
WHAT NEXT ?
THE honours that have been showered on Masonry of

late years are great beyond conception. We will not
say they are wholly undeserved, for Masonry can point to
certain institutions and to certain times in its history
as evidence that its aims are very different from what the
blatant orators and the ready writers of a certain narrow
sectarianism would have the world believe. But recent
events, and the pertinacious attacks on our Order
made by the TJltramontanes, have gone a long way towards
developing our popularity, to such an extent indeed that the
gentler sex, who hitherto have been rigidly excluded, not
only from our Lodges, but from our banquets likewise, are
beginning to interest themselves in our favour. The
last Festival of the Boys' School was graced with their
presence for the first time, and the idea of introducing them,
we believe, originated with Bro. Binckes, the energetic
Secretary of that Institution. In fact, he enjoyed a double
credit in connection with that festival. The list of sub-
scriptions handed m showed the greatest aggregate sum on
record that was ever collected, and the ladies were present.
But now a further honour is in store for us. The Baroness
Burdett Coutts, with whose name and fame our readers
are as familiar as with any household word , has announced
her intention of presenting to the Lodge ~No. 1278, which
bears her name, three chairs for the W.M., S.W. and J.W.
respectively. The occasion will be honoured in a highly
becoming manner. The formal presentation will be made
at a meeting of the Lodge, on Thursday next, the 29th
instant, the members present being, by dispensation from
His Royal Highness the M.W.G.M., in full Masonic Craft
clothing. They will also bring with them their ladies,
and this will be the first occasion in England at which any
ladies have been present when Lodge "furniture," as such,
has been in the room. In France, there are, we know,
Lodges of Adoption, while in the United States, the various
public processions in which Craft, Royal Arch , and Templar
Masonry figure, sometimes separately, sometimes together,
have familiarised the American ladies with the insignia of
our Order, and with the titles of our officers and chief
dignitaries. But in England Masonry has been far more
secret in its operations , so far, at least, as any outward
display of Masonic emblems is concerned. There was
nothing visible, for instance, in connection with the recent
Installation of the Prince of Wales to the outer world , for
the brethren arrayed themselves inside the Hall. In fact ,
the few occasions on which any Masonic display is to be
seen are limited here to Masonic funerals, meetings of
Provincial Grand Lodges, and occasionally the laying the
firs t stone of some public building. Thus the presence of
the ladies is quite a new feature, and not inappropriately
perhaps. If the apron is an emblem of freedom, and has
been adopted for that reason as the most important of our
clothing, it is also the emblem of domesticity, so to speak.
Women of every class and age wear one of these during,
perhaps, some portion of the day, from the lady with her
elaborate tabl ier , to the simple peasant with her plain white
apron. Our zeal, however, must not outrun our discretion.
We are afraid some of our readers may think it ungallantin us to caution them against seeking to establish too greatan intimacy between Masonry and the fair sex. The old
saying which describes a milksop as " tied to his mother's
apron-strings" may suggest to us not to be tied too closely,in things Masonic, to the pretty apron-strings of the ladies.¦Their presence lends an additional charm to Masonry, but

THE RETIRING MASTERS OE THE
BOYS' SCHOOL.

WE publish elsewhere a communication from Bro.
Binckes, in which that gentleman takes us to

task for, and, in one passage, with less than his usual
courtesy, impeaches the complete impartiality of our
article last week on " The Retiring Masters of the
Boys' School." He suggests, at the outset, that we should
have done better had we followed the example of the
Freemason , and left the subject unnoticed , except so far as
inserting his circular, asking us to suspend judgment till
his reply to Bro. Tew s pamphlet should have appeared.
We note, in the next instance, that he considers we havo
shown a bias in dealing with the unhappy differences
which have arisen between the late Head Master and the
Committee, aud this m the face of our disclaimer—" We
have no intention of passing judgment on the contents of
these documents. We are strictly impartial in the matter."
He enters with some violence of language into a defence of
the Committee, displaying a vigour, both defensive and
offensive, in every way worthy of the vigorous official we
know him to be.

Now, as to the policy or impolicy of referring, in a public
journa l, to what was already too notorious, we shall have
no difficulty, we imagine, in justi fying ourselves in the
eyes of our readers generally. True, we did not imitate
the conduct of our contemporary, and publish Bro. Binckes's
letter, but we gave a very substantial reason for not doing so
In our shortleader of the 26th uli, on "The case of the Retir
ing Head Master of the Boys' School," occurs the following
"As we have not thought it worth while to print Bro
Tew's report, it is needless to insert Bro. Binckes's explana
tion." As we neither published nor made extracts from
the report , we did not deem it just to print the letter it
had called forth from Bro. Binckes. The Secretary thinks
we might have done so, in acknowledgment of his appeal
to the principle audi alteram partem. Hear both sides first ,
and then judge. Novr it is no business of ours to
pass jud gment, but we are not thereby precluded
from criticising, either the facts or the decision , only
we must take care, in doing so, to avoid anything like
partisanship, and this, we think, we have manifestly done.
What we have said has been governed by certain general
principles, the justice of which are, in our opinion , beyond
question. We have remarked that the Committee announce
in two consecutive reports that changesin the educational con-
duct of the School have been thought expedient. Does any.
onedoubt theimpolicyof frequent changesin the management
of such Institutions ? Do they help to raise the tone of a
school, or to improve its character as a place of education ?
If they do, we are wrong in our objection, but the general
tenour of all experience is on our side. Changes, again,
may be costly in other ways. If we remember rightly, the
accounts for the year 1873 contain an item of £250, as
compensation to the late Head Master, and we do not
imagine the Rev. Bro. Perrott can be discharged from his
office without receiving a like, if not an equal , solatium.
Here, at once, we have an admirable reason why the matter
should be publicly criticised. The funds of the Institution

this ultimate charm of all must not predominate. Let ua
still be Masons first, and then admirers of beauty in the
banqueting hall afterwards.



pass judgment till both sides have striven to ju stify them-
selves. Our opinion, however, would be utterly
without value if we did not express it freely, at
the proper time, and irrespective of all party influences.
If this squabble goes further, as we are assured it will,
then, if the Rev. Bro. Perrott and his late subordinates
are proved to have been guilty of misconduct in their
several offices, we shall not hesitate to justify the action of
the Committee, but if the Rev. Brother and his assistants
succeed in proving that the Committee's conduct towards
them has been harsh , unjust, and unreasonable, we shall not
hesitate to speak our mind freely. At present we have
said nothing to warrant Bro. Binckes's somewhat dis-
courteous refusal to accept our disclaimer of last week—
" We are strictly impartial in the matter."

We need say nothing, we think, as to the propriety of
laying down certain general propositions in connection
with what is known everywhere throughout the Craft.
We have not made these differences public, nor do we see
how the interests of Masonry can suffer by referring to
them in our columns. Facts are sometimes very disagree-
able, but it iB seldom wise to ignore them.

are damaged to the extent of some £500, more or less,
within the brief space of two years. This, in short, is the
pecuniary fine inflicted on the School because the governing
body proves to have been unfortunate in its selection of
Head Masters. Thus, on moral, educational, and financial
grounds, a frequent change of Masters, is, in our opinion,
impolitic. Surely there is no bias in affirming a proposi-
tion so simple, so self-evident ? Then, as to the report of
Mr. Finlaison. We may, first of all, set Bro. Binckes's
mind at rest as to there having been any foul play on the
part of him or them who sent us a copy of it. It did not
come from any one connected with the Secretary 's office,
and we presume it was sent us in order that we might either
print it in extenso or quote from it. Considerations of space
alone induced us to adopt the latter alternative. But does
Bro. Binckes seriously consider it an act of partisanship in
us to have quoted from this report ? Should we not rather
have been guilty of partiality towards tho Committee if we
had suppressed what was favourable to their opponents ?
We quoted fairly, that is, we took the blame and
the praise equally, just as they came. At the
distribution of prizes, • on the 30th nit., the Lord
Balfour of Burleigh thanked both the Masters and
the Committee, and spoke highly of the admirable discipline
and demeanour of the boys. To have quoted from a
satisfactory report without giving credit to the Masters
for their conduct of the School would have been an act of
gross unfairness to them. There would seem to be far
more of bias in Brother Binckes when he impugns that
part of Mr. Finlaison's report in which the latter praises
the general conduct of the boys, on the grounds that they
would be sure to carry themselves with propriety before a
stranger, and that four days are insufficient for Mr. Fin-
laison to have formed a trustworthy judgment. The ques-
tions at issue between the Rev. Bro. Perrott, Bro. Tew,
and the " Four Retiring Masters " on the one hand, and
the Committee, the Secretary, and the Matron on the
other, we have refrained entirely from discussing. We
have pointedly refused to touch upon the matters raised
by Bro. Tew. The complaints of the Assistant Masters
against the Matron we have passed by without a word of
comment. We said last week, and we say again this, "They
are ex parte to begin with. The Matron may be in a position
to meet them, or they may be incontrovertible. At all
events, it is no business of ours to pass jud gment on the
merits.' We have not the slightest doubt the Committee
and the Secretary believe themselves to be right, but the
retiring Head and Assistant Masters must be excused if
they are not of the same mind as regards themselves. The
Committe have sat in jud gment on these latter, and passed
sentence, "his it was fully competent for them to do, but
the masters appeal, either directly or indirectly, against
this verdict—and this they havo an unquestionabl e right
to do. The Committee say of them , We are not satisfied
with their conduct , and we have thought it expedient , in
the interest of the Institution, over whose welfare we have
been called upon to preside, to dispense with their
services. They urge, on the other hand, We have striven
to do our duty and we believe we have been successful .
The noble Chairman , at tho last examination, thanked us,
and the Examiner has praised the school , both for the
general excellence of the training and for tho discipline and
bearing of the boys. In order to have shown any partiality
towards one or other of these views, we must have said
either to the Committee : We think you are in error in
your conduct towards the Masters ; or to the Masters,
We do not think your conduct of the School has been
satisfactory. We have done neither. We have said a
frequent change of Masters is undesirable—an undeniable
proposition. A Head Master, if he is to do good service,
must be responsible to the governing body alone, all other
masters and resident officials being subordinate to him—
anoth er undeniabl e proposition. As for Bro. Binckes's
long and faithful services to the Institution , we shall not
esteem him or them the less that we think he has utterly
misconstrued our article of last week. With the rest of
Masomy, we deplore that differences connected with the Boys'
School have arisen, but we cannot shut our eyes to the fact
of their existence. Those whose conduct has been impugned
must be less than men if they do not seek, by eveiy means
in their power, to set themselves right in the eyes of the
world. The matters to which we have been referring are
matters of general noteriety throughout the Craft, but they
are still , as it were, sub jvdice, and we have very carefully
observed the well-known rule of journalism, not to

THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE ,
CABALA AND NECROMANCY CONSIDERED AS

THE FALSE SYSTEM OF FREEMASONRY.

(FROM THE FRENCH OF J. L. LAURENS.)

IN regarding Solomon as the founder of Freemasonry,
and in attributing to him a knowledge of all the

speculative sciences, we establish, as has already been
shown, the important fact that these sciences form the
principal system, and the purpose which Freemasons pro-
pose to themselves. This view, which has its supporters ,
is a natural result of that supposed relationship which
men of grave thought have brought themselves to recognise
between the idea of the Temple of Jerusalem and Free-
masonry. Such an inference, in fact , would suggest itself ,
even if it had not already an existence in an infinity of
writings and oral traditions.

If the search after the philosopher's stone could be one
of the objects of Freemasonry, its founders would have
placed in its very bosom the germ of its own destruction ,
and the virtues which we still see illumine it would form
a striking contrast , if, indeed , they were not a wretched
make-believe. What could we hope fro m a body of men
which, under a false exterior of wisdom and philanthropy,
confined their labours to searching in the midst of a
mysterious obscurity for that vile metal which is destruc-
tive of every noble principle, and which, as regards the
happiness of mankind, should have remained buried in
the depths of the earth ? What claims would they
possess to public esteem r By what secret means would
they have attracted to themselves the good will of so many
princes, who admire in them only the splendour of their
wisdom ?

We know too well that the study of the cabalistic art,
and the search for the philosopher's stone, has much
occupied men, who Avere dazzled by the seductive hope of
amassing wealth, or who were led astray by an ardent
thirst for pleasure. We know, too, that utter failure has
always been the result of these long and difficult researches.
Misery and despair at having wasted their time and means
in a laborious search, such have been the fruits they have
gathered. And it is in the full tide of this illusion that
most of these men have taken upon themselves to write
upon these sciences, either to extort from public curiosity
some trifling compensation for the loss of their time, or to
conceal , amidst the number of their dupes, their shame
and spite. The list of writings is immense. Some have
remained in manuscript, and they are sought for by reason
of their rarity ; very many are in print. Germany, above
all countries, is inundated with this class of book, nearly
all written in Latin, and in a mystic sense and style, and ,
consequently, almost incomprehensible. When an outcry
is raised against this dark obscurity, the answer seriously
given is always that each of these books has its particular
key. To seek out this key, this is the special study of
mankind, and to have found it is to have attained the
desired end. But what man has ever been fortunate enough
to disgover the key of these barbarous writings ? He must



be the phoenix himself. There is no rule, no sign, no data ,
for looking for this key ; we must seek it blindfold, and
chance alone will ever place it within our reach. Hence
it is that the philosopher's stone has been described as ars
sine arte , cujns prinoip ium laborare , medium mentiri, et f inis
tnendkare.

It is then in a vast collection of rhapsodies, in manu-
script or printed , and all written in mysterious and most
obscure language ; it is in a crucible, incessantly heated by a
continuous fire, that man, already unhappy enough in being
troubled by a mad longing after vain illusions, is obliged to
labour, with ail a madman's strength, in order to pursue a
shadow which is always moving further and further off,
which escapes him when his life, spent in sorrow and
anguish, passes away, and which ends usually in the in-
dolence of misery, if it does press forward to seek by rascally
means a disgraceful and ephemeral support.

As it is necessary to call m the aid of examples, in ordei
to sustain patience in a career in which people are only
nourished with vain hopes, the mystagogues have been
careful to announce as possessing the philosopher's stone,
men who, at their death, left behind them the remembrance
of some peculiarity, or of something ambiguous. All the
works of the alchemists are filled with wonders and fables
of this kind , which, from constant repetition , have acquired
a certain degree of credit with the credulous.

It were too hazardous an undertaking to sketch here the
history of all the people of this class. More than one
biographer has made them known to us, and to him I refer
those who have a desire to study such curious legends.
But among those whom the seekers after the philosopher's
stone hold up to themselves as leading models, I cannot for-
bear lingering for a brief time over N. Flamel, as much
because he enjoys a wonderful reputation among the her-
metic philosophers, and because the world attributes to him
certain much vaunted monuments of his skill. This Flamel
was, towards the year 1409, a scribe, at the mortuary Des
Innocents, at Paris, and the alchemists maintain that he dis-
covered the philosopher's stone, and they announce with
emphasis that he died extremely rich, the grand art having
produced him, they say, a fortune of one hundred and fift y
thousand crowns, a very large sum at the beginning of the
fifteenth century, and starting from this text, so attractive
to all lovers of the marvellous, the different pretended
hieoglyphic figures attributed to this individual are set
forth as veritable documents, which seekers after the truth
must follow, in order to arrive at its happy discovery.

As the question is to disabuse men's minds of this ideal,
in order to do so, and to throw some light on the matter, be it
our business to communicate the result of certain researches
of ours regarding this Flamel. Monsieur Salomon, in his
library of Chemical Philosophers, adopts, as well authenti-
cated truths, all the marvels which are credited to Flamel,
as well as the cause of his rapid fortune, and the proofs
which he invokes in support of his opinion ; these he finds
in the pretended hieroglyphic figures which may be still
seen in the Cemetery of the Innocents. But these figures,
so extolled by enthusiasts, do not present a type sufficiently
suggestive of any character that is reconcilable with
hermetic science, still less do they strike those who weigh
them well, with that overwhelming force which has enlisted
the support of M. Salomon. Those figures which may be
applied to religion, even more directly than to the purpose
of the philosopher's stone, seem to have been traced rather
as ornaments, and not as the expression of an idea foreign
to the spot where they placed. Other monuments of the
same kind bear figures nearly similar, and thus the proof
of M. Salomon are not sufficient evidence to give rise even
to a simple presumption. It would be necessary, indeed,
to have a considerable amount of imagination in order to
suspect that the author of these figures had been anxious to
hand down to posterity ideas relating to the philosopher's
stone, or indeed, to any other similar science.

Naude, librarian to Cardinal Marazin , does not hesitate to
describe Flamel as a mere rascal, who being in corres-
pondence with the Jews and Lombards after their expulsion
from France, and having robbed them right and left , in
order1

! to conceal the true source of his wealth, and to
preserve an outward decency, pretended to have discovered
the philosopher's stone. "But," judiciously remarks the
president Henaut, "would he not have kept secret his
discovery quite as much as his treasures which, after all, had
only been filched from the Jews, whose condition was such
as to cause him no further embarrassment." If Flamel
had really found in his discovery of the philosopher's stone

a secret source of wealth, what need was there for him to
announce it to the public and to posterity ? And assuming
that some motive impenetrable to ordinary sagacity had
induced him to make itthuspublic, why should hehave chosen
the obscure medium of a hieroglyphic style in preference
to that of writing, which he followed professionally? Borel,
author of Le Tresor des Antiquites ganf oises , who is one of the
most zealous believers in the philosopher's stone, without
assigning any other reason for the rapid rise to fortune of
Flamel, maintains that ho was indebted for his great wealth,
neither to the Jews, the Templars, nor to the hospitals,
" seeing that ' says he,' he administered the property of
none of them."

We cannot, in justice, share the opinion of Naude, for it
rests on facts of sufficient gravity to require proofs, but we
must doubt the view of Borel, for it attributes the fortune
of Flamel to the philosopher's stone. It is wise to distrust
that spirit of enthusiasm which is a veritable blindness, and
which seems to influence this latter author.

The marvellous always finds people ready to believe, and
thus Flamel has found believers aud apologists. The Abbe
Villain , in his Essai sur Vliistoire de saint Jaeqties de la
Boucherie, not having been favourably impressed with the
sentiments of credulity in speaking of N. Flamel as an
alchemist, the critics attacked the views to which he had
given expression in his work, and defended the believers in
the philosopher's stone discovered by Flamel, and in reply,
and in order to justif y his statement, Villain published , in
1761, a critical history of N. Flamel, and of Pernelle, his
wife, in which he destroyed all the assertions of the
alchemists in relation to Flamel, proving, by authentic
documents, and even by the will of Pernelle, that the pro-
perty of this scribe of Les Charniers, at the time of his
death , only amounted to the small sum of £3,398 14s 2d of
our money. This, then, is what all these magnificent facts
come to! but—

" L'homme est de glace aux viritis,
11 est de feu pour le mensonge."

GRAND LODGE OE MARK MASTER
MASONS.

THE Benevolent Fund Festival was held at the Alex-
andra Palace, on Wednesday, 21st July, under the

presidency of the R.W. Bro. Wm. Romaine Callender,
M.P., Dep. G.M.M.M. The banquet was served by Bros.
Bertram and Roberts in a very satisfactory manner. On
the removal of the cloth the following list of toasts was
duly proposed and responded to :—

1.—The Qneen and Mark Masonry.
2.—H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, the Princess of Wales, and the

rest of the Royal Family.
3.—The Right Honourable the Earl of Limerick, M.W. G.M.M.M.,

and the Past Grand Masters, viz. :—
The Right Hon. the Lord Leigh.
The Right Hon. the Earl of Carnarvon.
The Viscount Holmesdale, M.P.
W. W. B. Beach, Esq., M.P.
Rev. George Raymond Portal, M.A.
The Right Hon. the Earl Percy, M.P.

4.—The R.W. Deputy G. Master, Chairman of the day, and the
Grand Officers present and past.

5 — Success to the Mark Benevolent Fund and the Masonic Insti«
tutions.

6.—The Board of Stewards.
7.—The Ladies.
In the course of the evening the following lists were an*

nounced as having been received :—
NAME OF STEWABD. LODGE. DONATION.
Roebuck Wm. . . . Old Kent . . . £ 8 17 6
Verry G. W. . . . Temple No. 173 11 8 0
Attwood J. G. . . . Macdonald „ 104 12 12 0
Richards Wm. . . . Carnarvon „ 119 6 6 0
Wellsted W. H. . . . Hnmber „ 182 12 6 6
Duffield Jno. . . . Union ,, 32 5 5 0
Lancashire T. J. . . . Skelmersdale „ 141 5 5 0
Handley Joseph . . . Alfred „ 136 10 0 0
Chambers Richard ) . w., n .„ 10 10 0
Horrocks Nathaniel j  . mK0 " 1M 10 10 0
Robberds H. T. . . . St. Andrew's „ 34 10 0 0
Sntcliffe Jack . . . Remigias „ 117 10 10 0
Griffiths Francis M.D.} 5 5 0
Collinson Thos I . Bpitaimja g3 5 5 0
Bedford Henry Hale l " 5 5 0
White Wm. J R u n
Trollope Thos. Jno. . . East Sussex „ 166 15 8 0
Callender, R.W. Bro. W. Romaine, M.P., Chairman 25 0 0

174 17 ' 0
One more liat has yet to come in.



SPENCER'S GREAT LIBRARY.
ODD NOTES.

KNOWING from experience that many a q\iaint and interesting
memento has been missed at sales by auction, through the prac-

tice of lumping np insignificant-looking soiled tracts in parcels, we had
the curiosity, by the permission of the auctioneers, to examine for
ourselvos certain lots thus catalogued. Onr readers who are collectors
m bibliography will not be displeased at tho resnlt of onr curiosity,
which wo now present.

Lot 338.—The speech by Di«iclter?ej/ has been withdrawn, but we
found tho following :—Speech at a Lodge in Halle, with fine engraved
title and tail-piece, 1744.—Speech at a Lodge in Hamburg, engraved
title, 1794.—Speech at tho Lodge of the threo Hammers, Frankfurt ,
1752.—Speeches at Lodges in Berlin 1753, 1754, 1755, and 1756, with
quaint head and tail-pieces.—Speeches at the Lodge of tho Three
Crowns in Konigsberg, 1760-61.—Speeches at the Lodge Jonathan
in Brunswick, 1761.—Speeches at the Military Lodge in Berlin, 1775.
—Moser on Toleration of Freemasonry with reference to the Peace of
Westphalia , 1776.—Speeches in the Lodges Minerva at Leipzig, and
of the Threo Globes at Berlin , 1777, with fine vignettes, and others.

Lot 339.—Speeches. Lodge of Three Stars at Rostock, one of
them in honour of the Great Frederick, with vignette, 1762.—The
Friend of Man—a speech. Wetzlar, 1769.—Social and Brotherly
Love ; a speech to Mnsons at Carlisle, 1769.—Speeches in Lodgo
Minerva at Leipzig, 1772, 1777 and 1778, in the Lodges of Honesty,
Absalom and St. George, at Hamburgh, 1773.—Speech by W.
Hutchinson, on laying tho fonndation stone of Rookby Bridge, by tho
Barnard Castle Lodge, 1773.—Speech on reception of the deputation
from the Grand Lodge of Sweden, by the Grand Lodge, Royal York
at Berlin ; this is of historical importance , 1777.—Spooch on unveiling'
tho bust of the Great Frederick, in the Grand Lodge, Berliu, 1777.—
Various Odes on the Peace, and Music, 1770.—Acto do Bienfaisance
and speech on tho King's Return , Grand Lodgo of Berlin, 1779, and
others.

Lot 340.—Scott. Oration at Newcastle, 1777.—Oration in Lodge
Frederick, at Glogau, 1778.—Installation , Lodge Centra des Amis,
1797.—Consecration of the Temple, G.L. of threo Globes at Berlin ,
1801.—-Sermon by Rev. H. Ormo to Prov. G. Lodge, Louth, 1804, and
Goneral Objections to Freemasonry, answered by the same.—Address
by Bro. Harris to Lodge Vectis of Peace and Concord , at Newport,
Isle of Wight, 1808.—Sermon to tho Zetland Lodgo, Hongkong.—A
parcel of curious scraps, published by Finch , and others.

Lot 341.—Sermon preached at Trnro, 1779.—History of tho Grand
Mother Lodgo of the Threo Globes, Berlin , 1775.— Discourse by
Munkhouse to tho Lodgo of Unanimity, No. 202, ivith author 's
autog rap h, 1798. — Sorrnon at Pcterbro', by Rev. S. Oliver, 1802.
—Lawrie's History of Freemasonry, annotated by Dr. Krause,
1810.—Haswell Sermon to Prov. G. Lodge, 1800.—Ormo Sermon at
Louth, 1804, and others.

Lot 342.— Sermon to the African Lodge, Boston, 1789.—Dutch
translation of Cardow's speech to tho Prov. G. Lodge, Trnro
Rotterdam , 1787, curious ; 6peech in Lodges at Stendal , 1781;
Installation , Lodgo de l'Ocoan Francais at Paris, 1798.—Erection of
monument to Olthof by the Masons of Pomorania, 1795.—Wedokind ,
on the Festivals of St. John in Masonry, 1818.—Centenary of
Lodgo Three Swords, at Dresden, 1840, and others.

Lot 343.—Discourse to the Allman's Lodge, 1799.—Sermon to
Lodgo of Unity, Plymouth , 1792.—Sermon by Simpson , at Newcastle,
1797.—Sermon by Haswell, at Tynemouth, 1800.—Sermon by S.
Oliver, at Cambridge, 1803.—Charge by Haswell, at Neath, 1804.—
Dedication of Freemasons' nail , Durham.—Three Sermons by Percy,
cloth gilt.—Dedication of Temple, and Speeches to LodgesjinStralsnnd,
aud others.

Lot 344.—Address of Lodge 201 (Ancients), 1799.—Pamphlets on
Masonic Disputes at Rostock, and Hinrichs on Masonic Despotism.—
Appeal to all Freemasons in Protestant Germany to erect an ever-
lasting monument to Fame at the present time, by a Protestant
Clergyman, 1819,—Collection of Sermons, 1820 to 1841, in ono vol.,
and others.

Lot 345.—Installation Lodgo of St , Napoleon, 1805.—Inaugura-
tion of new Temple of tho G.O. of France, 1802.—Proceedings of the
Order of Harodim Kilwinning, 1806.—Bylaws Lodge de l'Abeille
Imperial e, 1809. — Proceedings of Sovereign Metrop. Chapter, Paris,
1807, of Lodge Triple Unite, 1811, Lodge des Trinosophes, 1824,
Lodge des Nouf Sueurs, 1807.—Masonic. Congress at Strasbnrg,
1846, of Lodge Phenix, aud Parfaito Union, and of Chapters Athenee,
and d'Arras, of Lodges St. Therese, Fideles Ecossais, Amis de Ve3ta,
Chevaliers Croises, Sept Ecossais reunis, 1805 to 1836, and others.

Lot 346.— Proceedings of 13 well known French Lodges and others.
Lot 347.—Dawson's Sermon, 1812, and 26 others.—Woof s Sketch

of tho Knts. Templar.—Oliver's Account of tho Schism, 1847, and
others.

Lot 348.—Discourse in tho Loge d'Anacreon, 1814.—Proceedings
of the Loge d'Anacreon, 1811.—Proceedings of L. Point Pai-fait. 1816,

and of Lodges Commandeura de Mont Thabor, Rose du parfait
silence, Indivisibles Eocossais, Ccenrs nnis, Themis, Trinosophes,
Pais immortelle, 1809, and others.

Lot 349.—Sermons by Oliver, and others.—Masonic Offering to the
Duke of Sussex.—Carlisle's Manuals (high grades) parts 2 and 3.—
Ahiman Rezon (a fine copy), 1764, and others.

Lot 350.— (Fenn's Light of Masonry has been ivithdrawn),—Tliero
remain a volame of Sermons by Dr. Oliver, bound and tooled.—
Masonry and Oppression, with special referenoe to the State of
Prussia, 1816.—Gravell. What use is Masonry ? 1809.—Voice of a
Prussian Citizen, by Koppe, 1815, and various others.

Lot 351.—Installation of the Duke of York, 1823.—Reports of
Committee on power of a D.G.M. and of Special Committee on
Masonic Jurisprudence, Virginia.—Centenary of Lodge Minerva, in
Leipzig, 1841. Carlisle's Manual, thh-d part.—Sundry Grand Lodgo
papers. Two of them dated 1814. Various Sermons, and others.

Lot 353.—Fete to Odilon Barrot. Eulogy on General Norton.—
Transactions Grand Lodge of New York, 1840-1-2.—Address by Sir
James Burnes, Bombay, 1840,—Le veritable Lien des penples.—
Transactions Snp. Council of France.—United F6te of French Lodges.
—First Seance of tho Society du Roveil do la Nature (in the G.O. of
France) , and tableau historique des Fetes (of the same), pour eight
annees, and others.

Lot 355.—Moore's Address.—GrylPs Masonic Prayers.—Hinta for
Freemasons. —Sermons and Addresses various, and others.

Lot 356.—Masonic Funeral Services, &c, for King Goorge of
Hanover—the Grand Duke of Mecklenburg—William IV.—Duke of
Athol—Duke of Sussox—General Foy—G. H. France—Sir John St.
Anbyn — Neander — Richard Carpenter — General Worth — John
Asplatt— Goethe, with others in Goethe's Lodge Amalia at Weimar,
and in Lodges Point Parfait, Wellington at Deal, Fruchthorn at
Lttbeck, &c.

Lot 357 (Convention of Delegates , withdrawn).—26 Sermons by
Dr. Oliver and others, in 1 vol.—14 Tracts by Dr. Oliver, and others,
in 1 vol.—28 select tracts, including 4 on Washington as a Free-
mason, iu 1 vol., and others.

Lot 358.—What time is it ?—30 traots in English and German.—
Proceedings of the College of Freemasons of tho Church, 1846 and
1847.—Various selected numbers of various Masonic Journals.—
Jacques do Molai , &c, MS., and other pieces.

Lot 359 consists of 6 volames of pamphlets, bound up for ma
privato use by the late Dr. Oliver.

Lot 360.—Pamphlets on disputes in which the Grand Lodge and
St. John's Grand Lodgo of New York havo been mixed up from time
to timo.—The Freemasons' Monthly Magazine for 1841, half-bound ,
all that was published, with book-plate and notes of the Hon. T.
Fitz Walter Butler , and other works.

Lot 361.— Lists of Members of the folloiving Lodges, &c. :—Mara et
Thomia, M.S. 1785; Amis intimes, Paris, 1787, 1788, 1789 and 1790;
St. Jean, Paris, 1788 ; Parfaito Estime et Societu Olympique, Paris,
1788; Zele, Paris, 1788; St. Jean de Jerusalem, Nanoy, 1792 and
1809 ; Constance couronnee, Paris, 1808 ; Constance oprouvee, Paris,
1808 ; Amis reunis, Tours, 1809 ; Centre des Amis, Paris, 1804. 1806
and 1811 ; Amis de la Constance, 1805 and 1812 ; Paix immortelle,
1806; Admirateurs do l'Univers, 1813 ; Point Parfait, Paris, 1810 and
1813; Harmonic nniverselle, 1813; St. Napoleon , 1813; Anacreon , 1811,
1813, 1815 and 1817 ; Ecole do la Sagesso, Metz, 1813 and 1814;
Chapter des Amis triomphans, Paris, 1815 ; Loge do Jerusalem ,
Paris, 1816 ; L'ago d'or, 1818; Concorde, Martini que, 1825.—Address
to the F. and A. Masons of North Munster , by Michael Furnell.
—List of the Supreme Council for Ireland for the years 1842, 1844,
1846, 1848, 1850 and 1851, and others .

Many of the above Lodges bore a part in lamentable political
struggles, and historical names of men eminent in every department
are found in their contemporary lists. It is a pity that these have
not been sorted and bound in order of date.

Lot 362.—By Laws of Lodgos.—Parfaite Union, 1763. — ZMe,
1778.—Freres unis, 1775.—Nenf Sceurs (with symbolic frontispiece,
1778 and 1779).—Reunion des Arts, 1779.—Amis reunis, 1783.—
L'Amitie, 1787.— Freres intimes, 1787.—Centre des Amis, 1793.—
Des Artistes, 1798.—Amis philan thropes, Bruxelles, 1798.—Ocean
Francais, 1799., — Institution for Sons of Freemasons. London,
1827.

Lot 363.—Contains , amongst other matter, a nice set of French
pocket rituals.

Lot 389.—Eight By Laws of Lodges, &c, from 1802.—Masonic
Journal of Marietta for 1852 and 1853, with vol. 1 of new series.
3 vols, half-bound , and others.

Lot 571 contains an antique painted tracing board, and an old
ivory snuff-box, curiously enriched with Masonic emblems, the
property of a defunct Lodge of last century.

To the student, curious iu history, and especially in the vicissitudes
of Masonry in France and Germany there is much which is very
precious in what we have described. Each lot will probably be sold
for a trifle, owing to the loose way iu which it has been catalogued.



CORRESPOND ENCE.
We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of our Cot'

respondents.
We cannot undertake to return rejected communications.
All Letters must bear the name and address of the Writer , no

necessarily for publication , but as a guarantee of good fa ith.

ROYAL MASONIC INSTITUTION FOR BOYS.
To the Editor of THE FREEMASON'S CHRONICLE.

DEAR SIR AND BROTHER,—It is much to be regretted that you
havo not thought proper to imitate the prudent reticence of your con-
temporary, the Freem a son, in refusing publication to highly coloured
e.v parte statements, in reference to recent occurrences in this Insti-
tion.

The circnlar I issued on receipt of Bro. Tew's extraordinary
" report " was not a " reply," as it is termed by tho Head Master,
with his accustomed accuracy. In that circular will be found tho
following passage : " I simply now, in the interests of the Institution,
and in my own name, and on behalf of others, beg you to suspend
your judgment, until a reply can be given to the ex pa rte statements
to which your attention has been drawn." Of this circular I for-
warded you a copy, and though it contained nothing of a controversial
character, you declined to publish it. On the other hand, your con-
temporary, regarding it merely as an appeal, " audi alteram partem,"
inserted it.

Is it consistent with common fairness to give publicity to renewed
gross accusations against Commif tee and officials pending the issue
of a reply to the charges alleged in Bro. Tew's " Report P "

Is it justifiable to throw the weight of your editorial opinion into
tho scale, as yon have evidently done in the leading article in your
last number, " The Retiring Masters of the Boys' School," founding
that opinion on a letter signed by them, which they ought to be
ashamed of having written , so utterly at variance with truth are
some, and so preposterously absurb are other, of the statements
therein contained ?

I admit that you say, " We have no intention whatever of passing
judgment on the contents of these documants," but no one can fail
to detect the bias throughout the article.

I contend that it is manifestly wrong to encourage young men, in
the position of the " retiring Masters," to air their fancied grievances
in the columns of a newspaper ; that it is utterly subversive of dis-
cipline, and most mischievous in every respect. Supposing their
grievances to have an established foundation, the proper tribunal before
which they should be brought is the governing body of the Institu-
tion. To that tribunal they did appeal, and anything more ridiculous
than their appearance—anything more contemptible than the evi-
dence (it is a burlesque of terms to use the word ) they adducod in
Bupport of their grave charges was never witnessed or listened to.
Before a decision could bo given, they sent in their resignations.
Why ? They knew, within themselves, there could be but one result.
They say, through Mr. Perrott , " because they were not satisfied with
the way in which their evidence was received ;" in their own names,
they say, we left the room thoroughly dissatisfied with their (the
Committee's) proceedings." Doubtless they wero " dissatisfied ," on
perceiving that the Committee, with every desire to bo impartial ,
detected at once the animus by which they wero actuated , and the
weakness of the trumpery testimony by which they sought to bolster
up their case.

They ask, " What is to be said of tho Secretary who makes a scries
of charges against the School which it is his duty to serve and guard ,
charges which he cannot prove, but which , if true, ate calculated
to drive away every subscriber from tho Charity, and who chooses the
time just before tho Annual Festival for such action ? "

The rich vein of insolen t pomposity disp layed in this question , and
it pervades tho whole of tho lettor under consideration , is most
amusing—but what are the facts ? " The Secretary" not only has
not brought "a series of charges," but has not made any charge
against tho School , which he is solemnly warned "it is his duty
to serve and guard. I had for sonic time noticed a change in the
demeanonr of the boys. I had noticed many departures for the
worse from former habits and conduct. I was painfully aware of the
increased destruction of books, &c. and of clothing, and had expressed
my opinion ou those matters in the proper quarter, as, with all
deference to the collective wisdom of " the four," I contend I was
perfectly at liberty to do.

Tolerably accurately gauging the real condition of affairs, I was
not altogether surprised , though much mortified , at rccoiving repre-
sentations from residents in the neighbourhood of the misconduct of
our pupils. The words which, with so much pertinacious perversity,
I am charged with using, were not my words, but were quoted b) / me
in a letter to the (then) Head Master, as the description given by a
gentleman who had called npon me, and I informed him that it would
be my duty to submit the representations I had received to the next
meeting of the Committee, together with any statement or explanation
he mig ht be disposed to favour me With. So much for this accusation .

" The Secretary made similar charges last year." Every one is
familiar with the word which expresses the opposite of truth. The
Secretary made no such charge. A charge of specific misconduct was
made by a member of the Committee ; but the witnesses were difficult
of access, and it was deemed better not to commence an investiga-
tion, unless the proofs of misconduct could be adduced. I was, myself ,
most anxious for enquiry, but it was decided otherwise.

It is idle to pursue the subject further. The familiari ty displayed
by " the four " with occurrences which took place long antecedent t.o
their appointment affords prima facie evidence of a concocted plan
of operation between the (fortunately) lato Head Master and his
assistants. This has exhibited itself in a systematic attack npon

the Secretary and the Matron. " Throw mud enough, and some will
be sure to stick" has been their rule. This is exemplified in a second
pamphlet, addressed to the " Yorkshire Vice-Presidents," presumably
under the same auspices as the first. In this appear, set out in full,
the whole of the allegations against the Matron. If they are thought
worthy of serious consideration—disproved as they most of them have
been—and more or less satisfactorily accounted for, as others have
been—there is no difficulty whatever in giving answers to them seria-
tim. Shonld this be demanded and conceded, matters will assume a
very different complexion from that under which they have been pre-
sented by presumptuous subordinates, coached up by an unscrupulous
superior, in a histoiy of events of which they could havo no personal
knowledge.

On the Report of the Examiner, I shall only observe that there has
been a breach of trust somewhere. A copy was sent to me a few
days ago by Mr. Finlaison, in compliance with official instructions to
the Secretary of the Syndicate. That Report is the property of the
Committee, who alone can order its disposition. It has not yot been
presented to the Committee. It is issued on the distinct condition—
"If this Report is published, it must bo givon in extenso." Spite of
this, I read extracts from it in your columns, and " tho four " also
quote from it. Tho customary clever tactics—the usual questionable
morale.

On the evidence afforded in the Report as to the educational con-
dition of the School, I shall offer no remarks, because it is a document
not yet fairly in court. On discipline and conduct, I shall merely
observe generally that the demeanour of boys before an examiner
for three days, or before a company assembled on an occasion such
as the distribution of prizes, affords no test of general behaviour.

What I have witnessed I believe in. Whatever defects there may
be, I do not blame, or in any way censure, those whom I have always
regarded as my young friends, and for whom I have laboured cheer-
fully. Spero meliora.

Before this can appear in your columns, my " reply " to Bro. Tew
and the lato Head Master will be before the public, who will form
their own conclusions on tho various points at issue. Unfortunately,
fresh matter suggests itsolf, and I could amplify my statements
almost indefinitely, supporting them with irrefragable testimony.

Mr. Perrott's circular, of 25th June, shall have due notice, and his
"crucial " questions shall bo "crucially " answered. We shall see
what is the value of the "veracity," with reference to which he
" dare not be silent."

As regards " self-commendation " and " scurrility," I have found
our late Head Master so perfect an adept in the ouo, and so inflated
by the other, that I am content to loave him in the full enjoyment
of both.

I shall conclude, deeply rogrettiug the painful necessity of thus
being compelled to vindicate my conduct, after fonvteen years of
faithful service , with a protest against the " ill-weaved ambition "
which prompted the lato Head Master to boast of " having the
honour to preside over the Institution," which at ouco affords an in-
sight into his character, and a clue to the sad chapter of our history
in which he has figured so prominently.

I am, Dear Sir and Brother,
Yours faithfully and fraternally,

FREDERICK BINCKES .
London, 19th July 1875.

To the Editor of THE FREEMASON 'S CHRONICLE ,
DEAR SIR AND BROTHER ,—Having just returned from the Conti-

nent, I tako the first opportunity of thanking Bro. Magnus Ohren for
correcting my letter that appeared in No. 26 of THE CHRONICLE -.
I being dull of heariug led to the mistake, which I regret.

Yours fraternally, M. M. M.

REPORT OF LODGE MEETINGS.

To the Editor of THE FREEMASON 'S CHRONICLE .
DEAR SIR AND BROTHER ,—It will , I suppose, bo useless to refer

our redoubtable Bro. Buchan to my "Speculative Freemasonry "
(page 110) , where ho will find a quotation from Aubrey's Natural
History of Wiltshire (page 277). "This day, May the 18th , being
Monday, 1G91, after Rogation Sunday, is a great Convention at
St. Paul's Church , of the Fraternity of Adopted Masons , whon Sir C.
Wren is to be adopted a brother , and Sir Henry Gooderic of the
Tower , and divers othci-s." This is the sole minute , yet known to be
preserved , of Sir C. Wren's initiation ; but this, coupled with tho
undoubted fact that the 1717 Masons always acknowledged him as
a brother, seems to bo authorifcivo evidence of his actual initiation.

Whilst writing to Bro. Baohan upon this subject , I may call his
attention to another confirmation of the Rosicrncian part of my
Masonic work and theory, which was so jauntil y handled by your
airy critic, first in the review of my work itself , and , secondly, iu a
notice of this part by a pamphlet issued by the Sovereign Sanctuary
of the Antient and Primitive Rite of Masonry, with which I have
the honour and pleasure to be connected. At page 113 I gave an
extract , furnished to me by Bro. M. Cooke, from a llosicracian work
printed in 1722, and dedicated to the Grand Lodge, 1st March 1721 ;
a copy of this book now forms a part of the coutents of the fino
library of that worthy brother, Capt. F. G. Irwin , and is entitled
"Long Livers," by Engcuins Philalothes, 1722. Bro. Irwiu has
kindly collated the extract for me, and states that it is acenrat^.
Having ceased advising and remembering Craftsmen of many things,
ho commences a new paragraph thus : " And now my brethren, you
of the hig her class , permit me to add a few words for you are but few,

OUR FREEMASONRY.—SIR C. WREN, &c.



and these few words I shall speak to you in riddles, because to you is
given to know those mysteries which are hidden from the unworthy."
Bro. Irwin agrees with me that the words higher class refer to
degree, and I consider that the alchemical language thereupon used
refers to the degree of Royal Arch , which, in 1725, is called the fifth
order. After giving a quantity of matter, showing the Rosicrncian
bearing of Freemasonry, I quoted, at page 122, in A.D. 1743, a list
of six Lodges of H.R.M.—Rosy Cross existing in London at that date
" from time immemorial." The English system of the higher degrees
have been so frequently repaired and tinkered that it is almost
impossible to say what degree, or portion of a degree, is ancient ; but,
possibly, in their first form, the Royal Aroh, Rosy Cross or H.R.D.M.
Templar, and Kadosh Templar or Priest, were pre-1717 inven-
tions of the Rosicrncian Freemasons, and from which Ramsay
obtained his theory. About the 1721 allusion to some Rosicrncian
degree, or degrees, there can now be no question, the only doubt is,
as to what degrees allusion is made. The system of Ramsay was
started in 1728. I cannot refrain from stating that tho only Rite
¦which still preserves the Rosicrncian dogma is that of the Antient
and Primitive Rite of Masonry ; as a system of Philalethes, it was
carried by the French to Egypt, and brought back to Montanban in
1815, by Bro. Samuel Honis, a native of Cairo, and worked there,
in connection with Marconi's de Negre, Baron Dumas, Marquis de
Laroque, and Hypolite Labrunie ; twice united with the Grand Orient
of France, namely in 1826 and 1862. I believe the Rosicrucian
theory to be the only true theory, and the only true high grade
Masonry, and in my hands it will not be eradicated from tho teaching
of the Antient and Primitive Rite, no matter what amount of
sarcasm or invectives may be, nnmasonically, brought to bear.

I again, however, reiterate the expression of my belief that the
only ancient Masonic grades are the threo first. In England there
is no allusion of any kind , to either a system of Marks or a degree
of Buch, until recent times, whilst in Scotland my proofs are con-
clusive, that every apprentice got a mark without any ceremony. As
regards the Master's ceremony, the ancient documents go to prove
that it had nothing to do with tho Royal Arch. Tho Royal Arch,
Rosy Cross or H.R.D.M. Templar, and Templar Priest, seem to be
the three steps alluded to in 1744 by D'Assigny, although he may
mean the Excellent, Super-excellent , Royal Arch, to resemble most
the Rosicrucian allusions, and to be most consistent. The latter
degree of Priest or Kadosh claimed in old Lancashire Rituals to date
from the " year of revival, or 1686," but in any case they are none
of them a portion of genuine Craft Masonry.

The Scotch had not the system of H.R.M. Rosy Cross at all, until
the middle of the eighteenth century, and carried it from London to
Edinburgh. It is now discovered that there is an allusion in the
minutes of the Lodge at Gateshead to tho "Highrodiams" in 1746,
and under this Grand Lodge might be included all tho Rosicrucian
system. The present system of Heredom Rosy Cross in Scotland
(the French version of the secrets of which the Antient and Primi-
tive Rite gives), consists of two parts, the first is a system of question
and answer, recognising only tho three degrees of Craft Masonry,
but including Arch, and similar symbolism, whilst the second part
is in doggerel rhyme, making the brother a Knight of the Ro3y Cross.
I, myself, doubt the Order's antiquity in its present form ; its boasted
descent from Bruce, at least, is pure nonsense.

Truly and fraternally yours,
JOHN YARKER, P.M., P.Z., Ac,

P.S.G.W. of the Grand Lodge of Greece.
P.S.—Bro. F. G. Irwin believes that " Long Livers " (dedicated

1721), is the work of Dr. Mead. Can any one give me particulars
of Dr. Mead's career, Masonic or otherwise ?

To the Editor of TnE FREEMASON 'S CHRONICLE .
SIR AND BROTHER ,—Recently I have read, with no little interest,

the pointed letters of certain brethren upon the objectionable course
followed in some Lodges of initiating candidates hailing from other
and, perhaps, somewhat distant towns, without strict inquiries being
instituted as to why the said candidates did not choose to avail
themselves of the means of Masonio access which their own towns
afforded, et cetera. I have not a word to say against the words of
caution contained in these letters, but I think, Sir,—if I may jud ge
from what has recently occurred in connection with the Lodge
whereof I am a member—there may be good reasons why, in some
instances at any rate, persons Masomcally inclined seek to enter
onr ranks through the medium of a Lodge in a town other than their
own. At our last meeting but one, a Past Master (who is also a
P. Pro. G.S.B.) proposed , for initiation , one of our leading tradesmen,
who is also a member of the local mnnicipal body ; and the seconder
was no loss esteemed a brother than the I.P.M. The balloting took
placo last Thnrsday evening, and you may imagine the amazemen t
of the proposer and seconder of the candidate on learning that
something like eight black-balls were found iu the box. Tho feeling
of astonishment was such that, at the after Lodge meeting, certain
of the brethren expressed themselves very warmly on tho point, and
protested against the spirit of vvodictivenesa being introduced into
a matter of this kind. The fact is, Sir, this black-balling did not
arise from the fact that the candidate was not a jnst and upright
man, of sound judgment or strict morals, but it was purely a reprisal
—a quid pro quo for tho black-balling of a candidate some few
months ago, who had the sympathies of those who, on this occasion,
so liberal ly black-balled the gentleman who had two of the leading
P.M.'s for his sponsors . Not the slightest hint was thrown
out at any time that this candidato was iu any respect unfit
for, or uuworthy of Masonic induction , and I can honestly assure
you that the event has sent a thrill of surprise and indigna-
tion through the whole of the other Lodges iu the town.

PRACTICE versus PRECEPT.

It should be stated that the candidate who was black-balled a few
months ago, was objected to by those who went against him, on the
score of morality, so that this simply aggravates the recent attempt
at making two blacks into a white. I may state, furthermore, that
the I.P.M. had two candidates to propose at this last meeting, but,
seeing how the tide had set in, he chose to leave the propositions
alone rather than suffer farther humiliation at the next meeting. So
that instead of having our hands full of business, we may now sing,
as sang the doleful operatives during the cotton famine, " We've got
no work to do."

There has already been one secession from this Lodge on account
of the questionable conduct of certain brethren—a secession which
ultimated in tho consecration of a new Lodge ; and if things go on
in this unbrotherly and suidical manner, then these troublesome spirits,
to whom I have alluded, who, Cato-like , are giving effect to the
legend, Delenda est Carthago , will have only themselves to thank
should they find " Ichabod " written across the title of their Lodge.

In the face of such a fact as the foregoing, I do not wonder much
that certain parties should seek admission into our brotherhood
beyond tho confines of thoir own towns. I do not for a moment
assume that all who seek admission through outlandish sources are
" fit and proper persons ;" my argument is that, in some instances, the
candidate is much " moro sinned against than sinning," that here and
there he is confronted by a base and heathenish opposition, and that
there are times when a candidate is warranted in seeking initiation
in a locality where he is less known.

I could wish , Sir, that some abler pen than mine would take up
this subject, and read our Lodges a practical homily on the subject.

Yours fraternal ly, EAST LANCASHIRE .

To the Editor of THE FREEMASON 'S CHRONICLE .
DEAR SIR AND BROTHER ,—Yon do favour us with some curious

extracts sometimes, and, if I am not mistaken, the one at page 43,
from the Scotsman, will stand alongside of any as a wonderful
specimen of " drawing the long bow " upon Masonic matters.

Tho castle in the air, which the imaginative scribe calls up before
us, would certainly be a grand and beautiful edifice if it had sufficient
substantiality about it to stand looking at closely and fairly, but tho
worst of it is, that the more wo look the less we see ! I fear the
writer is not a real " canny Scot," but some inspired missionary, who
has felt constrained to visit our benighted land to remove the veil
which so sadly obstructs our vision , I cannot help thinking, however,
that instead of really removing this veil ho has only made matters
worse by painting it.

We are told that " Freemasonry was tho conservator of pure and
sound religious morals in times of almost universal degeneracy," and
that, in the fourteenth century, it " entered its solemn and oft
repeated protests against the corruptions and profligacy of the time."
Of course it did , the only saints then living were " Freemasons."
Wicklifl'e was a Freemason, so was Hnss, Luther too was a Free-
mason, and even attained tho dignity of Grand Master of the German
Freemasons, and the best of it is that the reason why they made
their mark npon the history of tho world so well was because they
were Freemasons, and because of the instruction they received
within the bosom of their Masonic Lodges.

Some folks tell us that the devil is not quite so black as he is
painted , but I fear that that piece of charity would not apply to his
Catholic majesty, for ho cannot be painted black enough. It is
possible, however, to lay it on too thick sometimes, when it falls off
with its own weight, displaying beauties before undreamt of. So
with tho Catholic Church in the fourteenth century, it had its faults,
but still it had many valuable points about it too, and although it
ultimately degenerated , yet in its time it did much good, and had
many good men in its ranks.

As to what reall y kept up the standard of morals in and after tho
fourteenth century, perhaps the Scotsman will rub his spectacles and
again strive to enlighten us ?

I am, Sir,
Yours fraternal ly,

W. P. BUCHAN .

MASONIC CONVERSATIONS .— It was a source of pleasure to us to be
present at a Masonic meeting a few evenings ago, under the intelligent
presiding officer. The able manner in which he discharged all the
duties of his office , the attention that his manner of discharging those
duties commanded from the brethren , tho earnest desiro of every
brother present to hear every word that fell from his lips,
the readiness with which his decisions were bowed to, and
the satisfaction which they gave the brethren, all went to
convince us that our Worshipful Brother was indeed Master of his
Lodge. One feature we noticed especially, and it particularly pleased
us. The regular business of the Lodge was over ; there was no
" work," as the conferring of degrees is called , and instead of closing
his Lodge, as most Masters do under such circumstances, he said :
" Brethren, we can now spend half an hour profitably in a ' Masonic
Conversation.' Is there anything on which any brother requires
light ? or has any brother a suggestion to make that may benifit ns
all as Masons ? Let us have a regular Masonic talk over Masonio
matters general ly." A Masonic " family talk " followed, that interested
all the brethren present—we know it interested us. There was no subtle
discussion, no effort at display, no attempt at gaining a personal
triumph. The eliciting of truth only seemed to be the object of every
one present. How many Masters of Lodges might follow this ex-
cellent example, and have their "Masonio Conversations " — thei r
" family talk over Masonic matters generally " — with profit and
satisfaction to themselves and their brethren.—tfe&rety Leader ,

" WHAT FREEMASONRY HAS DONE."
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Editor of The Freemason's Chronicle, 67 Barbican, E.C.

Cats : their Points and Chara cteristics, with Curiosities of Cat Life,
and a Chapter on Feline Ailments. By W. GORDON STABLES,
M.D., CM., R.N. Author of " Medical Life in the Navy," " Wild
Adventares in the Far North." The " Newfoundland and Watch
Dog," in Webb's Book on Dogs, &c, &c. London : Dean and Son,
St. Dunstan's Buildings, 160A Fleet Street, E.C.

WE have seldom come across a work so interesting as this of
Dr. Stables on Cats. This animal, without which a house seems
hardly to be furnished, is very properly a great domestic pet—
in families which have any sort of respect for tho animal. It renders
valuable service in keeping down those troublesome vermin,
tho mice and rats, which infest cellars and all underground
belongings. If treated well, by which wo mean, not only with
kindness, but also judiciously, the cat is sure to bo one of
tho most popular inmates in a house. Pussy gets on famously
with the youngsters, who tease it of course, as is the custom of
wilful youngsters, and get scratched accordingly, but " the worry "
of the three and four-year-olds is only momentary. One moment
they plague, the next moment they pet, and puss is far readier to be
on friendly terms than always spitting and scratching. A good
housewife, too, knows the value of a good cat. She need have no
fear , if proper care is exercised, that her feline friend will misbehave
itself in the drawing-room, or go foraging on the sly in the larder.
Cats get credit for more mischief than they ever commit. As Dr.
Stables points out, and as tho experience of many of our readers will
confirm, sins are too often laid at the cat's door, for which the maid
or her follower is truly responsible. It is wonderful how much
crockery is destroyed by the domestic cat, which, be it remarked ,
is the reverse of clumsy in its movements. As for the cream,
the chops, the fish , the cold'lamb, &c, which disappear owing to the
hungry passions of puss, the quantity would suffice to keep a whole
regiment of cats in tho plumpest condition imaginable. Cats are
rather apt to fly at birds, but they may soon be taught to leave the
feathered tribe alone. This disposition, which is part of their nature,
may soon be corrected, and the favourite canary or piping bull-
finch left in its cage in perfect security from any onslaught by Tom
or Tabitha. But in our enthusiasm for cats, we are forgetting their
friend , Dr. Stables, who, we repeat, has done good service by writing
the work before us. The book is in two parts or volumes, the first of
which is devoted to a description of the domestic cat, under such
headings as "Pussy on her Native Hearth," "Pussy's Love of
Children ," " Pussy as a Mother, " Pussy s Playmates," " Hunting
Exploits," tho whole closing with a tale, entitled "The Miller's
Friend." It is almost needless to remark that the whole of this, and,
indeed, of the second part likewise, is freely interspersed with the
liveliest anecdotes, all illustrative of some feline characteristic. Tho
following is a case in point. We read, at pp. 97 and 9S :—

"A Tom-cat, called Bruce, lived, some years ago, at a farm-house
near Dundee. This cat—honest in every other way—could never
resist the temptation to steal the cream. All efforts to cure him of
this habit were resorted to in vain. But one day, Bruce, much to his
own satisfaction, found himself shut up in the milk-house. When all
was quiet , Bruce came from his corner and had a look round. What
a grand and imposing array of basins of milk and tubs-full of cream !
One of the latter stood ou a table beneath the window, the edge of the
tub being on a level with the sill. It was the largest tub in the room ;
aud blessing his luck, up jumped Bruce and began to lick. It was so
delicious, and Bruce closed his eyes to get the full flavour of it. Just
then , however, some noise outside startled him,—he know ho was
smuing, and was consequently nervous,—and in turning round , he
missed his feet, and fell heels over head into the tub. Althongh half-
choked, so soon as he came up, Bruce struck out boldly for the shore,
but the sides of the vessel were too slippery even for a cat to hold on
to; besides, the weight of the cream clogged his movements. He
would fain not have screamed , but death stared him in the face, and
the idea of dying in a tub of milk, as he had seen mice die, was
awful ; so he opened his mouth and gave vent to a smothered yell.
That yell, loud resounding through the house, brought "ben "
the good-wife, and Bruce's life was saved at the expenso of
about threo pints of cream ; but never more did that cat
go near tho milk-house. He was a reformed cat from that day ; a
burning and a shining light to all the cats in tho country-side."

As to the love of pussy for her offspring, Dr. Stables mentions
several interesting cases, of which tho most remarkable are
recorded at pp. 116-118:—

" Cats have been often known to leap gallantly iuto the water after
a drowning kitten, aud briug it safely to land. A case occurred onlya few days ago. Some lads stole a cat's ouly kitten , aud after playing
with it all day, proposed drowning it. With this intention they went
to a mill-dam, aud threw it far into tho water. Dnt tho lovinn- little
mother had been waiting and watching not far off', and , stimulated bythe drowning cry of her kitten , she bravely swam toward s it, aud
brought it on shore. I know another instance of a cat, that saved thelife of a kitten which belonged to another cat. Her own kittens had
been drowned a whole week before, but evidently she had not forgotten
the loss ; and one clay, seeing four kittens being drowned in a°pool,see plunged in, and seizing the largest brought it to bauk, and
marched off with it in triumph. She reared it carefully. The
children baptized it Moses, very appropriately too ; and it is now ahue, large Tom-tabby.

A poor cat some time since nearly lost her life in tho Deo, attempt-ing to save the life of her kitten. The river was swollen with recentrains, and the kitten was in tho centre of the stream •, but, nothing
daunted, pussv, like the bravo little heroine she was, plunged in. and

finally reached it. Here her real danger only began, for the current
was very strong, and pussy was whirled rapidly down the river.
After struggling for nearly half an hour, she succeeded in landing ab
a bend in the river nearly a mile below. She had stuck to her poor
kitten all the time ; but the poor little thing was dead."

All the anecdotes recorded are authenticated as far as possible, tho
names and addresses of the persons from whom the author obtained
them being given, and our readers will fully agree with us that cat
nature is not as fully appreciated by human nature as it deserves.

The second volume is devoted more especial ly to the history, classi-
fication and points of cats, as well as to feline ailments and their
mode of treatment. Here, too, are related sundry short stories and
tales, also vouched for in the manner described under Part I. Wo
wish we had more space at our disposal, so that wo might convey to
our readers some idea of the excellence of Dr. Stables as the historian
and medical adviser of the cat, but it will suffice, perhaps, if we
assure them that he may bo accepted a3 readily in these latter capa-
cities as in his capacity of student of the every day life and habits of
this domestic prote"gc. The book is well printed , and though the
illustrations leave something to bo desired , we know of few books we
would more readily place within reach of intelligent boys, or, indeed,
generally of those who take an interest in animals.

THE DRAMA.
" Rough and Ready," at the Globe.—" Clanearty," at

the Queen's.
AFTER a very successfu l career in tho provinces, Mr. and Mrs.

Billington have returned to delight their numerous admirers
in London, aud have appeared in a piece written specially for them
by Mr. Paul Merritt, entitled Roug h and Read y.  It is really refresh-
ing to see one more genniuc specimen of domestic melodrama ; to
hear once more the enthusiastic applause of vulgar audiences when
they are told that honest poverty is noble, and, by implication, that
a rich man is geueral ly a scoundrel. Sentiments of this kind are not
now frequently heard at any high class theatre : they are chiefly
confined to the . Dramas of the East London or tho Pavilion, but tho
pleasure is all the greater for being unexpected , when we hear the
gallery cheering frantically at the triumph of preternatural virtue
over villai ny of the blackest dye. Roug h and Read y provokes
a great deal of applause of this kind, and the Yorkshire
gamekeeper who is the hero of the piece, equally good at verbal
repartee, or at that physical kind of repartee which we call
the noblo art of self defence, is ' a very popular character ; and when
the end of the piece discloses tho fact that he is the elder brother by
a secret marriage of a yonng gentleman who has lost no opportunity
since the rising of the curtain of grossly insulting him, it is felt
that a most satisfactory climax has been reached. The drama is not
without effective situations, but theso aro brought about by im-
possible means, and the dialogue appears to be a mixture of rude
fli ppancy with sentimental nonsense. The acting is as a rule far too
good for tho piece ; Mr. Billington plays the gamekeeper hero with
real power, but ho should remember that men who are strong men-
tally and physically do not indul ge iu hysterical snivelling on every
possible occasion ; beyond this tendency there is no fault to be
found with Mr. Billington's acting. Mrs. Billington is always a safe
actress, but wo have seen her to much greater advantage than in
Rough and Read y. Mdlle. Camille Dubois plays a small part, with
charming vivacity, and sings, " I know a Maiden fair to see, with
great point and expression , though with littl e vocal power. A
rascally attorn ey, the villain of the drama, is portrayed by Mr. Jack-
son, with admirable discretion , and the minor parts are well filled.
Although the piece may be said to be successful from a pecuniary
point of view, wo should much prefer to have sccu Mr. and Mrs.
Billington iu some drama more worthy of their abilities.

It is rather rash on the part cf Mr. George Rignold to opon a short
season at the Queen's with " Clanearty ." The drama has been so
recently played , by Mr. Neville, at the Olymp ic, that its newness
cannot be an attraction , whilst it is tolerably certain that few will
caro to compare the renderings of certain parts by artistes no one of
whom belongs to the firs t rank of his profession. Mr. Rignold, of
course, plays Clanearty, and in a manner which shows that his visit
to America has not in any way lessened his somewhat spasmodic
vigour; if Mr. Rignold would repress a tendency to address frequent
impromptu speeches to tho audience, the dignity of his performance
would be heightened. Miss Helen Barrv is tho new Lady Clanearty,
and Miss M. Henderson now plays Lady Betty Noel ; she labours under
the disadvantage of succeeding Miss Fowler, whoso style is admirably
suited to the part , and whose rendering of it will probably never bo
surpassed by any successor. The revival is tolerably successful, and
ought to profitabl y occupy Mr. Rignold until Sep tember, when ho
intends to revisit America.

"The ' Spuciahto Sherry sold by Messrs, Feltuc and Sons, of
27 Albemarle Street, W. is vouched for by various eminent chemical
and medical authorities ns being pure . Wo will take that as the
very best and most satisfactory basis to start from to criticise tho
wine. From thenceforward v/o claim to have as good a right to
speak, and when wo say that the tasto of the Specialito Sherry ' is
very refined—-something that meets the modern notion of dry, and
yet fulfils tho desire s of those who ask for tho old-fashioned nutty
flavour— we think the public may cxclain—' We have found it !  This
is the verv wine !' "— Court Journal.

DE LA Bra's ISIBBKATIOSAT. PLAYIXG fl .iKns . — Portraits of the Ttovalfcy of
Europe. Post free, 2s 6d. W. W, Morgan, i>7 Barbican , London, U.U. "



OUR WEEKLY BUDGET
MORE than the usual amount of business has marked

the past parliamentary week, several Government
Bills of great importance having been advanced one or
more stages. The usual declaration by Government,
however, of the innocents they propose for massacre has
not yet been made, and great, accordingly, is the amaze-
ment of the quidnuncs. In the House of Lords, on Friday,
a debate was raised on the Army by the Earl of Galloway.
He proposed that the cadre system laid dotvn by the late
Government should be discontinued till the first class
reserve had attained a respectable numerical strength .
His lordship further suggested certain modifications in our
military system, the whole tendency of his resolution being
to strengthen our military forces. The Earl Cadogan
deprecated the motion, chiefly on the grounds that the new
system had not yet had fair play. Among the other
speakers were the Marquis of Lansdowne, the Duke of
Cambridge, and Lord Cardwell, and ultimately the motion
was withdrawn. But while the military doctors are dis-
cussing, where is the British Army that is to serve us iu
time of need ? Is it on paper, or a real force ? and if real,
to what extent ? After dealing with sundry other bills and
questions the House adjourned. On Monday, the Coolie
Traffic and Hyde Park Barracks were the leading questions
discussed ; as regards the latter, the case of Prince's Gate,
&c. v. the Barracks, was handled with telling effect, the
attack on the health y condition and influence , and the
morality of the Household Cavalry, was dealt with very
warmly, it being pointed out that the houses had come to
the barracks, not the barracks to the houses, and that the
troops in question were notoriously among the best con-
ducted in the whole Army. The question of site also was
settled in favour of the present barracks. On Tuesday,
the most important business was in connection with the
Friendly Societies Bill, the report on amendments to which
was agreed to. On Thursday, the Pharmacy Bill, on the
motion of the Duke of Richmond, was read a second time,
and the Sale of Food and Drugs Bill a third time, and
passed, but with certain amendments proposed by the
Government. The question of the Exportation of Refined
Sugar from France was brought under the notice of the
House by Lord Hampton. After a tolerably full statement
from the Earl of Derby, who hoped , before the end of the
Session, to be able to supplement the information he was
able to furnish now, and , after a few remarks from Earl
Granville, the subject dropped , and the House adjourned.

There was a morning sitting on Friday, at which the
Labour Bills of the Home Secretary, namely, the Con-
spiracy and Protection of Property Bill and the Employers
and Workmen Bill came under discussion, the reports
being agreed to, but, as regards the former, not
without several divisions, in which the opponents
of fhe Government were seriously beaten. The question
of the number of judgea, in connection with the
Supreme Court of Judicature Act (1873) Amendme n t
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(No. 2) Bill, was afterwards discussed. At the evening
sitting, the River Shannon Navigation Act -was brought up
by The O'Conor Don, after which Dr. Lush moved a
resolution as to the status of medical officers in the army.
The House was counted out at a quarter past twelve. On
Monday, the State of Business led to a long discussion, the
Premier being " chaffy," but hardly in his happiest vein.
The Agricultural Holdings Bill occupied the greater part of
the evening, Mr. J. W. Barclay's motion being under dis-
cussion, and, in the end, defeated by an overwhelming
majority. Ultimately the House went into Committee on
the Bill . At the morning sitting on Tuesday, Mr. Cross's
Labour Bills came again under notice, and the Govern-
ment carried their points by very narrow majorities. After-
wards the House passed to the Agricultural Holdings Bill ,
and sundry clauses passed through Committee. A count
out again occurred in the evening. On Wednesday, the
second reading of the Poor Removal Bill, moved by
Mr. Downing, was rejected by 2S1 to 65. On Thursday,
the House afforded a most unusual scene of excitement.
Mr. Disraeli having, in response to Mr. Charley, announced
that it was the intention of the Government to withdraw,
for this Session, the Merchant Shipping Bill , Mr. Plimsoll
used most unheard of Parliamentary language, the result
being that he was ordered to withdraw, and Mr. Disraeli
moved that the Speaker do reprimand the Member for
Derby. At the instance of sundry, however, the debate
was adjourned for a week, it being stated that Mr. Plimsoll
was ill from excitement. The House then went into
Committee on the Agricultural Holdings Bill, which Mr.
Disraeli announced would be carried through its remaining
stages. The greater part of the evening was thus occupied,
several amendments being suggested, and one or two
divisions occurring favourable to the government. On the
House resuming, a personal explanation by Mr. E. Bates,
the member for Plymouth, was offered in relation to cer-
tain statements earlier in the evening by Mr. Plimsoll, and
then the order for the Discharge of the Shipping Bill was
agreed to.

In spite of the unseasonableness of the weather, the
worthy townsfolk of Margate turned out in full force on
Monday last, on the occasion of the visit of their Royal
Highnesses, the Prince and Princess of Wales, to open
the Seaside Asylum for the Deaf and Dumb. Among those
present were Prince Waklemar of Denmark, a brother of
the Princess, the Archbishop of Canterbury, who offered
up an appropriate prayer, invoking the Divine blessing on
so admirable an institution, and a grand array of muni-
cipal authorities, including of course the Mayor and the
Recorder. After the ceremonial , a dejeuner was served, at
which in responding to the health of the Princess and him-
self, the Prince expressed the great pleasure it afforded
them to be present on the occasion , especially as his family
hadbeen always so closely connected with the institution, and
hadalways taken,ashehopedth ey stillwould continueto take,
the liveliest interest in its welfare. Of course, the town was
en fete, every kind of decoration was to be seen along the
line of march—some two miles—:and fireworks and a general
illumination brought a day, admirable in all respects save
that of the weather, to a brilliant close. With a view to
meeting any accidents by fire that might occur, town
councillor Bro. H. Davis sent his fire engine to parade the
town during the evening, and the day following Bro.
Merryweather, of Bow Street, showed the people its
capabilities. The banquet , we may add, was sumptuousl y
provided by Mrs. Rope, while the Avines were supplied by
Bro. Crawford.

Ihe news from various parts of the country as to the
effects of the recent continuous and heavy rains is very
serious. In the Fen country and iu Oxfordshire , in the
Valley of the Thames, of the None, of the Trent , in
Leicester, Monmouthshire , and elsewhere, a considerable
amount of damage has been done to property, while,
happily in a few instances only, the lives of sundry persons
have been sacrificed , in the effort to assist others or to
save property. But the worst yet remains to be told. The
loss to tho crops will be very considerable ; the hay which
was lying m the fields has been washed away in tons, the
Avheat is laid in many places, barley has suffered, and so, too,
have oats. In some parts, as in Sussex for example, no
amount of fine hot weather will make good the damage
that has been done. In some parts, as in Bedfordshire, it
is supposed tho heaviest part of the floods has yet to
come.

But what of Wimbledon , iu the midst of all this water ?

Camping out in bright summer weather, within easy reach
of the Metropolis, and leading as happy a life as the Pope is
supposed to do, is extremely jolly, no doubt, under ordinary
circumstances. Even a twinge or two of rheumatism
may be endured in the search after the Common pleasures
of the season. But the past fortnight has been very de-
structive, we imagine, of camp comforts to the between
2,000 and 3,000 volunteers and others, who seem to think
a certain amount of soldiering every year does them good.
But, wet or fine , the business part of the programme had
to be got through, whatever might become of the pleasure.
All day long, accordingly, there was firing at the butts, and
some marvellous scoring was the result. Again and again
was the highest possible score achieved, while the aggre-
gate at different ranges was mostly respectable, and tho
average throughout tho meeting we should think must
have been almost higher than in any previous year. It
were impossible, of course, to notice all, or even a tenth
of those who distinguished themselves. Let it suffice
that the Queen's prize was won by a Devonian,
Captain G. Pearse, who scored, at 800 yards 30 points,
at 900 28 points, and at 1,000 15 points, giving
a total of 73 out of a possible 105. Private L.
Chalmers, 5th Forfarshire, and Private P. Smellie, Edin-
burg Rifle Brigade, tieing for second place with 64 points.
Of the other competitions we may mention that the Lords
were greatly beaten by the Commons) Cambridge defeated
Oxford for the Chancellor's Challenge Plate, Ireland for a
second time carried off the Elcho Challenge Shield, with an
aggregate score of 1,506 (15 shots at 800, 900, and 1,000
each, any rifle), Scotland being second with 1,503, and Eng-
land last with 1,502. Harrow tied with Derby for the
Ashburton Challenge Shield, with 543, but Philpot, Captain
of the Marlborough team, took the Spencer Cup
for the best score at the 500 yards with 30 points.
The Americans were also present, while the Canadians
beat the Mother Country for the Kolapore Challenge Cup.

While the Volunteers have been pounding away at the
Wimbledon bntts, the Regulars have been engaged in their
Autumn Manoeuvres, and, from all accounts, there seems to
have been some very good work, plenty of marching and
counter-marching, plenty of gunpowder expended , while
the general idea for each of the various struggles appears
carried out with more than the usual skill by the rival
commanders, Sir Henry de Bathe and Sir John Douglas.
There appears, too, to be a general belief that the soldiers,
though not so heavily laden as they would be in real war-
fare, have shown themselves superior in p hysique to the
general belief regarding them. Of course it is matter for
satisfaction when we find that any portion of our small
army represents something like a fair quid pro quo, con-
sidering the amount expended on it.

There has been no little excitement in banking circles
at the news that the London and Westminster have burnli
their fingers over discounting bills, and that the loss the
Company has sustained cannot be set clown at less than
from £200,000 to £300,000. The persons inculpated are
the Messrs. Collie, of London and Manchester, whose failure
occurred no long time since. The Alderman, Sir Thomas
White, was prepared to release the accused on heavy bail,
but as this was not forthcoming at the outset, they wero
removed in the ordinary prison van to Newgate. This is
not the only case which is likely to become public, another
charge affecting the fair fame of one who, if not still, was
till quite recently, a Member of Parliament, being shortly
abont to be heard.

The Scottish fete at the Alexandra Palace, last Satur-
day, was less of a failure, in respect of the weather, than tho
Hound Show. There were several close competitions in reel
and Strathspey dancing, in pibroch playing, in playing
marches, and in dancing reels ; while, later in the afternoon ,
when the rain condescended to hold up, the outdoor
sports took place, Donald Dinnie carrying all before
him in the various feats of strength , such as tossing
the caber, putting the stone, throwing the hammer, and
also in a 500 yards hurdle race ; but in pole-leap-
ing he only secured second place. Monday was the
day set apart for the Odd Fellows' fete, and , all things
considered , there was a fair attendance, over 12,000
of these eccentric beings finding their way into the building
and continuing to amuse themselves passably well. On
Wednesday, the first summer evening promenade concert
came off, and, musically, must be looked upon as a success.
The second of the series will be held this afternoon , and let
us hope tho clerk of the weather will soon take pity ou ua



be the P.G.A.G.P. ; Bro. Robert Wentworth Little is to be
Provincial Grand Senior Warden ; and H. A. Dubois
P.G.A.D.C., P.M. 1423, and W.M. 1326, is to be the
P.G.D.C. for the Province. All the brethren selected have
well and deservedly worked in their various Lodges, and
the appointments have given great satisfaction.

and on the directors. Next Saturday will be held a grand
international fete, in honour of the visit of foreign municipal
authorities to this country. On this occasion the Lord
Mayor and the lesser magnates of the City will be in full
force, and there will also be a march past of the London
Rifle Volunteers.

Christ's Hospital held its annual speech-day on Wednes-
day, but, owing to indisposition , the Lord Mayor was unable,
as usual, to preside, and accordingly Alderman Sir Ben-
jamin Phillips acted as his representative, the Lady
Mayoress, however, being present with Alderman and
Sheriff Ellis and other notabilities. The Orations were
delivered very effectively, and were deservedly applauded.
Then the University distinctions gained by past and present
Blues since last speech-day were announced, and then
followed the agreeable but somewhat tedious business of
distributing the prizes. This over, Sir B. Phillips shortly
addressed the company, and then, the National Anthem
having been sung, the boys set off for their Midsummer
holidays.

There seems little doubt that in the recent fighting the
Carlists have got the worst of it, but the question is, have
they been effectively beaten so that the chance of bringing
the war to an end is any nearer ? We have so oiten heard
that Don Carlos is hopelessly beaten that we have become
hopeless of ever hearing anything else. In Prance the late
compact between the centres appears to have come to grief
through the action of M. Gambetta to the great satisfaction of
the Imperialists. Elsewhere the news, except so far as it
relates to the recent storms and floods, which appear to
have been pretty general over the Continent, is of little,
if any, interest. We may add that the Pope is well in
health, but obstinate, as usual, as regards one point. We
need not explain further.

The regular meeting of the Grand Lodge of Benevolence
was held on Wednesday, 21st inst., at Freemasons' Hall,
Great Queen-street, Bro. J. Nunn P.G.S.B. in the chair.
The Committee meeting was held previously. Grants to the
amount of £300 were confirmed. There were 18 fresh cases,
and relief Avas granted to tho amount of £237. The G.L.
of Benevolence was then closed. The following brethren
Avere present :—Bros. J. Brett P.G.P., E. P. Albert
A.G.P., H. Bartlett P.M. 147, W. Smith P.G.S., W. Mann
186, C. A. Cottebrime P.G.P., J. Savage P.G.D., H.
Dicketts P.G.S., W. Stephens 1489, J. Boyd P.G.P., S. May
P.G.S., W. Howe 1445, H. M. Levy P.M. 188, J. Wright
G.P., H.W. Hemsworth P.M. 1193, Handley, R. G. Marsh
No. 9, J. Willing 1507, C Hogard , G. Brown , J. Smith
P.G.P., J. Harvey, G.S., H. G. Buss P.M., Pendlebury, J.
Spiers P.G.S.B., Hilton P.M., Hose W.M. Excelsior, J. E.
Saunders P.G.D., Grunbaum 1017, Harvey, and Busher
P.G.S.B.

The Baroness Burdctt Coutts is about to present a set
of the "chairs of office " to the Lodge of Freemasons, No.
1278 under Grand Lodge of England , Avhich is named
after her. The presentation will be made by the Baroness,
in person , at a meeting of the Lodge, Avhich has been fixed
for Thursday next, at Freemasons' Hall, Great Queen
Street, at five o'clock, Avhen the members, by a dispensa-
tion from his Royal Highness the Grand Master, will
be alloAved to Avear " clothing." The Baroness, in her letters
to the Lodge, having recognised the charitable disposition
of the Craft, has expressed her earnest desire to be a co-
Avorker Avith Freemasonry. The brethren of the Lodge
will entertain the Baroness at a repast, and this Avill be the
firs t occasion in England in which a lady has been present
Avhen Lod ge " furniture ," as such, has been in tho room.

The Bnrdett Coutts Lodge of Instruction meets at Bro.
T. Ll oyd's, Approach Tavern , Approach Road , Victoria
Park, every Friday evening , at 8 o'clock p.m. The
ceremony of installation Avill be Avorkel on the 30th instant ,
by Bro. Ashburner , the I.P.M. of the Liotlier Lodge.
Brethren are invited to attend.

Ihc following brethre n ha\re been selected for Provincial
Grand Honors in the Province of Middlesex , viz., Bro.
W. Hammond P.G.S. aud P.M. No. 201, I.P.M. 1326,
is to be the Provincial S.G.J.D., representing tho Lebanon
Lodge 1326 ; Bro. E. Thiellay S.W. 145, S.W. 1423, is to

COUNCIL OE KOYAL AND SELECT
MASTERS.

ORDER OF ST. LAWRENCE, &o.

ON Wednesday afternoon, at 4 p.m., a Council of Ex-
cellent Masters was opened at the Hall, No. 2 Red

Lion Square, W. Bro. F. Binckes presiding. The ceremony
was impressively rendered with the assistance of Worship-
ful Bro. Hyde Pullen . A Council of Royal and Select
Masters Avas afterwards opened, the degrees ably worked,
and the degree of Super Excellent Master also communi-
cated by Avay of lecture. The ceremonies of the Royal and
Select are amongst the most beautiful knoAvn in Masonry,
especially when rendered with Bro. Pullen's kind aid.

A Lodge of the Order of St. Lawrence, a curious degree
of Lancashire operative origin, Avas subsequently opened,
and amongst several candidates, III. Bro. N. Philips was
dubbed a Knight of the Gridiron. A lecture from Bro. C.
F. Matier concluded the ceremony.

HotLo-WiTt's I'uts ASD OIXTMENT .—Through the use of these remedies
I numbers have felt relief from suffering, and havo experienced ease and comfort
to a degree which has surpassed their fondest hopes. The rave combination
of medicinal properties which theso remedies possess is marvellously adapted
for tho cure and relief of all blood diseases, for where that vital fluid has
become in any way contaminated , either by hereditary transmission, or
acquired, by climato, excess, or any other cause, these potent purifying
remedies, eUra.mn.te from it the morbific agency, and restore the constitution
to sound and vigorous existence, properties such as those cannot bo too highly
extolled , and mankind has reason to be thankful that so valuable a discovery
is within reach.

SYSTEMATIC CHAEITY
'j\/TANY of us, perhaps, arc not aware of the large sums disbursed
-*-'-*- through the Supreme Council of the Ancient and Accepted
Rite, whose head quarters arc at No. 33 Golden Square, in quiet
and unostentatious charity. Considerable amounts havo been sent
in lately by its representatives at the Festivals, and tho sura of five
hundred francs has been remitted to the Supreme Council of France,
as a contribution for sufferers by the inundations.

ENGLISH AND ITALIAN FEEEMASONS.
/~\N Saturday the otlicers of the Grand Lodge of English Freemasons
 ̂ consecrated and constituted , under the warrant of the Graud

Master, a new Lodge, named after tho Princess of Wales and the
Palace on JInsivell-hill. The new Lodge is held iu a suite of rooms in
the Palace. The firs t Worshipful Master is Brother J. C. Parkinson ,
Past Grand Deaoon , and at the banquet which followed, the Worship-
ful Master, in proposing " Tho Health, of the Grand Master, referred
to the forthcoming visit of the Prince of Wales to India, and said that
his Eoyal Highness would see symbols of Freemasonry ou tho monu-
ments which had stood iu India from time immemorial, bnt he AYould
also see, in the institutions of that country, that the spiri t of tho Craft
was entirely absent. In reply to the toast of his health , the Worship-
ful Master remarked that since the grand demonstration at the Albert
Hall, and as one of the earliest acts of grace of the Royal Grand
Master, the Grand Lodge of Italy had been recognised officially by tho
Grand Lodge of England . Tho Masons of England and the Masons
of Italy were now linked together by the strongest paternal ties, pro-
fessing tho same principles, aud united for tho high purposes of tho
Craft (cheers) . Thcro were nearly 200 Lodges, and about 10,000
Masons working under the Grand Orient of Italy, and the Orient
included illustrious patriots and some of the most distinguished men
in Italy (cheers) . The Freemasonry of Italy was now identical with,
that of England, aud its recognition by the Grand Master of England ,
was a complete answer to the heated vituperations of Pope, prelate,
aud pamphleteers.—Standard.

MARRIAGE.
ARMSTRONG— FISHBOURNE. —luth July, at Cloydale Church , by tho

Rev. Robert Armstrong, JI.A., brother of the bridegroom , James Armstrong,
Esq., FarmniU, Clones, to Anna Catherine, youngest daughter of William Fish'bourne , Esq., J.P., f ontb.il', Carlow.



ESSEX PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE.
WHEN the Provincial Grand Secretary announced, at the Festival

of the Senior Lodge in the Province, that the R.W. the Pro-
vincial Grand Master had decided to hold his Lodge for 1875 at
Eochford, not a few of those present expressed themselves as ignorant
of the geography of the place, and " Where is Eochford ? " has
since passed somewhat into a proverb among the Freemasons of the
Eastern Division of the County. For the sake of those who did not
venture npon the journey on Tuesday, it may be stated that Eoch-
ford is an ancient town, consisting of four irregular streets, and
situate on the banks of the Little Roche, which is navigable up to
within about a mile of the town. It is distant 40 miles from London ,
12 south of Maldon, 19i south-east from Chelmsford, and 4 north
from Southend, and stands in a rich corn-growing district. Eoch-
ford Hall was the residence of Queen Anne Boleyn, and also of Lord
Kich, afterwards Earl of Warwick, but the present structure is only
a portion of the old mansion. At between five and six miles distance
is another small town, of equal antiquity—Rayleigh—noted for some
interesting earthworks, tho remains of the Castle first built by Swene,
who owned tho place at the time of Doomsday Survey, and was
founder of the De Essex family. In fact the district altogether
is an exceedingly interesting one, and played an important part in
the history of early times. Having said thus much as to the
antiquity of Eochford and surrounding district , it will be interesting
to note that it is 27 years since the meeting of the Provincial Grand
Lodge has been held there, notwithstanding that tho occasion of the
last meeting has ever since been marked as one of the most memor-
able upon the records of Grand Lodge. The particular circumstance
which distinguished that meeting was that a large sum of money
was raised to assist tho family of the Provincial Grand Chaplain,
who had but lately died, in very reduced circumstances, and that the
W.M. and Brethren of the Lodge of True Friendship had received
the thanks of an especial Grand Lodge, for the prompt and Masonic
manner in which they had acted towards the destitute orphans of a
" beloved and highly talented brother." The claims of Eochford to
bo again honoured with a visit from the Provincial Grand Lodge,
have, we believe, from time to time been urged, but a strong
impression that its great distance from the chief towns of Essex, and
the main line of railway, wonld militate against its success, has
outweighed every other consideration.

The meeting on Tuesday, however, was a sufficient answer to these
objections, for not only did tho proceedings pass off with eclat , but
the attendenco was equal to the average of these occasions. The
way was long, no doubt, to many who were present—one brother
travelled nearly 30 miles by road, and 21 by rail, to reach the place of
meeting, and traversed the same ground on the return journey ; but
the very nice arrangements of the Brethren of tho Lodge of True
Friendship were an ample compensation. The apparently recently-
erected Corn Hall had been fitted up in a most tasteful manner as a
temporary Lodge room, and Avhen Grand Lodge had assembled, it
had a very effective appearance. The great drawback of the day Avas
the absence, from continued ill-health , of the R.W. tho Provincial
Grand Master (Bro. R. J. Bagshaw), although his position was most
ably filled by the new D.P.G.M., Bro. Matthew E. Clark.

Business commenced shortly after two o'clock, when the Grand
Officers present were Bro. Matthew E. Clark, actiug M.W.P. G.M.,
Bro. Vero W. Taylor P.M. 1312, S.G.W., Bro. J. J. Wilson P.M.
1437, J.G.W., Bro. Joseph Barton, G. Treasurer, Bro. John Wright
Carr, G. Secretary, and Bro. A. Lucking A.G.D.C. The minutes of
the last Grand Lodge, held at Chelmsford , having been read and con-
firmed, the Grand Secretary reported that he had received a large
number of letters from Brethren regretting their inability to be
present. Among these was a most kind ono from Lord Tenterden , a
personal friend of the M.W.D.P.G.M., who explained that special par-
liamentary duties prevented his attendance.

The Grand Secretary then called over the list of Lodges, and it was
found that they were represented as follows :—

Angel (Colchester), No. 51, Bros. Henry Samuel P.M., T. J. Hailing
Secretary, J. Hanly I.G., and W. S. Sprent. True Friendship (Roch-
ford), No. 160, Joseph Reeve W.M., J. A. Wardell I.P.M., P.P.J.G.D.,
Edward Judd P.M., and P.P.G.E., George Burgess P.M. Secretary,
P.P.J.G.D ., Henry Wood P.M., D. S. H. Garrington P.J.G.W., George
Goodman , Wm. Thomas Allen P.M., A. Winmill , W. Pissey P.M.,
Fred. F. Jillings, Rev. H. J. Hatch S.W., S. Allen j uu. Tyler, James F.
T. Wiseman P.M., P.P.G.S.B., Wm. Frost, Arthur Harrington I.G.
160, G. H. Josling, John Allen j un. P.M., P.P.G.S.B., Wm. Allen jnn.
S.D., Thomas W. Gower J.D., William V. Willson , J. W. Harri s
P.P.A.D.C., Robert Gront, William Moove, and Frederick Wiseman
P.M. Hope and Unity (llomford), No. 211, James Self P.M., Rev. T.
Cochrane S.W., P.G. Chaplain Oxon. Good Fellowship (Chelmsford),
No. 276, Frank Whitmore W.M., James Nicholls P.M., P.P.J.G.W.,
Thomas Smce P.M., Ebenczer Shedd , A. F. Hunt. Hope (Bright-
lingsea) , No. 433, A. W. Went Organist. Star iu the East (Harwich),
unrepresented. Chigwcll (Woodford), No. 453, Charles F. Hogard
W.M., Richard E. Motion P.J.G.W., D. Read S.W., P.P.G.S. United
(Colchester) , No. 697, A. R. Clench W.M. Priory (Southend) , No.
1000, J. R. Hemman I.P.M., H. Rowley P.M., P.P.G.S.D ., William
Waterhonsc, William Chaplin , H. Ncvillo Smyth , E. E. Philli ps S.W.,
P.M. 370. St. Peter (Maldon), No. 1,021, Edward Kemp W.M., G.P. Jay P.M., P.P.G.S.W., Walter C. Bell J.W. Waldcu (Saffron
Waldcn), No. 1,280, Alfred Jones W.M., Joseph Bell P.M., P.P.J.G.W.,
St. Mary (Booking) , No. 1,312, Voro W. Tavlor W.M., A. Portway
Secretary, Win. Johnson I.G. St. John's (Grays), No. 1,313, Dav.
Robertson W.M., Alfred Sturgeon S.D., D. Bartlett. Libert y of
Havering (Romford), No. 1,437, E. West W.M. I. Tydoman I.P.M.,
G. W. Patmore S.D. Bagshaw (Buckhurst Hill), No'. 1,457, Joseph
Clarkson W.M., Joseph Tanner P.M., P.P.S.G.D., and Thomas
Nicholson.

Visitors—Bros. J. C. Johnstone P.M. 20 (G.L. Ireland) ; H, Blutt-
ner 1226, T, Lawlev sen., and T, Lmwler ivm. 1297 ; aDd G. T. Carter
P.il. 382.

Grand Lodge then proceeded to the election of Treasurer, and on
the motion of Bro. W. Pissey P.M., seconded by Bro. Jas. Nicholls
P.M., the W. Bro. Joseph Burton was for the thirteenth time unani-
mously re-elected to that post.

In returning thanks, Bro. Burton alluded, in feeling terms, to the
absence of the M.W.P.G.M., and moved that a minute of the regret
of Grand Lodge should be made upon the records. He drew attention
to tho fact that when Bro. Bagshaw was appointed G.M. there were
but 7 Lodges in tho province, now there were 17, and it Avas to his
unwearied exertions that tho present flourishing position of Free-
masonry in the province was to be attributed.

Bro. W ILSON P.M. 1437, seconed the vote, and it was carried by
acclamation.

The D.P.G.M. said he shonld feel great pleasure in informing tho
R.W.P.G.M. of their kind vote. Bro. Bagshaw's disappointment at
not being able to be present was so keen that he had asked him to
explain to the Brethren that it was only medical injunctions which
had deterred him from attending. The last Masonic meeting he
attended was when he went to represent the Province at the Installa-
tion of H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, and the result of his exertions
on that occasion was that he never left his bed for six weeks. His
medical men had cautioned him not to risk entering into public again
till he was cured, which they hoped ho would be—(Hear, hear.)—
and destroy the chances of his being present with them another
year.

The following were then nominated and invested as officers for the
ensuing year :—Bros. Jas. Self P.M. 214, P.S.G.W., Alfred N. Jones
W.M. 1280, P.J.G.W., the Eev. H. J. Hatch S.W. 160, P.G. Chap-
lain, Henry Samuel P.M. 51, P.G. Registrar, John Wright Carr,
P.G. Secretary, Thos. Smee P.M. 276, P.S.G.D., J. R. Hemman P.M.
1000, P.J.G.D., C. F. Hogard W.M. 453, P.G. Supt. of Works, Peter
Matthews P.M. 276, &C. P.G.D.C, A. Lucking 160,P.A.G.D.C, Lieut.
W. S. Sprent 51, P.G.S.B., A. W. Went 0.433, P.G. Organist, Augustus
Portway Sec. 1312, P.G. Pursuivant, I. Tydeman I.P.M., P.A.G.
Pursuivant , Gowen, Nicholson, Jillings, Johnson, Sturgeon, and
Hanly, P.G. Stewards, T. S. Sarel P.P.G.T., P.G. Tyler.

Bro. R. E. Motion P.M. proposed a vote of thanks to tho
R.W.D.P.G.M. for the able manner in which he had presided over the
business of the day. Much as they regretted the absence of the W.M.,
it was a source of great gratification that they had a Deputy-Grand
Master who could preside over them in the efficient way Bro. Matthew
Clark had done.,

Bro. Self S.G.W., seconded tho vote, and it was carried with accla-
mation.

The D.P.G.M. thanked the brethren for their kind vote. He was
sorry that, owing to the short time which had elapsed since
his appointment—March last—he had been unable to visit all
the Lodges. He had, however, visited seven (hear, hear), and he
hoped, before the end of the year to see them all. Everywhere ho
had been he had met with a most kind reception ; and he could only
say that if in his further progress through the province he met with the
same good feeling, he should have ample reason to be satisfied.

Grand Lodge was shortly afterwards closed, and about 4-30 some 50
brethren assembled in au improvised banquetiug Hall , in tho rear of
the Old Ship Inn, and partook of a capitally served banquet. Here ,
again, tho brethren of the Eochford Lodge had taken great pains to
ensure the comforts of the gnests ; and were eminently successful.

Altogether tho meeting at Rochford was a most happy one, and
Bros. J. A. Wardell and A. Lucking, who specially exerted themselves
to promote the success of tho gathering, may be congratulated npoa
the felicitous mauner in which the whole proceedings passed off.—
Essex Standard ,.

Tnr. HoniEix GATEWAT or WHITEHALL .—By an Act of Parliament
it was directed to be called " The King's Palaco at Westminster " for
ever. Its limits Avcre defined on the one side by the "street leading
from Charing Cross unto the Sanctuary Gate at Westminster," and
on the other by " the water of the Thames." At this time it consisted
of "a mansion with two gardens and three acres of land." Henry
VIII., as we have shown in a preceding chapter, added very con-
siderably to tho buildings ; and he likewise ordered a tennis-court , a
cock-pit, and bowling-greens to be formed , " with other conveniences
for various kinds of diversion ." Here Holbein painted the portraits
of Henry VII. and Henry VIII., with their queens, and also tho
" Dance of Death." Here too—or rather across the roadway in front,
leadingj from Charing Cross to Westminster—he built his famous
gateway. Holbein had been induced to come over to England
through tho reputation of the taste and generosity of Henry VIII.
Ho was introduced to the king by the instrumentality of Sir Thomas
Move, at his house at Chelsea, where a, largo number of the painter's
works had been recentl y ranged round the walls. Taken immediately into
the king 's service, Holbein had apartments assigned to him in tho old
palaco at Whitehall , for which ho designed, at the king's request in
1546, tho gateway above alluded to. It stood in fron t of the palaco,
opposite the Tilt-yard , and was flanked ou cither sido by a low brick
building of a single storey in height. Its position was a little nearer
to Westminster Abbov than the north-west corner of York Houso.
The edifice was constructed of small square stones and flint boulders ,
of two distinct colours , " glazed aud disposed in a tessellated manner."
On each front there wero four busts or medallions , " naturall y co-
loured and gilt ," which were stated to havo resisted all influences of
tho weather. They were of tcrra -cotfa , as largo as life, or oven a
little larger, and represented some of the chief characters of the n^'e.
—From " Cassell ' s Old and New London " for July.

CLUB IIOCSR PLAYI -JO CAMW .—Mogul Quality, picked Is 3d per pack. Inper dozen packs. D.i. seconds Is per pack, Us per dozen packs. If bvpost lid per pack extra. Gard3 for Piquet, Bezique, Ecart^ , Jfcc , Mogul.Quality lOd por pack, Us per dozen packs.—London : W. W. Morean,117 Barbican, E,0, e



DIARY FOR THE WEEK.
We shall be obliged if the Secretaries of the various Lodges

throughout the Kingdom will favour us with a list of their
Days of Meeting, &c. as we have decided to insert only those
that are verified by the Officers of the several Lodges.

SATUBDAY, 24th JULY.
Audit Committee, Boys' School, Freemasons' Hall.

SUNDAY, 25th JULY.
6-1—Hope, Spread Eagle Inn, Hochdale. (Instruction.)

MONDAY, 26th JULY.
do—Strong Man, Crown Tavern, Clerkenwell Green, at 8. (Instruction.)

999—Robert Burns, Freemasons' Hall, Cooper Street, Manchester.
M.M. 113-Birchall , Bull Hotel, Preston.

TUESDAY, 27th JULY.
Audit Committee, Girls' School, Freemasons' Hall, at 1.

299—Emulation , Bull Hotel, Dartford , Kent.
573—Perseverance, Shenstone House, Hales Owen, AVorccster.
788—Crescent, Island Hotel, Twickenham.

1393—Hamer, 92 Everton Road, Liverpool.
K, A. 288—Union, Queen's Arms, Ashton-under-Lyne.

WEDNESDAY , 28th JULY.
193—Confidence, AVhite Hart, Abchurch Lane, E.C, at 7.30. (Instruction).
Provincial Grand Lodge of Hertford , Town Hall , St. Albans.

163—Integrity, Freemasons' Hall, Manchester.
301—Philanthrop ic, Ma :onic Hall, Leeds.
503—Belvidere, Star Hotel, High Street, Maidstone. (Instruction.)
996—Londes, Assembly Rooms, East Dereham.

1083—Townley Parker, Stag Inn, Bradford , near Manchester.
1219—Sti ngeways, Dog and Partridge Hotel , Fennet-street , Manchester.1222—St. Kew, Masonic Hall, High Street, AVeston-Super-Mare.
1392—Egerton, Stanley Arms Hotel, Bury, Lancashire.
R. A. 236-Zetland, Masonio Hall, York.
M.M. 21—Roberts, Masonic Rooms, Rochdale.

THURSDAY, 29th JULY.
General Committee, Girls' School, Freemasons' Hall, at i.1278—Burdctt Coutts, Freemasons' Hall , AV.C.
39—St. John tho Baptist , Masonic Hall , Exeter.

286—Samaritan , Green Man Hotel, Bacup.
901—Phoenix, Ship Hotel, Westgate, Rotherham.966—St. Edward , Literary Institute, Leek, Staffordshire1126—Oak AVood , Stockdove Inn, Romiley, Cheshire.1115—Equality, Red Lion Hotel , Accrington.

R. A. 266—Na phtali , Masonic Rooms, Heywood.
M.M. 32—Union , Freemasons ' Hall , Manchester.
K. T.—Alpuss, Masonic Hall , Hope Street, Liverpool

FRIDAY , 30th JULY.
1278—Burdett Coutts , Approach Tavern , Ar ictovia Park , at 8. (Instruction.)1507—Metropolitan , 209 Pentonville-road. (Instruction .)

IRELAND.
!F,HKSI)AY—12 l-Se«patnck , Masonic Hall , Bnnbrid gc, co. Down,TULSDAY—193-St. Patrick's, Masonic Rooms, Belfast.

EDINBURGH DISTRICT.
MONDAY-310-St. Clair , Freemasons' Hall.
TUESDAY—151—Defensive Band . Alexander Hall , Cocklmrn-strcct.
¦.,-r.̂ ^,,.,^ .?/ A - -W—Naval and Military, Freemasons ' Hall.
™VY-£^&DAYT,,U'-~St' ,Toun' Fishcrrow , Royal Hotel , Musselburgh.FKIDAY-223-Tralalgar, 5-1 Bonmrd-strcct , Lcith.

NOTICES OF MEETINGS,
Lodge Of Relief , No. 42, Bury —Tho monthly meeting of

this old Lodge Avas held at the Albion Hotel , on Thursday evening,
the 15th inst. Present- Bros. E. Eccles W.M., Alfred Buckley
S.W., J. Skcrrett J.W., T. Barker J.D., E. Simpkin Secretary, S.
Mosley I.G., Thorman Tyler ; Past Masters Harry Grund y and J.
W. Kcnyon. Visitors—Bros. G. A. O'Noil W.M. 101 and J. Grime
P.M. 128. Business—Bros. John Redfern and William Hewit-
son Avero raised to the sublime degrco by Bros. O'Neil and
Grime. Tho Secretary intimated , in respect of tho proposed
memorial stone for the grave of Bro. J. S. Redfern P. Prov. G.P. E.L.,
that the various Worshipful Masters in the town had signified their
desire to take an active part in promoting the fund ; that it had been
agreed to send circulars on the matter to theEast Lancashire Lodges :
and that Bro. L. Booth , architect, be requested to submit a design.
The W.M. stated that the subscription fund was progressing satisfac-
torily. It was resolved to make representations to the Provincial
Lodge of the cases of tho widow and children of Bro. B (P.M.) ,
and the widow of Bro. H , to whom Lodge 42 has already given
of its substance. A substantial repast followed the closing down of
the Lodge.

Carnarvon Lodge of Mark Masters, No. 62. — This
liod ge held its quarterly meeting on Tuesday, 20th July, at tho Town
Hall , Havant. Present—Bros. Price W.M., J. IN*. Hill man S.W.,
J. Harrison J.W., H. R. Trigg Secretary ; and Purnell , Clarke and
Lemon. Business—Bro. Liddell was advanced to the degree of Mark
Master. P.M. Hillman 's motion, " That this Lodge exceedingly regrets
thaUhe Grand Lodge of Mark Masters should be party to a treaty for

expelling its own members who may belong to Masonic degrees not
approved of by the other parties to that treaty," was discussed at
some length, but, owing to the lateness of the hour, the further con-
sideration of the same Avas adjourned until the next meeting.

Domatie Lodge, No. 170.—The members of this old estab-
lished Lodge held their Summer Banquet on Friday, 16th instant, at
Bro. Middlecott's, the Greyhound Inn, Dulwich, where, despite the
weather, the brethren and their friends mustered in strong force.
Bro. Geo. Everett W.M. presided, and was ably supported by the
following Stewards : Bros. P. Kent C.C. I.P.M., A. Treadwell S.W.,
J. Willing jnn . J.W., J. Smith P.M. Treasurer, T. Williams Secretary,
W. Palmer S.D., I. Bnscall J.D., G. Clarke I. G., E.White W.S., H. N.
B. Spink D.C., J. McLean, E. W. Kent, A. Scard, D. Plenderleith,
J. Jones, C. Sergeant, J. Willis. The banquet was very well served,
and on the cloth being removed the W.M. said : It was not his desire
nor his intention to inflict on the company, who ho was pleased to see
had assembled so numerously, any long speeches. He should, there-
fore, at once proceed to the first toast, which was that of the health
of " The Queen." The brethren would all agree with him that her
conduct throughout life had been everything they could wish, and
that she had done all in her power to endear herself to her subjects.
The W.M. then proposed the health of " The: Prince and Princess of
Wales, and the rest of the Royal Family. The Princess of Wales
was universally respected and beloved by the English people, and as
for the Prince he had a double claim on those gathered around this
board. All who Avere present at the Albert Hall , on the 28th of
April last, conld testify to the manner in which His Royal Highness
had performed his duties, in fact, he had , by his conduct on that
occasion, created an impression that would not be forgotten, and all
would agree with him when he stated the Prince was a large-hearted
and generous man. The W.M. then briefly referred to His Royal
Highness's proposed visit to India, and hoped that it Avonld be a suc-
cessful one. He had no hesitation in saying that the Prince was a
good Mason, and he was sure that, when the time arrived, he Avould
make a good King." Bro. F. Kent, C.C, I.P.M. rose to propose the
next toast, " The Worshipful Master," Avhich was most enthusiastically
received, and duly responded to, tho W.M. saying that the unfavorable
state of tho weather had been a matter of seriona concern to him, as
he had feared it would sadly reduce the number of those who he
hoped to see assemble round him, but the fact that his brethren and
their lady friends, to the number of 85, had braved the storm and
were gathered together was exceedingly gratifying, and he might
safely say their meeting was a great success. The several toasts of
"The Past Masters," "Tho Visitors," "The Officers ," "The
Stewards," and " The Ladies," wero then given, the example set
by tho W.M., as to brevity, being adhered to by those brethren who
rose to reply. After this, the rain having somewhat abated, an
adjournment took place to the beantifnl grounds attached to the Hotel,
where the brethren enjoyed the luxury of cigars, meanwhile the ener-
getic Stewards Avere making arrangements for the ball , which it had
been arranged should follow the banquet. This part of the day's pro-
codings was carried out iu a most spirited manner, and it Avas a late
hour before the company separated, all expressing tho utmost gratifi-
cation at the way everything had been conducted , and reiterating
their thanks to P.M. Bro. Fonlger, who exerted himself most energe-
tically as Master of the Ceremonies. Amongst those present, in
addition to those named above, Avere P.M.'s Tims, Stuart (141),
Gardner W.M. (13S1) ,• Bros. Ambrose, Bennett , Beagle, Baker,
Crane, Field , Harris, Higgins, Douglas, Scard, Stranger, Kruse,
Walker , Norris, Bird , Ralphs, Richards, Ford, Shenstone, McPhorson,
Morgan, &c.

St. John's Lodge, No. 191. —This Lodge held its meeting on
Wednesday, the 14th Jul}', at the Knowsley Hotel, Bury. Present—
Bros. G. A. O'Neil W.M., Samuel Hamer S.W., William Balmer J.W.,
Samuel Bailey Secretary, T. W. Probert S.D., W. E. Thorhley J.D.,
Alfred Hopkinson I.G., Hartley Bates Tyler. Past Masters—Bros.
W. O. Walker, Fred. Anderton , J. Smethnrst, J. R. Fletcher. Visi-
tors—Bros. Lawrence Booth P. Prov. G.S.B. E.L., Jas. Barrett 1012,
Alfred Wroe 42, Harry Woodcock 1012. Business—Initiation of
Mr. James Crossley ; Crafting of Bro. J. C. Yule ,• Raising of Bro.
William Barritt by Bro. Smethursfc, the tracing board being explained
by Bro. Walker. A very pleasant hob-nob followed.

Confidence Lodge of Instruction, No. 193. — This
Lodge held its Aveekly meeting on the 21st July, at tho White Hart
Tavern , Abchurch-laue , E.C. Present — Bros. Tnrqnand W.M.,
Blinkhorn S.W., Abel l J.W., J. K. Pitt Secretary, J. Constable
Treasurer, F. Croaker S.D., Blackball J.D., Craske I.G., Christopher
Tyler. Past Masters Bros. Gottheil Preceptor and Bloomfield , also
Bros. Posener, Woodward , Campbell, Brodie, Botibol , Walker, Horsley,
Gonnn, Swan, Saint, &c. Business—The usual formalities having been
gone throug h, the W.M. proceeded to raise Bro. Walker, and accom-
plished the duty in a manner as gratifying to the members as it mnst
have been to himself ; the sections in connection with the degree
were Avorked by Bro, Gottheil , assisted by the brethren. The Lodgo,
having been resumed , and all business transacted, it was closed and
adjourned until the following week.

Tyra%vley Lodge, No. 217.—This Lodge held its monthly
meeting on Wednesday, the 11th of July, at Dillon Terrace, Ballina.
Presont—Bros. John Gilbert W.M., H. Lyons S.W., James Beatty
J.W., J. It. Dudgeon Secretary, P. Atkinson Treasurer, H. Dever S.D.,
Harvey J.D., J. E. Edmonds I.G., R. Massey Tyler. Past
Masters Bros. Lyons and Beatty. Visitors—Bros. Harvey 15S7
Ballinasloe, Wilson 218 Dublin , and BoAvles 248 Roscommon. Busi-
ness—Ballot for affiliation of Bro. Bole was successful. Bro. Scott's
notice of motion Avas postponed for one month. Bro. C, Petrie wag
raised to the Fellow Craft degree.



Royal Union Lodge , No. 382.— This Lodge held its by-
monthly meeting on Monday, the 19th July, at the Chequers Hall,
Uxbridge, Middlesex. Present — Bros. E. C. Woodward W.M.,
Davis S.W., T. Swallow J.W., Wm. Coombes P.M. and Secretary,
J. L. Conlton Treasurer, Webb as S.D., Cook as J.D., Wm. Smith CE.
P.M. D.C., Dayson Steward, Cobley as T.G., Longstaff Tyler. Past
Masters — Bros. Lonsdale, Swallow, Weodon, Jaqnin , and Stacey
Organist. Visitors—Bros. Flattley, Lane, Hay ward, Manders , Burrel l ,
and Henricks. Business—Lodge opened, minntes read and confi rmed.
Ballot for Messrs. Perkins, Day, Cripps, Winkler, Holland and Cook,
which was unanimous, the first five were initiated , Mr. Cook being
unable to attend until the September meeting. Bro. Rev. .T. Holden
was unanimously elected a joining member. Bros. Walhs, Partridge,
Tait, Fowler, Rowles, and Hill received the 2nd degree. Bros. Allen ,
Arnold and Perkins received the 3rd degreo. The Lodge was
resnmed to the 1st degree, the whole of tho ceremonies of the three
degrees were done by the W.M. in a most effective manner, showing
that ho was worthy to occupy the chair. The Lodge was then
closed, and tho brethren, about 50, adjourned to Bro. Marshall's
meadows, adjoining the Railway Hotel, where a marquee was
erected, and an excellent banquet was provided by Bro. Marshall.
The nsnal toasts were dispensed with on this occasion. The Visitors
expressed themselves highly pleased with the good working, and
particularly the brotherly feeling that always exists among the mem-
bers of this Lodge, which has been the remark of visiting brethren on
former occasions, their motto beinj? Royal Unions. Tho presont pros,
perons state of this Lodge is princi pally due to tho much rospected
Secretary (Brother Wm. Coombes P.M.), whose services are always
readily given to the Lodge, also to Bro. Wm. Smith C.E. P.M. D.C.,
who assisted in resuscitating this Lodgo about 16 years ago, and who
is always ready to give his Masonic intelligence for the good of the
members. Bros. Moore, Allen, Pearce and Flattley contributed to the
harmony of the evening. The brethren separated at 8.45, to catch
the 9 p.m. train for Paddingtou.

Frederick of Unity Lodge No. 452— The thir regular
meeting was held on the 20th of July, at tho Station Hotel, Sutton.
Present—Bro. William Stanley Masterman W.M., J. W. Sugg S.W.,
George Wright J.W., A. T. Jeffery S.D., Chas. H. Edmands J.D., E.
H. Sugg Steward, Charles Pawley I.G., C. T. Speight Tyler, Magnus
Ohren P.M. Secretary, Jas. Robins P.M. Treasurer. Past Master
Bro. Wm._ Sugg. Visitor—Bro. T. H. Bolton "Hornsey Lodge "
890. Business transacted—Mr. Frederick Cassell, of Rotherhithe,
Surrey, was initiated. Stewards were appointed for the Charities for
1876as follow :—Institution for Aged Freemasons and Widows of Free-
masons, Bro. Henry E. Francis, G. Deacon for Province of Surrey ;
Institution for Boys, Bro. George Wright;  Institution for Girls, Bro.
Frederick G. Gilbert.

Benevolence Lodge , No. 666.—This Lodge held its annual
meeting on Wednesday, tho 14th of July, at Private Rooms, Prince
Town, Dartmoor, Devon . Present—Bros. N. Hammett W.M., Wm. J.
Rowe S.W. W.M. elect, Hamilton McAllon J.W., J. H. Westlake P.M.
P.P.G.P. Secretary, Geo. Alexander P.M. P.P.G.O. Treasurer, Wm.
Holdstock S.D., Wm. G. Moore J.D., J. Stapleton D.C., Thos. Bennett
Steward, Edward Irish I.G., R. Hancock Tyler. Past Masters—J. H.
Westlako and Geo. Alexander. Visitors—Bros. J. H. Tonkin P.M. 282,
J. R. Lord P.M. 1247, P. E. Murphy P.M. 184and 1424, S. D. Nicholls
J.W. 282, T. L. Wright S.D. 282. Business—To install the W.M. and
invest the officers for tho ensuing year. The installing ceremony was
performed by Bro. J. H. Westlako P.M. P.P.G.P. The W.M. invested
tho fol lowing as his officers :—Bros. N. Hammett I.P.M, Hamilton
McAllen S.W., Wm. Holdstock J.W., Geo. Alexander P.M. P.P.G.O.
Treasurer, N. Hammett I.P.M. Secretary, W. G. Moore S.D., E. Irish
J.D., Thos. Bennett D.C., J. Tooker Steward, R. Hancock I.G., Jessie
Stapledon Tyler. Business being over , the brethren adjourned to the
Duchy Hotel , where .an excellent banqtict was provided by Mrs. Rowe.
About eighteen sat down to dinner, and spent a very pleasant ovening.
Many more were expected from different Lodges, bnt were prevented
from attending through the inclemency of the weather.

Bedford Lodge , No. 925.— This Lodge held its IGOth
meeting on Monday, tho 19th July, at the Masonic Hall , New Street,
Birmingham. Present—Bros. James Stevens W.M., W. Price S.W.,
J. W. Matthews J.W., J, F. Pearson Secretary, W. Pringle acting
S.D., J. W. Wilkes J.D., J. C. Gray Steward, G. H. Gaydon I.G.,
J. Coates Tyler; P.M.'s Bros. E. Worrall , W. Pringle, C. Pembroke,
and J. G. O'Leary. Visitors—Bros. Gray and Nutting. Business-
Lodge opened at 6 p.m., two candidates were initiated , one brother
passed, and one gentleman was proposed.

TregUllow Lodge , No. 1006.—This Lodge held a meeting
on Tnesday, the 20th instant , at St. Day, Cornwall. Present—Bros.
Edmund Rogers W.M., Theo. Michel l S.W., Fras. Bartle J.W., T. B.
Provis Secretary, Geo. Michell P.M. Treasurer, J. H. Mayue S.D.,
G. J. Gregor J.D., J. H. Gillan Chaplain, Jos. Pryor Steward , Geo. S.
Bray I.G., Jas. Kinsman acting Tyler ; Past Master Bro. W. B.
Bennett. Business—The Lodgo having been opened , it was worked
up to the 2nd degree, when Bro. Champion was examined as to his
proficiency, received a test of merit, and, in due time, was impres-
sively raised to the sublime degree of M.M. by tho W.M., assisted by
Bro. Michell P.M., who is also an excellent Avorker; after which tli e
Lodge was resumed to 1st degree, and two candidates were proposed
for the next meeting. This Lodge numbers fifty members, aud is
worth a visit, everything being well carried out.

Devon Lodge, No. 1138.—This Lodge held its regular meeting
on Tuesday, the 13th July, at the Masonic Hall, Devon Square,

Newton Abbot. Present—Bros. W. R. King W.M., J. S. Saunders
J.W., Jno. Oliver See., Wm. Harris S.D., Franois J. Pratt and C.
Stevens Stewards, Richd. Crooke I.G., Jno. Haywood Tyler. Past
Masters Bros. Philip D. Michelmore, Henry G. Beachey. Visitors
—Bros.Robt. G. Bird W.M. Prudence Lodge, No. 1550, Thos. Taylor
P.M. True and Faithful Lodge, No. 318. Business—Lodge opened
in first degree, minutes confirmed. Mr. Ryland James Walford, who
had been proposed and seconded at last meetiug, was ballotted for
and unanimously elected. He was initiated into tho Ordor by the
W.M., the working tools being explained by Bro. P. D. Michelmore
P.M., and the charge given by Bro. Robt, G. Bird. The Lodgo was
then closed in due and ancient form.

Burdett Coutts Lodge No. 1278.—This Lodge held its
regular meeting on Thursday, the 15th of July, at the " Approach"
Tavern, Victoria Park, E. Present—Bros. J. G. Harris W.M., W. J.
Crutch S.W., Wm. Toye J.W., G. Ward Verry Secretary, James Terry
P.M. and Treasurer, C. K. Crouch S.D., A. Lazarus as J.D., Marx
Gross Steward, W. T. Christian as I.G., W. Gilohrist Tyler. Past
Masters Bros. J. Ashbumer and H. Lloyd. Visitors—Bros. J.
Whito W.M. 228, Bro. Jennings 554, and Bro. John Berry S.W.
554. Business—After the confirmation of tho minutes of the last
meeting, the ballot was taken for Mr. John Ferry, and , proving unani-
mous, Mr. Feny Avas introduced and initiated into Freemasonry ac-
cording to ancient rite. The bye-laws having been read , the ballot
was taken for W.M. for the ensuing year, and proved unanimous in
favour of Bro. Crutch S.W. Bro. Terry was re-elected (a sixth time)
Treasurer, and Bro. Gilchrist Tyler. A letter was read from Bro,
Colonel Francis Burdett , stating that Thursday, 29th instant, had been
fixed for the presentation of the chairs by the Baroness Burdett
Coutts, when a large muster of the members of the Lodge is expected.
Tho Lodge was then closed, and the brethren adjourned to a banquet
provided by the host, Bro. T. Lloyd jun., in that brother's usual
liberal style.

Lebanon Lodge , No. 1326.—This Lodge held its installation
meeting on Saturday, 17th July, at the Sun Hotel, Hampton, province
of Middlesex. Present—Bros. Wm. Hammond W.M., E. Gilbert S.W.,
C. W. Fox J.W.; F. Walters P.M. Prov.G. Secretary, S. Wickens P.M.
Treasurer, J. Hammond P.M. S.D., R. W. Williams J.D., H. Gloster
D.C., H. Cutress Steward , J. W. Baldwin I.G., J. Gilbert Pro. G.T.
Middlesex Tyler. This Lodge was consecrated in July 1870, bnt
two Masters having held office two years each, there are but two P.M.'s,
one, the Treasurer, was present. Visitors—Bros. Dr. Goldsborongh.
P.M. 201, Watts P.M. 201, CarvellP.M. 201, Binckes P.M. and Secre-
tary Boys' School, Terry P.M. and Secretary Benevolent Institution,
and a large number of other brethren, there being sixteen present at
the Board of Iustalled Masters. Business—Initiations only consti-
tuted the preliminary work, of which there were three. The W.M. then
installed Bro. Dubois P.M. 1423, Prov.G.A.D.C. Middlesex. The
addresses had been arranged to be given by the three Secretaries
of the Charitable Institutions connected with the Order, but Bro.
Little being unavoidably absent, his place was supp lied by the veteran
Secretary of the Lodge. Ten guineas were voted unanimously to the
W.M. for his efficient services to the Lodge during the two years he
had held the office of Master, to be applied , in accordance with his
wishes, in procuring a life governorship of one of tho Charities instead
of a P.M.'s jewel.

De Grey and Eipon Lodge , No. 1356, Liverpool. —
Although only about four years in oxistence, this Lodge has displayed
a vitality and energy which has not been equalled by any in the pro-
vince of West Lancashire ; and its membership is now not only the
most numerous in tho Liverpool district, but also tho most influential ,
as it embraces some of the best known representatives of the Frater-
nity. The annual installation meeting took place on Wednesday
evening, 14th July, in the Lodge room in North Hill Street, where
there was a gathering of nearly 100 brethren, including a good repre -
sentation of W.M.'s, P.M.'s, and officers from other Lodges. Bro.
E. 0. C. Rothwell , the retiring W.M., presided at the commencement
of the business ; and after the transaction of some formal business the
chair was taken by Bro. T. Evans P.M., who installed Bro. Joseph
Bell as the W.M. of the Lodge for the ensuing year. The ceremony
was performed in a very impressive and masterly manner, and a
special vote of thanks was subsequently passed to Bro. Evans for tho
manner in which he had done the Installing Master's duties. Bro. J.
Bell W.M. installed the following as his officers for the ensuing year :
—Bros. E. 0. C. Rothwell I.P.M., T. Evans P.M. D.C., T. Home
S.W., T. Nixon J.W., J. Ireland Treasurer (re-elected), Jos. Jones
Secretary (re-appointed), W. G. Veagle Org., J. W. Williams S.D., E.
Costigan J.D., R. Roberts I.G., A. Wool rich S.S., C. Arden J.S., and
P.M. Larsen Tyler. A proposition by Bro. Marson P.M., seconded by
the W.M., that a R.A. Chapter should be estab!ished in connection
with the Lodge, was carried by acclamation . The annual pio-nic of
the members of the No. 135(1 took place on the Thursday, and , as on
former occasions, proved one of the most enjoyable Masonic " outs "
of the season. Arrangements wero made with the Cheshire Lines
Committee, and a special train conveyed about 1(50 ladies and brethren
to Knutsford , on Thursday morning. The railway arrangements Avere
admirable, and on arriving at their destination the large party sat
down to an excellent banquet provided at the Royal George Hotel.
The after-dinner proceedings included several toasts, amongst which
that of the W.M. (Bro. J. Bell) was prominent, a general wish bein"
expressed for his success during his year of office. A very massive and
handsome P.M. s jewel was also presented to Bro. Rothwell I.P.M.,
as a token of the esteem of the brethren. The privilege of visiting
Tatton Hall, Lord de Tabley's mansion and grounds, and other places
of interest , was afforded to the visitors, and many availed themselves
of the opportunity of seeing these splendid grounds. A very pleasant
day was spent, and the party returned to Liverpool shortly before



eleven o'clock. Bro. Bell's year of office has commenced anspioionsly,
and there is no doubt that it Avill be one of the most prosperous tho
De Grey and Ripon has yet experiened.

Falcon Lodge , No. 1416.—This Lodge held its regular meet-
ing on Wednesday, the 14th of July, at the Masonic Hall, Thirsk.
Present—Bros. John Rhodes acting W.M., John Harker acting S.W.,
Geo. Anderson J.W., T. J. Wilkinson Secretary, William Hall S.D., R.
Atkinson Steward, G. Ayre I.G., J. Lee Tyler ; Walton, Greensides,
Wright and Musgrave. Visitors,—Bros. S. Meynell , Anchor 1337, and
G. W. Deighton, Cleveland 543. Business—Arrangements were made
for the appointment of a Tyler, and two new members were proposed.
It was reported that Arthur Richard Bourno had been accepted as a
candidate for admission into the Royal Masonic Institution for Boys,
and it was determined to use every effort to secure his election, the
case being one of special urgency.

Acacia Lodge, No. 1314.—The installation meeting of this
Lodge, which , though young, numbers in itsranks brethren holding high
offices in the province , met at the Bell Tavern, Bromley. Bro. Manger,
who has occupied the chair during the past year, to tho satisfaction of
the brethren , opened tho Lodge. Bro. Seaman S.W., Williams P.M.
Treasurer, E. Cosle P.M. Secretary, and Past Masters A. Avery,
J. W. Avery, Knott and Wells. The minutes of the former meeting
having been confirmed, Bro. A. Avery P.M. and Provincial Grand
Officer for Kent took the chair, for tho first time in the Acacia Lodgo.
Bro. Seaman S.W. and W.M. elect having been presented , a board of
Installed Masters was formed, and a very deserved compliment was
paid the Installing Master for his rendering of the ceremony. The
customary salutation having been given, the W.M. appointed his
officers :—E. Coste P.M. Treasurer, S. W. Wyer J.W., A. Avery P.M.
Secretary, Lovett S.D., Manley J.D., J. Bodcn I.G., and Bavin Tyler.
The newly installed W.M. then initiated Mr. Cowell into the Order.
The Lodge was then closed, and the brethren , between 70 and 80,
adjourned to banquet, in a new saloon recently built by Bro. Sutton ,
whose catering gave every satisfaction , while Bro. Saull , at his own
expense, provided a sumptuous dessert, &c. At the conclusion of the
banquet the W.M. gave the usual loyal and Masonic toasts. Bro

Knight P.M. returned thanks for the toast of the R.W. Viscount
Holmesdale P.G.M. Kent, and the rest of the Grand Officers. Bro«
Manger I.P.M. proposed tho toast of the newly installed W.M. The
W.M. thanked the brethren for their kind expressions. He felt it an
especial honour to see so many around him. Bro. Smith P.M. 619
responded to the toast of the Visitors. The W.M. proposed
the toast of the Past Masters, and paid them a very just and deserved
meed of praise for their working, and the admirable manner they had
done their duty. He then, in the name of the Lodge, presented Bro.
Manger I.P.M. with a very elegant gold Past Master's jewel, with
monogram and the arms of tho Provinco, orginally designed by Bro.
J. W. Avery P.M., for the manner he had conducted the duties of the
Lodge during his year of office. (Cheers.) Bro. Manger suit -
ably replied. The toasts of the Wardens, Officers, and Tyler, con-
eluded a very agreeable evening. The visitors numbered nearly 40.

Chlltern Lodge , No. 1470.—This Lodge held its regular
meeting on Tuesday, the 20th of July, at tho Town Hall, Dunstable.
Present—Bros. Frederick Howell W.M., Haselgrove S.W., Randall
J.W., Middleton Secretary, Cutler J.D., Rev. C. B. Harris Chaplain,
Sinkwell I.G., Day Tyler. Past Master Bro. Cawdell I.P.M., and
other brethren. Visitor—Bro. Jeffery 128. Business—Although a
young Lodge, the Chiltern has already made itself a name for very
careful and correct working. Its first year of existence was one of
great prosperity, under the able management of Bro. Cawdoll, and
his successor vies Avith him in continuing that success. Visitors have
generally remarked on the ability of the officers, and on their careful
training in their parts ; and it is to the thoroughness of purpose
they exhibit as ardent workers that the perfection arrived at in the
working of the ceremonies is mainly due. The minutes having been
read, and the Lodge opened in the 2nd degree, Bro. Saunders pre-
sented himself as a candidate for raising, and Avas asked the nsual
questions previous to retirement. The Lodge was then opened ia
the third degree, and the impressive ceremony of raising was gone
through by Bro. Howell the W.M. The Lodge having been closed,
the brethren adjourned to sup together at the Sugar Loaf Hotel ,
where Bro. Saunders catered for them in his nsual successful
manner. A Lodge of Instruction has been opened in connection
with No. 1470, under Bro. Howell W.M. as Preceptor.

THE HOLBORN RESTAURANT, 218 HIGH HOLB ORN.
ONE OF THE 8IGHT8 AND ONE OF THE COMFO RTS OF LONDON.

Attractions of the chief PARISIAN ESTABLISHMENTS , with the quiet and order essential to English customs.
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THE RED LION TAVERN AND HOTEL,
HIGH BARFET.

BED AND BREAKFAST, INCLUDING ATTENDANCE,
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THE FREEMASON ' S CHRONICLE PUBLISHING COMPANY LIMITED.
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Auditor. —Bro. P. T. DUFFY, 32 Florence Street, Barnsbury, London, N.
Secret ary. —Bro. A. GODSON. General Manager —Bro. W. W. MORGAN.
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PROSPECTUS.
THIS Company has been formed for the establishment of THE FREEMASON'S CHR ONICLE, and

for the publication of newspapers, books, pamphlets, &c., connected with Freemasonry.
The inadequate representation of the Craft in the public press of this country has long been a subject

of regret, and tho wish has not unfrequently been expressed that a journal might bo established, in the
interests of the Order, which should bo owned and conducted entirely by members. This wish it is the
object of the present Company to carry iuto effect. TKK FRKMASON 'S CIIROXICLB will be the property of
Freemasons, and its devotion and loyalty to their cause will thns be effectively secured It has been
decided to raise tho requisite capital in shares, of a small amount, in order that a large number of the
Fraternity may have the opportuntty of acquiring an interest in tho undertaking. As it is not proposed to
call up more than 50 per cent, of the capital, it will be seen that such an interest may be obtained at an im-
mediate outlay of .£1 per share.

If only a small proportion of the Freemasons in the United Kingdom subscribe to THE CJIBONICLE it will
suffice to guarantee the Company from actual loss, while the more numerous the subscribers tho greater will
be the opportunities of the Paper for promoting the interests of the Craft.

It is intended that THE CHBONICLB shall contain :—
Leading articles on subjects of interest.
Special reports of all Masonic Meetings.
A Weekly summary of News.
Antiquarian Notes and Sketches relating to the Craft.
Reviews of Books.
Critical notices of current events of the day.

Its columns will also be open for the discussion of topics interesting to the Brotherhood.
On questions of religion and politics the new Journal will assume a position of strict neutrality,
Intending subscribers should fill up the Form of Application and forward it, together with the doposit,

to the London and County Bank, 112 Aldersgate Street , London, E.C.
In conclusion, the Members of the Provisional Committee desire to express their grateful acknowledg-

ment of the many promises of support they have already received from influential Members of the Craft ,
in various parts of the Country, and they earnestly appeal to all who approve of their project to labour
with them to make it a brilliant and enduring success.

Prospectuses, with Forms of Application for Shares, can be obtained from the Genoral Manager.

FORM OF APPLICATION FOR SHARES.
To the General Manager of THE FUEESIASON-' S CHRONICLE PUBLISHING COMPANY LIMITED.

DEAR SIR ,—Having paid into your Bankers the sum of £ , being 10s per sbaro on my
application for Shares, of £i each, in THE FREEMASON 'S CHRONICLE PUBLISHING COMPANY LIMITE D,
I request you to allot me that number of Shares, and I hereby agree to accept tho same, or any
smaller number that may be allotted me, and to pay the balance thereon, in accordance with the terms of
the Prospectus dated 11th December 1871.

Christian and Surname in full 
Address 
Profession (if any) 
Date : 

Usual Signature 

THE CITY HAT COMPANY'S NEW
STYLES are the LEADING SHAPES for
London and the Provinces.

ATS at WHOLESALE PRICES.
Unequalled in quality and durability.

% if

!

% ESTIMATES GIVEN FOB *
5 EVERY DESCRIPTION OF j )

i PRINTING. |

$ CONTRACTS ENTERED INTO FOR j !
$ SUPPLYING AU. KINDS OF (6

| ST A T I O N E R Y,  |
:| -~^&m$&—̂ *j

j {  ARRANGEMENTS MADE j (
; j j FOR „(

I P U B L I S H I NG .  !!
$1| —=8^g#©£-&i<r~- J

( t PARTICULARS OU APPLICATION TO 11

^ 

W. W. 
MORGAN, 67 BARBICAN, O

((j LONDON. E.C. ((J
A One Door from Aldersgate Street. A

Iŝ t^joo/^aecv^Qg^^oaopgsa

*>
BEST HOUSE IN LONDON FOR CORDIALS ,
SPIRIT Colouring, Cap illaire, and Spruce,

is 258 High Holborn , the old-established
Dantzic Stores.—ADAM HILL is the original maker
of Ale Spice and Fettle, Syrup of Limes, or Con-
centrated lemonade. Syrup of Pino Applu for r.um,Syrup of Grape for Brandy, Honey Cream for Gin ;
and many other useful articles were first introduced
to the Spirit Trade by Adam Hill. . A printed list,with prices and directions for use. Order by post. I

HTSTAIiLATION OP

H. R. H. THE PR_[ N0E OF WALES .
A BUST IN PARIAN MARBLE ]

OF

H.R.H. THE PRINCE OF WALES,
AS THE M.W.G.M.,

THIS work of art (standing nearly 24
inches high), forms a beautiful souvenir of

this important event in Freemasonry, Price two
guineas ; with Pedestal , 50s.

It is intended that tho profits rosulting from the
sale should be shared among the Three Great
Masonic Charities.

Orders executed according to priority of applica .
tion to the publishers, Messrs. J. S. CBAFJ?BB & Co.
Hanley. Staffordshire.

Agents for London, GEOBGE KBNUING, Little
Britain , E.C. ; and SPENCBB and Co., 23A, Great
Queen Street, W.C.

PORTSMOUTH TIMES AND NAVAL GAZETTE.
Hampshire, I. of Wight and Sussex County Journal.
Conservative organ for the district. Largest and
most influential circulation.
" The Naval Paper of the Principal Naval Arsenal."

See " May's British and Irish Press Guide."
Tuesday Evening, One Penny. Saturday, Twopence

Chiof Offices:—151 Queen Street, Portsea.
Bro. R. HOLBROOK & Sous, Proprietors .

Branch Offices at Chichester and Gosport. Agencies
in all the principal towns in the district.

Advertisements should be forwarded to reach, tha
Office not lator than Tuosday Mornings and Friday
afternoons.

THE WESTMINSTER PAPERS, Vol. 8.
No. 87, for JULY, now ready. Sixpence,

CHBSS, WHIST, GAKBS OV SKILL AND THB DBAMA,
W. W. MOBGAIT, 67 Barbican, London, E.O.

NEW WORKS ON FREEMASONRY ,
BX

Bro. CHALMERS I. PATON,
(Past Master No. 393, England).

FREEMASONRY : ITS SYMBOLISM,
RELIGIOUS NATURE, AND LAW OF

PERFECTION. 8vo, Cloth, Price 10s 6d.

FREEMASONRY AND ITS JURISPRU-
DENCE. 8vo, Cloth, Price 10s 6d.

THE ORIGIN OP FREEMASONRY : THE
1717 THEORY EXPLODED. Price Is.

LONDON : REEVES & TURNE R, 196 STRAND
AND ALL BOOKSELLERS.

Demy 8vo, Price 7s 6d.
POSITIONS IN THE CHESS OPENINGS

MOST FREQUENTLY PLAYED.
Illustrated with copious Diagrams.

By T. LONG, B.A., T.C.D.,
Being a supplement to the "Key to tho Chess

Openings," by the same author.
LONDON : W. W. MOBGAN, 67 BARBICAN E.C.

HOW TO WRITE EASILY.
CIRCULAR POINTED PENS.—The Presi

Series, 12 different sorts, aro strongly recom-
mended, 6d per box ; by post, One Penny extra.

W. W. MOBGAN, Stationer, 67 Barbican, E.C;

TAMAR INDIEN (universally prescribed
by the Faculty), a laxative, refreshing, and

medicated fruit lozenge, for the immediate relief
and effectual cure of constipation, headache, bile,
haemorrhoids, &c. Tamar (unlike pills and the
usual purgatives) is agreeable to take, and never
produces irritation.—2s 8d per box , post free 2d
extra.—E. GRILLON, 3-1 Coleman-street, London ,
E.C. ; and of all Chemists.

""POR the BLOOD is the LIFE."

CLARKE'S WORLD-FAMED BLOOD
MIXTURE,

Trade Mark ,—" Blood Mixture. "
THE GREAT BLOOD PURIFIER & RESTORER.

For cleansing and clearing the blood from all im-
purities, cannot bs too highly recommended.

For Scrofula, Scurvy, Skin Diseases, and Soroa
of all kinds it is a never-failing and permanent cure.

It Cures Old Sores,
Cures Ulcorated Sores on the Neck,
Cures Ulcerated Soro Legs,
Cures Blackheads, or Pimples on the Face
Cures Scurvy Sores,
Cures Cancerous Ulcers,
Cures Blood and Skin Diseases,
Cures Glandular Swellings,
Clears the Blood from all Impure Matter,
From whatever cause arising.

As this Mixtnro is pleasant to the taste, and
warranted free from anything injurious to the most
delicate constitution of either sex, the Proprietor
solicits sufferers to give it a trial to test its value.

Thousands of Testimonials from all parts.
Sold in Bottles, 2s 6d each, and in Cases, contain-

ing six times the quantity, lis each—sufficient to
effect a permanent cure in the great majority of
long-Btanding cases—BY ALL CHEMISTS AND
PATENT MEDICINE VENDORS throughout theUnited Kingdom and the world, or sent to any
address on receipt of 30 or 132 stamps by
F. J. CLARKE, Chemist, High Street, Lincoln,..Wholesale; All Patent Medicine Houses,

rilTY HAT COMPANY,

I fk Q AND 110 SHOE LANE
J. U «/ (a few minutes' walk from

Farringdon Street Station) and

EXACTLY EIGHT DOORS FROM
FLEET STREET.

This notice will prevent gentlemen from entering
the other Hat Shop3 in Shoe Lane by mistake.

ATS.—BEST SHAPES, 10s 6d and
12s 6d each, give universal satisfaction.

TDEST HATS 21s ; these are unequalled^



D I S C L A I M  E R.
THE PROPR IETORS OF THE " SPECIALITE " SHERRY

FEEL it incumbent to contradict the rumour that they are associated with the profusion at present issuing of essays upon Sherry
under assumed names.

THEY ONLY PUBLISH THEI E UNIQUE PAMPHLET ,
(rollWARDED OX APPLICATION),

recording facts contributed by strangers, the distinguished positions of whom place their statements—founded upon the experience of tho Wine—beyond a
doubt It is not surprising that the Wine's unbounded popularity provokes envy among othor Sherry Importers , and incites specious attempts to impede its
daily increasing favour. It has been exhibited by special permission (being a raro privilege) in the Museum of the British Medical Association as a Dietotic;
it is now adopted and recommended by

NEARLY THREE THOUSAND PHYSIC IANS AND SURGEONS ,
includine many of the most distinguished, for its valuable dietetic finalities ; it is pronounced by the leading medical[ journals, by tho chief analysts, by the
Diiblic nress. by exports and connoisseurs, and by many thousands of tho public in the United Kingdom--the nobility, the clergy, the gentry, clubs, messes, &c.
—to be the most wholesomo and agreeable Wino. It is exported , free of duty, largely to India, to our Colonies, being very suitable for hot climates, and to all
parts of Europe. Tho price is low, becanao based upon tho " Cash Payment System."

30s DOZEN. £18 QUARTER CASK. £35 HO GSHEAD. £70 BUTT.
Railway Carriage Paid. It ia important to note that each cork or cask is stamped

FELT0E1& SONS' " SPECIALITE " SHERRY.
Chief Establishment—27 Albemarle Street, "W. (late of Conduit Street.)

City Offices-8 Union Court, Old Broad Street, E.G. ; and 80 Bishopsgate Street, E.C.
BEANCH OFFICES: MANCHE STER AND BRIGHTON.

SPEICER' S IASOHO IOU PACT0RY ,
OPPOSITE FREEMASONS' HALL.

COSTUME, JEWELS AND FURNITURE FOR ALL DEGREES.
A Q U A N T I T Y  IN STOCK.

ORDERS EXECUTED IMME DIATELY.
SPENCEK & Co., 23A Great Queen Street, London , "W.C.

H. T. LA MB,
MANUFACTURER OF

MASONIC JEWELS, CLOTHING,
AND REGALIA,

5 ST. JOHN SQUARE,
LONDON.

PRICE LIST ON APPL ICAT ION.

J AUCTION, ESTATE AND HOUSE AGENCY OFFICES
i 76 ALDERSGATE STBEET, E.C.
A W .  BRYANT, Auctioneer, Vainer,

. Appraiser, &c (ot' Twenty Years' Practical
j Experience) in order to suit tho convenience of
j numerous clients, has removed to the above
i add ress.
: Auctions nnd Valuations in Town and Country.
I Valuations carefully made for Transfers of Busi-
ness, Administration* and Probate Dutv.

Inventories Made and Kxamined, Rents Collected ,
Kstates , Houses and all other Property Registered
N.B.—Solicitors and Liquidators will Benefit their
Clients' interest by consulting A. \V. BRYANT.

Agent to the Royal Insurance Company.
Money Advanced on every description of Property.

109 CITY ROAD ,
ONK BOOK FHOJf OLD STfiEET, E.C.

BRO. CUTHB ER TSON ,

BOYS' SCHOOL CAP MAKEB.
i ffggjgjlE SCHOOLS ^^^Sf AND COLLEGES ^H,

? SUPPLIED. ĝgr
AGENT FOB MASONIC CLOTHING & JEWELLERY.

M O R I N G ,
ENGRAVE R, DIE SINKE R,

HERALDIC ARTIST,
ILLUMINATED ADDRESSES ,
44, HIGH HOLBORN , W.C.
ILLUSTRATED PRIC E LIST POST FREE.

GLASGOW AND THE HIGHLANDS.
>-^BMBb 

T) OYAL KOUTE, via Cri.
JWT\ JhK 1 -"-*J nan and Caledonian Canals

&f l \  /Hiitvfl * 
by Royal Mail Steamer " IONA,"

^MSSSsissgL fl'om Bridge Wharf , Glasgow,
l(gfgg|g|ggg  ̂ Daily at 7 a.m., and from Gree-

nock at 9 a.m., conveying pas-
sengers for OBAN, FORT WILLIAM and INVER.
NESS daily. For sailings to Staffa, Iona, Glencoe,
Gairloch (Ross-shire) ; for Lochmaree, Mull, Skye,
Lewis and West Highlands, see bill , with map and
tourist fares, freo at Messrs. Chatto and Windus,

I Publishers, 7-1 Piccadilly, London, or by post on
application to
DAVID HUTCHESON k Co., 119 Hope Street, Glasgow.

SIMPSON & ROOK,
GOLD LACEMEN & EMBROIDERERS,

9 & 10 LITTLE BRITAIN , LONDON, E.C.
MANUFACTURERS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION OF MASONIO

CLOTHING AND JEWELS.
MERCHANTS AND THE TRADE SUPPLIED

AT LOWEST POSSIBLE PRICES , CONSISTENT WITH QUALITY OP TnE MATERIALS.

JOSEPH J. OANEY,
DIAMOND MERCHANT, AND MANUFACTURING JEWELLER AND WATCH MAKER,

44 CHEAPSIDE, LONDON.
MASONIO JEWELS, CLOTHING AND FURNITURE.

Speciality—First Class Jewels—Artistic—Massive—Best duality—Moderate in. Price.
CATALOGTJES POST FBKE.

A L A R G E  S T O C K  OF L O O S E  B R I L L I A N T S  FOR E X P E N S I V E  J E W E L S .
Di&mond Rings, Brooches , Studs, Earrings and Bracelets in Great Variety.

A. D. LOEWENSTARK & SONS.
MASONIO JEWELLERS AND MILITARY MEDALLISTS,
26 CREAT QUEEN STREET, W.C. AMD 210 STRAND , W.C.

The Largest Assortment of Past Masters' & Royal Arch Jewels in London.
ALSO JEWELS FOB EVERY DEGREE.

MINIATURE WAR MEDALS & FOREIGN DECORATIONS , WHOLESALE , RETAIL & FOR EXPORTATION.
ESTAK DISHED 1814.

'_ _ ¦ L-i.- 'i- » i— ..i- -.I'—U ,.i .. --. —j—^m

F. A D L A R D ,
MASONIC CLOTHIER & MERCHANT

TAILOR,
INVENTOR OF THE MASONIC JEWEL A TTACHER (REGSTD .)

No. 225 HIGH HOLBORN,
Opposite Southampton How, W.C,

Î J.L . L-l . I— _ _ . _ . _ . . ¦ ¦¦ ¦ .

Demy 8vo, Price 2s fid.

SYNOPSIS OF THE CHESS OPEN-
INGS ; a tabulated analysis, with Illustrative

Games appended.
By WIHIAM COOK ,

A Member of the Bristol and Clifton Chess
Association.

LONDON : W. W. Mono.uf, 67 BABBICAX , E.C.

Demy 9vo, Price 7J 6d.

T H E  C H E S S  O P E N I N G S .
By BODBBT B. 'WonsuLD.

Lom>oi» : W W. JIoBGAy, 67 BAMIICA X, E.C.

YOUNG'S Araic-ited Corn and Bnniou
Plaistcrs are the best ever invented for

giving immediate e;ise, and removing those painful
excrescences. Price (id and Is per box. Any
Chemist not having thom in stock can procure
them.

Observe the Trade Mark—H. Y —without which
none are genuine. Be sure and ask for young's.

Printed aud Published for the FBEEJTASON 'S
OHKOIUCLE PUBLISHING COMPACT LIMITED, by
Bro. WiiLiAM VVBAV MORGAJT, at 67 Barbican,
London, E.C. Saturday, 21th July 1875,

ACCIDENT INSURANCE COMPANY
Limited , 7 Bank Buildings, Lothbury, E.C.

Gen era ] Accidents. | Personal injuries.
Railway accidents. | Death by accident.

C. HARDING, Manager.


