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FREEMASONRY & ISRAELITISA,

By Bro. WILLIAM CARPENTER, P.M. & P.Z, 177.

[T have to apolegise for a very stupid blunder in
last week’s FREEMASOYN, in the substitution of onc
article for another. 1 gencrally manage to have
one paper a-head, and by some inconccivable
mishap I sent No. XI. instead of No. X. I now
give this, however, as 1 deem it a nccessary intro-
duction to what will follow. My readers will there-
fore be good enough to ignore last weck’s paper,
for a time, and accept this in place of it.]

x

“%e
I believe I have exhausted, as far as a
brief glance at the evidences can do so, the
historical enquiry as to the origin of the

Getee, and of those great branches of the
race known as Saxons and Angles, who
peopled North Germany, with the Cimbrian
Chersonesus (the peninsula of Denmark—
Dan-mark ?) Holstein, &c., and who, when
uanited in this our land, were denominated
Anglo-Saxons—the favoured race which
has carried its colonics into almost every
part of the world, and, through those
colonies, has extended thie blessings of
civilization and religion. Whether I have
succeeded in making out a case in favour
of this people being a portion—a consider-
able portion—of the long-lost Tribes, who,
be it remembered, were never to be utterly
lost, but were, like sced cast into the
ground, to seem for a time lost, and then,
under the influcnce of the carly and the
latter rain, and the vivifying influence of the
sun of tightcousness, were to spring forth,
bloom, and bear abundant fruit, filling with
it the face of the earth (Isa. xxvii. 6), and
thus to be employed for great and glorious
things in blessing the world, I must lcave
my rcaders to determine. If any have
followed me through the evidences I have
adduced in favour of that proposition, I
venture to think that some impression must
have been made on their minde, although
I am far from thinking it has produced
conviction, The proposition is of so novei

and startling a character, and can scarcely |

fail of heing so antagonistic to the minds
and feelings of those who, for the first time,
have been asked to look at it, that I expect
comparatively few will, at this stage of our
enquiry, admit that there is anything con-
clusive towards establishing the identity of

] the Anglo-Saxons with the ten tribes. DBe

that as it may, 'I must ask the further
attention and patience of my brethiren, who
should certainly f{eel an interest in an
enquiry that gives even a faint promise of
throwing light upon an historical question
that has perplexed men’s minds for cen-
turies, and whicl promises, furthermore, to
identify us and our fathers with a portion
of the people whom the Great Architect of
the Universe selected from amongst all
other peoples, to maintain the great truth
of the existence of the Divine Unity, of bfis
moral government of the world, and of
His gracious purpose to hring about and
establish an universal reign of rightcous-
ness and happiness for the human race.
Dean Stanley truly remarks, that “ The
sons of Israel are literally our spiritual
ancestors; their imagery, their poetry,
their very names have descended to us;
their hopes, their prayers, their psalms are
ours.” I hope to show that the sons of
Israel are not only our spiritual ancestors,
but out natural ancestors, also,

Leaving the historical ground of testi-
mony, and such proofs as it affords of the
soundness of my proposition, I now turn
to another species of proof, not less con-
clusive, I believe, than that furnished by
the records of history, or by those marks of
descent which the Anglo-Saxons exhibit in
their language, institutions, and manners.
To my own mind, indeed, this species of
proof carries greater weight than either, or
of all combined, of those I have passed
under review—I mean the proofs furnished
by the sure word of prophecy, which
involves the sure promises of God ; for most
of the prophecies of the futurc of Isracl
take the form of Divine promises—promiscs
of grace and mercy towards the house of
Israel, and, through Israel, to the world at
large, including Jews and Gentiles—“The
Lord shall arise upon thee [Isracl], and IIis
glory shall be scen upon thee. And the
Geentiles shall come to thy light and kings
to the brightness of thyrising. . . The
abundance of the sea shall be converted
unto thee. The multitudes of camels shall
cover thee; the dromedaries of Midian
and Ephah; all they from Sheba shall
come; they shall bring gold and incense ;
and they shall show forth the praises of
the Lord . . . . Surelythe isles shall
wait for me, and the ships of Tarshish
first, to bring thy sons from far, their
silver and their gold with them, unto the
name of the Lord thy God, and to the
Holy Omne of Isracl. And the sons of
strangers shall build up thy walls, and
their kings shall minister unto thee ” (Isa,
Ix. 2-10).

I know that many persons not only have
a great distaste for the study of prophecy,
but a strong repugnance to it, having on
their minds an impression that it is impos-
sible to derive any good therefrom. ‘This
arises, no doubt, in great measure, from the
diversity of interpretation that has been
given of unfulfilled prophecy, some inter-
pretationsbeing quite antagonistic to others,
so that all prophecy scems to them not only
obscure and uncertain, but defiant of all
interpretation. I believe there are pro-
phecies which never will be thoroughly
understood until after their accomplish-
ment.  They appear as if intended to
furnish proofs of the Divine prescicence,
after they shall have received their fulfil-
ment, rather than as predictions plainly to
fix the .time and circumstances of the
things which are to occur, and in such
manner that we may assuredly anticipate
the precise occurrence and its sct time.
There are many prophecies, however, that

obviously invite consideration and inquiry,
so that the mind may be prepared for the
coming event, and are so plain and explicit
in their form, that the event may be clearly
foreseen, although the time at which it will
ozcur may be left in darkness. Now, of
this description of prophecy is that which
I have just quoted as to the future of Israel, -
and its relation to the world at large, with
many more of the like kind. If words have
any meaning, we caanot, withovt doing
oreat violenee to tham, set aside their literal
meaning, and interpret themmetaphorically
rspiritually. It is an universally admitted
canon of interprotation, approved by one’s
common sense, that the literal meaning is
to be aiven to oil words, unless there be
an obvious rcason for departing from it
The simplest and most natural meaning
that flows from words may be relied upon
as the sense in which they are to be under-
stood. Symbols and metaphors, no doubt,
abound in the prophetic writings. Inmany
of the most magnificent prophecies they

"are obvions enough, as, when Isaiah, speak-

ing in the name of the Mighty One of
Tsrael, and depicting the future prosperity
and glory of His restored people, says:
“The light of the moon shall be as the
light of the sun; and the light of the sun
shall be sevenfold.” * No one can take that
for a literal description of what shall occur;
but in such predictions as several I have
quoted, the language is plain and the literal
meaning obvious, Take another: “And it
shall come to passin that day that theLord
shall set His hand again, a second time, to
recover theremnantof Hispeople,whichshall
he left from Assyria, and from Lgypt, and
from Pathros, and frem Cush,and from IElam,
and from Shinab, and from Hamath, and
from the islands of the sca.  And he shall

"set up an ensign for the nations, and shall

assemble the outcasts of Isracl, and gather
together the dispersed of Judah from the
four corners of the carth. The envy also
of Ephraim shall depart, and the adver-
saries of Judah shall be cut off ; Ephraim
shall not cuvy Judah, and Judah shall not
vex Liphraim.  And there shall be a high-
vay for the remnant of IHis people, which
shall be left from Assyria; like as it wasto
Isracl in the day that he came up out of the
land of Egypt” (Isaianh x1. 11-16). Many
mistakes have, I belicve, been made
through interpreting such predictions as
these metaphorically or spiritually ; thatis,
in taking them in a spiritual sense, Israel
standing, not for the literal Isracl, but for
the spiritual Isracl, the church—the seed of
Abraham by faith. As a Christian, I, of
course, am satisfied that all who believe in
the Redeemer are the spiritual sced of
Abraham, and therefore that they are heirs
according to the promise. At the same
time, I as firmly belicve, and with as good
reason, that the promises and predictions
which refer to the restoration and future
glory of Isracl will be literally fulfilled.
Under the law, the promises were all of
temporal good ; under the Gospel, they are
all of spiritual good ; and a careful review
of the Old Testament, by the light of the
New Testament, leads to the conclusion,
thatbothliteraland spiritual Israel are to be
blessed in temporal and spiritual things,
and that there will be an union of the two,
when the time of the fulfilment comes.

Iere, however, T must observe that it is
most important in the consideration of this
subject, to note, in the prophetic writings,
the distinclion made between Isracl and
Judah; as in Isaiah xi, 12, among many
other passages: “Ie shall assemble the
outcasts of Zsrac/, and gather together the
dispersed of JFudal, from the four corners
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of the earth.” What is said of Israel can no
more be properly applied to Judah than what is
said of Judah can be properly applied to Israel.
It has been well said that ¢ the two houses seem
to have been intended to fulhl considerably dif-
ferent purposes in God’s economy of grace to
the world. Of Judah was to come the one pro-
mised Seed, the Heir of all things ; of Ephraim,
or Israel, the multitudinous seed, so much
promised to the fathers—the many brethren who
are also called the Lord’s first-born.  Judah has
been a standing witness to the prophetic word ;
whilst Isracl—long, to appearance, lost—is to
come forth, in the latter time, with overwhelming
witness to the truth. Judah was the first fruits,
gathered in the apostolic age ; but Israelis the
harvest, to be gathered at the Lord’s return.
Judah was privileged to carry out the Gospel to
the north and north-west, to the many nations
who have come of Jacob; and Israel is being
employed in carrying it out thence unto all the
ends of the earth.  Judah and his brethren were
to be preserved alive in the,midst of famine;
but ' this was to be accomplished by their
unknown brother, Joseph, who had been sent
before them, and given a headship over the
heathen. Judah seems to be given no home,
but that of his fathers ; whilst blessings unto the
utmost bound of the everlasting hills are pro-
mised to come ‘upon the head of Joseph, upon
the crown of the head of him that was separated
from his brethren.” Their cities, it seems, are
to be spread abroad ; they are to be such an
innumerable multitude that, although the land of
Israel will be their common centre, they will, at
the same time, be possessed of sea and land,
unto the ends of the earth (Isaiah Ix). Butthen,
indeed, Israel and Judah shall have becone one.
‘They shall be one nation upon the mountains of
Israel for ever” (Wilson. Lect. on Anc. Israel),

Now, bearing in mind this distinction between
Judah and Israel, and accepting the prophecies
and promises that are obviously spoken of Israel
as to be fulfilled in them—that is, in the ten
tribes, and not in Judah—that is, not in Judah
as part of the chosen people, but in Israel alone
—we shall have to examine them, and determine
in what way and in what degree they identify
the Anglo-Saxon race with Isracl, to whom the
prophecies and promises pertain,  If we do this
we shall see, or I much mistake, that not one
prophecyor promise only, but many, have received
or are receiving their fulfilment in the positi m,
character, and works of the Anglo-Saxons—that
they describe the position, character, and works
of Israel in such a way that we can find nothing
answerable to them in any other people on
earth. but that we do find them in or amongst
the Anglo-Saxons. The things predicted or
promised are so obviously identical with what
we know amongst this people, and this people
only, that they produce a conviction in ‘the
mind that they must be the people of whom the
prophecies and promises were originally written
under the influence of the Holy Spirit. We
know that there are many striking coincidences
to be found in the course of human history—
things turning up and so fitting together that, to
many minds, they seem as if certainly connected
together by some pre-ordained purpose, but we
never find a number of these coincidences fall-
ing out as in a series or obvious succession. On
the contrary, they are few and far between, and
when the first impression which any such coinci-
dence produces on the mind has subsided, we are
gencrally ableto disassociate the two occurrences,
and to perceive their independence of cach
other. In the prophetic word touching Isracl
and its identification with the Anglo-Saxons, we
have a different state of things. Here is not
one prophccy or promise, only, recciving its
obviously literal fulfilment, but many—not_one
striking characteristic, only, predicted of Israel,
and finding its fulilment in the Anglo-Saxons,
but many—not one pre-destined work to be
done by Isracl which is being done by the
Anglo-Saxons, but many ; and in no other known
people 1s anything of the kind to be found.
Surely, there must be something more t:an
fortuitous coincidences here, and I cannot iut
think that a dispassionate examination of them
will lead to the conclusion, that the Anglo-

Saxon race is of that people of whom the Lord
spoke to Abraham, when he said, “ By myself
have I sworn, saith the Lord . .
in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying
I will multiply thy seed as the stars of heaven,
and as_the sand which is upon the sea-shore :
and thy seed shall possess the gate of his
enemies : and in thy seed shall all the nations
of the earth be blessed ” (Gen. xxii. 16-18). In
proceeding to examine these prophecies, and to
identify them with Israel and the Anglo-Saxon
race, I shall classify them, as far as they will
permit of classification, under the following
heads :—

1. Israel’s Localisation,

2. Their Christianisation,

3. Their acquired possessions or settlements. ,

4. Theirgiving birth to nations and kings.

5. Their diversified works.

In the examination and exhibition of these
facts and circumstances, and of their connection
with the prophecies concerning Israel, it is likely
that other points of the identity of the Anglo-
Saxen race with the prophetic declarations con-
cerning the ten tribes may suggest themselves.
Should that be so, I shall bring them together
under a sixth head.

BRO. THE REV. G. R. PORTAL.

The Earl of Carnarvon, D.G. M., has appointed
the Rev. G. R. Portal, M.\WW.G.M.M., to the
family living of Burghclere, near Newbury. The
subjoined extracts from the Swurrey Zimes will
show the estimation with which our rev. brother
is regarded in the county, in which he has held a
Living for fourteen years :—

“THE REV. G. R. PORTAL.

“The active and estimable rector of Albury will
shortly remove to Burghclere, having been nomi-
nated to this living by Lord Carnarvon, to whom
for snme vears past Mr. Portal has been chaplain,
Speaking in the interests of the public, we deeply
regret Mr. Portal’s removal from Albury. He has
proved himself something more than a village
clergyman, his influence having penetrated Guild-
ford and the surrounding district. As a member of
the Guildford Board of Guardians he was known as
one of the ablest and most efficient members of the
body. Kindly in spirit, and ever with a good word
in scason.the interests of the poor and the suffering
never sustained loss when he was present. As a
member, and for some time as chairman of the
Assessment Comumittee, his great business qualities
we.c conspicuously manifested, and enabled him to
achicve several important reforms in assessment
procedure,

The Surrey Deposit Society, which has now
attained such large dimensions is, as far as its
introduction into Surrey is concerned, entircly the
work of Mr. Portal’s hands. The systematic zeal
and encrgy he hus displayed in promoting the inte-
rosts of the Society are beyond all praise and
the success which has attended his labours must
be to Mr. Portal his best recompense, As an active
member of the Council of the Surrey County
School, he has rendered essential service to the
development of that now great educational instita-
tion, Mr. Portal will be greatly missed in Western
Surrey, and although we must affect to congratulate
him upon his preferment, it is with the grimmest of
countenances, and with the by no means reassuring
reflection that we are losing in our district the ser-
vices of one of the most hard-working and faithful
of clergymen.”

““ A MOURNFUL FACT.

“The Rev.G. R. Portal has accepted the nomina-
tion of the Earl of Carnarvon to the family living
of Burghclere, near Newbury, Great and wide-
spread regret is expressed by the parishioners of
Albury at the removal of their beloved rector, No
clergyman could be held in higher love and esteem
than is Mr, Portal, and the intelligence of his
approaching departure has thrown a feeling of
gloom over the entire village,

GALVANISM, —Pulvermacher’s Monthly Record
of Cures is nomw ready for the benefit of Suffevers, con-
taining documentary evidence of remarkable Cures effected
by TPulvermacher’s Improved Patent Self-applicable
Volta-Electric Chain-Bands and Pocket Datteries, and
may be had on application to the Svle Inventor and
Patentee —J. L. Pulvermacher, 168, Regent-street, Lon-
don, W. A Test on Loan sent gratis if requirel,
Cauntion.—Spurious Electric Appliances being advertised
by Quack Doctors, Patients should consult Pulver-
macher’s Pamphlet on that subject {free by post), embodying
other most interesting matter for those suffering from
Rheumatic _and Neuralgic Pains, Functional Disorders,

&,y &e—[Advt.]

that’

“ORIGIN OF FREEMASONRY,” &,
No. 1.

Bro. Buchan having agreed with me as to the
conditions for discussing the following question,
viz., «That the F reemasonry of and since 1717
is a descendant of operative Freemasonry, and in
fact was a sevival of the operative body of
former centuries ” (see FREEMASON, page 409,
July 1st, 1841), and having also written his firs#
communication in support of the z¢gative, it is
now my turn to write the first letter on the afir-
mative side. My reply must be short, because
it is impossible for me to afford the time just
now to present to Bro. Buchan, and the nume-
rous readers of THE FREEMASON, anything like
an exhaustive sketch of the evidences in favour
of the above position.

As various articles have been written by me
for several years, which have mainly tended to
establish the operative origin of #ie Freemesonry
of 1717, it is not my intention to reproduce the
facts already adduced, but merely to confine
myself in this communication to an examination
of the reasons offered by Bro. Buchan for em-
bracing the negative, In THe FreEgmasoN for
July 15th (page 443), Bro. Buchan enters “into
the negative view of the subject in the opening
chapter of the Aberdeen Records.” I have
carefully read the article, and have found it most
interesting. The most of the statements seem
to me both reliable and valuable to the Masonic
student.

(@) Bro. Buchan shows that the Aberdeen
Records contain no reference to Masonic
degrees until the eighteenth century. (4) The
Aberdeen Lodge was an operative one A.D. 16 70,
or in other words “a trade and friendly society
combined.”  (Gentlemen, however, were ad-
mitted as members, so it was partly speculative
but mainly operative). (¢) That the members
kept their festivals on saints' days. (d) A fee
was exigible on the mark being selected, although
there was no Mark Degree.  (¢) Great care was
taken of ‘“#he Book,” or records of statutes,
meetings, marks, &c. (f) The records of the
lodge extend to 1779, but no word occurs about
chivalric degrees in connection with Free-
masonry, nor indeed of Grand Masters or Grand
Lodges until long after 1670.

So far as our experience goes, this sketch of
the first chapter of the Aberdeen Records is
chiefly as the reccrds of other old lodges, and
therefore we find nothing antagonistic to our
position, but quite the contrary, as all the
lodges of the 17th century (and which exist now)
were formerly gperative societies, formed for the
purpose of protecting and carrying on the
“Measson Trade.” Bro. Buchan states that the
question is, *“Can there be found any evidence
of the existence of our system, with its three
degrees, &c., defore 1177 If not, then we are
told by the same brother that, “to talk of its
revival tn 1717 is simply a delusion and a
mistake.”

Now, we submit that Bro. Buchan knows very
well that no records of lodges havebeenproduced
working the #rce degrees before 1914, and is
also aware that we do not believe that the #hree
degrees were worked as separate degrees before
r717 ; hence, unless there arc some facts to
be considered other than those connected with
the degrees, the question of “revival ” would not
be to us worth considering. TFrom 1723, when
the first Constitutions were published by the
Grand Lodge of England down to the present
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time, the great majority of Masonic authors
have believed in the ¢ revival ” of 1716 or 1717,
and some of these were actual participators in the
event itself. Therefore, for us to believe that
« Freemasonry ” of the 18th century was a rnew
ereation, and nof a reconstruction of an ancient
society of greatantiquity, we are surely entitled
to something more positive in the way of proof
than mere negations, comparisons, and declara-
tions. Z/e question cannot be as to the evidence
of the #iree degrees being worked defore 1717 to
DISPROVE the “revival,” seeing that several who
do not believe in the former actually believe in
the “revival of 1717,” and Bro. Buchan being
aware of my objection to the antiquity of degrees,
should certainly furnish other proofs of his posi-
tion than those resting entirely on facts about
the three degrees wherein we agree, while we dis-
agree about the “ revival.”

What facts has Bro. Buchan to offer which
militate against the operative origin of Free
masonry, or which prove the falsity of the so-
called “ Revival of 1717 " (solemuly declared to
have occured by certain brethren said to be pre-
sent, of known intelligence, scientific attain-
ments, and of a religious profession)? I am
able to prove, as time permits (@), that several
members who belonged to operative lodges
defore 1717, took part in the “revival” of that
period, and organised the f£rsf Grand Lodge ; (4)
that other operative lodges which worked d¢fore
this date continued to work after, and subse-
quently joined the Grand Lodge ; (¢) that other
lodges of similar antiquity refused to be con-
nected with the new arrangement of Free-
masonry, and kept their members together for
many years, permitted the visitation of lodges
under the Grand Lodge &y their brethren on a
reciprocal basis, gradually cecased to be active,
and, as lodges, finally decaying ; (@) thatsome of
the members of the first Grand Lodge visited
other countries, formed other Grand Lodges
(by the union of operative and speculative
lodges), and thus, in process of time, became
such a powerful organization that the old opera-
tive lodges either joined and participated in the
admirable effects of the * Revival,” or ceased
to exist; (¢) also, that nothwithstanding the
operative character of the early lodges generally,
there are records prior fo the * revival” of
lodges mainly composed of non-operative mem-
bers, who never met for operative but wholly
specrlative purposes, and one lodge of which
class actually started their own Grand Lodge,
chartered other lodges and another Grand
Lodge, while some of the same class succumbed
to adverse influences during the latter part of
the eighteenth century.

Now, it seems to me that unless some very
weighty arguments and facts are adduced to show
that it was possible to so deceive the operatve
Masons of the second decade of the 17th
century, that they would accept as a revived,
improved, and enlarged organization of Iree-
masonry that which was neither a revival, recon-
struction, nor an Zmproved constitution, dut
simply an cntire new creation,we shall be justified
in refusing to give up our long-cherished belief
in the general integrity, honesty, and truthful-
ness of our Masonic forefathers.

I most cordially thank Bro. Buchan for the
instalment of ‘“ Aberdeen Records,” which pro-
mise to be a most readable series of articles on
that old lodge, but I fail to see wherein he proves
that the Freemasonry of 1717 had #of an opera-
tive origin. W. J. Hucnavw,

MASONIC “DAMES.”

By Bro. D. MURRAY LYON,

One of the Grand Stewards in the Grand Lodge of Scot-
land, Pr. M. of Lodge Scarborough, Tobago,
West Indies, etc.

Interest in the legendary interest of operative
Masonry was a fewyearsago revived by the repro-
duction, by Bro. William James Hughan, of the
Cole edition of the * Counstitutions of the Free-
masons,” with an admirable epitome, chrono-
logically arranged, of the MS. Constitutions. In
his recent exhumation of unpublished records of
the Craft,* the same eminent Masonic authority
has fallen upon a copy of the MS. Constitutions
that had been preserved by the York Lodge,
bearing date 1693, and possessing peculiarities,
the chief of which he thus describes and dilates

upon —

« . DBefore the Special Charges are deli-

vered, ¢ 7/ie one of the clders taking the Booke, and
that he or shee that is to bee made a Mason shall lay
thedy hands thereon, and the charge shall be gioen!
This reference is unquestionably to a female being
admitted, and has caused no little surprise in some
quarters. 'We do not, however, see anything to
excite astonishment, because, *as we have before
stated, this manuscript must not be judged simply
by the date when the copy was written, [t is likely
enough a transcript of a much older document, and
in former times the guilds, from which the crafts
evidently sprung, admitted both sexes. . . . .
We are not prepared to advocate the opinion that
the women, as with the men, were admitted into the
Mysteries of Masonry. . . . . Thereis [inthe
MS. in question] more than one reference to the
* Dame, as well as the Master, especially in the
¢ Apprentice Charge,’ the like of which we have not
read before, and is a strong support of our views
that women rcally did at times employ Masons as
the Masters did. We believe, then, under certain
conditions, in carly times, women were admitted
into the Masons’ Gilds, as well as into others, and
were generally the ‘wives or daughters of Gild
Brothers,’ who did not, however, take part in its
administrations or councils, Bearing this in mind,
the clause in the MS, of York, 1693, is fully ex-
plained, and is at once an evidence of its antiquity,
as the custom to admit women into the gilds
appearsgraduallyto have been discontinuedas years
rolled on. It is the only Masonic MS. we know of
that mentions such a clause for women.”

In other than Bro. Hughan’s hands, the
appearance in the manuscript under considera-
tion of the noun * shee” might have been held
as evidence that in the olden time it had been a
custom of the Masonic Fraternity to initiate
females. But the grounds are here too slender
upon which to build such a theory, and Bro.
Hughan, it will be seen, does not adopt it. The
introduction of “shee” into this particular copy
of the Constitutions appears to us to have been
either throughan error in the transcription of the
pronoun “ they,” or from a desire to make the
directions anent the manner in which the
charges were to be given and the oath adminis-
tered harmonise with what we conceive aq 01 an
interpolation of the word “dame” in conjunc-
tion with that of Master. Taken in connection
with the context, the substitution of the article
“the ” for the adverb “then,” is unquestionably
the fault of the copyist. We are of opinion that
the introduction of “ shee™ proceeded from the
same cause, for even had “dame” been in the
original, there would have been no necessity for
converting iy into s/¢ in the sentence referred
to, secing that the injunction given to appren-
tices as to their duty to the “dames” in whose
employment thay might be, in no way implies
that it was the practice for these dames them-

* ¢tMasonic Sketches and Reprints, 1. History of
Freemasonry in York. 2. Unpublished Records of the
Craft. By William James Ilughan, P.M. No. 131,
Truro, etc. With Valuable Appendices, containing
MSS. from the British Museum, cte., never before pub-
lished. New York : Masonic Publishing Company, 626,
Broadway, 1871.”  An English cdition of the same work

had been published in 1870 by George Kenning, Little
Britain, London,

selves to be initiated. The variations of expres-
s'on and orthography that are to be found in
existing copies of the ancient Constitutions are
due in great measure to the mistranscription,
ignorance, or whim of copyists.

The reference that is made in certain clauses
of the manuscript of 1693 to an entered ap- -
prentice’s obligation to protect the interests of
his ¢ master or dame”—i.c., mistress—clearly
indicates that at that time it was lawful for
females in the capacity of employers to execute
mason work. A similar custom obtained in
Scotland, where widows and, failing sons,
daughters of freemen masons were, under restric-
tions which varied in different localities, allowed
to exercise the privileges of burgesses in the
execution of mason-work. In ratifying their
ancient statutes in 1660, the Ayr Squaremen
Incorporation, whose deacon had been a party
to the St. Clair Charter of 1628, ¢ Enacted that
every freman’s doghter shall payin all tyme

‘comeing to the deacone and this tred for hir

fredome the soume of aught pound scotts with
ane sufiicient dinner, and this ordnance to stand
in force in all tyme to come. The stranger quho
maries hir to have the benefit off this allenerly.”

In the case of female members of Scottish
Incorporations, the “freedom of craft” carried
with it no right to a voice in the administration
of their affairs. Neither was their presence
required at their enrollment, although their entry
money was double that of members' sons.

The records of Mary’s Chapel, so faras we are
aware, afford the only instance of a Scotch dodye
acknowledging the lawfulness of a female occu-
pying the position of “ dame,” or mistress, in a
Masonic sense, and from the following minute of
the Lodge of Edinburgh, it will be observed that
it was only toa very limited extent that the
widows of master masons could do so :—

“Edr, 17 of Apryle, 1683. The whilk day, in
presence of Thomas Hamiltone deakone and John
Harvywarden,and remanant masters of the masone
craft, in corroboratione of the formerpractisequhich
was ofuse and wont amongst them, it is statute and
ordainzad that itshall bz in no tyme or in no wayes
leithsome for a widow to undertake workes or to
imploy jurneymen in any maner or way, but if such
work as ancient customers of the deceased hus-
bands or any other ouncr who may out of kynd-
nesse offer the benefite of their worktothe sdwidoes
be ofered unto them, then and that caice it shall be
Icithsome to them to have the benefite of the work,
providing alwayes that they bespeake some freeman
by whose advyse and concurrance the worke shall
be undertaken and the jurneymen agreed with,
quhich freeman is_hereby charged to be altogether
inhibited to paticipate of the benefite arrivssing
from the sd work, under the paine of doubling the
soume reaped and arriessing to them Dby the sd
work unjuctly and to the prejudice of the sd
widoues, and contrare to the intent of the masters
mette for this tyme ; and lykewise to underly the
censure of the deakon and masters in all tyme
coming, if they shall think it expedient to punish
them for their malversatione and circumventione
of the said widoues, Written and subscribed by
order and with consent of the deakon, warden, and
masters by Ar, Smith, Clerk.”

Wi have reccived a copy of 20th Annual Report
and Balance-sheet of the Birkbeck Building Society,
which proves that popular institution to he in avery
satisfactory condition, The gross 1 ipts since the
formation of the socicty have nearly reached cight
millions sterling, while those of the past year amount
to 13 million, showing anincreasc over the previous
years of nearly f200000, The present available
profits for the distribution of bonus in the year 1373
amount to £32.857 18s, 8d. The number of mem-
bers and depositors at the present time exceed
22,500,

SAMALL-POX, FEVERS, AND SKIN Disgases,—
The predisposition tois prevented by Lamplough'’s Vyree
Saline. Vitalising and invigorating, its effects are remark-
able in their cure and prevention,  “Take it as directed,
Sold by chemists amd the maker, I Lamplough, 113,
Holborn-hill, —{Advt.]



486

The Freemasorn.

[Augusf 5, 1@7%.

Ll “GOOD OLD DAYSY of UNIVERSAL

TREZIWASONR Y in LNGLAND.

“This assembly was collected in Fxeter, for the love
of God and for enr soal’s need, bhoth in regud to onr
health of Yife here, and to the aiter days Now
we have agreed that our meeting shail be thrice in the
twelve months . . and et each gild-brother
have two sesters of malt . . . And if any one neglect
his contribution at- the proper day let him pay twofold,
And if any one of this brotlierhoud misgrect another let
him make amends with thirty pence.  Now we pray, for
the love of God, that every man hold this mecting richily,
as we Dhave rightly agreed npon it God help us there-
Wto. Pl zno-Saxoi greenment of lhe Gild of 7.

O

Here we have proof as plain as need be of an
asseinblage, twelve hundred years ago, in the ever-
faiihful city on the Exe, of a Fraternity who met
together for the promotion of their temporal and
eternal welfare, but who did not forget the good
checr and the funds, who were not unmindful of
comfortable and brotherly words, and who ended
the declaration of their ohjects (from which the
above quotation is taken) with a solemn prayer that
“so mote it be,” Nor was this. by any mcans, the
first of such assemblages in England. ‘There is
evidence of their existence in books winich contain
the oldest relics of Lngalish laws, and some anthaori-
ties contend that portions of the statutes of Alfred
and Athelstan, which relate to such concourses,
are based on custoins handed down from the saeri-
fictal feasts of the ancicnt Teutonic nations, or on
the whole Sabine cisves,  Certain, however, it is
that, at a very carly perind, these associations
claimed a beginning “from time whercunio the
wemory  of man tl their

runncth not,” and that
universal existence is treated as a matter of weil-
known fact. Penzance, Cornwally recently saw the
mathering together of the brethren who have Dbest
and most completely preserved for us the spirit of
the ancient English combinations.  There were
days when the famous gilds were so prevalent that
it was taken to be a matter of course that every
Englisliman and English woman belonged to them,
In the following paper I shall refer principally to a
period of about {ive centuries ago ; and if it can be
shewn that at the middle and end of the fourteenth
century our ancestors and ancestresses were alimost
all of them cenrolled in societies having many points
in common with modern Freemasonry, the heading
of this article, startling as it may appear at first
sight, will be found to have a good foundation,
Our materials are gathered from Turner and Kem-
ble, as to Anglo-Saxon usages; and from Herbert,
as to some of the London companies, Should
there be occasion or space to speak of places of
assemblage or of costume, Parker and Fairholt, on
architecture and dress respectively, will befriend
us.  But principally is our debt due to that deeply-
interesting book—* English Gilds,” by tha late M,
Toulmin Smith and Miss Lucy Toulmin Smith, his
daughter.

Mutual self-help and manly independence led to
those Saxon gilds.  Thev were swoin brotherhoods
between man and man either for religious, polig
or social purposes ; bhut whitever the mat ob
sousht, all had the same general chnract 3
fraternal aid, Religious observances, and a feast
and morn-s3eech in a gild-howse, were common to
Doth sociti gilds and giids of o By them no
wrong was done to any one, and no public respon-
sibilities of individuals were interiered with, so the
King’s license was not necessary for those who
binded themselves for *brot abl and moral
comeliness.”  While the gilds were Fav bolias g |
existed for lay purposes, priests might beloner 1o
them and often did so. But the chaplainwas oceu-
sionadly not thought so nuch of as the poorer
‘brethren,  If the funds ot oo Jowv to muintiig
both the man who said pravers and the men wha
wanted bread, bodies were tirst attendedto and son's
left to other means of help. If there were no cin-
Jain, however, few of these widespread socictivs
neglected some provision for services at church, for
tie decent burial of members, for fetching the boty
Ly the brethren, for attendance at the last rites, It
vis usual for all the brethren and sisters to go 1o
church on the day of their pencral meetings. Of
five hundred of these gilds not  five bat wore
formed  equally of men and of woinsn —wives as
well as single women,  (Uhis Lt point is not put
as oue of rescinblinee to madiern Masonry ; Miss
St Leger, Lord Doneraile’s daughter, being an
accident—as a Masoness—and not an institution,)
Chancer describes  the brethren whio joined in the
pilgrimage to Canterbury. A haberdashicr; a car.
penter, awebber, adyer, &, were all ciohed in o
savery of ausolemn and great fratermty, Fresh andd
y e was their gear; theie girdles and thedr poaches
were wrought with silver; ciach of them jonked a
burgess worthy to sit on the dais of a gaildhall,
Persoms of o ranikes, even ol Ure Bthiest in the
Kinrdom, became members of these draturnities,
The Corpus Chrisii Gill at York bad 14,850

is,

sasulied brethren, and the Trinity Gitd at Coventry

last

{ house,

had Herry the Fourth and Henry the Sixth on its
books—two facts which show the wide area covered
by some of these institutions, and the equality,
blended with respect for those who could command
it, enjoyed within the lodges of those days. Iach
member, on admittance, took an oath of obedience,
and was received lovingly, with a kiss of peace,
by the brethren.  * And then drynke aboute 5 and,
after that, departe for that nyghte,”  There were
lees for admission 5 payments “to the light * for 2
feast ; contributions on the death of a brother or
a sister; levies when help was needed for a poor
brother in distress ; the regular payvments were,
generaily, so much a year or so much a quarter ;
and of the contents of the common pyx, or chest,
the stewards gave a faithiul account annually.
Once a year, at the least, these societies met.
The brethren and sisters were summoned by an
officer-—not by advertisement, as in these days, we
may easily suppose.  Their meetings were calied
“morn speeches,” and at them those who wished
had the opportunity for “spekyngues tokedere for
here comune profyte,” and much business wa$
despatched in the choice of officers, admission of
new brethren, reading over the ordinances, &
Tihen they worshipped together, gave their ahns,
and feasted one and all “for the nourishing of
brotherly love.”  The Lrethren and sistren, clad in
their hoeds or livery, assembled at the church,
bearing the lights which formed a universal part of
their rites —in the sacred cdifice to make the
prayers enjoinad by their rulesand to conscerate hy
acts, faith, and worthy deeds that brotherly love and
peace which they were sworn to cherish. In some
processions numerous lights, music, and someatimes
flowers and garlunds of leaves, were used,  * Sym-
bolic shows,” too, had a partin the pageant, The
larger towns had spacious places to assemble in,
but there was a hall of some kind in almost cvery
parish and village. It was frequently a timber
building near the church, sometimes over the lvch-
gate, at the entrance to the churchyard.  Seme of
the more wealthy members doubtless occasionally
invited the association to meet in the “great house-
place” of their mansions.  With such facts as are
before us it 15 not difficult to imagine some such
scene as this—the streets an:l dresses alone are
diiferent to those we Iooked at the other week § the
essential characteristics are the same in the 14th
and 19th centuries. WHACHUM.

THE SUPREME GRAND CHAPTER
OF ENGLAND.

The usual Quarterly Convocation of the
Grand Chapter was held on Wednesday,
the 2nd August.  The attendance was very
numerous, about sixty companions being
present.

The winutes of the last convocation
being coufirmed, the business of the evening
was proceeded with—which we published
week,  The charters were granted,
excent for chapters to be lield at Hampton
and Pottars Bar, Grand Chapter confirming
the views of the Committee expressed in
the report, :

Comp. Hlatthew Cooke’s motion was
brousht forwird by himsclf, but he failed
inobtaininga s cconder, and thus the subject
ceuld not be discussed,

Laxooxw IarerNarionan FauiprrroN,— The
vits of Ponon preesided on Wednesday last at
the Privy Connell O2ftces over o meeting of the
Goenead Parposes Comnuitiee appointet by 1er
siajesty’s Commissioness for the Fxhibitionof 1851,
to carry out the current scries of Anaual Inter-
national Exhibitions,  There were also present the
Aarguis of Lansdowne, Sir Stafford Northeote, Sir
Francis Sandiord, Mr. Edaar Bowring, Mr, Cole,
My Fhring, ancd Coll Scotty R, Secretary,

Tig closing of the ks on the 7t inst, under
the Bank Hoiidayvs” Bill) will doubtless lead 1o an
almast general hoiday, The Stock Exchange will
b shuty the committee having recently added the
first Monday in Auzust to the fized holidays of that
establishment, as well as Lloyd’s, the Jerusalem,
the Corn and Mincing-lane markets, and the offices
of all the leading companies and private fiems,  In
Liverpool there wiil be no produce or cotton mar-
kets, and both the Underwriters” and the Exchange
Rooms will be closed, Stronyg efforts are als) being
made to induce the authorities to close the Cusiom-
A strong hope is expressed that before the
following bank holiday, on the 26th of December,
an arrangement with be come to in favour of closing
all Government establishments, and thus make the
holiday a thoroughly complete gna

PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE OF
SOMERSET

The annnal mecting of the Grand Lodge of
Somerset was lield at Crewkerne, and was a com-
plete success. The Prov. Grand Master, the Earl
of Carnarvon, was ecxpected to be present, but
almost at the last moment a tclegram was received
to the effect that his lordship was unablc to come
owing to the lateness of the debate in the House of
Lords on the previous evening, Deputy Prov.
‘Grand Master, Captain Bridges, of Bridgwater—
upon whom devolved the duty of conducting the
procecdings—presided. .

The lodge was held at the Town Hall, which was
admirably arranged and decorated. . About 120
attended. Only two lodges out of the whole pro-
vince. failed to answer the roll-call.  There were a
few visitors from Dorset, Devon, and Wilts. The
lodge room and its approaches were heautified with
groups of very fine plants in bloom, ferns, &ec., lent
from Mr. Scott’s nurserics.

The Provincial Officers for the ensuing year were
invested as follows :—

Bro. J. W. Shum, P.AL 53 ... DP.G.SAV.
» H. Strawson, W.NM. 814 ... ) P.G.JW.
»  Reve ROHL Bigshy, 1222 L) ¢ .
»  Rev. KWW, Gordon 53 ... ) P.G. Chaplains.
» L. Turner Payne, P.AM. 55...  P.G. Treasurer.
5 Capt. R. P, Floyd, W.ML g1 P.G. Registrar.
,»  R.G. Else, PUM. 291 ... P.G. Seccretary.
s J. H. Farley, \V.M. 329 ... P.G.S.D.
»  W. Thompson, WAL 976... P.G.J.D.

P.G:.S. Works.

J. H. Smith, WM. 261 ...
P.G.D. Cers.

»  Mitchell, P.M. 4t ...

s J. Hurd, \V.M. 1199 ... ADP.GD. Cers,
» Colonel Gwyon, 53 . . P.G.S.B.

s  Dr. Sweete, 1222, ... D.G. Organist.
s J. B Soper, WAL 135 ... DP.GD.

5 L. Lo Hilly WU 906 ... Assist, PGP,
» {S H. .Ricll)ilclts, 1199 <

» Captain Phayre, 53 R R s
»S. Bragg, J.W. 1197 S P.G. Stewards.
» DB. Cox, 1222

A donation of five guineas was voted to the
Crewkerne Hospital.

Amongst the brethren present in lodge, besides
those who have been named as appointed to PG,
offices, were: Dros. the Rev. R. J. F. Thomas,
P.AL 329, PG, Chaplain of England ; W. B, Butler,
PJ.GAV o R, Prideaux, P.G. Secretary 3 I,
Vizard, P.M. 1222, P.G.SW.,; W, I Galpin,
P.G.D.C.; E. T. Inskip, P.G.S.B.: W. C. Brannan,
P.G.O.; J. Vincent, P.G.S.; G. Parfit, P.M. 976
W. Thompson, W.\. Royal Clarence ; L. L. Hill,
W.NL 906 ; J. H. Macfarlane, W.M. 1266; J.
Budge, P.NL 814, P.P.J.G.D.; J. R. Ford, W.M.
53, P.P.G.R.; J. Knott, P.M. 1197 ; T.\V. Molton,
P.G.AD.C.; W. D, Balfour, 49 Ancient Dundee,
Scotland ; M.. C. J. Harris, P.M. 8115 J. B, Ire-
land, P.M. 814; J. Baker, P.M. 135; 'S. Joncs,
P.ML 112, P.G S. Devon ; J. Murdlis, P.G.J.W.; \V,
Sharp, \WW.0M, 1197 ; E. White, P.P.G.S.W.; Dr, F,
H. Woadforde, P.P.S.G.\W.,; 5. G. Mitchell, P.M,
3335, DP.P.J.D. Wilts.; Rev. George Thompson,
W.M. 1168, Sherborne; W . Reed, P.M. 261 ; S,
Toms, P.M. 706; C. Dyke, W.AL 665; L. 1,
Ruege, PP.GSAW, and P.GUS.D. Dorser; W, 8§,
Gillard, P.M. 11063, P.P.G.D. Dorsct; 13, Atwell,
P 9765 KWL Bridge, WML 81y, P.R.GLD.C;
C. Yescombe, 1G5, Dorset; F. Cox, PGSV,
Co I Gibbs, PO, 11975 J.0 110 Ryall, 10\, 329
S, Cross, ML 3205 1L Raymonad, PN, 3295 C,
Blake; W, Hewish; G Rugg, S.D. 81g; J. W,
Lye, LD sy &, Kc.

A magniticent banguet was served in the George
Hotel Assembly Room, and about 2 hundie.d
bretiren sat down, under the presidency ot the
Deputy Grand Master, tne P.Go Wardens (Bros,
St andd Strawson) ocoupying the vice-chairs,
T'he vinnds, froits, and wines were the theme of
general admiration,  The banqueting-room was
nandsomely  decorated, and  the guests warmly
praised the Crewkerne brethren and Mrs, Marsh
for the clegance and liberality of the provision made
for their entertaininent,

The fullowing is the toast list: —“The Oucen
and the Craft” was propasced by the Chairman,
who also gave “"The MAW.G.M. of England, the
Marquis of Ripon” The Chairman also Tave
successively, *'Fhe Prince of Wales, PG, of
England i *“"The Eari of Carnarvon aud the rest
of the Grand Oificers, Past and Present,” which
was responded to by Bro. R. G, F. Thomas ; and
“The Larl of Carnarvon as R.AW,P.G. Master of
Somerset.”—Dro. Ruegyy gave “The Health of
Captain Bridges and the rest of the Prov, Grand
Officers,” which the Chairnman acknowledged.—
Captain Bridges gave the heaith of the “ Visiting
Brethren,” which was acknowledged by Bros, Jones
and Dyke.—%Parrett and Axe Lodge.” proposed
by the Chairman, was responded to by Bros, Straw-
son, W.AL, and Galpin, P.AL.—The Chairman gave
 The Masoni¢ Charities,” which was acknowled;res
by Bro, Payne, PG, T. The l"vlqr’,s toitst,
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MARK MASONRY.

FESTIVAL AT THE CRYSTAL PALACE.

The annual summer festival in behalf of the
Benevolent Fund of Grand Mark Lodge was held on
Friday, 28th ult., at the Crystal Palace, Sydenham,
when a full attendance of brethren and ladies testi-
fied to the interest which is taken by the membcers
of this ancient degree in the prosperity of Grand
Lodge. The chair was taken by Bro. J. C. Parkin-
son, G.J.W.; and among the other brethren present

were the Grand Master (Rev. G. R. Portal), Colonel”

Burdett, George Elliot, 47.7., Rev. D. Shaboe, Rev.
Thos. Robinson, T. Meggy, O. Hansard, Fraser
Rae, F. Davidson, R. Spencer, Eugene Cronin, S.
Rosenthal, R. J. Spiers, F. Binckes, H. W. Dinckes,
Magnus Ohren, Joseph Wright, Glover, \V, Roe-
buck, Hanson, Dibdin, M. Ray, T. Wynne, L. Bigg,
H. Massey, &c.

The banquet was served in beautiful style by
Messrs. Bertram and Roberts, under the superin-
tendence of Mr. Coatcs.

After the usual loyal toasts, Bro. Parkinson, who
addressed the company throughout as “ladics and
brethren,” remarked, in proposing “ The health of
the Grand Master of the Mark Degree”: History
is not wanting in salient examples of able Church-
men who have also been leaders in secular life—of
ministers of religion who have also been powerful
officers of state. In Freemasonry, the theory and
sound practice of which embrace the broad elemen-
tary truths of religion, and which is yet an organiza-
tion rejoicing in secular aims and conferring
temporal benefits, there is, I think, a special
appropriateness in the fact of a clergyman being
elected by the free votes of his brethren to fill the
leading place among them. (Hear, hear.) I believe
we have no less than ten clergymen of the Church
of England among our company to-night; and it
seems to me that we sce the two sides of Free-
masonry blended very happily when we find minis-
ters of religion busying themselves with its working
details, and that those reverend brethren afford to
the outer world convincing proof that there is nothing
in our Order which is inimical to man’s highest and
holiest interests. (Cheers.) In the Reverend Grand
Master of the Mark Degree, we have a brather
greatly gifted with the ruling or administrative
faculty ; one who learnt the art of governing in the
cold shade of opposition, and who did not forget
the precious lesson when the opportunity came for
him to wield power. Our Grand Master brought,
moreover, to the discharge of his high trust a mind
skilled in controversy, stored with classical know-
ledge, and exercised in the most sacred of functions
—that of assuaging the sorrows and guiding the
aspirations of the human soul. Nced I add that
our Grand Master came to us possesscd of a strong
will, ardent convictions, indomitable courage, and a
goodly stock of shrewd, hard common sense? These
be promising qualitics out of which to evolve a pros-
perous reign, and as your mouthpiece, and in your
name, [ beg to thank our Grand Master for his
judicious and constitutional rule, and at the same
time call upon you to drink bumpers to his health,
(The toast was enthusiastically received.)

The G.M., in reply, said that he had endeavoured,
while holding his high position, to conciliate, as far
as possible, every one whom he had come in contact
with. But what had given him as much pleasure as
anything clse during his Mastership was the know-
ledge that he had been the first to inaugurate these
happy meetings at which theladies and the brethren
sat down together to banquet. Whether the practice
might profitably be extended to Masonry he would
not attempt to say, but it was at all times pleasant
to think that such happy rennions, took place in
Masonry. (Applause.)

Brother Colonel Burdett replied for the Grand
Officers.

In proposing “Success to the Mark Benevalent
Fund,” Bro. Parkinson said : Ladies and Drethren,
I now pass to the toast of the cvening, and in ask-
ing you to drink it heartily, I prepose to cxplain
briefly why we are here, who we are, what we claim,
and to what we aspire. It has been asked, What
is Mark Masonry? What does the Mark Degree
mean? Is it somecthing different to Frecmasonry ?
Is it opposed to Freemasonry? These problems
are, happily, very casy of solution. This Mark
Degree, the existence and usefulness of which we
cclebrate to-night, is composed exclusively of men
who Dbeing Freemasons already, and having the
ritual, the traditions, the objects, and the privileges
of their order deeply at heart, associate together
under a distinct banner, but without abating onc
jota of their loyalty to the supreme rulers of the
Craft, without renouncing a single privilege, and
certainly without jeopardising a solitary landmark,
(Laughter and cheers.) But for the better compre-
hension of the position of Mark Masonry and its
relation to that general Freemasonry to which all
Mark Masons necessarily belong, I will venture to
draw upon an experience [ acquired in a recent tour
in the Rast,  There, in ancient Egypt, that land of

mystery and old renown, side by side with hoary
monuments of antiquity, laving the yellow sands
wherein these have for thousands of years found a
resting-place and a home, their original purposes
doubtful, and the very names of their authors for-
gotten—runs the most famous of canals. In that
strange country the cnterprise of man has, as you
know, picrced the desert and turned a peninsuiainto
an island. Over the arid waste, where the camel
and the ibis, the Bedouin and the jackal, have held
uninterrupted sway through thie long grey centurics,
argosies from every sea now make statcly progress.
Science has triumphed, the waters of two oceans
are united ; and the benefits to humanity and to
civilisation wili be incalculable, Let this Suez canal,
then, stand for general Freemasonry, bearing on its
broad bosom rich freights, knitting the nations of
the earth more closely together, bringing about a
more cordial understanding between those separated
by time and space, and performing the god-like
function of promoting pcace on ecarth, good-will
towards men. DBut running side by side with this
glorious artificial sea, is another and simaller stream,
created by the same agencics, reaching the same
points, of service to the same mariners, and mark-
ing its progress through the sandy way by a line of
tender foliage always beautifuliy fresh and green.
This bears theattractive title—a title in which fancy
traces some of the poctic imagery of the Iast—of
the *Sweet Water Canal,” and consists of a pure
and refreshing strcam, which was brought through
the desert artificially when the works of the more
important canal were being carried out, and which
brought smiling vegetation, luxuriant gardens, and
the goodly fruits of the carth in its train. 1If we
adopt an image not unfrequently used by the theo-

- logian, and speak of the world as a desert—if we

claim for general Freemasonry the beneficent
powers and objects of that link which has made
Cast and West one—then we may, I think, fairly
regard Mark Masonry as the smaller strcam, run-
ning peacefully side by side with its more powerful
neighbour, interchanging benefits, never obtruding
itself, but still welcoming heartily all who choose to
partake of its refreshing waters. ‘The Mark Benevo-
lent Furd, which we are celebrating now, upon
which the presence of so many fair Jadies sheas a
benign influence, and particulars of which wiil be
read to you by our Bro. Binckes, is theline of tender
folinge, marking the benefits conferred by this degree
on those who have been overtaken in the desert, and
who, parched and weary, are sorcly in need of sus-
tenance and help.  (Applause.)  We hope, by your
favour, to increase our means of uscfulness this
cvening, and 1 will just add that what this fund gives
it gives quickly. There is no waiting, no inquisi-
torial sifting of necessitics ; but dircctly we are
satisficd that a brother is deserving and in need, we
render him all the assistance our means allow,
Ladies and Brethren, confident of your sympathy
and support, I give you *Success to the Mark
Benevolent Fund.,” (Loud applause.)

Bro. Binckes also advocated the claims of the
Fund, and announced that the Stewards’ list
amounted to mare than £100,

Bro. Spicrs returned thanks on bebalf of the
Grand Stewards of the Festival,

Bro. Magnus Olren, G.M.O., proposed “The
health of the Ladics.” He said that he felt afeather
had been placed in his cap by the toast the Chair-
man had done him the honour to entrust him with—
a toast which should make the heart of any Mason
beat with pride to have to proposeit in the presence
of so many of his Masonic sisters—** The Ladies,”
who had that day attended in such large numbers
to grace their festive board.  He believed the Grand
Mark Festival had become popular with the Iadies
from the fact thatthey conld sit at the banquet table
with their husbands and friends.with all the pleasure
and enjnyments of a private party,  Some brethren
might think they were but toasting their wives—
themselves — but  they st remember they were
toasting them collectively, wives and sisters,  Ile
would also assure the ladies that the Masons present
—particularly the Mark Masons—were delighted
to mcet them on that occasion, and he trusted
they would be able to attend many such happy
gatherings.

The toast was reccived with much appiause, and
was ably responded to by Bro. Ray on behalf of the
ladies.

During the evening the company were entertained
with some charming singing by Miss Alice Fairman,
who was assisted by some amateurs of considerable
ability- -kind volunteers for the accasion,

The musical airangements were under the super-
intendence of Bro. F, Davidson. The dinner and
all the arrangements met with warm enconiums,

THE ANNCAL TFESTIVAL oF Tun DoMATIC
Loncr, No, 177.—In our report of this festival 1ast
week it was stated that Bro. Foulger.the Immediate
Past Master, proposed the first toast, “ The IHealth
of H.M, the Queen,” This is incorrect ; it should
have been Bro, J. Walford, the W, Master,

Heports of Iusonic Fectings,
—_———
THE CRA

7T,

METROPOLITAN.

Sonite Afibdlesex Lodye, Voo 838, —An ¢ Emergency ”
was held at Deanfort House, Walham Green, on Thursday
se’nnnight.  The W.3L, Bro. Wellsman, presided. and
the Iodge having heen opened in the three degrees, Bros,
Singleton aml Ygan were raised to the sublime degree of
M. Bro. Radelifie, Treas,, then took the gavel, and
passed Dro, Crane to the degree of F.C. ‘The W.AL
having resumed the chair iniidated Mr Thomas Ward,
Assistant Seeretary of the London Tree and Open Church
soction, and X, William Biun lell; Surgeon, into the
mysteries and privileges of ancient Freemasenry,  The
lodee was then ciosed in due form, and the brethren
adjourned to refreshment.

PROVINCUAL.

LaverrooL, —/Zcerton Lodg, No. §22.—-This body of
“antient free and accepted Masons” assembled for the
duties of the Jodge at the Temple, Hope-stveet, on Wed-
nesday, the 1gthult., the chiel husiness being the instalia-
tion of the W,M.-clect, Drother T, 1), Pieree. The
attendance of brethren was unusually laroe, and amongst
them were a large number of visitors.. The lodge having
been opened in due form, the minutes of the previous
meeting were read anl, afier somne discussion, agreed to.
Bro. Pierce was subscquently installed W.AL for the en-
suing year, the ceremony of installation heing performed
by Dro. Samuel Haynes, T, ina very effective and
impressive manner.  The following ofiicers were then in-
vested by the newly-chaired WAL :—Dros, Tos. Holland,
S.W.p William Doulton, T.W.; Wi, John Lunt, Teeas,
Joseph 8iarp, See.: Wiiliam Cottrell, S.1.: Thomas
Shaw, J.1>.; Win. Wilson, LG ; Alfred T, Lowe, S.5.;
Ino. Houlding and I\ Evans, J.S.; T Ashmore, PN,
D.C.; T Ashmore, Cheirmazter; John Carter, Org s
The W. Master afterwards gave the first degres to three
gentlemen ina manner which augurs well for the eiliciency
of hisservices during his year of office.  In the course of
the evening he also presented a very handsome I 3M0s
jewel to Bro. Ilaynes, for the highly satisfactory and
admirable manner in which he had Mmiilled the duoties of
the chair which he had just passed, by which he had
maintained the harmony, goad fecling, and nrosperity of
the lodae.—1In reply, Bro. Haynes thanked the hrethren
for their substantial remembrance of his services, amd
assured them he would continue to maintain and advance
the position and weli-being of the Jodge.—~Several gentle-
men were proposed for initiation, and two applivations for
relief were granted. The brethren were then called from
labour to vefreshment, and during the merry gathering a
number of Joyal, patriotic, and Masonic toasts were given
Al responded to with great enthusiasm, the proceedings
being greatly enlivencd by the fine harmony for which the
lodge is famons,  Bro. J. Skeaf, W. M., presided at the
pimnoforte.  We may add that the Jodge duringr the past
year has greatly prospered, increasing both in the “quar-
tity and quality” of its members.

MipovreseX.—Harroie Lodye, No. 1310.—The final
meeting of the session was held on Tuesday Jast at the
Railway Hotel, Harrow, The WAL, Bro. G, Py, with
his accustomed ability raised Lrothers W, Spells and W,
Batchelor (11738). A PL’s jewel was voted 1o the re-
tiring \W.M,, Dro. Pymin. Bro. W. II. Green, S.\WV,,
was unanimously elected W.AML for the ensving vear, and
Bro. John Coutts, G.P., was re-elected Treasurer. The
Tyler's election was deferred until the installation mceetings
in May next.  There were peesent, besides those named,
Bros. W T Green, 8, W. o E. Harper, [LW. 5 Coutts,
Treas, 5 Fredk, Waltees, See. s 8, Homewood, 8,105 .
Harrison, T.G., 1 Haerison, W.S, 5 L Smith, LML
WoosSpells, LA Manting I Rawson, I Brewer, &,
Visitors: Dros, Go S, Ko (749), 15 P Tartey (778),
W, Batehelor (1178), Refreshment followed labonr,

&

RoOi"AL ARCI.
METROPOLITAN,

Dritapnic Chn Neo 3= "The veenlar weeting of
this chapter was peld at Freenw<ons' JTall on Vidav, the
tgh ol Preseat s Comps, John Strappe 700 Tas, Clegre,
Hos James Glaisher, Joo Magras Oheen, . Wilson,
Moot Crombie, 1 Treaso: Chareh and Hanuister,
Visitors ¢ Compa Co Bushe (Chapter 203, Tolin Roblins
(432) Henry Bridees (291, and Sampeon P'eivee (2), The
chapter Leing onened, the companions procecded to rake
the ballot for ro, Go N Steawbridze, of Britannic Lenigre,
No. 33, which favourable.  The auwlic repent was
then reartand eomfirmed, shawing a halance of £30 45 14,
The clection of eificers for the ensuing year wis then pro-
ceeded with and resulted as follows s Comps, Glege, Z.;
Gilaisher, 11,3 Ohren, Jo5 AL G, Church, LS., who ap-
pointed as his assistants Comps, Turner and Padden,
Comp, Speight was re-clected Janttor, A PUZ'S jewel
was voteld to Comp, Stravp, The chapter was then closed
aud the companions adjonmed to the Crystal Palace to
dine, where they were joined by many other companions
and a very exeellent dipner was enjoved by all present,

“Mone than a vear ago one of my children
was attacked with bronchitis, and, after a long
illness, was given up by my physician as ‘ pav/
cnre) 1 was then induced to try vour Vegetable
Pain Killer, and from the time I began the use
of it the child rapidly got better, and is now
strong and healthy, ~— Jouy WixsravLey, 1o,
Whitlie-st., Lpool, Fan, 1809, ~To Dy D, & Son/
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! I ‘HE Circulation of THr FREEMASON being
now at the rate of neaxly Zalfia-million per annum,
it offers peculiar facilities to all who advertise,

It is well known that the Fraternity of Freemasons is a
large and constantly increasing body, mainly composed of
the influential and educated classes of society ; and as

The Freemason
is now the accepted organ of the Brotherhood in the United
Kingdom, and also enjoys an exteusive sale in the colonies
and foreign parts, its advantages as an advertising medium
can scarcely be overrated.
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MARRIAGE.
BAMFORD~—~GREEN.—On the 22nd ult., at St. Stephen’s,
Byrom-street, Liverpool, by Lro. the Rev. I1. \funon,
.G.C., Bro, Thos. Deckett Bamford, of Merchants’
Lodee, 241, to Mary Elen, sczond d\ughur of Mr.
Thomas Green, both of Liverpool.
DEATTL
Dowver—On the 29th July, at the Grange Steeple,
Aston, Oxlordshire, R.W. Bro. Tlenry Atkins Dowyer,
Licut.-Colonel  Oxford University Rifle Volunteers,
agel ()6, I'rov. G, Master for Oxfordshire,

R ——————— 1
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1//[: ANTAGCONISI 0]'
AlASONIC RITES.

A GREAT deal has been said of late about
the aatagonism of certain Masonic rites,
and a vast amount of misconception
appears to prevail upon the subject. A
little ealm consideration of the questions
involved will, however, cnable us to dispel
many of those deplorable fallacies which
teand to alicnate many good Masons, and to
destroy the harmony which should ever

prevail amongst the members of all
branches of the Masonic system. In the
first place, we may refer to the prolonged
controversy which has filled the columns of
THE FREEMASON respecting the origin
and claims of the Ancient and Accepted
Rite. The opponents of the Rite assert
that its basis is not only unsound, but that
in operation and results it is detrimental
to the best interests of the Craft. They
maintain that it establishes an Zmperinm in
t1perio not to be tolerated in any country
where a Grand Lodge of Symbolic Free-
masonry exists. They contend that its
administration is an ill-concealed despotism
—obnoxious to the charge of injustice,
corruption, and fraud. Such, in effect, is a
summary of the bill of indictment brought
against the Rite, and it cannot be said that
we have overdrawn the picture. An
examination of the evidence by which the
arraignment is sustained will not, however,
justify such a sweeping condemmnation, It
has been well said by Mackey, a learned
American writer, that the York Rite of
Symbolic Masonry is the mother of all
rites, and that the others are so many
schisms or deviations from that common
centre, But at the same time, it must be
remembercd that even as the British Con-
stitution, admirable as it may be, is not
adapted for every race or nation under the
sun, neither is the grand simplicity of the
“Three Degrees” suited to the tastes of
the Fraternity in every land. Accordingly,
we find that at a very early period after the
revival of Freemasonry in England addi-
tions, which it by no means follows were
improvements, were made to the original
structure.  While all admitted that the
groundwork was beautiful, some thought
the cdifice would look better if a few more
ornaments were added to the frieze, while
others sought to subdivide the main hall of
the mansion into so many less capacious
chambers. Ramsay is credited with the
dubious distinction of being onc of the first
innovators. The idca of equality was un-
doubtedly repugnant to a mind which had
been trained in the ultra-loyal school of
Divine right; and among the proud
noblesse of France, Ramsay found many
disciples who would never have joined the
Craft had hc not opened to them the inner
sanctorum of the chivalric degrees. It is
thercfore idle, at this time of day, to brand
the promoters of the Ancient and Accepted
Rite as knaves and impostors; because in
reality the work had been begun long
before their appearance on the scene, and
the @/ which they undertook was simply
that of organising a system out of the
chaotic medley of degrees which had been
previously invented. There is one point,
however, upon which we cannot so readily
acquit them. When the Inspectors-General
of the Rite framed their famous Constitu-
tionsat Charlestonin 1801, they deliberately
palmed off upon the Masonic public an
unfounded statement, that Frederic the
Great of Prussia had instituted the 33rd

| degree, and had ratified the Constitutions

which were then promulgated. It is now
acknowledged by the Charleston Council
itself that the statement was untrue, and it
is also known by all who have investigated
the matter, that Frederic never took part
in, or recognised, any but the first three
degrees of Freemasonry. It is a popular
error to fancy that English Masons dis-
countenanced, until a comparatively re-
cent period, the innovations and inventions
of their Continental brethren.  Long
before the Rite of Perfection of twenty-
five degrees was reduced into a system,
several of Ramsay’s theories had taken
root in Great Britain and Germany. Be-
yond question, we may attribute to
him the germ, and to his enthusiastic
successor, the Baron Hunde, the develop-
ment of the many Templar organisations
which spread so rapidly throughout Europe.
One hundred and thirty years ago it was a
moot point among German Masons whether
the Templars would not, like Aaron’s
serpent, swallow up all the other orders and
rites of Freemasonry, and but for the schism
caused by the establishment of the “ Rite
of Relaxed Observance,” in contra-distinc-
tion to that known as the ¢ Strict
Observance,” Templarism would probably
have won the day. But although ultimately
defeated and almostannihilated in Germany
and Holland, it triumphed in Sweden and
maintained its ground in England. There is
abundant evidence to prove that the Grand
Lodge of “ All England,” at York, favoured
the Templars, and in other parts of the
kingdom encampments were held down to
the time of Dunckerley, who, with all the
zeal of a convert, never rested until he had
established a Grand Conclave for England
and Wales. In like manner, although the
degrees of the Ancient and Accepted Rite,

“Rite of DPerfection,” as it was then
called, were not adopted in their entirety
by the Masons of England, the most impor-
tant grades, such as the Rose Croix and
the Kadosh, were regularly worked in
connection with the Order of Knights
Templar. Some of Hunde’s ceremonies
were also preserved in the degrees of the
Holy Sepulchre or Red Cross of Dalestine,
the White Cross or Knights of Malta, the
Knights of St. John the Evangelist, the
Knights of Patmos, the Priests of Melchise-
dec, the Knights of Constantine,and several
others now known only by name, except to
a few Masonic students.

These are facts which should be borne in
mind by all who desire to understand the
controversy as to the relative claims of the
Supreme Grand Council 33’ for England
and of the old encampments or chapters
which appear to have conferred the Rose
Croix and Kadosh degreces for many years
according to the old system. The objection
made to the Constitution of the Ancient
and Accepted Rite, that it includes within
its jurisdiction the first three degrees of the
Order, is hardly tenable so far as this
country is concerned—inasmuch as the
members of the Council disclaim any inter-
ference with the powers of Grand Lodge:
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“The system of administration might, how-
ever, we are inclined to believe, be brought

more in accord with the spirit of the times,

for true progress is not incompatible with
the careful conservation of all that is really
necessary and just. We are far from saying
that the present heads of the Rite are not
eminently qualified for the dignified posi-
tions they hold ; but the principle of self-
nomination savours too much of the obsolete
“close borough” system, and reminds one
unpleasantly of the old Puritans who first
resolved that the earth belonged to the
saints, and, secondly, that they—the afore-
said Puritans—awere the saints. We cannot
do more than glance at the subject now,
but in the interests of peace, and of that
fraternal union which has ever been the
strength and support of Freemasonry, we
would urge upon all parties concerned the
exercise of mutual forbearance in the dis-
cussion of matters appertaining to the
Order. Above all, the use of personalities
should be strictly avoided, as not only
foreign to the point, but ungentlemanly and
unmasonic, We have, unfortunately, within
our pale a few reckless reprobates, destitute
alike of honour or good sense, whose only
weapon is abuse, and who cannot rise above
the level of mediocrity unless goaded by
malice and sustained by hate. To such
men we have no remarks to offer, as they
will never be allowed to pollute the pages
of THE FREEMASON ; but to our correspon-
dents generally we appeal never to forget
in the heat of argument that they are
gentlemen and Masons—that the cause of
truth is not advanced by sarcasms or jeers,
but that all discussions and disputes on
Masonic subjects, archeeological, historical,
or ritualistic, should be conducted in the
columns of the Masonic presswith the same
decorum and seng froid that would be
observed in the bosom of a Masonic lodge
under the eye of a vigilant Master. Butwe
trust that we have heard the last of the
supposed antagonism of Masonic rites.

ILRH THE PR[zVCE OF IVALES

The following appeared in a letter of the
Special Correspondent of the Daily Zelegrapl
on Wednesday :—

“ 1 have now ascertained why the Review of the
troops at the Curragh was suddenly changed to the
Pheenix Park. It appears that there is yet another
festivity looming in thedistance. The Freemasons
of Dublin have from the first been anxious to pay
some compliment to the Prince, and with some
difficulty they have at last succeeded in bringing
about an occasion of doing so, His Royal High-
ness, according to my present information, will be
installed on Friday evening in the Grand Lodge
room of the Masonic Hall in Molesworth-street as

’atron of the Freemasons of lreland. ‘The grand
ceremony will commence at five o’clock, and much
to the disappointment of the Freemasons, there
will be a ceremony, and nothing more; for a
dinner party and the Agricultural Ball interfere
with any Masonic festivities, The officers of the
Grand Lodge, the Provincial Grand Masters, and
the Sccretaries, the officers of all the Irish lodges,
and the Past Masters from the Dublin lodges, will
be present. ‘The numbers will be necessarily re-
stricted, for I am told the Grand Lodge room will
hold about 350 people, The greatest enthusiasm
prevails among the brethren, and no bit of news has
recently given such universal satisfaction,”

Boots of the Period at BLAKEY’s, Lime-strect
Liverpao! (under the Alexandra Theatre).—[Advt.]

oltum v Packo, or Iasonic
Fotes and @Queries.
—p———
BRO. NORTON’S CORRECTION.

I should have thanked Bro. Norton for his
correction of an error in my short article on
the Massachusetts Grand Lodge Proceedings
ere now, but really I have had little time
to spare of late for anything. I thank him
now, however, and can explain the prefix of
“Rev.” to be a printer’s error, as my descrip-
tion was the R. W. Bro. C. L. Woodbury.

. W. J. HucHAN.

Was John Wesley a Treemason? is a
question that many have put again and agam,
and if you have room in the ensuing edition, I
should be glad if some of your readers would
settle the point. MoiRrA.

MASONIC DATES.

The York and French Rite Masons of the
Old and New World, to the Christian era
add 4,000 years, calling it Anno Lucius, or
Year of Light ; thus the year 1871 would read
AL 5871.  All official documents pertaining to
the first three degrees of Masonry are thus
dated. York Rite Masons begin the year with
January 1; French Rite, March1. Those
practising in the Antient and Accepted Rites
use the Jewish calendar, whichadds 3,660 years,
and call it Anno Mundi—a.M., Year of the
World. They sometimes use the Hebrew year,
beginning September 26, or 1st of Tisri; using
the initials, A.;., Anno Hebraico, the Hebrew

ear. :

d Royal Arch Masons date from the building of
the second Temple; 530 years before Christ.
Anno Inventionis—A. Inv., in the year of the
discovery.

Royal and Select Masons frequently use
Anno Lucis. But they should date from the
completion of Solomon’s Temple. This would
add 1000 to the Christian Era. Anno Deposi-
tiones—A. Dep., in the year of the Deposit.

Knights Templar date from the organisation
of the Order, 1117. Anno Ordinis—A.O., in
the year of the Order.

Those of the Rite of Misraim, add four years
to the usual computation of the age of the
world.

To find tht date for the York Rite, add 4,000
to the present year; for the Ancient and Ac-
cepted Rite, add 3,760 to the present
year; for the Royal and Select Masters, add
1,000 to the present year ; for the Knights Tem-
plar, subtract 1,118 from the present year ; of the
Rite of Mizraim, add 4,004 to the present year.

HOW TO MAKE A MASON.

MW, Bro. Samuel Lawrence, Grand Master
of Masons in Georgia, uses the following well-
considered language on this important topic :—
“To take a candidate, and pass him hurriedly
through the ceremonies of the degrees with the
bare recital of the ritual lectures, and too often
with a moderate modicum only of these, will
serve to make a member of a lodge, but can
hardly be expected to make a Mason. You
place in his hands a key to a lock of most intri-
cate contrivance, and many wards, and you fail
to instruct him in the use of the key. What
marvel that he never enters the door? The
“open sesame’ has never been imparted to him,
Something more is required. You mustenlighten
him on the principles of Masonry— its great
moral beauty and final saving object. It will
not do to say, ‘O, he is already prepared in his
heart;’ for that heart, if you confine it to barren
pasturage, will soon fall into leanness, and at
length die out. No ; you must clothe the body
of Masonry with its garments of beauty, you
must make it inviting to the eye and refreshing to
the soul. This cannot he done by unaided
human genius. Genius may array it in the most
graceful or the most gorgeous habiliments, but
without the light from within their hues will
remain leaden and dull.  And that light must be
caught from the source opened in our first great
light itself, ‘The rays of Divinity must shine in,
and ecut of, and over it, or it will be darkness,
and not light.”

A SHORT ANALYIS
or
Proceedings at a Conference on the
Mark Degree,
HELD at LONDON, APRIL 3rD & 478, 1871,

At which the Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter of Scot-
land, the Grand Chapter of Ireland, and the Grand Lodge
of Mark Masters were represented,

(a) The report is most valuable and inte-
esting.
The D.G.M. for Ireland, in wishing for the
%3 (5) “ first step,”t will never take a second,
if the firszis to be a sine gue non, as the
Grand Lodge of England, according to the
opinion of most English Masons who have
thought on the subject, will never recognise the
Mark Degree. It went out of its way to adopt
the Royal Archin ap. 1813, and it is likely
will never again add to the “ Zlree Degrees.”

In Bro. Mackersy’s Iucid explanation of the
4 (<) present position of the Mark Degree is
a reference to * certain degrees which
occupy a position defween the degrees of Master
Mason and the Royal Arch” in Scotland and
Ireland. This is correct with respect to the
former, but not the Jatfer. According to
the last edition of the Constitutions for Ireland,
70 degrees are necessarily worked as intermediate
to the #00 mentioned ; and, what is more to the
point, the Grand Chapter of Ireland does not in
these Regulations declare the Afark Degree to be
a prerequisite for Royal Arch Masonry,and their
warrants do not provide for the working of the
Past and Excellent Master Degrees.

We beg to draw attention to these important
facts, as they will be found to affect the argu-
ments very considerably of some of the worthy
representatives.

Strange to say, this error is often made, and
therefore we must beg most positively to state
that many Royal Arch Masons under Ireland
have not received the Past and Excellent Master
Degrees, and some have not had the Mark
Degree : so that Ireland is on a par almost with
England in that respect,} these degrees 7of
being generally worked in that country.

Bro. Mackersy (the esteemed Grand Scribe E.
of Scotland)states that an Irish companion could
attend a Scotch chapter without being requested
to retire dwring any portion of the preparatory
ceremonies, but an English R.A. Mason would
have to leave ; whereas the fact is, that both
English and Irish members cannot be present
during the whole of the ceremonies, #n/ess other-
wise instructed than their Constitutions provide
for.

I take it, then, as established that the Grand
Chapters of Ireland and Scotland are not identi-
ca/ in working, although they are virtually
declared to be soin the Report.

Respecting the Bon-Accord Chapter, No. 70,
7 of Aberdeen, a letter appeared in the
5(2)  Freemasons AMagazine for June, 1855,
page 368, by the Z. of the chapter. Bro. James
Rittie, in defending the action of his chapter,
observed that the Grand Chapter of Scotland
denuded itself of the right to grant Mark war-
rants on March 12th, 1848, by resolving * That
the power of granting these degrees [Mark and
Past Master] shall be vested #z chapters only, as
formerly declared by a resolution of the Supreme
Chapter, dated 16th September, 1846.”

How can this resolution be sufficient to justify
the introduction of Mark Masonry into England
by the members of No. 70 Chapter, Aberdcen?
Certainly, such a position can never logically be
held by the Mark Grand ILodge, who has all
along objected to the invasion of England(dlasoni-

* The pages refer to the *“ Report,” published by
authority of the G. Chapter of Scotland,

4 Viz., Recognition of the Mark Degree by the Grand
Lodge of England (Craft).

+ The remarks of the worthy chairman on the second
day of conference would lead one to believe that the
Excellent and Super-Excellent Degrees were gencrally
worked in Ireland, but such isnot the case. ‘The Mark is
not a prerequisite for the Arch in Ireland, and the degrees
of * Past Master ” and * Most Excellent” arenot worked
at all under the authority of the Grand Chapter.
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cally) by the Grand Chapler of Scotland. As a
member of the Grand Chapter of Scotland, I
object most strongly to any arguments founded
on the supposed right of subordnate chapters to
grant Mark warrants owt of their jurisdiction.
The Regulations of the Grand Chapter of Scot-
land, dated 1848, of course had only reference
to its own jurisdiction. I therefore agree with
the Grand Scribe E. (p. 5) that the above * was
" @ step which 1o supreme body conld folerafe.”

The St. John's Lodge, No. 3 bis, Glasgow,
6 (¢) certainly obtained the decision of the
Grand Lodge in favour of its working
the Mark Degree (and also for other lodges), and
the Grand Lodge of Scotland (the Grand Scribe
E. states) was “ compelled to admit that the
Mark Degree, as practised by them, was in point
of fact a part of the Fellow-Cralt Degree.” Now,
notice the words “as practised by them” It
does not follow, then, that the Mark Degree is
actyally and aZrwoays apart of the Second Degree,
from this decision, but only that the Afark
Degree, “ as practised by the St Johnw's Lodge,”
‘was apart of the Second Degree. '

It scems to me this point has been overlooked.
There has not been sufficient evidence accu-
mulated as yet to justify any one in positively
asserting the original connection of the Mark
Master's Degree with the Fellow-Craft. For
every item of proof adduced to prove this appa-
rent connection, I undertake to produce other
evidences to establish the fact of the 7udependence
“of the Mark Master’s Degree, at least during the
LAsT, if not during the present century.

The following minute entered into between
the Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter
of Scotland is a case in point, viz,

“ That this degree [i.e,, the Mark], whether
viewed as a second part of the Fellow-Craft
Degree, or as a separate degree, Jlas wever been
recognised oy tworked in Eugland, Treland, or the
Continent, or in America, as a part of St. John's
Masonry.”

We have, therefore, only to consider Scotland,
and in confirmation of the superior position of
the Mark Master's Degree to the Master Mason
(superior as respects gradation in a Rite) even
in Scotland, I would instance the Regulations of
the * Operative Lodge of Banf;” January 7th,
1778, which provide “ That in time coming all
members that shall hereafter raise to the Degree
of Mark Mason shall pay one merk Scots, hut
not to obtain the Degree of Mark Mason before
they are passed Fellow-Craft. And those that
shall take the Degree of Mark Master Masons
ghall pay one shilling and sixpence sterling
into the Treasurer for behoofe of the Lodge.
None to attain to the Degree of Mark Master
Masous untill they are raised Master.'*

This is the ear/icst minute I have as yet seen
on the subject, and although many speak so
much about the Mark Degree in connection
with St. John's Lodge, Glasgow, no minutes of
any.importance or antiquity have been produced
to prove such conncction, and it is questionable
after all whether an ear%er minate than the one
just quoted of 1778 can be found in Scotland.

I have no hesitation in saying that the St
) John's Lodge, No. 3 bis (and in this
. respect it s but as all other lodgzes)
never worked the Mark Deyee Lefore 1736,
As a degree, it was unknown then in any coun-
try, and all that old minutes state simply con-
firms the ancient custom of “choosing the
Mark.”
The interesting observations of Rro. Kerr
'3 (representative of the (5.1, of Scotland)
do not prove the Mark Dezree was
known in 1598 in conncction with ¢ Mary
Chapel” Lodge, Edinburgh.  The name of the
Yellow-Craft or Master, as also his mark, had to
be inserted in the Book kept for that purpose,
but no eerrmony is ever mentioned, and the
words Mark Degree, or anything approaching
them, never occur, for the simple reason that, as
adigree, the Mark Master was then unknown.

* This extract was made for me from the origiral
minutes of this old chapter by Bro, Stenhouse Bairnpsfuther,
of Banfl, and sogenihied July 25th, 1857,

There are several records still preserved of
the 17th and 18th centuries that illustrate our
position, and abundant evidence has been accu-
mulated to satisfy the most exacting that no
degree  whatever is alluded to in the ancient
records of Craft Masonry for which Scotland
is 50 famous, but all that can be claimed is that
a mark was selected and registered, and a fee
was exigible'in consequence.

“ Mother Kilwinning Lodge,” Ayrshire, in the
17th century, charged four shillings as a fee for
choosing the mark. In'the Mark Book of the old
Lodge at Aberdeen, dating from 1670, there is no
trace of any ceremony in connection with the
selection of the mark, nor is there in the minute
vooks of Lodge “Jowrneymen,” No. 8, Scot-
land.

In the Records of the ancient Lodge at Aln-
wicke (Northumberland) marks are generally
attached to the signatures from the first decade
of the last century.

In the ancient Records of Haughfoot Lodge,
Scotland, no mention is made of either the Third
or of the Mark Degrees. These minutes com-
mence 22nd Dec., 1702, and end 1763.

At a meeting of the old lodge at Brechin,
Scotland, “27 day of December, 1714 years,
being the anniversary of the Holly Apostle St.
John,” it was resolved ' "I'hat each Meason shall
insert his mark in this book, and shall pay
thirteen shillings Scots’ moe for booking their
mark.”

In all these records, and also in others, noth-
ing has been found that alludes to cither the
Mark Degree or the Master Mason’s Degree
before 1716. The Fellow-Crafts simply chose
their marks, which were registered on payment
of the Fee, and there the matter ended.
Masters being in oficial/ positions, and not mem-
bers of a superior degree to the Fellow-Craft,

Bro. D. Murray Lyon, of Ayr (a great authority
on ancient Masonry in Scotland), positively
declares that * Up to within a short period of
the abdication of St. Clair of the Protectorate
of the Craft, there is a fofal abscnce from lodge
records of any allusion to secret Masonic Rites
other than what was embraced in giving the
Mason’s word.”  This same authority (who
wrote the “History of Mother Kilwinning
Lodge,” and is now engaged in doing a similar
important work for the “ Mary Chapel,” No. 1,
Edinburgh) has stated it to be his decided con-
viction that therc was no ifark Digree before
1736 in Scotland. In the remarkable award
made respecting Lodge “ Journeyman,” and
“Mary Chapel” of 1715 (a copy of which we
have now before us) no mention is made of any
degrees, but the ¥ mason word " often occurs. We
would gladly welcome a few words on this
interesting  subject from our old friend and
brother, 1. Murrav Lyon, and we feel sure our
readers wouid also.

I should be very sorry to hear of the Grand
. Chapterof Scotlind acknowledging the
() Mark Master's De as 't of
Mark Master's Degree as a part of the
Fellow-Craft Degree, especially as in the cere-
monies of the latter throughout all last century
the Mark Master is nowhere cven alluded to or
noticed in any way, so far as we can judge,
It is only for those who think otherwise to
produce a minute or record of a Mark Master's
Degree in an old lodge, to disprove our state
ment,  The Grand Chapter of Scotland is de
Jure the conservator of the degree in Scotland,
and not the Grand Lodge,

_Bro. AT Pierson says that “ At no period
since the revival of Masonry A.n. 1717 Las the
ceremony or ritual of the Fellow-Craft Degree, as
practised anywhere assimulated to the ceremony
or ritual of any of the degrees known by the
name of Mark.” This remark is to be found in
“ Traditions of Masonry,” published by the
Masonic Publishing Company, New York, and
the statement is wue of a// America,

We have arecord of the Mark Master’s Degree
when worked in Boston during the last century,
which proves the lodge was originally held distinet
from ofher degrees, and that on Nov. 28, 1793, it
was unifed to those generally worked in connec-
tion with the Royal ireh,  Several indcl)cudent

The-

Mark lodges were held in the United  States
during this period by Master Masons.

As a contribution towards clearing up the

13 (%) character of the Mark Granc} Lodge
3 about 1857 I submit the following from
the “ Masonic Observer ” for that year :—

“ At a meeting of Mark Masters held at Free-
masons’ Tavern, London, joth May, 1857, pre-
sided over by Lord Leigh, Bro. Havers opposed
the degree as neither ancient nor of value.
*Bro. Smith in answer stated that the Mark de-
gree flourished in the midland counties, and to
the knowledge of living Masons has never ceased
to work for the last sixty years.” . . . . &

“ At the Mark Grand Lodge December x1th,
1867, Bro. Matthews, as an old member for
sixteen years of the “Xent Lodge” of Mark
Masters, Bro. Lazarus. for Zawenty-six years a
member of the * Royal Cumberland ” Bath, Bro.
Barnard, who had the degree conferred on him
fiftcen years ago in a lodge whose warrant dated
back into the last century, and Bro. Burdy who
had the degree conferred on him in 1823,” were
all present, and testified to the Mark degree
being worked in England for many years,

I have never yet seen a warrant granted
16 (1) by the “ Ancients” during the last cen-
tury to work the Mark degree. Some

have claimed to be in possession of documents,
but so far their pretensions have been unfounded.
Such an important statement as the authorisa-
tion of the Mark degree by the “Ancients”
should be supported by evidence, as an #pse
dixit is of little weight, especially when the
existence of such warrants is generally doubted.

Bro, Keri’s sketch of Masonry is a most valu-
o s;) ableone. Undoubtedly, these ancient
18 (/) lod :
odges were speculative as well as opera-
tive, although mainly the latter. John Farl of
Cassillus, was Deacon of the Lodge of Kil-
winning A.D. 1672, and Lord Eglinton in 1674.
These, Bro. D. Murray Lyon declares, are the
carliest instances yet found of non-professional
architects or builders holding office in a Scotch
Masonic Lodge. It has been often remarked
(and even Bro, Lawrie has supported the state-
ment) that Thomas Boswell, Isq., was Warden
of the Lodge of Edinburgh (Mary’s Chapel) in
1660 After an examination of the records, Bro.
Lyon assures me such was not the case. He
only attended once, and then was not the War-
den of the lodge. This shows the need of care
in the reception of statements which are unsup-
ported by authentic quotations.

I challenge Bro. Kerr to prove that the Lodge
8 (7 of Journeymen worked the Mark
18 (7) Master’s DEGREE in 1707. Bro. Hunter,
who wrote the history of the lodge never claimed
such a distinction for it, and in his excellent
history of that lodge, which is to be found in the
Lreemuasons' Wagasine (Parts 3 and 4, A, 1858),
in speaking of the Lodge of Edinburgh, No. 1
(of which No. 8§ was an “ offshoot ”), the author
observes: “A distinction is kept up Dbetween
the Masters and individuals who held the rank
of Fellow Craft and Apprentice, but nothing, so
far as I have observed, is said abiout any cere-
mony being usal at the advancement of a
Fellow Craft to a Master Mason, or about any
fees being paid for giving such a degree. It
seems, indecd, doubtful ir the lodge, from its
commencement down to the formation of the
Grand Lodge, practised anything more than the
two degrees of Apprentice and Fellow Craft,
The Masters referred to in almost every one of
the ear'y minutes are, therefore, likely to have
been merely masters in trade, and not Masters
in the sense in which they are now regarded in
the Masonic lodges of this country, . . . .
Most of the FFellow Crafts took a mark, which is
generally inserted in the books after their names,
and which they no doubt engraved on the'r
tools, and carved on the stones which they pre-
pared. For obtaining 2 mark they paid a sum
of moncy.,”

We readily admit that in early days the maris
were taken by the Fellow Crafts, and thus Fellow
Crafts hald selected marks dofre they became

* Probably Bro. Dasse; Smith, of Birmingham, a well®
waown Harh Hesten
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Masters, buf this fact does not prove that the
Mark Master's degiec was originally conferred
upon Fellow Crafts, as the degree was unknorwn
then, neither was the Master Mason’s digree, so
far as we know.

“Qverseers " are so often referred to hy Bro.
19 (%) Kerr that 1t would be well to give owe

*/ excerpt. from lodge records, dating
before 1736, that mentions such av officer being
appointed over Fellow Craflts ! An instance is~
to be found in Bro. Lawrie’s History of Free-
masonry {2nd edit ), pages 440-8.

According to Bro. Lyon, the Lodge of Edin-
2t (/) burgh never worked the #sce degrees
“ before the last century, and the
minutes of all other lodges confirm his position.
In fact, Masonic dgiees were unknown before
AD. 17106, so that they are all inventions of
modern times, and though some of them have
actually continued eueient Masonry, the majority
are wwiolly recent prodnctions. :

My opinion is, the Mark Master'’s degree
22 (m) lgelongs to the jurisdiciion of the
- Supreme Grand Chapter in Scotland,
and T have inforiation on that point to prove
its correctness, and to demonstrate that the
Grand T.odge of Scotland has no business to
control or be connected with more than #hree
degrees. Iiven as late as the 26th May, 1800,
the Grand Lodge of Scotland resolved to “ Pro-
hibit and discharge all lodges having charters
from the Grand Lodge from holding any other
meetings than those of the Zkrec orders.”

I have a copy of a French work in 1743,
which gives the “ ancien mot
24 (1) g de

maitre,” as Bro. Rev. G. R. Portal
describes.  ‘The degree of Royal Arch was

instituted about A.p. 1738.

In conclusion, allow me to state that before
1717 there were no Grand Lodges, and there-
fore in that year the institution of a Grand
Lodge wasan fnaovation.  About 1766 a Grand
Chapter was formed Dby the “Moderns,”
although it appears they had no chapters at that
time, but several members had received the
Royal Arch of the *“Ancients.” The No. 2
Chapter was not warranted until 1769, the
original charter for which I now hold. These
bodies being instituted, however, ws justifiable
wnder the ciranmstances, 1 like manner the Mark
lodges were justified in forming a Grand Lodge.
They had individual lodges working Zefore their
Grand Lodge was instituted, some even during
the last century, and in consequence of the
Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter daclining to
incorporate the degree with their organisations,
the Mark Masters were as a body without a
hea:l.  Hence the constitution of these lodges
into a Grand Lodge was as much a necessity as
the Grand Lodge formed in 1717, and more so
than the formation cf the Grand Chapter about
1766.  Itseems, then, Masonically legal to form
such a Grand Lodge, and that being the case,
its members desire recognition by the Grand
Chapters who support the iark degree through-
out the world.

The objection of the Grand Chapter of
land to recognise the Mark Grand fiodge has
really no foundation in fact, because the
Supreme Grand Chapter of Scotland is recogiised
Dy that body, although not recognised by the
Grand Lodge ; and what is more to the point,
one of the bodies composing the lrish ¢ Council
of Rites,” viz,, The Suprenie Grand Conuci) for
33% actually recognises the Supreme Grand
Council for 33° of LFngluad, votwithstanding
the Grand lodge of this country dues i,
Now it is no more for the Grand Chapter
(another of the bodies composing the anthorized
deg-ces) for Ireland to recognise the Mark Grand
Lodge than for the Supreme Grand Council of
the same country to recognise the Supreme
Grand Council for this jurisdiction, seeing that
in each case both ave warvenmisel by ihe Grand
Lodge of Lingland, and the arguments that woulid
justify the latter certainly would also permit the
former, '

If the degrees of* Lxcellent Master and
Royal and Select Masters are worked it does

not seem to me that the Mark Grand Lodue

Ire-

ought to be the Conservator of them, dut Zhe
Grand Chapter should be. As, however, the
Grand Chapter cannot do so according to the
¢ Articles of Union,” it would be far better for
these degrees to be worked under the Supreme
Grand Council of 33° then for Mark Masters to
seck to rule degrees superfor in gradation to
their own,

The Royal and Select Masters are simply
copies of certain degrecs under the Ancient and
Accepted Rite, and they are not at all essential
to Royal Arch Masonry. They had better be left
alone, as the are not worth the trouble of in-
corporation with any rite in this country.

The success of the Mark Grand Lodge will
be best insured by the members keeping closely
to the ancient landmarks, and by refusing to
incorporate into their organization any degrees
of mushroom growth and questionable Masonic
antiquity.

Wit Jayes HuGHAN.

* The earliest Laws of the Royal Arch known (which
T published in the ficst numbers of Tu# FRrE:Masox)
refer to the Super Iixcellent as follows : Banfi, Scotland,
7th January, 1763, *° Any member who wants to attain
to that part of Royal Arch and Super Excellent shall pay
two shillings and sixpence to the public fund.” Itis
qlueslionable if the Mark Master’s degree wes known
then,

SUMAER IEXCURSION 70 SEVENO.AKS.

On Saturday sc’nnight, Bro. George Kenning, of
Little Britain, entertained his employees, ninety in
number, to a very delightful trip by rail to Scven-
oaks, Kent,

After luncheon, the company, as is usual with
visitors to this favourite town, did not fail to visit
Knole Park and its noble mansion, which is beauti-
fully pourtrayed in the following lines:- -

See with majestic pride, the work of years,

It's reverend front the stately mansion rears,

Within whose ample space the eye surveys

The labour’d excellence of former days :

The model whose perfection art supplies,

Sculpture’s light touch and Painting’s deathless dyes,

The following historical account of the ancient
structure and manor will not, perhaps, be unaccept-
table to our readers. The House is built principally
in the Elizabethan style of architecture, and is situ-
ated on a commanding and healthy eminence near
the town. The building itself covers a space of
ground said to be nearly 3X acres. “The principal
portions of the mansion of ** Knole ” form a spacious
quadrangle, built in the castellated style, with several
square towers. The front of the building is not
distinguished by ornamental details, but has an air
of great plainness and simplicity. It would be in
vain to attempt, in this short space, to describe the
intertor of the noble mansion so as to give our
readers any just idea of its magniticence and beauty.
Suffice it to say, a visit to Knole House will amply
repay the most studious. The park is very extensive
and beautifuliy varied in its features, with a luxuriant
arowth of timber, especially of oak and beech trees,
forwhich the soil is naturaliy adapted. The girth ot
one of these venerable oaks is no less than 3o fect.
Much assiduity and taste have been displayed in
the arrangement of the plantations; the trees are
not disposed in solitary clumps, but in broad and
undulating masses, whici risc and fall with the vary-
ing nature of the surface.  From one poing, viz.,
on gaining the summit of a hill near the House, a
prospect of great extent bursts at once upon tne
sigght—woods, heaths, towns, villigge,, and namlets
are all displayed in bright confusion, the eye com-
manding the greater part of West Kent, 2 consider-
able portion of Sussex, and a distant view of the
hills of Hampshive, The manor and mansion of
Kuole were in possession of the Archbishops of
Canterbury during the reigns of Heary the Oth, 7th,
and Sth. but in the last of these reigns they were
voluntarily surrendered to the Crown by Archibishop
Cranmer.  After passing through several hands, the
estate was finally bestowed,in thereign of Eligabeth,
on Thomas Saclville, Esi., afterwards Baron Buck-
hurst and Earl of Duarset, in whose haads it has
continued alinost uninterruntedly up to tire present
time, the present possessor being Lord Buckaurst,

After visiting Knole House, our party reassembled
at the Rose and Crown flotel, waere they all par-
took of a sumptuous dinner, presided over by Bro.
Kenning. and to which ample jusiice was done, The
cioth being vemoved, the usual loyal and friendly
toasts were given and drank with much enthusiasm,
After 2 few songs, the compuany adjourned to the
grounds, where they cenjoyed themselves to their
hearts’ content with dancing and other amusements ;
adjourned to a social and bountiful tea, resumed
their outdoor games, and finally returned to town
hlghly plcascd with the day's exeursion,

Origial Correspondence.
———

The Editor is not responsible for the opinions expressed by
Correspondents.

COMMITTEE OF ENQUIRY.
(Zv the Editor of The Freemason.)

DEAR SIR AND BROTHER,—I am very glad to
see that your able remarks on this point have called
forth a letter from “ W.M.” (p. 474), It is well
known to me that, in certain foreign countries, a
laudable custom has long been in force, by which
the sponsor or mnext friend of the candidate has
been held liable for the conduct of such candidate
during the interval between his proposition and
admission, and it has been found to work exceed-
ingly well, ensuring carnestness and real purpose
on the candidate’s part.

Would it not be casy for lodges to frame a by-
law to this effect ? rendering it actually incumbent
on the proposer or seconder to observe more atten-
tively the general carriage of those seeking to enter
the Fraternity., I know of more than one instance
in which the proposer and secondecr absolutely
knew nothing whatever of the candidate, and in
conscquence it has led to circumstances greatly to
be deplored. 1 could name an instance in which
this occurred no later than a month ago, but as I
am not wishful to injurc the lodge in which the
affair took place, it would perhaps be wrong to
name that lodge ; one, indeed, for which I enter-
tain a sincere regard.

A regular form is issued out in  French
lodges to this end, and a similar one might casily
be devised for this country. By the French pro-
visions, two brethren are detailed off to make suit-
able enquiries—not, however, of a kind liable to
endanger the candidate’s worldly status—and to
report generally upon such points as might guide
the lodge in their ballot. This report is read in
open lodge, previous to the ballot, and materially
enhances the honour conferred upon the candidate
at his initiation. No good man would at any time
hesitate to undergo this preliminary ordeal, and
unscrupulous or interested persons would thereby
meet with a merited rebuff,

I will endeavour to find a copy of the French
form, which, with slight and appropriate emenda-
tions, I am disposed to think would work very
cfficaciously amonyst us in England. 1 have it not
at hand, just now, but will seck for it.

I am, dear Sir and Brother, ycurs fraternally,
CRYPTONYMUS,
August 1, 1871,

To the Editor of the Freemason.)

DEAR SIR AND BROTHER,—In your impression
of the 22nd July, a letter appears signed LFrederick
Binckes, in which that brother talks very learnedly
about certain matters connected with the Order of
Royal Ark Mariners. ‘This, Sir, calls for no reply
on my part other than, as a matter of courtesy to
your readers and for their benelit, 1 beg to state
that Bro. Binckes is not fully acquainted with the
working of the Order over which ! have the honour
to preside, and therefore I do not feel justified,
being of o very superior grade, and having privi-
leges and immunities not enjoyed by the Mark
degree, to reply to any questions propounded by
those of inferior standing.

I will also state that the treaty signed by the duly
authorised representatives of the Mark degree on
July 6th, not having been ratified by the G, Mark
Lodge on the 1st August, as stipulated in such
treaty, the Royal Ark Mariner Grand Lodge is now
an entirely independent body, and the degrees of
the Order will from this date be conferrea on all
Master Masons in good standing who may desire
to have them,

I am, dear Sir and Drother, yours fiaternally,
MORTON EDWARDS, 5.G.C RAM,
Office ot the Grand Lodge of Royal Ark
Mariners, 7, Gower-street, Bedford-square,
Londoun, August 2nd, 1871,

SUBORDINATION IN THE HIGHER
DIEGREES.
(7o the 7ditor of Th: Frecinason.)

DiAR Sir AND Droruer,—~In reply to Dro,
Yarker I have but two words to say. No onz has
a greater objection to personalities than I have, but
some people are best fought with their own weapons,
Fourteen years ago 1 had over £2oc,000 through
my hands W ene ot As o my statements
generally, T have very good anthority for all 1 have
put in print; and it may perhaps interest Bro,
Yarker to know that in consequence, no doubt, of
his attacks on the 3.G.C., over thirty good Masons
have joined the Rosc Croix under the A, and A.
Rite in Lancashire a/one within the last month,

Yours fraternally,
A MASON WHO BELIEVES IN
HIS Q.B,
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THE PLAIN OF PHILISTIA.

By CArTAIN WARREN, R.E,

(Continued frone page 468.)
ASKELON.

From our tents, pitched upon the brow of the
cliffs overlooking the ocean, we commanded a
splendid view of the ruined city ; its walls thrown
up in fantastic confusion half covered by the
luxuriant growth of fruit trees or by heaps of drifted
sand—strange contrast of fertility and desolation :
useless it would be to attempt a more complete
description than that given in Murray’s guide, or
the “ Land and the Book.” I shall content myself
with touching on two or three points.

The city is four-and-twenty miles, as the crow
flies, from the present ruin of Timnath, whence
Samson came to plunder the thirty change of gar-
ments for the payment of those who had expounded
his riddle ; though this is the only incident with
regard to the whole city recorded in the Bible, yet
it i1s impossible to visit these ruins at the present
day without realising,.perhaps more than in any
other ancient city west of Jordan, the utter over-
throw of power that has taken place, the desolation
which reigns supreme ; the walls ofindurated sand-
stone, though now of small-sized stones, were once
formed of massive blocks, as is seen by the re-
mains here and there that have not been cut down
for other purposes, or carried away to Acca or
Saidon; great columns of granite seventeen to
eighteen feet in length, and two to two and a half
fect in diameter, project from the faces of the exist-
ing walls, used as thorough bonds, though hardly
necessary, it seems, for the intensely hard mortar
has united the stones into one solid mass, which
has only again been broken by some great force—
probably gunpowder. Examine these walls (photos.
Nos, 257-259), great discs of masonry overlapping
each other in confusion, and it is apparent that they
have been overturned at no very remote period.
Some of these walls may have been built by the
ladies of England as an offering to their country
and lion-hearted king (“Chronicles of the
Crusades ”) during the Crusades.

The view (No. 256) shows us the sycamore fig
tree, now loaded with its burden of fruit, the hollow
fig, which, though refreshing when picked from the
tree, is considered too inferior a fruit to be eaten
by any but the poorest of the people. Scehow the
trunk of the trec, acted upon in its carly growth by
the prevailing wind, the sea breeze has bent over
the narrow pathway for nearly thirty feet, at a dis-
tance of eight to ten fect from the ground, offering
a secure seat to any who, like the lowly Zacchzus,
wish to have a view of all that pass that way,

In No. 256 we have a picture of the sea coast,
with the serf breaking on the shore. Just outside
that surf, as we werc coming up from Gaza, we
observed a large shark moving about, and on going
down to the beach at Askelon at sunrise to have a
swim, I saw two sharks loitering about within a
few yards, apparcently waiting for me, and not wish-
ing to gratify their appetites, I dabbled in shallow
water, These sharks are larger than any [ have
seen in these latitudes, and their appearance re-
minds us that this is the coast on which the prophet
Jonah was disgorged by the great fish that had
swallowed him up. A few miles further up the
shore to the north is the Neby Yunas, the monu-
ment of Jonal’s, which vies in tradition with
another point near Saidon as his landing-place,
The booths used in the gardens by the watchmen
of the fruit trees also remind us of his history, for
they are similar in construction to that gourd-
covered booth he rested in outside of Ninevch,

Mentioning booths, I would draw attention to
1 Kings iv. 25: And Fudal and Israel dwelt
safely, every man under his vine and wnder his fir
tree. This, of course, is a poetical expression, but
as at the present day, during a portion of the year,
the natives actually do live under trees or in booths,
it is reasonable to suppose that the same custom
obtained among the Jews, and, in fact, we know it
did obtain (Lev. xxiii. 42 ; Nch. viii. 14 ; 1 Sam, xxii.
6). And such being the case, it is probable that
the names of trees giving the necessary shelterwould
be used in the poetical expression,

To live in booths shaded by the vine, by ereepers,
by dry bushes, is very common at the present day,
but I am not awarc that the fig tree is ever used as
a shelter for man.  On the contrary, its rank leaves
have a most repulsive odour, the juice is supposed,
when it touches the eye, to produce ophthalmia,
and to sleep under its shade is said to be a certain
reccipt for the production of fever.  In Spain, also,
there is the same opinion ; a fig tree near a house
is said to be unwholesome, and to keep an animal
under it for any length of time is supposed to pro-
duce madness or death.

About Askelon there are the most delicious
apples, which were just now ripe, fully cqual in
flavour to any I have tasted clsewhere, but, in

|

keeping with so many of the Palestine fruits, they
are sadly in want of proper treatment; they have
dwindled down to one-half the bulk of an ordinary
English eating apple. Dr. Thompson speaks of
these apples of Askelon, but Dr. Tristram (¥ The
Land of Israel,” p. 604) suggests that he mistook
the quince for the apple, and doubts whether apples
grow in Palestine at the present day.

Although so little remains of ancient Askelon #s
situ, coins and bronzes are constantly being turned
up by the plough and by the crumbling of earth
during the heavy rains ; at this time agents come
down from Jerusalem and buy up all that they can
lay hands on, and sell at immense prices to pilgrims
in the Holy City. I was able to secure on the spot
some small bronzes of the Egyptian gods, Osiris
and Isis, and also a very elegant mutilated figure
of Hercules, and the remains of a fish god; the
greater portion, however, of the bronzes are dis-
tinctly Egyptian, and similar to those in the British
Museum ; the coins found are generally Roman, or
of the Crusaders, or Cufic.

sth June, 1867.—Askelon is ten miles from
Ashdod in a straight line. We left the former at
8 a.m., and passing Abu Mushad, an eminence and
tomb from whence the minarets of Gaza can be
seen, we passed in a few minutes remains of build-
ings of Ibrahim Pacha, and among other objects a
well 140 feet deep, with a staircase running down,
around the side. Leaving Mejdel with its minaret
to our right, we came en Hamimeh at four miles
situate on the edge of the sand-drift, the next village
to be submerged. A Greek Christian came out to
meet us, and insisted on our coming into his court-
yard and feeding on water-melon, and then pro-
duced several articles for sale, among the rest a pot
of well-preserved bronze Roman coins. We had
not time, then, to strike a bargain, and on enquiring
for them a few weeks after I learnt that a com-
missioner for a collector at Beyrout had carried
them off. On leaving this village we kept the drift
sand close to our left, and shortly passed a small
masonry erection in which water is deposited by
the people from the neighbouring villages for the
benefit of passers-by—a very kindly arrangement
in a dry land if they would only take the trouble to
kecp it clean, Passing now over a country tame
and uninteresting, we arrived at Esdud (Ashdod)
shortly after mid-day. 1 went from here to the
sea beach, a distance of three miles, in search of
any remains of the ancient city, but nothing could
I sece but endless mounds of drift sand, over which
we stumbled ankle deep ; on the shoreitself are the
ruins of a rectangular barrack of sandstone, similar
to .the walls of Askelon, and at about a third of the
distance on the road to Jaffa. It probably was a
station connecting the two cities ; it measurcs
abaut 120 feet by 50 feet, with semi-circular flankiag
towers at cach angle, and two on cither side. No
ancient pottery or glass was observed about, but
there were a few broken Dhottles of modern con-
struction, which looked as if they had once held
beer.

Ashdod itself is a mean Mahometan village,
situated on a gentle eminence, surrounded with
beautiful gardens and palm trees, but with no signs
whatever of its ancient grandeur visible, if we may
except the sarcophagus shown on photograph No.
263, supposed to be of an carly type. The view of
the Persian wheel (N’aura), driven by a camel, and
of a palm tree, Nos. 264 and 262, were also taken
in this village, To the west the sand rises high
above the gardens, and cach year swallows up a
portion, In the centre of the village is the usual
clevated mound of rubbish, here of a considerable
height, ending in a conical pcak—a good theodolite
station, and there we proceeded at sunset, just the
worst time for observing, as then the fellahin lare
returning from their daily labour. We were soon
surrounded by the entire village, who in a half
defiant, half good-humoured manner advanced to
the attack, dctermined to capture our instrument,
which they considered to be exerting some sinister
influence over the country ; luckily the mound was
steep, and as they came up we pushed over the
foremost upon those behind and managed to keep
our position until the pole star was observed.
was obliged, however, to complete the observations
next day when the men had left the village, The

sheikh  came in  the evening and made his
apologics for the wuproar, and aficcted great
penitence.

On June 6th and 7th the country to north and
cast was surveyed. About one mile N.E. of Ashdod
the Widy from the Valley of Elah (now Widdy cs
Sumt) effects its junction with another from the
south which runs by Kuratiyeh, They are here the
merest ditches, about 6 feet wide and 4 feet deep,
and just now are quite dry. ‘Their course was fol-
lowed to the sea coast at a point four miles north
of Ashdod, where they form lagoons of shallow
water, supplied by the oozing up of water from the
soil, and separated from the ocean by a bar of
sand. Ncby Yunas is built on an emincnce at this

point,
(7o be continued)

Fovergn FWasonic Fntelligence.
.
BOMBAY.
FUNERAL OF W, BRO. H. H. AVRON.
[From the Bombay Gasctte.]

The hody of Mr. H. H. Avron, late Superinten-
dent of the Bombay Sailors’ Home, was buried in
Sewree Cemetery on Friday afternoon, when the
unusually numerous attendance of mourners testi-
fied to the high respect and regard felt for the
deceased.

Although it was rather an advanced hour when
notice was sent round to the friends of Mr. Avron
that the funeral would start from the Sailors’ Home
at half-past four o’clock the same afternoon, and
that those who are Freemasons were invited to
attend as such, the shortness of the summons did
not prevent a very great gathering—so great,
indeed, that we believe the funeral procession was
larger than is ever remembered to have been
seen before in Bombay. Nearly seventy carriages
followed the hearse. The mourners were almost all
Masons, and amongst the number were some
Parsees. The brethren were habited in the cos-
tume of their Order, and,in accordance with ancient
usage, wore sprigs of Acacia.

Arrived at the tank bordering the compound of
Government House, the whole party alighted, and
the coffin was taken out of the hearse. On the top
of the pall rested the emblems of different degrees
in Masonry to which the deceased had attained,
together with the badge of truth and uprightness.
The procession then moved up the hill leading to
the cemetery. In front marched the Grand Tyler,
with drawn sword. Then came the Past Master of
Wor. Bro. Avron’s Lodge, “ Concord,”supported on
each side by a Worshipful Master. Next came
the Chaplain, succceded by the coffin borne by
brethren, with the officers of the before-mentioned
lodge as pall-bearers, the rear consisting of a long
line of Worshipful Masters and brethren. On
reaching the cemectery, the burial service of the
Church of England was read by the Chaplain, Bro.
the Rev. W. H. Harper (Chaplain of Lodge Truth,
944). At the conclusion of this most impressive
service, the equally-solemn Masonic burial service
was read by the Past Master of “ Concord,” and at
the appointed passage the Master deposited his
sprig of acacia in the grave, whereon the brethren
generally threw theirs on the coffin.  The symboli-
cal white apron of the deceased was likewise
deposited with the coffin,and the service was closed
with the funeral honours due fromthe Craft,

We may add that W, Bro. Avron, at the time of
his death, was Master of Lodge Concord, that he
had ruled over severzl other Masonic badies in
Bombay, that in this part of the Masonic world he
rendered great services to the Craft, services which
will not easily be forgotten,and that are known, not
only in India, but in America, with some of the
most distinguished Masons of which he maintained
a constant correspondence-in connectionwith Free-
masonry. Than W, Bro, Avron it would have been
difficult to find a more carnest and thorough-gaing
brother anywhere, and the untiring cxertions he
made for the good of the Craft must have been a
heavy tax on the time and attentionof a man whose
ordinary occupation was one entailing a good deal
of hard work daily.

Mr. Avron was a native of Bristol, and for some
years followed a sailor’s life, He held a certificate
of competency as a Master Mariner, We regret to
add that he leaves a wife and large family to mourn
for him.

WEST INDIES,
[From the Falnonti (Jamaica) Sost, June 27.)

It is our painful duty to record the death of Mr,
John Anderson 1YSouza, onc of the most worthy
and deservedly-respected of our fellow-parishioners
in Trelawny, and the cldest son of David H.
D’Souza, Esq., the principal of the extensive com-
mercial  establishment of 1Y’Souza, Sons, and
Lazarus, This melancholy and generally-lamented
event took place at nine o’clock on the morning of
Sunday, the 25th inst., the deceased having received
during his illness of a few days the careful and
constant attention of his medical and other friends,
as well as that of the members of his family, Dut
all human aid was unavailing, and he “walked the
way of nature ” in the 32nd year of his age, having
sustained an irreproachable character in all the
relations of life. It was his carnest request to have
a Masonic funeral, and the request was complied
with by the members of the Athol Union Ledge,
who met at their lodge-room in this town, at half-
past cight o'clock yesterday morning,in accordance
with the requirement of a circular which was issued
by the Master, Mr. John C. Lewis. The mceting
was in every respect, as we have been informed, in
the true spirit of harmony, and the usual formalities
having been gone through, a procession was formed
| in the following order i—
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Two Tylers, with drawn swords.
Entered Apprentices, two by two.
Fellow-Crafts, two by two.
Master Masons, two by two.
Two Stewards, with rods of office.
Junior Guard and Secretary.
Senior and Junior Wardens,
Bible-bearer.

‘Depute Master.
Worshipful Master.

The Body, with three mourners on each side.

The procession reached the residence of the
deceased brother at ten o’clock, and the Masonic
funeral service was read by Master John C. Lewis
ina solemn and affecting manner, The Masonic
apparel and jewel of the deceased were placed on
the lid of the coffin, and the procession was again
formed in the order already mentioned,preceded by
the constabulary body, and followed by merchants,
public officers, planters, and other citizens, two by
two, numbering upwards of 300 persons, indepen-
dently of other parishioners to the extent of 1,500
males and females, The windows of houses in the
streets through which the procession passed were
filled byrespectable families,all of whom manifested
poignant regret at the death of a worthy member of
the community, At the parish church the body
was met by the Rev. Earnest A. Stewart, rector, the
order of procession having been reversed. ¢ The
Dead March in Saul ¥ was played by the Organist,
Mr. James Atkins,until the congregation,cxceeding
2,000 persons, obtained seats in every part of the
sacred edifice. The rector read the goth Psalm, at
the end of which a chant was sung by the choir,
and was followed by the reading of St. Paul’s First
Epistle to the Corinthians, 15th chapter, commenc-
ing with the 20th verse, The choir then sang the
298th Hymn :—

** Beneath our feet and o’er our head
Is equal warning given :
Beneath us lie the countless dead,
Above us is the Heaven !”

The Organist played a solemn funcral march
while the body was being removed from the church
to the placcof interment, where the concluding por-
tion of the burial service was read by the rector.
The Worshipful Master of the Athol Union Lodge
then delivered a short and appropriate address to
his assembled brethren, and thus closed the sor-
rowful ceremonies of the day.

The church bell tolled while the procession moved
on to the church, the flags of all the vessels in the
harbour were half-masted, and at nine o’clock the
stores and shops in the town were closed in respect
for the deceased, of whom it may be truly said he
made many friends and never had an enemy. The
largs number of persons of all classes belonging to
Trelawny and the parishes of St. Ann, St. James,
and Hanover, who mournfully followed the remains
of Mr. John D’Souza to their last resting-place on
earth, afforded evidence of the fact that he lived
esteemed and diel regretted by all who were
acquainted with his many excellent qualities. In
commercial transactions he was a man of strict
integrity ; he bore the reputation of a fond husband
and father, a dutiful son and affectionate brother,
and a sincere friend ; and to the poor and afflicted
of his fellow-creatures, “ he had ever a tear forpity,
and a hand open as day for melting charity.”  We
sympathise with his parents, wife, child, and other
relatives to whom he was endeared, in their sad
bereavement, and we trust that they will be sus-
tIz‘uncd”in their affliction by Him, “\Whose Name is

ove,

[From the St. George's Chyonicle, July 1.}

A Masonic Ball, at Mount Moriah, came off w'th
eclit on Thursday evening. Never, in our memory,
has there been so successfully got up and carried
through an entertainment of the sort. From an
early hour of the evening, the parties invited began
to arrive, and were received by the R.\W.M., Mrs,
Aird, and -the Stewards: and at about § p.m.
dancing commenced, and was kept up with scarcely
any intermission until a little after midnight. We
observed a large number of members of “ Cale-
donia ” present, and as all of the Craft in attend-
ance were properly clad, the cffect of the first
entertainment of the description given in Grenada
will not soon be forgotten, At supper—which
certainly was most clegant and sumptuous—the
company also enjoyed themsclves ; and, in dis-
cussing the good things provided, the time was
spent in the full enjoyment of that rational festivity
and social harmony which should always prevail—
more especially upon such occasions—amongst
those who “mect upon the Level and part upon
the Square.” After supper, the toasts proposed
“from the chair,” by the \Vorshipful Master, were
“The Queen and the Craft,” * Our Brother, the
Prince of Wales, and the rest of the Royal
Family,” “ The Grand Masters of Lingland, Ire-
land, and Scotland,” and last, though not least.
“ The Ladies.” Dancing was resumed at 1.30, and
kept up until gunfire, The meeting then separated,

all who had been present being, “happy to meet,
sorry to part. and happy to meet again.”

SOUTH AMERICA.
[From the Collao and Lima Gazetty, June 28.]

There is no institution, however pure the motives
that gave it birth, or however great the usefulness
which it displays, that is not open to detraction, It
has been eloquently said that, ¢ It is a grovelling
taste to delight in distinguishing great characters
by their faults alone ; in tracing an eagle’s flight
by its earthly shadow.” As of men, so of institu-
tions, which are the work of men—all are open to
detraction. Among the many, perhaps none more
so than Freemasonry, than which no society was
ever founded with loftier objects and upon more
honourable principles. Those who decry it are
ignorant of its character, or who have the misfor-
tune not to be able t- appreciate it. The public
newspaper is not a fitting medium to discuss the
beauties of the noble Order which stands asthe
solid rock in the civilisedworld, against which even
detraction is powerless, since its ever-swelling
stream diverges intobroken rivulets as itapproaches
in its course the iron shores that protect the beacon
light to men.

There are many thousands of Freemasons in this
important republic, and their number increases, we
might say, daily. It is an Order that needs no
defence, for it knows no crimes and heeds no fears.
True, like all societies, it has its abuses, for
“where’s that palace whereinto foul things some-
times intrude not?” But the abuses of the Institu-
tion arc not inherent in, but foreign to, the Order.
It would be well for mankind if practical Free-
masonry were to influence worldly transactions
more than it does ; if its sublime principles were
more universally followed and its solemn injunctions
more scrupulously observed.

To-day we willingly devote a portion of our space
to chronicle the great celebrations which have
taken place in Lima and Callao, since it is well that
the administrations of the several lodges in the two
cities, for the current year, should be known, It is
a mistaken notion that such celebrations are in
themselves Freemasonry, and that all that is good
in the Order is to be found at the couvivial board.
It isnot so. The banquet affords only the occasion
on which the Order may be known by those who
arc not of it. Nor is it within the portals of the
building consecrated to Masonry that the virtues of
the Institution are displayed—itiswithin the human
heart that the sacred altar is built ; it is in the
human breast where the principles are actively at
work, and it is in the outward work of the true
Mason that the beauties of the ancient Order are
practically exemplified, Whether Freemasoury will
make a bad man good is certainly problematical ;
but that it will make a good man better will not be
denied by those who know its obligations and its
powers, It is indeced the “orygen of the moral
world,” and has a purifying and healthful influence
wherever it is known—and where is it not known ?
It is the handmaid of civilisation itself ; it is built
on the foundation of charity, and should be judged
not by the weaknesses of its followers—for all are
human—Dbut by the strength, force, and power of its
principles and by the God-like attributes it pos-
sesses.

The advance of such an institution in any com-
munity must be be satisfactory to those who can
appreciate it, as we hope we can, and it will not,
therefore, we trust, be deemed out of place by even
the uninitiated that we should, on the recurring
periods of festivities of the Brotherhood, devote a
small portion of our space to the notice of an Insti-
tution honoured from time-immemorial,

GRAND CELEBRATIONS IN LIMA AND CALLAO.

On Saturday, Junec 24th (St. John’s Day), in ac-
cordance with the ancient usages of the Order, the
newly-clected officers for the present Masonic year
were duly installed by the Grand Master of Peru,
Senor Don  Blas Alzamora, 33° assisted by several
members of the Grand Lodge. Similar ceremonies
took place in Callao on the follpwing day. The
subjoined arc the names of the lodges and their
officers i —

Orden y Libertad, No. 2,—Worshipful Master,
John Meiggs ; 1st Warden, Arthur M. Wholey ;
2nd Warden, Rios y Negron; Chaplain, M. Stu.
Maric ; Sect., Aurclio Alfaro ; Treasurer, Gilbert,
Brandin; Master of Ceremonies, 1B, Prieur;
'{ylcr, C. Maxton ; Treasurer of Poor Fund, A. M,

con,

Virtud y Union, No. 3.~—\Worshipful Master,
Luis A. Lenthold 5 Senior Warden, J. Landever;
Junior Warden, G, Ichandia ; Chaplain, M. Solo-
guren ; Sect. J. Vizcarra; Treasurer, J. D, Luque ;
Master of Ceremonies, G. Clausen; Tyler, J.
Fernandez,

Lstrella Polar, No. 5.—Worshipful Master, J.
Sanchez Silva ; Senior Warden, Pedro A, Irribaren;
Junior Warden, M. M, Salazar; Sect, M, Solor-

zano; Treasurer, J. A. Serdio; Master of Cere-
monies, J. B. Saavedra; Treasurer of Poor Fund,
Jose Casos. .

Orden y Reforma, No. 7.—Worshipful Master,
Ricardo Palma; Senior Warden, J. B. Fuentes;
Junior Warden, M. Miranda ; Chaplain, Aure!io
Alfaro ; Sect. J. Fuentes ; Treasurer, M. Denegri.

Cosmos. — Worshipful Master, G. Hohagen ;
Senior Warden, C. E. Jones ; Junior Warden, C,
Davis ; Chaplain, G. A M. Mejer ; Sect, N. Evans;
Treasurer, Asker; Master of Ceremanies, J.
Osborne; Tyler, Johnson ; Treasurer of Poor Fund,
D. Newman.

After the conclusion of the ceremonies of instal-
lation, upwards of three hundred and fifty brethren
sat down at three-separate grand banquets. Pre-
viously, however, the poor were admitted within the
gates of the Temple, and the sum of one hundred
and fifty soles was distributed amongst them,
Several * poor brethren and other applicants for
charity were voted sums of money for their imme-
diate wants.

The greatest harmony reigned amongst the bre-
thren, and brilliant speeches were made upon the
occasion. What added much to the solemnity of
the proceedings was the reincorporation by a
decree of the Grand Lodge of the symbolic lodge
“ Paz y Orden,” that had from some motives not
properly understood by its members become irre-
gular, and was so declared ; but the true spirit of
Masonry was here manifesited—the past was for-
gotten, and its erring brethren welcomed back to
the fold. .

The three banquets were under the respective
direction of Aro. Rotalde, of the -Hotel Morin, the
second under Gatillon, of the Hotel Anglais, and
the third under Bundichon, in the Calle de Mantas.
As may be well supposed, the thrce grand caterers
did their best to outvie each other, and they suc-
ceeded to the entire satisfaction of the brethren,
The feast lasted until eight in the evening,

On Sunday another new lodge in Lima was
installed by the Grand Master, under name - of
“ Alianza y Firmeza.,” The following are the offi-
cers to whom the charter has been granted :—
Worshipful Master, Dianisio Derteano ; Senior
Warden, E. Corrochno ; Junior Warden, E. Pla-
zolles ; Chaplain, J. Nuvarro; Secretary, D,
Ysquerdo ; Treasurer, J. Mirandu ; Master of Ceres
monies, Bethancourt ; Tyler, Belogron, '

The installation was quite a brilliant affair, and
after the ccremony a most sumptuous banquet was
served to the brethren who assisted,

CONCORDIA UNIVERSAL (CALLAO).

The installation of the Worshipful Master and
officers of the Lodge Concordia Universal, of this
city, took place on Sunday, the 25th inst. On the
occasion there was a very large attendance or the
members of the lodge and visiting brethren, The
ceremonies within the lodge, which are known
only to the “free and accepted,” were performed in
a mannner highly creditable to the Worshipful
Master and thosc of the lodge who aided him. The
following is the administration of the * Concordia
Universal” for thecurrent term :(—Worshipful Mas-
ter, Lnrique A. Ziegler; Senior Warden, Lucio
Richardson ; Junior \Warden, Frederico Rivera ;
Orator, Nicolas Chiuliza ; Assistant Orator, Ester-
van Daiiino ; Principal Secretary, Gil. Antonio
Toledo ; Assistant Sccretary, Pablo Bocanegra ;
Treasurer, Sylveno Cavalie ; Senior Steward, Ale-
jandro Marsan; Junior Steward, Alejandro Herran;
Master of Ceremonies, Leopold de Caila ; Assistant
Master of Ceremonies, Luis Kiffer; Steward of
Charity Fund, José Origio ; Senior Deacon, Juan I,
Piunkett ; Junior Deacon, Frederico Jansohn;
Inner Tyler, Eduardo Lee; Outer Tyler, Vicente
Molina.

‘The brethren retired from labour to refreshment,
and partook of a splendid banquet,presided over by
the Worshipful Master, who was supported on
cither side by worthy and distinguished brethren,
high in the Order, About cighty guests were pre-
sent, who did ample justice to the repast. There
were, of course, the usual loyal toasts, and some
very excellent speeches were made.

It is gratifying to notice that Freemasonry is
taking & firm held in Peru, and that, despite the
few ignorant men who decry it, it is advancing with
mpidlstridcs,as it is in all other partsof thecivilised
world.

Horrowav’s PiLLs. — Bilious affections and
stomach complaints induced by atmospheric heat or too
liberal diet, if not at once checked, are often attended
with serious consequences.  \When any one finds his ideas
less clear than usual, his eyesight dimmed, and his head
dizzy, while he is indisposed for all excertion, physical or
mental, he may be sure that he is in immediate need of
some cooling and purifying medicine, Let him send at
once for a box of Iolloway's Pills, after a few doses of
which his head will be clear again, his spirits be elevated,
and all his energies be restored. Printed directions for
the guidance of patients in the use of this admirable
medicine, are affixed to each box,~—[Advt.]
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RAMBLERS ROUND GLASGOW.

BY BRO, WILLIAM JOHNSTONE,

Ramblers round Glasgow !
A bumper I ask you
To pledge to our club,
With a hearty huzzah !

Born in the winter drear,
Welcomed with jolly cheer,
Cradled in Newton Inn,

- Bapteezed wi’ snaw.

Nae wonder sic a club
Grew up a sturdy cub,
Nursed by a score
Q’ gude fellows a’.
As if by magic strong,
Tt up to manhood sprung—
Smiled at the snawdrift,
Bade the winds blaw.

When the days langer grew,

Flowers deckt the earth anew,

Wee blue-eyed angels bright
Bade it “ God speed.”

Gowans and primrose pale,

Violets that scent the gale,

Spoke welcome to Ramblers
Through wild brake and mead,

Wild songsters numberless,

Far in the wilderness,

Woo'd us and won us

In “ilka green shaw.”

Laverocks in sky so clear,

Linties in whin and brier

Sang, Love mother Nature,
‘ For she loves us a’,

Next came blithe Autumn rare,
With brown’d cheek and golden hair,
Proud that the Ramblers

Her bounties should pree.
Black-boyds and berries red,
In rich abundance spread,
For the field-roamers,

So healthy and free,

Then cld Winter so jolly,
With crown of bright holly,
And health-giving breczes

A nc'er-failing store,
Sang, If length of years you'd sce,
Breathe mountain air so frece,
There’s life in the old boy

Though grizzly and hoar,

Shade of M‘Donald true,
Warm-hearted, gifted Hugh,
Still hover round us
By hill-side and glen,
May thy true spirit
Iiach Rambler inherit,
Thou chief of good fellows,
Thou prince of good men,

BURNS'S LODGE, TARBOLTON,

By BRro, A, Gr.ass, M. M. No. 138, Ayr Operative,
Scotland,
I’ve sat beneath the old rooftree
Where Burns oft spent the festive night,
As happy as a king could be
Amang the honoured “ sons of light,”
To me it was as Mecca’s shrine
To ardent Eastern devotcee,
Where Scotia’s minstrel passed langsyne
So many hours of joyous glee.

What hallowed recollectlons throng
Around that spot, endeared to fame ?
What happy scenes of love and song
Are conjured up in Burns’s name?
What mystic fane, however grand,
Can with the lowly lodge compare,
Where, ¢ honoured with supreme command.”
Presided Fame’s eternal beir.

Along the corridors of Time
For ever sweep his deathless lays,
And Scotia’s sons, in every clime,
Sing sweetly of their native braes ;
In fancy rove “ whaur Lugar flows,”
Where “ hermet ayr ” delights to stray,
Or “boony Doon ” in beauty goes
Past hoary, haunted Alloway,

Nor sylvan bower, nor tiny flower
That blooms where wimplin’ burnic strays,
But he possessed the innate power
To twine around them fadeless bays,
In Nature’s Lodge, supreme and grand,
He sat as Master in the chair,
And shed a glory o’er the land
That time nor change can ¢’¢r impair,

His was the keen, prophetic eye,
Could see afar the glorious birth
Of that Great Power, whose mystic tie
Shall make *“One Lodge” of all the earth;
Shall usher in the reign of light,
“ Ring out the false, ring in the true,”
Cause man to walk “square” and “upright,”
And Wisdom’s path of peace pursue,

ORDERS OF CHIVALRY.

FORMATION OF A—PRIORY OF MALTA AT
LIVERPOOL.

A Priory of Malta, under the warrant of the Jacques
de Molay K.T. Encampment, holden at Liverpool, was
formed on the 21st ult,, at the Masonic Temple, IHope-
street, Several Eminent Knights and distinguished mem-
bers of the Supreme Grand Council, attended.

Letters were received from the Very High and Eminent
Deputy Grand Master, the Rev. John Huyshe ; the Earl
of Limerick, V.E. Grand Prior; Lord Eliot, P.G.C.
Cornwall; Captain Cope, D.P.G.C. Cheshire; and other
distinguished Knights Templar, expressing their regret
that they were unable to be present, and wishing success
to the new priory.

The ceremony was most impressively performed by Sir
Patrick Colquhoun, assisted by other Eminent Knights
from Grand Conclave,

The Knights Templar having received the Mediterra-
nean Pass, and being udmitted, the following principal
officers were appointed :—Eminent Prior, M. Bulley;
Captain-General, E. Pierpoint ; Lieut.-General, Capt. T,
Berry; 1st Lieut., Lieut. A, Mott ; 2nd Lieut, J. Mercer
Johnston, 42,0,

The priory being closed in form, a banquet was after-
wards partaken of at the Adelphi. Hotel.

SCOTLAND.
——
GLASGOW.

The Caledonian Royal Arch Chapter of Unity,
No. 73, met at their Hall, Buchanan-street, on the
25th uit.,, when the following officers were present :
Comps. D, Gilchrist, M.E.Z, ; T, Findler, H. ; WV,
Donaldson, as J.; G. McLeod, S.E.; G.W.,Wheeler,
P.S.; and W. Green. A.S. Visitors: H. McCallum,
‘M.E.Z. 69, and W. Green, 69. A request was pre-
ferred by Comp. McCallum, on behalf of Andrew’s
Chapter, 69, to have a member exalted for them, as
he was about to leave for Calcutta. This was cheer-
fully acceded to, and Bro, George Watson Morrison
of Lodge 408, was accordingly duly exalted to the
Holy Royal Arch. There being no other busincss,
the chapter was closed and the Comps. adjourned
to refreshment,

METROPOLITAN MASONIC MEETINGS
For the Week ending August 12, 1871,
MoxNbaAy, AuG. 7.

Lodge 1319, Asaph, Frcemasons’ Iall,

Strong Man Lodge of Instruction (45), Old Jerusalem
Tavern, St, John's Gate, Clerkenwell, at §; DBro.
James Tervy, Preceptor.

Sincerity Lodge of Instruction (174), Railway Tavern,
Fenchurch-street Station, at 7.

Camden Lodge of Instruction (704), Adclaide Tavern.
IHaverstock-hill, at 8; Dro. T A, Adams, Preceptor.

St. James' Union Lodge of Instruction (18o), Swan
Tavern, Mount-street, Grosvenor-square, at §,

Eastern Star Lodge of Instruction {95), Royal ITotel, Mile-
end-road, at 7.30, Bro. L. Gottheil, Preceptor,

British Oak Lodge of Instruction, Bank of Friendship
Tavern, Mile End, at 7 for 8.

Wellington Lodge of Instruction, White Swan Tavern,
Deptlord, at 8; Bro, Dilley, Preceptor,

St. John of Wapping Lodge of Instruction (1306), Gun
Tavern, Iigh-strect, Wapping, at 7; Bro. T. Mortlock,
Preceptor,

TUESDAY, AUG, 8.

Lodge 548, Wellington, White Swan, Deptford,

y»» 1209, Stanhope, Thicket Hotel, Anerley.

Metropolitan Chapter of Instruction, Portugal Flotel,
Fleet-street, at 7 ; Comp. Brett, Preceptor,

Domatic Lodgeof Instruction, Palmerston’l'av., Grosvenor.
park, Camberwell, at 7.30.

Royal Union Lodge of Instruction (382), IHotel de
Cologne, 60 and 61, Ilaymarket, at 8§; Bro. ‘L. A-
Adams, Preceptor.

Faith Lodge of Instruction, Artillery Arms, Rochester-
row, at 85 Bro. C. A. Cottebrune, Preceptor,

Yarborough Lodge of Iustruction, Green Dragon, Stepney,
at 8; Dro. Isaac Saqui, Preceptor.

Royal Union Lodge of Instruction, Horse and Groom
Tavern, Winsley-street, Osford-street, at 8; Dro
T, A. Adams, Preceptor.

Prince Fredk. William Lodge of Instruction (753) Knights
of St. Jolm's Tavern, St. John’s-wood ; Bro. F, G,
Baker, Preceptor,

Sydney Lodge ol Instruction (820), Cambridge Ilotel,
Upper Norwcod, at 7.30.

Ben Jonson Lodge of Instruction, Ien Jonson, Good-
man's-yard, at 8,

\WEDNESDAY, AUG, 9,
Lodge 1228, Deacontree, private rooms, Leytonstone,
» 1260, Hervey, Iron School Room, Moore Park,
Walham Green,
s 1306, St. John of Wapping, Gun Tavern, Iligh-
street, Wapping, .

Pythagorean Lodge of Instruction {79), Prince of Orange,
Greenwich, at 8 ; J. Robt. Nash, Preceptor.

United Strength Lodgeof Instruction, (228), Bull & Gate,
KentishTown-road, at 8; Dro. J. N. Frost, Preceptor,

Israel Lodge of Instruction, Rising Sun Tavern, Globe-
road, at 7.30; bro. Isaac Saqui, Preceptor.

New Concord Lodge of Instruction, Rosemary Branch
Tavern, Hoxton, at 8. )

Confidence Lodge of Instruction, Railway Tav., London«
street, City, at 714, o

Peckhara Lodge of Instruction, Maismore Arms, Park-
road, Peckbam ; Bro. David Rose, Preceptor.

Temperance in the East Lodge of Instruction, George the
Fourth, Catherine-street, Poplar.

Stanhape Lodge of Instruction, Thicket Hotel, Anerley,
at 7.30 p.m. ; Bro. II. W. Lindus, Preceptor.

THURSDAY, AUG. I10.
Lodge 1227, Upton, Spotted Dog Tavern, Upton.
1288, Finsbury Park, Finsbury Park Tavern,
Seven Sisters’road, Holloway.

K.T. Encampment, Temple Cressing, IHorns Tavern,
Kemnington.

Fidelity Lodge of Instruction {3), Goat and Compasses,
LEuston-road, at $; Bro. T, A. Adams, Preceptor.

Finsbury Lodge of Instruction, Jolly Anglers’ Tavern,
Bath-street, City-road ; Bro. Stean, Preceptor,

United Mariners’ Lodge of Instruction, Three Cranes,
Mile-end-road, at §; Bro. T. J. Barnes, Preceptor,

bEd

St George’s Lodge of Instruction (140), Globe Tavern,

Royal Hill Greenwich, at 8.
FRIDAY, AUG. 11.

St. Luke’s Lodge of Instruction (144), Gladstone Tavern,
Brompton-road, S.W,

Unions Emulation Lodge of Improvement for M.M.’s,
Freemasons’ Hall, at 7.

Metropolitan Lodge of Instruction, Portugal Htl, Fleet.
street, at 7; Bro. DBrett, Preceptor.

Belgrave Lodge of Instruction, Duke of Wellington Htl.,
Spring-gardens, Charing-cross ; Br. Pulsford, Precep.tor

Doric Lodge of Instruction, Three Cranes Tavern, Mile
end-road, at 8 ; Dro. Isaac Saqui, Preceptor,

United Pilgrims’ Lodge of Instruction, Duke of Edin
burgh, Shepherd’s-lane, Brixton, at 7; DBro. J,
Thomas, P.M., Preceptor.

Dule of Edinburgh Lodge of Instruction, Silver Lion,
Penny-ficlds, Poplar, at 7; Br. D. S. Potts, Preceptor,

Temperance Lodge of Instruction, Victoria Tav., Victoria-
road, Deptlord, at S.

Royal Standard Lodge of Instruction, Marquess Tavern,
Canonbury 3 Iiva. R. Lee, Preceptor,

Burdett Coutts Lodge of Instruction (1278), Approach
Tavern, Approach-road, Victoria-park, at 7.30; Bro.
Joln Saunders, Preceptor.

Pythagorean Chapter of Instruction (No. 79), Prince of
Orange, Greenwicharoad, at 85 Comp. W, \WVest
Smith, Preceptor,

SATURDAY, AUG 12,

Caveac, Radley’s, Blackfriars,

5 1328, Granite, Freemasons’ Hall,

Star Lodge of Instruction (1275), Marquis of Granby,
New Cross-road, at 7; Dro. J. Comb, Preceptor.
Sphinx Lodge of Instruction, Stirling Castle, Camber-

well, at 8; Dro. Thomas, P.)M., Preceptor.

Mount Sinai Chapter of Instruction, Union Tavern, Air.
street, at 83 Comp. Brett, Precepror,

Lodge 176,

THEATRICAL,

Rovar, STRAND.—The reappearance Mr, S,
Clarke, the popular American comedian, on last
Saturday, in s celebrated impersonation of Dr.
Pangloss, in Coleman’s comedy of “ The Hecir at
Law,” was received by one of the largest audicences
we cver remember seeing at this ever-popular and
most fashionable theatre. He has just completed
a brilliant tour of cightcen months through the
United States of America. His acling is unim-
pared, and must be pronounced now to be of the
highest order of merit. He must be seen to be
fully appreciated, as no language can givea correct
idea of his inimitable acting. He received the
heartiest welcome, and at the end of each act
had to appear before the curtain for the applause of
the audience. The performances commence with
“ Lodgers and Dodgers,” followed by the ¢ Heir at
Law,” and conclude with Byron’s celebrated bur-
lesque ¢ Miss Eily O’Connor,” The company now
includes Miss Ada Swanborough; Mesdames Louise
Claire, Raymond, Jenny Lee, Rose Cullen, Asborne,
Armstrong, and Topsy Venn, Messrs. Harry
Paulton, Walter Joyce, John Wallace, I, Chamber-
lain, H, J. Turner, and Edward Terry.

OLvMPic.—In spite of summer weather, which
has a tendency to draw audiences anywhere than
to theatres, yet this fashionable theatre is filled
cvery cvening  to  witness ¢ Dominique the
Deserter,”  ¢¢ Daisy Farm ” is as fresh as ever, and
the performances concluded with 1. J. Byron’s
fairy extravaganza entitled * Giselle.,” The lessee
and manager is My, W, H, Liston ; directress,
Mrs, W. 11, Liston ; whose well-known names are
a guarantee of the good performances at this
theatre,

VAUDEVILLE~-Bros. J. H. Montague, D. James,
and I Thorne find it unnccessary to change the
programme, which now comprises “ A Iearful
Fog,” “ Tweedie’s Rights,” and “’I'he Orange Tree
and the Humble Bee,” large audiences witnessing
the performances cvery cvening,



