe Avhich caused
its destruction and the loss of over 470 lives. About sixty brethren
"'are. present, Bro . William Harper W,M, presiding, supported by

Bros. Duncan Dannie P.M., J. Buchanan P.M., John M'luncs S.W.,
William Bilsland J.W., &c, &c. Tho Lodge having been opened,
tho W.M. briefly referred to tho occasion of their meeting, and having
called Bro. M'Donald to the dais, in order to receive the right hand
of fellowshi p, directed that the Lodge be called to refreshment.
This being done, the stewards having discharged their duty, ami tho
usual loyal toasts having been proposed and responded to, tho health
of Bro. M'Donald was drunk with great enthusiasm. Bio. M'Donald,
in acknowledging tho kindly feeling with which his name had been
received, gave a brief sketch of the perils ho had undergone aud so
providentiall y escaped from, and iu the course of his observations
mentioned how fraternally he had been received by the brethren at
St. Helen a, AV IIO had no sooner heard that he Avas a brother and the
situation he Avas in than they collected and forwarded to him a sum
of over £10, together Avith a heartfelt expression of their entire
sympathy in his sufferings. This auuonucement was cordially
received by Bro. M'Donald's audience, and it Avas at once agreed
that a letter of thanks to the St. Helena brethren, for their great
kindness to a distressed member, should be sent, and that the leading
Offico Bearers of the St. Helena should bo made honorary members
of Lodge Clyde. After sundry other toasts tho Lodgo Avas again
called to labour, and afterwards closed in duo form.

Dalbeattie Lodge , No. 480.—A meeting of a board of
installing masters Avas held in the Maxwell Arms Hotel, Dalbeattie,
on Thursday, the 28 nit., for the purpose of installing Bros. J.
M'Muldrow, R.W.M. 41, John Gordon 189, and A. M'K. Millmau 494.
Tho Lodgo was opened in the first degree by Bro. James Ritchio
R.W.M. 480, when the formal vouchers of election to office of tho
above R.W.M.'s were produced. The Lodgo was thou opened in the
second degree, and the customary addresses and charges Avere given
to tho candidates. The brethren who wero not installed Master
Masons then retired , and the Lodge was raised to tho third degree,
after which tho ceremony of installation was proceeded with, tho
board being opened by Bro. Dykes, of Dumfries, assisted by Bros.
James Ritchie and Wm. Kerr. After the installation the board Avas
closed, and the Master Masons were admitted , and saluted the newly
installed Masters , who were duly proclaimed from the east, west, and
south as installed masters of their different Lodges. The Lodge was
then closed iu the different degrees.

Beadon Chapter, No. 619.—A Convocation of this Chapter,
whose meetings have been numerously attended, met on Thursday,
the 4th instant , at Masons' Hall , Masons' Avenue, Basinghal l Street,
Comps. G. A. Smith M.E.Z., W. H. Green H., R. H. Williams J,
and P.Z.'s A. Avery and J. .Avery. The Chapter was opened, and tho
minutes of the former Convocation were read and confirmed . Ballots
were then taken , and the following candidates, being in attendance,
were exalted into R.A. Masonrv, viz. Bros. J. L. Vallentin No. 742,
G. Saunders 1314, H. Webb 1314, J. W. Wrangham 619, B. White
619, E. Wright 619, A. Anderson 619 and H. Bond 1360.
The installation of Princi pals for tho ensuing year then took
place, Bro. W. Smced P.Z. 916 performing that arduous and
impressive ceremony in his usual perfect manner. The officers
appointed were, Comps. Green M.E.Z., R. H. Williams H.,
Seamen J., Angus S.E., E. Coote, S. N. Wyre, P. S. Canington 1st
Assistant, Freeman 2nd Assistant , and Laing Janitor. A A'oto of
thanks was unanimousl y accorded to Bro. W. Smeed P.Z. 916, for the
admirable manner he had installed the Principals into their various
chairs. It was unanimously carried that the future meetings of the
Chapter should be held at tho Horns Tavern , Kennington . Tho
Chapter was then closed and the banquet followed , after which
the usual loyal and R.A. toasts were given and responded to. Tho
visitors Avere Bros. Gilbert and Lechman, of the Lebanon Chapter.

Doric Lodge, No. 933.—The installation mectingof this Lodge
was held on Tuesday, tho 9th inst. at Anderton 's Hotel , Fleet-street.
Bro. Marsh W.M.,who had occupied the chair of the Albion Lodge, No.
9, was snpported by tho officers and P.M.'s, Bros. Yetton , Wainwright,
Griffin and Austin. The Lodge was opened , and the minutes were con-
firmed. Bro. Braywas raised to 3rd degree; Bro. Campbell Avas passed
to 2nd degree. The Board of Installed Masters having been formed ,
Bro. Ayton S.W. and W.M. elect was then presented to the Lodge,
and Bro. Barnes P.M. and Treasurer dul y installed that Bro. into
the chair. The W. M. th i-n appointed his officers as follows : Marsh
I.P.M., Taylor S.W., J. G. Stevens , P.M., J. W. Barnes P.M. Treasurer,
BoAvron P.M. Secretary, Tucker S.D., Digby J.D , Hollington I G.,
and Grant Tyler. The newly-installed W.M. then initiated Messrs.
Nott and Dance into the Order, working the ceremonies in a very
praiseworthy manner. Ho then, in feeling terms, presented Bro.
Marsh I.P.M. with a very elegant P.M. jewel , suitabl y inscribed , for
the services rendered to the Lodge during his year of office. A
suitable response having been given, the Lodcro Avas then closed ,
and the brethren , 93 in number—above 50 of whom Avere visitors—
sat down to a sumptuous banquet supp lied by Bro. Clemow, and
superintended by Bros. Smith and J. G. Stevens. Tho toast of the
" Queen aud the Grand Officers " was given, also tfiat of the W.M.,
P.M.'s and Visitors. Two brethren connected with the Masonic
Charities being present , viz., Bros. Robert Wentworth Little and F.
Binckes , and two brethreu connected with the Loilge, Avho had so
nobly contributed to them , viz., Bro . Berry and J. G. Stevens, each re.
sponded to the toast in eloquent terms. The toast of the Wardens ,
Treasurer , Secretary and Officers was duly given , and tho brethren
separated. Among those present we noticed Br. F. Binckes P.G.S.,
Secretary Bovs' School , Robert Wentworth Little, Secretary Girls'
School , A. E. Harriss P.M. .141, T. S. Mortlock P.M. 1S6, 0. E' Lacay
P.M. 186, Blench W.M. 1339.- Cringle, Stirling, Bell, Coard P.M.,
Myers, Myerscough , H. M. Levy P.M. 188, &c.



Royal St. Edmunds Lodge , No. 1008. —On Friday
evening, 5th Feb., a Masonic Ball , under the auspices of the W.M. and
brethren of tho above Lodge, took place at the Athenaeum Hall , Bnrv
St. Edmunds. The company numbered about 230. Captaiu C. J.
Tnfnell Oakes W.M. officiated as Master of tho Ceremonies, and the
following brethren acted as Stewards :—Bros, the Worshipful the
Mayor, G. Thompson P.M. 100S, Major T. J. Huddleston P.M. 1008.
aud P.P.G.S.W. Suffolk ; Capt. J. N. York P.M. 1008, 88, and
P.P.G.S.W. Cambridge ; W. E. Bailey P.P.M. 100S, and P.G.A. Sec
Suffolk ; J. Hendlev Bevan S.W. 1008, J. D. Perrott P.M. 651, 1072.
and P.P.G.S.W. Wales ; William Patrick J.D. 1008, TIenry Miller
I.G. 1008 ; Capt. W. Horn N.E. 1008, Henry L. Cockedgo 1008,
Captain E. P. Huddleston 1008, T. F Lucia 1008, and P.G.S.,
William Clarke Steward 1008, and P.P.G.S. Suffolk ; Charles
Jennings 1008, W. J. Nnnn Ore. 1008, Benjamin Chennell 1008
J.D. 88, and P.G.A.D.O. Cambridge ; Odden F. Read 1008, Philip
Fitch 1008, F. M. Fyson 1008, J. G. Oliver 1008, G. II. Nnnn 100S,
A. Darence George W.M. 114, Samuel H. Wri ght P.M. 516,
and P.P.G.R. Suffolk, T. J. Smith W.M. 516, Francis
Wheeler 1224. A capital supper was served by Bro. W. G. Guy,
of the Angel Hotel. Howlett's excelleut band occupied the
orchestra. The ball-room was elaboratel y and elegantly decorated.
At tho south end of tho room a largo crimson panel bore tho in-
scription " Royal St. Edmunds Lodgo 1008," in gold and blue ; and
on a similar panel on each side Avere the " Audi , Vide, Tace." Between
each window on the east side Avas placed an elegant pier glass, with
a triplet of Royal Arch or Craft candles, and under them wore
crimson panels bearing the working tools of different degrees of blue
Masonry. Tho staircases and balcony at tho north end wero draped
with crimson, inscribed "Faith," "I.T.N.O.T.G.A.O.T.U. ," in blue
and gold characters. The beautiful silk bannerets of White Rose
Chapter 1008 lined the staircase, and had a very protty effect. The
brethren appeared in Craft clothing until eleveu o'clock, and aftor-
wards that of the Royal Arch, Knights Templars and other degrees.

TJnderley Lodge , No. 1074, Kirkby Lonsdale. — The
annual meeting of this Lodge took place on Friday aftern oon, 5th inst.
The only business was the installation of the W.M. elect , The Earl of
Bective M.P. P.G.M., supplemented by the annual banquet. The
Lodgo was opened by the W.M. Bro. D. Page M.D. assisted by his
Wardens and a full attendance of members and visitors. The P.G.M.
being announced , he was admitted and received Avith the accustomed
honours. The Lodge being opened in the second degree, his Lord-
ship Avas presented for the benefit of installation by Bro. John Bowes
P.M. P. Prov. G. Reg. ; the first part of the ceremony was conducted
by tho W.M. The chair of K.S. Avas then assumed by Bro. John
Bowes, who installed tho noble Earl as W.M. of the TJnderley Lodge
for the ensuing year. The concluding portion of the ceremony was
most impressively rendered by Bro. W. Dodd P.M. 1074. The W.M.
closed the Lodge down to the first degree, and then appointed aud
invested his Wardens aud other Officers ; tho former being Bros, the
Rev. Canon Ware P.M., &c, and W. James P.M., &c. Bro. Dr. Page
I.P.M. then handed to his Lordship a very handsome marble Timo-
picco, and asked him to present it to their worthy Bro. Anderson, who
had filled the office of Tyler Avithont fee or reward from the time the
Lodgo was constituted. The W.M. willingly acceded , and in graceful
terms made tho presentation. Bro. Anderson feelingly replied. The
Lodge was then closed , and tho brethren adjourned to tho banquet.
Tho chair was occupied by the W.M. the Right Hon. the Earl of
Bective M.P. P.G.M., Avho was suppor ted on the right and loft by
Bros, the Rev. J. V. Thompson Chap., John Talbot W.M. No. 129,
and Prov. G.J.W., H. Rauthmell P.M. P.P.G.D. Cers., Joseph Biutley
T.M. Prov. G.S. of Wks., Dr. Page I.P.M. Prov. G.S.B., John
Bowes P.M. P.P.G. Reg., John Holmo P.M. P.P. G.I.W.,
W. Dodd P.M. P.P.G.S.B., W. Bell, No. 314, Preston , R. Pearson
P.M., Prov. G. Reg. West Lancashire, J. Postlothwaite P.M. Prov. G.
Steward W.L., W. James P.M. P.P.G.D. J.W. The S.W., the Rev.
Canon Ware P.M. P.P.G.S.W. ruled in the West. Tho following
toasts wore ably proposed and responded to :—" Tho Queen ," " The
Prince aud Princess of Wales and tho rest of tho Royal Family,"
"His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, the Most Worshipful
Gran d Master," " The Right Hon. the Earl of Carnarvon , Most Wor-
shipful Pro. Grand Master, The Right Hon. Lord Skelmorsdalo, Right
Worshipful Deputy Grand Master, and the rest of the Graud Officers ,"
" The Right Hon. Earl of Bective M.P., W.M., and Right Worshipful
Provincial Grand Master, John WhitAvell , Esq. M.P., Worshipful
Deputy Provincial Grand Master, and the rest of the Provincial
Grand Officers ," "Tho I.P.M. Bro. Dr.D. Page," "The Wardens and
Officers of 1074," "The Arisiting Brethren ," "The Masonic Chari-
ties," " Tho Treasurer," " To all Poor and Distressed Freemasons
throughout the Globe, and speedy relief to them." Tho music Avas
under tho direction of Bro. Godfrey, and contributed largely to the
pleasures of the evening.

Hervey Lodge, No. 1260.—The above Lodge mot on the
10th inst., at Freemasons Hal l, Great Queen-street. Bros. Darby
W.M., Maples S.W., Harrison J.W., Jabez Hogg P.G.D. P.M.
Treasurer , G. King jun . I.P.M. Secretary, Ilollingsworth S.D.,
Bryan J.D., Lowes I.G., G. King P.M. D.C., and Speight Tyler. The
Lodge Avas opened , and the minutes Avere confirmed. Bros. Cox and
Hodgkinson Avere raised to tho third degree. Bros. Howell , Hervey,
Portway, Binley and Washington Avere passed to the second degree.
A sum of five guineas was proposed , and unanimosly carried , for the
purpose of presenting tho retiring W.M. with a P.M. j ewel, in recogni-
tion of bis efficient services as W.M. during his year of office. The
election for W.M. then took place, and resnltcd in Bro. Jabez Hogg
P.G.D. and P.M. being elected W.M. for the ensning year. The
retiring W.M., Bro. Darby, Avas elected Treasurer, and Br. Speight
Tyler. Br. Harrisson announced his intention to act as Steward for
the Girls' School. The Lodge was then closed , and the brethren

adjourned to " Simpson's Hotel ," Strand , Avhere a very excellent!
banquet was provided by Br. Cathey. Br. Jabez Hogg P.G.D.
returned thanks for the toast of the Grand officers , Bro. Monnery for
tho NeAvly Initiated. Tho W.M. proposed the toast of the W.M. elect.
He might, without egotism , say, how pleased they all were to havo an
officer of the Grand Lodgo of England to preside over them. Br.
Ho«g thanked tho brethren for the honour conferred on him. He was
one of tho founders of the Lodge, and while he had health and
strength ho would always bo ready aud willing to conduce to th«ir
comfort. The toast of the W.M. was sriven bv Br. G. Kin? jun. I.P.M.
The visitors were Bros. G. Fagg No. 30, F. Binckes P.G S., Green
No. 27, Evans 212 and H. M. Low P.M. 188. During the ovening
several of tho brethern contributed to tho enjoyment of tho company
by some Avell ronderod songs.

Golden Rule Lodge, No. 1281.—Tho installation meeting
of this Lodge was held on Tuesday last, at tho Regent Masonic Hall,
Air Street, Regent Street. There were present the W.M., Bro. J.
Harris, Bros. W. W. Smith S.W., A. Alworth J.W., F. Bigg P.M.
Treasurer, Abner Tovkington Secretary, J. Perry Godfrey J.D.,
A. H. Williams D.C., F. Longloy I.G., A. Cross P.M., Bros. G. James,
A. Cnrtiss, F. Doane, A. Fabian P.M., H. A. Bonnotfc P.M., T. A.
Millington , M. Wolfsky. The Lodge was opened, and the minutes of
previous meeting wore read and confirmed. The Lodge was opened
in second degreo , and Bro. A. Cnrtiss Avas passed to the degree of
Fellow-XJrafb. The Lodgo was opened in third degree, and Bro. W.
Wollen Smith was duly installed as Worshipful Master for tho ensuing
year by Bro. A. H. Williams P.M. The officers were appointed and
invested as follows :—Bros. A. Alworth S.W., A. Torkiugton J.W.,
J. P. Godfrey S.D., F. Longley J.D., A. Millington I.G., A. H.
Williams P.M. D.C., F. Bigg P.M. Treasurer, J. Harris I.P.M.
Secretary. Tho Lodge being closed, the brethren adjourned to
banquet, where the nsual Masonic toasts Avere duly given and
responded to. The visitors present Avere Bro. Lefevre P.M. 130
P.P.G. Secretary (Hampshire and Islo of Wight), who returned
thanks for tho visitors ; Bros. H. Harben P.M. 92, J. Thonio 395,
0. Edwards I.G. 452, Oakley Colls 11, J. Ridley 3, R. Vivian 177,
G. Harly 1201, F. Cheesewrighf, 160, W. Smith 905, R. Morrison 905.

Metropolitan Lodge , No. 1507. — A  very interesting
ceremony in connection with this Lodge took place at tho Metro-
politan Club, King's Cross, on Friday, 5th February, viz.—founding a
Lodgo of Instruction under the warrant of tho Lodgo. Tho breth ren
assembled in force. Bros. Willing W.M., T. Adams P.M. P.G.P ;
Bros. Conlfcon P.M., Tims P.M., Michael S.W., Williams J.W., Stiles,
Kingham , Douglass, Child, Scales, Cheek, Side, Jones, Gilber t, Cook,
Maples, Cox and others. The veteran , T. Adams, was appointed
Preceptor, Bro. Willing Treasurer , and Bro. Stiles Secretary. Tho
bye laws for tho governance of the Lodge were duly pi-enured to bo
submitted to Grand Lodgo for approval , after which the third degree
was worked by the W.M. Bro. Adams, in proposing a vote of thanks
to tho W.M., said he had known him as Secretary of Domatie Lodge
No. 177 for some time , but must express his surprise at the efficient
manner ho conducted the ceremony. The W.M. said it was a source
of great pride to him to havo tho approbation of so distinguished a
brother. Bro. Adams announced his intention of being present every
Friday when possible. A voto of thanks was passed to the Hon.
Secretary, Bro. Stilos. After a very pleasant meeting, the Lodge
Avns closed , and the brethren adjourned to supper. Tho meetings
will be on Fridays at 7, and AVO doubt nob that, under tho able
preceptorship of Bro. Adams, and owing to the central position of
tho Lodgo, it will become ono of tho most popular in London .

The Cornwall Chapter of Rose Croix was formally
opened and consecrated on Tuesday, 2nd February, at tho Masonic
Hal l, New Public Rooms, Truro, by Major Clerko 33, Secretary.
General, representative of the Supreme Council of Engl and. There
was a large number present as visitors, including Lieut.-General
Doherty C.B. 33, Inspector-General for the Western District for this
rite ; Lieut-Colonel Elliott 31 P.M.W.S. St. Aubyn , Devonport,
Captain Shanks M.W.S. St. Aubyn, W. B. Hambly M.W.S. Hnyshe,
and Colonel Fitzgerald. After the consecration of the Chapter , Sir
F. M. Williams Bart. M.P. was installed as M.W.S., and after-
wards appointed his officers as follows :—Rev. George Ross H.P.j
Colonel Poard 1st G., N. J. West 2nd G., F. W. Dabb Treasurer,
E. T. Anderton G.M., J. F. Penrose R., C. Trcvithick C.G., C. Trus.
cott Recorder , J. Hocking jun. Org., Rev. W. H. Bloxsome C, Rev.
A. H. Ferris A., and W.' Rooks O.G. Major Shadwell H. Clerke
administered the degrees of the ancient and accepted rite up to tho
18th to nine candidates , and conducted tho whole of the proceedings
in a most impressive and ianltless manner. An excellent banquet >vas
afterwards served at the Red Lion Hotel , Sir F. M. Williams in the
chair. Letters of apology for non-attendance wero read from Cap.
tain N. G. Philli ps 33 S.G.C. of the Supremo Council , the Rov. P. H.
Newnham 32, V. Bird 30, and others. Tho meet ing was a great
success, and tho whole of the fittings were much admired.

The annual ball of the St. James's Union Lodge was
hold on Thursday evening, 4th February, at Freemasons'
Tavern , Great Queen Street , and, from the attendance o£
ladies, brethren , and non members of tho Craft , the
promoters may congratulate themselves on the success
achieved. Bros. Coote and Tinney 's band Avas all that
could be desired. Supper Avas provided by Bro. Francatelli
in three rooms, and each table Avas ably presided over, the
principal one by the W.M. of the Lodge, Bro. Parsons.



MONEY MARKET AND CITY NEWS.
FRIDA Y.

Although tho general volume of business continues upon a
somewhat limited scale, the various movements of the week have a
decidedly healthy appearance. Money 13 fairly abundant , and the
rate3 for carrying over transactions to the next account , Avhich wero
adopted at the settlement just concluded , were very ligh t in most
instances. Tho stock markets, therefore, have shown a disposition
to respond to this more hopeful condition of affairs, and a sensible
Improvement is noted in many cases. The Board of Trade returns,
just issued, do not, however, bear ont the conclusions that had been
formed of a natural extension of our imports and exports in the
first month of the year. As regards nearly ovcry Horn of exports
there is a distinct falling off in quantities, while the decrease in
proportionate value is considerably larger. The actual figures for
the month represent a total value of £16,986,760 against £19,472,467,
in 1874, and £20,298,547 in 1873, the decrease on last rear's
amount being equal to l2i per cent. Under the head of imports the
tables show a slightly more favonrablo resul t, inasmnch as tho total
imports for the month are valued at £32,375.675, being an increase of
3J per cent, upon tho corresponding month of last vear, when the
total amount was £31,274,404, against £27,397,673 in 1873. A great
deal of attention having recently been directed to tho issue of two
new foreign loans, it may bo supposed from their being so well taken
up in this country that tho financial position and prospects of tho
borrowers is considered satisfactory, and that the prico of issue and
other details have been acceptable. The success of tho issue of
Turkish Five per Cents, last September, and tho still more recent
success of the Brazilian Loan, are striking examples of the credit
attached to the obligations entered into by tho respective Govern-
ments. The good reception of a loan does not , however, depend
entirely on the actual merits of the soenri ty itself, or on the price
of issue. Many examples could bo given where loans havo
proved complete failures although there could be no qnestion cither
as to the tangible prospects of tho security, or as to the cheapness of
the price of issue. The tasto or fancy of investors at the time of
issue, with other surrounding circumstances, has 710 doubt a consider-
•able influence on the reception of a loan , such, for instance, as the
state of the Money Market and foreign politics, which tell visibly on
tho results ; the supply of money in tho hands of the public avail-
able for investment, necessarily forms another important con-
sideration in estimating the probable success of any new
operation of this nature. It may theveforo be asserted for those
reasons, which are clearly to bo distinguished as external causos, that
there are at all times important influences at work which have more
to do with tho success of a new loan than the merits and features of tho
stock actually presents in itself. There can bo no doubt , as remarks
the Financie r, that as regards loans for any but countries holding the
highest rank for Avealth and honesty of purpose, somo very stringent

measures are necessary for compelling a full and true statement of
the position of the finances, as well as for setting up some tangible
security for tho regular payment of tho interest and sinking funds.
The most certain means of obtaining these ends are for investors to
abstain from applying for loans that aro issued without these safe-
guards. And as regards the aconracy and truthfulness of such
statements lot equivocation or falsehood in this respect be held by
the Stock Exchange Committee to bo as great an offence as the non-
fulfilment of obligations, and let it be dealt with in the same way.

Through tho Bank return being weaker than last wook, the markets
are inclined to droop a little, tho proportion of reserve to lia bilities
now standing at 42 -}, compared with 43 per cent, in the previous
account ; nevertheless the English Funds maintain a steady appear-
ance, and are quoted 92J to 93 for money, 93 to 93J for the account.

The outlines of business in tho Foreign markets wore tolerably
favourable until the publication of the Bank retnrn, when prices
gave way to a trifling extent. Thore is nothing, however, to bo
considered of much importance in tho movements. A telosrram has
been received announcing that arrangements have now been finally
concluded between tho Turkish Government and the Ottoman Bank,
whoreby the difficulties relative to tho recent convention have at last
been settled.

Replying to a deputation which urged such an alteration in tho
mode of collecting Queen's taxes as would relieve private individuals
of that duty, the Chancellor of the Exchequer one day this week
stated that if tho feoling of tho country was in favour of the collection
being undertaken by a Government officer , he saw no reason Avhy
it should not be done. Tho real difficulty Avas in the opposition
which had hitherto been raised to that proposal.

The market for English railways AVAS at one time extremely bnoy.
ant, bnt the excitement has since toned down, and the average rango
of prices has not been altogether maintained .

The Government broker has purchased £50,000 new three per
cent, stock on account of tho National Debt Commissions and tho
Post Office Savings' Banks.

It is announced from Paris that the new Municipal Loan has been
subscribed for forty-two-and-a-half times over. The deposit money
paid into the Treasury amounts to 848,000,000 francs.

Wo understand that a requisition , signed by the holders of Brighton
railway stock to the amount of £1,000,000 has been forwarded to the
Chairman, requesting him to cull a meeting to consider the advisa-
bility of dividing the ordinary stock into A and B shaves.

The London and North Western dividen d is announced at the rate
of 74 per cent., against 8 per cent, last year. Tho Lancashire and
Yorkshire announce their dividend at the rate of 61 per cent.

Messrs. Stallard and Smith in their monthly wine circular state
that " the progress of the 1874 wines in France is reported as sati*-
tory, but will continue to be watched with interest, in consequence
of the peculiarities of the vintage ; they show much vinosity with
delicacy of flavour and bouquet, but at the same time a slight want of
colour and firmness. For shipping purposes 1872's and 1873's aro
more inquired for, and good prices have been paid for the best growths
offering on the market. At Cognac the market is without much life,
in consequence of tho pauci ty of foreign orders ; at present growers
do not appear inolinod to moot the shippers limits."

Genuine §anfen 9 F8ower& Agricultu ra l Seeds.
WM. CUTBUSH JUN., BARNET NURSERIES, BARNET, HERTS,

begs to announce that his Catalogue of tho above is now ready, and will be
forwarded, post free, on application.

W. C. Jun. begs to say his stocks of the above are of the finest and most genuine kinds,
and ho can with confidence recommend them.

W. C. .Tun. also begs to call the attention of planters to his fine stock of

EVEBGBEENS , BOSES , FRUIT TBEES , &c.
Catalogues on app lication., post free.

"TT'OR the BLOOD ia the LIFE."—See
JP Deuteronomy, chap, xii., verse 23.

CLARKE'S WORLD-FAMED BLOOD
MIXTUBE,

Trade Mark,—"Blood Mixture."
THE GREAT BLOOD PUTtlFIER & RESTORER,

For cleansing aud clearing the blood from all im-
purities, cannot be too highly recommended.

For Scrofula, Scurvy, Skin Diseasoa, and Sores
of all kinds it is a never-failing and permanent cure.

It Cures Old Sores,
Cures Ulcerated Sores on tho Neck,
Cures Ulcerated Sore Legs,
Cures Blackheads, or Pimples on the Face,
Cures Scurvy Sores,
Cures Cancerous Ulcers,
Cures Blood and Skin Diseases,
Cures Glandular Swellings,
Clears the Blood from ail Impure Matter,
From whatever cause arising.

As this Mixture is pleasant to the taste, and
warranted free from anything injurious to the most
delicate constitution of either sex, the Proprietor
solicits sufferers to give it a trial to test its value.

Thousands of Testimonials from all parts.
Sold in Bottles, 2s 3d each, and in Cases, contain-

ing six times the quantity, lis each—sufficient to
effect a permanent cure in the great majority ot
long-standing cases—BY ALL CHEMISTS AND
PATENT MEDICINE VENDORS throughout the
United Kingdom and the world, or sent to any
address on receipt of 27 or 132 stamps by
F. 3. CLARKE, Chemist, High Street, Lincoln.

Wholesale : All Patent Medicine Houses.

THE RED LI ON TAVERN AND HOTEL ,
_E3_ J_ Gr jri _E3 >A_ _EO J_vT _tU '-L1.

BED AND BREAKFAST, INCLUDING ATTENDANCE ,
21s per -week.

GOOD DINNERS. GOOD WINES. GOOD BEDS.
FIRST CLASS STABLES. CABBIA GES TO BE LET.

BILLIARDS, QUOITS, CROQUET, &c, &c.
A C C O M M O D A T I O N  F O R  P R I V A T E  S H O O T I N G  M A T C H E S .

PLAYING CARDS —by the Best Makers —of the Finest
Quality, sent by Post on receipt of Stamps, prico per pack Is 6d, ls9d, 2s and upwards.

W. W. MORGAN , 67 Barbican, E.C.

THE WESTMINSTER PAPEES, Vol. 1,
No. 12 , for FEBRUARY, now ready. Six-

ponce. CHESS, WHIST, GAMES OV SJCIM. AHD THE
DHAKA .

W, \V. MOKGAJT, C7 Barbican, London, E.C.

YOUNG'S Arnicated Corn and Bunion
Flaisters are the best ever invented for

giving immediate ease, and removing those painful
excrescences. Prico 6d and Is per box. Any
Chemist not having them in stock can procure
them.

Observe the Trado Mark—H. Y.—withont which
none are penuine. n<> Snre and ask for Young's.



THE FREEMASON 'S CHRONICLE PUBLISHING COMPANY
IL. I DVC X T IE ID.

Incorporated under the Companies' Acts 1863 and 1867.

CAPITAL: -£2 ,000, IN SHARES OF £2 EACH.
Payable 10s per Share on Application, and 10s per Share on Allotment ; fur titer calls not

to exceed 10s yev Share, and at intervals of not less than Three Months.

PROVISIONAL COMMITTEE ,
Bro. T. S. CARTER, Favqunar Cottage, Port Hill, Hertford, Bro. W. NEWMAN, 58 St. Thomas's Road, Finabury Park,
Bro. WILLIAM CUTBUSff , Barnet, Herts. Bro. F. VENABLES, 5 & 6 Bncklersbury, E.O.
Bro. HAYWARD EDWARDS, Hadley, Middlesex. Bro. G. WARD VERRY, Love Lane, Shadwell, E.
Bro. I. FISHER, 1 Three King Court, Fleet Street, London, E.C. Bro. J. G. YOLLAND, Barnot, Herts.

Solicitors .—Bros. BLAGG & EDWARDS, 6\ Victoria Street, Westminster Abbey, S.W., and St. Albans, Herts,

Bankers. —THE LONDON AND COUNTY BANK, 112 Aldersgate Street, London, E.O,

Auditor. —Bro. P. T. DUFFY, 30 Florence Streofc, Barnsbtirr, London, N.

Secretary.—Bro. A. GODSON.

General Manager .—Bro, W. W, MORGAN.

Begistered Offices -67 BARBICA N, LONDON, E.O.

PROSPECTUS.
THIS Company has been formed for the establishment It is intended that THE CHRONICLE shall contain :—

of THE FREEMASON 'S CHRONICLE , and for the pnb- Leading Articles on subjects of interest,
lieation of newspapers, books, pamphlets, &c, connected. Special reports of all Masonic Meetings,
with Freemasonry. A Weekly Summary of News.

The inadequate representation of the Craft in the public Antiquarian Notes and Sketches relating to the Craft,
press of this country has long been a subject of regret, and Eeviews of Books.
the wish has not unfrequently been expressed that a journal Critical notices of current events of the day.
might be established, in the interests of the Order, which Its columns will also be open for the discussion of topics
should be owned and conducted entirely by members, interesting to the Brotherhood.
This wish it is the object of the present Company to carry On questions of religion and politics the new Journal
into effect. THE FREEMASON 'S CHRONICLE will be the will assume a position of strict neutrality,
property of Freemasons, and its devotion and loyal ty to Intending subscribers should fill up the Form of Applica-
their cause will thus be effectively secured. It has been tion and forward it, together with the deposit, to the London
decided to raise the requisite capital in shares, of a small and County Bank, 112 Aldersgate Street, London, E. C.
amount, in order that a large number of the Fraternity In conclusion, the Members of the Provisional Corn-
may have the opportunity of acquiring an interest in the mittee desire to express their grateful acknowledgment of
undertaking. As it is not proposed to call up more than 50 the many promises of support they have already received
per cent, of the capital, it will be seen that such an interest &om influential Members of the Craft, in various parts
may be obtained at an immediate outlay of £1 per share. oi the Country, and they earnestly appeal to all who

If only a small proportion of the Freemasons in the approve of their project to labour with them to make it a
United Kingdom subscribe to THE CHRONICLE it will suffice brilliant and enduring success.
to guarantee the Company from actual loss, while the Prospectuses, with Forms of Application for Shares, can
more numerous the subscribers the greater will be the De obtained from the General Manager,
opportunities of the Paper for promoting the interests of
the Craft. 14th December 1874.

FORM OF APPLICATION POR SHARES.
To the General Manager of TnE FREEMASON 'S CHRONICLE PUBLI SHING COMPANY LIMITE D.

DEAR SIR,—Having paid into your Bankers the siim of £ , being 10s per share on my application
for Shares, of £2 each, in THE FREEMASON 'S CHRONICLE PUBLISHIN G COMI>ANY LIMITE D, I request yon to allot
me that number of Shares, and I hereby agree to accept tbe same, or any smaller number that may be allotted me,
and to pay the balance thereon , in accordance with the terms of the Prospectus dated 14th December 1874.

Christian and Surname in full ,,,
Address , 
Profession (if any).. ; 
Date , 

Usual Signature , „



SPENCER 'S MSOnC DEPOT & MTJ EACTORY ,
OPPOSITE FREEMASON'S HALL,

26 GREAT QUEEN STREET, LONDON, W.C.
COSTUME JEWELS AND FURNITURE FOR ALL DEGREES.

A Quantity in Stock. Orders executed immediately.
THE OLDEST-ESTABLISHED HOUSE IN THE TRADE.

UN ' DKlt  TI1K MOST DISTIXOVISI IKD l'ATKOXAOE.

PUBLISHERS OP OYER 10 MASONIC BOOKS. SEND FOR LISTS.

SIMPSON & ROOK,
GOLD LACEMEN & EMBROIDERERS,

9 & 10 LITTLE BRITAI N, LONDON , E. C.
MANUFACTURERS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION OF MASONIC

CLOTHING AND JEWELS.
MERCHANTS AND THE TRADE SUPPLIED

AT LOWEST POSSIBLE PRICES , CONSISTENT WITH QUALITY OP ME MATERIALS .

ST. JOHN'S GATE MASONIC DEPOT.
J. IWKIERNAN ,

62 ST. JOHN'S SQUARE , CLERKENWELL , E.C.
MANUFACTURER OF MASONIC GOODS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION , FOR ALL DEGREES.

THE TRADE SUPPLIED. GOLD LACEMAN AMD EMBROIDERER.

JOSEPH J. CANEY
DIAMOND MERCHANT, AND MANUFACTURING JEWELLER AND WATCH MAKER ,

44 CHEAPSIDE, LONDON.
MASONIC JEWELS, CLOTHING AND FURNITURE.

Speoialite—Pirst Class Jewels—Artistic—Massive—Best Quality—Moderate in Price.
CATALOGUES POST FBBE.

A L A R G E  S T O C K  OF L O O S E  B R I L L I A N T  S FOR E X P E N S I V E  J E W E L S .
Diamond Rings, Brooches, Studs, Earrings and Bracelets in Great Variety.

CHARLES E. PACKER,
(NEPHEW AND SUCCESSOR TO J. F. DUGGIN & Co.)

S T EA M  D Y E R S  A N D  C L E A N E B S ,
BT SPECIAL APPOIUTMBITT

To THE QUEEN. 
^^^^v^" 

H.E.H. the Duchess of
H.R.H. the Prince of Wales. ^^^^^^^ S> Cambridge.

24 SOUTHAMPTON ROW, HOLBORN , W.C.
And 4a SLOANE STREET , BELGRAVIA , S.W. LONDON.

Lodge Fur niture and Clothing, f o r  every Degree , Cleaned , Dy ed, §-c.

NEW WORKS ON
F R E E M A S O N R . ,

11V

Bro. CHALMERS I. PATON,
(Past Master No. 393, England).

FREEMASONRY : ITS SYMBOLISM , RELIGIOUS
NATURE , AND LAW OF PERFECTION,

8vo, Cloth , Price 10s Gd.

FREEMAS0NR Y7ND n-s'' JURISPRUDENCE .
8vo, Cloth , Price 10s Gd.

THE ORIGIN OF FREEMASONRY : THE 1717
THEORY EXPLODED.

Price Is.

LONDON : REEVES AND TURNER, 196 STRAND ;
AND ALL BOOKSELLEES.

H. T. LAMB ,
MANUFACTURER OF

MASONIC JEWELS, CLOTHING,
AND REGALIA ,

5 ST. JOHN SQUARE,
LONDON.

P R I C E  LIST ON A P P L I C A T I O N .

ACCIDENT INSUEANCE COMPANY
Limited , 7 Bank Buildings, Lothbnry, E.O.

General accidents. I Personal injuries.
Railway accidents. | Death by accident.

C. HARDING, Manager.

V
BEST HOUSE IN LONDON FOR CORDIALS ,
SPIRIT Colourin g, Capillairc, and Spruce,

is 238 High Holborn , tho old-established
Dantzic Stores.—ADAM HILL is tho original maker
of Ale Spice and Fettle, Syrup of Limes, or Con-
centrated Lemonade, Syrup of Pine Apple for Rum,
Syrup of Grape for Jirnndy, Honey Cream for Gin s
and many other useful articles wore firs t introduced
to tho Spirit Trade by Adam Hill. A printed list,
with prices and directions for use. Order by post.

1 W. W. MORGAN , I
I 67 BARBICAN , LONDON , E.O. I
I LETT ER-PRESS , |
| 

©"opptr^Plntc it Jikitbogritp^c $

I PRINTER , I
| LEDGER & ACCOUNT BOOK I
0' MANUFACTURER , %
<p B00XBINDEK , STATIONER , $
<n DIE SINKER AND ENGRAVER , tp
& i $j> 3>
fP SPECIAL ATTENTION fllVEK TO (P

jK ('haucor.v iCilis and Answer* JhJ
(b Vai'llsmu 'utivi- .v Kills Us
'iD IMais.s asxl l»ai'(i<-tiIai-M of" ,Sal« 2)
'II «n\Y A<!inii:il ( .v l>Iea<liiiK« iT
r.n S|X'< iiU-:iti<>ils fur i'ontractoi'S H)
(J, Apj.-oal C:IMC» or I'l-litioii.v (J

§ 

Prices Current, ltcl'orts, etc. 3L
S3SST3C' ^ CTOD'C'JCOb UOC^C 5v>

^c^l
ONE BOX of CLARKE'S B 41 PILLS ia

warranted to euro all discharges from the
Urinary Organs, in either BOX , acquired or consti-
tutional, Gravel , and Pains in tho Back. Sold in
boxes, 4s 6d each, by all Chemists and Patent Modi-
cino Vendors : or sent to any address, for CO stamps,
by the Maker, P. J. CLABKS, Consulting Chemist.
High Street, Lincoln.

Wholesalo Agents, BABCLAY and Sows, London,
and nil the Wholesale Houses.

PORTSMOUTH TIMES AN D NAVAL GAZETTE .
Hampshire, I. of Wight and Sussex County Journal .
Conservative organ for the district. Largest and
most influential circulation.
" The Naval Paper of tho Principal Naval Arsenal."

Soo " May's British and Irish Press Guide."
Tuesday Evening, One Penny. Saturday, Twopence.

Chief Offices:—151 Queen Street , Portsea.
Bro. R. HOLBIIOOK & SONS , Proprietors .

Branch Offices at Chichester and Gosport. Agencies
in all the principal towns in tho district.

Advertisements should be forwarded to reach the
Office not later than Tuesday Mornings and Friday
afternoons.

Demy Svo, Prico 7s 6d.
T H E  G U E S S  O P E N I N G S .

By IIOB Kill B. WOKMA LD.
Loxnoy : AV AV. MOBGA.V, 67 BABBICAX, E.C.

Demy Svo, Price 2s fid.
SYNOPSIS OP THE CHESS OPEN-

INGS; a tabulated analysis , with Illustrative
Games appended.

By WILLIAJI COOK ,
A Member of the Bristol and Clifton Chess

Association.
Loj fDO.v: W. W. Moiscuf , 07 BABBICAIT, E.C.

Demy Svo, Price 7s Gd.
POSITIONS IN THE CHESS OPENINGS

MOST FREQUENTLY PLAYED.
Illustrated with copious Diagrams.

By T. LOXG, B.A., T.C.D.,
Being a supplement to tho "Key to tho Chess

Openings," by the same author.
Loirooj f : W. W. MORGAN , 07 BABBICAN, E.C.

Printed and Published for the Freemason's Chro-nicle Publishing Company Limited, by Brother
WILLIAM WKAY MORGA N, at 07 Barbican , E O.Saturday, 13th February 1875,


