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avine traced the history of the temple
erccted under the auspices of Zerulbabel,
IMaggai, and Joshua, wpon which record the
ceremonies of Royal Arch Masonry, in what
may be termed the York Lite, are substantially
based, it may be well to retrace our steps and
review those traditions which aseribe the origin
of the Royal Arch degree to a much earlier
period—the antediluvian era.
the Patriarch Fnoch stands forth prominently in
the first act of this mythical drama, which i

probably unknown to the vast majority of

Masons at the present day.

The figunre of

SATURDAY, JUNE 5, 1869.

The legend, how-
ever deserves preservation, were it oniy for the
apposite moral attached to its quaint and mystie
narrative.

Enoch, the son of Jared, was a man who
walked encircled with the love of God, and the
visible presence of the Deity shed splendour
round his path. To him ,vas the arcana of
Divine Wisdom revealed ; to him the secvets of
nature were unveiled, and the profound obscuri-
ties of hiuman thought Lecame irradiated to the
spiritnal vision of the friend of God. Tu bliss-
ful communion with his Maker, the favoured
Tnoch rejoiced, and around him floated the
Bub the sacred name
of the Most High was not commuudeated to the
patriarch until he had acquired the knowledge

atmosphere of Paradise,

of all things appertaining to the animal, mineral,
and vegetable kingdoms, and had penetrated
into mysteries super-mundane and celestial,

Then it was that the Almighty appeared unto
him in a dream, and said, * As thou art desirous
of knowing my name, follow me and it shall be
revealed.” Upon this a mountain seemed to
rise to the leavens, and Lnoch was swiftly
carried to the top thereof, where he was shown
a triangular plate of gold upen which was en-
graved, in brilliant characters, the ever-blessed
name of God, which le was admonished by a
mystic voice never to promounce.  After this,
inoch was Jowered into the bowels of the carth
perpendicularly through nine arvches, and in the
ninth, or deepest, he saw the same hrilliant
golden plate with the same characters sur-
rounded with a flaming light.  Enoch being full
of the spirit of the Most Puissant God, built a
temple on the very spot under ground, and dedi-
cated it to Jehovah, ‘The entrance to this
temple was through nine successive arches in the
same form as those he had witnessed in his
dream,

Methuselal, the eldest son ot Enoch, was the
architeet of this sacred building, but he knew
not the reagm for its singular construction,
‘I'his edifice was ereeted in the Land of Canaan,
which afterwards beeame the Land of Promise,
and, since then, the heiitage of Isinel.  Enoch
made a gold plate of & triangular form, & cubit
long, and enrviched it with the most precious
stones.  He encrusted this plate on a stoue of
agate, and engraved thereon the characters he

had obscrved in his dream. The-plate was tlien
transported to the vault of the ninth arch, and
placed ou a pedestal of white marble of a
triangular form. :

After Enoch had finished the subterrancan
temple, God appeared to him again, and desived
him to make a trap-door of stone in the first
arch, and told him it must be laid down with
an iron ring to lift up the same occasionally, as,
in cousequence of the wickedness of mankind,
God had determined to visit the world with fire
‘or with the watcrs of destruction. The nine
arches, being finished and closed up necordingly,
no person could penetrate or enter therein, and
to Enoch alone was known the precious treasure
contained in those hidden arches, aud he alone,
of all men living, kuew the true and wondrous
name of God.  The wickedness of man increased
daily; and Enoch, foreseeing that the knowledgo
of the arts would be lost in the impending
deluge or conflagration, and being desivous of
preserving the principles of scicuce to the pos-
terity of those whom God was pleased to save,
he Dbuilt two great columns on the highest
mountain near him—one of brass to withstand
the water, and the other of marble to resist the
five.  Ife engraved on the marble column cer-
tain hicroglyphics that there was a precious
treasure concealed in arches underground which
he bad dedicated to God; and on the brazen
column he engraved the principles of the liberal
arts and sciences.  Methusclah was the father of
Lamech, and Lameeh was the sive of Noah,
whose virtues gained him the approval and love
of the Most ITigh, who thus spake to him, “I
will punish all mankind in general with a
deluge, and order you to construct an ark to
contain yourself and family, with apartments for
a pair of every living creature, us I will save
thoge from the punishment I am about to in-
flict wpon the world,” God then gave Noal
the plan for coustructing the Ark which the
patriarch was 100 years in building, and when it
was completed e was 600 years of age and hix
Seth 99, Aboub five years before this
‘period, Lameelr died aged 777 years. There
was thercfore not one of the ancient patriarchs
sinee Admn living at the time of the flood except
Methuselal, the graudfather of Noah, who was
then 969 years old, and as there is no record of
his existence in the past diluvian era, there can
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‘be no doubt that the most venerable man, m the
world, as well as the infant just born,alike perished
in the general destructior. God having directed
Noah, his souns, and his sons’ wives to retire
into the Ark, with the living creatures
he had selectad, the deluge commenced, in the
year of the world 1656, aud everything was
swallowed up in the waters. The most superb
cities and monuments were destroyed, and the
marble colwmnn erected by Enoch did not escape
the action of the powerful elemeunts, but by
divine permission the colunn of brass resisted
the force of the water, and in this manner the
sons of Nuah ware enabled to transmit to future
-ages the kunowledge of those important sciences
‘which have contributed so much to the welfure
‘of the human race. It is also asserted that the
Book of Enoch was given into the charge of

‘Ham,
“ With striet command,
Within that Ark sccurely to enshrine
JFor preservation. These the tables were
Of which tiadition tells, by Ham preserved
from deluge, and in Lgypt since laid up
In temples, though concealed by hireling priests,
But not from Moses, skilled it Egypt's lore,
To whom on Sinai they were renewed,”
Heraud,

Japhet also cariied into the ark images seulp-
tured by his own hand, which are supposed to
have prefigured the future races of man, but
which eventually gave rise to idolatry when
their origin was forgotten.

The sacred Scriptures subsequently record the
bondage of the children of Isracl to the
Bayytians, and their exodus from the land of the

Pharaohs under the conduet of their leader
Moses. Another Masonic tradition states that

in a certain battle the Ark of Alliance was lost
in the forest and the same was found by the
roaving of a lion, who ceased to roar and erouched
on the ground meckly on the approach of the
Israelites, although the said lion had just
devoured a number of Bgyptinus who attempted
to carry ofl the Avk.  The lion had the key of
the Arlk secure in his mouth, but dropped it when
he saw the High Priest advance, and then retired
without offering avy violenee to the chosen
people.  Upen the key we again quote from
Mackey :—

*# In one of the bighest degrees of the Auncient
and Accepted Rite we find the following explana-
nation of the symbolism of the key which is
equally applicable to Royal Aveh Masoury.
“The key demonstrates that having obtained the
key to our sublime mysteries, the Mason, if he
‘behaves with justice, fervency and zeal to his com-
panions, will soon arrive at the true meaning of
the Muasonic socicty!  But the symbolism is hero
still further extended, It is within, the sacred
pages of the law that this invaluable key is found
which teaches us that it is only in the revelations
of the Supreme Architeet of the Universe that
Divine Truth is to be discovered.”

O~ Thursday week the remaing of Bro. Owden, who
for some years had kept the Golden Lion, in King-
strect, Smithfield, were interred in Abney-park Ceme-
tery. Having passed through all the grades of Free-
masonry, he was followed to the grave by the W.M,
and several P.M.’s and members of the Wellington
Lodge.

At rig ANNUAL MEekTING of the Royal Dramatic
College, at the Adelphi Theatre, on the 31st inst,,
Bro. Benj. Websterin the chair, the seeretary, Bro, J.\Y,
Anson, read the report, and announced that the annual
benefit _in aid of the college would take place at
Drury LaneTheatre, on June 12th, e also stated that
the late respucted Bro, 'Lhos. Powrie had bequentherd
a valuable property in Dundee to the college, and that
the funds were in o prosperous state, A vote of
thanks was then unanimously accorded to the worthy
Master, Bro. Benj, Webster,

Bebielos

————

“The I'reemason,” St. Louis, Mo.,, US. A,

We are much pleased with owr namesake, not-
withstanding the editorial dissent from our
exposition of English Masonic lnw respecting the
admission of maimed candidates into the Ovder.
We shall always do battle for the real landmarks
of the Craft ; but the practice in England since
the establishment of a speculative Grand Lodge
must surely count for something with other Grand
Bodies who have all derived their eéxistence, as
well as their code of jurisprudence,from the Grand
Lodge of England However, we have not at
present leisure to argue the guestion at length,
but our worthy contemporary may rest assured
that upon this point we represent faithfully the
dictum of English Masonie anthorities. In this
number we gladly insert an avticle from Z2%e
Freemason of St. Louis, to which we wish every
success.
“ MUonograms,” by Bro. D. G Berri, Engraver

to H.M. Post-office, 36, High Holborn.

In an age when the study of ancient symbolism
has become alimost universally diffused, the im-
portance of many post-Christian hieroglyphics is
not suticiently estimated. We are ready to trace,
with Layard, the seulptured enigmason the walls
of Nineveh, or the crypto-graphic emblems of
the Egyptians, while we overlook the origin and
significance of more modern symbols.  Bro. Berri,
in the splendid little volume now before us—
which we may say, en passant, is a marvel of the
printing art, very opportuncly presents us with
the results of' his rescarches into the history of
monegrams,

The work is divided into four chapters—1,
“Of Monograms in general;” 3, “Masons’
Marks;” 3, ¢ Merchants’ Mavks ;” -, *“ On the
Construction of Moflograms ;"—and is profusely
embellished with plates vepresenting the principal
monograms and marks used hofore and during
the medimval ages.  Almost every page in this
handsome volume contains allusions peculiarly
interesting to the Masonic fraternity. Thus, in
the first chapter, Bro, Berri elucidates the devices
known as the triple tan, the cross of Constantine,
and other symbols referred to in various Masonic
Orders.  The sccond chapter — on “ Masons’
Marks ”—speaks for itself; aud the origin of
“ Merchants” Marks” as o substitute for arworial
beavings will be attentively perused by every
lover of heraldry. The fourth chapter is emi-
nently practical in its observations as to the
construction of monograms, and the author, in
referring to the ditferent styles adopted, draws
especial abtention to the pictuvesque charvacter of
the Anglo-Hibernian school of caligraphy, which
was based originally upon quaint Runie earvings
and supplemented by pictorial representations of
birds aud animals,  We shall give a brief extract
from Bro Berri's work ab o future peried, and in
the meantime heartily recommend our readers to
study “ Monograms” themselves,

New Coxcorn Loper wor  INsrrucrion.— Bro.
Jas, Terry will work the ceremonies of Conseeration
and Installation of the above Lodge, (held at the
Rosemary Branch, 1loxton,) onWednesday, the 9th.

Bro. Herr Formes, the celebrated basso, after a
lengthened tour makes his first appearance at the
Princess’ Theatre, ns anactor,in Shakespere’s play of
“ Shyleck,” on the 2nd of June,

Ar e Masoxic Hawnrn, 14, Bedford Row, a club
is held on the first Tuesday in every month, eulled
the  Club of T'rue Highlanders.”” It was established
in 1815 for the relief of distressed Scotchmen; most
of the members dress in highland  costume. A
numerous and convivial meeting wis held on Tnesday
last, the chief, Bro. W. (& Hepburn, occupying the
chair, The hon, see. read the minutes of last meeting
and the half-yearly balance-sheet, and stated  the
amount of the fimds in hand to be £397.  Afterevery
toast, which are given with Iighland honours, the
piper walked round the room playing a tune on the
Lngpipus. A reel was danced by four members of the
club in tull Ilightund costume, snd several members
aud visitors sang some very excellent songs, both
English and Scotch.  The hall, which was decorated
in the Gothic style, looked very picturesque, It
was announced that the amual Shinnie Mateh, and
other sports, would take place on Monday, June 21st,
opposite the Prince of Wales “Tavern, Blackheath.
I'o all lovers of Scottish games this will he an interest-
ing oceasion. A very pleasant evening was spent, at
the conclusion of' which the entire company, in true
Scottish faghion, sang * Auld Lang Syne,”

PROV. GRAND CHAPTEROF R A. MASONS
N. AND E. YORKSHIRI.

A Provincial Grand Chapter of Royal Axch
Masons, of the North and East Ridings of York-
shire, was holden by special appointment in the Old
Globe Chapter, Scarborongh, on Wednesday, 19th
May, when there were present :—M.E. Comp. John
Pearson Bell, Esq., J.D., Grand Sup. of North and
Eust Ridings, Yorkshire, Z. ; ¥. Comps. John Kemp,
jun. (294), Prov. Grand H.; Rev. J. E. Mayne
Young, 3L.A. (236), Prov..J. ; Michael Charles Peck
(250), Prov. S.B. ; John Walker {(57), Prov. S.N.;
Walter Reynolds (250), Prov. Asst. Soj.; Richard
Welsh Hollon (236), Prov. Treas.; William Lawton
(236), Prov. Registrar; John N. Scherlivg (250),
Prov. 8.B ; Dr. 5. H. Armitage (200), Prov. D.C.;
Comps. Henry Grove (200), as Prov. Organist ; Jolin
Ward (236), Prov. I.J.; Wiiliam Johnson (57), Prov.
Q.J.; Comps. Wm. Tesseyman (57), J. Groves (200),
J. Balmford (23G), J. Thompson (250) P.G.5.’s; to-
gether with the following Principals and Past Prin-
cipals of the Chapters in the Province, :—E.
Comps. W, B. Hay, M.D,, P47, J. Walter, I,
M. W. Clarke, P.Z., Humber Chapter, 57, Hull;
W. F. Rooke, JL.D., Z., W.'E. Parthing, H., H. A,
Williamson, J., J. W. Woodall, P.Z., J. ¥. Spurr,
P.Z., Old Globe Chapter, 200, Scarborough; Rev.
J. E. M. Young, Z., Thos. Cooper, P.Z., Wm. Cow-
ling, P.Z, Wm. Layton, P.Z, R. W, Hollon, P.Z.,
J. March, P.Z, Zetland Chapter, 236, York;
Walter Reynolds, Z., Geo. Hardy, J., M. C. Peck,
P.Z., Mincrva Chapter, 250, Hull; J. Kemp, 4.,
Constitutional Chapter, 294, Beverley ; J. N. Law
son, Z., and Wm. Wood, P.Z., Britannia Chapter,
312, Whitby; J. Storey, Marwood Chapter, 602,
Middlesborough 5 also many visiting Companions.

The Provineial Grand Chapter having been opened
in ancient and solemn fcrm, the minutes of the last
Prov. G. Chapter, held 25th March 1868, were read
and confirmed. The various Chapters then com-
municated, all of which (with the exception of the
King Edwin Chapter, Malton), were represented.

The bye-laws tor the government of the Provineial
Grand Chapter were then submitted for confirmation.
When, on the proposition of Comp. Cowling, it was
resolved *That bye-laws 3 be altered so that the
fee of honour on re-appointmient should be half that
on first appointment.” The bye-laws (with the above
amendment) were then finally confirmed. -

Comp Sprurr then moved *That the sum of. five
guineas be voted to the Palestine Exploration Fund,”
which was duly seconded.

Comp. Cowriye moved, an amendment, “That
ten guineas be voted for the above object,” which
was secended by Comp. Mawer, and supported by
the Prov. Graxp Recistran; whereupon Comp.
Spurr withdrew his motion, aud the amendnient was
carried unaunimously.

The Prov. Grasp TREAsURER moved * That the
sum of twenty-five pounds be voted to the Zetland
Commemoration Faud,” which was scconded by
Comp. Dr, Rook® and carried unanimonsly.

The M. E. GraND SurERINTENDENT then appointed
+he following Provineial Grand Oflicers (with the
exception of Provineial Grand Treasuver, who was
re-clected by the Provincial Grand Chapter) :—

E, Comp, John N, Lawson ... 312 T'rov, G. I,
» W, I\ Farthing 200 w o

s Michael Chias, Peck 250 yw  Seribe .

w  George Hardy 250 »  Seribe N,

s 1L AL Williamson,., 200 w1 Sojourner,

. William Hood ... 312 s 1st Asst, Soj.

o Ul Storey L L 602 2nd Asst, Soj.

w  Richard W. Hollon 236 ;,, T'rensurer, !

" William Lawten ... 236 w  Registrar,

5 John Thompson 2:0 »w  Sword bearer

1 William Tesseyman 57 w  Stdrd bearer,

'y D, R, Ramsey L0 8§12 »o Dol

y  George Balmford ... 236 o Organisi,
Comp. John Ward ... ... 2i6 o Doner Janitor,

o William Johnson... 57 o Outer Janitor,

The MLE. Graxp SurrriNtENDENT then offered
some remarks upoun the proceedings of the last Pro-
vincial Grand Chapter with veference to the efforts
of himself and others for seeuring correctness and
nniformity of ritual, fut stated that althongh the
subject was now engaging the attention of the Craft
generally, yet he feared some time wonld still elapse
before anything could be determined upon.  1le
thanked the Companions for their large attendanee,
which manifested an inareased attention to Royal
Arehr Masonry, and he trasted that nothing would
be found wanting on his part to promote the suecesa
of the Provincial Grand Chapter, and stated that he
should be always at their sevvice, The M.E. Grand
Superiutendent then delivered an interesting addresa
on the Antiguity of the Order, and stated that
having received an invitation from the Britannia
Chapter, he should hold the next Provincial Grand
Chapter at Whithy,

The Provineial Cirand Chapter was then closed in
ancient form and with solemu prayer.

A banquet wag held at the George Hotel the same
evening, at which the AMLIE. Grand Superintenden
presided.  During the evening the greatest harmony
and friendship prevailed,
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THE KNIGHTS OF THE RED CROSS OF
' ROME AND CONSTANTINE.

INSTALLATION MEETING OF TIIE PREMIER CONCLAYVE.

[FroM OoUR SrECIAL REPORTER.]

A meeting of No. 1, or the Premier Conclave, of
the Imperial, Ecclesiastical, and Military Order of
Knights of the Red Cross of Rome and Constan-
tine, was held on Monday evening last, at the Free-
masons’ Tavern, Great Queen-street. There were
presevt : Sir Knts. T. Cubitt, G.H, M.P.S.; T.
‘Wesscombe, G.B.S., V.E. ; J. Trickett, Inspector Gen.
for Kent, 8.G.; R. W. Little, G.R. Recorder ; E. P.
Roper-Curzon, Prefect ; H. Parker, G.O. Organist ;
Geo, Kenuning, P.S. Herald; J.G. Marsh, G.A., P.S.;
W. H. Hubbard, G.T., P.8.; G. Powell, G.S.B, P.S.;
Dr. W. Holman, P.S.; Dr. J. Bringloe, P.S.; E.
Applebee ; A. J. Lewis ; McMeaby ; Major Gen. G.
B. Munbee, Inspector General for Somerset. Visi-
tors: Sir Kunt. H. C. Levander, G.A.T., M.P.S, No.
6 ; H. Thompson, M.P.S. elect, No. 18; J. Weaver,
Organist, No, 6; E. Clark, V.E. clect, No. 9; J.
Meayo, J.G, No. 2; D. R. Still, S.G., No. 2; H.
Smith, Herald, No. 2; Chas. E. Thompson, No. 6,
Recorder elect, No. 18.

The Right Hon. the Lord Kenlis, Most Illus-
trious G. Sovereign, was expected to be present and
preside, but other pressing business kept his lord-
ship away. Letters of apology were received from
Sir Knts, F. M, Williams, 4L P., G.V.E. ; Colounel
F. Burdett, G.H.C.; W, L& Gumbleton, G.C. ; and
E. Busher, G.S.G.

Bros. John Hills, Bedford Lodge, No. 157;
Arthur B. Cook, 30°, of the Apollo University
Lodge, No. 357 ; and Henry B. Duns, of the Old
King's Arms Lodge, No. 28, were installed as
Knights of the Order.

Sir Knts. J. D. Moore, Inspector-General for
North Lancashire ; Major-General 5. B. Munbee,
J.P., Iuspector-General for Somerset; and I,
Palmer, of No. 3, were elected Joining Members.

The rank of Honorary Member was conferred
upon ML.E. Sir Knt. Colonel W. I. B, McLeod
Moore, Chief Inspector-General for Caunada; and
R. Marshall, Tnspector-General for Now Brums-
wick.

Sir Kuts. M. C. Meaby, H. Thompson, E. P. Roper-
Curzon, E. Clark, A. B. Cook, and J. Hills, were
admitted to the Priestly Order.

Sir Knts. M. C. Meaby, A. J. Lewis, H. Thompson,
E. P. Roper-Curzon, and J. Mayo were admitted
into the Princely Order.

Sir Knt. Wesscousg, the V.E,, was then raised to
the M.P Sov. degree ; Sir Knt. Little rendering that
ceremony with his usual ability. The M.P.S. then
appointed his ofticers as follows :—J. Trickett, V.E.;
E. P. Roper-Curzon, 8.G.; D. G. Berri, J.G.;
A. G. Lewis, ILP.; T. Wesscombe, Treas.; R. W,
Little, Recorder ; George Kenning, Prefect ; A, B.
Cook, St. Bearer; G. H. Rainy, Orator; H. Parker,
Organist ; G. E. Buker, Herald ; J. Gilbert, Senti-
nel. A P.Ss. jewel was unanimously voted to Sir
Kunt. Cubitt.

The Couclave was then closed with the usual
impressive formula, and the Sir Knts. adjourned
to refreshment, under the presidency of Sir Knt,
Wescombe, M.P.S. ‘lhe customary loyal and
knightly toasts were given.

Sir Knt. Hussarp returned thanks for “The
Grand Council,” and said the Grand Council were
much gratified to find their cfforts had been so well
appreciated.

Sir Knt. LittLe proposed the health of the Grand
Senate, and said without their assistance the efforts
of the Grand Council would be in vain, He coupled
with the toast the names of Sir Knts, Levander and
Cubitt. .

Sir Kut. Levaxper begged to thank the Sir Knta.
for the houour they had done him, and said his post
of Assistant Grand Treasurer had at present been
almost a sinecure, as all finaucial duties had been
well performed by the Executive Committee.

The M.L.8. proposed the newly-installed Brethren,
and said it was a very pleasing toast indeed. The
Order had only been re-constituted a few years and
was making fast progress. Several new Conclaves
had been opened, and were going on well.  He con-
gratulated the Brethrenupon entering into Christian
Masonry.

Sir Knt. Coox, who responded, said it had been a
most interesting ceremony indeed to him, more so

than many others he had attended.

Another Sir Knt. alse returned thanks and
expressed his high gratification at the honour con-
ferred upon him.

Sir Kuight Lirrie, Grand Recorder, said he had
now to introduce a toast which he felt would give
satisfaction to every member of the conclave, as it
was the health of the M.P.S, Wesscombe, who,
throughout the whole of his Masonic career, had
shown the deep interest he felt in the prosperity of
the Order and in every degree he had taken.
the Premier Conclave he had thal evening arrived
at the superlative degree, and had justly attained
the highest honours. Their thanks were due to him
not only in regard to his dignified position and for
what he had done in the past, but for what all felt
assured he could do in the future. In him they
would not only have an excellent presiding officer,
but he would most ably develop the resources of the
Order. He gave them ¢ The health of Sir Knight
Wesscombe, M.P.S,, of the Premier Conclave.” The
toast was enthusiastically received. . .

Sir Knight Wesscoumse, M.P.S., in responding,
said he felt somewhat embarrassed at the warmth of
their reception of the toast, and he was almost in
the position of a drowning man, who caught at a
straw to save himself, in being unable to find words
to acknowledge their kindness. Sir Knight Little,
in his very kind speech had spoken of him in very
flattering terms, but he hardly knew what he had
done to deserve it. He felt highly gratified in being
placed in his preseat position, aud he felt assured
that before his year of office was out he should
bring ten or a dozen more of the right sort into the
Order, and wheu his year of office expired he hoped
to see double the number of members he now saw
before him. He felt sure that the business of the
Conclave was promoted in the highest degree by the
ability of Sir I{night Little, for there were very few
that were able to work it, and he (the M.P.S)
could not let this opportuuity pass over without
moving that a vote of thanks be recorded on the
minutes of the Conclave to him, for whose teaching
they were so much indebted, and who at all times
made them so happy. .

Sir Knight Cubirr, P.M.P.S., had great pleasure
in seconding the motion, and he reiterated the
sentiments of the M.P.S. as regarded Sir Knight
Little, and endorsed all he said, and, indeed, he
hardly knew how they should get on without him.
He was the first to resuscitate this Christian Order,
aad the progress it had made was truly astonishing,
and he doubted not that in a few years hence the
Order would take a prominent position in Free-
masoury. With those few remarks he begged to
sccond the motion, believing, after what Sir Kut,
Little had done for the Order, they could not say
too much for him.

Sir Knight Marsn said it appeared that it de-
volved upon him to put the motion to the Sir
Knights, and he was certain it would receive their
asseut and deserve the attention of all present.
They had witnessed that day the admirable working
of Sir Knt. Little, who had not only installed the
Sir Knights who had come amongst them, but had
admitted other members of the chivalric Order to
the priesthood degree, and, in addition, he had
admitted others to the sovercign’s degree. He was
sure that all who knew Sir Knt. Little would agreo
with him when he said that there was no oue who
could work the degrees so well. Indeed, he did not
think some of the degrees could be done by any one
but hirzself, und all Delonging to the Plantagenet,
the Roman Eagle, and the other Conclaves were
greatly indebted to him for the carrying out of the
arrangements of the Orvder. e cordially supported
the motion, which he afterwards put, and it was
carried unanimously.

Sir Knight Lirrre, G.R., returned his sincere
thanks for the kind expression of their feelings
towards him, and his gratification at the progress
of their Order, which contained many beautiful
illustrations of Freemasonry, and nothing that was
detrimental to the teachings of the Craft. The
Order which had been resuscitated received the
support of Bro. William Henry White, the late
Grand Secretary, who enjoyed the companionship ot
the late Duke of Sussex, who was the bead of the
Order. He (Sir Knt. Little) remembered it wus
only o short time since seven members only mct
uuder Sir Kat, Hubbard's rooty, but since then
that Christian Order hiad extended to 700 members,
which was due to the intrinsic merit of the Order
itself, for if it had not been sound in priuciple, it
conld not have met with such success. Having
alluded to a claimant in lineage to the great fuunder
of the Order, he said his pedigree had been placed
in the hands of Bro. Lewis for examination, Lut at
l)l‘esent they only recognised Lord Kenlis, as the

iead of their chivalric Order. In conclusion, he

thanked them for the compliment they had paid him,
assuring them thag if he counld be in any way useful
they might always commaund his services,

Sir Knt, Marsu sang with good taste, * Good
bye, sweetheavt.”

Sir Kat. LiTTLE, in cloquent b2 wms, proposed “The

In

health of the visitors,” which Sir Knts, Munbee
and Levander acknowledged.. The next toast was.
the health of the Past Sovereigns, Sir Knts, Cubitt,
Marsh and Powell. ~

Sir Knt. Coprrr in reply, said he could not boast
of having done much work, during his year, ashe
was prostrated for a considerable portion of the time
by illness, and had not the opportunity of obtain=
ing the knowledge of the Order as they had at the-
present time. Since his time, a preceptory Conclave
had been formed, where every one bad an oppor-
tunity of learning the ritual, but at the same time;
the Past Sovereigns were always anxious to impart
the knowledge they themselves possessed. On his
own part, he thanked them for the compliment they
had paid him, trusting that for many years they:
should meet in the same spirit, and enjoy each:
other’s society.

Sir Knt MARsH said it gave him great satisfaction;
to remain a member of the Premier Conclave, and
he could assure them, that it was one of the-
proudest moments in his life when he filled the
hair, and his year of office was most successful.
He was one of the first Sovereigns, when the’
Premier Conclave was resuscituted, and he thought
during the year he installed 36 Knts, into it, some
of whom were present on this occasion, but many
were absent, and he could sincerely say that no one
had more the interest of the Premi-r Conclave at-
heart than ke had. Anything he could do to assist-
the working of that or any other Conclave he should
always be happy and willing to do, and he would
mention that a Conclave of Instruction was held ex.
the third Thursday in every month at the Lyceum
Tavern, where all might correctly learn the ritual.
of the Order. [Sir Knights Hubbard and Powell
also retimrned thanks),

Sir Knight Larrui next gave *“The Officers of
the Conclave,” coupling with the toast the name of
the V.E. >ir Knt. Trickett.

Sir Knight Trickerr, V.E., on bebalf of himself
and the other Officers of the Conclave, thanked the
M.P.S. for the way in which he Lad proposed their
healths, and the Sir Knights for the cordial manner
in which they had responded to it. He counld only
say they would do all they could to forward the
interests of the Red Cross Order.

The health of Sir Knt. Dr. Holman having been
drunk with great cordiality, -

Sir Knight Dr. HoLsax said he had been a great
traveller, and wherever lie had been he had done his
best to promote the great interests of Freemasonry,
and he believed that his labours had been met with
success. In India, Africa, the Cape of Good Hope,
and elsewhere, I'reemasonry existed, and there was
a Grand Lodge in Africa, where it was carried out
in a most careful and remarkable mauner. In a few
years hence he hoped to settle amongst them, and
be able to carry out the great principles of the
Order in a more useful and profitable manner than
he was then able to do.

Some other toasts were given, and a very happy
meeting was brought to a close, but we ought not
to omit the mention of the services of Sir Xnights
Parker and Weaver, who throughout the evening
delighted the company with their vocal aud iustru~
mental performances, and especially as regards the
latter in their rendering of the Miserere from
“Trovatore.”

TIE ANNUAL RRPORT.

The statement of accounts and the annual report
of the Exceutive Committee for 1868-9, and list of
oflicers and conclaves has just been published under
the superintendence of Sir Kut Little, The report
states i—

“It will Le seen that the receipts are increasing,
and that the ordinary disbarsements are exceedingly
small in amount, the heavy items being expenses
attending the Trieunial Festival) whieh will not be
held again until 1871), a donation to one of the
Masonic institutions, and payments for copies of
the ritual and printing the statutes, which will
eventually be recouped to the order. During the
pat year eight new conclaves have been added to
the roll, making the number fourteen in all, and a
large number of brethren have been received as
members,”

Visitors to the Oxferd Commemoration Festivi-
ties next week will have the opportunity of attend-
ing the Musonic Féte, which promises to be a most.
cnjoyable affair, not only for the brethrem of the
province, but also for their lady friends, who will
doubtless grace the mecting in considerable num-
bers,

We are glad to learn that the Concert given by
Bro. Fitsgerald at the Lecture Hall Greenwich, on.
Saturday, the 29th ult., was very successful, there
being no less than 700 persons present. Bro. Joha
Fitzgerald conductud, and Bro. James Weaver was
leader.
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Finsbury Lodge, No. 861.—This prosperous lodge
qmet-on Friday, the 28th ult., at the Jolly Anglers
‘Tavern, Bath-street, St. Luke’s, when (in conse-
quence of the respected Master being unable to
wttend at the commencement of the ‘proceedings)
the W. Bro. R. Leach, in an able manner, conferred
the third degree on Bros. Proskaur and Dagley, after
which the W. Bro. Alfred Day, P.M, (Treasurer),
installed Bro. E. M. Davey as W.M, for the year
enguing. The W.M. then appointed and invested
the following officers, all of whom, judging from
their antecedents, will do credit to the judgment
of the new Master : W. Watson, P.M. ; J. Niclolls,
S.W.; R. Hart, JW.; Alfred Day, P.M., Treas. ;
T. E. Purdy, P.M., Sec. ; E. Benjamin, S.D.; W.
Stokes, 1.D.; W. Mackey, P.M., W.S.; J. Bilby,
P.M., Organist; H.J.\W. Thompson, P.M. 65, D.C.;
and Vesper, P.M., 98, 180, 181, 554, Tyler. The
banquet which followed was served in Bro. Bond’s
best style, and at its conclusion the W.M., in a neat

- and appropriate speech, presented, on behalf of the
brethren, a large and valuable silver cup to the late
highly-respected W. Master, Bro. Watson, who in
a very pleasing manner returned thanks. The pro-
ceedings were enlivened by some capital music and
songs. Amongst the visitors were. Brds. Perrin
(P.M. 101), Davies (P.M. 228), Shepperd (J. W, 27),
Forbes (J.W. 65), Leplastrier. (L.G. 63), Sims (65),
Hamilton (704), Berry (639), Grayward (919),
Robeets (740), Jaques (1108), &e.

PROVINCIAL., .

Wincnrster.—ZLodge of Economy, No.76.—The
regular monthly meeting of this lodge was held at
the Masonic Hall on Wednesday, May 26th, when
the following brethren were present ; — Sheppard,
‘W.M.; Stopher, S.W. ; Everitt, J.W.; Sherry, Treas.;
Stopher, Sec.’; Whale, S.D.; Penton,J.D.; Oakshot,
P.M.; Priddis, I.G.; E. Snelling, Bishop, F. L.
Warner, J. W. Snelling, Hubbersty, H. Newman,
W. H. Wooldridge, Sealy, Doswell, Beach, and Hutt;
and Tanner (W.M. 177), Warren (177), and Bodley
(Sec. 39), visitors.—The minutes of the last meeting
having been read and confirmed, Bro. Frederic 1.
‘Warner was raised. The brethren then proceeded
to discuss the following notice of motion by Bro.
Sherry :—* That the scheme proposed by Br. Clabon
for appropriating a portion of the Fund of Benevo-
Ience to other than the purposes for which it was
created, be taken into consideration and discussed.”
Bro. Sherry introduced the subject, and invited the
remarks of the brethren present, saying that he
would found a resolution on the opinions expressed
by a majority of the members——DBro. Sheppard ex-
plained the scheme for the information of those
wnacquainted with the suljeet —The scheme was
opposed by Bros. Onkshot, Warner, and Wale; and
supported by Bro. Stopher.—Bro. J. W. Suclling
spoke as follows : The fact that the Tand of Benevo-
lence was originally instituted and has continued so
long withont question dedieated to the velief of
Masons iu distress, and that suchi distress still exists,
inclines me to the decided opinion that it cannot
rightly be alienated from its original purpose. That
part of the scheme which proposes an enlarged
application of the funds to the relief of distressed
Masons, mects with my most cordial support, but to
nearly all the rest [ decidedly opposged. Upon a
hasty analysis of the published figures, 1 find that
the surplus of £11,000 which existed in 1840 should
be at the end of 1867, at 3} per cent., about £26,100,
and the actual amount was only £26,779, showing
that the swrjus has in the main avisen from the
accnmulation of the original surplus of 1840, and
that on an average of yeurs the contributions, &e.,
have only sufliced for the relicf of eases of distress,
and that, too, on the present seale.  Let us see what
will be the effert of doubling the amount of relief,
ag proposed.  The average annual amount of relief
for six years ending 1867, irrespeetive of the grant
to the charvities, was £2,120, the amount fur the Iast
year of that period being £2,108, Now, if we double
the average amount, we have £4,240; and the actual
contributions, &e., for 1867 (irrespective of interest)
only amounted to £4.226, showing that the existing
contributions, &e., will only just suflice for the in-
creased grants proposed, leaving the interest on
investments, 41,053, to meet the aunnal grant to
the clirities,  The total interest on invested funds
for eight years ending 1867 amounted to £5,501, and
the amount grarvted to the charvities for the same
period was £6,400; and although the present interest
13 slightly more than suiticient to pay the £800 to
the charities, it may fairly be asked, why the aged
and deeayed Masons should not be as mue! thought
of in the applieation of any such trifling s «eplus ns
the Musanic scliools, which are so well suppoarted
with constantly iucreasing libernlity 7 1 contend
that there will be seareely auy surplus, if the funds
are liberally dealt with for their only legithmate

1 purpose, Let us examine how they have been dis-

pensed of late years :—

Contributions, &e., in 1862, ’63, and 64 ... £9,302
Ditto, ditto, in 1865, ’66, and '67 ... . 11,769
Increase of contributions, &c. ... £2,467
Expenditure for relief (497 cascs), 18624  £7,100
Ditto, ditto (420 cases) 1865-7 ... . 5,621
Decrease in charity ... . .. £1,479

So that, in tl.e face of such an increase, 77 less cases
were relieved, and £1,479 less expended, in the last
period of three years'! I leave these figures to speak
for themselves, —The followiug resolution was then
proposed and seconded : “That in the opinion of
this Lodge the scheme proposed by Bro. Clabon is
approved, with the exception of that part which
states that the widow of a deceased brother (no
matter what her poverty be) cannot apply a second
time for relief; and also that part which proposes to
take from the surplus Fund of Benevolence two-
thirds for the use of the Masonic schools, the latter
proposition being alien to the 18th article of the Act
of Union between the two Grand Lodges of England
in 1813, which records as follows: ‘The fund appro-
priated to the objects of Masonic benevolence shall
not be infringed on for any purpose, but shall be
kept strictly and solely devoted to charity, and pains
taken to increase the same This Lodge is also of
opinion the scheme ought to be referred back to the
Committee for amendment, and more time allowed
for its consideration, especially as very few lodges in
the provinces are aware of the magnitude of the
scheme.”—Bro. Stopher moved an amendment,which
was not seconded, and the resolution was carried
with one dissentient.

WarrixetoN.—Lodye of Lights, No. 148.—The
regular monthly meeting of this ledge was held on
Monday last, at the Masonic-rooms, at 6.30. The
W.AL, Bro. D. W, Finney, was supported by Bros.
W. Mossop, S.W.; W. Richardson, JW.; W, S,
Hawkins, 8.D.; Dr. Cooper, G.D. ; H. P. Stedman,
4., Chaplain ; John Bowes, P.M, P.Z, &e,
Hon. Sce. ; Jos. Maxficld, P.M. ; W. Fletcher-Wood,
J. Mee, Pattison (Org.), W. Robinson, W, H.
Spring, H. Syred, Rev. J. Nixon Porter, Rev. W,
Whitelegge, Jos. Robinson, George Bailey, Robert
Gibbouns, Jas. Johnson, Tyler. Jas. Hannah, (Tyler,
1250.)  Visitors :—DBros. Arthur Worrell, (W.M.
1225), and P. J. Edelsten, (1134) The lodge was
opened in due form, when the minutes of the pre-
vious meeting were read and confirmed.  Bro, Rev.
W. Whitelegge, being o candidate for preferment,
and having proved his claim, was entrusted and
retired, and in due time passed.  Bro. George Bailey
being desirous of advaneement, and having given
proof of proficicney, was entrusted and retived.  The
lodge was opened in the third degree, Bro, Bailey
re-admitted aud raiscd, the W.AL being assisted by
Bros. Bowes, The lodge was duly lowered; when
Grand Lodge certificates were signed and delivered to
Bros. W. Fletehar-Wood and James Currey, of the
United Lodge, No. 679, Colchester 3 and two gentle-
men were proposed as fit and proper persons to be
made Masons,  Nothing further being praposed for
the gocd of Masonry, the lodge was duly elosed.

Oxrorp,—dlfred Lodge, No. 340.—The annual
festival of this lodge, was held prior to the meeting
of the Provincial Grand Lodge (of which a detailed
report is given in another page) at the Masonic Hall
(by permission of the Apollo Univ. Lodge.) Dro.
A, Spiers, D.P.GAM  in the unavoidable absence of
the W.M., took the chair, and installed in a most
admirable mauner, his son Bro. Samuel P. Spiers,
as WM. Ou the conclusion of the ceremeny, the
W.M. appointed his oflicers as follows :— Bros. J,
Juggins, S.W. 3 W, G Emberling JW, 5 Rev, T. G,
Mortimer. PM., Chap.; I, Houghton, P.M,,
Treas, ; W. R. Ilobhs, Sce.; Walter Thompson,
S D; G.T. Priov, J. D; W. Duarling, D.C,;
J. Saunders, D.C.; D, Speneer, LG.; T Chapman,
Orgst.; W. J. Thurland, Stwd.; W. Stephens,
T.; G, Norwood, T. The W.M. then initiated his
brother My, I, 15, Spiers, and Mr. R. Williams, into
Freemasonry.  The lodge was closed in due form.

Cocrenryouri, — Shidduw  Lodge, No. 1002 —
The annual meeting of this lodge was held in their
lodgeroom, on the Ist inst., for the purpose of instal-
ling Bro. Robinson Iraper, the late S.W. of the
lodge in the chair of K.S. There were presenton this
oceasion, Brs. Morton, P and P.P.S,.G. W, ; Ken-
worthy, PO Faithfull, M, and P.PJ.G.W. ;
Dodugson, AL, P.PJ.G.D.; Pearson, Past S.W,;
T, I. Taylor, Past Sce.; B, Thwaites, Past J.W.;
W, Taylor, 8. D, The lodge being opened in form
by the WM., Bro. Shilton, P.P.(i.5.B., Bro. Morton,
assumed the chair,when Bro. Robinson was presented
and having taken the O.B,; all helow the rank of
Past Masters retired, and a board of Tustalled
Mastors duly formed, when Bro. Robinson was
regularly installed in the ehair of K.8, for the ensu-
ing twelve manths,  The lncthren having re-entered
the lodge and saluted the W M. according to ancient
custom, he appointed his oflicers as follows :— Bros.
T F. Taylor, 8.W.; Jos. Mayson, J.W.; the Rev.

W. Williams, Sec.; Ivening, S.D.; Braithwaite,
J.D.; Pearson (Lorton), I.G.; Pearson (Cocker-
mouth), Past S.W., was elected Treas., and Potts
Tyler. The lodge being closed with good harmony,
‘the brethren retired to the Globe Hotel to partake
of the good things provided for them by Bro. Rapley.
On the removal of the cloth, the W.M. (Bro. Robin-
son) said the first toast he had to propose was one
he was sure he had only to name to ensure a hearty
reception, namely, ** Her Majesty the Quuen and the
Craft,” they had been accustomed to associate her
name with the fact of being the daughter of a Mason,
but now he might speak of a closer tie--the mother
of a Mason, as he believed His Royal Highness the
Prince of Wales had enrolled his name amongst us.
The National Anthem was sung by the brethren.
The W.M. then proposed “ Their Royal Highnesses
the Prince and Priucess of Wales,” alluding in
eulogistic terms to the high esteem in which the
royal family were held, as being unequalled in the
history of this country. The healths of the MW,
Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, the Prov.
G.M. and other Grand Officers, were given with full
Masonic honours,  Bro. Morton proposed the
 Retiring Master,” which was responded to by Bro.
Shilton. Bro. Faithfull proposed in very flattering
terms, ¢ The newly-installed Master.” “The Past
Masters, Masters, and Brethren of other Icdges” was
given by Bro. Pearson, (Cockermouth). Bro. Shilton
proposed the “ Retiring Officers,” thanking them for
their assistance during the year, and was responded
to by Bros. T. ¥. and W. Taylor. Bro. Dodgson
proposed the “ Newly-invested Officers,” which was
responded to by Bro. Williams, After the toastlist
was disposed of, Brother Pearson (Cockermouth),
rose and said he had great pleasure in informing the
brethren that the application to the Fund of Bene-
lence in aid of Bro. John Adams, who was now
incapacitated, had been successful; they had voted
a sum of £30, for which success they were very
greatly indebted to Bro Busher, Past Grand Sword-
bearer of England, and P.J.G.W,, for his zcal and
activity in the matter. The procecedings of the even-
ing were enlivened with songs by Bros. Faithfull,
Williaans, and Evening, and the Tyler’s toast brought
the meeting to a close at an early hour, enabling
the country iembers to reach their homes in good
time.

THrE ROYAL ARCH,
METROPOLITAN,

Canonbury Chapter, No. (G57.—The regular convo-
cation of this chapter was hield on the 27th ultimo,
at the George llotel, Aldermanbury, the M.E.Z.,
Comp. Ough, occupying the chair. This being the
night for installation, that ceremony was performed
hy Comyp Watson, P Z., in a very efficient manner.
Comp. Wiscombe was duly installed, and on the re-
admission of the companions he invested his oflicers
as follows :— Comps. S, May, H.; J. Tanuer, J,;
F. Cox, N.; Jones, A.S.; Appleby, I.; IL Cary,
S.E, 5 Decent, Treasuver 3 and W. Ough, G.P., P.Z.
A jewel was theu presented to that Companion, the
chapter was closed until August next, and the com-
panions adjomned 1o a very exeellent Lanquet,
After the usual toasts, Comp, Ough proposed the
hiealth of the M.E.Z, and in the course of a very
excellent speech, enlogistic of the qualities of that
worthy companion, said he lad great pleasure in
seeing him in that high position, and lie had held
cvery office required in the chapter to the satisfac-
tion of all the companions. He (Comp, Ough)
trusted that at the expiration of his year of oflice
the approbation of the chapter would be given to
him as on this occcasion,—The M.ILZ. returned
thanks in an able speech charaeteristic of him.  Ile
regretted that hisavaeations coulil not possibly allow
Lim time to perfeet himself in the duties required of
him, but if any merit were due, lie gave the credit
entirvely to Comp. Todd, whom he had to thank for
his introduction to every position in the Craft, and
even in this sublime degree. (At the conclusion of
his excellent speech the MUE.Z, was grected with
loud :pplause.)—The visitors were Comps, Warr
(179), Bonrne (S.E. 749), and 1. M. Levy (P’ M, 188).
Comp. Warr returned thanks for the visitors, and
Comp. Webh for the P.Z.’s.—The M.E.Z. then said
he had now a pleasing duty to perform-—that of
woposing the health of Comp. Ough, who held a
]Iig{l position in the Grand Lodge of England ax
G.P., and it afforded him gratifieation in mentioning
his name in connection with this chapter. His
excellent working in every office he undertook had
always been to the satisfaction of every one who
witnessed it.— Comp. Ough, in responding, said he
felt great pleasure in receiving from the M.E.Z.,
in the name of the chapter, the elegant jewel placed
on his breast ; and it would be an episode in his life
to remember this pleasing testimonial. e would
do all in his power on every occasion to forward the
welfare of the cha pter.—Comps. S. May and J.
Tanner returned thanks for the principal officers,
Comip. May remarking that he hoped, from the feel-
ing manifested, he should on a future oceasion
occupy the chair of the M.E Z.—The M.E Z. said it
was out of the routine, but he would ask the com
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panions present to drink a special toast, namely, the
health of Comp. B. P Todd, who bad been laid on
a bed of sickness; and he (the M.E.Z.), as well as
every one present, was glad to see him among them
again, particularly as one of the founders of this
chapter.- -Comp. Todd (who on rising to respond
was greeted with great cordiality, and was visibly
affected), in a very appropriate speech thanked them
* for their expressions of sympathy, and trusted that
those expressions would be fully carried out. He
was as glad to be amongst them as they were to see
him.—Some very good harmony was ecntributed by
several companions, particularly by Comps. D. .
Jacobs and E. W. Cannoun, and after a very agree-
able evening the companions separated at an early
. hour.

. PROVINCIAL.
Haurax.—Chapier of Regularity, No. 448.—The
- annual meeting of this Chapter was held on Monday,
the 31st ult,, when there was a good attendance of
the companions. The Chapter having been opened,
and the minutes of the previous quarterly meeting
confirmed, a ballot was taken for Bro. William
Hemingway, and Bro. Thos. M. Dolan, which was
unanimously in their favour, and they were subse-
quently exalted to the degree of R.A. by Comp.
Normauton, Z., the historical portion of this beaunti-
ful degree being exceedingly well given by Comp.
A. Supton. The Companions then retired, and a
hoard of installed first Principals was opened, when
the following Principals and officers weie installed
and invested for the ensuing year (Comp. Bates,
P.Z., Comp. Greenwood, P.Z., nd Comp. Norman-
ton, P.Z., performing the ceremony (Comps. viz,
William Cooke, P.Z., as Z. ; C. J. Walshaw, as H. ;
R. Lord, as J.; G. Normanton, as J.P.Z;
H. N. Bates, P.Z. as Treas; E. Walshaw, as B.;
F. Whitaker, as N.; W. F. Wilkinson, as P.S,
W. H. D. Horsfall and A. Roberts, as A.S.
W. J. Laidler, as D. of C.; T. M. Dolan and
W. Hemingway, as Stewards ; J. Greenwood, P.Z,
as Jaunitor. The Chapter was then duly closed, and
the Companions adjourned vo refreshment, and spent
a very convivinl evening together. In order to give
the Companions an opportunity of becoming
thoroughly acquainted with this imposing ceremony,
it was resolved to hold an instruction meeting, on
the last Mouday in every month, the first meecting
to be hield on the 28th of June.

we we

MARK MASONRY.

PROVINCIAL,

LEICESTER. —Fowke Lodye, No. 19.—A bi-monthly
mecting of this Lodge was held at the Freemasons’
Hall, on Thursday, the 27th ultimo, the officers
present being Bros. Kelly, P.G.M., W.M. ; Captain
Bankart, P.M.; Major Brewin, S.W. and W.M.
elect: W, B, Smith, J.W.; Duff, M O, ; C.Johnson,
8.0, ; Stratton, Treasurer and Registrar, and others,
The Lodge Laving been opened in due form, and
the minutes of the last meeting read and confirmed,
a ballot ‘was taken for Dros. the Rev. Nauthaniel
Hagyeroft, D.D., of the Universal Ladge, No. 181,
London ; Edwin J. Crow, of St. John's Lodge, No.
279 ; and Joseph Elgood, of the John of Gaunt
Lodge, No. 523, who were duly elected. ‘There
were seven other eandidates due for advancement,
who had been previously elected, but, from various

causes, the only candidate in attendance was Bro, .

Haycroft, who was advanced to the degree of Mark
Master, Bro. Charles Johnson presiding at the in-
atrument during the ceremony, and introducing the
several chants, Bro. Kelly then proceeded to instal,
as his successor in the Chair, Bro. Brewin, who was
presented for that purpose by Bro. Bankart, .M.,
and on the Board of Tnstalled Masters being closed,
the brethren were called in and the newly-installed
W.M. was proclaimed and saluted.  Dro, Brewin
then appointed the ofticers for the ensaing year, and
invested those who were present, viz.,—Bros, W,
B. Smith, S.W.; Dutf] J.\\’.; Rev. N. Hayeroft,
D.D.,, Chaplain; Charles Johnson, M.O.; Ilerbert,
8.0.; J. 6. Hadges, S.D.; Toller, J.D.; G. .
Hodges, Registrar; Stretton, Treasurer (clected) ;
Pavtridge, Sceretary ; Charles' Johnson, Organist ;
Sculthorpe, LG, ; Bembridge, Tyler. Some financial
business having been discussed, the Lodge was
closed in ancient form, and the brethven adjourned
to refreshment, it having been previously resolved
that the meeting in July should not be lield.
Wincuesrer—MNark Musters' Lodge of Economi,
No. 52— A preliminary mceting of this lodge tovk
place on Tucesday, the 256th May, at the Masonie
Hall, when there were presént :—The Most
Worshipful Grand Mark Master, Bro. W, W, B.
Boach, W.M. ; Bros, E. Sheppard, 8.W.; Geo. Oak-
whot, J.W. 5 J. Naish, Treas., C, shervy, See.;J, W,
Lamb, 8.0., and Henry Pottle, Tyler, The minutes
of the previous Lodge were read and confirmed.
The following eandidates were then admitted and
advanced to the Hon. Degree of Mark Masters ;—
Bros. William Lumsden,, Edward Snelling, Johu
T. Doswell, Humphry Priddis, Henry Warren,
Walter Whale, Atweek DPenton, Edwin Carter,
William M. Wooldridge, James W. Snelling,

Samuel R: Everitt, and Henry Pottle. Bro. Sherry
proposed and Bro. Naish seconded, Bro. Edward
Sheppard as W M., for the ensuing year ; the ballot
was taken which passed unanimously. Bro. Sheppard
proposed, and Bro. Oakshot seconded, Bro. Naish,
which also passed unanimously.——The regular
monthly meeting of the lodge took place on Thurs-
day, May 27th. Present during the evening :-—
The R.W. Bro Binckes, G.8.,, as W.M.; DBros.

Everitt, S.W. ; Oakshot, JW.; IHarris, M.O.;

Whale, 8.0. ; E. Snelling, J.0. ; Stopher, Registrar
of M. ; Naish, Treas. ; Sherry, Sec.; Warren S.D. ;
Lumsden, J.D.; Warner, D.C.; Priddis, L.G.; J.
R. Stebbing, Grand Treas. ; Dounvell, W, H. Wool-
aridge, Sealey, Hewitt, Bishop, and Pottle, Tyler.
The following dispensation was read :— Grand
Lodge of Mark Masters, Winchester, 25 May, 1869,
—1It having been represented that it will be for the
advantage ot the interests of the Economy Lod se
of Mark Masters, No. 52, that Bro. Edward Shep-
pard should- be instilled as W. Master for the
ensuing year, the members of the lodge are hereby
authorised to elect and install Bro. Sheppard as 'W.
Master, nothwithstanding he has not filled the office
of Warden in a Mark Masters’ Lodge. This dis-
pensation must be read in open lodge prior to the
confirmation of the minutes of the clection, and
must be entered on the minutes of the lodge,— By
command of the M.W.G.M., Frep Bixcxes, G.S.—
The minutes of the last lodge were read and con-
firmed, and the R.W. Brother then ‘“advanced”
the following candidates :—Bros. George Sealey,
Thos Stopher, Fred J. Warner, C. Bishop, Jas. Harris,
aud E. Hewitt, the Jast-named, in conjunction with
Bro. I J. Barratt, having thisevening been balloted
for and elected. Brother J. K. Stebbing, Grand
Treasurer, presented the W. Master elect, Bro.
Edward Sheppard, in an eloquent address, aud the
ceremony of installation was proceeded with. Bro.
Sheppard being placed in the chair, appointed his
officers as above-named. The Right Worshipful
Bro. Binckes thenaddressed the W. Master, Wardeus,
Overseers and brethren in an cloquent speech.  Bro.
J. R. Stebbing, Grand L'reasurer, proposed that a
vote of thanks be given, and recordsl ou the minutes
of the lodge, to the R.W. Bro. Binckes, for his kind-
ness in attending at great personal inconvenience,
aud for-the very great Masonic treat afforded by his
skill in working the ceremonies. Bro. Naish, Treas.,
scconded the proposition, which was carried with
great acclamation. DBro. J. R. Stebbing, Grand
Treasurer, invited the W, Master, and as many of
the brethren of the lodge as could make it con-
venient, to attend at Southampton the next day at
his installation as W. Master of the St. Andrew’s
Mark Masters' Lodge, No. 63. Nine other candi-
dates were proposed for “advancement’ at the next
meeting, which will take place on Thursday, the 24th
>f June. The lodge was then closed, and the
brethren partook of an excellent banquet, provid:d
by Bro, Priddis, and erjoyed a most plensurable
and intellectual evening.

IS THERE A ((OD 1

How ecloquently does Chataubriand reply to the
inquiry “Is there a God 7" Our I'rench brethren in
AMasouic error should receive this lesson from their
great countryman ; ‘s there n God?”  The herbs
of the valley, the cedirs of the mountain bless [lim;
the insect sports in Ilis beams; the elephant salutes
Ilim with the rising day ; the bird sings Iim in the
foilage, the thunder proclaims Ilim in the heavens;
the occan declares Ilis immensity. Man alone has
said #There is no God ! Unite in thought at the
same instant the most beautiful objects of nature ;
suppose you sce at once all the hours of the day and
all the seasons of the year; a morning of spring and
amorning of autumn; a night bespangled with stars
and a night covered with clouds ; medaows enametled
with  flowers, and  forests . hoary with snow ;
fields gilded with tints of antumn ; then alone yom
will have a just conception of the uuiverse, While
you are gazing upon that sun which is plung-
ing under that vault of the west, another observer
admires him emerging from the gilded gates of the
east. By what inconccivable magic does that aged
star which is sinking fatigned and burning in the
shades of the evening, reappear at the cvery instant
fresh and humid with the rosy dews of morning? At
every instant of the day the glorious orh is at once
rising, resplendent at noon-day, and setting in the
west 3 or rather our senses deceive us, and there is,
properly speaking, no cast or west or south in the
world, ~ Iiverything reduces itself to a single point,
from wlience the king of day sends forth at once u tripla
light in onc single substance.  The bright splendor is
that which nature can present that is most heantiful,
for while it gives us an idea of the perpetual magni-
ficence and resistless power of God, it exhibits at the
same time a shining image of the glorious Lrinity.—
% The Freemason,” St. Louis, Mo., U.S.A.

CONSECRATION OF TIE DE MOWBRAY
CHAPTER, 1130, MELTON MOWBRAY.
The Grand Chapter having granted a warrant

for o R.A. Chapter to be attached to the Rutland

Lodge in the hunting metropolis of Leicestershire,—

the officers nominate being the Rev. W. Langley,

Z.; I. P. Newcome, H.; and W. Kelly (P.Z. and

P.G.HL), J.—the chicf officers of the Provincial

Grand Chapter attended at Melton, on Friday

s¢’nnight for the purpose of consecrating the Chapter

and installing the principals. .

Among those present were Companions W. Kelly,
P.Z and P.G.H. (who presided as the representative
of the Right Hon. Barl Howe, G. Supt.); W.
Weare, P.Z,, as P.G.H. ; the Rev. Jolin Spittal, M.
E.Z. 279, as. P.G.J.,, (who gave most inipressively
the two portions of the conseeration prayer); Major .
Brewin, P.Z. and P.G.8.E ; Rev. W. Langley ; I\
P. Newcome (principals designate) ; Adeock, Bright,
Mann, Leadbeater, Foller (£.8. 279); Crow (who
presided’ most effectively at the harmonium), and
others. o .

The following is a programme of the evening.
The first anthem was sang to an air exjressly com-
posed for the occasion by Comp. Crow; and-the
second to an air composed by Comp. Lilix, P.P.G.O.,
on the occasion of consecrating the Masonic
Hall at Leicester :— -

The Officers of the P.G. Chapter, and other Installed Prin-
cipals, enter and open the Chapter at 2 p.m.  The Principals
nominated in the Warrant and the other Companions present

. enter to Solemn Music, and take their places.

Anthem—* Hail! universal Lord.”

The P.G. Scribe L. addresses the acting G.Z., who desires
him to read the Petition and Warrant.

The G.Z. enquires if the Companions approve of the
Ofticers named in the Warrant.

The G.S.E. presents the new Principals to the G Z.—The
Companions of the new Chapter arrange themselves behind
them, on the N, and S, sides of the altar. i

First portion of the Dedication Prayer, by Rev.
Graud J.

Prov.

All— Chant—*¢ So mote it be.”
Anthem—* Behold how good a thing it is,”

A passage of Scripture is read ~(1 Kings, viii, i—vi.)

The Altar is uncovered, and the three acting Principals,
malke the circuit of the Chapter thres times with corn, wine,
and oil—S8olemn Music is played, except during the intervals
of dedication, At the end of the first circuit and dedica-
tion 1 —

AN~ Chant—* Glory be to God on high"

After second circnit and dedication :—

All—Chant—* Glory be to God on high.”

After third circuit and dedieation :—

All - Chant—* Glory be to God on high.”

The Rev, P.G.J. makes the circuit with the censer,

Second portion of the Consecrated Prayer,

All—Chant—* So mote it be.”
The G Z. declares the Chapter Consecrated.
All—Chant—¢* So mote it be.”
Iymn—* Blessed City, Heavenly Salem,”
INsTALLATION,

The ceremony of consecration being completed, a
board of installed principals was formed, and the
Rev. Comp. Langley was regularly installed in the
chaivs of J.II. and Z., and Comp. Newcome in those
of J. and IL, by Comp. Kelly, assisted by Comps.
Spittal, Brewin, and Weare, P.Z.'s.

On the retirn of the Companions a ballot was
taken for Bros. the Rev. W. Kay Robinson,
P.M., Hemry Douglas, S.W., J. J. Fash, Sece, and
John Selby, of the Rutland Lodge (due notice of
which had been given in the summons), who were
unanimously elected, aud having been respeetively
introduced were regularly exalted, the ceremony
being efliciently performed by the newly-installed
M.E.Z., and Comp. Toller, acting as .S, Comp.
Brewin, P.Z. 279, kindly ofliciating as N.

On the completion ot the ceremony, the Historical
Lecture was given by Comp. Drewin, and the
Symbolieal and Mystical Lectures by Comp. Kelly.
The officers were then elected and invested, and the
bye-laws having been adopted, votes of thanks were
passed to Comp, Kelly, P.G.IE, and the other
conscerating ofticers, also to Comp. Crow for his
musical services, which had added so greatly to the
impressive eflect of the ceremony.  The Chapter was
then closed, and the visiting Companions were hos-
pitably entertained at a banquet by the members.

The furniture, jewels, &ec., were supplied by Comp.
Kenning, Little Brituin, London, and gave great
satisfaction, the banuers especially being greatly
admired. There is every prospect of the Chapter
having a prosperous carecr.

Our MrLnourNe Brerurex will be pleased to
learn that Bro. Montague 8. Machen, P.M. 930,
who was so well and favourably known to them as
Honorary Secrctary of their  Charitable Institu-
tions,” and as a Director of Frecinasons' Hall,
Melbourne, was clected a member of the Colonial
Board, at the meeting of Grand Lodge on Wednes-
day last.
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THE PRINCE OF WALES AND
FREEMASONRY. .

THE official announcement that the Prince of
‘Wales had been received into the Ancient Order
of Freemasonry, was made in Grand Lodge on
‘Wednesday last, by the Eal of Zetland, Most
Worshipful Grand Master of England. '

The doubts of some, and the hopes of many
members of the fraternity are thus happily set
at rest, and although a feeling approaching to
disappointment may exist because the Prince
was not initiated in an English lodge, we are
sure that a welcome none the less hearty and
genuine awaits our Royal Brother upon his
affiliation as an English Mason.

Tt has been erroncously supposed that in
geeking adinission into the Masonic Ovder at
the hands of a foreign jurisdiction, the Prince
of Wales has to some extent ignored the exist-
ence of Freemasonry in the British Islands, but
in so doing we may observe that His Royal
Highuness merely followed the example of the
late Dukes of Kent and Sussex, who were initiated
respectively in the Union Lodge at Geneva and
the Royal York Lodge at Derlin. His Royal
Highness is the third Prince of Wales who has
openly identified himself with the Craft since
the cstablishment of the Grand Lodge of Eng-
land in 1717. The first was Frederick, father
of King George 111, who was initiated in 1737 ;
and the sccond was, afterwards, Iing George 1V,
who entered the Order in 1787, The Dukes of
York and Gloucester were both initiated in the
Britanunic Lo:dge, now No. 33.

At the Quarterly Communication of Grand
T.odge, the Most Worshipful Grand Master
further stated that in accordance with pre-
cedents, the rank of a Past Grand Master would
be conferred upon the Prince of Wales In
every instance of a member of the Royal Family
becoming allied to the Craft, the rank of a Past
Grand Master of England has been at once
awarded to him by vote of Grand Lodge.
There was, howevesr, a slight variation from this
procedure with respect'to Geovge IV, then Prince
of Wales, as in his case the resolution stated
that he was ¢+ rank next to, and be placed on
all Masonic occasions at the right hand of, the
Most Worshipful Grand Master.  We rejoice to

know that another prince of the illustrious house of

Brunswick is added to the honcrable roll of our
ancient fraternity.  We rcjoice, more especially,
because the Prinee of Wales, as the heir apparent
to the throne, stands next to our beloved
Sovereign in the hearts of all loyal Britons,

It is, no doubt, a saurce of pecaliar gratifieation
to Lord. Zetland, to witness such an illustrious
accession to the runks of Freemasonry during his
Grand Mastership, and it is a satisfiction to all
liberal and free-winded men to finl, notwith
standing ultramontane denunciations and papal

threats, our illustrious brother has not been
deterred from entering into the Masonic Order,
and publicly avowing his high appreciation of its
objects, and his desire to promote its influence
and prosperity.

THE FUND OF BENEVOLENCE.

Tre Craft have spoken, and tlie Fund of Bene-
volence is safe. By a majority as overwhelming
as we anticipated some weeks ngo Bro. Clabon’s
scheme has been relegated to the limbo of
“rejected addresses.” Grand Lodge has afficmed
that the funds whkich have been handed down to
us as a sacred trust for special purposes shall not
be diverted into other channels.

Bro. Clabon, we conceive, started upon false
premises, and we ave glad to find that Bro.
Havers did not allow the point to eseape notice.

There cannot be a surplus income of the
Fund of Benevolence—there would simply be no
fund at all if the receipts of former years had
been disbursed to claimants as they appeared,
and as a considerable portion of the annual
income is now derived from the interest of the
fund itself, we are quite unable to see in what
the reputed surplus consists,

It was also opportuacly stated that we should
then be making no provision whatever for
periods of unusual depression, when, possibly,
the petitioners for relief may require assistance
beyond the amount of our yearly income, and
the Craft would then find that the principal
of the fund must be diminished, in order to
afford substantial help to brethren -in their
paverty and distress. We cannot, however,
help expressing our admiration of the extremely
lucid and able manner in which Bro. Clabon
submitted his scheme for the consideration of
Grand Lodge, and although we rejoice at the
rasult, we are bound to admit that Bro. Clabon
stated his case so fairly and strongly that his
defeat must bLe entirely attributed to the
powerful conviction in the minds of the Craft,
that all attempts to curtail or diminish the
Fund of Benevolence must be sternly and un-
mistakenbly resisted.

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION
OF GRAND LODGE.

The Quarterly Communication of Grand Lodge
was held on Wednesday last, at the Freemasons’
Hall; Gureat Queen Street, and was brilliantly
attended.

Amongst the brethren present were the Right
Hon. the Eul of Zetland, Most Worshipful
Grand daster, who presided ; Bro. John Fawecett,
Provincial Grand Master for Durham, who acted
as Deputy Grand Master ; the Earl Percy, G.S.
Warden; Frederick Perkins, P.8.G.W., acting as
J.G.W; the Ear] of Limerick, Provincial Grand
Master for Bristol ; Siv Danicl Gooch, Provincial
Urand Master for Bucks and Berks; T. M.
Talbot, Provincial Grand DMaster for South
Wales; J R. Stebbing, P.G.D., Cooper-Foster,
G.8.D,, L. Evans, President Board of General
Purposes, Rev. J. R, Simpson, P.G. Chaplain,
Rev. T. J. Ravenshaw, Grand Chaplain, Bridges,
P.G.S. 1, Potter, P.G.D., Claoon, P.G.D., Udall,
P.G.D,, E. H. DPatten, P.G.8.B., Cockerell, Grand
Superintendent of Works, McIntyre, Grand
Reg., Rev.J. Sir Warren Hayes, P.G. Chaplain,
H. Pullen, D.P.G.M., for the Isle of Wight, John
Emmens, ¥ G, Pursnivant, P.M., T A, Adams,
P.G. Pursuivant, Jos. Smith, P.G. Pursuivant,
R. J. Spiers, P.G.S.B. and D.P.G.M. for

Oxfordshire, H. Wellington Vallance, P.M. 12,
R. Spencer, P.G.S,, C. T. Dorey, P.M. 176,
T. Salter, W.M. 22, T. White, J.W. 22, Rouse,
P.G.D.,, W. H. Gregory, P.G.D.,, Campion,
P.M. 19, J. E. Sauuders, Grand Master's Lodge,
J. R. Sheen, R. W, Little, P.M., Buss, P.M., W.
Farnfield, P.G. Assistant Secretary ; Smith, C.E.,
Clarke, W.M., and Thompson, J.W. Southern
Star Lodge, H. Thompson, ditto and 177 ;
B. G. Holbrook, W.M. 359 ; C. S. Woollons,
LP.M, 364; V.W. Edmunds, P.3M., 309 ;
Massey, W.M., and Massey, S. W, Beadon Lodge;
B, 8. Main, LP.M. ; J. Wallingford ; J. Wilson,
P.M.; E Groves, S.W.; W, H. Berring; J.
Brett, Assist. G. Purs. ; Walford, J.W., 177;
J. Nunn, G.8.B. ; Mortlock, W.M., 186 ; Mann,
P.M, 186, &c:

- The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form
and with solemn prayer.

The minutes of the Quarterly Commuuication
of March 3rd, the minutes of the Especial Grand
Lodge of April 14th, and the minutes of the
Grand Festival of April 28th were rexd by Bro.
John Hervey, Grand Secretary.

~ Tne Prixce oF WALEs.

In reference to the notice which stood on the
agenda paper, with regard to the Prince of
Wales and the Cralt,

The Most Worshipful the Graxp Master
said : T have the pleasing duty to make a com-
muunication to the brethren, which I am sure
must be gratifying to the Grand Lodge and to
every Mason in the Craft in Fngland. The
communication is, that His Royal Highness the
Prince of Wales has joined our Fraternity,
having been made a Mason by His Majesty the
King of Sweden. (Applause.) I am quite sure
that this must be & most gratifying circumstance
to communicate to the Grand Lodge. T have
had more than one interview with his royal
highness lately, and he authorised me to express
to the Grand Lodge that it was his anxious wish
to be present at this Grand Lodge, and he was
very much disappointed that the circumstance
that it was held on the day sct apart for the
celebration of the Queen's birthday prevented
him having that pleasare. (Applanse.) I have
also had communicated to me privately by his
royal highness, but I am authorised by him to
mention it publicly, that it is his wish to join
one or more of the English lodges. (Applause.)
I think I need not say more on this subject,
except to express the high gratification which I
feel myself in the fact of a prince of the blood
royal, and more especially the heir to the throne,
having joined Masoury, and having expressed so
strong an interest as he has donein the good
and welfare of the Craft. (Applause.) I now
beg to give notice that, in conformity with
ancient usage, it is my intention to propose, at
the next Grand Lodge, that the runk of Past
Grand Master be conferred on His Royal High-
ness the Prince of. Wales. (Cheers) I believe
that there are numcrous precedents for this
course ; for every prince of the blood ruyal who
has joined Masonry has, upon the fact being
known and recoguised, had the rank of Past
Grand Master conferred on him. (Great ap-
plause.)

e INAUGURATION FESTIVAL.

The M.W, Graxp Masrter moved that a
vote of thanks be given to Bros Albert W,
Wonds and Thomas Fenn, the Grand Dirvector
of Cercmonies, and the Assistant Grand Director
of Ceremonics, for the very admirable manner
in which they conducted the ceremony at the
Inauguration Festival on the 14th April last,

‘Lhe motion was seconded by Bro. FAwcerT,
Pro. Grand Master for Darham, and unanimously
agreed to.

Bro. UpArLL moved that the vote of thanks be
recorded on vellum, and signed by the M.W.G.
Master, which was also agreed to.

liros Woop and Feny severally returned
thanks for the high compliment which had been
conferred upon them.

Tne Pasr GrAND PURSUIVANT.

The M.W.G. M. proposed that Bro. Thos, R.
Lewis, late Grand Pursuivant, do take rank as,
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and wear the clothing of, a Past Grand Pur-
.suivant, which wus agreed to.

Trr Boarp or GENERAL PuUrroses.
A ballot took place for members of the Board
-of General Parposes. From the Master’s list the
“following are the successful candidates —H., W.
Hemsworth, 190 ; I Lloyd, 143 ; S. May, 780 ;
T, Price, 216; F. Richardson, 14; F. W.
* .Shields, 33 ; R. W. Stewart, 12.

The Past Masters were :(—W. M. Bywater, -

19; E. Cox, 657 ; J. W. Halsey, 134 ; J. B.
:Monckton, 1,150 ; F. Robinson, 259; J. E.
:Saunders, 1. .

Tae CoLoNIAL BoOARD.

A ballot took place for members of the
‘Colonial Board, and the following weve the
successful candidates : F. Adlard, 7 ; B. Baker,
21; F. Bennoch, 1 ; C." A, Cottebrune, 733 ;
E. Cox, 657; M. 8. Machin, 930; J. G.
Marsh, 28.

THE BENEVOQLENT INSTITUTION.
Four vacancies in this committee were filled

up as under :—C. Hosgood 192, Hl. M. Levy 188,
J. G. Thompson 862, F. Walters 73.
Tue BoArRD oF BENEVOLENCE.

The report of the Board of Benevolence for
‘the last quarter was presented, in which were
recommendations for the following grants,
viz. —

The Widow of the late Bro. F. D—mo,
of the Rayal Sussex Lodge of Hospi-

tality, No. 187, Bristol ... ... ...£30 0 0
Bro. R. J. C——, of the Humber Lodge,

No. 57, Hull w. v oo e .. €75 0 O
Bro. J. A——, of the Skiddaw Lodge

No. 1002, Cockermouth ... .. ...£30 0 0
Bro. W. H —, of the Howe Lodge, No.

587, Birmingham ... .. .. ..£30 0 0
“The Widow of the late Bro. C. H. J—,

of the Palladin Lodge,No. 120, Here-

ford .. e eee e e e 0 £30 0 0O

These rccommendations were put seriatinm and
-agreed to,
TIE BUILDING COMMITTEE.

A report was brought up from the Building
Committee, the concluding portion of which was
as follows :— ’

% The labours of the Committes being now ended
it is their duty

« 1st.—Gratefully to acknowledge the
confidence which Grand Lodge has been pleased
to place in them.

# 2ud.—To assure Grand Lodge that
(under, ut times, very diflicult circumstances)
they have endeawvoured faithfully to perform
their duty. -

« 3rd.—To claim the indulgence of Grand
Lodge for any short comings, to tender their
resignations, and to offer, individually or
collectively, any assistance which the Board of
General Purposes may at any future time
require in the explanation of any matters of
doubt.

# The Committee respecifully place their
resignations in the hands of Grand Lodge, and

-submit the following resolution for its adoption.

“ +That the work for which the Building
Committee was appointed being now concluded
their resignation of their oflice be accepted.’

“ Joun HHavers, Chairman.
“ Freemasons' Hall, May, 17th, 1869,

% The Chairman having quitted the Chair, it was
unanimously resolved that the Committee being
now virtoally dissolved, they cannot separate with-
out offering to their respected Chairman, Bro. Jony
Havirs, P.G.W,, their deep sense of the ability and
kindness with which he has presided over them
during the last six years and a half. His energy
and attention in carrying out the works entrusted
to the Committee by the Craft has only been
exceeded by the courtesy with which he has listened
to the suggestions of ench of its Members, and the
unity with which they have worked hax ocen muinly
owing to the judicions manner in which he has

resided over them. 7They, thercfore, on this, the
ast time of their mecting, desire, with all respect
and kind feeling, to offer him their best and most
cordial thanks nnd good wishes for his future health
and happiness.

J. LLEWELLYN Evaxs,

Jonn SAvagE,

Georae PLUCKNETT.

“The only other member of the Committee, Bro.
Hexry GrisseLr, is abroad.”

Bro. J. Havers moved that the report be
taken as vead, which was passed. He also

J. RANKIN STEBBING.
Jony HEervey.

moved that it be entered on the minutes. At
the completion of seven years’ Jabour he thanked
the brethren for the confidence they had placed
in them, and asked their kind indulgence for
any short-comings there may have been. [The
motion was agreed to.] Br. Havers proposed the
last resolution the Committee had to offer Grand
Lodge, which was to the effect, “ That the work
for which the Building Committee was appointed
being concluded, their resignation of their office
be accepted.” In doing this he said the Com-
mittee had no desire to screen themselves from
any responsibility, but having concluded their
work, they asked Grand Lodge to accept their
resignation. ‘

The motion was then put by the M.W.G.M.

Bro. J. E. Saunpers of the Grand Master’s
Lodge, moved a rider to this resolution. e said
the Committec had framed the moution with great
delicacy, and having done a great and good work
in the completion of the building, they resigned
their trust into the hands of the Grand Lodge.
The foundation was laid in careful thought, and
the last stone in rejoicing. He felt they owed a
deep debt of gratitude to the Building Committee
which had been so ably presided over by Bro.
Havers, and to whom great honour was due.
The resolution Lie proposed was, ¢ That the work
for which the Building Committee was appointed
having been completed to the entire satisfaction
of Grand Lodge, their resignation of office be
accepted.” :

Bro. Nu~y seconded the motion as amen ded,
which was put and agreed to.

Bro. IHavers expressed his gratitude to the
Cummittee for the insertion of these words.

Tue ComutrTEE oN THE Boarp or Buwnivo-
LEXNCE,

The report of the Committee on the Royal
Masonic Benevolent Institution was deferred
until the next Grand Lodge, on account of an
informality in some notices not having been
given at the Board of Masters,

Tne PrROPOSITION To APPLY THE FUND OF THE
Boarp oF BENEVOLENCE To THE SCHOOLS.
The sccond report of the Committee on the
Fund of Benevolence was circulated amongst the
brethren, and a tabular statement of the Fund
for some years past, showing the surplus each
year, was exhibited. Tt stated, in reference to
Bro. Clabon’s proposition, that no reason existed
for continuing this accumulation, and recom-
mended that two-thirds of the surplus annually
be appropriated to the Boys’ and Girls’ Schools.
The committece proceeded in the firss instance
to consider the goneral question of the appro-
priation of the Fund of Benevolence, and the
mode of dealing therewith ; as to the amount of
relief to which the Lodge of Benevolence, and
the Grand Master, on the recommendation of
that lodge are now limited as to the inquiry
made into the cases of applicants; as to relicf
to the Scottish, Irish, and Foreign Masons, &ec,
Bro. CraboN said as the report had been
circulated amongst the members of the Craft, it
would be unnecessary for him to go into details,
but he would refer to a few of the principal
poiuts. The report proposed that two-thirds of
the surplus funds of the Board of Benevolence
should be applied towards assisting children on
their leaving the schools, for many of them were
in a very helpless state, and his proposition was
to come forward and help them. He urged
them to educate them s0 as to enable them to
get their own living. e referred to one of the
best Loys in the Boys’ School, who was discharged
at 15} years of age, and, as he had no friends,
he got « situation in a stockbroker’s office at Gs.
per week, but as there was a balance of £10
from an olil charity fund, the House Committee
supplemented that sum by a subseription out
of their own pockets to assist this boy in abtain-
ing u proper position in life. At the same time
they found a large surplus in the Board of Benc-
volence, but they had never heard one word as to
helping these children on their leaving the
schools, and the question was whether Grand
Lodye should help them, or whether they should
take the means for doing so from the Board of
Benevolenco.  The surplus last year was £1400,
in addition to the printed veport; but he did

not ask to take one penny of the surplus until
the claims of the Board of Benevolence were
satisfied. If they were to 20 on accumulating it
would be of no use to Freemasonry. If the
accumulation was to go on, it would soon amount
to £100,000, which would be holding out temp-
tation to some persons to come into masonry for
the sake of the benefits to be derived from it,
who ought to begin masonry by helping otlera.
He was of opinion, therefore, that the time was
come when they should deal with that surplus,
for in something like ten years a fund would
accumulate sufficient for all the purposes of their
schools, He was about to read some passages
from a pamphlet written by Bro. M. Cooke, when

Bro. GREGoRY rose to order.

The M.W. Graxp Master ruled Bro, Clabon
could not read the passages.

Bro. OLsBoN continued : He said at the time
of the union this fund was created as a trust.
He believed it was a trust, and quoted the 18th
Article of Union of the lst December, 1813,
which said “the fand appropriated to the objects
of Masonic benevolence shall not be infringed on
for any purpose, but shall be kept strictly and
solely devoted to charity ; and pains shall be
taken to increase the same. By adopting his
plan—to help the children—was the best way of
helping Masons themselves and which would be
strictly applying the funds to the cause of charity.
He said in answer to the question, as to why he
proposed to give some of the surplus to the
Boys’ and Girls’ School and not to the Benevolent
Tustitution for Aged Freemasons, they were
already assisted by grants from Grand Lodge and
Grand Chapter.

The Bewevolent Institution possessed a large
fund and did not spend their annual income.
After addressing the Grand Ludge for ahout
half an hour, he as chairman of the committee
moved the resolution that the report of the
committee be adopted. He referredl to an
amendment, votice of which had heen given by
the Earl of Limerick, which would empower the
Board of Benevolence to grant sums to the Boys’
and Girls’ School on the recommendation of the
House Committee, but he thought that brethren
who attended the Board of Benevolence would
agree with him that the duties of that board
were already sufficiently oncrous, they having
to sit from four to five hours to dispose of the
business, and that there ought to be no addition
to their labours.

Bro. JouNn Havers suggested that as there
were many brethren from the country who had
come up to vote upon the subject they should

take it at once as the main question. (Hear,
hear.)

Bro. Crapox adopted that course and
moved—

% Until Grand Lodge shall otherwise direct, one-
third of the annual surplus of the IMund of Benevo-
lence shall be appropriated for the Roval Masonie
Institution for Boys, and aunother third for the Royal
Masonie Iustitution for Girls, in forming funds for
apprenticing the children of Freemasons who have
been in those schools, or in otherwise assisting them
to ccmmence life.

“Such one-third part respectively shall be in-
vested in the names of four trustees for each school,
to be appointed by Grand Lodge, and the dividends
paid to the treasurer of each school.

“The general committee, on the recommendation
of the house committee of eacl school, may apply
the dividends of the fuude respectively appropriated
to the school for the benefit of childven who have
been at the School during the preceding twelve
months, in apprenticing them to avy business or
profession, or otherwise aiding them to obtain
employment, or in applying any sum granted, by
annual instalments, for a limited period, for the
benefit of those proceeding to any school, college,
or university.

¢ No sum exceading £25 shall be appropriated for
the benefit of any child, without the consent of the
quarterly court of the school, and such court shall
render to Grand Lodge an ammual account of the
receipts and expenditure on account of the said funds.

“That the scheme, as recommended by the com-
mittee, be, and the same is hereby adopted by Grand
Lodge, and added to the Book of Coustitutions
under the head Fund of Benevolence, after No, 16,
as Nos. 17, 18, 19, aud 20.”

Bro. UpaLL seconded the motion.
The Earl of Lixenick then moved an amend-
ment i—
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“The Lodge of Benevolence, on the recommenda-
tion of the house committees of the Royal Masonic
Institution for Boys, and of the Royal Masonic
Institution for Girls, respectively, may grant sums
to aid children, who have been at such schools
during the previous twelve months, in commencing
life. Providing always that the total amount so
granted, in any one year, shall not exceed one-half
of the surplus of the Fund of Benevolence for the
previous year. No sum exceeding twenty pounds
shall be appropriated for the benefit of any child,
without the consent of Grand Lodge; and such
consent, given at a quarterly communication, shall
suffice without any further confirmation.”

He was exceedingly anxious the children, on
leaving the school, should get on well in the
world, but he had great doubts whether Bro.
Clabon had gob the best scheme to promote his
object. When the scheme was originally pro-
posed it was said, «Considering the large
amount of the reserve fund of benevolence, and
the annually increasing surplus of that fund,
that no reason exists for continuing this ac-

cumulation, and that without diminishing the

principal of the reserve fund, the annual surplus
may be applied with advantage for the benefit
of this generation.” As far as that went he
could not agree with it that no reason existed
for continuing this acenmulation, for, as they
were an increasing body, their responsibilities
also were increasing. His Bro. Clabon had ex-
pressed no doubt that the Grand Lodge was
really competent to deal with the funds of the
Board of Benevolence according to the articles
of union; but he knew not whether he was right,
for articles of union did not go for much just
now. (Laughter). He felt strongly that the
funds of the Board of Benevolence should be
devoted to charity, and if they were to be
applied to the support of their children, that
ought to be done under the control of the
"Grand Lodge. Iis objection to Bro. Clabon’s
scheme was that he wanted to take two-thirds
of the swrplus funds from the coutrol of the
Board of Benevolence, and give it to a body over
whom thry had no control whatever. That was
one of his objections to that part of the report
in which it was said that the annual surplus
might be applied with advantage for the benefit
of this generation.” He did not think that it
would be the best way to take one-third of the
surplus to be invested for the use of the schools,
as for years it would be unappreciable to the
few children leaving the schools, and it would be
constantly varying in amount. He did not sce
either why chere should be devoted one-thivd to
each of the schools, unless it was to prevent
Jjealousy between them ; but he looked upon it
as a one-sided measure, and saw no reason why
a favour should be conceded to one side more
than another. Ile concluded by moving the
amendment he had proposed.

Bro. Sreppive  disagreed with both proposi-
tions before the Lodge. His olject was not to
run a tilt with his learned Brother Clahon, who
had, with great pains and assiduity, prepared the
report whielr had been presented to the Grand
Lodge, That report had been propared with greut
ability and rescarch. He (Bro. Stebbing) would
not go into-the law of the case, as to whether or
not they could send their children to the Univer-
sities ; but would contend that that was not the
charity for which that fund was created, and
which would not serve the best interests of
Freemasonry. 'I'he Board of Benevolence only
possessed the small sum of £27,000, which he
looked upon as a reproach to Freemasonry.
That was all the fund that was under the pro-
tection of Grand Lodge to relieve poor masons
and their widows, and the latter class could only
knock once at their door. It was only the other
day he heard that one small lodge in London had
o benevolent fund of between £11,000 and
£12,000, whilst their poor chilrden were looking
forward at some future time for relief from a
fand of £27,000, which was producing only
£1,500 a year. Tn his own town, a small one,

they had a fund of benevolence which was
upwards of £1000, but they hut passed a vesolu-
tion it should never be touched nntil it amounted
to £2000, and any calls in the meantime that
had been made upon it thiy had paid out of their
own pockets. He did not think that the sum of
£27,000 was what the Lodge of Bencvolence

-ought to be, and he said at the last Grand Lodge

that as large numbers were then joining their
Order they brought larger claims upor: them. The
surplus of the Board of Benevolence in 1867
was £2,200, whilst in 1863 it was only £1,200,
thereby dropping down £1000, although the
receipts were greater than in the former year;
the surplus being diminished by the extra claims
of distressed masons and their widows. He
would ask them to let the words of Bro. Clabon
sink deep in their hearts when he said that a
part of his propositivn was to farther educate
girls of sixteen years of age. He would ask the
brethren how many of their own children were
removed from educational studies before they
arrived at sixteen years of age. As it was,
parents then knew that their children were in

schools were they would receive a good educa-.

tion, and they generally took cave to provide
something for them, although they could not all
send them to the Universities. (Hear, hear, and
laughter.) He did not think they would go
to the Universities, but they would receive a
good education. (Loud cheers.) Rro. Clabon
had said that if they provided too much for
old Masons they would induce men to come into
Masonry, but on that point he joined issue with
him, for men did not come into Masonry with
such objects. - They come into it with high
hopes and feelings, seeking a position in the
world, and did not come into it, as was sug-
gested, for the purpose of asking the charity of
the Grand Lodge. He trusted that they would
pot make their schools so rich as to duzzle the
eyes of men, and induce them to join Masoury,
so that in five orr ten years they would be able
to send their sons to the Universities. (H\‘ar,
hear.) Why, if they did that it would be a
good thing for a young man with a family to
join them, with a prospect in four or five yeurs
of having the whole of his family educated at
the Universitics, at the expense of the Craft.
Let him exposc another fallacy of Bro, Clabon’s,
when lie said this surplus fund would be devoted
to charity. It might be Bro. Clabon's reading
of charity, but it was not his (Bro. Stebbing).
To help the poor old Mason and the poor old
woman in their hour of distress was to him
(Bro. Stebbing) move like real charity (hear, hear)
than in spending their money in further educating
children after they had arvived at sixteen yeurs
of age. The clause of the Articles of Union
referred to, said “ that this fund should not be
infringed on for any purpose, but should be kept
strietly and solely devoted to charity ; and puins
shall be taken to increase the same.”  He (Bro.
Stebbing) challenged him upon that proposition,
as Bro. Clabon had sgt it forth it would never be
increased  1f they took one-third of the surplus
for the Boys' School, and another third for
the Girls’ xchool, they would never be able to
increase the fund of the Royal Besnevolent Insti-
tution for the old men and women, who would
goaway from an election disappointed, and who
would wait in deep anxicety often fatal, as to
whether they would be elected in the next year,
or continue in that hope which maketh the
heart sick. ‘They would be spending their funds in
pampering youth, whilst the old might waste away
through anxiety from year toyear,and at last diein
despair, That might be going on, as he said from
year to year, whilst the young wonld be sent to
the universities.  1le wished further to call the
attention of the brethren to une or two things,
for Bro. Clabon had salil he would touch but
the surplus of the Benevolent Fund, and he was
anxious to use his exact words. lle said that
no necessity exists for continning the acewmula-
tion without diminishing the principal of the
reserved  fund, the amnual surplus may be
applied with advantage for the benefit of
this  generation. Now, without referring to
the law regarding that proposition, as it was
always his desive to call things by their proper
name—to call a spude a spade— and it was not
in his nature to offer offence to any one, he
would ask whether that proposition was an
honest one.  Who provided the Fund of Bene-
volence? Not the present generation, for it had
come down to them from years past—from the
time of the union, when a L4000 or £5,000
wits devoted to benevolence, and that sum had

been added to slowly, from year to year. During:
his Lordships reign in the Craft there had been
a rapid increase in numbers, and there might be-
said to be a plethora of money, but it was their-
great chavities that bound them together. Their
origin was concert, and Freemasonry was a
great institubion, but it was their noble charities.
that bound them to each other. Still, they
might not always be so prosperous, for those
who had just come among them might become
a legacy upon them, and thevefove they ought
to make a provision for some time to come after
them, He was inclined to be liberal to the
schools, but he trusted that while they were
supported they would not rob the fund for those
who would come after them. He hoped the-
fund would go on increasing, and in that spirit
he should move an amendment he had placed on
the paper. for the purpose of stopping that tn-
worthy object. (Loud cheering,. o

-Bro. GrEGORY spoke in favour of the original
motion. : :

Bro. Jox Havers opposed the motion and.
said that £27,000 was not too large a sum to
meet a rainy day, for a time of adversily might
come upon them. If they once gave a sum to
any charity, however badly it might be used,
they could not take it back again. It was said
that men entered their society for the purpnse of
making themselves “more extensively serviceable
to their fellow creatures;” but the principle
would be reversed and they would make their
fellow creatures .more extensively serviceable to
them, if they held out a bait to them that their
children would not only be well taken care of
whilst they were in the schooi, but would reccivo
a handsome sum on quitting it. That would be
a great inducement to many to come amongst
them, for the purpose of receiving those benefits
which would be open to them.

Col. L. CoLk opposed the motion

Bro. Cranoy said a few words in reply, and
the Earl of Limerick consented to withdraw his
amendment,

Bro. Srennixe moved the following amend-
ment :—

# That in the opinion of this Grand Lodge, it is
not desirable that any portion of the interest arising
from the capital invested to the credit of the Fund of”
Benevolence should be treated as surplus income, but
that it should be added trom time to time to the
capital, and be invested accordingly.”

Bro. Masox had much pleasure in seconding
the amendment.

The M. W.G. Master then put the amendment,
which was carried almost unanimously, It was
afterwards put to the brethren as an original
motion and carried.

The other business, in consequence of the
lateness of the evening, was put off for con-
sideration to the next Grand Lodge.

The M.W.G. Master then closed Grand lodge
in ample form, the Rev. Grand Chaplain offer-
ing up prayer to the G.A.O.1.U.

Rovan Praxraceyer ExcaMeMiNT—A special
mecting of this Conclave was held on the evening
of June 1st, for the purpose of admitting to the
Order a Companion from the Sister Isle, who had
crassed the Chanuel for the purpose.  The ceremony
was performed by the P.¢t. Commander of the Pro-
vinee, who was well supported by the officers of the
Encampment. Sir Kt. Barber, P G.O. presided at
the organ, and the whole ceremony was performed
m a wost satislactory manner, and much to the
gratification of the newly-installed Kuight,

Masoxic Hawr, Irswicn.—The Vietoria Chapter
of Rose + et on May 20th, when two brethren
from Ireland were admitted to the Order. This
Chapter although so young, being privileged by
having real good working Masons for the various
ofticers, the whole of the long ceremony was per-
formed in a mest sublime and beautiful mauner,
the arrangement of the hall affording every facility
for working this degree such, we believe, as no
other provincial chapter can boast of.  The brethren
admitted expressed the delight they had experienced
in being received, and at once joined the chapter as
subscribing members.  We have never before seen
the ceremony so well done as it was on this oceasion,
and the introduction of musie in the various parts
had a splendid effect.  Bro, Barber, as usual, pre-
sided, first at the harmot ium and afterwards at the
organ, ¢
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PROV. GRAND LODGE OF OXFORD-
*  SHIRE, & ALFRED LODGE, 340.
[From OUR SPECIAL REPORTER.]

The installation of the W.M., “ Alfred” Lodge,
Oxford, took place on Monday, aund was succeeded
by the annual Provincial Grand Lodge, both meef;;
ings being held, by permission of the “ Apollo
Lodge, in the university Masonic Hall, Cornmarket-
street. We do not remember to have witnessed, in
connection with Freemasonry, a more interesting
spectacle, than that presented by the “ Alfred”
"Lodge onthis occasion ; the much esteemed U.P.G.M.
.of Oxfordshire (Bro. R. J. Spiers, P.G.S.B,, of the
Grand Lodge of England,) having undertaken the
pleasing duty of installing his son (Bro 8. Patey
‘Spiers, P.P. Supt. of Works,) as W.M., who, in his
turn, initiated a younger brother (Mr. Frank E.
Spiers,) into the ancient mysteries of the order.

The Provineial Grand Lodge was opened, between
5 and 6 o'clock, when the reports from the different
Jlodges were read, and the P.G.M., congratulated the
brethen upon thesatisfactory positionof the Province.
He also expressed his deep obligations, to the
D.P.G.M. (Bro. R. J. Spiers,) and the Prov. Grand
Officers, for the valuble assistance they had rendered
him. The lodge voted £10 10s. to the Masonic
charities ; the usual sum to the local charities;
£10 10s. to the Zetland Testimonial Fund; and
£5 5s. towards the expenses incurred by the recent
yisit-to Oxford of the children of the Girls School.
A letter from the children was read,. in which they
stated the pleasure they experienced, and thanked
Bro. Thompson, Bro, Spiers, and other brethren
who made special efforts in conncetion with this
treat to their young “ sisters.”

In addltion to the Prov. G.M. and the Dep. Prov.,
G.M. there were present :—Bros. Rev. C. J. Martyn,
Grand Chaplain of England; T. M. Talbot, Prov.
G. Master, South Wales ; . Muiray, Distriet G.
Master, China; W. E. Gumbleton, P. Grand Deacon
of England; Col. A. W. Adair, P. Prov. G.M,
Somerset ; Rev. Sir John Hayes, Bart.,, P.G, Chap.,
D.P.G.M., Berks and Bucks; J. Blandy-Jenkins,
P. Prov. G.\W., Berks and Bucks, W.M.,945 ; Capt.
Lamest, P.G. St., Prov. 8.G.W., Oxon,, W.M. 357;
S.P. Spiers, Prov. J.G.W,, Oxon, W.M. 310; G.
Gumbleton, P, Prov. G.D., W.M. 378 ; D. W, Hor-
loch, Prov. G. Reg., W.M. 1036, Past Masters:
J.T. Morland, P. Prov. G.D., Berks and Bucks, Rev.
W. I. Short, T. 1. Dillan, Dr. Owen, H. Houghton,
E. G. Braton, A. S. Hurford, W. W, Harrison,
H. D'Almaine, J. B Looker, R. Havers, Dr. Griffin,
A. B. Rye, E. J. Hartley, H. Harley. Bros. Rev.
S. E. Hodason, Rev. G. C. Nottley, Rev. J. N,
Palmer, W. C. Borlase, F. H. M‘Calmont, F. B.
Howell, Dr. Spencer, C. V. Lockwood, E. M. Walke-
man, A. U. Moorsom, E. Conolly W, R. Hobbs, G.
Moor, C. Churehill, A. S. Churchill, J. Saunders,
B. de M. Dowson, P. Irving, Cosburn, J. Juggins,
W, Emberlin, C. L. Pemberton, D. Faulkner, R.
Williams, P. Williams, J. Bue, V. de Tivoli, W,
Gardiner, Walter Thompson, I 8. Spiers, W. Welsh-
man, C. V. Trotter, J. W. Paine, &, &e.

The Provincial G.M. invested Bro. Rev. W, F,
Short, P. Prov, 8.G.\V., and Bro. F. I1. McCalmont,
Grand Registrar, with the Chavity Jewel, in acknow-
ledgement of their services as stewards to the Masonic
charities, and, in the nune of the provinee, thauked
than for their zeal and interest in behalf of those
charities,

The Provineial G.)L. then appointed his oflicers for
the year, as follows : —

_Bro. Capt. G. F. Laurent, W.\., 357
»  Samuel Patey Spiers, WM, 310,
5 Hev. S, E. Hodgson .. o "
»  Rev, C. H. Norwood .. ey
» T Randall . . oy
s Do W, Horloch, W.M., 1036 .. »
»w  W. C. Borlase .. . ey
o FBIowell .. e PPN

Prov, 8.G. Warden.
J G. Warden,
G. Chaplain.
G. Chaplain.
G. Treasurer,
G. Registrar,
G. Secretary.
S.G. Deacon.

» €. V. Lockwood . vy Gl Deacon,

» L. M, Wakeman e oo 3 G.Spt.ofWr's,
» A AL Moorsom,, e wo g G Diretr.of C.
s 1. Conolly .. . ooy G.Dirctr.of C.

»  W.R, lobbs .. oe ooy G.Swd.Bearer.

» WO IL Arkwright . »  G. Organist,

»  G. Moor . . eo 4y GiParsuivant.
n  H. Dean . . e gy Ast. G Prsivat,
» L. Churchill .. e 3

» 1. Saunders .. .

5 DB.de M. Dowson o v Q

w  A. S. Churchill . n  G. Stewards.
» d. Cooke . .

s P Irving . . .

s W. Stephens .. e e 4y Tyler,

Tmmediately the lodge business had concluded
“the brethren, numbering nearly ninety, adjourned to
a banquet, served in the assembly rooms of the
Clarendon llotel.  “The chair was occupied by the
R.W. Bro. Colonel 11 Atkins Bowyer, P.G.M,, and
the company included, Bros, Talbot, the P.G.M, of

South Wales ; Murray, District Grand Master of

China ; Colonel Adair, P.P.GOM,, Somerset; Spiers,
P.G.S.B., and D,P.G.M. of Oxford; the Rev. Sir J.
Warren Iayes, .G.C,, and D.P.G.M. of Berks and
Bucks; S. P. Spiers, PJ.G.W,, WM. “Alfred”

Lodge; the Rev. C. Martyn, G.C.; Capt. Lamert,
W.M. ¢ Apollo ;” Short, P.M,, 357 ; Blandy-Jenkins,
W.M. “ Abbey ”* Lodgeé, Abingdon ; Horlock, W.M.,
“ Bowyer ” Lodge ; Gumbleton, W.M,, ¢ Churchill”
Lodge ; Looker, P.M., * Cherwell ” Lodge; : the Rev.
Hodgson, Prov. G. Chaplain ; and Bros. Hobbs,
Havers, Griflin, Hartley, Lockwood, Faulkner, J. T.
Morland, E. Morland, H. D'Almaine, Juggins,
Emberlin, Borlaise, McCalmont, Houghton, Marsh,
Arkwright, Harrison, Bruton, Randell, Cosburn,
Smith, F, Spiers, Williams, Hurford, Pye, &e. “ Non
vobis domine ™ was sung by several brethren, who
subsequently fuvoured the company with some excel-
lent glees, &e.

The banquet was all that could be desired, and at

its conclusion,
* The P.G.M., in proposing the first toast, that of the
“the Queen and the Craft,” said he felt it required no
words of his to ensure for it a loyal and cordial recep-
tion. Ile prayed that Iler Most Gracious Majesty
might long reign over them, and that this kingdom
might continue as happy and prosperous as at the pre-
sent time.  (Cheers.)

The P.G.M. next proposed, “The health of the
Prince of Wales, and the rest of the Royal Family.”
(Cheers.) The heir-apparent was so well-known to
them when at OQxford, and so much beloved that he
need say little respecting His Royal Highness, but he
might mention that the Prince now belonged to their
Order, and as a Brother deserved their best wishes.
(Cheers.) His Royal Ilighness had lost no oppor-
tunity of qualifying himself for the high position which
hie would one day be called upon to fill.  (Cheers.)

The P.G.M.next gave # Thehealthofthe MLW. G,
the Earl of Zetland.,” (Cheers)) Those who as
Masons had for some years served under the reign of
Lord Zetland, must known how faithfully he had dis-
charged the duties of his high office, and how com-
pletely he had devoted himself and ‘his wealth to the
nterests of Freemasonry, They knew, also, how he
had assisted the charities, and how gencrously the
Craft had responded to his appeals. (Cheers.) Ile
called upon the hrethren to drink most cordially tothe
health of their G.)M., who he trusted, would be spared
for many years, to serve the Order as he had done in
the past.  (Cheers.)

Bro. Srieks, the D.P.G.M,, rose and said he was
fortunate in having the high privilege of proposing the
next toast, because he need only mention the subject
of it to arvouse general enthusinsm—it was, “The
health of the B.W., Prov. G. Master, Colonel Bowyer.
(Lowd and prolonged chieers.) It was quite impossible
for him to say in the presence of their worthy I.G.M.
all that he and they felt respecting him, but on no
occasion had they had so much reason to drink to the
good health of their P.G.AL as on the present.  ([Tear,
hear.) Their P.G.M. had, as most of the brethren
were aware, been sufering from serious indisposition,
and having partially regained his strength, he had
come among them to show how deeply he felt
the pleasure of visiting them, and being, as he had for
the last fifteen years, one of them themsclves.  [lis
kindness was well-known to them all, and also the
personal regard he entertained for every Brother in
the Province, They knew, likewise, how liberally
their .G DL supported the Masonic chavities. (Cheers,)
But if he (Bro. Spiers) were to continue speaking for
half an hour he could not do justice to the qualitics of
the beloved Drother who presided over this Province,
(Uear, hear,)  They all hoped Col. Bowyer might
long be spared to oceupy the position he now so eli-
ciently filled.  (Cheers.)

The P.G.M., who was enthusiastically grected on
rising, remarked that he need not assure the brethren,
he deeply felt the kind manner in which his health
was proposed, and the most cordial way, in which it
had been received. It reminded him of the many
kindnesses he bad received at their hands ever since
he had had thepleasure of presiding over the Provinee—
he might say, * reigned® over the Provinee, but the
fact was, no réigning at all was requived, as the
brethren generally had most readily helped him, in
guiding this Provineein the trne path of Freemasonry,
and had given no pain or trouble. Therefore it had
afforded him the greatest happiness to preside over
them. (Cheers) Ile was sorry that of late his
health had renderedbim inadequate to donot what they
required of him but what he considered was due to
such” a Provinee as this,—(Crics of No, no.) Ile
would not say with poor Mucbeth, % I have lived long
enough,"—cries of No, no—but he was advancing
in years, and it was for him, carnestly to seek for one
who would preside over them. (Cries of No, no.
He felt extremely sorvy to enter upon this subject,
as he always derived the greatest possible pleasure in
observing the heurty way, in which the brethren of the
Provinee had striven to promote the interest of
Freemasonry.  Their faithfuluess and cordiality had,
he would not say enabled him to perform his duty,
but made up for his shortcomings, and when he
retived from the position he now had the pleasure to
oceupy,—(cries of ** No, no,")—he should o so with a
deep sense of grateful satisfaction amd fraternal regard
and affection for them. There had been an absence
of everything like uncomfortable feeling, and the

Provinee had attained a position in the Craft most
honourable to itself, and by fio means unworthy of
Masonry at large. He thanked the brethren most
sincerely for their kindness, and for the honour they.
had done him, and hoped for them health and happi-
ness. (Loud cheers.) s o

The P.G.M. again rosc, and said he had next the -
pleasure of proposing a toast most interesting to the
Craft in general, because they were' extremely in-
debted to the subject of it. e called upon them to
drink the health of the R.W.D.G.M. Earl de Grey
and Ripon, and the - Grand Officers past and present.
(Cheers,) They knew the D.G.M  devoted himself
to Freemasonry to the utmost limit of his leisure, and
that notwithstanding all his duties connected with the
State he was frequently at his post in Grand ‘Lodge.
(Cheers.) However, their interest in this toast prin-
cipally rested on its connexion with this province, and-
they had had a most excellent Deputy Grand:
Master in the person of DBrother Spiers, who-
was Past Grand Sword Bearver. (Cheers)) They
had also among them 'this evening their excellent
and worthy brother, the Rev. Sir John Hayes, Past
Grand Chaplain, whom they all delighted to sce; also
Bro. Gumbleton, P.G.W.; Bro. the Rev Charles
Martyn, G.C., and other brethren who had held oftice
in Grand Lodge. (Cheers.)

Bro. the Rev. C. Marty~ expressed the great
gratification he felt in re-visiting Oxford, ¢very build-
ing in which brought back to his mind most vividly
and foreibly the happy days he'spent there, When
he returned and attended a Masonic gathering, it
seemed but  yesterday when he took part in the
business of one of the Oxford lodges. He well
remembered all the kind things that the D.P.G.M..
said of him cleven years ago, when he (Bro. Mar-
tyn) occupied the position now filled by Bro. S. P.
Spiers; and now the P.G.M. prophesicd for him a
happy and brilliant caréer in I'reemasonry. He con-
sidered that he should attain the height of his am-
bition if he filled the post of Grand Chaplain, to
which he had Dbeen appointed, but he must say his
position was quite insignificant when he compared it
with what he had seen this day; he of course re-
ferred to the installation of Bro. Spiers as W.M, of
the Alfred Lodge, by his worthy father, the D.P.G.2L
(Cheers))  Eleven years ago, the P.G.)M. spoke in
flattering terms of Bro, Martyn and his bride, and
now he stood before them as the happy father of two
sons—(laughter)—and he would not say how many
daughters,  (Renewed laughter,)  The cldest boy was
constantly declaring that be would be a Freemason
and a clergyman, and he (Bro. Martyn) hoped he
might be spared to instal him as Bro. Spiers had his
son, and that he in kis turn might initiate his brother,
who, however, was now but fourteen months old.
(Laughter.) He heartily trusted their P.G.M, might
e spared for many years to preside over this province.
(Hear, hear.)

The P.G.\, in eulogistic terms, next ealled on the
brethren to drink the health of Bro, Sir J, W, IHuyes,
Bro. Murray, Bro. Col. Adair, and Bro. Talbot, the
latter of whom had taken his departurve,

The toast was cordially received, and

Bro. the Rev. Sir J. W. Havgs, Bart., returned
thanks, acknowledging the great assistanee the Pro-
vinee of Berks and Bucks always devived trom the
Masons of Oxfordshive, and he rejoiced that the
provinee of which he had the honour of being
)G, was to such close aflinity to them. Most
sincerely did he wish prosperity to the Province of
Oxford.  (Cheers,)

The G.M. of China said he hoped that within
12 months {rom the present date he should be pre-
siding over a Prov. Grand Lodge in Ilong Kong—
(Cheers.)—when nothing he could say, would evoke
their enthusiam more than  the knowledge that
Masons assembled at this ancient seat of learning
remembered their brethren in the Chinese Empire.
{Cheers.)  Ie had always regarded Oxford as a most
mportant nursery for Freemasonry, as many of the
brethren who were initiated there, spread the good
principles of the Order  throughont all parts of the
world,  (Hear, hear) Iis immediate predocessor
was one of themselves, and it was owing to the good
Masonic principles, which he took so much trouble to
disseminate and the organization he introduced, that he
(Bro, Murray.) had been able to earry on the work of
the lodge, and hold the position which entitled him to
return thanks, as the representative of the Grand
Lodge of China. (Cheers) Ie trusted the (ireat
Architect of the Universe would continue to vouch-
safe to them peace and happiness.  (Cheers,)

P.P.G.M, Colonel Apam (Somerset), also  re-
spondc(i. an’l assured his Oxfordshire brethren that
whenever they came so farwestward as Somerset they
would always receive a hearty welcome,  (Cheers.)
e was succeedod in the oflice of P.G.M. by a mem-
ber of the Apollo Lodge—Lord Carnarvon, who took
wuch interest in cverything connected with Free-
masonry, (Cheers)) Ile felt much pleased to see his
worthy brather, Calonel Bowyer, in the chair, and it
afforded him gratification to meet his mother lodge
and the other lodges of the province. Ile con-
gratulated the Alfred Lodge on their new W.M,, who
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had that day been installed in the chair of K.S.; and
he might tiuly say that a worthy fither had been suc-
ceeded by a .wortny son. (Chers.) He saw another
son of their excellent D.P.G.M. rcceive the secrets of
Frecmasonry, and what he had that day witnessed
wag altogether sufficient to move the liearts of them
all.  (flear, hear.). In conclusion, he thanked his
Oxford brethren very heartily for their kindness aud
hospitality. (Cheers.)

The P.G.M. said he now rose to propose a toast
most Interesting to the province and Provincial Grand
Lodge—it was the health of the V.W.D Prov. Grnad
Master, and the Prov. G. Officers, past and present.
(Cheers.) They could dovery little in the provinee,
without the zcalous assistance of the I’rov. Grand
Officers. (Ilcar, hear.) He assured the brethren
it was quite impossible for him to express in ade-

uate terms, what he felt with regard to the D. Prov.
irand Master, and he would not attempt to say
much in his presence.  Indeed, no remarks of his were
necessary, as Bro. Spiers had for some quarter of a
century lost no opportunity in advancing the interests
of Freemasonry, but had devoted himself to the Craft
in a manner which one could scarcely conceive
possible, sceing that he had many other duties to
perform. (Heary hear.) Having referred to the great
good Bro. Spiers had done as a Mason, the P G.M,,
complimented other oflicers in the provinece for the
cflicient way in which they had promoted the welfare
of the Order. o

Bro Seiers, the D.P.G.M,, ably returned thanks,
and spoke of the pleasure he felt in installing his son
as W.M. of the * Alfred Lodge,” and in secing his
third son initiated. Whenever the Masons of this

rovinee thought he could do anything to promote the
intercst of the Craft, they might rely on his services,
as that object was one of the greatest he had in view.
(Cheers.) _

Bro. Captain Lamert, W.AL of the “Apollo”
Lodge, also responded, and was followed by

Bro. 8. P, Srirxs, W.M.,, of the * Alfred ™" Lodge,
who expressed the feelings of pride realised by the
brethren of that Lodge in entertaining the Provincial
Grand Lodge, and assured the brethren in different
parts of the province that they would always mect
a hearty welcome in the Lodge over which he had
now the honour to preside. (Cheers) Speaking on
behalf of himself, Bro. Spiers said he had received so
much kindness and good feeling from evervone
present that he scarcely knew how to express his
thanks, Suffice it to say, he had always endeavoured
to do his duty, both as a man and a Mason —(hear,
hear)—and for anything he had done he had been
amply repaid by the lonour conferred upon Lim that
day. (Cheers) They could well understand Low
much his pleasure bad been enhanced by the fact
that he had been jnstalled by his futher, (tHoar, hear.)
It had also been a source of much gratification to him
to initinte his younger brother into Freemasonry.
(Hear, hear) In conclusion, he again thanked the
P.G.M. and brethren for the honour they had done
Lim. (Cheers.)

Bro, GuMsrirox, W.M, # Churchill” Lodge, Bro.
Looker, AL * Cherwell” Lodge, and Bro, Horcock,
W.M. ¢ Bowyer™ Lodge, severa.ly responded,

The P.G.M, then proposed the health of the
Visitors, associating with it the name of Bro. G, J.
CospurN (See. Lodge of llope, Newbury), who re-
turned thanks, )

Bro. S. P, Sriers, gave the health of the Entered
Apprentices, and the D.P.G.M. admirably rendered
tho IFntered Apprentice’s Song, after which Bro,
Frank Spiers, and Bro, Richard Williams (Puaymaster
in the Royal Nuvy), duly returned thanks,

“The Masonic Charities”™ and other toasts were
honoured and this most agreeable gathering of Masons
broke up about midnight,

The P.G.M. entrusted the banquet to the charge of
the * Alfred” Lodge, and the whole of the arranee-
wments were excellent, °

GRAND LODGE OF MARK MASONS O
ENGLAND.

The Hal-Yearly Communication of the Grand
Lodge of Mark Masters was held at Freemasons'
Tavern on Tuesday, the 1st inst., when about fifty
hrethren werve present.  Bro, the Rev. G. R, Portal,
D.G. M., was installed as Grand Master for the
eusuing year, and then appointed the following
brethren as officers :—

Sir E. Lechmero, Dep. G M. ; T, Mansel Talbot, S.G.W.;
J. Conroy, J.G.W. ; Major Woodall, G.0, ; Kay Robinson,
8.G.0; John Walker, 1.G.O.; Rev. W. IR, Bedford, G,
Chaplain; Rev.R. N Snnderson, G.C, ; J.R. Stebbing, G.
Treasurer; Mann, . Registrar; F, Biuckes, G. Sceretary ;
Bathe, G.5.D.; Hillman, G J.D,; H. N. Goulty, G. Supt.
of Works; W. H Warr, G. Dir. of Cereronies; T. J.,
Sabine, Asst. G D, Cer.; Thos. Wescombe, G. Sword-
bearer; Blacklock G. Standard-bearer; Iteid, G. Org.;
V{eekx, Q. Timekeeper. Stewards: Rosenthal, Linko,
Bigg, May. I1. Massey Jus. Stevens. McCallum, Generul
Board : M. Talbot, J. Conray, Udall (President), Gumble-
ton, Mezgy, Stebbing, J, H. Wynne W, I, Warr, I, J.
Sabine, Davidson, Baxtor, and Levander.

After the transaction of the usual business, the
Grand Lodge was closed.

Qgents, -

———

CANADA : Messra. Drvrie & Sox, Ottawa.
CEYLON: Messrs. W. L. SKEENE & Co., Columbo.

CONSTANTINOPLE: Bro. J. L. HanLy, Levant Times'
Office.

GALATA : Irsick Kamw, Perchembd-Bajar.

LONDON:

W. H. Sumite & Soxs, 186, Strand, and all Railway
Stations. - )

Bro. C. L. Pairrorr, 65, King William-street, E.C.

Bro. F. Farra«, 282, Strand.

Bro. Borx, 115, London Wall,

Bro. PorrLre & Son, 14 and 15, Royal Exchange,

Bro. GILB¥RT. 18, Graccchurch-street.

J. B. Browxixg, 58, Murray-street, Hoxton,

C. W. LitrLe. 14, Broadway. E.C.

Cuusg, 73, Little Britain. .

T. Driscorr, Black Horse Alley, Fleet-street.

LavToN, 1a, Liverpool-street, Bishopsgate.

Lroyp, 21, Great Queen street, W.C.

Bro. J. LAMBERT, 4, Royal Oak Terrace, Dayswater,

Bro. A. Morkav, 28, Queen’s-rosd, Bayswater.

Bro. Jas. WiLLis, 178, Church-street, Chelsea,

Bro. Ebnoxps, Brommel-road, Clapham.

Bro. Epw. P, Foster, 3! & 33, High-st., Peckham,

SeaLDING'S LiBrary, High-street, Notting Hill.

Bro. Sanutt Crwvess, 239, Uigh-street, Poplar,

Bro. HENDERSON, Woolwich.

Bro. J. L. WINx, 8, Greenwich-road, Greenwich.

2, London-street, opposite Urchard’s Dining-rooms,
Greenwich.

ARDROSSAN : Bro. Hue Boybp.
BANGOR: Bro. Nixon.
BELFAST: Bros, McCormick & Hubpson,
Rooms, Donegall-place.
" Bro. ALzxanpeER WYNNE, Donegall-street.
BIRMINGHAM: Bro. J. WiLLey, Union-passage and
Union-street.
BRECHIN: Bros, Brack & Jouxnsrton, 40, High-strest.
BRISTOL: Bro. t&. B. PExxy, 16, Clare-street,
CANTERBUKY : Bro. DAVEY, St. Margavet’s-street,
CARDIFF : Bro. T. Havnges, 6, James-strect,
CHATHAM: Bro. Jaymrs GALE.
CHELMSFORD : Bro. J. L. BRICKELL,
COCKERMOUTH : Bro. Ii. Tuwarres, 29 & 30, Market-
place.
COLCHESTER: Bro. GeorgE H. Ray.
CORK : Bro.S. Woov, 46, Patrick-street, Agent for the
South of Ireland.
DEAL: Bro. B. R. Iisrus, 140, Lower-street.
DEVONTORT : Bro. J. R, . Srry, 100, Fore-street,
DUBLIN : Bro. A. MaxweLL Harte, Freemasons' Hall,
DUDLEY : Bro. Jamus Fosrer, 102, Hall-street,
DUNDEE: Bro. C. D. Cuarmens, 10, Castle-street,
DURHAM : Bro. R. Cooxg, 1, Silver-street.
EDINBURGI! : Bro. Jas, N, Sconir, 177, High-street.
' Bro. Gro. DsrLiNg, 39, Clerk-street.
GLASGOW : Bro. Joux Davipsex & Co., 170, Buchanan-
street,
GUERNSEY: Bro J. MiLuineToN, Bookseller,
HALIFAX : Bro. Wn. Cookr, Courier Office.
HARTLEPOOL, WEST, Bro J. PRucTor, Bookseller,
HULL: Bro. B. 8, Oates, 6, Market-place.
IPSWICH : Bro. C. 1. TowxsEND, Masonic Hall,
“ Bro. C. Davy, 8, Upper Brook-street.
ISLE OF MAN: Bro.\W. KxgaLk, 88, Duke-st., Douglas,
KILMARNOCK : Bro. Jasrs McKik.
LANARKSHIRE : Bro. J. W, Cratq, Coatbridge.
LEICESTER: Bro. A. RH. II. Ross, 6, Market-place.
LEOMINSTER : Bro. S, ParTRILGE,
LIVERPOOL: Bro. Jostrin Woub, 18, Norton-street.
" Bro. Eowarp HoweLy, 26, Church street.
" Bro. G. G, WaiMsLEY, 50, Lord-street.
LUDLOW: Pro E.J. )'anrripce, 58, Brond-strect.
MANCHESTER: Bros. J. & E. W, Jacksoy, 62, Cor-
poration-street.
MARGATE: Bro. W, C. Brasien, 37, High-street.
NLEWCASTLE ON-TYNE, SHINLDS, & ALNWICK:
Bro. W. B, Fraxkun, Bookseller.
NORWICH : Bro. It. Jesry, 70. St. Stephen’s-street,
OLD BRUMPTON, Ke.NT: Sprackling's Library.
OXFORD : Bro. Seiers & Soy, 102 & 103, High-street.
PAISLEY: Bro. Rep, High-street.
PEMBROKE DOCK : Bro.\WV. G, PuiLrres, Gazette Office.
PENZANCE: W Connist, 2, Market place,
PLYMOUTH : Bro. J. Tuozas, Cornwall-street.
READING : I, Gorpina, 11, Minster-street.
Gro. Lovrsoy, Southern Counties Library,
» Heney Pacr
REDRUTH : Bro. W, TrEGABKIS,
RICHMOND, SURREY : Bro. Ricnarp Gurxey, Royal
Assembly Rooms.
ROCHESTER: Bro. JaMES SALE.
SCARBOROUGH : Bro. H. MautIN, 9, Oxford -street.
SHERRNESS: Bro.J H. McDoxaLD.
STAFFORDSHIRE: Bro, Wsitr, Bookseller, Longton.
" Bro. Ciras. Hean, Stoke-on-Trent,
STOKESLEY: Bro T'werppuLu & Soxs, Cleveland Print-
ing and "ublishing Office.
STOCKPURT: Bro. W. C. FLEMING.
STROOD : Bro. JaMrs SaLe. :
SUNDERLAND: Bro, Wi, Havt, High-street,
TIVERTON : Bro. Tuos, Panxnoust, Bookseller,
TRURQ: Bro. W. Lake.
WARWICK: Bros. H. 'I', Coox® & Son, High-atreet.
WESTON-SUPER-MARE: Bro. G. R, Powgir,
WHITEHAVEN : Bros, Packx&Gint, 1 &2, Market-place.
WINCHESTER : Bro, C. Sugnrny, 2, Clifton-terrace,
YORK: Bro. M. J. Simpson, Bookseller,
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METROPOLITAN MASONIC MEETINGS
For the Week ending June 12, 1869,

Monday, June 7,

Lodge No. 16, ¢ Royal Alpba,” St. James's Htl. Piceadilly..
R.A.Chap, 1056, * Victoria,” George Hotel, Aldermanbury.

Tuesday, ‘June 8.

Lodge No. 548, “Wellington,” White Swan Tav., Deptford.

» 834; ¢ Ranelagh,” Windsor Castle Hotel, Ham-
. mersmith

" 933, *Doric,” Anderton’s Hotel Fleet-street.

Bletropolitan Chapter of Instruction, George Hotel, Alder--
manbury at 7 ; Comp. Brett, Preceptor.

Domatic Lodge of Instruction, Palmerston Tavern, Grosvenor--
park, Camberwell, at 7.30.

Wednesday, June 9.

Committee Royal Masonic Benevolent Institution, at 3.
Lodge No, 1017, * Montefiore,” Freemasons' Hall,
»w 1228, ¢ Beacontree,” private rooms, Leytonstone,.

. Thursday, June 10.
Lodge No. 268, “Bank of ZEngland,” Radley’s
Bridge-street, Blackfriars.
1076, * Capper,” Marine 11tl,, Victoria Dock, West
Ham,
» 7127, “Upton,” Spotted Dog Tav., Upton, Lssex.
R.A, Chap., 72, * Royal Jubilee,” Horns Tav,, Kennington.

Friday, June 11.

" 33, ¢ Britannic,” Freemasons’ Hall,
Lodge No. 134, ¢ Caledonian,” Ship and Turtle, Leadenhall-
street,
6, ¢ FriendsLip,” Willis's Rooms, King-street,
St. James’s,
Emulation Lodge of Improvement for M.M.'s, Freemasons
Hall, at 7.
Metropolitan Lodge of Instruction, George Iotel, Alderman<
bury. at 7. .
United Pilgrim’s Lodge of Instruction, 507, Horns Tavern;
Kennington, 7 till 9. '

Saturday, June 12.

Lodge No. 108, ¢ London,” Freemasons’ Hall,
”» 176, “ Caveac,” Radley's Iotel, Bridge-strect,
Blackfriars,
Domatic Chapter of Instruction, 1Torns Tavern, Kennington
at 8; Comp, Little, .Z,, Preceptor,
Annual Assembly of Grand Senate of tte Raxd 4 Order of
Constantine, Ireemasons’ ‘Favern, at 3.

Hotel,

”

R.A. Chap,,

Adhertrsements,

Just Publisked. Price Half a Guinea.

MONOGRAMS,

HISTORICAL AND PRACTICAL,

D. G. BERRI,
Engraver to Her Dajesty's Post Qffice, Stationery Officey
§c, §e,
36, High Holborn, (opposite Chancery-lane,)
LONDON, W.C,

ELOCIPEDES & BICICLES for either Sex.
Speed 30 miles per hour, hill-ascending, self-propelling,.
and balancing, £100. Diagram, Gd.
Mannfacturing Licences granted.
W. PIDDING, Esq., Parexten, 31, Kings'-row,
Walworth road.

AR, W. Pioping's Parest Seur-PRoreLLING AXD
Baraxcine Vevocirebes axy Bicienks —l1laving seen the
diagrams and perused a specification of Mr, Pidding’s patent,
we hesitate not for an instant to say that that gentleman
will accomplish all he professes to do by means of his inven-
tion,"—Sporting Opinion.

New Edition, in post 8vo, with about 80 Woodcuts,

mice 128, Gd.

HE AMERICAN FREEMASON
is Monthly, of sixteen double-colunih quarto pages of
entirely original matter, and translations from the French
Italian, and German Masonic papers and pc}'iodlcnls of the
day. Tt is devoted to the discussion of the rights of Lodges
and judividual Freemasons, in contradistinetion to the assump-
tions of Grand Lodges, and the un Masonic (loclﬁngs m!d
arrangements of * high degrees.” Its motto is—Belief in
the Fatherhood of God and the Drotherhood of Man, Its
price is Five Shillings a year—a sum 0 suall thn‘t no l“r‘ec-
mason, for pecuniary reasons, need be a non-subscriber to it.
Trans-Atlantic Subscribers to the AMuuICAN Freesasod
will receive it Post-paid from the Oflice of PPublication direct,
at their respective Post-oftices, upon paymene of the subscrip-
tion to

Bro. GEORGE KEXNING,
8 & 4, Livre Buitaiy, Loxvoy, EC,

All Subscriptions begin with March 15th, 1869, and end
with February, 1870.

The AMERICAN I'REEMASON is not the organ of any Grand
Lodge; but speaking the words of truth, manhood, .nml in-
dependence, advocates freedom for Masonry in America, and
the rights of Freemasons in their Lodges—rights which, by’
onr Grand Lodges, in their subservency to high degrees, have
been invaded, until at present they are nearly otliterated.

Subscribers in the DBritish Colonies will please nddress all
Subscriptions and Correspondence to J. FLETCIER BRENNAXN;,
Editor, 114, Muin-street, Cincinnati, Qlio,



