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ROYAL ARCH MASONRY.
By rue Sox or SararTuirr,
(Continued.)

(Zhe rights of tranalation and reproduction reserved.]
“¢Thus saith Cyrus the king, since God
Almighty hath appointed me to be king of the
habitable earth, I believe that He is that God
which the nation of the Israclites worship; for
indeed he foretold my name by the prophets, aud
that I should build him an house at Jerusalem
in the country of Judea.! This was known to
Cyrus by his reading the book which Tsaiah left
behind him of his prophecies, for this prophet
said that God had spoken thas to him in a secret
vision :—* My will is that Cyrus, whom I have
appointed to be king over many and great

nations, send back my people to their own land,
and build my temple.’ This was foretold by
Isaiah one huundred and forty ycars before the
temple was demolished. Accordingly, when Cyrus
read this and admired the divine power,an earuest
desire and an ambition seized upon him to fulfil
what was so written, so he called for the most
eminent Jews that were in Babylon, and said
unto them, that he gave them leave to go back to
their own country, and to rebuild their ecity,
Jerusalem, and the temple of God, for that he
would be their assistant, and that he would write
to the rulers and governors that were in the
neighbourhood of their country, Judea, that they
should contribute to them gold and silver for the
building of the temple, and, besides that, beasts
for their sacrifices, When Cyrus had said
tl}is to the Israclites, the rulers of the two tribes
of Judah and Benjamin, with the Levites and
priests, went to Jerusalem —yet did many of them
stay at Babylon, as not being willing to leave
their possessions—and when they were come
hither all the king's friends assisted them, and
brought in for the building of the temple—some,
gold, und some, silver, and some a great many
cattle and horses. So they performed their vows
to God, and offered the sacrifices that had been
accestomed of old time ; I mean this, upon the
rebuilding of their city, and the revival of the
ancient practices relating to their worship. Cyrus

.also sent back to them the vessels of gold which

King Nebuchaduezzar had pillaged out of the
temple, and carried away to Babylon. So he
committed these things to Mithridates, the trea-
surer, to be sent away, with an order to give
them to Sanabassar, that he might keep them till
the temple was built, and when it was finished
he might deliver them to the priests and rulers of
the multitude, in order to their being restored
to the temple. Cyrus also sent an epistle to the
governors that were in Syria, the contents whereof
here follow :—

“¢ King Cyrns to Sissinnes and Sathrabuzanes,

¢ Sendeth greeting,

“] have given leave to as manyof the Jews that
dwell in my eountry as please to return to their
0wl country, and to rebuild their city,and to build
the Temple of God at Jerusalem, on the same
place where it wis before. I have also sent my
treasurer, Mithridates, and Zerobabel, the
governor of the Jews, that they may lay the

foundations of the temple, and may build ib
sixty cubits high, and of the same latitude,
making three edifices of polished stones, and one
of wood of the country, and the same order
extends to the altar whercon they offer sacrifices
to God. I require also that the sacrifices for
these things be given out of my revenues. More-
over I have also sent the vessels which King
Nebuchadnezzar pillaged out of the temple, and
have given them to Mithridaies, the treasurer
and to Zerobabel, the governor of the Jews, that
they may have them carried to Jerusalem, and
may restore them to the temple of God. Now,
their number is as follows :—Fifty chargers of
gold, and five hundred of silver; forty Theric-
lean cups of gold, and five hundred of silver;
fifty basins,of gold, and five hundred of silver ;
thirty vessels for pouring the drink offerings,
and three hundred of silver; thirty vials of gold,
and two thousand four hundred of silver ; with
a thousand other larger vessels. I permit them to
have the same honour which they were used to
have from their forefathers; as, also, for their
small cattle, and for wine and oil, two hundred
and five thousand and five hundred drachmee ;
and for wheat flour, twenty thousand and five
hundred artabze. And T give order that these
expenses shall be given them out of the tributes
due from Samaria, The priests, also, shall offer
the sacrifices, according to the laws of Moses, in
Jernsalem ; and when they offer them they shall
pray to God for the preservation of the Kingand
of his family, that the kingdom of Persia may
continune. But my will is, that those who disobey
these injunctions and make them void shall be
hung upon a cross, and their substance brought
into the King's treasury.’” And such was the
import of this cpistle. Now the number of those
who came out of captivity to Jerusalem were
forty-two thousand four hundred and sixty-two.”

It may be interesting at this stage of our
history to glance at certain obsolete degrees, in
which the name and character of Cyrus were
commemorated to a greater cxtent than in
modern Royal Avch Masonry,

In one of these degrees tho lodge-room repre-
sented the council chamber of Cyrus, king of
Babylon, and was lighted by 70 lamps, to denote
the 70 years of the Jewish captivity. Tho
Master represented Cyrus; the senior warden,
Nebuzavadan ; the junior warden, Mithridates ;
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and the calldidafe; Zerubbabel, chained' as a

captive with fetters formed of triangular links.
Zerubbabel presents himself before the king and
prays him tc grant freedom to the Israelites who
desire’ to ‘veturn to Jerusalem ;. this Cyrus
promises to do if Zerubbabel will reveal to him
the mysteries of Freemasonry. - The captive, as
& matter of course, rejects the condition, stating,
« If my liberty can only be obtained at the price
of dishonour, I prefer captivity and the suffer-
ings of servitude.” The noble Cyrus is greatly
impressed by the courage and discretion with
which Zerubbabel guards the secrets of the Order,
and agrees to restore the Jews to liberty if Zerub-
babel will submit to certain proofs, which the
candidate submits to with cheerful fortitude.
Zerubbabel is then permitted to set out for Jeru-
salem, where he announces his arrival to. the
princes and rulers of Isracl, wha recognise him
ag their appointed chief, and form & grand: San-
hedrim under his authority.

In another of these degrees, the candidate
prefers a complaint’ against the Samaritans for
refusing to pay the tribute imposed on them for
défraying the expense of the sacrifices offered to
God in the temple. The Master refers him to
Darius, to whom the candidate then repairs, and
the king issues the following decree: “ We
Darius, king of kings, willing to favour and
protect our people at Jerusalem, after the ex-
ample of our illustrious predecessor, King Cyrus,
do will and ordain, that the Samavitans, against
whom complaints have Leen made, shall punctua-
ally pay the tribute monay which they owe for
the sacrifices of the temple ; otherwise they shall
receive the punishment due to their disobedience.”
The candidate returns to Jerusalem, where he is
received with great joy as the bearer of so im-
portant a mandate, and the princes and rulers of
the people reward his zeal and courage by admit-
ting him as a member of their secret council, &e.

These degrees were doubtless based upon the
historical fact, that after the death of Cyrus the
work at Jerusalem was retarded and interrupted
by the malice of the Samaritans, who not only
used open violence to hinder the Jews in their
arduous undertaking, but also represented them
to Cambysés as a seditious and disloyal people.
However, upon the accession of Darius Hystas-
pes to the throne, Zerubbabel took the carlicst
opportunity of reminding the king of a vow he
bad formerly made to rebuild the city and temple
of Jerusalem, and restore the worship of the true
God throughout Judea, Darius at once promul-
gated the following edict, in which he not only
granted the Jews full permission to proceed with
the work but also ordered that every assistanco
should be afforded them by his subjects for that
purpose :—

“We have seen the decree of Cyrus, our pro-
decessor, in which permission was granted to the
Jews to rebuild their temple and city of Jerusa-
lem. Now, therefore, let the work of the House
of God alone ; let the governor of the Jows, and
the clders of the Jews, build this House of God
in its place. Morcover, I make a decree what
ye shall do to the clders of these Jews for the
building of this house of God: that of the King's
goods, even of the tribute beyond the river,
forthwith expenses be given unto these men that
they bo not hindered,  And the God that hath
caused His name to dwell there, destroy all kings
and people that shall put their hand to alter
and to destroy this House of God which is at
Jerusalem. I, Darius, have made a decree, let
it be done with speed.”

(70 be continued, )

" ..
Bebiehs.
. —————

“ A Letter to the R.W. Brother J. Rankin Stebbing,
P.G.D., &c., on Brother Clabon's proposed scheme of
Jdussnic Confiscation.” By Brother MarrHEW
Cooxg, 30%, P.M., P,Z., &e.

TIn the frst-number of Tur FREZASON our readers
will remember we soundded a note of warning as to the
nature and character of Brother Clabon's scheme for
the appropriation of the Fund of Benevoiciice to cer-
tain purposes not ouly foreign to its original desigh,
but calculated to deprive the Craft of all control
over moneys which it is sur sacred duty to dispense
for the relief of the poor and' distressed. We then
remarked that at the last meeting of Grand Lodge,
Bro. Stebbing vigorously protested. against the adop-

tion of such & pertlous course, and we appealed to the
. Freemasons oft England to oppose this invasion. of

their rights and privileges. Upon the same subject

Bro. Cooke has written & pamphlet in the form of &

letter to Bro. Stebbing, in which he denounces the
sclieme in no measuved terms;  Speaking of the Fund

" of Benevolence, he says justly :—

“ It is the sole property of Grand' Lodge, raised from the

. accumulation’ of many, many years—fees of honour; fines;

C registritions; and a-poll tax of the whole Craft” And it is

charged with the relief of the puordand the ‘expenses of the
Order. The Schools liave no interest in it, nor have they
the most remote moral claim upon it, either in its regular or
surplus amounts, It is a sacred and venerable trust and in-
heritance —fluctuating from time to time.”

We also extract the following accouut of the origin
of the Fund, which we hope the bretliren will bear in
mind :—

“Tne Committee of Charity—the forerunne: of what was
afterwards termed the Board, or Fundof Benevolence— first
came into operation on the 21st of November, 1724, and was
founded by twenty seven lodges, under the Grand Mastership
of the Dake of Richmond. It commenced with ‘a general
fund for the support of faithful brethren who had met with
reverses of fortune, or become poor.’ If one argued for a
month, [ think no plainer definition of the Fund, its objects,
and restrictions, could be arrived at. It was to *support,)—
not relieve,—* faithful brethren who Liad met with reverses
of fortune or become poor.’

*“'That organization, modified from time to time by the
admission of widows and children, as petitioners,—not chil-
dren only claiming. because they are in schools founded by
the private beneficence of individual brethren,—has come
down to our own day, and so jealously is the right of petition
still guarded, that, even now, a widow once relieved canuot
petition again,

“That organization is the undoubted placeof aid and assis-
tance, from which every Craftsman has the right to demand
relief.”

We could have wished that Bro. Cooke’s lotter cm-
bodied fewer references to extrancous topies which
serve only to confuse the main question, but we are
bound to add that, when directed to the point, his
arguments are exhaustive, and his denunciations amply
warranted Dby the spoliating nature of the scheme.
Br. Caoke refutes the itlogical dictum of the Com-
mittee, “ That no reason exists for continuing this
accumulation” Sof the Fund of Denevolence), by
quoting the 18th article of union between the two
Grand Lodges in 1813 as follows :—

“The Fund appropriated to the objects of Masonic Benavo-
lence, shall not be infringed on for any purpose, but shall
be kept strictly and solely devoted to charity; and pains
shall be taken to increase the seme.”

This, we coneeive, is unanswerable, and unless the
Act of Union be repealed, we are unable to sce how
any presiding officer in Grand Lodge can allow Bro,
Clabon's scheme to be submitted to the vote at the
next quarterly communication.  But admitting even
that the sense of the brethren is taken, we are not in
any dread of the result; the authorities have done
their duty in eirculating the Report of the Confisea-
tion Committee, und as the Craft are now thoroughly
alive to the specious character of the proposed inno-
vations, the whole scheme will doubtless be summarily
rejected,

Bro. Cooke has done good service by his well-timed
letter, which we commend to all our readers who may
desire to be thoroughly acquainted with so important
a subject.

“ Le Monde Maconnique. Paris,
“ Le Franc-Macon.” Paris.
“ I'Action Maconnique” Paris.

The chronicle of our French contemporary, the
Masonic World, for April, contains accounts of
several Masonic fétes in Paris. One of these festi-
vals took place on Sunday, the 14th March, in con-
nection with the Lodge Murs et fes Arts. 'The lodge
was openced at two o’clock in the afternoon, and four
gentlemen were initiated according to ancient cus-
tom ; at five o'clock the celebrated Fréve Lugene
Pelletan delivered a brilliant oration, in which he
defined the objects and character of Freemasonry,
and alluded to “ Abraham Lincoln, wlv abolished
slavery in America, and Joseph Garibaldi, who
fread Italy,” as *“twoof the most illustrious Masons
of ouv era.”  We confess frankly that, until we read
Bro. Pclictan’s specch, we were notaware that cither

- before his initiation into Ireemasoury.

of those eminent men had ever signalised himself in
connection with Freemasonry, and we were not
quite clear tliat the martyred American President
was even a member of the Craft. To resume, we
are glad to find that she ovation of Frire Pelletan
was greatly applauded ; he is an able man, although
perhaps too much of a theorist to suit the conserva-
tive principles of English Musons.

A banquet followed, at which 270 guests of both
sexes sat down. Then the Frére Bancel delivered a
discourse on the origin of the Revolution (fancy a
scene likte thiz in an English lodge), and a concert
sneceeded, after which Mt Jules Simon spoke 10¢ &3
hour on edueatipn. The three lodges, ies (ceurs-
Unis,” “'Etoile Folaire,” and the *¢ Vallées Egyp-

“tiennes,” celebrated their * IFeast of Spring “gon

the 20th March, at which the programme was simi-
lar to that deéscribed above, except that the proceed-
ings. were wound up with a balli Among the

- foreign news.in. * Le Monde Maconnique” we note

that the Fréve P. Van Humbeek, représentative for
Brussels, has been clected Grand Master of the
G.0. of Belgium ; but we regret to observe that
both in Belgium-and in Germany a movement ap-
pears to be gaiuing ground which h:s for its object

. the abolition of the prescribed profession. of belief

in T.G.A.O:T.U. required from every candidate
Our con-
temporary notices with just praise the labours of
the “ Masonic Archaological Institute of England,”
and refers with admiration to the fine inangural ad-
dress of Bro. Hyde Clarke, and to the papers sub-
sequently read by Bros. Lambert and Besant. The
¢ Monde Maconnique,” we may remark, strenuously
supports the views of the advanced school of Ma-
sonic freethinkers, whose philosophy is evidently
regarded with horror by the Ultramontaune party on
the Continent; and we may add that the dogmas of
those pantheistic brethren are by no means in con-
sonance with the ideas which obtain among Euglish
Masons. '

“ Le Fraunc-Macon” is the oldest French Masonic
print, having been established in 1847, The editor
analyzes a book written by M. de Saint Albin, who
attacks Preemasonry, and especially the high grades,
which he says are *‘ conseerated to Satanic myste-
ries.” There is also a voluminous account of the
recent Masonic Congress at Havre, when various
questions relating to the progress and utility of
Freemasonry were debated by those who attended.
There is also an intercsting account of the late Bro.
Berryer, the creat French advocate, who was, it ap-
pears, initiated on the 23rd December, 1848, in the
Lodge ¢ Chevaliers-Croises,” and the ¢ Frane-
Macon” closes with an account of the funeral
honsurs paid to Voltaire in the Lodge of *‘ Nine
Sisters ” on the 28th October, 1778. t

“ [} Action Maconnique ” alludes, in strong terms
of reprobation, to the facility with which improper
persons obtain admission into the Craft. This is an
cvil against which we have inveighed in Tue Free-
masoN.  Our contemporary points out that in
France men are induced to become Freemasons by
appeals to their imagination or to their mercenary
interests, instead of having their attention directed
to the true objects of the institution. The “Action
Maconnique™ is in favour of the suppression of the
high grades ; but its views are combated in a letter
from I'rire Alexandre Roy, to which insertion is
given in the number under review.

MASONIC LITERATURE.

We understand that Bro, D, Murray Lyon (of Ayr),
the accomplished Masonic author, has just reccived
permission from the members of the St. Mary Chapel
Lodge, No. 1, Edinburgh, to examine their ancient
records with a view fo publishing such extracts as may
tend to throw any light on the history of that old lodge,
which has existed for upwards of three centuries.

We expeet great things from such valuable docu-
ments being placed in the hands of so worthy and
distinguished o mason, and although the promised
history of “*Mother Kilwinning” is likely to be deferred
until the spring of 1870, in consequence of this fresh
investigation being opened up, we feel sure that the
result of Bro. Lyon's researches will more than com.
pensate for the delay, and prove to be worthy of him
and of the Lodge that has granted an opportunity -
for the Masonic Hlistorian of Scotland to do justice to
Masonry in Edinburgh,

Bro. Drummonn, Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts, has compiled a table in
which he sums up the statistics of Freemusons in
North America for the yeur 1868, as follows :—

42 Grand Lodges.
387,402 members,
52,930 initiations,
14,192 afliliations,
16,771 resignations.
696 expulsions,
4,207 deaths.
9,342 candidates rejected.
Truly our Order has made vast strides of Jute in
America,
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PAPERS ON WASONRY.

By a Lewigy.

—— Tvie
VIIEL—MASONRY AND PRE-HISTORIC
MASONRY.

“In those days there was no Melech {King) in Isracl:
every man did that which was right in his own eyes.”—
Judyes xxi. 25.

If my memory serves me right, although 1 have
not.the book at hand, the philosophic Thomas Car-
lyle somewhere defines kings and the kingly office
as denoting greater astuteness and capacity for
reconciling differences and governing raen than is
evinced in those who are governed. This implies
intelligence; intelligence argues physieal comfort;
physical comfort leads to civilization. -To be can-
aing, or cunning (in the elder scnse of our language),
signified kingship ; and such a position, derived
from virtue and merit, any M.AL may be called
upon to exercise. To assume, even symbolically,
the chair of King Solomou—who, by a species of
wonderful intuition, decided the question between
the adverse mothers — requires great firmi:css,
promptitude, and decision. Hence, in Uuiversal
Masonry, we hail as leader and king that man who
most possesses discretion and diserimination, The
divine right is thus given by T.G.A.0.T.U.

But when we come to consider what may be con-
cisely called Pre-historic Masonry we are led to the
conclusion that ages must have been passed through
ere the human mind attained a sovereignty over
itself, and knew rightly how to wield that sove-
reignty. It was necessary that there should be an
infaney of the Royal art of reconstructing the
building of the human mind ; and here archaeology
comes in to assist us,

Modern research has led to much which in itself

has a tendency to disenchant us respecting the wis-

dom of the ancients. Egyptian hieroglyphics, so
long the theme of poet's song and of the mystic's
rhapsodical interpretation, turn out very common-
place affairs. 'The astrolabe of Bro, Ilenry Melville
18 nothing more than the rule picture of the do-
mestic arrangements of an Assyrian cooking-house,
with the stable hard by where grooms are cleaning
horses (carefully omitted by that learned (?) brother
in his deseription). Dinner, we learn from ancient
nmonuments, was a great iustitution of antiquity ;
but mysticism makes mountains of molehills, and
discovers mures’ nests innumerable amidst the
relics of antiquity. It is very sad to be obliged to
own that our forefathers were cannibals, and no
better than they should be; but if we are to be
loyal to ficts we must adinit the soft, hut somewhat
unpalatable, impeachment. We now certainly do
not feast upon the agaregation of nastinesses which
formed the staple of & Roman c¢ena. The civiliza-
tion of our present day is infinitely higher than that
of Athens or Persia, and, humiliating as it may be,
we must abandon much that scemed very dear to
our imaginations. As Longfellow sings, * Things
are not what they scem ;™ and all the learning
possessed by Egypt and the Magi, the Brahmins,
and the Gymnosophists, dwindles into wmeagre
stature beside the colossal proportions of modern
seience.  Yet, while we have a right to rejoice at
our present surroundings, there is no oceasion to
undervalue antiquity.  We do not build pyramids
now-n-days ; the gigantic walls of the Peruvian
Andes point to a constructive power not surpassed
in our cra; Roman road-making has not been
equalled since the epoch of the Cuesars; and the
wall of Chiun remains to prove what antiguity
could accomplish.

All these great remains point to a skill amd capa-
city in our predecessors on this planet to which we
must give honour, What is the covollawy to the
proposition ! ‘There might be many answers to such
a question, but to me the obvious one is—that an
almost incomprehieusible antiquity is to be assigned
to the human race, during which, by the slowest
and surest of processes, a gradual advancement has
been made.  From the rude lake dwellings of
Switzerland, from the kitchen wmiddens of the
North, to our times there is a great leap ; and every
intelligent Ifrecmason cannot but perceive that,
part passiu, with symbolisis of a more or less wys-
tical charueter there has been a steady battle fought
with Nature and the elements to premote the per-
-sonal comfort wul seeurity of mankind,  But the
arts come, from time to time, to definitive periods
of settlement § they seem arrested at certain puints,
and so petrificd,  Thus it is that ab given thoes in
the world's history the text I have written at the
head of this article seems to be reverified—that
there is really no king in Israel, and that cvery man
does that which is right in his own eyes,

If the Master be away, the work can, it is true,
be continued by the Warden ; but the eve and an-
thority of the Master is best to give the work in-
erease and fruition.  If it be true of “operative
- Masonry, how much more s0 of “apeculative 1™

To reconstruct the temple of the human mind, to
revivify the dead bones in the vallay of Xzekiel, so
that they shall be clothed with Charity as a gar-
ment, supported by Strength, and illustrated by
DBeauty, is a task demanding the utmost vigilance of
a powerful mind. Ilence the necessity, in some
shape, of authority as absolute as it should be acan-
rate and merciful.  Henee the excellence of the
square as a symbolic instrument.

And here I an reminded that some exception has
been taken to expressions used in one of my former
papers. I said that, in the middle ages, the opera-
tive masons being at war with the superstitions of
Papal Rome, commemorated in sarcastic caricatures
the vices and abuses of their era in the sacred edi-
fices they raised for public worship. It was alleged
that such caricatures were not executed without the
imperssion of the ecclesiastical authorities. The
cnly reply to such an assumption that I can give, in
print, consists in the following extract, from per-
haps the best [Iistory of Freemasonry yet in exist-
ence. I allude to that of Findel, who gives the
following instances of such a tendeney to satirize in
stone, He says (History of Freemasonry, p. 65.
Asher & Co., London) :—

“ Intimations of their secret brotherhood and of
the symbols known to them are to be found on all
their monumental buildings, as well as of their reli-
gious views, which were entirely opposed to the pre-
vailing corruption of morals of the clergy every-
where, as well ag to the strict orthodox doctrines of
the Chureh. In the St. Sebaldus Church in Ni-
remburg is a carving in stone, representing a nun
in the lewd embrace of a monk. In -the large
Church at Strasburg, in one of the transepts oppo-
site the pulpit, a hog and a goat may be seen carry-
ing a sleeping fox, as a sacred relic; a bitch is
following the hog ; in advance of this procession is
a bear with a cross, and before the bear a wolf hold-
ing a burning wax taper. Then follows an ass, who
is reading mass at the altar. In the Cathedral of
Wiizburg are to be found the significant columns J
and B which were in the porch of Solomon's
Temple. In the Church of Doberan, in Mecklen-
burg (cousecrated 1368), there are many double
triangles placed in a significant manner, three vine
leaves in Masonie fashion, united by a cord, and
symbolic ciphers on the columns ; there is further a
beautifully preserved altar-piece which apprizes us
of the religious views of the architect. In the
foreground there are pricsts turning a mill, grinding
dogmatic doctrines therein. In the upper part of
the pieture is the Virgin Mary with the child
Jesus, having a flaming star on the lower part of
her body. At the bottom of the picture is a repre-
sentation of the Lord's Supper, in which are the
Apostles in the well-known Freemasons' attitude,
&e. In another Gothic Church is a satirical de-
lineation of the overshadowing of the Holy Ghost;
a picture of Mary, from beneath whose dress issues
a leathern pipe up to the picture of the Holy
Ghost; in the Cathedral of Brandenburg a fox in
priestly robes is preathing to a flock of geese ; in
the Minster at Berne, in o picture of the Last
Judgment, the Pope is mmongst the damned.”

Now, I will appeal to the common sense of Free-
masons in general, whether it is likely that the
consent of the superiors of these churches could
have been obtained to the setting up of emblems
and symbols such aa these 7 It is very certain that
no man would consent to his own ridicule; and yet
these are palpable proofs that the  operative”
Magons of the middle ages, when ““there was no
king in [srael,” set up, in defiance of priestly au-
thority, such emblems. Anyone who goes into the
Cathedral at Aix la Chapelle, or Auchen, will see
two disembowelled wolves sitting outside the side
door ; and the number of instances in which this
tendencey to sativize is evineed might be multiplied
wd nawseam.  “* Orthodoxy,” said the wise and
witty Sydney Smith, “muay be my doxy; hetervo-
doxy is another man's doxy.” Or, as it has been
put very well, there is exactly the same relation be-
tween Dryads and Hama-Dryads as there is between
bishopa and archbishops.

If the IFreemasons of the present day desive to
make use of the symbolisms of the past they are free
to do so¢ but let them bewarve, in the presence of
archicologists, to claim any exelusive title to the
avigination of symbolisin,  Symbolism existed before
Freemusonry 5 nor is that Order the only Order
which uses it to instil lessons of goold into the
human mind--«to cdueate the lheart--to eradicate
vice—to maintain right—-to extend the hand of
charity, sl to put forth foot in the path of pro-
gress, Yet it must be admitted that the organisa-
tion of the Masonice Wraternity is as perfeet ay, in
the nature of things, it can be. There are two
sides to the shickl, and the misiuterpretation of the
outer world reduees the whole question to an egua-
tion, In faet, to use algebraie language, Freemasonr
and institutions of a similar nature essentially scui):’
the value of w2, and desive to raise hwmanity, in the
picuitude of its strength, to the nth power.

CRYPTON Y MUS.

THE QUEEN AND THE CRAIT.
By J. E. Careenrer, P.M., 284 and 1196,

Ar— [eie's @ heulth to the King, God less kiie”

Till high ! for whatever the liquor may be,
The glass at the brim should run o'er,

Let every true brother now take it from me,
If he never drank bumper before.

"Though politics ne'er in our meeting have shar
We still to be loyal endeavour,

So I’ll give you a toast that a Mason may boust,
Here's ¢ the Queen and the Craft for ever,

The ancients to whom for our science we turn,
Were kings, if our records prove true,

And the Craftsman who first raised the temple, wo

learn

Gave homage where homage was due;

Then let us unite, ev'ry true son of light,
(Is there one who'd refuse it, oh never !)

In this the best toast, that a Mason can boast,
Here's the * Queen and the Craft’ for ever.

MASONIC ANTHEM.
By J. E. Careexnter, P,M., 284 and 1190.

God save our gracions Queen,
Long live our noble Queen,

God save the Queen.
May peace and plenty reign,
Through all her wide domain,
May we her laws sustain,

God save the Queen.

Oh! Lord above, who sces
Our hidden mysteries,

On Thee we call;
So rule our hearts that we
May in Freemasonry,
Faithful and loyal be,

Oh, save us all,

May Heaven's Great Architect,
Our gracious Queen protect,

Long may she recign ;
O’er her Thine arm extend,
May she the Craft befriend,
And we her throne defend,

God save the Queen,

METROPOLITAN CHAPTER Ol INSTRUC-
T'LON, No. 973.

"This Chapter of Instruction so celebrated through-
out the Craft for its working, under the able instruction
of Companion Brett, who Ly his able working has

erfocted more companions to enable them to fill the
important chairs, met on Tuesday, A\‘luy the 18th, at
the George Iotel, Aldermanbury. - The ceremony of
exaltation was very ably worked by Companion S,
Foxall, ncting M.IE.Z, ; Nicholl, 1L ; Tuuner, J.; Dr.
Woodman, N, ; Swith, .S., who worked t‘!le ceremony
in a very perfeet manner, Companion Tippet acting

Candidate, Present Companions Brett (Preceptor),
I M. Levy, Keyworth, C. Ilosgootd, Barrett.

Visitor, Comp. Wi, Day Keyworth, of ITull, The
Ist clause of the 1st scction was very ably worked by
Companion Drett, on the explanation of the jewels
and solids, We should recommend all who wish to
gain instruction in R, A, Masonry to pay o visit to
this excellent, Chapter,

Bro. 1zxnr Drayroy has been engaged by Bro,
Pennoyer, to appear in New York, as Primo Basso
of the Riching’s Grand OperaTroupe, in September
next,

Rovar Aric Maniners' Lobow—A Royal Ark
Mariners' Lodge was opencd on Monday, 17th inst.,
within the Lodge looms, 170, Buchanan Stl,‘c‘ut.
(Holding of the S. Grd. Chap., of Scut!:v.ml.) The
Lodge was opened by MEPZ., Thomas M.
Campbell, N.; William  Rae, J.; and  William
McEwau, 8., when the following Campanions wero
admitted and instructed in the degree viz, :—Thomas
Darwin Humphives, 69 ; Capt. John A, MeDouald,
69 ; and Wilham Murray, 79.

Baprronisit Pass or Rep Cross DeerErs—.\
Council of Knights of the Red Crosy, consisting of
the threc points, viz :—Knights of the Sword;
Kuights of the Bast, or Princes of Jerusalem ; and
Knights of the East and Wust, was held within the
Couneil Roows, 170, Buchanan-street.  Sir Knight
Thomas M. Campbell presiding, assisted by Siv
Kuights James Bualfour, Thomas Gordon, \anll:lup
MeKwan, Geo. W. Cluke, David Ramsay, and L
P, Mulling.  Companions Neil MeCallum, W,
Rae, Thos. Niblo, 'l‘}ms. . Humphries, Capt. John
AL MeDonald, Edward Crosher, nud William Mur-
ray, were duly installed as Knights of tho above
degrees. The ceremony was ably performed, and of
a very imposing chavacter,
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METROPOLITAN.

Lodge of Friendship, No. 206.— This old and
prosperous lodge met on Thursday, May 13th, at
four p.m. precisely, at the Ship and Turtle Hotel,
Leadenhall-street ; Bro. Henry Maun Collier, W.M.,
in the chair. 'The lodge being opened and the
minutes of the Iast meeting read aud confirmed, a
ballot was taken for Mr. Charles 'Townsend Parsons,
thewell-known Governmentcoutractor, which proved
unanimous for his adwmission, and the W.M, pro-

. ceeded to initiate his first candidate, which cere-

mony he performed in the most masterly manner,
being ably assisted by his officers, Bro. Alfred
Harris, 5.W., pro. tem.; Geo. Collier, J.W.; and
F  Henmry Earles, J.D., who conducted his candi-
due admirably. Pursuant to notice, the brethren
then proceeded to make arrangements for the
“ summer dinner,” and it was finally resolved that
it shall be held at the King's Head Ilotel, Chigwell,
Essex, ou the last Thursday in June. After reading
and discussing the Grand Lodge and other letters
and communications, the lodge was closed in due
form, and the brethren adjourned to the banquet,
which was served in Bro. Geo. Painter’s usual
superb style; then the loyal and Masonic toasts
enlivened by harmony, the National Anthem being
executed by the Bros. W. and J. Rumsey, and Bro.
A, Turncr.  Several other brethren also contributed,
and after passing an eveusing in such delightful
fellowship as is only known to the Craft in general,
and this lodge in particular, the proceedings were
brought to a close.

Merchant Navy Lodge, No. 781.—This lodge held
its usual and last mouthly meeting for this season,
on Wednesday, the 12th inst., at the Silver Tavern,
Burdett Road, Limchouse. 'The officers present
were Bros. E. T. Read, W.M. ; llelys, S W, ; Brad-
bury, J.W.; Avrmstrong, S.D.; lReeves, J.1D.; Daniell,
P.M, LG. pro. tem.; Wright, P.3". and Treasurer ;
Medland, See.; and Keilich, Davies, and Bran-
bridge, P. Masters; and many brethren aund visitors,
amongst whom were Barlow, P.M., Sinecrity;
Stevens, P.M., Yarborough ; Schoficld, P.M., Zet-
Iand ; and Toole, Neptune.  The minutes of the
last regular lodge were read and confirmed, and the
Iedge opened in the seeond degree, and Bros. Evaus,
Delalle, and Laslitt (of the Zetlwd Lodge) being
candidates for the third degree were instructed and
withdrew. Lodge was then opened in the third
degree, and the three brethren were raised to the
Lodge resumed
to the sceond degree, and Bro. Newport passed to
degree of 1.C.  Lodge resumed to the fivst degree,
and the ballot having proved unanimous in favour
of Mr. W, Hallett and Mr. Wakeham, they were
duly jnitiated into Freemasonry. 1t was then pro-

osed by Dro. Killiek, 1>.M., and scconded by Bro.
Janiell, AL, that a P.ML's jewel be presented to
Bro. Bracebridge, LI2.M., which was carried unani-
A reconnendation was put to, and signed
by the ollicer and members of the lodge, to a petition
for reliel” for o widow of a deceased sea-faring
brother. Lodge was then closed, and the brethren
adjonrned to refreshment, and the repast was scrved
in a manner which our Bro. Holt is su deservedly
proverbial for, and with whicli every brother ex-
pressed himsclt as well pleasad.  Atter the removal
of the cloth the usnal loyal and Masonie toasts were
given and duly responded to,  DBro. Dracebridge,
1L.PAL, then proposed the health of their WAL,
and in doing so expressal the great pleasure he
experienced 1n secing him in his presceut position,
and the adimirable manmer in which he had rendered
the whole of the ceremonies this evening.  1le felt
assured the lodge wonld prosper umder his rule,
This toast having bren enthusiastically vesponded
to by all the brethren preseut, the \W.ML, Dro.
Rend, then said be thanked $ro. Bracebridge, and
the brethren generally, for this mark of their
approval, wnd he trusted that when his year of
otice had expived, he should carry with him the
same kind and frateroal feclings that hie had at all
times expericneed from the brethren of Merelunt
Navy Lodge.  “The Newly Initiated Drethiven,”
was then given, and respouded to by Bro. Hallett,
who expressed his gratification in having  been
initiated into Masonry by Bro. Reud, whom he had
known for ey years. ¢ The Health of the 1.
Masters,” was given and responded to by Bro.
Bracebridge.  The visitors” toast was then given,
and brielly responded to by Bros, Darlow, Barry,
Schoficld, Toole, and Stevens the latter took ocea-
sion to express the gratifieation he felt at secing the
WAL restored to health, and angured a prosperous
year to the Merchant Navy Lodge under his presi-
dency. The “ Treasurer and Seeretury” was then
given, and (the W. M) took occasion to express the
great vespeet he had for their Teeasurer, Bro.
Wright, whick he was sure was shaved in by every

brother of the lodge; he felt it was only due to him
to say that whatever knowledge of the rituals of
Freemasonry he (the W.M.) possessed, he was mainly
indebted to Bro. Wright for. The W.M. coucluded
by passing a high enconium upon his many excellent
qualities as a Mason, a friend, and a father; to
“which Bro. Wright replied in very fecling and suit-
able terms. The officers’ and Tylers’ toasts Lrought
this very pleasant cvening to a close. Several
brethren coutributed much to the evening’s enjoy-
ment by some excellent songs, particularly by Bros.
Stevens, Toole, Wright, Bradbury, &e.

Lily Lodge, No. 820.—On Wednesday se'nnight
the installation of Bro. George Townsend as W.M.
took plice at the Greyhound Hotel, Richmond, the
Installing Master being Bro. Wm. Cooper, assisted
by Bro. Rogers. After the ceremony the brethren
presented the immediate P.M , Bro. Thomas James
Carless, with a jewel bearing the following inserip-
tion :—*¢ Presented May 12th 1869, by the Lily Lodge,
Richmond, No. 820, to Bro. Thomas Carvless, . P. M.,
as a slight acknowledgment of the valuable aud effi-
cient services rendered by him tothe lodge, during his
past year of office, 1863-1869.” At seven o'clock an
adjournment was made to the new Banqueting Hall,
where a most 7écherche dinner wus served to the bre-
thern by Bro. Noyce. The chair was ably occupied
by the Worshipful Master, Bro Townsend. During
dessert, the usual loyal and Masonie toasts were duly
honoured. Amongst the visitors was Bro. Colonel
F. Burdett, Representative of the Grand Lodge of
Ireland at the Grand Lodge of England, aud who,
in respouding to the ton t of the Grand Officers,
spoke in warm language of the good Freemasonvy
had wrought in Irelund. There (he said) may
be seen men of every shade of political feeling mixing
and fraternising as only that brotherly love which
fills the heart of every true Mason can understand.
In alluding to the manifesto of Curdinal Cullen in-
terdicting the presence of those under his jurisdiction
at the grand Masonic ball in Dublin, the gallant
brother said he cousidered it should be called an
¢ Irish bull,” for it had done more good than harm
to the Craft.—The evening was enlivened by some
choice music and singing under the direction of Bro.
Jolm Tolley (musical director of the lodge) assisted
by Bros. Marriott and Briggs, froni the Chapel Royal,
Windsor.

Montefiore Lodge, No. 1017.—This new but in-
creasing lodge met on Wednesday, 12th inst., at
Freemasons’ Hall. the W.M., Bro. the Rev. M. B.
Levy, in the chair. A ballot was taken for the
admission of the following gentlemen, namely, L. H.
Moore, Charles Wertheimer, M. De Groot, and J.
Carlebach, and being unanimously in their favour,
they were regularly initinted into the mysteries of
the Order  Dro. George Moore was raised to the
sublime degree of a M.M., by the W.AL, in a very
solemn and impressive manner; indeed the lodge
may congratulate themselves on havirg so eflicient
and excellent working oflicers. The brethren then
satdown to a very splendid banquet pravided by Bro,
Gosden.  After the usunal formal toasts, the WM.
gave the hendth of the newly-nitintud, to whieh
Bro. Wertheimer responded. Bro. Eskell, P.AL, pro-
posed the W.M.,, expressing the great pleasure it
gave him to propose the health of one for whom e
had so great a respeet, and who hal filled that im-
portant oflice for two sneeessive years to the great
satisfaction of the brethren.—The WAL responded
in cloguent terms, amd then gave ** The health of the
Visitors,” who were Bros, Mann (P 186), Ienri
Drayton, Le Casase (590), E. Kelley (22), A 8. Pen-
noyer (U.S), 1L M. Levy (12 M. 188), Waorrell (JLW.
795), Picree (25), D. IL Jacobs (P.M. 27), (.
Gammon (W.M. 793), Glusher (P2.M. 382), Coote
(PO 205), and Reiss (Batavin).—Bro, Maun re-
turned thanks for the visiting brethren in a few
but expressive sentences,—There was some exeellent
harmony by DBros ITenri Dreayton, Kelley, IT. De
Solla, and 1L M. Levy, a delightful evening being
spent by all present.

DPerfect Ashlar Lodye, 1178,—~On the Gth inst., Dro.
G. Drapper’s (Gregorian Arms, Jmmaica-strect, Ber-
mondsey), this youug and prosperous lodge held its
regular mecting,  [n consequence of the unavoidabls
absence of the W.M, Bro. H, . Ehsworth, the
odge was opened by Dro, Frederick Walters, P
73, and Sceretary of this lodge. There were present
Bros. J. W. Avery, P.ML, SV, 0L Donking LR ;
G. J. Grace, LG5 J. W. Dudley, D.C; S H
Harmsworth, W55 J. 1L Fudge, G, Drapper, I
Fry, L. Ashton, J. Joseph, ‘I W. Cox, J. A" Axtel],
and several othors, Amongst the visitors were Bis
C. R Sloman (25), M. A, Loewenstark (J.W. 73),
G J. Sayer (1050), and others.  ‘I'he miuutes of the
last lodge, as well as those of the twa emergeney
meetings, were read and unanimously confirmed.

33, Chewles Deakin, after going through the usnal
formalities was rudsed to the degree of MM, the
entire ceremony being given, inclnding a lecture
on the tracing-board of the third degree.  Tn con-
sequence of his arduous duties as sceretary, Bro,
Walters solicited Bro. J. W, Avery, P AL 619 and

5.V, of this lodge, to oceupy the Solomonic ehiair,

which he did by initinting Mr. Frederick Ware into
the mysteries ofem:cient Freemasonry. As might
be expeeted, all yme ceremonies were well aud ably
rendered by turtwo P.M.’s who did the work. One
gentleman was proposed for initiation at the next
mecting of the lodge. An apology was received
from the candidate for passing, and also from the
candidate for initiation. Then came the all-important
event of the evening, which was the presentation to
Bro. John Donkin, the LP.M., first with a twelve-
guinca Past-Master's jewel, and secondly with a
Past-Master’s collar and jewel, which wzs done by
the acting WM. in an able and fluent manuner.
Bro. Donkin, in suitable terms, acknowledged these
handsome presenls. The first-named jewel is of
clegant design and superior workmanship; made
of 18-carat gold and hall-marked, it is about the size
of a crown-piece, and bears in front the motto,
“Merit alone commands esteemny,” in a border of
raised ietters on a frosted ground, and enclosed
within a twisted cordon. In the centre is the Euclid
and square, surmounted by the five points of fellow-
ship on an enamelled ground. The inscription,
unlike those of the majority of presentation jewels,
is brought, in this instance, in the frout, so as to be
scen and read easily, anud is introduced on the two
hangers, or suspenders, in raised letters, as follows:
¢ Presented by the Perfect Ashlar Lodge to Bro. '
John Donkin, the tirst W.M.; 1868,” and, in order
to make the jewel more effective and render it em-
blematical, the Perfect Ashlar, exquisitely mounted
and finished, is attached to the ribbon between the
suspenders, and is an exact representative in every
respeet ; and, to make it complete, on the front o.
the Ashlar is the square and compasses enclosing
the number of the lodge, 1178. It was manu-
factured by Bros. Loewenstark & Sons, Devereux-
street, Strand, and is a splendid specimen of their
workmanship. Oy the silver Past Masters' jewel is
this inscription, viz.: * Presented by the Brethren
of the Perfect Ashlar Lodge, No. 1178, to their first
W.M,, Bro. John Doukin, as a token of their estecem
and respect, together with a gold jewel.”  Bro. John
William Dudley, D.C., having withdrawn and re-
signed as being the steward to represent this lodge
at the anniversary festival of the Girls’ School,
which was to be held on Wednesday, May 12, Bro.
I, Walters, P.M. and Sce., proposed, and it was
duly seconded and earried unanimously in favour of
its Dbeing confirmed, that Bro. Jolm Donkin be
elected and accepted as the steward to represent this
lodge at the Girls' School Anniversary Festival,
All the business being ended the lodge was closed,

and it was ordered to be summoned to meet on

July 1st, at six o'clock p.m. After Jabour followed
refreshment, and the amusement of the evening was
increased by the capital improvised verses of
Bro. Charles R. Sloman. After a few hours of
mutual enjoyment the brethren separated to enjoy
Tired nature's sweet restorer, bulmy sleep,”

PROVINC/AL.

HEerTFORDSHIRE, - - Gresham Lodge, No. 869.—Th
first regulur mecting of this lodge took place
at the ** Four Swans,” Waltham Cross, on Satur
day, the Sth instant, at which a large number of
brethren attended, amongst whom were Bros, R
Miteliell, W.M.; W. I Gomperby, S.W.; Dr. R.
Bruee, JAWV.; H J. Thompson, P.M,, and a founder
of the lodge ; also, Bros. O. F. Vallentin, Treasuter;
C. Swan, Scerctavy; W. 1I. Warry, D.P.S. Wks,,
D.C.; &. The lodge was opencd, aud the ballot
being in favour of Mr. J. Lewis, he was initiated
by the WAL in o manuer that reflected great eredit
upon the lodge for his assiduous atteution to the
duties of the chair; after which Bro. Etherington
was duly passed to the degree of ¥.C. This being
the period of clection for the W.ML, a ballot was
taken, and passed unanimously in favour of Brother
Gomperby, 8.W., as W.D. elect, and Brother O, T,
Vallentin was unanimously ve-eleeted Treasurer for
the eighth time. The brethren then retived to a
very nicely prepared banquet, presided over by the
WAL, whe gave the usual toasts, &e., and every
one returned to town evidently pleased by the day’s
enjoyment.

Laxcasren.—{flowley  Lodge, No. 1051, — An
emergency meeting of this lodge was held on Tris
day last, the 1ath inst, at the Masonic Rooms,
Athenzun. The chair of K.S. was occupied (in
the unavoidable absence from home of the W.M.)
by W. Bro Dr. Moore, M., Prov. (. Sup. ot
Works, who was supported by the following oflicers
and  brethren i— Bro. Bugnadl, PO, as LIP.M.;
Bros. Hall, S, W, ; Mercer, J.W.; J. Hatel, S.W,
281, as S.12.; Ley as J.D.; Taylor, LG.; Armis-
tead; W, J. Sly, KA, Watson, Tyler. 'The
cireular convening the meeting having been read,
and other business tranencted, Bro. W, J. Sly vas
passed to the degree of ¥.C. by the Acting W.AL
Otlier husiness connected with the lodge was (:en
transacted, and the lodge closed in due form.

Bisuor Avckrasp, Durnam. — Wear Valley
Lodge, No. 1,121, —'The regnlar meeting of thie
lodge was held at the Savings' Dank on Friday
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evening, May 14th. In the unavoidable absence of
the W.M., Bro. the Rev. G. P. Wilkiuson, Bro. G.
Canney, .D., P.M., presided, and was snpported
by Bros. G. Stillman, SW.; J. Wyld, JJW.; T. B.
Thwaites, Treas.; W. Pawson, Hon. Sec.; J.
Robson, I.G., &. Visitor: Bro. John Bowes, 129,
148, 1,051, 1,250, P.M., P.Z, P.P.G.D.C. ; P.P.G.
Reg. Cumberland and Westmorland.  The lodge
was opened in due form, when the minutes of the

revious meeting were read and confirmed. One

rother was passed, and two raised by the acting
W.M,, in a correct and impressive manner, under
the deaconate of Bro. John Bowes. The lodge was
duly closed.

IRELAND.

Baxoon.—The Antient Boyne— A lodge of emer-
gency assembled at the lodge rooms, Devonshire
Arms Hotel, on Wednesday, May 12, at 7 p.m., to.
elect officers for the ensuing six months. The at-
tendance was Iarge, and included Steward R.
Trevilian, W.M.; Williams French, S.W. ; Robert
Sutton, J.W.; R. Sargeant Topham, S.D.; Carvoll
Dawson, J.D.; Matthew Lee, I.G. ; Joseph Morris,
G: Hagarty, W. Belcher, E Olliffe, W. Joyce, R.
W. Doherty, T. Ruddock, R. Payne, R. Bright,
Alexander Appleby, Wingfield Corley, Walter
Bullen, W. Waugh Fuller, Thomas Peters, S. Cot-
terall, J. Strahan, Wilson, Bevin, Henry G.
Bennett, &c. Brother Williams French was unani-
mously voted to the chair, and the other officers all

ot a step forward. Bro. Wm. Belcher was elected

.G. Mpr. Benjamin Dawson was balloted for, ad-
mitted, and initiated to the degree of Entered
Apprentice. Before the termination of the usual
routine of lodge business, it was proposed, seconded,
and carried with all the honours, *“That our Right
Worthy and Worshipful Masier be presented with a
gilver tea service, in recognition of the many valu-
able services he has rendered ¢Old 84’ during the
last thirty years;” and a committee was appointed
to carry out this desirable object.

Berrasr.—Lodge of Truth, No. 22.—An emer-
ency meeting of this old and flourishing lodge, was
ﬁeld in the Masonic Roowms, Donegall-place, on
Tuesday evening last, 18th inst., in the absence of
the W.M., Bro. J. Gelston, P.M. occupied the
chair, the Lodge being opened on the E.A. degree,
Mr. Robert Reid was initiated in the same by Bro.
Gelston. The Lodge was then passed to the F.C.
degree, when Bros. Thos. Craig, Henry Semmend,
and James Brown, who had served a Inwful time as
E.A’s, and having gained sufficient proficiency in
the same were passed to the degrec upon which the
lodge was working by Bro. John Ireland, P.M., 59.
The lodge was then raised, aud Bro. Cherry was in
a very solemn and impressive manner raised to the
sublime degree of M.M. A number of visiting
brethren were present during the evening. The
proceedings terminated shortly after 11 o'clock,
when the lodge was closed in due form.

(Continued on puge 10.)

THE ROYAL ARCIL.

METROPOLITAN.

British Chapter, No. 8.—This chapter held a con-
vocation on Friday evening, May the 7th, under the
presidency of Companions Jabez Tepper M.E.Z.,
Companion John Thomas Guriflith, ~ (M.D.)H.,
and Companion John Braddick Monckton, J., when
the M.IE.Z. ably worked the Pedestal and pave
the charges to the Companions. The summer ban-
quet was fixed for the last day of June at the
Crystal Palace. The Companions afterwards had
their usual sumptuous banquet at the tavern ; but
many of them were absent, in consequence of an
entertainment given by one of the members of the
Lodge, and which the M.E.Z. was prevented from
attending owing to his duties at the Chapter.

Panmure Chapter, No, 720.--The (quarterly Convo-
cation of this Chapter was held at the Horns Tavern,
Kennington, whither it had been removed from
Balham, on Monday, the 10th inst, when a good
attendance of Companions gave much interest to the

roceedings, The Chapter was opened by the
M.E.Z., Companion J. Thomas, supported by near)

all his Officers.  Bros. Samucl” Haddock, P.M.,
Charles Milner Haddock, .M., Abel Perrot, B.A.,
Christopher R. Wegnelin, and Joseph Nixon, were
exalted into Royal Arch Masonry.  Compunion
Samuel C. Davison, B.A,, P.ILD., P.Z., No. 198,
was eleeted a joining member. Companion John
Read, P.Z., then most ably installed the principal
officers for the ensuing year, viz :—-Companion II.
C. Levander, M.E.Z., Companion I, \Vorthington,
L, Companion J. M. Gates, I.  The remaining
officers were appointed as follows, Companion James
Stevens, P.%., Seribe E., Companion Harvey, N.,
Companion J, Nunu, P.Z, Treasurer, Companion
H. Smith, P.S. The Chapter being then closed, the
Com‘pauions adjourned to a most exeellent banguet
at which the usual Royal Arch toasts were given

and heartily responded to, the evening’s entertam-
ment being interspersed with some capital singing.
We congratulate this Chapter upon the great ad-
vantages they have secured by their removal from
so distant a neighbourhood as Balham to a locality
so much more easily reached by its members and
visitors.
PROVINCIAL.

Leicester.—Chapter of Fortitude, NoJ 279.—A
quarterly convocation of this chapter was held at
the Freemasons' Hall, on Friday, the 15th inst.,
among the Companious present were W. Kelly, P.Z.
and P.G.IL, as ME.Z; W. Weare, M.EZ. as H. ;
H. Kinder, P.Z., as J.; Rev. John Spittal, H. and
M.EZ. elect ; L. A. Clarke, J. and H. elect; and
various other officers and companions. The minutes
having been read and confirmerd on the opening of
the chapter, a board of installed principals was
formed, when the Rev. Comp, Spittal, was presented,
and was regularly installed into the Chair of M.E.Z.,
by Comp. Kelly, and had the vavious charges, &e.,
addressed to him. The installation of the other
principals (Comps. L. A, Clarke aud G. H. Hodges,)
was unavoidably postponed ; the former not arriving
untilafter the board of installed principals was closed,
and the latter being in Parvis. The Comps. being
admitted, a ballot was taken for Bro. Edwin J. Crow,
ot St. John’s Lodge, No. 279, and for Bros. J. G. F.
Richardson, and E. Parsons, of the John of Gannt
Lodge, No. 523, who were duly elected. The
following Comps., who had been elected at the
last convocation, were invested as the oflicers
for the ensuing year :—W. Kelly, P Z., and P.G.H.;
Treas., C. Stretton, E.; 8. 8. Partridge, N.; G.
Toller junr., P.S.; E. W. 8. Stanley, AS.; C.
Bembridge, Janitor. Bro. Crow being in attendance
was then admitted, and was regularly exalted; the
ceremony being, for the first time, most efficiently
performed by the Rev. Comp. Spittal, M.E.Z. ; and
Comp. Toller, P.3. On the conclusion of the
ceremony, Comp. Kelly delivered the Historieal,
Symbolical aud Mystical Lectures; The Chapter
was closed in solemn form and with prayer, and the
Comps. adjourned to refreshment, and spent an
Lour or two very pleasant y under the presidency
of the newly-installed M.E.Z, the highly respected
Vicar of St. Andrew’s, Leicester, an active Mason,
and a son of the Iate Sir James Spittal, formerly
Lord Provost of Edinburgh, and Deputy Grand
Master of Scotland.

Laxcaster.—lowley Chapter, 1051.—The regular
meeting of this Chapter was held at the Masonic
Rooms, Athenceum, on Monday, 17th May. ‘There
were present thefollowing Companions : Dr, Moore,
M.E.Z. ; Bagnall, IL. Mason, J. Hall, Scribe E.;
Whimfray, as Scribe N. ; Mercer, P.S. ; Bell, Assist.
Soj. ; Taylor, and Watson, Jaunitor. The minutes of
the last meetings were read, confirmed and signed
by the principals. The following Candidates for
exaltation were then balloted for, and unaunimously
clected :—Bros. C. S. Hope, Linderley Lodge, No.
3074; DBros. W. N. Kilbwn; Edmund Simpson
P, ; and William Heald, all of the Lodge of
Fortitude, Lancaster, No. 281; and Bro. Heald
being in attendance, was duly exalted to the degree
of Ioyal Arch. There being no other business
before the Chapter, it was closed in due form,

MARK MASONRY.,
METROPOLITAN,

Keit Lodge of Murk Master Masons.—A meeting
of this lodge was held at the George Hotel, Alder-
manbury. on Tuesday evening, the L1th inst., under
the presidency of the W.M.,, DBro. Thomas Megyy,
and which was well attended, every officer being in
his place, and there being several visitors and can-
didatesfor advancement. The lodge having been duly
opened, and minutes read, ballots were taken for
five out of seven candidates proposed, all of which
proved unanimous, Bros. A. L. Irvine, P.M., the
WAL ; James Stevens, PAL, the S,W. ; and Eugene
Cronin, the Treasurer of the Macdonald Lodge
(Craft), No. 1216, were then introduced, and duly
advanedl to the degree of Mark Masters, We hear
it is the intention of these brethren to form a new
lodge of Mark Mast.rs in councction with their
most excellent Craft Lodge, the high repute of
which is now attyacting considerable attention
amongst mcelropolitan Masous.  Bros. Driver and
Ewins were also subsequently introduced, and duly
advanced. Bro. I Meggy, the WM., then, in 2
most able manner, instalicd his successor, Brother
Warr, who appointed his officers aceording to rota,
and the brethren, on the lodge being closed, ad-
journed to refreshment, the usual toasts being given
and responded to ; and a most satisfactory evening
having been spent by all present, the company
separated.

PROVINCIAL,

MgrroN Mownray.—/Mowe Lodge, No. 21.—The
annual festival of this lodge was held at the George
Hotel, on Thursday, the 13th instant, when, among
the members present, were Bros. Rev. W, Ka
Robinson, W.M. ; Rev. W. Langley, S.W. and W.M,

elect ; H. Douglas, J.W. ; I.Sharman, See., Bright,
Park, Markham, Manu, Seiby, Ferneley, Turville,
and others. The Provincial Grand Master attended
the meeting for the purpose of installing the W.M.
elect. The lodge having been opened by the W.M.,,
ard the minutes read and eontirmed, a ballot was
taken for Bro. Rippin, of the Rutland Lodge,
No. 1130, who was duly elected, but was prevented
attending for advaneement. Bro. Kelly, P.G.DM., then
took the Chair, and, having addressed the prelimi-
nary questions to the W.A. clect, the brethren be-
lew the rank of P.M., retired, and a board of installed
masters having been opened, the Rev. Bro. Langley
was installed in due form, af'er whicly, on the return
of the brethren, he was proclaimed and saluted.
The concluding address having been delivered, the
WM. proceeded to appoint and invest his officers,
Votes of thanks having been passed to the P.G.M.

~and the LP.M., the lodge was closed, and the

brethren adjourned to the banquet.

ORDERS OF CUIVALRY.
KNIGII'TS TEMPLAR.
Temple Cressing Encampment.—The Knights o

the above assembled on Thuarsday, the 15th, at their
field of encampment, Ilorns ‘Lavern, Kennington,
under the banner of the 1£.C., Sir Knt, W. N, Rudge,
Prov. Grand Captain. when the Em, Sir Knt, W, F.
Mitehell, Prov. Grand Captain, inhis usual impressive
style inaugurated and enthroned Sir Kut. Major . F
Smith, Past Prov. G. Capt.,as 1.C,, who appointed
aud iInvested as his oflicers, Sir Knt. Biron 1st
Capt.  Sir Knt. George Haurrison, Prov. Grd. Capt.
of Lines, second Capt; dir Knt; Dr. Lillic, Prov, Grd.
Sub.-Prior. Prelate j Sir Kut. R. Farean, Prov. Grd,
Registrar, Registrar ; Siv Knt, W, I\, Mitchell, P.E.C.
as Kixpert pro. tem. ; and Sir Knt. Vesper, Prov. Grd.
L., as Fquarry., The Knts. then adjourned to one of
Bro. Wittel's clegant banquets.  The only visitors on
this oceasion were the Km. Sir Knt, Blankin, Dep.
Prov. Grd. Commander, and Sir Knt. Chas, Swan,
Past Grand D.C. We cannot omit noticing Bro.
Whittel's constant attention to the requirements ot
his Masonic patrons, he is now building a new and
convenient ante-room, with store room for Mason ic
furniture, &ec.

RED CROSS Ol

{OME AND CONSTANTINE®
IRELAND,

St Patrick’s Conclave.—On Thursday evening, May
10th, a meeting of this Conclave was held at theoffices
of Eminent 8ir Knt. Woodward., Present the Illus.
Sir Knt. Ilorner, Inspeetar General for Norfolk ;
Lminent Sir Knts, Mc(Hoverz, Forsythe, Carleton,
and Woodward ; Sir Kuts. Wattock, Styles, Scott,
Edwards, and Bouchier. A College of Viceroys
was opened, and Sir Knts. Bouehier and Edwards
were duly couseerated Pricsts Masons. A Council
of Sovercigns was theu opened, and Sir Knts.
Edwards and Bouchier were duly enthroned as
Sovereigns and Prince Masons. The Couclave was
then opened in due ferm, and the Illustrious Sir
Knt. Inspeetor General for Norfolk placed
Eminent Sir Kut. Thowmas McGovern, on the
throne of Constantine, stating that pro. tein, he com-
misioned Sir Knt. McGovern, to act as Deputy
Inspector General for Norfolk. The following
Officers were then appointed to act in the meetings
of the Order in Dublin, V. K. Sir Knt. Forsythe,
Eusebius ; Em. Sir Knt. Woodward, Senior General ;
Lm, Sir Kut. Edwards, Junior General ; Em. Sir
Knt. Bouchier, High Prelate; Em. Sir Knt.
Carleton, ‘Treasurer and Recorder; Siv Knt, Scott,
Prefect; Sir Kut. Wattoek, Standard Beaver; Sir
Knt. Molley, Herald ; Sir Knt, Styles, Nentinel,
It was resolved : That as the Grand Imperial Couneil
granted a special jewel, that a golden shamrock be
embroidered in the Aprons, Sashes, and Ribbon of
the Kuts. of the Saint Patvick’s Conclave. 1t was
resolved : That the Mast Tllus, Grand Sovercign,
Lord Kenlisand 1IL Sir Knt Col, Burdett, be invited
to dine with the Dublin Knts, It was resolved :
That Ilustrious Sir Kunt. Horner, and Eminent
Sir Kts. MeGovern, Forsy the, and Wowdward, form
a committee to prepare hye-luws, It was resolved :
That in future two guincas be charged on the
Instaliation of each Knight. Itwas resolved: That
the names of all Candidutes for installation at the
next meeting be sent to L, Siv Knt, Cavleton
fourtcen days from this date. 1t was also resolved,
That immediately the charvter is granted each Sir
Kut. is expected to procure his proper regalia.
The Conclave was then closed in due form.  The
Charter for this Conclave has since heen granted,
and we congratulate the Order upon its successful
delut in the sister isle,

WIILITTINGTON LODGE OF INSTRUCTION
No. 862,

. We paid a flying visit on Thursday. the 13th
inst., to this Lodge of Tustruetion,whicli is now held
at the Crown "Tavern, High Holborn, Bro. W.
Long, W.M. 435, aceupied the chair, and assisted by
Bros, Littaur and Berger, worked several of the
sections in an admirable manner. About 23 brethren
were present during the evening,
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- Bixths, Warringes, and Deaths.

[Announcements of Births, Marriages, and Deaths rclating
‘to the Craft, or their families, will be inserted, free of
‘¢harge, if properly authenticated ]

. BIRTH.

Goocu.—On the 11th instant, at- Drummiond-cottage,
Bournemouth, the wife of Bro. George Gooch (Sec. 195)
of a son.

DEATIL

Mouxtz.—Accidentally killed: by a fall; at Guernsey, Bro,
William Henry Muntz, so1 of the late G. I'. Muntz, Lsq.,
M P. for Birmingham..—[Brother Muntz was initiated in
the Doyle’s Lodge of Fellowship, No. 84, Guernsey, on
the 12th July, 1867, and installed as a Koight of the
Order of Constantine at the forination of the voyle Con-
clave, No. 7, on the 20th July, 1868. Asa token of
sorrow for his melancholy end both the Lodge and Con-
clave were draped in black at their meetings last week,—
Ep. ]

BOOKS RECEIVED.
“‘My Own Philology,” by A, Tuder,
4Masonic Monthly” for April, Boston, Mass, U.S.A.
“ Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Canada.”

# Annual Report of Grand Chapter of Scotland,” per Comp,
Hughan, an 1lon. Member.

“The Freemason,” St. Louis, Mo., U.S.A., for 1 May.

Weare sorry that pressure of matter obliges us to still
further defer the continuation of Bro. Xmra Holmes’
tale, and other interesting communications.

@he Freemason,

Sarurpay, May 22, 18G9.

Tue FremasoX {s published on Saturday Mornings in time
for the early trains.

The prico of ‘'z Fremwason is Twopence per week;
guarterly snbscription (including postage) 3s. 3d.

Annuai Subseription, 123, Subseriptions payable in advance,

All communications, letters, &c., to be addressed to the
Epiror, 3 & 4, Little Britain, k.,

The Kditor will pay careful attention to all M33. entrusted to
him, but cannot undertake to resurn them unless accompanied
by postago stamps.

THE NEGRO AND THE CRAFT.
-

Tonr some time past our brethren in Ameriea,
and especially in Massachusetts, have been de-
bating and agitating the question, “Can a negro
be a Freemason?” and  Ave the members of
coloured lodges in the United States entitled to
recognition as brethven 77

These who take the negative side in the
debate aftirm that the negro lodges are clan-
destine and spurious, inasmuch as they are not
chartered by any of the existing Grand Lodges
in America.  An uuprejudiced statement of the
facts of the case may therefore be deemed op-
portune, and, from the broad humanitavian poing
of view, we are satisfied that their disclosure
will add another laurel to the chaplet which
adorns the brow of our venerable Mother Grand
Lodge, which has cver been the champion of
toleration, of justice, and of fieedom.

In the year 1784 the Grand Lodge of England,
in the exercise of its undaubted powers, grauted
a charter to Bro. Prince Hall and other coloared
men, residents in the City of Doston, and State
of Massachusetts, empowering them to meet as
regular Lodge, wnder the distinetive title of
“ The African Lodge, No. 459.”

The Todge was established, and worked suc-
cessfully for many years under Bro. Hall) who
appears to have been a thorough Masun, and a
man of great intelligence. It is well known
that, after the conclusion of the War of Inde-
pendence, and, in one instance, during its pro-
gress, the D'rovincial Grand Lodges in the
United States disclaimed all allegiance to {he
foreign grand bodies from whicli they derived
their existence; and, in taking this step, they
were perfecetly justified, not only by the exi-
geneies of the political situation, but hy every
principle of international Masonic law, The

and Canada farnishes
doctrine, *“ Are lodges

question, however, aviscs,
recent illustrations of the
to be considered spurious
the members prefer working under their original

or clandestine because

warrants from a foreign Grand Lodge to joining
a mnewly erected Masonic jurisdiction in the
state or dominion in which such lodges may Le
sitnated 17 or, in other words, * Was the African
Lodge bound to surrender its warrant from the
Grand Lodge of England, and to apply to the
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts for authority to
work as a lodge?” We contend it was not, and
hold that the Alma Lodge at Quebec, and other
Jodges in Canada, owning allegiance at the
present day to the Grand Lodge of England,
notwithstanding the cxistence of the Grand
Lodge of Canada, might, with equal reason and
equal justice, be denounced as illegitimate. We
have now before us a charge delivered by Bro.
Prince Hall, Right Worshipful Master, to the
African Lodge, on the 25th June, 1792, from
which we deduce the melancholy conviction
that if our coloured brethren had, at that
period, sought recognition or support from the
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts they would not
have obtained it, so powerful was the demon of
prejudice in these days, and so invineibly rooted
was the senscless antipathy to the oppressed
children of Africa.
point of vital importance, and. if our negro

We must next consider a

brethren can offer a satistactory solution, we
apprehend that their position as Masons will he
legally demonstrated heyond . the possibility of
doubt,

In the first place, ¢ Can they prove the con-
tinuous existence of the African Lodge from its
formation in 1784 down to the union of the
two Grand Lodges of England in 1813, at which
latter period the lodge was undoubtedly horne
upon the voll of regular lodges? and has the
lodge been working independently ever since 7

As far as our own iuformation extends we
believe that the lodge has had an uninterrupted
existence since 1784, and its non-afliliation to
the Grand Ladge of Ma
anywise aflect its Masonic status or legitimacy ;

ssachusetts does not in

indeed, its right to exist independently is illus-
trated by the fact that, in Doston itself, the
&t. Andrew's Lodge, originally chartered by the
Grand Lodge of Seotland, for many years re-
mained aloof from the territorial jurisdiction of
Massachusetts, until, at length, its members
sought admission into the State fold, and were
joyfully received, without any ugly question
being raised as to the legality of their previous
position,

The whole subject in dispute, we greatly fear,
is the eligibili y of negroes to the privileges of
the Craft, and nwpon this view of the question we
~ide at onee with the men of colour, Caste has
been heaten down by the influence of Free-
masonry, liberty of conscience has been secured
by the steady adoption of Masonic principles,
and shall we now deny to men of different hue
a participation in those rites which are sym-
bolical of the thousand trivmphis of right over
wrong, or those glorious teachings which pro-
claim to all mankind brotherly love, relief, and
truth ?
moral power of English™ Freemasonvy is in

Happily, on this question, the whole

accord with the action taken by our forefuthers
in 1781, when they chartered the African
Todge, and the claims of our eoloured hrethren
in the United States will never he igunoved by
Fnglish brethren, or, we may add, by any * true
and worthy Ireemasgon, of whatever country,
colony, or clime, throughout the universe.”

XY . Qs g .

Hultem v Parbo, or Masonic

wy ! .
ANotes and Queries.
—_—

Chapter Centenaries—We hear a great deal
now-a-days about . lodges celebrating their centennial
anniversaries, but as yet I have not heard of any
chapters having claimed the privilege of wearing the
centenary jewel,  What are our fricnds of the Chap- .
ter of the Nativity, No, 126, Burnley, doing, for in-
stance, or those of the Cana Chapter, No. 116,
Colne, both of which, I have an impression, were
founded in 1769 2 ANTIQUARIUS.

T'he Rite of Misraim.—A brother lately en-
quired in Tnr FrEepmasoN respecting the rite of
Misraim.  Any “Tuilear” of the “Iicossais” de-
grees will give him the signs, words, and * attonche- .
ments,” and a work is; I Dbelieve, published in New
York which fully explains the bizarre pretensions of
the system.  There are only two members of the rite
existing in Ireland, and it may be said to have died a
natural death in that country.— Viaror,

EXCERPTS TROM A MASONIC SCRAP- -
BOOK.
By War, Jam=ss Huenax, P2, No. 131, Tryro.

Wo. 1.—~Masoxic Kxigurs TeMpPLARS,

Although the degree of Masonic Knights Tem-
plars is virtually a Christian organization, and re-
cagnizes the “ Prince of Peace” as its Chief Captain,
the following letter from its first Grand Master to
worthy knights, is confirmatory of the fact that the
Order had, notwithstanding, a considerable amount
of warlike enthusiasm about it, which, though con-
trary to the spirit of Jesus Christ, was after all but
proving them to be genuine followers of the old
Knights Templars, whose delight was in Dbattle,
and whose courage was only surpassed by their
zealous attachment to Christianity.

Eztract of a circular lctter frow the Grand Master of the
Reliyious and Military Order of Kuights Templars in
England, to the Chapters of that Confraternity.

Dear Brother and Knight Companion,—As the nation is
preparing to guard against an invasion of our enemies, if
they should have the temerity to make an attempt, it is
become my duty, at this important crisis, to request and
require that such of you as can, without prejudice to your
families, do hold yourselves in readiness (as Knights Tem-
plars) to unite with, and bt muler the command of the
officers of the military corps stationed in your respective
counties. as may be most convenient, taking the name of
“ Pricee Edward's Royal Volunteers”  When the important
moment arrives, I shall offer my services in the navy or
army 3 and, whenever [ have the Lonour to be veceived, shall
inform you of my address and, although we are prevented
by adverse circumstances from assembling together, where I
might has e had the hononr and happiness of commanding in
persan, yet onr hearts will be uaited in the glorious cause, in
conformity to the sacred obligations we are under.  Let our
prayers he addressed to the Throue of Grace, that, as Christ’s
faithful soldiers and servants, we may be enabled to defend
the Christian religion, our gracious sovereign, our laws,
litvrties, and properties, against a rapacious enemy, Let
the word of the day be “The Will of God;” and let us
remember that a day—an hour—of virtuous Liberty, is worth
a whole eternity of bondage.

The Knights Companions are vequired to wear the uniform
of the corps in which they serve as volunteers, with the
Cross of the Order of the Knights Templars, on a black
riband between two button-holes; on the breast of the waist-
coat.

Your faithful Brother and Kuight Companion,
Tionas Duxerereniy (GOML)

The following is the eapy of aletter from Redrath,
in Cornwally in answer to the preceding,
Southampton, April 11th, ADL 17094, A0, 676.
Most Eminent and Supreine Grand Master,—Agreoable to
your desires, diznifid 1o me by your esteemed favour of the
11th ultino, T held a Conelave of the Order of Knights
Templars in our Field of Encumpmient, at this place, on
Monday the 28th ultimo, where | Liid your letter before the
Kuights Companions. 1 have the happiness to inform you
that [ found them stedfast in theiv religious principles and
unanimous in their loyalty and patriotism to their king and
country.  Two of the Kuights Companions are oflicers in
the 'enryn Volunteer Corps, an b will follow your divections
in wearing the Cross of the Order, &e. The rest of the
companions, residing at a distainee from any established
corpd, will he ready on any emergent oceasion to unite with
them; and they have entered into a subscription (as Knights
Temolars) to he applicd towanrds the defence of the country 3
and ar there is @ geaeral subseription at Bodming for the
county, asd several volunteer corps on the coast for Jocal
defenee, we heg your opinion and advice how to apply the
maney we have subseribed,
Iam (M.E and 8.G M.),
Your faithful and affectionate Brother and K.C,,
Redruth, 3rd May, (T4,
Thos, Dunckely, K., Thanjton Court Palace,

N S

Masoxie Anctrorocicarn Ixsrirure,—The last
mecting of the susston will be held on Friday evening,
28¢h Maw, at chight o’clock, when o paper will be read
by Brother Hyde Clarke, Hon Preasurer, on #The
History and Relations of Freemasoury in France,”
Musons not wmembers may apply to Biother W, T, Mar-
chamt, flon, Seey, 105, Great Russell-street, W Ci—
Adot,
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INSTALLATION FESTIVAL OF THE GREY
FRIARS LODGE, READING, No. 1191

[FroM oUR Srrcral REPORTER.]

The Installation Festival of this highly flourishing
Lodge, established some four or five years ago, took
wplace o Tuesdry under most auspicious circum-
‘stances. The Lodge, held in the Masonic Hali,
‘Gefiries-road, was attended by nearly 70 of the
“brethren. The chief business was the initiation of
Mr. Alfred Gooch (son of Bro. Sir Daniel Gooch,
Bart., M.P. and Prov. Grand Master), and the install-
:ation of Bro. R. C. Hurley as W.M. Bro. W. Biggs,
-of Reading (wlhose labours and enthusiasm in the
.cause of Masonry are well known), performed both

-ceremonies most impressively. The musical arrange-
ments for the day were under the direction of Bro.
Tolley, P.P.G O., assisted by Bros. Marriott, Briggs,
and Barrett, of St. George's Chapel Royal,,Windsor,
:and afforded much pleasure to the brethren.

After the W.M. had been duly installed, he pro-
-eeeded to invest the following officers of the Lodge:
Bro. J. Weightman, 8,W. ; Bro. G. Chancellor, J.W.;
Bro. H.J. Simpson, Chaplain; Bro. J. Greenfield,
:Secretary 3 Bro. E. J. Tabor, S.D. ; Bro. Godsmark,
J.D.; Bro. J.T. Brown, LG.; Bros. Stranson and
Freeman, S, A Past Master’s Jewel was presented
:to Bro. Alexander Beale, I.P.M., in recognition of
rthe zeal, efficiency, and courtesy which he displayed
-during his year of oftice.

In the evening a banquet took place at the George
Hotel, and the room was almost inconveniently full.
The banquet was admirably served by Bro. George
Pontin. The chair was taken by Bro. R. C. Hurley,
‘W.M.,, of the Grey Friars’ Lodge, and amongst those
presznt were Bros. Sir D. Gooch, Bart., M.P., P.G.M,,
‘the Rev. SirJ. W. Hayes, Bart., P.G.C., J. R. Steb-
bing (Southampton), P.M., P.G.D., of England ; R.
-J. Spiers (Oxford), .G.S.B,, the Rev. R. J. Simpson,
P.G.C., E. G. Bruton (Oxford) P.M, S. Whittey,
D.P.G.M. for Wilts, R. S. Hulbert (Basingstoke),
P.P.G.S.W.,, Hants, F. A. Bulley, P.M,, W. Biggs,
P.M., G. Botly, P.M. (414), John Dew, Basingstoke),
PM.., J. W, Blowers, W.M. (414), J. W. Wynne,
P.M., John Ellis, P.M,, A. Sellar; P.M,, James
Harris, W.M., W. W, Wynne, W.M, (101), Lovatt,
(526), J. W. Hounslow, J. W. 414), C. W. Wynd-
ham, P.M., P. Stokes, S. (414), R. Cave, Arthur
Weleh, Alfred W. Gooeh, G. Anns, R C. Shettle,
H. P. Dowson, R. Bradley, 8.D. (414), F. C.
Warner, F. D. Awbery, W. C. Jameson, I'. Warn-
-cott, W, Simpson, G. Yarfitt, W. A. Danett, J.W.
(1044), &e.

The W. M. first proposed * The Queen and Craft,”
remarking that as loyal citizens and as good Masons
they would drink the toast with the greatest plea-
sure and the most hiearty enthusiasm,

The W.M. next gave “The Right Hon. and the
Most Worshipful the Grand Master, and the Grand
Officers of KEngland, past and present.” The Earl
of Zetland had now held his high position as a
Grand Master for a quarter of a century. Tt was
thounght that at the termination of the present year
lie would retire from that position, and should he
-do so he would carry with him the gratitude and
the respect of the Craft.

Bro. Segps, D.P.G.M., (Oxford), responded on
Dehalf of the Grand Officers’. They had reason to
feel proud of being connected with such a body,
-and they had espeeial reason to be proud of their
Grand Master, whose service to the Craft had been
80 great, and so numerous for many years. (Cheers.)
“The position which the 3a:lde Grey and Ripon,
their Deputy Grand Master now held, showed
that they were able to attract to their order men
-eminent in the State,  The President of the Council
(Lord de Grey and Ripon) had worked as a Mason
with that thoroughness, for which our countrymen
were distingnished. M. Dodson, Chairman of the
“Committee of the House of Commons, had also
taken oftice in Grand Lodge. The Prov. Grand
Master (Sir Daniel Gooch,) also though his duties
“were 50 multifarious, though he had charge of that
wonderful undertaking, the Great Western Rail-
way Company, though he was one of those wha
were engaged In casting a girdle vound the Barth,
and though he took part in the legislation of the
-country, had yet found time to devote to the inter-
est of Masonry. (Cheers.) In conclusion Bro.

Spiers expressed the gratitication it had afforded
him to be present, and observe how admirably the
wark was done in Greyfriars Lodge. e hoped the
T.odge would continune to prosper. Cheers.)

The W.M, rose and said the next toast might he
truthfully designated the toast of the evening, it
was “‘The Health of the Provincial Grand Master,
Bro. Sir Daniel Gooel.”  Toud cheers) He, (the
W.M.,) regardud it as a very great privilege to have
the honour of oceupying the chair ou the oceasion of
the Provincial Grand Master's firat visit in that
-eapacity to the town of Reading (cheers), and in the
name of the Grev Frinrs Lodge, he begged to give
him a hearty weleome (clieers), and to thank lim,
not anly for being present, but also for giving his
aame as a honorary member of the lodge. ~ (Cheers.)
For the last ten years, ever since the resignation of

the late Marquis of Devonshire, the provinces of
Berks and Bucks, had been represented by the
Grand Revistrar. Br. McIntyre had discbarged the
duties of the office with great ability, but he had
other counties to attend to as well as a great deal of
other Masonic business. They hailed, therefore,
with peculiar pleasure, the appointment of the oflice
of so excellent a mason and so good a man as Sir
Daniel Gooch. (Loud cheers) He, (the W.AL),
sincerely hoped that it might please the Great
Avchiteet of the Universe long to spare the life of
their distingnished Brother, Sir Daniel, in health
and strength. (Loud cheers.)

The P.G.M., Siz Danier GoocH, who on rising
was most warmly cheered, said that he was ex-
tremely obliged to the brethren for having received
the last toast in a manuer so cordial and so kind. It
had been to him a great pleasure to be present that
day. He could assure them that he had not taken
upon himself the responsibilities of the office to
which the Grand Master had appointed him without
a thorough determination to perform his duties in a
way which should, lie hoped, meet with their appro-
bation and respect. (Cheers.) In order to do his
duties to the satisfaction of the province and him-
self, he felt that he must have extended to him that
Masonic charity for his short comings, aud that
cordial support in his efforts, which he was confident
he should not fail to receive. (Cheers.) Under such
circumstances he believed that the province would
continue to prosper, and would hold no mean posi-
tion amongst the provinces of the land. (Cheers.)
But the present had been to him a most gratifying
occasion for a personal reason, hreause he had seen
his own son initiated into Masonry. (Cheers) It
was many years since he (Sir Danicl) was initiated
and he was pleased to say he had never regretted
that step. (Cheers.) The ceremony had made a
deep imypression on his mind,*and he did not doubt
that it had also done so on the mind of his (Sir
Daniel's) son, seing that that ceremony had been
performed by Bro. Biggs with the utmost accuraey of
lauguage, and the most perfect correctness of feel-
ing. (Cheers.) Now that.his son had been initiated,
he (Sir D. Goocly,) felt that as his father, and also
as his brother (cheers and laugliter), he should be
able to teach him some of the mysteries of science,
He (the P.(L)M.,) would conclude by thanking him
for the kind invitation they had sent to him, and for
the hearty welcome they had given him. He hoped
to visit the other lodges in the province, and make
himself, as far ashe conld, acquainted with the whole
Craft.

P Frris gave the next toast, * The Very Wor-
shipful the Rev, Sir J. W, Hayes, Bart,, the Deputy
Provincial Grand Master, and Grand Oflicers of the
Provinee, past and present.”  Sir John Iayes held a
distinguished position in the province, and he was also
a member of the Grand Lodge. e had shown him-
self fully equal to the requirements of his oflice, and
his qualifications were so high that he had filled, in
the absence of Lord Zetland, the oflice of Grand
Master,  (Loud cheers.)

Bro. Sir J. W, llaves, P.G.C., in responding, said
that it ought to be the Jaudable ambition of all the
Brethren to aspire to hold oflice in the Provincial
tirand Lodge. There were not many oflices at the
disposal of’ the Provineial Grand Master; but he was
quite sure that Siv D. Gooeh would take every means
to ascertain who were the most fit to fill the oflices,
(Cheers.)  JIe begged to propose  The Right Wor-
shipful P.G. M., the Deputy P.G.AL, and the Grand
Oflicers of' the Province of Wilts,”  "They were very
much obliged to the Provinee of Wilts for sending to
this Province the 1., elect (cheers and lnaghter);
it was 2 very great kindness, and the Provinee of
Berks and Bucks would endeavour to show itself
grateful,  (Cheers and langhter.)

Bro. 8. Wirrey, D.P.G.AL for Wilts, in responding
to the toasts, alluded to the loss which that provinee
would sustain in consequence of the services of Sir
D. Gooeh heing transiirred to another provinee,
Brother Wittey then referved, in very complimentary
terms, to the working of the Greyfriars Lodge, and
expressed the pleasure which it had aflorded him to
be present.

Bro. the Rev. R, J, Stursox, Grand Chaplain, said
that as “out of the abundanee of the \mm‘t the
month speaketh,” and therefore they wonld allow him,
befure hie proposed the toast entrasted to him, to
digress for o minute or two.  1le could not but ex-
press the deep satistaetion which he felt at seving the
admirable way in which the work of the lodge was
done, und he could not but. think that the manner in
whiclt the ceremony of installation had heen performed
by Bro. Biggs must have impressed them with a sense
of' the.generous sentiments and the lofty principles of
the brotherhood to which they belonged.  IHe must
thank them for having ngain cfnc!u«l him as Chaplain
to the lodge, e felt tlis honour the more because
he was not able to do more than to attend, as he
always did with greaé pleasure, theiv anuuad gatherings,
e begeed now to propose * The Masonie Charities,”
Ie wax pleased to see this toast take so good a posi.

. » . . 2T, .
tion 1n the programme of the cvening, coming as it

did cven before the proposal of the toast of the W.M.
of their own lodge. This evidenced that they thought
of the Masonice Charities first and of themselves after-
wards, which was only what was to be expected of a
lodge which had sent a steward to the Girl's School
and festival, and had sent that steward tenth on the
list in respeet of the amount of the donations entrusted
to him. (cheers.) He had taken the opportunity on
a former occasion, and he would now do so again, of
recommending those who were interested i those
Masonic Charities to go and sce them themselves, ; He
believed that the Girls” School was the first school of
the kind in England.  For the Boys’ School a sum of
£12,000 had been raised through the munificence of”
Masons, and the school was most admirably con-
ducted. There was also provision made for the

comfort and the support of aged Freemasons. IHe

believed that if they could only read the history

of some of these children and of their families;

if they could trace the carcer of some of these

poor aged Masons—(what struggles they had had,-
what reverses they had experienced, what distress they

had endured)—they would learn. to valeue even more

highly than at present the work which these charities

were doing. They had reason to believe that in no

case had the childven, educated in these schools,

turned out otherwise than well. This was a most

eloquent fact. It showed that the money was not

misspent, and that the labour was not thrown away,

And when Brethren were enjoying themselves in so-

cial harmony he trusted they would never forget the

claims of the poorer brethren, for Masons should
never cease to remember that chavity was the sun, the

centre around which all Masonie astion should re-

volve, e hoped that they would not only hear of

these charities, and read of them, and see them, but

that they would value, admire, and support them,

(Loud cheers.)

Bro, SreBIiNG responded on behalf of the Ma-
sonic Charities in an eloquent speech.

Bro. Sir D, Gooctt next, in complimentary terms,
proposed the health of the W.ML, Bro. Hurley.

The W.M. suitably responded.

The lealth of the Installing Master, Brother W,
Brcgs, was next proposed, and responded to by that
gentleman in suitable terms, :

One or two other toasts having been drunk, the
}wocemliugs terminated.  The banquet was acknow-
edged to be one of the most agrecable and successful
gatherings of the kind ever held in Reading.

The whole arrangements were carefully and com-
pletely made, and admirably carried out,

LODGE OF BEVEVOLENCE.

The monthly meeting of the Lodge of Benevolenee,
was held at Freemasons’ Iall, on Wednesday, the
19th instant, under the presidency of Drother
J. Newton Tomkins, P.G.D. Seventeen cases
were relieved to the extent of £150, and 3 were re-
commended to Grand Lodge for grants of £30 each.
Among other Grand Officers present, we noticed Bros.
J. Nunn, J, Brett, J. M. Clabon, J, Ilervey, dJ.
Smith, W, Qugly, 15, Busher, Rev. C. J. Martyn, E.
IL. Patten, J. Savage, and J, Udall.

PLANTAGENET PRECEPTORY
STRUCTION.

A monthly meeting was held at the Lyceum
Tavern on Thursday, the 20th iust.  Sir Kuights
Mujor-Genl. (1. B. Munbee, Hon. . Roper-Curzon,
J, G. Marsh, R, W, Little, A.J. Lewis, ‘I'. Smale,
J. Brett, §. Mayo, J. Boyd, (i. 8. States, C. Haigh,
1" Walters, Dr. Bringloe, W.Adams, . 1L Stil), and
T, Cubitt wercamongst those present. The cere-
mony of installation was ably worked, Sir Kuight
Lewis being the presiding ofticer. Four new mem-
bers were elected,

OF IN-

DOMATIC CHAPTER OF INSTRUCTION,
No. 177.

This Chapter of Tnstruetion was formolly re-
opened on Saturday, the 15th inst., at the 1Torns
Tavern, Kennington, under the anspices of Comp 2
1. Wentworth Little; as Preceptor, who ofliciated
as M.E.Z ; assisted by Comps. €. Iosgood, as H.
J. Nunn, as J.; W. Dodd, 8185 11, Weblh, SN, ;
J. Mayo, . S.; J. Brett, P.Z. ; President of the
Metrapolitan Chapter of Instruetion, X, Clark, I,
Allman. J. G. Marsh, W. West Smith, &e, The
ceremony of exaltation was veliearsed, after which
Con Brett, worked the first clause of the first
section.  Five new members were clected, and the
officers chosen for the next mecting on the 29th
inst., were Comps. Iosgood, Z. 5 Nuun, 1L Clak,
J.; and Dodd, .8, The Companions residing in
the Southern distvicts of the metropolis, have now
therefore au opportunity of obtaiuing instruction
in the Royal Arch ceremonies, in their own loeality,
and we hope they will attend  the Domatic Chapter
of Instruction in large numbers,



THE FREEMASON.

[May 22, 1869.

@riguval Correspondence.

{The Editor is not responsible for the opinions expressed by
: Correspondents.]

ROYAL MASONIC INSTITUTION FOR
, GIRLS.
(7o the Lditor of the Freemason.)

Dear Stk Axp Brotirer,—I am glad to observe
that Bro. Hemsworth has led the way to an exposé of
the shameful manner in which the stewards and their
guests were treated at the recent Girls’ School Testival
by the incompetent persons who apparently had
charge of the festival arrangements. I can bear tes-
timony to the fact that I had to leave my seat to go in
quest of wine for the brethren at my table, when upon
handing my card to the waiter in charge of the wine,
the fellow absolutely refused to attend to it, and told
wé in a most flippant and insolent manner that “he
knew nobody and would know nobody,” although at
the same moment he supplied another steward whose
name I am preparved to state, with all that he re-
quired. I am bound to add, and I do so with plea-
sure, that Bro. Gosden, the Manager, when appealed to
in'the course of the evening respecting the scanty supply
of wine, very readily did all m his power to remedy

. matters, but it is too bad that the stewards should be
placed at the mercy of his petty subordinates, and
insulted when asking for what is fair and proper,

I take this opporfunity of stating that the amount
of my list wasincorrectly announced at the Festival as
£47 5. 0d., when it was in reality £55 13s. 0d.

Yours fraternally,
THOMAS CUBITT,
P.M,, and Steward, Bedford Lodge, No. 157,

CELESTIAL MYSTERIES.
(To the Lditor of the Freemason.)

Sir,—Though not a brother, perhaps you would
allow me the liberty of saying my say anent M.
Henry Melville's discoveries, to which it appears
you have commenced to call public attention. First,
allow me to remark that I do not think your defence
of the Grand Registrar legitimate, inasmuch as that
he appears to have been commissioned by the
D.G.M. to examine into the worth and value of the
so-called mysteries, and that after a eursory review
of the same he ignored their worth. Now, it ap-
pears to me that if any records ever kept by men
are of value, these that Brother M‘Intive ignores
are of the highest. M. Melville appears to possess
a key to the groundworks of all establishments and
to all sublunary customs, and, I am told, can give
chapter and verse for the foundations of every reli-

fon. I say that I am told so, as I have not had
the opportunity of making My, Melville's acquaint-
ance, and only know him through the representa-
tions of a mutual friend; but though I differ from
some of his statements (for instance, his assertion
that Sagitaries is a white horse, though he opens the
year at black midnight), yet so high is my opinion
of the value of the mysteries, that, if the Free-
masous decline to receive them, I shall be only two
happy to offer £20 towards a public subscription,
which I trust will be raised, to purchase them from
My, Melville ; and T see no reason why the sub-
seription should not run up to fitty, or even a hun-
dred thousand pounds, when it becomes known that
the ditterent peoples of the carth ave entitled to
hold peacefully their several religions, and that this
position can be proven by Broiher Melvillds dis-
coveries.

Allow me, Sir, the honour of remaining,

Your obedient servant,
A TUDER.

MASONIC RITUAL,
(To the Editor of the Freemason.)
_ Dear Sin Axp Broruem,—Your readers will
find little of either pleasure or profit in a war of
mere contradiction between “ Leo™ and myself, on
a matter which any well-informed Mason is equally
qualified to decide. I referred to the Ritual of
Craft Masonry as being preserved “by tradition
only,” and I conceive, in spite of % Leo’s” repeated
contradictions, that I have amply justified ny asser-
tion, Tlowever, for “ Leo's " watisfaction, and to
close an unprofitable controversy, [ bey respectfully
to refer the question to you. The correspotrlence
is before you, and T shall’be greatly obliged by your
expressing your opinion on the point at issue in the
columns ot your paper.
1 remain, dear Sir and Drother,
Very fraternally yours,
DELTA,

——

TIHE ROMISIT ANTI-MASONIC BOGLE.
Do the Editor of the Freemason.

St AND Bro.,—I fear your correspondent * Anti-
Humbug" a3 he appears in_yours of the 8th, labours
under the disadvantage of “not being fully informed
on the state of Masonry in Ireland, and (as'T presume
he is a Mason), will be glad to learn that although

Cardinal Cullen did publish a manifesto interdicting
any one under his jurisdiction to attend our late
Masonic Ball, that those of his flock who have the
honour to be Freemasons, had from their experience
good sense to know that his eminence, although he
may control them in his own circle of rights, could not
affect them as Freemasons, and that, therefore, there
was not *an universal skedaddle,” but that many
good and worthy Roman Catholic brethren and their
families did attend to enjoy the festive scene; 'tis true
some outsiders may have invented imaginary sick
aunts or may have suddenly have afflicted an old
grandmother with imaginary rheumatics as an excuse
to avoid making * one of the party;” but even those
were very few, and many of our most anxious working
stewards were from our Roman Catholie brethren,
whose families weve heard to express their admiration
for Masonry, and to wonder how s0 respectable s
old gentleman could express a sentiment antagonisi:c
to such splendour, order, and regularity. I have thus
far intruded on your space fearing our brethren clse-
where might think Musonry in Ireland, and especially
in Dublin, was screwed together so loosely as that any
one man not in authority could interfere with its wis:
dom, strength, and beauty. Our position will be
readily understood when T state that, independent of
Cardinal Cullen and *all his merrie men,” we mus
tered 3,000 at our Ball, and by the reception given to
our royal guest, proved that Masons have for a motto,
* Fear God, honour the King,” and that peace, love,
and charity, are amongst our precepts.

Again, at the presentation of premiums to our
orphun girls a week later, we numbered 5,000, These
little facts will explain to * Anti-Ilumbug” that no
matter how we may be classed amongst Fenians,
Ribbon-men, &e., it has not impeded our progress,
although I am firce to admit that the sanction of Ilis
Eminence might make us even more numerous but less
respectable.  As to * A.ID’s” allusion to the “ Latini
crucis,” I think that good taste ought to prevent the
introduction of sectarian matters into Masonic writings.
Such we strictly forbid—and we cannot forget that
amongst us. are many brethren Israclites, whom we
respect ; also T object to the emblems of Christianity
being burlesqned by being made to represent the ac-
knowledgment to the Cardinal for “ success” he never
attained.

Yours faithfully,
Dublin, May 12th, 1869. T. B, P.M, 171,

MASONRY AND THE NUMBER SEVEN,
( To the Lditor of The Freemason.)

Dgir Simv ayp Brornuer,—There seems at pre-
sent to be o strong wind blowing towards our Ma-
sonic camp from the mystieal world. We have
heen favoured with a current of “ Masonie celesticl
mysteries,” and now, as above, we have also had a
taste of “ Masonic awmerical mysteries.” These
might have been of some use had whatever was in-
tended to be deduced from them been brought to a
definite point, or to some logical conclusion, or had
they been luid down so as to properly illustrate
some definite or particular Masouic idea; bhut no!
the subjects were mysterious, consequently they, T
would suppose, served their purpose if they mysti-
fied their readers; they might therefore perhaps
pass as being interesting, not instructive. After
perusing them, I can only exclaim, with Dominie
Sampson, * Prodigious ! ”

Iu regard to “The scale of the Number Seven,”
Bro. * Cryptonymus” says: “I can only beg my
readers to ponder well the profound symbolism
contained in the above table.” I can sce nothing
particularly *profound” in it —e g.,, **seven
planets” arc mentioned ; but there are more thaun
“geven planets” in our Solar system, and the
“Moon” is not a Planet. *Seven animals™ are
named ; but why give the ¢ Lion " and the “Cat "
when they are both of the same species 7 “ Seven
members” are given; but what abouts the omission
of the tongue, the stomach, the liver, &e. ? and as
to the “ name of God with scven letters,” I find a
writer saying—*The Assyrians called him Adad;
the Bgyptians, Amun; the Persinns, Syre; the
Greeks, Theos (the th forming one lctter) ; and the
Latins, Deus.”  All four letters,

As to my remark about the *Moon” not being
a planet, * Cryptonymus” may say that the an-
cients only knew of the above as “the seven
planets ;7' but I anawer, supposing that to b the
case, what about the “ seven members 1"

Then, coming to more immediate Masonic mat-
ters, we are told *it has always been within the

power and diseretion of the Master for the time
Leing to ordain who shall benr these seleet and
honourable burthens.” Now, that may be the case
in England, but it is not so in Scotland, where all
the officers are elective, only in some lodges the
R.W.M. has the privilege of appointing either his
S.W. or his Depute. 1 shall not say which system
may be the best, as both may have particular ad-
vantages.  Again, the Sceretary and Treasurer are
set aside, not being * contemplated in the original
plan.” That must surely be a mistake, as the Trea-
surer, ¢. ¢, is one of the most important oflicers,
secing that in all well regulated societies the

labourer is worthy of his hire, which he of course
cannot receive unless money for that purpose be col--
lected and taken charge of by some one. However
that is simply a suggestion ; but I may observe that.
lust century some lodges had no such officers as the-
“two deacons,” having, e. g, a Master; S.W.;.
J.W.; 8. St.; J. St.; Secretary, Treasurer, and.
Tyler; in all eight. I might suggest the following.
arrangement as perhaps a giving-in to the number-
seven idea. Master (1), Wardens (2), Dencons (3),
Secretary (4), Treaswer (5), LG. (G). Tyler (7).
However, in looking at it from a Scottish puint-
of view, I would ask what :uthority there is for
saying thit “*a Senior and a Juniov Deiicon” date-
from * Operative Masonry ?” ° The okl Operative.
Scottish Lodges, if I remember correctly, had only
one Deucon, who was the Master. “Dekin” being
the tit'e of the principal office-beaver, thercfore, it
would seem that the selection given hy ¢ Cryptony-
mus,” instead of being an old “landmark,” is simply
a new arrangement of last ceutury ; however, if
Bro. “ Cryptonymus” can give the nameof any lodge
which had that arrangement of officers, and set them
to work, previous to A.D. 1700, 1 shall be glad to-
hear of it. I am, yours fraternally,

LEO.

PRESENTATION OF ADDRESSES TO SIR
R. A, 8. ADAIR, BART, R.W.P.GAL

A lurge gathering of the Brethren of the Craft
belonging to the Lodges in the provinceof Suffolk metat
the Masonic Hall, Ipswich, on Saturday lust, for the
purpose of honouring their highly-estecmed P.G.M.,
Sir Robt. Alex. Shafio Adair, Bart.,, A D C. to the
Queen, &e., &e.  Several addresses of condolence on
the death of the P.(3, Master’s father, and congratula-
tion on the accession of the present Baronet to the
family titles and estates, had been voted to him by
the Lodges of the province, but it was thought that a
meeting of the representatives of each Lodge should
be held at Ipswich, when all the addresses should be
presented to their worthy chief in person.

This arrangement was earried out as above, when
between sixty and seventy Brethren assembled in the
beautifully decorated Lodge-room, which was on this
occasion greatly admired by those who saw it for the
first time since its completion,

Amongst those present we observed many present
and past Provincial Grand Uflicers, as well s many
of the present Worshipful Masters of Suflolk Lodges.

The RAW.L.GALL having been escorted from the
rccoption room by his PG, Oflicers, to the [Hall was.
received by the Drethren with the usual Masonie
sulute, and having taken his seat on the dais, the
presentation of theaddresses, accompanied by suitable
observations from cach brother having charge of the
same, were presented in the following order:—

From the Oflicers of the Prov. Grand Lodge, by the
W.D.P.G.AL

Unity (Lowestofl), by Bro, Major Allez, P.P.S.G. W

Dorie (Woodbridge), by Bro, Grissing, 1.P.J.G.W..

British Union (Ipswich), by Bro. Roby, W.M.

St. Luke’s (Ipswich), by P, M. Davy.

Virtue and Silence (Uladleigh), Dy Bro, Pettit,
P.L.G.S. of WV,

Perfect Friendship (Tpswich), by Br. Staddon, W. M,

Prudence(IIalesworth), by Br, Strathern, P,1%.J,G, W,

Phenix (Stowmarket), by Bro. Lreeman, P.G.

reas,

Fidelity (Framlingham), by Bro. Jennings, WM.

Waveney (Bungay), by Iiro, Able, WM,

I'rince of Wales (Ipswich), by Bro. Lev. R. A.
Sanderson, . P.G.C., WM.

Royal 8t. Fdmunds (Bury St. Edmunds), by Bro..
Thompson, W.M,

Brother Norman, P..G.0, Norfulk, in the
absence of the .G, Organist, kindly presided at the
organ,

At the conclusion of the presentation the RV,
P.GM, briefly addressed the Brethren, thanking
them for their sympathy in the loss he had sustained,
and for their good wishes towards him, and he trusted
that hie should be able to fuithiully discharge the
dutics of the responsible position lie had been called
upon to fill,

The P.GM. was then eseorted to the banqueting
room, where an clegant collation had been set out,
the tables being very nicely decorated with flowers,
A massive silver fountain (which kad been kindly Jent
for the oceasion by Dro, Callaway), ocenpied the
centre of the tuble, throwing out & jet of’  Masonic
Bonquet.”

The D.P.GM. oceupied the
supported by about fifty Brethren.

Fhe repast was considered by the Brethren to be-
the choieest seen for some time; and was supplied b
the brother appointed hy the * Prince of \Wales™
Lodge, whose members erceted the Hall,

The Drethren having done justice to the good
things, and grace =aid by the P.L.G. Chaplain
Bro.” Sunderson, the Chairman gave the usual Yoynl'
and masonie tonsts,” followed by the health of their
honored guest, which was suitably responded to b
the P.G.M. Several other toasts followed, and it
was a general remark that the assembly had been
a most successful one,

chair, and was



May 22, 1869.]

THE FREEMASON.

9

THE ORIGIN O FREEMASONRY AND MR.
DEXNNEILY.
The following letter appeared in The Irish Times of
" the 5th instant :— ’
{To the Editor.)

4 Sir,—Mr, Cornelius Dennchy has done lis best to
convince the public that on the above subjeet, at least
the oracle has spoken all throughout his letter, which
was evidently preparcil as an appendix to certain
denunciatory epistles. At the outset Mr. Dennchy
says, * It will be a surprise to some Freemasons to be
told what was really the origin of Modern Masonry.’
No doubt they have been surprised and amused too,
Surprised at” Mr. Dennchy becoming a publie in-
structor on such a subject, and amused at his cool

“assurance in supposing that his unsupported assertions
will be taken as historie facts,  Of course Mr. Denneby
" has a right to form, hold, and propagate liis opinions
on this and on,other subjects,  Heis a J.P, a very
useful T.C,; and a most respectable man, but if he
knows anything he must know -that all these things
-combined do not suflice to constitute him an authority
on history, 1le has written as such, disdaining to
give any reference by which his statements can be
“verified.  1lis assumption and opinion are valuable in
their way. I3ut opinion and fact are two very difler-
ent things, The two points in Mr. Dennhey’s lettér
arc—first, that Modern Masonry was founded in the
seventeenth century by one Elias Ashmole, a trooper
in Cromwell’s army, and a dabbler in astrology.
Sccond, that the guilds of Freemasons which undoubt-
edly existed in the early ages had nothing in common
with Modern Masonry.  IFI prove the latter assnmp-
tion to be fulse, Mr. Elias Ashmole may safely be left
to take care of Limself, ¢ The Priests of Dionysius,!
says Dr. Mickey in his valuable work on Freemasonry,
¢ having devoted themselves to avchitectural pursuits,
establisheil about 1,000 years before the Christian cra,
a society of builders in Asia Minor, who are styled by
the ancient writers “the Fraternity of Dionysian
Architects, and to the society was exclusively confined

the privilege of erecting temples and other public
buildings.” ~ This is the origin of those ¢ travelling

guilds,” the existence of which at an carly date is4
conceded by Mr, Dennchy.  That they had some-
‘thing in conmon  with modern Masonry is cvi-
dent, for instance, *the more opulent were sa-
credly bound to provide for the exigencies of the
poorer brethren, a leading characteristic of Ma-
sonry as it exists now. They were divided into
lodges, and governed by wardens and masters, just as
the Masons of to-day, and in their ceremontal ob-
servances used many of the implements which are still
to be found among the Order, and above all, they
used a universal linguage, by which one brother ¢ould
distinguish another in the dark as well as in the light,
which is alsu one of the attributes of Masonry of the
resent time,  This Orvder existed at the time of the
uilding of the Temple, and nombered amongst its
members iram, the widow's son, to whom Solomon
entrusted the superintendence of the workmen ot this
reat work, "Iheir architestural priests mingled with
Jewish workmen, sl invited them to join the Orwder,
This was done for long after the completion of the
work and dispersion of the builders.  We find the
Order existivg in Judea wnder the name of Essenian
Fraternitv.  IFrom Judea it is said to have been in-
troduced into Greeee by the Greeian sage Pythagoras,
Whether this be accurate, or whether the frequent
and continued co nmunication between Burope and
Palestine lul to its introduction, I camnot say,
but it is certain, and Me, Dennehy admits it, that
at o very auwly period bodies of travelling Muvons
existed on the continent for a long time,  They re-
ceived the protection and enjoyed the patronage of
the church and the nobility, until the former, be-
coming alarmed at the inerease of their numbers amd
the extension of their privileges, began to prosceute
them, which eventually led™ to  their repression.
Many lodges, however, hard been established in Great
Britain, notably those at York, in England, and Kil-
winning. in Scotland, from which places the Order has
continuwd to Le disseminated from that day to this,
At York, in 926, Prince Fdwin assembled the Fng-
lish Masons. and constituted the first English Grand
Lodge. From this assembly, convened a long time
before My, Elias Ashmole was born, all the existing
 English and Ameriean lodges derive their authority,
This is the real history of Freemasonry, of whicly Me,
Dennchy has given a burlesque.  As to the reasoning
which follows the historie narvative it is equally fal-
lacious. No Freemason ever sa'd thit Protestantism
required to be aided by Masons in teaching the fun-
damentals of religion and morality,  The iden is o
creation of Mr. Dennehy’s Lrain—a mere play of
fancy. Again, My, Damchy says he is convinead
all sceret societies have been & curse and 2 calamity,
Assertion again  convineed, What evidence is My
D. prepared to show in_ support of his indictment of
Freemacoury?  Where is the mischief that has ever
been wronght?  Where the ealamities that have fol-

fowed in its train?  Me. Dennehy knows he cannoat
Iny any charge against the order, therefore he simply

says—I am convinced! I dow't care about 2 man

being convineed. I want to know that which con-
vinced him, to get at bis facts. The real truth of
the matter is that cvery tree must be judged by its
fruits.- If the fruit be good, les the tree be caretully
tended 3 if the fruit be bad, let the tree be hewn down
and cast into the . fire. Secret societies are not
crushed amongst the peasantry unless they are
treasonable societics.  Therefore, the answer to
Mnr. D. is, that no one asks to crush sceret socicties as
sucl, Tancy the Iovesters, the Oddftllows, the
Templars, the Rechabites, and other socicties being
crushed because they are seeret—the idea is ridiculous,
Mr. D. may rest assured, when he expresses his con-
victions that the time has arrived for the abolition of
all sceret societies, that he has the luxury of living
before the age. The time has not yet come; and
although he prefers to let his good actions be seen,
hie must remember there are still a few men in the
world who prefér to do good by stealth, and who
blush to find it fane. :
“ Your obedicnt servant,
“James II. Norrm.
«“ 84, Abbcy-street.”

ROYAL MASONIC BENEVOLENT
INSTITUTION.

We are informed that the next Anniversary Festi-
val of this deserving Institution, will be held on the
26th January, 1870, under the presidency of the
R. W, Bro. Sir Daniel Gooeh, Bart., M.P., Provincial
Grand Master for Berks and Bucks. In the mean-
time the names of brethren desirous of acting as
Stewards at the festival, will be thankfully received
by Bro. Wm. Farnfield, P.A.G. Scc., and Scere-
tary to the Institution, Freemasons’ Hall, Great
Queen-strect, or by Bro. Jas. Terry, the Collector,
10, Symond’s Inn, Chancery-lane.

Theinereasing numberof applicants, and theurgent
nature of theiv claiins, veuder it most desirable that
even greaterliberalityshould beextended by the Craft
to all our Masonic charities, and when the helpless
orphan, or the way-worn pilgrim appzal to us for
aid, who that is worthy of the name of a Mason will
refuse his mite 7

METROPOLITAN MASONIC MEETINGS
For the Week ending May 29, 1869,
Monday, May 24,

“ Royal Somersct ITouse and Inverness,”
Ireemasons’ Hall

Lodge No. 4,

» 26, “Castle Lodge of Ilarmony,” Willis’s
Rooms, St James's,
. 183, “Unity,” London Tavern,Bishopsgate-street,

902, “ Burguyne,” Anderton's Hotel, Fleet-street,
25, * Lobart Burns,” Freemasons® Hall,
Tuesday, May 25.

Lodge No. 14, ¢ Tusean” Freemasons' ITall,
» 92, “Moiry,” Londan Tavern, Bishopsgate-st.

"
R.A.Chap.,

" 186, ¢ Industry,” Freemasons’ all.
. 259, * Princee of Wales,” \Villis's Rooms, St.James,
s 1138, *Southern Star,” Montpelier Tavern,
Walworth,
A, Clhap,, 21, ¢ Cyrus,” Ship and Turtle, Leadenhall-st.
" 180, ¢ St. James's Union,” Freemasons' Hall,

Metropolitan Chapter of lastruction, Geovge 1lotel, Alder-
manbury at 7 ; Comwn, Urett, Preceptor.

Domatic Lodge of Instruction, Palmerston Cavern, Grosvenor-
park, Camberwell, ut 7.30.

Wednesday, May 26.

Lodge No, 2, * Antiguity.” Frecmasons' Mall,

” 34, * Mount Moriah,» do,
. 507, * United Vilgrims,” Horns Tav,, Kennington,

" %53, * Priuce Frederick William,” Knights of St.
Joh's Hotel, St, John's Wood.
» 754, “Iligh Cross,” White Hart Hotel, Tottenham,
" 898, “Tamperanceinthe Kast,” Private Assembly
Ruoms 6, Newby DPlace. Poplar,
Encampment, *Temple Cressing,” Horns Tavern,
Kemnington,

Thursday, May 27.

General Committee, Girls' School, Freemasons' 11all, at 4,
Lodge No. 763, W, Preston,” Aucrley.
R.A,Chap,,657, * Canvubury,” Georgelotel, Aldermanbury,

Friday, May 2%,
Lodge No. 181, * Universal,” Freemasons' ITall,
" 197, *Jerusalom,” do.
. 780, * Ruyal Alfred,” Star and Garter IHotel,
Kew Bridge,
" 861, * Finsbury,” Jolly Anglers’, Bath-street,
St. Luke's.
Ewulation Lodge of Improvement for M.M.", Ireemasons’
Iall, at 7.
Metropolitan Lodge of Instruction, George Iotel, Alderman-
Lury, at 7.

K, T,

Saturday, May 29.

Domatic Chapter of Instruction, Horns Tavern, Kennington,
at 85 Comp, Little, Ureceptor,

ROYAL MASONIC INSTITUTION FOR
GIRLS
The following statement of accounts was
circulated at the Anniversary Festival on the
12th inst. :(— '
The Treusurer in Account with the Royal Masonic Insti-
Cr. tution for Girls, Jan. 1, 18G8.

By Provisionsfor 106 Childrenand £ s d. £ s, d.
12 Adults (118 persons, ... 1085 14. @

ocoeNIT hNCe ~UO

Clothing and Boots oo eee 414 17
Coals, Gus, Water and Firewood 166 11 3
House Utensils, Turnery, &ec.... 56 & 10
Furnitare and House Linen .. 277 2
Painting and General Repairs 603 9
Garden and Grounds ..., ... 52 0
Drugs, Medical Attendance, &e. 5l 14
Laundry Expenses and Soap... 45 0
Secretary’s Disbursements 21 18
Incidental Expenses ... ... 35 3
School Stationery and Books... 448 7
Stationery, Books, Printing, &c. 166 4
Annual Prizes and Rewards ... 23 12
Tithes and Taxes ... ... ... 9 7
Oflices Lxpenses, Rent, &c. ... 56 ¢
Annual Examination ofChildren 11
Balance of New Building ... 380 6
Salaries—Secretary ... ... 150 0 0
Matron 80 0 0
Governess . .. 100 0 O
Assistant Governess 40 0 0
Drawing ditto ... -25 0 0
Four Teachers .. 2815 0
Colleetotee we oo 40 0 0
Chaplain... .. .. 20 0 0
’ —— 483 15 0
Wages-— Gardener and Wife... 50 0 0
Caok e ee e 21 0 O
Kitchenmaid ... ... 12 0 ¢
Nurse and Assistant 10 0 0
Messenger ... ... 10 0 0
. 103 0 ¢
Pensions--F. Crew, late Seevetary 200 0 0
H.Jack,late Governess 40 0 0
J.Chandler,lategardener 6 0 0
——— 240 0 0
Extra Commission on Collection 223 6 6
Poundage to Collector ... ... 157 8 9
Llection Expenses to Dec, 1868 18§12 ¢©
Petty Cashto Secretary... ... 10 0 o
Church Accommodation, 2 yrs. 10 0 0
Charges on Exemption of Rates 5 6 ¢
Anniversary Stewards’ visit ... 10 6 G
Purchaseof £2000 three percent,

Consols, 94}, and Commission 1892 10 o
Ditto, £2000 Reduced, 931 do, 1867 10 0
London and Westminster Bank 1000 0 ©
Christmas Accounts unpaid ... 1062 14 10
Balance in hand after payment 1412 8 7

Balance at Bank, Dec, 1868 2476 3 5
Petty Cashin Secretary’shands 200 0 0

Ditto Matron’s hands... 20 0 0

2695 3 &

£12,358 1L 7

Dr. £ s d £ s d
‘To Balance in Banker’s hands ... 3190 12 11
Petty Cash in Secretary’shands 50 0 0
Ditto Matron's hands.,. 20 0 0
3260 12 11
Payment by Grand Lodge ... 150 0 o
Ditto Grand Chapter ... 1010 0
Ditto  Grand Oficers' Mess 1010 ©
Donations and Subscriptions—
London 2532 15 6
Lodges do, 341 5 O
Chapters do. 8 8§ 0
Lodges of Instruction do 1717 0
Lncampments do. 1212 0
Provincial 1859 19 0
Old Stores . vee w0 uen 112 ¢
Musical Instruction e e 9315 0
Less for costof Piano, Musie,&e. 72 12 8
T2 4
Purchase of Child into School
asold Rule 78 ... ... .. 1. o0 ¢

Kensington Museum for Drawing o L 0
Deposit.and Interest frm London

Joing Stock Bank ... ... 118 & 3%
Ditto London & Westmmstr Bnk 3086 12 .
Sale of Books, per Scerctary... 3 0
Gifts for Rewards to Children 5 &6 v
Jan,, six months' Dividend on

£10,000, 8 per cent. Consols 150 0 @
April, do. on do,, Reduced do, 150 0 ¢
July, do. on do. 150 0 ©
Oct., do. on do., Reduced do. 150 0 ©
Detty Cash in Sceretary’s hands

received this year ... . 150 0 ©

£12358 11 7

The Treasurer in Account with the Sustentation, Im-
proving, and Building Fund, Jan, 1, 1868, :
Dr,

To Balance oo vee oo err ese see e L2401 0 9
1869,
To Balanee ... ... e e eoe eee o L2411 0 Y

1868—Dec. 31.
£241 0 9

Cr.
By Balance ... ... o we o o
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ruE CRAFIT.,
( Continzed froun p ge 3.)
METROPOLITAN,

Panmure Lodge, 723.—The annuul meeting and
Installation Festival of this Lodge, took place on
Monday last at the Balham [Tetel, After the passing of
two I5. A.’s by the retiving W.AL, Br, Gates, the chair
was taken by Bro, Thomas, P.M,, the father of the
Lodge, to whom was presented for Instalation Bro,
J. B. A, Wolpert, SV, the W.M. elect. The
ceremony was admirably performed, the orations and
proclamations given with great dffvct, and producing
an excellentimpression upon the minds of all present
and especially many young masons who had never
before witnessed the interesting and solemn rite. By
special request Bro. Hodges, P.M., officiated as
acting Secretary, and Director of Ceremonies, and
DBro. Gates, P.M., and Bro. Frances also rendered
valuable services. A vote of thanks to Bro. Thomas,
for the able discharge of the duties of Installing
Master, was entered on the minutes, and the newly
installed W.AL closed the lodge in the various degrees
in a manner which corroborated the statement current
that he was a most accomplished and correct worker.
At the banquet which followed due justice was given
to his merits, as well as to those of his immediate
predecessor Bro. Gates, and the Past Masters repre-
sented by Bro. Thomas and Hodges. Dro. Frances
P.M. responded for the Visitors, and Bro. Young S.W.
for the newly appo'nted oflicers.

PROVINCIAL. :

OvER-DARWEN.—Lodge of Ilu: mony und Industiy,
Yo. 381.—On Thursday last a lodge of emergency
was held for the purpose of aflording the brethren
an opportunity of attending the funeral of the late
Bro. Ralph Eilison, who had been a member of the
lodge for nearly forty years. The lodge was opened
in due form by the W.AL, Bro. Benson Wood, when
the dispensation was read granting the privilege to
the brethren of joining the cortege in the regalia of
their respective ranks, after which a procession was
formed of about fifty brethren, amongst whom were
the officers ot the lodyge, viz.: Bros. Benson Wood,
W.AM.; Geo. Hargreaves, S.\WV.; Dr. Stephens,
JW.; Dr. Wraith, 8.D.; D. Ainsworth, J.D.; Geo.
Smalley, P.MM., ‘Treas.; Bentley, P.AL, Sce.; L.
Roberts, P.M., Director of Ceremonies ; (. Wood,
P.AL; and Statter, LG, Bros. Eastwood, .M. ;
Thornher, P.M., aud others, Perseverance Lodge,
Blackburn. Bro. Townley, P.AL, and others, Fidelity
Lodge, Blackburn. Bro. 8. P. Bidder, .M., Man-
chester. Bro. Rev. Mr, Hughes, Viear of Tock-
holes, &e.  On arriving at the residence the pro-
cession filed off in the usual manner, to allow the
W.M. to visit the bereaved relatives, when the line

ras reformed and proceeded to St Thomas's Chuareh,
where the burial serviee was most bmpressively
read Ly Rev. Dro. Iughes.  The thirty-ninth
Psalm and “ Vital Spark” were effectively renderad
by Bros. Denis, Towers, Birkett, and ITind!ey. assisted
by Murs. Iowarth, who, at the grave, also sang
“ Rest in Peace,” amid the alinost Lreathless atten-
tion of a large concourse of the inhabitants who
had assembled to witness the cevemony.
oration by Bro. Iughes, and the invocations by the
WML, were the subject of Jdeep admiration and
comment. Returning, the brethven on reaching the
lodge room again filed oft on each side of the strect
and uncovered, allowed the carriages containing the
relatives to pesa threugh on tleiv way home,  FThe

Wutriaves.—Lewds  Lodye, 872.—The hrethren
of this lodge met on Monduy eveuing, May 17th,
at 7 d'clock, in the Freemasons' 1all, College-street,
W.M,, Jokn Spittal taking the chair of King
Sclomon,  Brother J. Spittal was supported by his
officers Brothier Walker Whittle, S.W.; Drother
Robert Foster, JW. 5 Luncelot [ugh illis, 8.D;
Brother i, G. Iughes, Trov. LR, Seerctary;
Brother Willimn Gill, LCh 5 Brother George Pitz-
gerald, 'T. Present, Brother (. Morton, PP.S.G W
Brother J. Stade, P.LALS. 5 (5WY, Kenworthy,
P.L.GJ.D. 5 Brother Cooper, P.G.O.  The Lodge
was duly ofened, and the minutes of the previous
meeting were raul by the IHonorary Sceretary,
Brother 1. (& Hughes, and confirmdd,  Brother
George 1wker was passed to the degree of Fellow
Craft.  Brother C. Morton proposal that Brother
J. Slade be appointed Trease ver, which was sceonded
by Brother loster, and earricd by the Drethren
unanimously, he was duly invested. W M, J.
Spittal read a Ietter from Brotler Little, vesigning
the oflice of Almoncr, which pluce will be filled up
by the Committee there being no other propusml.
Brother . Morton real a petition in favour of
establishing a lodge at Bgremont, to be called the
4 Kenlis Lodge,” he to Le WAL for the fivst twelve
months, Brother Spittal proposed that the petition
read by Brother C. Morten Lc entertained, which
way seconded by Brother Iostar, signed by the
Wardens, and curied unanimously,  Brother Spittal
proposed that a letter of condolenee Le sent to the
widvw of our late esteemed Brother Fisher, ‘Lrea-
surer of 872, which was sceonded by Brother Ken-
worthy, and cartied unanimounsly, “The Lodge was
clozsed with the usual solemnitics,

ROYAL ATHELSTAN LODGIE, No. 10.
[Froau our SrrCraL REerorren.]

The last meeting of the season of the Royal
Athelstan Lodge, No. 19, was held on Thursday,
the 13th of May, at the Terminus Hotel, Cannon-
street, City. Bro. T. H. Potter, W.QL, presided;
J. Pollard, S.W.; W. Williams, J.\W., Starling,
Treasurer ; Bywater, P.M. and Sccretary ; Stevens,
S D.; Gale, P.M. and Father of the Lodge, Dircetor
of the Ceremonies; Daley, Tvler; and the follow-
ing other members of the lodge :— Bros. Campion,
P.M. ; Nicholson, J.P.M.; John Savage, P.G.D.;
George Rice Loveday, P.M. ; Fox, P.M.; Palmer,
P.M.; Pound Cox, P.M. ; Stone, P.M ; Dix, P.M,;
Harker, Henry Black, Watkins, Medley, J. Harker,
Leverson, P.M., Horner, Maughan, Phillips, Dr.
Whitmore, Siwmpson, and a number of visitors,
amongst whom were Bros. Murray, D. Grand
Master for China: Clabon, P G.D.; Caulcher,
P.M.; Whitley, D.P.G.M. for Wilts; Williams,
753 ; Ward, Apollo, 305; I. Thompson, P.AL,
177 and 1158 ; C. E. Thompson, 8.D., 1158 ; &e.

The lodge having been opened in due form and
with solemn prayer, the minutes of the last meeting
were read and confirmed.

A Brother was brought forward for raising, and
having answered the usual questions, the lodge was
opened in the Third Degree, Bro. Savage, P.G.D.,
taking the chair, and the brother was in a most im-
pressive manner raised to the degree of M.M. ; and
in the course of a long experience we never saw
that important ceremony performed in a more cor-
rect, impressive, or careful manner, and it truly
afforded to aspiring Masons, candidates for the
Master's chair, a pattern how that ceremony ought
to be performed. The whole of the ritual was given
without abridgement, and several veteran Masons
expressed the high gratitication they had expe-
rienced in seeing Freemasonry carried out in all its
original purity by so worthy a member of the Royal
Athelstan Lodge, After some other business the
lodge was closed in due form, and with solemn
prayer.

An excellent dinner followed, and at its termina-
tion, on the withdrawal of the cloth, the W.M. pro-
posed the usual loyal and Masonic toasts. In
reference to the Most Worshipful Grand Master, the
larl of Zetland, he said hie hoped the success which
had atteuded his reign over the Cralt would be con-
tinued for many years to come,

The WAL proposed *The health of the Right
on. the arl de Grey aud Ripon, Deputy Grand
Master, and the rest of the Grand Oflicers.! [le
coupled with the tonst the naine of Brother Clabon,
PGD.

Bro. (nasox, P.G.D,, retarned thanks on behalf
of the Deputy Grand Master, and saild he deserved
all that was said of him.  He thanked the Lrethren
for the weleome he had reecived § and as he had not
for some time past been in the habit of visiting
lodges, if he was treated in the sawme way he had
been reecived that evening he hoped to be a fre-
quent visitor,

The WAL, in a complimentary manner, proposcd
“‘I'he health of Bro, Murray, the District Grand
Master for China,” and congratulated the lodge in
having for the sceond time been honoured by his
presence,

Bro, Mugnay, in a very cloguent specely, returned
thanks fur the honour conferred upon him, and as-
sured them on hisreturn to a distant land he should
chevish with the decpest feelings of affection the
weleome he hiul reecived from the brethren of the
Royal Athelstan Lodge, believing the seed they had
sown would produee abundant fruit, and it any
Lieart could beat in unison with theivs that heart
was his own,

Bro, Gavy, P, proposed “'The health of the
WAL and aluded to the time when he saw him
initiated in the lodge, and how he had wmarvked his
after carcer,

The W M.
determination to do all in his power to merit their
approlation.

Bro. Savaur, P.G D, having been ntost with the
WAL's wavel ealled upon the hrathren to (il bum-
]m-.s to the toast he was aboub to proposs. which
mving been done, he turned to Brother Bywater,
AL and Seeretary, and thus addressed him :—Bro.
Bywater, I have been requested by the W, Master
and my brethren of the Royal Athelstan Lodige to
acknowladge publicly, on theiv behalf, the wmany
kind services you have rendered the lodge, and to
present to you a memento of their esteem and re-
ward.  Though not  eloguently, yeb  sinecrely,
shall [ discharge this pleasing duty. It might, in-
deed, have fallen into ablee hands, but at least [
have this advantage, that [an able to speak of you
from the time of your admission into the lodyge ; nor
will [ deny that, having been ou terms of intimacy
with you for many years, without auy ditferences to
mar oue friendship, tuls oceasion is to wme w very
pleasmable one. You were initiated into onr lodyze,
No. 1), in the year 1386, by my esteemed bub now
departed brother, Charles Robb, the then WM,
and having subacquently filled several of the offices,

“Justly held.

returned  thanks, and expressed his

it fell to my lot, in 1853, to install you into the
chair, With great ability, and with much courtesy,
you discharged the '&uties of W, Master, as several
of us present to-day can well remember, and from.
thab time you continued to win your way iu tho
lodge, and to inerease the esteem in which you were
Having done us good snit and service,
after the lapse of another ten years you kindly un-
dertook the duties of honorary secretary. How
well aud how ably you have discharged those
duties I will not enlarge upon, because the fact is
patent to us all. -But our recenl centenary meeting
has put the crowning stone upon your services, and
its great success, without a breakdown of any kind—
gratifying to us all, and spontancously acknowledged
by our numerous and distinguished guests on that
Jjoyous oceasion—was largely due to your judicious.
counsels and valuable assistance. No marvel, then,
that your brethren should desire to record their
feelings in something more substantial than words;
and none will say nay when I assert that we are
about to do the right thing to-day. (Brother Pound,
P.M,, here read the vote of thanks engrossed on
vellum, and the inscription on the clock, which was.
as follows :—* This timepiece was presented by the
Royal Athelstan Lodge of Freemasons, No. 19, to-
Brother William Matthew Bywater, P.M, and Hon.
Sec., in token of the high esteem in which he i3 held:
by his brethren, and of their best wishes for his
happiness and prosperity. 13th of May, 1869.”)
Brother Savage then proceeded : ‘The foundation of
this testimonial was a vote of the lodge by acelama-
tion ; it has been supplemented by the subscriptions
of ‘50 members of the lodge, and as a matter of fact
none have refused to co-operate. The vote of thanks.
i3 expressive of the feclings of your Dbrethren
towards you. The timepicce will bring with it
many pleasing reminiscences, for niemory loves to
dwell on the sanny spots of the past.  But to your
thoughtiul mind it will not only be suggestive of by--
gone days, bat also of the present and the future.
While it will call to remembrance happy years of
the past, it will mark the stirring present, and
point to a hopeful futare. Though not with-your-
bodily eye, yet with your mental vision you will
readily read, as if engraven on that timepiece, the
trite, yet expressive words, * Zempus fugit,” con-
veying to your mind a moral beautiful couched in
the language of one whose wisdom is immortal in
out Craft, ' Whatever thy hand findeth to do, do it.
with all thy mizlit.”  And now, my good Brother,
it ouly remains for me to prescut you, in the name
of my brethren of Lodge No. 19, this vote of thanks.
(handing it to Brother Bywater), and to beg your
aceeptance of this timepicee in acknowledgment of
your many—very many—kind serviees, and to mark
the esteem and respeet in which your brethren hold.
you. [ have also to express their fervent hopes
that there yet remains for you a lengthened career of”
usefulness and prosperity.  Long may your life be
spared, as o blessing to your family and as an orna-
ment to your lodge ; and when at a distant day the
hands of that tinie; icce shall no longer move visibly
before your eyes--its bell shall cease to strike its.
duleet tones upon yowr car—when, in the over-
tuling Providence of the Great Architeet of the
Universe, you shall be swunmoned to doff this mor-
tal coily wud to quit the Royal Athelstan Lodse,.
may you leave behind o name fragrant with praise
—un example worthy of imitation--and receive for
yourself a better and more enduring veward.  (Loud.
and prolonged cheering.) N

Ero. Dywarer veturned thanks in a short but
expressive speceh.

A Pugt Master’s jewel was presented to Drother
Nicholson, LP.AL, which he gratefully acknow-
ledged. i

The health of the officers was proposed, for which
Bro. Pollard, S.W. returned thanks, remarking.
that when he came to the chair, he should have
great diflienlty in following the talented brethren,
who had preceded him. On  tho part of the
oflicers he thanked them for that kind acknowledy.
ment of their serviees.  Other toasts were given,
and the very harmonious meeting was hrought to a
cluse at an carly hour,

Ox WepyNipay, the 12th instant, Mrs. Stirling
gave another of her reudings, from Shakespeard's.
play of 'a ¢ Midsmnmer Night's Dream,” at St.
James's Hally, Piceadilly.  Mres, Stivling's acting is
well known on the stuge, bat her veally beautiful
reading took the audienee by surprise, and she re.
ceived from an enthnsingtic and fashionable audience
several well-merited rounds of applause.  In addi-
tion, the whole of Mendelssohn's musie was per-
formed by the members of the Orchestral Union,
by artistes from the Royal Ltalian Opera ITouse,
the solo parts being sung by Miss Fanuny Holland
aud Miss Marie Stocken, with a very exeellent choir
of ladivs. The whole was under the direction of
Bro. I, Kiugsbury, the well-kuown taleuted con-
ductor, who has the cative manageanent of these
charing readings,  Another reading is mumouneod
for June 11th, in the evening, from Shakesveare's-
Play of * The Tempest,”



