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RO YAL ARCH MASONRY.
BY THE SON OP SALATUIKL .

(Continued.)
[The rights of translation and reproduction reserved.}
'"Thus saith Cyrus tho king, since God

Almighty hath appointed me to be king of the
habitable earth, I believe that Ho is that God
which the nation of the Israelites worship; for
indeed lie foretold my name by the prophets, and
that I should build him an house at Jerusalem
in the country of Judea.' This was known to
Cyrus by his l eading the book which Tsaiah left
behind him of his prophecies, for this prophet
said that God had spoken thus to him in a secret
vision :—'My will is that Cyrus, whom I have
appointed to be king over many and great

nations, send back my people to their own land,
and build my temple.' This was foretold by
Isaiah one hundred and forty years before the
temple was demolished. Accordingly, when Cyrus
read this and admired the divine power, an earnest
desire aud an ambition seized upon him to fulfil
what was so written, so he called for the most
eminent Jews that were in Babylon, and said
unto them, that he gave them leave to go back to
their own country, and to rebuild their city,
Jerusalem, and the temple of God, for that he
would be their assistant, and that he would write
to the rulers and governors that were in the
neighbourhood of their country, Judea, that they
should contribute to them gold and silver for the
building of the temple, and , besides that, beasts
for their sacrifices. When Cyrus had said
this to the Israelites, the rulers of the two tribes
of Judah and Benjamin , with the Levitcs and
priests, went to Jerusalem —yet did many of them
stay at Babylon, as not being willing to leave
their possessions—and when they were come
hither all the king's friends assisted them, and
brought in for the building of tho temple—some,
gold, and some, silver, aud some a great many
cattle and horses. So they performed their vows
to God , aud offered the sacrifices that had been
accustomed of old time ; I mean this, upon the
rebuilding of their city, and the revival of the
ancient practices relating to their worship. Cyrus
also sent back to them tho vessels of gold which
King Nebuchadnezzar had pillaged out of the
temple, and carried away to Babylon. So ho
committed these things to Mitli ridates, the trea-
surer, to bo sent away, with an order to give
them to Sanabassar, th at ho might keep them till
tho templo was built, and when it was finished
he might deliver them to the priests and rulers of
tho multitude, iu order to their being restored
to the temple. Cyrus also sent an epistle to the
governors that were in Syria, tho contents whereof
hero follow :—
"' King Cyrus to Sissinnes and Sathrabuzanes,

" ' Scndeth greeting,
'"I have given leave to a3 maiiyof the Jews that

dwell in my country as please to return to their
own country, and to rebuild their city, and to build
tho Temple of God at Jerusalem, on the same
place where it was before. I have also sent my
treasurer, Mitliridates, and Zerobabel , the
governor of the Jews, that they may lay tho

foundations of the temple, and may build it
sixty cubits high, and of the same latitude,
making three edifices of polished stones, and one
of wood of the country, and tho same order
extends to the altar whereon they offer sacrifices
to God. I require also that the sacrifices for
these things be given out of my revenues. More-
over I have also sent the vessels which King
Nebuchadnezzar pillaged out of the temple, and
have given thorn to Mitli ridates, the treasurer*
and to Zerobabel , the governor of the Jews, that
they may have them carried to Jerusalem, and
may restore them to the temple of God. Now,
their number is as follows:—Fifty chargers of
gold, and five hundred of silver ; forty Theric-
lean cups of gold, and five hundred of silver ;
fifty basins,of gold, and five hundred of silver ;
thirty vessels for pouring the drink offerings,
and three hundred of silver ; thirty vials of gold,
and two thousand four hundred of silver ; with
a thousand other larger vessels. I permit them to
have tho same honour which they were usod to
have from their forefathers ; as, also, for their
small cattle, and for wine and oil, two hundred
and five thousand and five hundred drachmas :
and for wheat flour, twenty thousand and five
hundred ai tabffl. And I give order that theso
expenses shall be given them out of the tributes
due from Samaria. The priests, also, shall offer
the sacrifices, according to tho laws of Moses, in
Jerusalem ; and when they offer them they shall
pray to God for the preservation of tho King and
of his family, that tho kingdom of Persia may
continunc. But my will is, that those who disobey
these injunctions and make them void shall be
hung upon a cross, and their substance brought
into tho King's treasury.' And such was tho
import of this epistle. Now the number of those
who came out of captivity to Jerusalem wore
forty-two thousand four hundred and sixty-two."

It may be interesting at this stage of our
history to glance at certain obsolete degrees, in
which the name and character of Cyrus were
commemorated to a greater extent than in
modern Royal Arch Masonry.

In one of these degrees tho lodge-room repre-
sented the council chamber of Cyrus, king of
Babylon, and was lighted by 70 lamps, to denoto
the 70 years of tho Jewish captivity. Tho
Muster represented Cyrus ; tho senior warden,
Nebuzaradan ; tho junior warden, Mitliridates ;



and the candidate, Zerubbabel, chained as. a

captive with fetters formed of triangular links.

Zerubbabel presents himself before the king and

prays him to grant freedom to the Israelites who
desire to return to Jerusalem : this Cyrus

promises to do if Zerubbabel will reveal to niffi
the mysteries of Freemasonry. The captive, as

a matter of course, reject s the condition, stating,
" If my liberty can only be obtained at the price
of dishonour, I prefer captivity and tho suffer-
ings of servitude." The noble Cyrus is greatly
impressed by the courage and discretion with
¦which Zerubbabel guards the secrets of the Order,
and agrees to restore the Jews to liberty if Zerub-
babel will submit to certain proofs, which the
candidate submits to w ith cheerful fortitude.
Zerubbabel is then permitted to set out for Jeru-
salem, where he announces his arrival to. the
princes and rulers of Israel, who recognise him
as their appointed chief, and form, a grand San-
hedrim under his authority.

In another of these degrees, the candidate
prefers a complaint' against the Samaritans for
refusing to pay the tribute imposed on them for
defray ing the expense of the sacrifices offered to
God in the temple. The Master refers him to
Darius, to whom the candidate then repairs, and
the king issues the following decree : " We
Darius, king of kings, willing to favour and
protect our people at Jerusalem, after the ex-
ample of our illustrious predecessor, King Cyrus,
do will and ordain, that the Samaritans, against
whom complaints have been made, shall punctu-
ally pay the tribute monay which they owe for
the sacrifices of the temple ; otherwise they shall
receive the punishment due to their disobedience."
The candidate returns to Jerusalem, where ho is
received with great joy as the bearer of so im-
portant a mandate, and the princes and rulers of
the people reward his Zeal and courage by admit-
ting him as a member of their secret council, «fec.

These degrees were doubtless based upon the
historical fact, that after the death of Cyrus the
work at ,Jerusalem wa3 retarded and interrupted
by the malice of the Samaritans, who not only
used open violence to hinder the Jews in their
arduous undertaking, but  also represented them
to Cambyscs as a seditious and disloyal people.
However, upon the accession of Darius Hystas-
pe3 to the throne, Zerubbabel took tho earliest
opportunity of reminding the king of a vow he
had formerly made to rebuild tho city aud temp le
of Jerusalem, and restore the worsh ip of the true
God throughout Judea. Darius at once promul-
gated the following edict, in which ho not only
granted the Jews full permission to pi-oceed with
the work but also ordered that every assistance
should bo afforded thorn by his subjects for that
purpose :—

" Wo have seen the decree of Cyrus, our pre-
decessor, iu which permission was granted to tho
Jews to rebuild their temple and city of Jerusa-
lem. Now, therefore, let tho work of tins House
of God alone ; let the governor of the Jews, and
the ciders of the Jews, build this House of God
in its place. Moreover, I make a decree what
ye shall do to the ciders of these Jews for the
building of this house of God: that of the Kind's
goods, even of the tribute beyond the river,
forthwith exponses be given unto these men that
they be not hindered. And tho God that hath
caused His name to dwell there, destroy all kings
and people tint shall put tlieir hand to alter
and to destroy this House of God which is at
Jerusalem. I, Dariu3, have made a decree, let
it be douo with speed."

(To be continued.)
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" A Letter to the p. W. Brother J. Rankin Slebbing,
P.G.D., 3*c, on Brother Clabons proposed scheme of
Masor.ic Confiscation." By Brother MATTHEW

COOKE, 30°, P.ivL, P.Z., &c.
"

In tho fir?t number of THE FREEMASON our readers
will remember we sounded a note of warning as to the
nature and character of Brother Gabon's scheme for
the appropriation of the Fund of Benevolence- to cer-
tain purposes not only foreign to its original design ,
but calculated to deprive the Craft of all control
over moneys which it is *ur sacred duty to dispense
for tho relief of the poor and distressed. We then
remarked that at tho last meeting of Grand Lodge,
Bro. Stubbing vigorously protested against the adop-
tion of such a perilous course, and we appealed to the
Freemasons of England to oppose this invasion of
their rights and privileges. Upon the same subject
Bro. Cooke lias written a pamphlet in the form of a
letter to Bro. Stebbing, in which lie denounces the
scheme in no measured terms; Speaking of the Fund
of Benevolence, he says justly :—

" It is the 1 sole property of Grand' Lodge, raised from the
accumulation of many, many years—fees of honour : fines;
registrations; and' a-poll tax of the whole Craft" And it is
charged with ilia relief of the poor and the expenses of the
Order. The Schools have no interest in it , nor have they
the most remote moral claim upon it , either in its regular or
surplus amounts. It is a sacred and venerable trust aud in-
heritance—fluctuating from time to lime."

We also extract the following account of the origin
of the Fund, which we hope the brethren will bear in
mind :—

"Tne Committee of Charity—the forerunner of what was
afterwards termed the lloaid, or Fund of Uenevolcncc— first
came into operation on the i 1st of November, 1721, and was
founded by twenty seven lodges, under the Grand Mastershi p
of the DuUe of Richmond. It commenced with 'a general
fund for the support of faithful brethren who had met with
reverses of fortune, or become poor.' If one argued for a
month , I think no plainer definition of the Fund , its objects,
and restrictions , could he arrived at. It was to ' support '—
not relieve,—' faithful brethren who had met with reverses
of fortune or become poor.'

" That organization , modified from time to time hy the
admission of widows and children , as petitioners ,—not chil-
dren only claiming, because they are in schools founded by
tho private beneficence of individual brethren ,—has come
down to our own day, and so jealously is the right of petition
still guarded , that , even now, a widow once relieved cannot
petition again .

"That organization is the undoubted placcofaid and assis-
tance, from which every Craftsman has the right to demand
relief."

Wc could have wished that Bro. Cooke's letter em-
bodied fewer references to extraneous topics which
serve only to confuse the main question , but we arc
bound to add that , when directed to the point , his
arguments are exhaustive, and his denunciations amp ly
warranted by the spoliating nature of the scheme.
Br. Cooke refutes the illogical dictum of the Com-
mittee, " That no reason exists for continuing this
accumulation " (of the Fund of Benevolence) , by
quoting the 18th article of union between the two
Grand Lodges in 1813 as follows :—

"The Fund appropriated to the objects of Masonic Benevo-
lence, shall not be infringed on for any purpose , but shall
bo kept strictly and solely devoted to charity ; and pains
shall be taken to increase the same."

This, we conceive, is unanswerable, and unless the
Act of Union be repealed, we are unable to see how
any presiding ollicer in Grand Lodge can allow Bro.
Clubon 's scheme to be submitted to the vote at the
next quarterly communication. But admitting even
that the sense of the brethren is taken , we are not in
any dread of tho result ; the authorities have done
tlieir duty in circulating the Keport of the Confisca-
tion Committee, and as the Craft are now thoroughly
alive to the specious character of the proposed inno-
vations, the whole scheme will doubtless be summaril y
rejected.

Bro. Cooke has done good service by his well-timed
letter, which we commend to all our readers who may
desire to be thoroughly acquainted with so important
a subject.

" Le Monde Maconniiptc." Paris.
" Le Franc- .Vacon." Paris.
" L'Action Maconnique." Paris.
The chronicle of our French contemporary, the

Masonic World, for April , contains accounts of
several Masonic fetes in Paris. One of these festi-
vals took place on Sunday, the 14th March , in con-
nection with the Lodge Mars ct les Arts. The lodge
was opened at two o'clock in the afternoon , and four
gentlemen were initiated according to ancient cus-
tom j at live o'clock the celebrated Frere Eugene
Pelletan delivered a brilliant oration, in which he
defined the objects and character of Freemasonry,
and alluded to " Abraham Lincoln , who abolished
slavery in Aiucricn , and Joseph Garibaldi , who
freed Ital y," as "two of the most illustrious Masons
of mil era." We confess frankly that , until wc read
Bro. l'clletan's speech, we were hot aware that either

of those eminent men had ever signalised himself in
connection with Freemasonry, and we were not
quite clear that the martyred American President
was even a member of the Craft. To resume, we
are glad to find that the oration of Frere Pelletan
was greatly applauded ; he is an able man, although
perhaps too much of a theorist to suit the conserva-
tive principles of English Masons.

A banquet followed, at which 270 guests of both
sexes sat down. Then the Frere Bancel delivered a
discourse on the origin of the Revolution (fancy a
scene like this in an English lod«e), aud a concert.
succeeded , after which' fth Jules .Simon spoke ior iin
hour on education. The th ree lodges, "ieS C?eurs-
Unis," " 1'Etoile 'PoL-lirV' a»d the " Vallees Egyp-
tiennes," celebrated their "Feast of Spriiig "̂ on
the 20fch March , at which the programme was simi-
lar to that described above, except that the proceed-
ings weie wound up with a ball; Among the
foreign news in '' Le Monde Maconni que " we note
that the 'Frere P. Van Humbeek, representative for
Brussels, has been elected Grand Master of the
G.O. of Belgium ; but we regret to observe that
both in Belgium and in Germ any a movement ap-
pears to be gaining ground which h-;s for its object
the abolition of the prescribed profession of belief
in T.G.A.O.'F.U. required from every candidate
before his initiation into Freemasonry. Our con-
temporary notices with just praise the labours of
the " Masonic Archaeologi cal Institute of England,"
and refers with admiration to tho fine inaugural ad-
dress of Bro. Hyde Clarke, and to the papers sub-
sequently read by Bros. Lambert aud Bssaut. The
" Monde Maconnique." we may remark, strenuously
supports the views of the advanced school of Ma-
sonic freethinkers, whosp philosophy is evidently
regarded with horror by the Ultramontane party on
the Continent; and we may add that the dogmas of
those pantheistic brethren are by no means in con-
sonance with the ideas which obtain among Euglish
Masons.

" Le Frauc-Macon " is the oldest French Masonic
print, having been established iu 1847. Ihe editor
analyzes a book written by M. de Saint Albin , who
attacks Freemasonry, and especially the hi gh grades,
which he says are " consecrated to Satanic myste-
ries." There is also a voluminous account of the
recent Masonic Congress at Havre, when various
questions relating to the progress and utility ol
Freemasonry were debated by those who attended.
There is also an interesting account of the late Bro.
Berryer, the treat French advocate, who was, it ap-
pears, initiated on the 23rd December, 1848, in the
Lodge " Chevaliers-Croises," and the " Franc-
Macou ' closes with an account of the funeral
honours paid to Voltaire iu the Lodge of ''Nine
Sisters " on the 28tb October, 1778.

" L'Action Maconni que " alludes, in strong terms
of reprobation , to tho facility with which improper
persons obtain admission into the Craft. This is an
evil against which we have inveighed in THE FREE-
MASON . Our contemporary points out that in
France men are induced to become Freemasons by
appeals to their imag ination or to their mercenary
interests, instead of having their attention directed
to the true objects of the institution. The "Action
Maconnique " is iu favour of the suppression of the
hi gh grades ; but its views are combated in a letter
fro m Frere Alexandre Boy, to which insertion is
given in the number under review.

MASONIC LITERATURE.
\\ e understand that Bro. I). Murray Lyon (of Ayr),

the accomp lished Masonic author , has just received
permission from the members of the St. Alary Chapel
Lodge, No. 1, Edinburgh, to examine their ancient
record s with a view to publishing such extracts us may
lend to throw any light on the history of that old lodge,
which has existed ior upwards ol three centuries.

We expect great things from such valuable docu-
ments being placed in the bunds of so worthy and
distinguished a mason , mid althoug h the promised
history ol "Mother Kilwinnin g" is likely to be deferred
until the spring of 1870, in consequence of this fresh
investigation being opened up, we fl-cl sure that the
result of Bro. Lyon's researches will more than com -
pensafe for the delay, and prove to be wortU y of liini
and of the Lodge that has granted an opportunity
for the Masonic Historian of Scotland to do ju stice to
Masonry in Edinburgh.

Bro. DKUMMONI), Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts, has compiled a table iu
which he sums up the statistics of Freemasons iu
North America for the year 18C8, as follows :—

42 Grand Lodges.
387,402 members.

62,9110 initiations.
14,102 alliliations.
10,771 resignations.

COG expulsions.
4,2f.7 deaths.
9,342 candidates rejected.

Truly our Order has made vast strides of late in
America.



BY A Luwijin^
— '''vie

Vlir.—MASONRY AND PRE-IHSTORIC
MASONRY.

"In those days there was no Melech (King) in Israel :
every man did that which was right in his own eyes."—
Judges xxi. 25.

If my memory serves me right, although 1 have
not the book at hand, the philosophic Thomas Car-
lyle somewhere defines kings aud the kingly office
as denoting greater astuteness and capacity for
reconciling differences and governing men than is
evinced in those who are governed. This implies
intelligence ; intell igence argues physical comfort ;
physical comfort leads to civilization. To be can-
ning, or cunning (in the elder sense of our language),
signified kingshi p ; and such a position , derived
from vir tue and merit, any M.M. may be called
upon to exercise. To assume, even symbolicall y,
the chair of King Solomon—who, by a species of
wonderful intuition, decided the question between
the adverse mothers — requires great firinuoss,
promptitude, and decision. Hence, in Universal
Masonry, we hail as leader and king that man who
most possesses discretion and discrimination. The
divine right is thus given by T.G.A.O.T.U.

But when we come to consider what may be con-
cisely called Pre-historic Masonry we are led to the
conclusion that ages must have been passed through
ere the human mind attained a sovereignty over
itself, and knew rightly how to wield that sove-
reignty. It was necessar} that there should be an
infancy of the Royal art of reconstructing the
building of the human mind ; and here archaeology
comes in to assist us.

Modern research has led to much which in itself
has a tendency to disenchant us respecting the wis-
dom of the ancients. Egyptian hieroglyphics, so
long the theme of poet's song aud of the mystic's
rhapsodical interpretation, turn out very common-
place affairs. The astrolabe of Bro, Henry Melville
is nothing more than the rude picture of the do-
mestic arrangements of an Assyrian cooking-house,
with the stable hard by where grooms are cleaning
horses (carefully omitted by that learned (?) brother
in his description). .Dinner, we learn from ancient
monuments, was a great institution of antiquity ;
but mysticism makes mountains of molehills, anil
discovers mares' nests innumerable amidst the
relics of antiquity. It is very sad to be obliged to
own that our forefathers were cannibals, and no
better than they should be ; but if we are to be
loyal to facts we must admit the soft, but somewhat
unpalatable, impeachment. We now certainly do
not feast upon the aggregation of Hastinesses which
formed the staple of a Roman ctciia. The civiliza-
tion of our present day is infinitely hi gher than that
of Athens or Persia, and , humiliating as it may be,
we must abandon much that seemed very dea r to
our imaginations. As Longfellow sings, "Things
are not what they seem ;" and all the learning
possessed by Egypt aud the Magi, the Brahmins,
and tho Gymnosophists, dwindles into meagre
stature beside the colossal proportions of modern
science. Yet, while we have a right to rejoice at
our present surrounding? , there is no occasion to
undervalue antiquity. We do not build pyramids
now-a-days ; the gigantic walls of the Peruvian
Andes point to a constructive power not surpassed
iu our era ; Roman road-making has not been
equalled since the epoch of the Casais : and the
wall of China remains to prove what antiquity
could accomplish.

_ All these great remains point to a skill and capa-
city in our predecessors on this planet to which we
must give honour. What is the corollary lo the
proposition I There might be many answers to such
a question , but to me the obvious one is—that an
almost incomprehensible anti quity is to be assigned
to the human race, during which , by the slowest
and surest of processes, a gradual advancement has
been made. From the rude lake dwellings ot
Switzerland, fro m the kitchen middens of the
North , to our times there is a great lea p ; and every
intelligent Freemason cannot but perceive that ,
pari p assu, with symbolisms of a moru or less mys-
tical character there has been a steady battle fought
with Nature and the elements to promote the per-
sonal comfort ami security of mankind.  But the
arts come, lrom tune to tune, to def in i t ive  periods
of settlement ; they a/ein arrested at certain points ,
and so perilled. Thus it is that at given times in
the world's history the text I have wr it ten at the
head of this article seems to be reverified—that
there is really no king in Israel , and that wry man
does that which is right in his own eyes.

If the Master be away, the work can , it is true,
bo continued by the Warden ; but the eye ami au-
thority of the .Master is best to give the work in-
crease and fruition, if it be true of "operative "
.Mason ry, how much more so of " speculative 1 '•

PAPERS ON WASOBTRY. To reconstruct the temple of the human mind, to
revivify the dead bones in the valluy of Ezekiel, so
that they shall be clothed with Charity as a gar-
ment , supported by Strength, aud illustrated by
Beauty, is a task demanding the utmost vigilance of
a powerful mind. Hence the necessity, in some
shape, of authority as absolute as it should be accu-
rate and merciful. Hence the excellence of the
square as a symbolic instrument.

And here I am reminded that some exception has
been taken to expressions used iu one of my former
papers. I said that, in the middle ages, the opera-
tive masons being at war with the superstitions ol
Papal Rome, commemorated iu sarcastic caricatures
the vices and abuses of their era in the sacred edi-
fices they raised for public worship. It was alleged
that such caricatures wore not executed without the
imperssion of the ecclesiastical authorities. The
enly reply to such an assumption that I can give, in
print, consists iu the following extract, from per-
haps the best History of Freemasonry yet in exist-
ence. I allude to that of Fiudel, who gives the
following instances of such a tendency to satirize in
stone. He says (History of Freemasonry, p. 65.
Asher & Co., London) :—

" Intimations of their secret brotherhood aud of
the symbols known to them are to be found on all
their monumental buildings, as well as of their reli-
gious views, which were entirely opposed to the pre-
vailing corruption of morals of the clergy every-
where, as well as to the strict orthodox doctrines of
the Chureh. In the St. Sebaldus Church in Ntt-
remburg is a carving in stone, representing a nun
in the lewd embrace of a monk. In -the large
Church at Strasburg, in one of the transepts oppo-
site the pulpit, a hog and a goat may be seen carry-
ing a sleeping fox, as a sacred relic ; a bitch is
following the hog ; in advance of this procession is.
a bear with a cross, and before the bear a wolf hold-
ing a burning wax taper. Then follows an ass, who
is reading mass at the altar. In the Cathedral of
Wiizburg are to be found the significant columns J
and B which were in the porch of Solomon's
Temple. In the Church of Doberan, in Mecklen-
burg (consecrated 1368), there are many double
triangles placed in a significant manner, three vine
leaves iu Masonic fashion, united by a cord, and
symbolic ciphers on the columns ; there is further a
beautifully preserved altar-piece which apprizes us
of the religious views of the architect. Iu the
foreground there are priests turning a mill , grinding
dogmatic doctrines therein. In the upper part of
the picture is the Virgin Mary with the child
Jesus, having a flaming star on the lower part of
her bod}'. At the bottom of the picture is a repre-
sentation of the Lord's Supper , iu which are the
Apostles in the well-known Freemasons' attitude,
&e. In auother Gothic Church is a satirical de-
lineation of the overshadowing of tho Holy Ghost ;
a picture of Mary, from beneath whose dress issues
a leatheru pipe up to the picture of the Holy
Ghost ; in the Cathedral of Braudeuburg a fox iu
priestly robes is preaching to a Hock of geese ; in
the Minu ter at Berne, in a picture of the Last
Judgment , the Pope is amongst the damned."

Now, I will appeal to tho common sense of Free-
masons in general, whether it is likely that the
consent of the superiors of these churches could
have been obtained to the setting up of emblems
and symbol.* such a.i these 1 It is very certain that
no man would consent to his own ridicule ; and yet
these are palpable proofs that the " operative "
Masons of the middle ages, when " there was no
king iu Israel ," set up, iu defiance of priestly au-
thority, such emblems. Anyone who goes into the
Cathedral at Aix la Chapelle , or Aachen, will see
two disembowelled wolves sitting outside the side
door ; and the number of instances in which this
tendency to satirize is evinced might be multi plied
ad nauseam. '• Orthodoxy," said the wise aud
witty Sydney Smith, '• mity be my doxy ; hetero-
doxy is another man's doxy." Or, as it has been
put very well , there is exactly the same relation be-
tween Dryads and I lama-Dryads as there is between
bishop.) and archbishop*.

If the Freemasons of the present day desire to
make use of the symbolisms of the past they are free
to do so; but let them beware, in the presence of
archieolog ists, to claim any exclusive t i t le  to the
ori gination of symbolism. Symbolism existed before
Fivemasmiry ; nor is that Order the only Order
which uses it to instil lessens of good into the
human tiiiml—to educate the henrl--to eradicate
vice—to maintain right—to extend the hand ot
charity , and to put forth foot in the path .of pro-
givs;-!. Yet it must be admitted that the organisa-
tion of the Masonic Fraternity is as perfect as, in
the nature of things, it can be. There are two
sides to the smeld, and the misinterp retation of the
outer world reduees the whole question to an equa-
tion . In fact , to use algebraic language, Freemasonry
aud institutions of a similar nature essentially seek
the value of x, and desire to raise humanity,  in the
plenitude of its strength , to the »th power. "

CHYPTONYUl 'S.

THE QUEEN AND THE CRAFT.
BY J. E. CAUFKUTBK, P.M., 281 and 1190.

Ant—•' Here's a health lo the King, God bless him."

Fill high ! for whatever the Tumor may be,
The glass at the brim should run o'er,

Let every true brother now take it from me,
If he never drank bumper before.

Though politics ne'er in our meeting have shar
We still to be loyal endeavour,

So I'll give you a toast that a Mason may boast,
Here's ' the Queen aud the Craft for ever.'

The ancients to whom lor our science we turn,
Were kings, if our records prove true,

And the Craftsman who firs t raised the temple, wo
learn

Gave homage i\here homage was due ;
Then let us unite, ev'ry true son of light,

(Is there one who'd refuse it , oh never !)
In this the best toast, that a Mason can boast,

Here's the ' Queen and the Craft' for ever.

MASONIC ANTHEM.

BY J. E. CARPENTER, P.M., 284 and 1190.

God save our gracions Queen,
Long live our noble Queen,

God save the Queen.
May peace and plenty reign ,
Through a'l her wide domain,
May we her laws sustain,

God save the Queeu.

Oh ! Lord above, who sees
Our hidden mysteries,

On Thee we call ;
So rule our hearts that wo
May in Freemasonry,
Faithful aud loyal be,

Oh, save us all.

May Heaven's Great Architect,
Our gracious Queen protect,

Long may she reign ;
O'er her Thine arm extend ,
May she the Craft befriend ,
And we her throne defend ,

God save the Queen.

METROPOLITAN CHAPTER OF INSTRUC-
TION, No. 975.

This Chapter of Instruction so celebrated through-
out the Craft for its working, under the able instruction
of Companion Brett , who by his able working has
perfected moru companions to enable them to fill thu
important chairs , met on Tuesday, May the 18th, at
tho George Hotel , Aldermanbury. Ihe ceremony or
exaltation was very ably worked by Companion S.
Foxall, acting M.E.Z. ; Nicholl , 11. ; Tanner, J.; Dr.
Woodman , N.; Smith, P.S., who worked the ceremony
iu a very perfect manner. Companion Tippet acting
Candidate. Present Companions Brett (Preceptor),
II. M. Levy, Keyworth , C. Ilosgood, Barrett.
Visitor, Comp. Win. Day Keyworth , of Hull. The
1st clause of the 1st section was very ablv worked by
Companion Brett , on the explanation of tho jewels
and solids. We should recommend all who wish to
gain instruction in It. A. Masonry to pay a visi t to
this excellent Chapter.

Bno. HENRI DRAYTON has been engaged by Bro.
Peuuoyer, to appear in New York, as Prime Basso
of the Riching's Grand Opera Troupe , iu September
next.

ROYAL ARK MARINERS' LODOK.—A Royal Ark
Mariners' Lodge was opened on Monday, 17th inst.,
within tho Lodge Rooms , 170, Buchanan Street.
(Holding of the S. Old. Chap., of Scot land.) Tho
Lod"e was opened by M.E.P.Z., Thomas M.
Campbell , N.; William Rae, J.; and William
McEwau , S., when the following Companions were
admitted and instructed in the degree viz. :—Thoiinui
Darwin Huinphirea , 0!) ; Capt. John . A. McDonald ,
6!) : and William Murray, 79.

BAHVXONISII PAHS on R ED CROSS DEGREES.—A
Council of Kni ghts of the Red Cross, consisting of
the three points, viz :—Kni ghts of the Sword ;
Knights of the East , or Princes of Jerusalem ; and
Knights of the East and West , was held within the
Council Rooms, 170, Buchanan-street. Sir Kni ght
Thomas M. Campbell presiding, assisted by Sir
Kni ghts James Balfour, Thomas Gordon , William
McKwa n , Geo. W. Clarke, David Ramsay, and T.
P. Mullins Companions Neil MoCallum , Win.
Rae, Thos. Niblo , Thos. D. Humphries , Capt . Jolm
A. McDonald, Edward Crosher, and Will iam Mur-
ray, were dul y installed as Kni ghts of tho above
degrees. Tho ceremony was ably performed , and of
a very imposing character.
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TEE CRAFT.

METROPOLITAN.

Lodge of Friendshi p, No. 20G. — This old and
prosperous lod ge met on Thursday, May 13th , at
four p.m. precisely, at the Ship and Turtle Hotel,
Leadenhall-street ; Bro. Henry Maun Collier, W.M.,
in the chair. The lodge being opened and the
minutes of tbs last meeting read aud confirmed , a
ballot was taken for Mr. Charles Towusend Parsons,
the well-known Govern mentcontractor, which proved
unanimous for his admission , aud the W.M. pro-
ceeded to initiate his first candidate, which cere-
mony he performed in the most masterly manner,
being ably assisted by his officers , Bro. Alfred
Harris, S.W., pro. tern. ; Geo. Collier, J.W. ; and
F Henry Earles, J.D., who conducted his candi-
dtwJ admirably. Pursuant to notice, the brethren
then proceeded to make arrangements for the
" summer dinner," and it was finally resolved that
it shall be held at the King's Head Hotel, Chigwellj
Essex, on the last Thursday in June. After reading
and discussing the Grand Lodge and other letters
and communications, the lodge was closed in due
form, and the breth ren adjourned to the banquet,
which was served in Bro . Geo. Painter's usual
superb style ; then the loyal and Masonic toasts
enlivened by harmony, the National Anthem being
executed by the Bros. W. and J. Rumsey, and Bro.
A. Turner. Several other breth ren also contributed,
and after passing an evening in such delightful
fellowshi p as is only known to the Craft in general,
and this lodge in particular, the proceedings were
brought to a close.

Merchant Navy Lodge, Ao. 781.-—This lodge held
its usual and last monthly meeting for this season,
on Wednesday, the 12th inst., at the Silver Tavern ,
Burdett Road , Limehouse. The officers present
were Bros. E. T. Read, W.M . ; Hel ps, S.W. ; Brad-
bury, J.W. ; Armstrong, S.D.; I Jeeves , J. I) .; Daniell,
P.M., I.G. pro. tern. ; Wright, P..V. and Treasurer ;
Medland , Sec. ; and Kellich , Davies, and Bran-
bridge, P. Masters ; and many brethren and visitors,
amongst whom were Barlow, P.M., Sincerity ;
Stevens, P.M., Yarborough ; Schofield , P.M., Zet-
land ; and Toole, Neptune. The minutes ot the
last regular lodge were read and confirmed , and the
lodge opened in the second degree, and Bros. Evans,
Delalle, and Laslilt (of the Zetland Lodge) being
candidates for the third degree were instructed aud
withdrew. Lodge was then opened in the third
degree, and the three brethren were raised to the
sublime d ;.ree ot Muster Masons. Lodge resumed
to the second degree, and Bro. Newport passed to
degree of F.C. Lodge resinned to the first degree,
and the ballot having proved unanimous in favour
of Mr. \\r. Hallclt and Mr. Wakehain , they were
duly initiated into Freemasonry. It was then pro-
posed by Bro. Killiek , P.M., and seconded by Bro.
Daniell , P.M., that a P.M.'s jewel be presented to
Bro. Bracebrid ge, I.P.M., which was carried unani-
mously. A recommendation was put to, and signed
by the officer and members of the lod ge, to a petition
for relief fur a willow of a deceased sea-faring
brother. Lod ge, was thru elos.nl , and the brethren
adjourned to refreshment , and the repast was served
in ' a manner which our Bro. Jlolt is so deservedly
proverbial for, and with which every brother ex-
pressed himself as well pleased. Alter the removal
of the cloth the usual loyal and Masonic toasts were
given and dul y responded to. Bro. Bracebrid ge,
I.P.M., then proposed the health of tlieir W.M.,
and in doing so expressed the great pleasure lie
experienced iu seeing him in his present position ,
and the admirable manner in which lie had rendered
the whole ol the ceremonies 1 Ins evening, lie felt
assured the lodge would prosper under his rule.
This toast having bj cu enthusiastically responded
to by all the brethren present , the W .M ., Bro.
Head , then said be thanked 1'ro. Bracebri dge, and
the brethren generally, for th is  mark of their
approval , and he trusted that when his year of
office had exp ired , he should carry with him the
same kind and fraternal feelings that he had at all
times experienced from the brethren of Merchant
Navy Lodge. "The Newl y Initiated Brethren ,"
was then given, and responded to by Bro. ifullett ,
who expressed his gratification iu having been
initiated into Masonry by Bro. Read , whom he had
know n for many years. '" The Health of the P.
Masters," w.-.s given and responded to by Bro.
Bracebrid ge. The visitors' toast was then given ,
aud bricll y responded to by Br.,n. Barlow, Barry,
Schofield , Toole , and Stevens ; the latter took occa-
sion to express the gratification he lelt at seeing the
W.M. restored to health , and augured a prosperous
year to the Merchant Navy Lodge under his presi-
dency. The " Treasurer and Secretary " was then
given, and (the W.M ) took occasion to express the
great respect he had for their Treasurer, Bro.
Wright, which ho was sure was shared in by every

brother of the lodge ; he fel t it was only due to him
to say that whatever knowledge of the rituals of
Freemasonry be (the W.M.)possessed , he was mainly
indebted to Bro. Wright for. The W.M. concluded
by passing a high enconium upon his many excellent
qualities as a Mason, a friend , and a father ; to
which Bro. Wright replied in very feeling and suit-
able terms. The officers' and Tylers' toasts brought
this very pleasant evening to a close. . Several
brethren contributed much to the evening's enjoy-
ment bj' some excellent songs, particularly by Bros.
Stevens, Toole, Wright, Bradbury, oic.

Lily  Lodge, No. 820.—On Wednesday se'nnight
the installation of Bro. George Towusend as W.M.
took pl.- .ce at the Greyhound Hotel , Richmond, the
Installing Master being Bro. Wm. Cooper, assisted
by Bro. Rogers. After the ceremony the brethren
presented the immediate P.M , Bro. Thomas James
Carless, with a jewel bearing the following inscrip-
tion :—" Presented May L2th 1869, by the Lily Lodge,
Richmond, No. 820, to Bro. Thomas Carless, I.P.M.,
as a slight acknowledgment of the valuable aud effi-
cient services rendered by him to the lodge, during his
past year of office, 186S-18G9." At seven o'clock an
adjournment was made to the new Banqueting Hall,
where a most recherche dinner was served to the bre-
thern by Bro. Noyce. The chair was ably occupied
by the Worshi pful Master, Bro Towusend. During
dessert, the usual loyal and Masonic toasts were duly
honoured. Amongst the visitors was Bro. Colonel
F. Burdett, Representative of the Grand Lodge of
Ireland at the (Jrand Lodge of England , and who,
in responding to the toa t of the Grand Officers ,
spoke in warm language of the good Freemasonry
had wrought in Ireland. .There (he said) may
be seen men of ever}' shade of political feeling mixing
and fraternising as only that brotherly love which
fills the heart of every true Mason can understand.
In alluding to tho manifesto of Cardinal Cullen in-
terdicting the presence of those under h :s jurisdiction
at the grand Masonic ball in Dublin , the gallant
brother said he considered it should be called au
" Irish bull ," for it had done more good than harm
to the Craft.—The evening was enlivened by some
choice music and singing under the direction of Bro.
John Tolley (musical director of the lod ge) assisted
by Bros. Marriott aud Briggs, from the Chapel Royal,
Windsor.

Mo ntefiore Lodge, No. 1017.—This new but in-
creasing lodge met on Wednesday, 12th inst., at
Freemasons' Hall, the W.M., Bro. the Rev. M. B.
Levy, in the chair. A ballot was taken for the
admission of the following gcntlenic:, namely, L. H.
Moore, Charles Wertheimer, M. De Grout, and J.
Carlubach , and being unanimousl y in their favour,
they were regularly initiated into the mysteries of
the Order liro. George Moore was raised to the
sublime degree of a M.M., by the W.M,, in a very
solemn and impressive manner ; indeed the lodge
may congratulate themselves on having so efficient
and excellent working officers. The brethren then
fat down to a very splendid banquet provided by Bro.
Gosden. A fter the usual formal toasts, the W.M.
gave the health of the newly-initiated , to which
Bro. Wertheimer responded. Bro. Eskell , P.M., pro-
posed the W.M ., expressing the great pleasure it
gave linn to propose the health of one for whom he
had so great a respect, and who had filled that im-
portant office for two successive years to the great
satisfaction of the breth ren.—Tho W.M. responded
in eloquent term s, and then gave " The health of the
Visitors," who were Bros. Mann (P.M. 180), Henri
Drayton , Le Casaso (.1911), K. Kclley (22), A. S. Pen-
noyer (U.S.), H. M. Levy (P M. I BS), Worrell (J.W.
795), Pierce (25). D. II. Jacobs (P.M. 27). C.
Gammon (W.M. 79.1), CI usher (P.M . 382), Coote
(P.M. 205), ami lieiss (Batavin).—Bro. Man n re-
turned thanks for the visilin'' brethren in a few
but expressive sentence.*.—There was some excellent
harmony by Bros Henri Drayton , Kelley, II. De
Solla , and 11. M . Levy, a delightful evening being
spent by all present.

Perfect. Ashlar W</«, 1178.—On the 6th inst., Bro.
G. Wrapper 's (Gregorian Arms, Jamaica-street , Ber-
uiondscy), this young and prosperous lodge held its
regular meeting. In consequence of the unavoidable
absence of the W.M ., Bro. H. F. Kbsworlh , the
lodge was opened by Bro. Frederick Walters, P.M.
73, and Secretary of this lod ge. There were present
Bros. J. W. Avery, P.M., S.W. ; .1. Donkin . LP.M. :
G. J .  Grace, I.G. ; J. W. Dudley, D.O. ; J .  11
Harinsworih , W.S.; J. II. Fud ge, G. Drnpper, P.
Fry, L. Ashton , J. Joseph , T. W. Cox , J. A Axtell ,
and several othi. ru. Amongst the visitors were Urn
C. R. Slomaii (25), M. A. Loewenstark (J.W. 73),
G J. Sayer (105(f), and others . The minutes of the
last lod ge, as well as those of the two emergency
meetings, were read and unanimousl y confirmed.
Bra. Charles Deakiu , after going through the usual
formalities was raised to the degree of M.M., the
entire ceremony being given , including a lecture
on the tracing-boa rd 'of the third degree. I n c o n -
sequence of his arduous duties as secretary, Bro.
Walters solicited Bro. J .W. Avery , P M .  61!) and
S.W. of this lodge, to occupy the Solomonic chair,

which he did by initiating Mr. Frederick Ware into
the mysteries of cm:cieut Freemasonry. As might
be expected , all inie ceremonies wt re well ar.d ably
rendered by tJe'r two P.M.'s who did the work. One
gentleman was proposed for initiation at the next
meeting of the lodge. An apology was received
from the candidate for passing, and also from the
candidate for initiation Then eame the all-important
event of the evening, wh ich was the presentation to
Bro. John Donkin , the I.P.M., first with a twelve-
guinea Past-Master's jewel, and secondly with a
Past-Master's collar aud jewel , which wrs done by
the acting W.M. in an able and fluent manner.
Bro. Donkin , in suitable terms, acknowledged these
handsome presents. The first-named jewel is of
clegaut design and superior workmanship ;  made
ot,18-carat gold and hall-marked, it is about the size
of a crown-piece, and bears in front the motto.
"Merit alone commands esteem," in a border of
raised letters ou a frosted ground, and enclosed
within a twisted cordon. In the centre is the Euclid
and square, surmounted by the five points of fellow-
ship on an enamelled ground. The inscri ption,
unlike those of the majority of presentation j ewels,
is brought , in this instance, in the front, so as to be
seen and read easily, and is introduced on the two
hangers, or suspenders, in raised letters, as follows :
"Presented by the Perfect Ashlar Lodge to Bro.
John Donkin , the first W.M. ; 1868," and, in order
to make the jewel more effective and render it em-
blematical , the Perfect Ashlar, exquisitely mounted
and finished , is attached to the ribbon between the
suspenders, and is an exact representative in every
respect ; and , to make it complete, on the front ot
the Ashlar is the square and compasses enclosing
the number of the lodge, 1178. It was manu-
factured by Bros. Loewenstark & Sons, Devereux-
street, Strand , and is a splendid specimen of their
workmanship. On the silver Past Masters' jewel is
this inscri ption , viz. : "Presented by the Brethren
of the Perfect Ashlar Lodge, No. 1178, to tlieir first
W.M., Bro. John Donkin , as a token of their esteem
and respect , together with a gold jewel." Bro. John
William Dudley, D.O, having withdrawn and re-
signed as being the steward to represent this lodge
at tho anniversa ry festival of the Girls' School,
which was to be held on Wednesday, May 12, Bro.
F. Walters, P.M. and Sec., proposed , and it was
duly seconded mid carried unanimously in favour of
its being confirmed , that Bro. John Donkin be
elected and accepted as the steward to represent this
lodge at the Girls' School Anniversary Festival.
All the business being ended the lodge was closed,
and it was ordered to be summoned to meet on
Ju l y 1st, at six o clock p.m. After labour followed
refreshment, and the amusement of the evening was
increased by the capital improvised verses of
Bro. Charles R. Slomaii. After a few hours of
mutual enjoyment the brethren separated to enjoy
" Tired nature's sweet restorer, balmy sleep."

PROVINCIAL.
IIKRTFORDSIIIII K. - Gresham Lodge, No. S69.—Th

first regular meeting of this lodge took place
at the " Four Swans," Waltham Cross, on Satur
day, the 8th instant , at which a large number of
breth ren attended , amongst whom were Bros. R
Mitchell , W.M. ; W. E. Gomperby, S.W.; Dr. R.
Bruce, J.W. ; II . J. Thompson , P.Ni ., and a founder
of the lod ge ; also, Bros. O. F. Vallentin , Treasmer;
C. Swan, Secretary ; W. II. Warr, P.P.S. Wks.,
D.C. ; &c. The Jud ge was opened , and the ballot
being iu favour of Mr. J. Lewis, lie was initiated
by the W.M . in a manner that reflected great credit
upon the lodge for his assiduous attention to the
duties of the chair; after which Bro. Etherington
was duly passed to the degree of F.C. This being
thn period of election for the W.M., a ballot wan
taken , and passed unanimously iu favour of Brother
Compel-by, S.W., as W.M. elect, and Brother O. F.
Vallentin was unanimously re-elected Treasurer for
the eighth time. The brethren then retired to a
very nicely prepared banquet , presided over by the
W.M., who gave the usual toasts, &c, and every
one returned to town evidently pleased by the day «
enjoyment.

LANCASTER .— Rowley Lodge, No. 1051. — An
emergency meeting of this lodge was held on Fri-
day last, the Lull inst , at the Masonic Rooms,
Athenaj uni. The chair of lv.S. was occupied (in
the unavoidable absence from home of the W.M.)
by W. Bro Dr. Moore, P.M., Prov. (J. Sup. ot
Works, who was supported by the following officers
and brethren :-Bro. Ungual!, P.M., as LP.M. ;
Bros. Hall , S.W. ; Mercer, J.W. ; J. Hatch , S.W.
281, as S.D. ; Ley as J.D. ; Taylor, I.G. ; Armis-
tead ; W. .1. Sly, E.A.I' .; Watson , Tyler. The
circular convening the meeting having been read,
aud other business transacted , Bro. W. J. Sly va»
passed to the degree of F.C. by the Acting W.M.
Other business connected with the lodge was t ':eu
tra n sacted, and the lodge closed in due form.

Bisuor A UCKLAND , DU R H A M . — Wear Valley
Lodge, No. 1,121. —The regular meeting of thi»
lodge was held at the Savings' Bank on Friday



evening, May 14th. In the unavoidable absence of
the W.M., Bro. the Rev. G. P. Wilkiuson, Bro. G.
Canney, M.D., P.M., presided , and was supported
by Bros. G. Stillman , S.W. ; J. Wyld, J.W. ; T. B.
Thwaites, Treas. ; W. Pawson, Hon. Sec. ; J.
Robson, I.G., &e. Visitor: Bro. John Bowes, 129,
148, 1,051, 1,250, P.M., P.Z., P.PiG.D.C. ; P.P.G.
Reg. Cumberland and Westmorland. The lodge
was opened in due form, when the minutes of the
Erevious meeting were read and confirmed. One

rother was passed, and two raised by the acting
W.M., in a correct and impressive manner, under
the deaconate of Bro. John Bowes. The lodge was
duly closed.

IRELAND.
BANDON .— The Antient Boy no.—A lodge of emer-

gency assembled at the lodge rooms, Devonshire
Arms Hotel, on Wednesday, May 12, at 7 p.m., to
elect officers for the ensuing six months. The at-
tendance was large, and included Steward R.
Trevilian , W.M. ; Williams French, S.W. ; Robert
Sutton, J.W. ; R. Sargeant Topham, S.D. ; Carroll
Dawson, J.D. ; Matthew Lee, I.G. ; Joseph Morris,
G.- Hagarty, W. Belcher, E Olliffe, W. Joyce, R.
W. Dohert}', T. Ruddock , R. Payne, R. Bright,
Alexander Appleby, Wingfield Corley, Walter
Bullen, W. Waugh Fuller, Thomas Peters, S. Cot-
terall, J. Strahan, Wilson, Beviu, Henry G.
Bennett. &c. Brother Williams French was unani-
mously voted to the chair, and the other officers all
?ot a step forward. Bro. Wm. Belcher was elected
.G. Mr. Benjamin Dawson was balloted for, ad-

mitted, and initiated to the degree of Entered
Apprentice. Before the termination of the usual
routine of lodge business, it was proposed, seconded,
and carried with all the honours, "That our Right
Worthy aud Worshi pful Master be presented with a
silver tei service, in recognition of the many valu-
able se rvices he has rendered 'Old 84' during the
last thirty years ; " and a committee was appointed
to carry out this desirable object.

BELFAST.—Lodge of Truth, No. 22 An emer-
gency meeting of this old and flourishing lodge, was
held in the Masonic Rooms, Donegall-p'.ace, on
Tuesday evening last, 18th inst., in the absence of
the W.M., Bro. J. Gelston , P.M. occupied the
chair, the Lodge being opened on the E.A. degree,
Mr. Robert Reid was initiated in the same by Bro.
Gelston. The Lodge was then passed to the F.C.
degree, when Bros. Thos. Craig, Henry Semmend,
and James Brown, who had served a lawful time as
E.A.'s, and having gained sufficient profi ciency in
the same were passed to the degree upon which the
lodge was working by Bro. John Ireland , P.M., 59.
The lodge was then raised, aud Bro. Cherry was in
a very solemn and impressive manner raised to the
sublime degree of M.M. A number of visiting
brethren were present during the evening. The
proceedings terminated shortly after 11 o'clock,
when the lodge was closed iu due form.

(Continued on page 10.)

TEE ROYAL A ROE.

METROPOLITAN-.
British Chapter , No. 8.—This chapter held a con-

vocation on Friday evening, May the 7th , under the
presidency of Companions Jabez Tepper M.E.Z.,
Companion Joh n Thomas Griffith , (M.D.)rL,
and Companion John Braddick Monckton , J., when
the M.E.Z. ably worked the Pedestal and gave
the charges to the Companions. The summer ban-
quet was fixed for the last day of June at the
Crystal Palace. The Companions afterwards had
their usual sumptuous banquet at the tavern ; but
many of them were absent , in consequence of an
entertainmen t given by one of the members of the
Lodge, and which the M.E.Z. was prevented from
attending owing to his duties at the Cliapter.

Panmure Chapter, No. 720.-The quarterly Convo-
cation of this Chapter was held at the Horns Tavern ,
Kenniugto n, whither it had been removed from
Balham , on Monday, the 10th inst., when a good
attendance of Companions gave much interest to the
proceedings. The Chapter was opened by the
M.E.Z., Companion J. Thomas, support ed by nearly
all his Officers. Bros. Samuel Haddock , P.M.,
Charles Milner Haddock, P.M., Abel Perrot, B.A.,
Christopher R. Weguclin , and Joseph Nixon , were
exalted into Royal Arch Masonry. Companion
Samuel C. Davison. B.A., P.H.D., P.Z., No. 198,
was elected a joinin g member. Companion John
Read, P.Z., then most ably installed the principal
officers for the ensuing year, viz :—Companion II.
C. Levander, M.E.Z., Companion E. Worthineton.
II., Companion J. M. Gates, I. The remaining
officers were appointed as follows, Companion James
Stevens, P.Z., Scribe E., Companion Harvey, N.,
Companion J. Nunu , P.Z., Treasurer, Companion
II. Smith, P.S. The Chapter being then closed, the
Companions adjourned to a most excellent banquet
at which the usual Royal Arch toasts were given

and heartily responded to, the evening's entertain-
ment being interspersed with some capital singing.
We congratulate this Chapter upon the great ad-
vantages they have secured by their removal from
so distant a neighbourhood as Balham to a locality
so much more easily reached by its members aud
visitors.

PROVINCIAL.
LEICESTER .—Chapter of Fortitude, No: 279.—A

quarterly convocation of this cliapter was held at
the Freemasons' Hall , on Friday, the 15th inst ,
among the Companions present were W. Kelly, P.Z.
and P.G.H., as M.E.Z ; W. Weare, M.E.Z. as H. ;
H. Kinder , P.Z., as J.; Rev. John Spittal, 11. and
M.E.Z. elect ; L. A. Clarke, J. and H. elect ; and
various other officers and companions. The minutes
having been read aud confirmed on the opening of
the chapter, a board of installed princi pals was
formed, when the Rev. Comp. Spittal , was presented,
and was regularly installed into the Chair of M.E.Z.,
by Comp. Kelly, aud bail the various charges, &c,
addressed to him. The installation of the other
princi pals (Comps. L. A. Clarke aud G. H. Hodges,)
was unavoidably postponed ; the former not arriving
uutilafterthcbnard of installed princi pals was closed ,
and the latter being m Pans. The Comps. being
admitted, a ballot was taken for Bro. Edwin J. Crow,
of St. John's Lodge, No. 279, ami for Bros. J. G. F.
Richardson , and F. Parsons, of the John of Gaunt
Lodge, No. 523, who were duly elected. The
following Comps., who had been elected at the
last convocation , were invested as the officers
for the ensuing year :—W. Kelly, P Z., and P.G.H. ;
Treas., C. Stretton , E. ; S. S. Partridge, N. ; G.
Toller junr., P.S. ; E. W. S. Stanley, A.S. ; C.
Bembridge, Janitor. Bro. Crow being in attendance
was then admitted , and was regularly exalted ; the
ceremony being, for the first time, most efficientl y
performed by the Rev. Comp. Spittal , M.E.Z. ; and
Comp. Toller, P.S. On the conclusion of the
ceremony, Comp. Kelly delivered the Historical,
Symbolical and Mystical Lectures. The Chapter
was closed iu solemn form and with prayer, and the
Comps. adjourned to refreshment , and spent an
hour or two very pleasant y under the presidency
of the newl y-installed M.E.Z, the hi ghly respected
Vicar of St. Andrew 's, Leicester, an active Mason ,
and a son of the late Sir James Spittal , formerly
Lord Provost of Edinburgh, aud Deputy Grand
Master of Scotland.

LANCASTER .— Rowley Chapte r, 1051.—The regular
meeting of this Chapter was held at the Masonic
Rooms, Athenamin , on Monday, 17th May. There
were present the following Companions : Dr. Moore,
M.E.Z. ; Bagnall , II. Mason , J. Hall, Scribe E. ;
Whimfray, as Scribe N. ; Mercer, P.S. ; Bell , Assist.
Soj. ; Taylor, and Watson , Janitor. The minutes of
the last meetings were read , confirmed and signed
by the princi pals. The following Candidates for
exaltation were then balloted for, and unanimousl y
elected:—Bros. C. S. Hope, Linderley Lodge, No.
3074 ; Bros. W. N. Kilburn ; Edmund Simpson
P.M. ; and William He.ild, all of the Lodge of
Fortitude, Lancaster, No. 281 ; and Bro. Heald
being in attendance , was duly exalted to the degree
of Royal Arch. There being i\o other business
before the Chapter, it was closed in due form.

METROPOLITA N.
Kent Lodge of Mark Master Masons.—A meeting

of this lodge was held at the George Hotel, Alder-
manbury. on Tuesday evening, the I lth inst., under
the presidency of the W.M., Bro. Thomas Meggy,
and which was well attended , every officer being in
his place, and there being several visitors and can-
didatesfor advancement. Tho lodge having been duly
opened, and minutes read , ballots were taken for
five out of seven candidates proposed , all of which
proved unanimous. Bros. A. L. Irvine , P.M., the
W.M. ; James Stevens, P.M., the S.W. ; and Eugene
Croiiiu , the Treasurer of the Macdonald Lodge
(Craft), No. 121(5 , were then introduced , and duly
advance^ to the degree of Mark Masters. We hea r
it is the intention of these brethren to form a new
lodge of Mark Mast rs iu connection with their
most excellent Craft Lodge, the high repute of
which is now attracting considerabl e attention
amongst metropolita n Masons. Bros. Driver and
Ewins were also subsequently introduced , and duly
advan ced. Bro. T. M eggy, the W.M., then , in a
most able manner , installed his successor, Brother
Warr, who appointed his officers according to rota,
and the brethren , on the lodge being closed , ad-
journed to refreshment , the usual toasts being given
and responded to ; aud a most satisfactory evening
having been spent by all present, the company
separated.

PROVINCIAL.
M KLTON MOWBRAY— //owe Lodge, No. 21.—The

annual festival of this lodge was held at the George
Hotel, on Thursday, the 13th instant , when , among
the members present, were Bros. Rev. W. Kay
Robinson, W.M. ; Rev. W. Langley, S.W. and W.M,

MARK MASONRY.

elect ; H. Douglas, J.W. ; H.Sharnian , Sec, Bright,
Park, Mark ham , Mann , Seihy, Ferneley, Turville,
and others. The Provincial Grand Master attended
the meeting for the purpose of installing the W.M.
elect. The lodge having been opened by the W.M.,
aud the minutes read and confirmed , a ballot was
taken for Bro. Rippin , of the Rutland Lodge,
No. 1130, who was dul y elected , but was prevented
attending for advancement. Bro. Kelly, P.G.M., then
took the Chair, and , having addressed the prelimi-
nary questions to the W.M. elect, the breth ren be-
low the rank of P.M., retired , and a board of installed
masters having beeu opened , the Rev. Bro. Langley
was installed in due form, after which, on the return
of the brethren , he was proclaimed .and saluted.
The concluding address having been delivered , the
W.M. proceeded to appoint and invest, his officers.
Votes of thanks having been passed to the P.G.M.
and the LP.M., the lodge was closed , and the
brethren adjourned to the banquet.

ORDERS OF CHI VA LR Y.
KNIGHTS TEMl'LAIt.

Temple Crossing Encampment.—The Kni ghts o
the above assembled on Thursday, the loth , at their
field of encampment , Horns Tavern , Kenniugton ,
under the banner of the F..O, Sir Knt. W. N. Rudge,
Prov. Grand Captain, when the Em. Sir Knt. W. F.
Mitchell, Prov. Grand Captain , in his usual impressive
style inaugurated and enthronedSir Knt . Major II. F
Smith , Past Prov. G. Capt., as E.G., who appointed
aud invested as his officers , Sir Kiit. Biron 1st
Capt. Sir Knt. George Harrison , Prov. Grd. Capt.
of Lines, second Capt ; bir Knt' Dr. Lillie, Prov. Grd .
Sub.-Prior. Prelate ; Sir Knt. R. Farra n , Prov. Grd.
Registrar, Registrar ; Sir Knt, W. F. -Mitchell, P.E.C.
as Expert pro. tern. ; and Sir Knt. Vesper , Prov. Grd.
E., as Equerry. The Knts. then adjourned to one of
Bro. Wittel's elegan t banquets. The onl y visitors on
this occasion were the Em. Sir Knt. Blankin , Dep.
Prov. Grd. Commander , and Sir Knt. Cbas. Swan,
Past Grand D.C. We cannot omit noticing Bro.
Whittel's constant attention to the requirements oi
his Masonic patrons , he is now buildin g a new and
convenient ante-room, with store room for Mason ic
furniture , &c.
RED CROSS OF ROME AND CONSTANTINE*

IRELAND.
St. Patrick' s Conclave.—On Thursday evening, May

10th, a meeting of this Conclave was held at theoflices
of Eminent Sir Knt. Woodward. Present the lllus.
Sir Knt. Horner, Inspect*' General for Norfolk ;
Eminent Sir Knts. McGover.-, Forsvthe. Carleton.
and Woodward ; Sir Knts. Wattock , Styles, Scott,
Edwards, and Bouehier. A College of Viceroys
was opened , and Sir Knts. Bouehier and Edwards
were duly consecrated Priests Masons. A Council
of Sovereigns was then opened , aud Sir Knts.
Edwards and Bouehier were duly enthroned as
Sovereigns and Prince Masons. The Conclave was
then opened in due f i rm , and the Illustrious Sir
Knt. Inspector General for Norfolk placed
Eminent Sir Knt, Thomas McGovern , on the
throne of Constantino , stating that pro. tern, hecom-
misioned Sir Knt. McGovern , to act as Deputy
Inspector General for Norfolk. The following
Officers were then appointed to act iu the meetings
of the Order iu Dublin . V. Em. Sir Knt. Forsythe,
Eusebius ; Em. Sir Knt. AVood ward , Senior General ;
Em. Sir Knt. Edward s, Junior General ; Em. Sir
Knt. Bouehier, High Prelate ; Em. Sir Knt.
Carleton , frc-ism-ei- and Recorder ; Sir Knt. Scott,
Prefect ; Sir Knt. Wattock , Standard Bearer ; Sir
Knt. Molloy, Herald ; Sir Knt , Styles, Sentinel.
It was resolved : That as the Grand Imperial Council
granted a special jewel , that a goldeii shamrock be
embroidered in the A prons, Sashes, and Ribbon of
the Knts. of the Saint Patrick's Conclave. It was
resolved : That the Most lllus. Grand Sovereign,
Lord Kenlisand 111. Sir Knt Co!. Burdett , be invited
to dine with the Dublin Knts. It was resolved :
That

^ 
Illustrious Sir Jint. Jlorner , am! Eminent

Sir Kts. McGovern , Fors\ the, and Woodward , form
a committee to prepare bye-law.--. It was resolved :
That in future two guineas be charged on tho
Installation of each Kni ght. It was resolved : That
the names of all Candidates for instal lation at the
next meeting be seat to Km. Sir Knt. Carleton
fourteen days from this date. It was also resolved ,
That immediately the charter is grant'd cj ich Sir
Knt. is expected to procure his proper regalia.
The Conclave was then closed in due form. The
Charter for this Conclave has since been granted,
and we congratulate the Order upon its successful
debut in the sister isle.

Wc paid a fly ing visit on Thursday, the 13th
inst, to this Lodge of Instruction ,which is now held
at the Crown Tavern , Hi gh llolborn. Bro. W.
Long, W.M. -135, occup ied the chair, and assisted by
Bros. Littaur and Berber, worked several of tho
sections in an admirable manner . About 25 brethren
were present during the evening.

WIIITTINGTON LODG K OF INSTRUCTION
No. 862.



girths , l®n;matj.cs, mtir grailjs.
» 

[Announcements of Births, Marriages, and Deaths relating
to the Craft , or their families, will be inserted , free of
charge, if properly authenticated j

BIRTH.
Goocu.—On the 11th instant, at- Drunimond-cottage,

Bournemouth , the wife of Bro. George Goocu (Sec. 195)
of a son.

DEATH.
MUXTZ.—Accidentally killed by a fall , at Guernsey, Bro.

William Henry Muntz , soi of the late G. F. Muntz , Esq.,
M P. for Bii'miiigham.—[Brother Muntz was initiated in
the Dovle's Lodge of Fellowship, No. 81, Guernsey , on
the 12th duly, 1HIJ 7, and installed as a h n i ght of the
Order of Constantino at the formation of the Uoylc Con-
clave, No. 7, on the 20th July, 1868. As a token of
sorrow for his melancholy end both the Lodge and Con-
clave were draped in black at their meetings last week.—
En. F.-}

We are sorry that pressure of matter obliges us to still
further defer the continuation of Bro. Emra Holme s'
tale, and other interesting communications.

%\t Jncnutsflit ,
SATURDAY, MAY 22, 18G9.

THE NEGRO AND THE CRAFT.

Foil some time past our brethren in America,
and especially in Massachusetts, have been de-
bating and agitating the question , "Can a negro
he a Freemason 1" and " Are the members of
coloured lod ges in the United States entitled to
recognition as brethren 1 "

These who take the negative side in the
debate affirm that the negro lod ges are clan-
destine and spurious, inasmuch as they are not
chartered by any of the existing Grand Lod ges
in America. An unprejudiced statement of the
facts of the case may therefore' bo deemed op-
portune, and, fro m the broad humanitarian point
of view, we are satisfied that their disclosure
will add another laurel to tho chnplct which
adorns the brow of our venerable Mother Grand
Lodge, which has over been the champ ion of
toleration , of justice , and of ficedoui.

In the year 1 7SI the Grand Lodge of England ,
in the exercise of its undoubted powers, granted
a charter to Bro. Prince Hall and other coloured
men , residents in the City of Boston , and State
of Massachusetts, empowering thein to meet as a
rpgnlnr Lodge, under the distinctive title of
"The African Lodge, No. 159."

The Lodge was established , and worked suc-
cessfull y for many years under Bro. Hall , who
appears to have been a thoroug h Mason , and a
man of groat intelligence. It is well known
that , after the conclusion of the War of Inde-
pendence, and , in one instance, during its pro-
gress, tho Provincial Grand Lodges in tho
United States disclaimed all alleg iance to (he
foreign grand bodies from which they derived
their existence ; and , in taking this step, they
were perfectl y justified , not only by the exi-
gencies of the political situation , but by every
princi ple of international Masonic law. The

question , however, arises, and Canada furnish es
recent illustrations of the doctrine, " Are lod ges
to be considered spurious or clandestine because
the members prefer working under their original
warrants from a foreign Grand Lodge to joining
a newly erected Masonic ju risdiction in the
state or dominion in which such lodges may be
situated ?" or, in other words, " Was the African
Lodge bound to surrender its warrant from the
Grand Lodge of England , and to apply to the
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts for authority to
work as a lodge '?" We contend it was not, and
hold that the Alma Lodge at Quebec, aud other
-lodges in Canada, owning allegiance at the
present day to Ihe Grand Lodge of England ,
notwithstanding the existence of the Grand
Lodge of Canada, might , with equal reason and
equal justice, bo denounced as illegitimate. We
have now before us a charge delivered by Bro.
Prince Hall, Right Worshipful Master, to the
African Lodge, on the 25th June , 1792 , from
which we deduce the melanchol y conviction
that if our coloured brethren had , at that
period, sought recognition or support from the
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts they would not
have obtained it , so powerful was the demon of
prejudice in those days, and so invincibly rooted
was the senseless anti pathy to the oppressed
children of Africa. Wc must next consider a
point of vital importance , and. if our negro
brethren can offer a satisfactory solution , we
apprehend that their position as Masons will be
legally demonstrated beyond the possibility of
doubt.

[n the first place, '• Can they prove the con-
tinuous existence of the African Lodge fro m its
formation in 1781 down to the union of the
two Grand Lodges of England in 1813, at which
latter period the lodge was undoubtedl y borne
upon tho roll of regular lod ges \ and has the
lodge been working independentl y ever since ?"

As far as our own information extends we
believe that the lodge has hud an uninterrupted
existence since 17S-I, and its non-afliliation to
the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts does not in
anywise affect its Masonic status or legitimacy ;
indeed , its right to exist independentl y is illus-
trated by the fact that , m Boston itself, the
St. Andrew 's Lodge, originall y chartered by the
Grand Lodge of Scotland , for many years re-
mained aloof from the territorial jurisdi ction of
Massachusetts, until , at length , its members
sought admission into the State fold, and were
j oyfull y received , without any ugly question
being raised as to the legality of tlieir previous
position.

The whole subject in dispute , we greatl y fear,
is the eli gibili y of negroes to the privileges of
the Craft , and upon this view of the question we
side at once with the nicu of colour. Caste has
been beaten down by the influence of Free-
masonry, libert y of conscience has been secured
by the steady adoption of Masonic princi ples,
and »hnll we now deny to men of different hue
•A partici pation in those rites which are sym-
bolical of the thousand triumphs of ri ght over
wrong, or those glorious teachings which pro-
claim to nil mank ind  brotherl y love, relief , and
truth ? Happ il y, on this question , the whole
moral power of Eng lish ' Freemasonry is in
accord with the action taken by our forefathers
iu 1781 , when they chartered the African
Lodge, and tho claims »t' our coloured brethren
in f l ic  United Stales will never be ignored by
Knglish brethren , or, wc may add , by any " true
and worth y Freemason , of whatever country,
colour , or clime , throughout the universe."

Hfrtliunt hr fiirto, ax |$aftorac
D'otcs aiiir (^crus.

—?—
Chap ter Centenaries.—We hear a. great deal

now-a-day s about lodges celebrating their centennial
anniversaries, but as yet I have not heard of any
chapters having claimed the privilege of* wearing the
centenary jewel What are our friends of the Chap-
ter of the Nativity, No. 126, Burnley, doing, for in-
stance, or those of the Cana Cliapter, No. 116,
Colne, both of which, I have an impression , were
founded in 1769 ?—A N'TIQUAIUUS.

The Rite of Misraim.—A brother lately en-
quired in THE FKEEMASOX respecting the rite of
Misraim. Any "Tuileur " of the "Ecossais " de-
grees will give him the signs , words, and " attouche-
ments," and a work is, I believe, published in New
York which full y explains the bizarre pretensions of
the system. There are only two members of the rite
existing in Ireland , and it may be said to have died a •
natural death in that country.— VIATO R.

BY WM. .TAMES H UG HAS, P.M., No. 131, TRURO.

No. 1.—MASONIC KNIGHTS TEMPI.AHS.
Although the degree of Masonic Kni ghts Tem-

plars is virtually a Christian organization , and re-
cognizes the " Prince of Peace " as its Chief Captain ,
the following letter from its first Grand Master to
worthy kni ghts, is confirmatory of the fact that the
Order had, notwithstanding, a considerable amount
of warlike enthusiasm about it, which , though con-
trary to tho spirit of Jesus Christ, was after all but
proving them to be genuine followers of the old
Knights Templars, whose delight was in ba ttle,
and whose courage was only surpassed by their
zealous attachment to Christianity.
Kxtrart of a circula r letter fro n the Grami Master of the

Peligiott * and Military Order of Knights Templars in
Eiujhind, to the Chapters of that Confraternity.
Dea r Brother and Knight Companion ,—As the nation is

preparing to guard against an invasion of our enemies, if
iliey should have the temerity to make tin attempt , it is
become my duty, at this important crisis, to request and
require that  such of you as can, without prejudice to your
families , do hold yourselves in readiness (as Knights Tem-
plars) to unite with , and be under the command of the
officers of the military corps stationed iu your respective
counties , as may be most convenient , taking (lie name of
" Prince Edwa rd's Koyal Volunteers.'1 When the important
moment arrives, I shall oiler iny services in the navv or
army •, and , whenever I have the honour to be received , shal l
inform you of iny address and , although we arc prevented
by adverse circumstances from assembling together, where I
might hat o had tlic honour and happiness of commanding in
person , yet. our hearts will be united iu the glorious cause, in
conformity to the sacred obligations we are under. Let our
prayers be addressed to the Throne of Grace, that , as Christ 's
faithful soldiers and servants, we may bo enabled to defend
the  Christian religion , our gracious soverei gn , our laws,
lib-'rtics, and properties, against a rapacious enemy. Let
the word of the day bo "The "A'ill of God; " and let ns
remember that  a ilav—an hour—of virtuous liberty, is worth
a whole eternity of bondage.

The Kni ghts Companions are required to wea r Ihe uniform
of the corps in which they serve as volunteers , with the
Cross of the  Order of the Kni ghts Templar *, on a black
riband between two button-holes , on the breast of the waist-
coat.

Your faithful Brother and Knig ht Companion ,
THOMAS DU.VI 'K ICIII .KV (G.M.)

The following is the copy of a letter from Redruth,
in Cornwall , in answer to the preceding.

Southampton , April 11 tit , A.D. 17!M. A.O., 07G.
Most Kmiiiciit and .Supreme Grain! .Master,—Agre».iblc to

your desires . r igi ,ili ,il  in me by your esteemed favour of the
31 til ul t imo , 1 held a Conclave, of Ihe Order of Kni ghts
Templars in our field cd' Knc.impment , at this place, on
Monday the  L'SlIi iilliino . where ! laid your letter before the
Kni ghts Companions . 1 have the happ iness to inform you
th.it I found thein stedfast in their  rel igious princi ples and
unanimous in their  loyalty and patrioti sm to tlieir long and
country. Two of the Knights Companions are ofliccrs in
the lVnrvn Volunteer Corps an I will  foll.nv your directions
in weiring the Cross ol' the Order, Sic. The rest of the
companions , residing at a d is tmi c from any established
COIJH , will be ready on any emergent occasion to uni te  with
lliem; and they have entered into  a subscri ption (as Knig hts
Templars) to be app lied towards the defence of the country;
and as lli ern is a general subscri pti on at llodmin , fur the
county , and severa l volunteer corps on the coast for local
defence, we beg your opinion and advice how to apply the
money we have subscribed.

1 am (M .K and S.O M.),
Your fa i th fu l and all'ectiomito Ilrothcr aud K.C.,

Iicdruth , 3rd May, 17'Ji. •' K— .
Thos. Duuelieily , I '.f .ii., Hampton Court Palace.

MA SONIC Ai:cu.i:oi.o(iic'Ai. IN STITUTH.—The last
meeting of the s.ssion will be held on Friday evening,
L'Kih May, sit eight o'clock , when a paper will  he read
by Hrother H yde Clarke, I Ion. Treasurer, on "The
History and Kc'.al 'ur.is of iMVe'.misonry in I'Vance."
Masons not members i n a y u p p ly to Ibolher  W. T. Mar-
chiini , Hon. Sec, 103. Creat ' Russell-street , \V C.—
Advt.

EXCERPTS FROM A MASONIC SCRAP-
BOOK.

•' My Own Philology," by A. Tuder.
41 Masonic Monthly" for April , lios'.on, Mass., U.S.A.
" Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Canada."
** Annual Report of Grand Chapter of Scotland,'* per Comp.

Huglian , an Hon. Member.
"The Freemason ," St. Louis, Mo., U.S.A., for 1 May.

BOOKS RECEIVED.

THB FniinuAsos is published on Saturday Jfornings in tirao
for tho early trains.

The piico of Tim FREmttsoN is Twoponeo per week;
quarterly subscription (including postage) 3s. 3d.

Annual Subscription , 12s. Subscriptions payablo in advance.
All communications , letters, Ac., to be addressed to the

EDITOII , 3 Si 4, J.ittlo llritain , i;.0.
The Kditor will pay carefu l attention to 011MS3. entrusted to

him, but cannot undertake to return thorn unless accompanied
by postago stamps.



INSTALLATION FESTIVAL OF THE GRE Y
FRIARS' LODGE. EEADING, No. 1101.

[FROM OUR SPECIAL REPORTER .]
The Installation Festival of this highly flourishing

Lodge, established some fotir or five years ago, took
rplace on Tuesday uuder most auspicious circum-
stances. The Lodge, held in the Masonic Hall,
'Geffries-road , was attended by nearly 70 of the
•breth ren. The chief business was the initiation of
Mr. Alfred Gooeh (sou of Bro. Sir Daniel Gooch ,
Bart., M.P. aud Prov. Grand Master), and the install-

ation of Bro. R. C. Hurley as WM. Bro. W. Biggs,
of Beading (whose labours and enthusiasm in the

• cause of Masonry are well known), performed both
¦ ceremonies most impressively. The musical arrange-
ments for the day were under the direction of Bro.
Tolley, P.P.G 0., assisted by Bros. Marriott, Briggs,
And Barrett , of St. George's Chapel Royal,"Windsor,
and afforded much pleasure to the brethren.

After the "W.M. bad been duly installed , be pro-
ceeded to invest the following officers of the Lodge :
Bro. J. Weightman, S.W.; Bro. G. Chancellor, J.W.;
Bro. H.J. Simpson , Chaplain ; Bro. J. Greenfield ,

: Secretary ; Bro. E. J. Tabor, S.D. ; Bro. Godsmark ,
-.T.I).; Bro. J". T. Brown , I.G. • Bros. Stransou and
Freeman, S. A Past Master's Jewel was presented
to Bro. Alexander Beale, I.P.M., in recognition of
'i.be zeal, efficiency, and courtesy which he displayed
during his year of office.

Iu the evening a banquet took place at the George
Hotel, and the room was almost inconveniently full.
The banquet was admirably served by Bro. George
Pontiu. The chair was taken by Bro. R. C. Hurley,
W.M., of the Grey Friars' Lodge, and amongst those
pressnt were Bros. Sir D. Goocti, Bart., M.P., P.G.M.,
the Rev. Sir J. W. Hayes, Bart , P.G.C., J. 11 Steb-
bino- (Southampton), P.M., P.G.D., of England ; R.
J. Spiers (Oxford), P.G.S.B., the Rev. R. J. Simpson ,
P.G.O., E. G. Bruton (Oxford) P.M., S. Whittey,
D.P.G.M. for Wilts, R. S. Hnlbert (Basingstoke),
P.P.G.S.W., Hants, F. A. Bulley, P.M., W. Biggs,
P.M., G. Botly, P.M. (414), John Dew, Basingstoke),
P.M.., J. W. Blowers, W.M. (414), J. W. Wynne,
P.M., John Ellis, P.M., A. Sellar, P.M., James
Harris, W.M., W. W. Wvnne, W.M . (101), Lovatt,
(52G), J. AV. Hounalow, J. W. 414), C. W. Wynd-
liam, P.M., P. Stokes, S. (414), 11. Cave, Arthur
Welch, Alfred W. Goocli , fJ. Anns, R C. Shettle,
H. P. Dowaon. It. Bradley, S.D. (414), F. C.
Warner, h. D. Awberv, W. C. Jameson, 1*. Wam-
eott, W. Simpson, G. i'arfitt, W. A. Danett, J.W.
(1044), &c.

The W. M. first proposed " The Queen and Craft,"
remarking that as 103'al citizens aud as good Masons
they would drink the toast with the greatest plea-
sure and the most hearty enthusiasm.

The" W.M. next gave '"The Ri ght Hon. and the
Most Worshipful the Grand Master, and the Grand
Officers of England, past and present. " The Earl
of Zetland had now held his high position as a
Grand Master for a quarter of a century. It was
thought that at the termination of the present year
he .would retire from that position , and should he

•do so he would cany with him the gratitude and
the. respect of the Craft.

Bro. SHBRS, D.P.G.M.. (Oxford), responded on
hehalf of the Grand Officers '. They had reason to
feel proud of being connected with such a body,
and they had especial reason to be proud of their
Grand Master, whoso service to the Craft had been
so great, and so numerous for many years. (Cheers.)
The position which the E:ul de Grey and liipnn ,
their Deputy Grand Master now 'held, Rhowed
that they were able to attract to their order men
eminent in the State. The President of the Council
(Lord de Grey and I'.ipon) had worked as a Mason
with that thoroughness, for which our countrymen
were distinguished. Mr. Dodson , Chairman of the
Committee of the House of Commons , had also
taken office in Grand Lodge. The Prov. Grand
Master (Sir Daniel Gooch ,) also though his duties
were so multifarious, though he had charge of that
wonderful undertaking, the Great Western Rail-
way Company, though he was one of those who
were engaged in casting a girdle, round the Earth ,
and though he took part in the legislation of the

¦country, hai l yet found time to devote to the inter-
est of Masonry. (Cheers.) In conclusion liro.
Spiers expressed the gratification it had afforded
him to be present, and observe how admirably the
work was done iu Grey friars Lodge. He honed the
Lodge would continue to prosper. Cheers.)

The W.M. rose and said the next toast might be
truthfully designated the toast of the evening, it
was "The Hea lth of the Provincial Grand Master,
Bro. Sir Daniel Gooch." Loud cheers.) He, (the
W.M.,) regarded it as a very great privilege to have
the honour of occupying tho chair on the occasion of
the Provincial Grand Master's first visit in that
capacity to the town of Reading (cheers), and in the
name of the (iro v Friars Lodge, he begged to give
him a hearty welcome (cheers), and to thank him ,
not only for being present, but also for giving his
Jinme as a honorary member of the lodge. (Cheers.)
For the last ten years, ever since the resignation of

the late Marquis of Devonshire, the provinces of
Berks and Bucks, had beeii represented by the
Grand Eeeistrar. Br. Melntyre had discharged the
duties of tlie office with great ability, but he had
other counties to attend to as well as a great deal of
other Masonic business. They hailed, therefore,
with peculiar pleasure, the appointment of the office
of so excellent a mason and so good a man as Sir
Daniel Gooch . (Loud cheers.) He, (the W.M.),
sincerely hoped that it might please the Great
Architect of the Universe long to spare the life of
their distinguished Brother, Sir Daniel, in health
and strength. (Loud cheers.)

The P.G.M., SIR DANIEL Goocir, who on rising
was mosi warmly cheered , said that he was ex-
tremely obliged to the brethren for having received
the last toast in a manner so cordial and so kind. It
had been to him a great pleasure to he present that-
day. He could assure them that he had not taken
upon himself the responsibilities of the office to
which the Grand Master had appointed him without
a thorough determination to perform his duties in a
way which should, he hoped , meet with their appro-
bation aud respect. (Cheers.) In order to do his
duties to the satisfaction of the province and him-
self, he felt that he must have extended to him that
Masonic charity for his short comings, and that
cordial support in his efforts , which be was confident
he should not fail -to receive. (Cheers.) Under such
circumstances he believed that the province would
continue to prosper, and would hold no mean posi-
tion amongst the provinces of the land. (Cheers.)
But the present had been to him a most gratifying
occasion for a personal reason, b.cause he had seen
his own son initiated into Masonry. (Cheers ) It
was many years since he (Sir Daniel) was initiated
and he was pleased to say he had never regretted
that step. (Cheers.) The ceremony had made a
deep impression on his miud ,*and he did not doubt
that it had also done so on the mind of his (Sir
Daniel's) son, seing that that ceremony had been
performed by Bro. Biggs with the utmost accuracy of
lauguage, and the most perfect correctness of feel-
ing. (Cheers.) Now that his son had been initiated,
he (Sir D. Gooch ,) felt that as his father, and also
as his brother (cheers and laughter), he should be
able to teach him some of the mysteries of science.
He (the P.G.M.,) would conclude b\' thanking him
for the kind invitation they had sent to him , and for
the hearty welcome they had given him. He hoped
to visit the other lodges in the province, and make
himself, as far as he could , acquai n ted with the whole
Craft.

P.M. Lr.i.is gave the next toast , " Ihe Very Wor-
shipful the Rev. Sir J. W. Hayes, Bart., the Deputy
Provincial Grand Master, and Grand Officers of the
Province, past and present." Sir John Hayes held a
distinguished position in the province , and he was also
a member of the Grand Lodge. Ho had shown him-
self fully equal to the requirements of his office , and
his qualifications were so high that he had filled , in
the absence of. Lord Zetland, the office of Grand
Master. (Loud cheers.)

Bro. Sir J. W. II AYKS , P.G.C., iu responding , said
that it ought to be the laudabl e ambition ol all the
Brethren to aspire to hold office in the Provincial
Grand Lodge. There were not many offices at the
disposal of the Provincial Grand Muster ; but he was
quite sure that Sir D. Goocl i would take every means
to ascertain who were the most fit to fill t lie offices.
(Cheers.) He begged to propose " '1 he Right Wor-
shi pful P.G.M., the Deputy P.G.M., aud the Grand
Officers of ihe Province of Wilts ." They were very
much obliged to the Province of Wills for sending to
this Province the P.G.M. elect (cheers and laug hter) ;
it was a very great kindness , and the Province of
Berks and Bucks would endeavour to show itself
grateful. (Cheers and laughter.)

Bro. S. WITTKY , D.P.G. M. for Wilts , in responding
lo the toasts, alluded to the loss which that province
would sustain iu consequence of the services of Sir
I). Gooch being transferred to another province.
Brother Wittev then referred , in very complimentary
terms, to the working of the Greyfriars Lodge, and
expressed the pleasure which it. had afforded him to
be present.

Bro. the Rev. R. J. SIMPSON', Grand Chanl.iin ,said
that as "out of the abundance of the heart the
inuutli  spcakcth ," and therefore lliev would allow him,
before he proposed (lie (oast entrusted to him , to
di gress for a minute or two. He could not but ex-
press the deep satisfaction which he felt at seeing the
admirable way in which the work of the lodge w.-is
done , and he could not but. think that the manner in
which the ceremony of installation had been performed
by Bro. lliggs must have impressed (horn with a sense
of the.generous sentiments and the lofty princi ples of
the brotherhood to which they belonged. He must
thank them for having again elected him as Chaplain
to the lod ge, He felt this honour the more because
he was not able to do more tha n to atten d , as he
always did with great pleasure, tlieir annual gatherings,
lie begged now lo propose "The Masonic Charities,"
He was pleased to see this toast take so good a posi-
tion in the programme of the evening, coining as it

did even before the proposal of the toast of the W.M.
of their own lodge. This evidenced that they thought
of the Masonic Charities first and of themselves after-
wards, which was only what was to be expected of a
lodge which had sent a steward to the Girl's School
and festival, and had sent that steward tenth on the
list in respect of the amount of the donations en trusted
to him. (cheers.) He had taken the opportunity on
a former occasion , and he would now do so again , of
recommending those who were interested i'n those
Masonic Charities to go and see them themselves, j  He
believed that, the Girls' School was the first school of
the kind in England. For the Boys' School a sum of
£12,000 had been raised through the munificence of
Masons, and the school was most admirably con-
ducted . There was also provision made for the
comfort and the support of aged Freemasons. He
believed that if they could only read the history
of some of these children and of their families ;
if they could trace the career of some of these
p oor aged Masons—(what struggles they had had,
what reverses they had experienced , what distress they
had endured)—they would learn to value even more
highly than at present the work which these charities
were doing. They had reason to believe that in no
case had the children , educated in these schools,
turned out otherwise than well. This was a most
eloquent fact. It showed that the money was not
misspent, and that the labour was not thrown away.
And when Brethren were enjoying themselves in so-
cial harmony he trusted the}' would never forget the
claims of the poorer brethren , for Masons should
never cease to remember that charity was the sun , the
centre around which all Masonic action should re-
volve. He hoped that they would not only hear of
th ese charities, and read of them, aud see them , but
that they would value, admire, and support them.
(Loud cheers.)

Bro. STEBUING responded on behalf of the Ma-
sonic Charities in an eloquen t speech.

Bro. Sir D. Goocu next , in complimen tary terms,
proposed the health of the W.M., Bro. Hurley.

The W.M. suitably responded.
The health of the Installing Master, Brother W.

BIGGS, was next proposed , and responded to by that
gentleman in suitable terms.

One or two other toasts having been drunk, the
proceedings terminated. 1 he banquet was acknow-
ledged to be one of the most agreeable and successful
gatherings of the kind ever held in Reading.

The whole arrangements were carefully and com-
pletely made, and admirably carried out.

LODGE OF BEVEVOLENCE.
The monthly meeting of the Lodge of Benevolence,

was held at Freemasons' Hall , on Wednesday, the
19th instant , under the presidency of Brother
J. Newton Tomkins, P.G.D. Seventeen cases
were relieved to the exten t of £150, and 3 were re-
commended to Grand Lodge for grants of £30 each .
Among other Grand Officers present, wo noticed Bros.
J. Nunn , J. Brett, J. M. Clabon , J. Hervey, J.
Smith, W. Otigh, E. Busher, Rev. C. J. Martyn , E.
II. Patten , J. Savage, aud J. Udall.

PLANTAGENET PRECEPTORY OF IN-
STRUCTION.

A monthly meeting was held at the Lyceum
Tavern on Thursday, the 20th inst. Sir Knights
Major-Genl. G. B. Minibeo, Hon. E. Boper-Cni-zon ,
,1, G. Marsh , R. W. Little, A. J. Lewis, T. Simile,
J. Brett , .V. Mayo, .1. Boyd , G. S. States, C. Hai gh ,
I'YWaltors, Dr. Bringloe, W.Adains, D. R. Still , and
T. Otthitt were amongst those present. The cere-
mony of installation was ably worked , Sir Kni ght
Lewis being the presiding officer. Four new mem-
bers were ej ected.

This Chapter of Instruction , was formal ly re-
opened on Saturday, the 15th inst., at the Horns
Tavern , Kenniugton , under the auspices of Comp :
I!. Wentworth Li ttlej as Preceptor, who officiated
as Al.h./j ; assisted by Comps. C. Hosgood, as 11.
J. Nunn , as .].; W. Dod.l , S.E. ; II. Webb , S.N. ;
J. Mayo, P. S. ; J. Brett, P.Z. ; President of the
Metropolitan Cliapter of Instruction , E. Clark, H.
Alhnaii. J. G. Marsh , W. West Smith , &c. The
ceremony of exaltation was rehearsed , after which
Com. Brett , worked the first clause of the first
section. Five new member* were elected , and the
officers chosen for the next meeting on the 20th
inst., wore Comps. Hosgood , 'A.; Nunn , 11.; Clark ,
J.; and Dodd , P.S. The Companions residing iu
the Southern districts of the metropolis, have now
therefore an opportunity of obtaining instruction
in the Royal A rch ceremonies , in their own locality,
and we hope they will attend the Doinatie Chapter
of Instruction iu large numbers.

DOMATIC CHAPTER OK INSTRUCTION,
No. 177.



dDrigiiral CoiTcsponfrnvcx.

[The Editor is not responsible for the opinions expressed by
Correspondents.]

ROYAL MASONIC INSTITUTIO N FOR
, GIRLS.

(To the Editor of the Freemason.)
DEAR SIR AND BROTHKR,—I am glad to observe

that Bro. Hemsworth has led the way to an expose of
the shameful manner in which the stewards and their
guests were treated at the recent Girls' School Festival
by the incompetent persons who apparen tly had
charge of the festival arrangements. l ean bear tes-
timony to the fact that I had to leave my seat to go in
quest of wine for the brethren at my table, when upon
handing my card to the waiter in charge of the wine,
the fellow absolutely refused to attend to it, and told
me in a most flippant and insolent manner that "he
knew nobody and would know nobody," although at
the same moment he supplied another steward whose
name I am prepared to state, with all that he re-
quired. I am bound to add , and I do so with plea-
sure, that Bro. Gosden , the Man ager, when appealed to
in the course of the evening respecting the scanty-supply
of wine, very readily did all in his power to remedy
matters, but it is too bad that the stewards should bo
placed at tho mercy of his petty subordinates, and
insulted when asking for what is bur and proper.

I take this opportunity ofstating th.it the amount
of my list was incorrectly announced at the Festival as
£47 5s. Od., when it was in reality £55 13s. Od.

Yours fraternally,
THOMAS CUBITT,

P.M., and Steward, Bedford Lodge/No. 157.

of the Grand Registrar legitimate, inasmuch as that
he appears to have been commissioned by the
D.G.M. to examine into the worth and value of the
so-called mysteries, and that after a cursory review
of the same he ignored tlieir worth. Now, it ap-
pears to me that if any records ever kept by men

CELESTIAL MYSTERIES. '

(To the Editor of the Freemason .)
SIP.,—Though not a brother, perhaps you would

allow me the liberty of say ing my say anent Mr.
Henry Melville's discoveries, to which it appears
you have commenced to call public attention. First,
allow me to remark that I do not think your defence

are of value, these that Brother M'lntire ignores
are of the highest. Mr. Melville appears to possess
a key to the groundworks of all establishments and
to all sublunary customs, and, I am told, can give
chapter and verse for the foundations of every reli-
gion. I say that I am told so, as I have not had
the opportunity of making Mr. Melville's acquaint-
ance, and only know him through the representa-
tions of a mutual friend ; but though I differ from
some of his statements (for instance, his assertion
that Sagitaries is a while horse, though he opens the
year at black midnight) , yet so high is mv opinion
of the value ot the mysteries, that, if the Free-
masons decline to receive them, I shall be only too
happy to offer £20 towards a public subscri ption ,
which I trust will be raised , to purchase them from
Air. Melville ; and I see no reason why the sub-
scription should not run up to fifty, or even a hun-
dred thousand pounds, when it becomes known that
the different peoples of the earth are entitled to
hold peacefully their several religions, and that this
position can be proven by Brother Melville's dis-
coveries.

Allow me, Sir, the honour of remaining,
Your obedient servant ,

A TUDER.

MASONIC RITUAL.
(To the. Editor of the Freem ason.)

DEAR SIR AND BROTHKU ,—Your readers will
find little of either pleasure or profit in a war of
mere contradiction between "Leo " and myself, on
a matter which any well-informed Mason is equall y
qualified to decide. I referred to the Ritual of
Craft Masonry as being preserved "by tradition
only," and I conceive, in spite of "Leo's " repeated
contradictions, that I have ampl y justified my asser-
tion. However, for " Leo's " satisfaction , and to
close au unprofitable controversy, [ beg respectfully
to reter the question to you. Ihe correspondence
is before you, and I shall be greatly obliged by your
expressing your opinion on the point at issue in the
columns of your paper.

1 remain, dear Sir and Brother,
Very fraternally yours,

DELTA.

THE ROMISH ANTI-MASONIC BOGLE.
To the Editor of the Fre emason.

Sin AND Bito.,—I fear vour correspondent " Anti-
Humbug" iw ho appears in yours of the 8th , labours
under the disadvantage of not being fully informed
on the state ot Masonry i„ Ireland , and (as I presume
he is a. Mason), will be glad to learn that although

Cardinal Cullen did publish a manifesto interdicting
any one under his jurisdiction to attend our late
Masonic Ball, that those of his flock who have the
honour to be Freemasons, had from their experience
good sense to know that his eminence, although he
may control them in his own circle of rights, could not
affect them as Freemasons, and that, therefore, there
was not " an universal skedaddle," but that many
good and worthy Soman Catholic brethren and their
families did attend to enjoy the festive scene; 'tis true
some outsiders may have invented imag inary sick
aunts or may have suddenly have afflicted an old
grandmother with imaginary rheumatics as an excuse
to avoid making " one of the party ;" but even those
were very few, and many of our mo.st anxious working
stewards were from our Soman Catholic brethren ,
whose families were hoard to express their admiration
for Masonry, and to wonder how so respectable a i
old gentleman could express a sentiment antagonistic
to such splendour, order, and regularity. I have thus
far intruded on your space fearing our brethren else-
where might think Masonry in Ireland , and especially
in Dublin , was screwed together so loosely as that any
one man not in authority could interfere with its wis •
dom , strength , and beauty. Our position will be
readily understood when I state that, independent of
Cardinal Cullen and " all his merrie men ," we nius
tered 3,000 at our Ball, and by the reception given to
our royal guest, proved that Masons have for a motto,
" Fear God, honour the King," and that peace, love,
and charity, are amongst our precepts.

Again, at the presentation of premiums to our
orphan girls a week later, we numbered 5,000. These
little facts will explain to " Anti-IIumbug" that no
matter how wc may be classed amongst Fenians,
Ribbon-men, &c, it has not impeded our progress,
although I am free to admit that the sanction of His
Eminence might make us even more numerous but less
respectable. As to "A. IPs" allusion to the " Latini
crucis," I think that good taste ought to prevent the
introduction of sectarian matters into Masonic writings.
Such ice strictly forbid—and we cannot forget that
amongst us . are many brethren Israelites, whom we
respect ; also I object to the emblems of Christianity
being burlesqued by being made to represent the ac-
knowled gment to the Cardinal for " success" he never
attained.

Yours faithfully,
Dublin , Mav 12th, 1809. T. B., P.M., 171.

MASONRY AND THE NUMBER SEVEN.
(To the Editor of The Freemason.)

DK V R  SIR AND BROTHER ,— There seems at pre-
sent to be a, strong wind blowing towards our Ma-
sonic camp from the mystical world. We have
been favoured with a current of " Masonic celestial
mysteries,' and now, as above, we have also had a
taste of ''• Masonic numerical mysteries." These
might have beeu of some use had whatever was in-
tended to be deduced from them been brought to a
definite point , or to some logical conclusion, or had
they beeu laid down so as to properly illustrate
some definite or particular M asonic idea ; but no !
the subjects were mysterious, consequently they, I
would suppose, served their purpose if they mysti-
fied tlieir readeis; they might therefore perhaps
pass as being interesting, not instructive. After
perusing them , I can only exclaim , with Dominie
Sampson , " Prodigious ! "

In regard to " The scale of the Number Seven ,''
Bro. '' Cryptonymus " says : "I can only beg my
readers to ponder well tho profound symbolism
contained in the above table." I can see nothing
particularly " profound " in it — e. g., " seven
planets are mentioued ; but there are more than
"seven planets " in our Solar system, and the
"Moon " is not a Planet. "Seven animals " are
named ; but why give the " Lion " and the "Cat "
when they are both of the same species ? " Seven
members " are given ; but what about the omission
of the tongue, the stomach , the liver, &c. ? and as
to the " name of God with seven letters," I find a
writer saying—"The Assyrians called him A dad ;
the Egyptians, Amun ; the Persians, Syre ; the
Greeks, Theos (the th forming one letter) ; and the
Latins, Deus." All four letters.

As to my remark about the "Moon not being
a planet, " Cryptonymus " may say that the an-
cients only knew of the above as " the seven
planets ;" but I answer, supposing that to be the
case, what about the '' seven members ? "

Then , coming to more immediate Masonic mat-
ters, we arc told " it has always been within the
power and discretion of the Master for the time
being to ordain who shall bear these select and
honourable burthens." Now, that may be the caso
in England, but it is not so iu Scotland, where all
the ollicers are elective,- only in some lodges the
R.W.M. has the privilege of appointing either his
S.W. or his Depute. I shall not say which system
may be the best, as both may have particular ad-
vantages. A gain , the Secretary and Treasurer are
set aside, not being " contemp lated in the original
plan ." That must surely be a mistake, as the Trea-
surer, c.g,  is one of the most important ollicers,
seeing that in all well regulated societies the

labourer is worthy of his hire, which he of course
cannot receive unless money for that 'purpose be col-
lected and taken charge of by some one. However
that is simply a suggestion ; but I may observe that
last century some lodges had no such officers as the
" two deacons," having, e. g., a Master ; S.W. ;
J.W. ; S. St. ; J. St. ; Secretary, Treasurer, and
Tyler ; in all eight. I might suggest the following
arrangement as perhaps a giving-in to the number
seven idea. Master (i), Wardens (2), Deacons (3),
Secretary (4), Treasurer (5), I.G. (<S). Tyler (7).
However, in looking at it from a Scottish point-
of view, I would ask what j. uthority there is for
saying that "a Senior and a Junior Deacon" date
from "Operative Masonry ?" The old Operative
Scottish Lodges, if I remember correctly, had only
one Deacon, who was the Master. "Dekin" being
the tit.'e of the princi pal office-bearer, therefore, it
would seem that the selection given by " Cryptony-
mus," instead of being an old "landmark," is simply
a new arrangement of last century ; however, if
Bro. "Cryptonymus" can give the name of any lodge
which had that arrangement of officers , and set them
to work, previous to A.D. 1700, 1 shall be glad to
hear of it. I am, yours fraternal ly,

LEO.

PRESENTATION OF ADDRESSES TO SIR
R. A. S. ADAIR , BART.,  R.W.P.G.M.

A large gathering ot the Brethren of the Craft
belonging to the Lodges in the provinceofSuflblkmetat
the Masonic Hall , Ipswich , on Saturday last , for the
purpose of honouring thei r highly-esteemed P.G.M.,
Sir Robt. Alex. Shaft o Adair, Bart., A D C. to the
Queen , &c, &c. Severa l addresses of condolence on
the death of the P.G. Master's father, and congratula-
tion on _ the accession of the present Baronet to the
family titles and estates, had been voted to him by
the Lodges of the province , but it was thought that a
meeting of the representatives of each Lodge should
be held at Ipswich , when all the addresses should be
presented to tlieir worth y chief in person.

This arrangement was carried out as above, when
between sixty and seventy Brethren assembled in the
beautifully decorated Lodge-room, which was on this
occasion greatly admired by those who saw it for the
first time since its completion .

Amongs t those present we observed many present
and past Provincial Grand Officers , as well as many
of the present Worshi pful Musters of Suffolk Lodges.

The R.W.P.G.M. having been escorted from tho
reception room by his P.G. Officers , to the Hall was
received by the Brethren with the usual Masonic
salute, and having taken bis sent on the dais, the
presentation of theaddresses, accompanied by suitable
observations fro m each brother having charge of the
same, were presented in the following order: 

From the Ollicers of the Prov. Grand Lodge, bv tho
AV.D.P.G.M. ° }

Unity (LowestolT), by Bro. Major Allez,P.P.S.G.W
Doric (Woodbrid ge), by Bro. Grissing, P.P.J .G.W. .
British Union (Ipswich), by Bro. Boby, W.M.
St. Luke's (I pswich), by P°. M. Davy.
Virtue and Silence (Hadleigh), by Bro. Pettit,

P.P.G.S. of W.
Perfect Friendshi p (Ipswich), by Br. Staddon , W.M.
Prudeiice(Halesworth), by Br. Strathern , P. P.J.G.W.
Phoenix (Stowniarkcl), by Bro. Freeman , P.G.

Treas.
Fidelity (Kramlingham), by Bro. Jennings, W.M.
Wnveney (Himgay), by Bro. Able, W.M.
Prince of Wales (I pswich), by Bro. Rev. R. A.

Sanderson , P.P.G.G, W.M.
_ Royal St. Edmunds (IJury St. Edmunds), by Bro..

Thompson , W.M.
Brother Norman , P.P.G.O. Norfolk, in tho

absence of the P.G. Organic, kindly presided at the
organ.

At the conclusion of tho presentation the R.W.
P.G.M . briefl y addressed the Brethren , thanking
them for tlieir sympath y in the loss he had sustained,
and for their good wishes towards him. and he trusted
that he should bo able to faithfully discharge the
duties ot the responsible position he had been called
upon to fill .

The P.G.M. was then escorted to the banqueting
room , where an elegant collation had been set out,
the tables being very nicely decorated wi th  flowers.
A massive silver fountain (which had been kindl y lent
for the occasion by Bro. Callaway), occupied the
centre of the table, throwing out a jet of " Masonic
Bouquet."

The D.P.G.M. occupied the chair, and was
supported by about fifty Brethren.

1 he repast was considered by the Brethren to be
the choicest seen for some time, and was supp lied by
the brother appointed by the "Prince of Wales "
Lodge, whose members erected the Hall.

The Brethren having done justi ce to the good
things, and graco said by the P.P.G. Chap lain
Bro. Sanderson , the Chairman gave the usual loyal'
ami masonic toasts,' fol lowed by the health of their
honored guest , which was Mutably responded to by
the P.G.M. Several other toasts fulloued , and it
was a general remark that the assembly had been
a most successful one.



THE ORIGIN OF FREEMASONRY AND MR.
DES2HEIIY.

The following letter appeared in The Irish Times of
the 5th instant :—

(To the Editor.)

"Sir,—Mr. Cornelius Dennehy has done his best to
convince the public that on the above subject , at least
the oracle, has spoken all throughout his letter, which
was evidently prepared as an appendix to certain
denunciatory epistles. At the outset Mr. Dennehy
says, ' It will be a surprise to some Freemasons to be
told what was really the origin of Modern Masonry.'
No doubt they have been surprised and amused too.
Surprised at Air. Dennehy becoming a public in-
structor on such a subject, and amused at his cool
assurance in supposing that his unsupporte d assertions
will be taken as historic facts. Of course Mr. Dennehy
has a right to form, hold , and propagate his opinions
on this and on .other subjects. He is a J.P., a very
useful T.C., and a most respectable man , but if he
knows anything he must know -that all these things
combined do not suffice to constitute him an authority
on history, lie has written as such, disdaining to
give any reference by which his statements can be
verified. His assumption and opinion are valuable, in
their way. But op inion and fact arc two very differ-
ent things. The two poi n ts in Mr. Dennhey's letter
arc—first , that Modern Masonry was founded in the
seventeenth century by one Elias Ashniole, a trooper
in Cromwell's army, and a dabbler in astrology.
Second , that the guilds of Freemasons which undoubt-
edly existed in the early ages had nothing in common
with Modem Masonry. It I prove tho latter assump-
tion to be false, Mr. Elias Ashniole may safely be left
to take care of himself. 'The Priests of Dionysius ,.'
says Dr. Mackey in his valuable work on Freemasonry,
' having devoted themselves to architectura l pursuits ,
established about 1,000 years before the Christian era,
a society of builders iu Asia Minor , who are styled by
the ancient writers ' the Fra ternity of Dionysiau
Architects, and to the society was exclusively confined
the privilege of erecting temples and other public
buildings.' This is the origin of those ' travelling
guilds,' the existence of which at an early date is
conceded by Mr. Dennehy. That they had some-
thing iu common with modern Masonry is evi-
dent, for instance, ' the more opulent were sa-
credly bound to provide for tho exigencies of the
poorer i.retliren , a leading characteristic of Ma-
sonry as it exists now. They were divided into
lodges, :uul governed by wardens and masters, jn.st as
the Masons of to day, and in their ceremonial ob-
servances used many of the imp lements which are still
to be found among the Order, and above all , they
used a universal language, by which one brother could
distinguish another in the dark as wel l as in the light ,
which is also one of the attributes of Masonry of the
present time. This Order existed at the time of the
building of the Temple, and numbered amongst its
members Hiram , the widow 's son , to whom Solomon
entrusted the superintendence of the workmen of this
frcat work. Their architectural priests mingled with

cwish workmen , and invited thein to joi n the Order.
This was done for long after the comp letion of the
work and dispersion of the builders. Wo find the
Order existing in .ludea under the name of Esseman
Fraternity . From Judea it is said to have been in-
troduced into Greece by the Grecian sage Pythagoras.
Whether this be accurate, or whether the frequent
and continued co niuunication between Europe and
Pidestinu led to its introduction , I cannot say,
but it is certain , and Mr . Denneh y admits it , that
at a very early period bodies of travelling Masons
existed on the continent for a long time. They re-
ceived the protection ami enjoyed the patronage of
the chu rch and the nobility, until the former, be-
coming alarmed nt the increase of their numbers and
the extension ot then- privileges, began to prosecute
them , which eventuall y led to their repression.
Many lodges, however, had been established in Great
Britain , notabl y those at York, in Eng land , and Kil-
winning, iu Scotland, fro m which places the Order has
continued to be disseminated fro m that duv to this.
At York, iu O-'fi , Prince Edwin assembled the Eng-
lish Masons, and constituted the first English Grand
Lodge. From this assembly, convened a long time
before Mr. Elias Ashniole was born , all the existing
English anil American lod ges derive their authority.
This is the real history of Freemasonry, of which Mr.
Dennehy has given a burlesque. As to the reasoning
which follows the historic narrative it is equally fiil-
lacious. Xo Freemason ever su'd that Protes tantism
required to be aided by Masons in teaching the fun-
damentals of reli gion and morality. The idea is a
creation of Mr. Dcnnch y's brain—a mere play of
fancy. Again , Mr. Dennehy says he is convinced
all secret societies have been a curse and a calamity.
A ssertion again convinced. What evidence is Mr
D. prepared to show iu support of his indictment of
Freemasonry V Where is the mischief that has ever
been wrought?  Where the calamities that have fol-
lowed iu its train ? Mi-. Dc.uneliy knows he cannot
lay any charge against the order, therefore he simply
savs—I am convinced ! I don't care about a man

being convinced. I want to know that which con-
vinced him , to get at his facts. The real truth of
the matter is that every tree must be iudged by its
fruits. If the fruit be good , lee the tree be carefully
tended ; if the fruit be bad, let the tree be hewn down
aud cast into the . fire. Secret societies are not
crushed amongst the peasantry unless they are
treasonable societies. Ilierefore, the answer to
Mr. D. is, that no one asks to crush secret societies as
such, Fancy the Foresters, the Oddfellows, the
Templars, the Kecluibites, and other societies being
crushed because they are secret—tho idea is ridiculous.
Mr. D. may rest assured, when he expresses his con-
victions that the time has arrived for the abolition of
all secret societies, that he has the luxury of living
before the age. The time has not yet come; and
although he prefers to let his good actions be seen,
he must remember there are still a few men in the
world who prefer to do good by stealth, and who
blush to find it fame.

" Your obedient servan t,
"JAMES II. NORTH:.

" 84, Abbey-street."

SOYAL MASONIC BENEVOLENT
INSTITUTION.

We are informed that the next Anniversary Festi-
val of this deserving Institution, will be held on the
26th January, 1870, under the presidency of the
E. W. Bro. Sir Daniel Gooch, Bart., M.P., Provincial
Grand Master for Berks aud Bucks. In the mean-
time the names of brethren desirous of acting as
Stewards at the festival, will be thankfully received
by Bro. Wm. Faruliold, P.A.G. Sec, aud Secre-
tary to the Institution, Freemasons' Hall, Great
Queen-street, or by Bro. Jas. Terry, the Collector,
10, Symond's Inn , Chancery-lane.

Theincreasingnumberof applicants, and the urgent
nature of their claims, render it most desirable that
even greater liberah'tyshould beextendedby the Craft
to all our Masonic chari ties, and when the helpless
orphan , or the way-worn pilgrim appaal to us for
aid , who that is worthy of the name of a Mason will
refuse his mite ?

METROPOLITAN MASONIC MEETINGS
For the Week ending May 29, 18G9.

Monday, May 24.
Lodge No. 4, " h'oyal Somerset House mid Inverness,"

Freemasons' Hall.
„ 26, "Castle Lodge of Harmony," "Willis's

liooms, St JamcVs.
„ 183, "Unity, 1'London Tavern , rSishopsgatc-strcct .
„ 902, " Biirgoyne," Aiiderton 's Hotel . Fleet-street.

11.A. Chap., 25, " Robert Hums," Freemasons1 Hall.

Tuesday. May 25.
Lodge No. 14, " Tus-an " Freemasons' Hall.

„ 1)2, " Moir.i ,1' Loudon Tavern , l!ishopsgatc-st.
„ 186, " Industry ," Freemasons' Hall.
„ 259, ' Prince of Wales," Willis's Rooms, St. James.
„ 1158, 'Southern Star," Monlpelier Tavern ,

Walworth.
II A. CUap. , 2] , ' Cyrus ," Slrp and Turtle, Leadenhall-st.

„ 180, "St. James's Union ," Freemasons' Hall .
Metropolitan Chapter of Instruction , George Hotel, Alder-

nianbury at 7 ; Conn). Ilrett , Preceptor.
Domatic Lodgoof Instruction , l'ahncnston Tavern ,Grosvcnor

park, Cmnbcrwi-U, at 7.30.
Wednesday, May 26.

Lodge No. 2, " Anti quity." Freemasons' Hall.
„ 31, "Mount Moriiih ," do.
„ 507, " United l ,ilgriins ,"IIoriisTuv., Kcimington.
„ 753, " Prince Freddie 's William ," Kni ghts ofSt.

John 's Hotel , St. John 's Wood.
„ 754, "IIi gliCross, "WhitcIlart lIotcI ,Tottciiham.
„ 898, "Temperance in the Fast ," Private Assembly

Rooms (i , Newby Place Poplar.
K, T. Encampment , " Temple Crcsmig," Horns Tavern,¦ Keuniiigton.

Thursday, May 27.
General Committee , Girls' School, Freemasons' Hall, at 4.
I odge No. 703, " Win. Preston ,'* Aucrlcy.
R.A.CIiap.,Go7, " Cauoiibury, '' Gcorgellotcl ,Aldcrmanbury.

Friday, May 2?/
Lodge No. 181, "Universal ," Freemasons'Hall.

„ 1!I7, "Jerusalem ," do.
„ 780, "I.'oyal Alfred ," Star and Garter Hotel,

Kcw Hridgc.
, 8G1, " 1'iiii.lniry," Jolly Anglers', Math-street,

St. Lukes.
Emulation Lodge of Improvement for M.M.'s, Freemasons'

Hull , at 7.
Metropolitan Lodge of Instruction , George Hotel, Aldcrman-

bury, at 7.
Saturday, May 29.

Domatic Chapter of Instruction , Horns Tavern , Kenniugton ,
at 8 : Coinn. Little, Preceptor.

ROYAL MASONIC INSTITUTION FOIf,
GIRLS.

The following statement of accounts was
circulated at the Anniversary Festival on the
12th inst. :—

The Treasurer in Account with the Royal Masonic lusli-
Cr. tut ion for  Girls, Jan. 1, 1808.

Bv Provisions for 100 Children and £ s. d. £ s. d.
12 Adults (IIS persons, ... 1085 14. U

Clothing and Boots 414 17 ti
Coals, Gas, Water and Firewood 106 11 3
House Utensils, Turnery, lie.... 56 5 ID
Furniture and House Linen .. 277 2 0
Painting and General Repairs G03 0 :!
Garden and Grounds 52 0 1
Drugs, Medical Attendance, &c. 51 I t  0
Laundry Expenses and Soap... 45 0 0
Secretary's Disbursements ... 21 18 2
Incidental Expenses 36' 3 4
School Stationery and Books... 48 7 0 '
Stationery, Books, Printing, &c. 166 4 7
Annual Prizes and Rewards ... 23 12 0
Tithes and Taxes 0 7 2
Offices Expenses, Rent , &c. ... 56 0 0
Annual Examination of Children 1 1 0
Balance of New Building ... 380 6 6
Salaries—Secretary 150 0 0

Matron 80 0 6
Governess 100 0 0
Assistant Governess 40 0 0
Drawing ditto .. 25 0 0
Four Teachers ... 28 15 0
Collector 40 0 0
Chaplain 20 0 0

483 15 0
Wages—Gardener and Wife... 50 0 0

Cook 21 O 0
Kitchenmaid 12 0 0
Nurse and Assistant 10 0 0
Messenger 10 0 0

103 0 0
Pensions—F. Crew, late Secretary 200 0 0

II. Jack.late Governess 40 0 0
J.Chaiidler.latcgardcucr G O O

24G 0 0
Extra Commission on Collection 223 G 6
Poundage to Collector ... ... 157 8 9
Election Expenses to Dec. 18G8 18 12 0
Petty Cash to Secretary 150 0 0
Church Accommodation , 2 yrs. 10 0 0
Charges on Exemption of Bates 5 5 0
Anniversary Stewa rds' visi t ... 10 ti G
Purchase ofi'2000 three percent.

Consols, 94 {, and Commission 1892 10 0
Ditto, £2000 Reduced , 931 do. 181.7 10 0
London and Westminster Bank 10UO 0 0
Christmas Accounts unpaid ... 10C2 14 10
Balance in hand after [laymcnt 1412 8 7

Balance at Bank, Dec. 18C8 2475 3 5
Petty Cash in Secretary 's hands 200 0 0

Ditto Matron's hands... 20 0 0
2695 3 5

£12,358 It  7

Dr. £ s. d. £ s. d.
To Balance in Banker's hands ... 3190 12 11

Petty Cash in Secretary 's hands 50 0 0
Ditto Matron 's hands... 20 O 0

32G0 12 11
Payment by Grand Lodge ... 150 0 0

Ditto Grand Chapter ... 10 10 0
Ditto Grand Ollicers'Mess 10 10 0

Donations and Subscriptions—
London 2532 15 C

Lodges do. 341 6 0
Chapters do. 8 8 0
Lodges of Instruction do 17 17 0
Encampments do. 12 12 0

Provincial 18s9 13 0
Old Stores 1 12 0
Musica l Instruction 99 15 0
Less for cost of Piano , Music, &c. 72 12 8

. 7 2 4
Purchase of Child into School

as old Utile 78 ll O 0
Kensington Museum for Drawing o 0
Deposit and I merest frm London

Joint Stock Hank 118 ',> ', '<
Ditto London & Westmnslr Bnk 30S6 12 I
Sale of Books, per Secretary... 3 0
Gifts for Rewa rds to Children 5 5 u
Jan., six months' Dividend on

£10.000. 3 ner cent. Consols 150 0 0
April , do. on do., Reduced do. 150 0 0
July, do. on do. 150 0 0
Oct., do. on do.. Reduced do. 150 0 0
Petty Cash in Secretary 's hands

received thij  year ... .. 150 0 0

£12,358 11 7

The Treasurer in Account with the Sustcntalion , Im-
proving, and Building Fund , Jan. 1, 1868.
Dr.

To Balance £211 0 9
1809. 
To Balance £211 0 9

Cr. 18G8—Dec. 31.
By Balance £241 0 S



T E E  C R A F T .
( Continued from p  ge 5.)

METROPOLITAN.
Panmure Lodge, 723 The annual meeting and

Installation Festival of this Lodge, took place on
Monday last at the Balham, Hotel. After the passing of
two E. A.'s by the retiring W.M , Br. Gates, the chair
was taken by Bro. Thomas, P.M., the father of the
Lodge, to whom was presented for Instillation Bro.
J. B. A. Wolport , S.W., the W.M. elect, The
ceremony was admirably performed, the orations and
proclamations given with great i fleet , and producing
an exeellentimpression upon the minds of all present
and especially many young masons who had never
before witnessed the interesting and solemn rite. By
special request Bro. Hodges, P.M., officiated as
acting Secretary, and Director of Ceremonies, anil
Bro. Gates, P.M., and Bro. Frances also rendered
valuable services. A vote of thanks to Bro . Thomas,
tor the able discharge of the duties of Installing
Master, was entered on the minutes, and the newly
installed W.M. dosed the lodge in the various degrees
in a manner which corroborated the statement current
that he was a most accomplished and correct worker.
At the ban quet which followed due justice was given
to his merits, as well as to those of his immediate
predecessor Bro. Gates, and the Past Masters repre-
sented by Bro. Thomas and Hodges. Bro. Frances
P.M. responded for the Visitors, and Bro. Young S.W.
for the newly appo'nted officers.

PROVINCIAL.
OVER-DARWF.N.— Lodge ofl lai  many and Industry,

No. 381.—On Thursday last a lodge of emergency
was held for the purpose of affording the brethren
an opportunity of attending the funeral of the late
Bro. Italph Ellison , who had been a member of the
lodge for nearly forty years. The lodge was opened
in due form by the W.M , Bro. Benson Wood , when
the dispensation was read granting the privilege to
the brethren of joining the cortege in the regalia of
their respective ranks, after which a procession was
formed of about fifty brethren , amongst whom were
the ollicers of the lodge, v'u.: Bros. Benson Wood,
W.M. ; Ceo. Hargreaves. S.W. ; Dr. Stephens,
J.W. ; Dr. Wraith ,' S.D.; I). A ins worth , J.D. ; Geo.
Snialley, P.M., Treas. ; Bentley, P.M., Sec ; L.
Roberts, P.M., Director of Ceremonies ; C Wood ,
P.M. ; aud Stutter, LO. Bros. Eastwood, P.M. ;
Thoniher, P.M., aud others, Perscverauce Lodge,
Blackburn. Bro. Townley, P.M., and others, Fidelity
Lodge, Blackburn. Bro. S. P. Bidder, P.M., Man-
chester. Bro. Rev. Mr. Hughes, Vicar of Tock-
holcs, &c. On arriving at the residence the pro-
cession tiled off in the usual maimer, to allow the
W.M. to visit the bereaved relatives, when the line
was reformed and proceeded to St. Thomas's Church ,
where the burial service was most impressively
read by Rev. Bro. Hughes. The thirty-ninth
Psalm and " Vita l Spark" were effectively rendered
by Bros. Denis,Towers, Birkctt ,aud Hindley. assisted
by Mrs. llowarth, wiio, at the grave, also sang
" Best iu Peace," amid the almost breathless atten-
tion of a large concourse of the inhabitants who
had assembled to witness the ceremony,
oration by Bro. Hughes, and the invocations by the
W.M., were the .subject of deep admiration aud
comment. Returning, the brethren on reaching the
lodge room again filed oil" on each dde of the street
and uncovered , allowed the carriages containin g the
relatives to pr.sa through, on t'..eir way home. The

WIIITIIAVU.W— Lewis Lodge, 872.—The brethren
of this lodge met ou Monday evening, Miy 17th ,
at 7 o'clock , in the freemasons' Hall , College-street,
W.M., John Spittal taking the chair of King
Sdonion. Brother J. Spittal was supported by his
officers Brother Walker Whitt le , S. W. ; Brother
Robert tester, J.W . ; Lancelot Hugh tfllis, S.D;
Brother E. G. Hughes, Prov. G.T., Secretary ;
Brother William Gill , !.(!. ; Brother George Fitz-
gerald, T. Present , Brother C. Morton , P.P.S.G W.;
Brother J. Stade, P.P.U.S. ; t i . W. Keiiworlh y,
P.l'.C.J.D. ; Brother Cooper , P.P.G.O. The Lod ge
was dul y o] encd , and the minutes of the previous
meeting were read by the Honora ry .Secretary,
Brother E. C. Hughes, and confirmed. Brother
George l inker was passed to the degree of fellow
Craft. Brother C. Morton proposed that Brother
J. Slide be appointed Treasrrer, which was seconded
by Brother Foster, and carried by the Brethre n
unanimously, ho was duly invested. W M. J.
Spittal read a letter from Brother Litt le , resigning
the office of Almoin r, which place will  be filled up
by the Committee there being no other proposed.
Brother 0. Morton rea I a petition iu favour of
establishing a lodge at Kgreinoiit , to be called the
" Kenlis Lodge," he to l.e W.M. for the firs t twelve
months. Brother Spittal proposed that the petition
read by Brother 0. Morten lie entertained , which
was seconded by Brother Foster, signed by the
Wardens, and cai ried unanimousl y, lirothcr Np ittal
proposed that a letter of condolence be soi.t to the
widow of our late esteemed lirother Fisher, Trea-
surer of 872, which was seconded by Brother Ken-
worthy, and canied unaii i inou >l y. The Lodge was
closed with the usual solemnities.

it fell to my lot, in 1853, to install you into the
chair. With great ability, and with much courtesy,
you dischargeel the duties of W. Master, as several
of HS present to-day can well remember, and from
that time you continued to win your way iu tho
lodge, anel to increase the esteem in which you were
justly held. Having done us good suit and service,
after the lapse of another ten years you kindly un-
dertook the duties of honorary secretary. How
well and how ably you have ilischargeel thosa
duties I will not enlarge upon , because the fact is
patent to us all. But our recent centenary meeting
has put the crowning stone upon your services, anel
its great success, without a breakdown of any kind—
gratifying to us all, and spontaneously acknowledged
by our numerous and distinguished guesta on that
joyous occasion—was largely due to your judicious-
counsels anel valuable assistance. No marvel, then,
that your brethren should desire to record their
feelings in something more substantial than words;:
and none will say nay when I assert that we are
about to do the right thing to-tlay. (Brother Pound,
P.M., here reael the vote of thanks engrossed oa
vellum, and the inscription on the clock, which was
as follows :—" This timepiece was presented by the
Royal Athelstan Lodge of Freemasons, No. 19, to>
Brother William Matthew Bywater, P.M. and Hon.
Sec., in token of the high esteem iu which he is held
by his brethren, and of their best wishes for his
happiness aud prosperity. 13th of May, 1869.")
Brother Savage then proceeded : The foundation of
th is testimonial was a vote of the lodge by acclama-
tion ; it has beeu supplemented by the subscriptions
of 50 members of the lodge, and as a matter of fact
none have refused to co-operate. The vote of thanks
is expressive of the feelings of your brethren.
towards you. The timepiece will bring with it
many pleasing reminiscences, for memory loves to
elwell on the sunny spots of the past. But to your
thoughtful mind it will not only be suggestive of by-
gone days, but also of the present and the future.
While it will call to remembrance happy years of
the past, it will mark the stirring present, and
point to a hopeful future. Though not with-your
bodily eye, yet with your mental vision you will
readily l ead, as if engraven on that timepiece, the
trite, yet expressive words, " Temp us fugit," con-
veying to your iniuil a moral beautiful couched in
the language ot one whose wisdom is immortal in,
our Craft , '• AVhatever thy hand findeth to do, do it
with all thy might.'' And now, my gooel Brother,
it only remains f< -r me to present you, in the name
of my brethren of Lodge No. 19, this vote of thanks-
(handing it to Brother Bywater), aud to beg your
acceptance of this timepiece iu acknowled gment of
your many—very many—'kind services, and to mark
the esteem anil respect in which your brethren holel
you. I have also to express their fervent hopes
that there yet remains for you a lengthened career of
usefulness and prosperity. Long may your life bo
spared , as a blessing to your family and as an orna-
ment to your lodge ; and when at a distant day the
hands of that time ; Uce shall no longer move visibly
before your eyes—its bell shall cease to strike its
dulcet tones up on your ear—when , iu the over-
l nling Providence of the Great Architect of the
Universe, you shall be summoned to doff thus mor-
tal coil , and to quit the Royal Athelstan Lodge,,
may you leave behiiul a name fragrant with praise
—an examp le worthy of imitat ion—and receive for
yourself a better anil more eiuUiriug reward- (Loiul
anil prolonged cheering.)

Pro. BVWATKU returned thanks in a short but
expressive speich.

A P.-.st Master's jewel was presented to Brother
Nicholson , [.P.M., which he gratefully acknow-
ledged.

The health of the officers was proposed , for which
Bro. Pollard , S.W. returned thanks, remarking;
that when he came to the chair, he should have
great difficulty iu following the talented brethren ,
who had preceded him. Ou tho part of the
officers he thanked them lor that kind acknowled ge
incut of tlieir services. Other toasts were given,
and the very harmonious meeting was brought to a
close at an early hour.

O.N' V/KU .VIM U.VV , the 12th instant , Mrs. 'xirling
gave another of her ivndiiigs, from Shakespeare's
play of |a " Midsummer Ni ght's Dream," at St-
Jumes's Hall , Piccadilly. .Mrs. Stirling's acting is
well known on the stage , but her really beautiful
reading look the audience by surprise, and she re-
ccivcel from an enthusiastic anel fashionable audience
several well-merited rounds of app lause1. In addi-
tion , the whole of Mendelssohn 's music was per-
formed by the members of the Orchestral Union ,
by artistes from tile Royal Italian Opera House,
the solo parts being sung by Miss Fanny Hollauel
and Miss Marie Stocked , with a very excellent choir
of ladies. The whole was under the direction of
Bro. F. Kingsbury, tho well-known talented con-
ductor , who has the entire management of these
charming readings. Another reading is announced,
for June 11th , in the evening, fro m Shakesoeare'tf-
Play of "The Tempest."

[r no?! OUR bi'i:oiAL R EPORTER .]
The last meeting of the season of the Hoyal

Athelstan Lodge, No. 19, was held on Thursday,
the 13th of May, at the Terminus Hotel , Cannon-
street, City. Bro. T. II. Potter, W.M., presided ;
J. Pollard , S.W. ; W. Williams, J.W., Starling,
Treasurer ; Bywater, P.M. and Secretarv ; Stevens,
S D.; Gale, P.M. and Father of the Lodge, Director
of the Ceremonies ; Daley, Tyler ; and the follow-
ing other members of the lodge :— Bros. Campion,
P.M. ; Nicholson , J.P.M. ; John Savage, P.G.D.;
George Eice Loveday, P.M. ; iox, P.M.; Palmer,
P.M. ; Pound Cox, P.M. ; Stone, P.M ; Dix, P.M.;
Harker, Henry Black, Watkins, Medley, J. Harker,
Leverson , P.M., Homer, Maughan , Phillips, Dr.
Whitmore, Simpson , aud a number of visitors,
amongst whom were Bros. Murray, D. Grand
Master for China : Clabon , P G. D.; Caulcher,
P.M. ; Whitley, D.P.G.M. for Wilts ; Williams,
7o"J; Ward, Apollo, 305 ; H. Thompson , P.M.,
177 and 1158 ; C. E. Thompson , S.D., 1158 ; Cv-c.

The lodge having been opened in due form and
with solemn prayer, the minutes of the last meeting
were read and confirmed.

A Brother was brought forward for raising, aud
having auswereel the usual questions, the lodge was
opened in the Third Degree, Bro. Savage, P.G.D.,
taking the chair, and the brother was in a most im-
pressive manner raised to the degree of M.M. ; and
in the course of a long experience we never saw
that important ceremony performed in a more cor-
rect, impressive, or careful manner, and it truly
afforded to aspiring Masons, candidates for the
-Master's chair, a ]Jattern how that ceremony ought
to be performed. The whole of the ritual was given
without abridgement, aud several veteran Masons
expressed the high gratification they hael expe-
rienced in seeing Freemasonry carried out in all its
original purity by so worthy a member of the Royal
Athelstan Lodge. After some other business the
lodge was closed in due form, and with solemn
prayer.

An excellent dinner followed, aud at its termina-
tion, on the withdrawal of the cloth , the W.M. pro-
posed the usual loyal anil Masonic toasts. Iu
reference to the Most Worshipful Grand Master, the
Earl of Zetland , he said he hoped the success which
hail attended his reign over the Craft would be con-
tinued for many yea rs to come'.

The W.M. proposed " The health of the Ri ght
Hon. the Earl de Grey anil Ri pon , I >eputy ( h-anel
Master, and the rest of the Grand Ollicers." lie
coup leel with the toast the name of Brother t'labon ,
P.U-.D .

Bro. C LA mix, P.O.D., returned thanks on behalf
of the Deputy Grand Master, and said he deserved
all that was saiil of him. He thanked the brethren
for the welcome ho hail received ; and as lie had not
lor some time past been iu the habit of visiting
lodges, if lie was treated iu the same way he had
been received that evening he hoped to be a fre -
quent visitor.

The W.M.. in a complimentary manner , proposed
"The health ' of Bro. Murray, the District Grand
Maste r for China ," and congratulated the lod ge in
having for the second time been honoured Ivy his
presence.

Bro. M U R R A Y -, in a very eloquent speech , returned
thanks for the honour conferred upon him , and as-
sured them on his return to a distant land he should
cherish with the deepest feelings of affection the
welcome he h.ul received from the brethren of the
Royal Athelst.in Lodge, believing the seed they had
sown would produce abundant fruit , and if any
heart couhl beat iu unison with theirs that heart
was his own.

I'.ro. O.VLH , P.M., proposed "The health of the
W.M.," and alluded to the time when he saw hiin
initiated in the lodge, and how he h .ul marked his
after career.

I h e  W M. returned thanks , and expressed Ins
determination to do all iu his power to merit their
approbation.

liro. SAV .UIK , P.G.D., having been utmost w i t h  the
W.M.'s gavel called upon the br»t!ireii to fill  bum-
pers to the toast lie was about to propose, which
having be,n done, he turned to Brother Bywater,
P.M. and Secretary, and thus addressed him :—Bro.
Bywater, 1 have been requested by tho \V. Master
and iny brethren of the Royal Athels tan Lodge to
acknowled ge publicl y, on their b.-half , the many
kind services you have rendered the lodge, and to
present to you a memento of their esteem aud re-
gard. Thoug h not eloquentl y, yet sincere ly,
shall I discharge this pleasing duty. I t  might , iu-
de'ed, have fallen into abler hands, but at le-ast I
have this  advantage , that I am able to speak of you
fro m the t ime of your admission into the lod ge ; nor
will I deny that , having been ou terms of int imacy
with you for many years, wi thout  any differences to
mar our friendshi p, t 'tus occasion is to me a very
pleasiuable one. You were initiated into our lodge ,
No. 19, iu the year 181'!, by my esteemed but now
departed brother, Charles Robb, the then W.M.,
and having subsequentl y filled several of the offices ,

EOYAL ATHELSTAN LODGE, No. 19.


