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REPORTS OF MASONIC MEETINGS .
«-_—¦—

Craft Itosonvg.

LODGE OF TRANQUILLITY (No. 1R 5) met
on Monday evening at the City Terminus I iotel. The
W.M., Bro. John Horth Ross, presided , assisted by his
officers , Bros. J. D. Daniell, S.W. ; S. Posener, J.W.; G.
S. Pare, S.D. ; H. D. Bayley, J.D. ; F. Croker, I.G. ; G.
Betty, Organist ; George Peartrcc, Treas. ; Philip Levy,
Sec ; John Constable, P.M. ; Nathan Moss, P.M. ; S.
Moss, M. Harris, E. Harfeld , Bloomfield , P.Jl. ; Fred. Saul
Solomon, Parkinson , P.M. ; E. Gottheil , P.M. ; and a
large number of the members of the lodge. There were
also present, as is usual in this famous lodge, several
visitors, among whom were Bros. James Cox, S.D. 765 ;
W. Lean, P.M. 1087 ; John Smith , 1257 ; H. Roberts ,
21 ;  H. Massey, P.M. 6in (" Freemason ") ; and Jacob J.
Cohen, S.W. 1.340, Smyrna. There was a heavy even-
ing's work before the lodge. Three out of four candidates
for raising were in time to take thc degree, but thc fourth
arrived a minute or two too late for the opening of thc
ceremony, and he was deferred , unfortunately, till next
meeting. Bros. Saillard , Bush , and Cohen were thc bre-
thren who took the degree, which was admirably and im-
pressively wotked by the W.M. and his assistants. The
lodge was then lowered to the First Degree, and ballots
were taken for Messrs. M.J . E. Schultze, C. K. L. Gablonz ,
and Moss Davis, who, the ballot being unanimously in
their favour, were duly initiated, with the same correctness
and impressiveness as the W.M. and his officers exhibited
in the Third Degree. The lod ge working was accom-
panied by some beautiful music by the Organist , Bro.
Betty, which produced a fine effect. Bro. A. I. Myers, 65,
was elected a joining member of the lodge. Previous to
the ballot for this brother, his proposer , Bro. Daniel Marks,
according to the custom, had to vouch for him , whereupon
two brethren could not allow such an oppoitunity to pass
without testifying- to this brother's great worth , his intel-
lectual capacity, ami his ability to confer honour upon the
lodge. As a literary brother , it was thought lie would be
a great acquisition to the lod ge, and several other brethren
regretted that they had not had the duty cast upon them
of seconding the election of Bro. Myers. The Committee
of the Benevolent Fund was then re-elected , the brethren
being Bros. Saul Solomon, A. E. Sydney, Maurice Hart ,
M. Harris, S. E. Moss, and E. Harfeld. Bro. John Con-
stable, P.M., gave notice of motion that ten guineas be
voted by the lodge for a P.M.'s jewel to be presented to the
W.M. Lodge was then closed , and the brethren adjourned
to banquet, which was well supplied by Bro. Lord, the
manager of the hotel. On the removal of the cloth the
toasts were proposed , and honoured with the fervour
which this lodge never fails to exhibit. The
W.M., [in giving the toast of "The Queen and thc
Craft ," said that as our Royal Master gave " Loyalty and
Charity " as the watchwords of the Order , it would not
require any words of his to recommend this toast to the
notice of thc brethren. (Cheers.) In giving the toast of
" H.R.H. thc Prince of Wales, Grand Master," the W.M.
said that thc universal topic of conversation for some time
past had been the recent visit of the Grand Master to
India , and there was not a brother who did not wish him
God speed on his journey. Before him he knew there
was not a brother who would not respond to this toast.
(Cheers.) When the toast had been drunk most cordially,
thc VV.M. next gave " The Pro Grand Master, the Deputy
Grand Master, &c," and said it had been asserted that he
who delegated his power to other hands ill deserved thc
crown he wore. Such , however, would not app ly in the
present instance, for the M.W.G.M. had left behind bim
such a represen tative that no one allied to the Craft could
have the least doubt of his capabilities. He was speaking
ol the Earl of Carnarvon, the Pro Grand Master, and with
ihe assistance of the D.G.M., Lord Skelmersdale, the
-raft must be steered with safety by the Pro Grand Master.
"The Initiates " was- the next toast, and the" W.M., in

proposing it , said that thc accession of gentlemen to the
Order from time to time had made the position of the
brethren as Masons one of pre-eminence, and he was
very pleased to think that the Lodge of Tranquillity had
men of such hi gh intelli gence, great moral character,
and good social standing, seeking its aid to become mem-
bers of thc Order. If it were not for initiates, Freemasonry
would fall into desuetude; but w ith the addition of such
gentlemen as they had that night , the credit of thc Craft
would be added to, and the stability of the lodge assured.
(Cheers.) Bros. Lederer, Moss Davis, and Schultze re-
sponded. Bro. John Constable proposed "Th c W.M.," and
appealed to thc breth ren to confirm him in his opinion
that the ceremonies had been admirably worked , notwith-
standing the hoarseness which a severe bronchial affection
had produced. -.Hear, hear.) Thc W.M., in rep ly, said
he thanked the breth ren for their cordial reception of the
toast. He had but one object in view, to do thc best he
possibly could for thc lodge, and to make the brethren
happy. As long as he was in the Master's chair he
would endeavour to do as he had done. (Chcer5.) " The
Visitors " was the next toast , to which Bro. W. Lean,
P.M. 1087, was the first respondent , and he said he though t
Bro. Constable's remarks in apolog ising for the W.M. were
not wanted , because the way in which the ceremonies had
been rendered that evening were certainly in the good old
style ; at any rate, they revived the good old feelings which
the hearing of those ceremonies always revived in his own
breast. As the brethren present were not all M.M.'s he
would alTude to the initiation ceremony, in which there was
a reference made to the grandest of all the Masonic virtues ,
charity. We were fast approaching that period of the
year when we all rejoice to meet together, both abroad ami
in the [family home ; and he thought th ey could not do
better than remember those less favoured brethren who
had been once in a position not less fortunate than that of
the brethren present. When the business brethren were
making up their balance sheets he would recommend
them to set apart a small amount for the benefit of the three
Masonic Institutions , the grandest in the country. In this
way they would be showing true charity. Bro. Roberts,
22 , in his reply for thc san.e toast, referred to the recent
initiation of Captain Webb in that lod ge (Neptune), and the
great enthusiasm with which he was received on the occa-
sion of his entering into Freemasonry. The W.M. after-
wards gave "The Health'of the P.M.'s," who had at all
times been of great service to the lod ge, and who would
never be found wanting in the performance of the duties of
thc officers should any be absent. He was looking for-
ward to the time when he himsclt should go into retire-
ment ," and be numbered with that glorious band. Bro.
Bloomfield replying, said thc P.M.'s of the Lodge of Tran-
quillity were always very ready and very willing, at the
same time that they were able, to do anything they could
for the lodge. They were ready and willing to assist thc
Master in his duties whenever required. Fortunately, in
any of the offices very little was ever required of them , and
they had merely to sit in the lodge and witness thc cere-
monies. They were all zealous men, and even if they
were called upon in the middle of the night to give assis-
tance he was sure they would do so. (Laughter.) He
could assure the brethren that nothing could happen in the
lodge which would make a call on them that the P.M.'s
would not be found at hand with assistance. " 1 he
Benevolent Fund of thc Lod ge of Tranquillity " was then
given by the W.M., and the object of the fund was briefl y
stated . Bro. Saul Solomon, Treasurer of the fund , in his
reply, gave a fuller exposition of the purposes for which
thc fund was established , precedin g his remarks by recurr-
ing to the observations of Bro. Lean , as to the oppor-
tunity afforded at this season sf the year for remembering
those less fortunate than ourselves. He advised a "charity
column " in books, as well as a " money column." Thc
fund had been originated by one brother now abroad
and another now dea d ; and he (Bro. Saul Solomon ) had
been , he was happy to say, connected with it from its in-
ception. The fund had done a vast amount of gond to
poor brethren who had in their season of prosperity, when
they belonged to the lodge, joined them at the hosp itable
board. The assistance given had always been liberal , so
much so as to give the recipients a fresh start in life , and a
great feature was, though thc amount was duly accounted
for , in no case was the name of thc brother made known
by the board bvfore whom he came. At present the fund
amounted to £600 or £700. It was all very well to say
to brethren in distress that there was the Lodge of Bene-
volence, the Boys' School, the Girls' School , and the Bene-
volent Institution ; but he contended that the brethren were
first entitled to be relieved by their own lodge. Members
of thc lod ge only were allowed to subscribe to this fund ,
because it was only members of thc lodge who could be re-
lieved by it. His call had ever been liberall y responded to,
and for the information of the brethren he might say the
moneys subscribed by them were never misapplied. He
might give one instance. A brother lately was relieved with
£ 100 to enable him to go abroad. After his arrival they
gave him £t$ more ; and at the Cape , whither he had gone,
he was already doing well. Lost it could not be, because
it was given for a charitable purpose. In one case the
money hatl been refunded ; and it was a pleasure to the sub-
scribers sitting round that table to reflect that by means
of small subscriptions at different times they had been able
to raise bre thren from indi gence to a state of prosperity .
He hoped that evening would be the precursor of many
others of equal liberality , and that they would conduce to the
placing of muiiy brethren in a state of peace and prosperity.
Bro. Saul Solomon concluded by say ing that the grea t
advantage of thc money being disttibuted anonymously
was that a brother relieved was able to meet the other
members of the lodge without any fear of his just and
honest personal pride being affected. He trusted that thc
brethren would assist in making the fund £1000, and he
had much pleasure in stating that the initiates of the day

had each contributed a guinea towards that amount. The
W.M. gave " The Health of the Treasurer and Secretary "
next , both of which officers returned thanks. The Trea-
surer said both he and his brother Secretary were pleased
to perform their offices , and as lon g as they had health
and strength they would continue to do so. The W.M.
concl uded by proposing " The Health of the Officers ,"
which he gave with the utmost pride and satisfaction. He
boasted that there was not one, from the S.W. to the I.G.,
who was not perfectly able to perform his duties. As this
was the last occasion before Christmas when the brethren
would have an opportunity of hearins*- his voice, he would
wish them a merry and very happy Christmas. The S.W.
responded , and said he was sure that the efficiency which
the W.M. had so often noticed in the officers , if it was de-
serving of his commendation , was only derived from those
who had gone before them in their different positions. Thc
Tyler's toast concluded a most agreeable evening.

LODGE OF UNITED STRENGTH (No. 228).
—The "election nigh t "  of this old lodge was held
on the 14th inst. in the banqueting hall of the Old St. John
of Jerusalem Gate, Clerkenwell , the W.M., Bro. J. While
("Freemason"), presiding. There was a very full attendance
of brethren and visitors , and the officers were at their posts
with thc punctuality for which the lodge is celebrated. Bro.
Griggs was S.W.; J. Hill , J.W. ; Snare, S.D. ; Halford ,
J.D.; Pearcy, I.G. ; J. Crump, Sec, and father of the
lodge ; J. Hillhouse, I.P.M. ; j. Terry, P.M. ; Coulston ,
P.M.; E. Davies, P.M. ; Harty, S.D. 1201, acting as
Organist , and there were also present as visitors Bros.
Charles Horsley, W.M. Acacia, P. Grand Registrar of
Middlesex ; G. Killick , P.M. of Merchant Navy Lodge ; C.
Hill , S.W. of the Highgate Lodge; G. Clarke, of the
Phcenix ; W. Senior, of the Alexandra Palace Lodge ; J. B.
Edwards, of No. 861 ; A. Henson , of the Asaph ; Herbert
T. Parsons, of the Minerva , Hull ; J. W. Adams, the
Southwark ; and Thomas Danson , of Port Madoc. Bros.
Brienholt , Baker, Adams, Gedge, and Bellot, who had been
initiated at previous meetings, having, with Bro. Senior,
the well-known journalist, of the Alexandra Palace Lodge,
answered the usual questions, were entrusted , and the lodge
then opened in the Second Degree. Three of these bre-
thren were then passed , and the other three followed, thc
ceremony from beginning to end being gone through twice.
The ballot—an unanimous one in the result—having been
taken for Mr. VV. G. Hanchet , a sculptor, the Rev. W.
Dawson, M.A., Hector of St. John 's, Clerkenwell, and Mr.
T. 11. Coles, the candidates were introduced in due form,
and thc ceremony repeated up to a certain part in their
case. The interesting work was done according to Emu-
lation ritual. The ballot was then taken for Bro. W,
Malthousc, of the Wellington , No. 518, as a joining mem-
ber, and this was also unanimous. The ballot for W.M.
was then taken , and resulted in practically an unanimous
election of thc S.W., Bro. Griggs, who was warmly
greeted accordin g to Masonic form when he rose to thank
the brethren for thc honour conferred upon him, and to
assure them that he should not be wanting in his work.
The ballot was then taken for Treas., and Bro. Winsland,
P.M., who, unfortunately, was absent through illness, was
again unanimously elected , and Bro. Steed was elected as
Tyler, in the place of the retiring Tyler, Bro. Beckett. On
the motion of Bro. James Terry, P.M., P.G.D.C. of Herts,
who spoke of the excellent work of the retiring W.M.
during the year, and the great success which had attended
the lodge during his period of Mastership, the lodge unan-
imously voted Bro. While the P.M. jewel, to be ready on the
installation night. The lodge being closed , the brethren
banqueted together, the large hall being completely full.
After the usual toasts the W.M. gave the toast of "The
W.M. elect," and took occasion to warmly thank the W.M.
elect and the officers generally for the assistance they had
given himself during the year, both in punctual attend-
ance and in ability, when present, to carry out the work in
a th orough manner. He reminded thc members generally
that by that election all the appointments to office , except
that of Treasurer, became vested in the Master, who, fol-
lowing the traditions of the lod ge, would , no doubt ,
select as his officers those who had done good
suit and seivicc in bygone times, and both the princi-
pal and assistant oflicers had done this. If members who
were not in office desired at some time to be adorned with
the collar, their only means, he warned them, of
obtaining the position would be by attending at thc
opening of the lod ge, and by accepting any oppor-
tunity which offered , through the absence of any
officer , prove to thc future Masters where they would
have to look for members with the requisite
knowledge to do credit to a post. If any Master
placed a brother in thc lowest position , even , who was not
competent to work the higher positions, that Master was not
onl y doing an injustice to the lodge, in storing up for it
a future difficulty, but he was placing the brother in a
position which in time to come would be one to him of
mortification, for the lodge would use its judgment, and
would pronounce distinctly against thc Mastership of a
brother unless the members were convinced of his compe-
petency to discharge the duties , and of the soundness of
his jud gment. The W.M. hoped then that those brethren
who desired office would by attendance at instruction, and
at the opening of thc lod ge, prove their willingness and
ability, that future Masters should have no difficulty in
selecting brethren who to the ambition for office added thc
necessary qualifications. The W.M. elect was one who
had 50 worked , and hatl so proved himself. He had been a
constant attendant , a good worker, and before he held
any office had worked the chair in Lodge of Instruction.
Before his adornment with the collar in the junior ranks
of office he had been ready and able to fill any position
vacant in bygone years by the absence of a brother , and
the lodge had only given Bro. Griggs his due by electing
him to the proud position he tbat night occupied. Bro.
G"gg s> the W.M. elect, in responding, warmly thanked



the brethren for their reception of him , and gave them thc
assurance that he fully appreciated thc honour they had
bestowed upon him. The W.M. was toasted, and the toast
was acknowledged, and in proposin g the toast of " The
Pttst Masters of the Lodge," the W.M. said the lodge was
fortunate in having among those on the left of the chair
such brethren as the quartcr-of-a-century Secretary, Bro.
Crump, their respected Treasurer, Bro. Winsland , their
energetic Bro. James Terry, and no less active and earnest
brethren , Goulston , Davies, and Hillhouse. Thc toast
was acknowled ged by the latter , and then the toast of
" The Visitors " was given by the W.M., and Bro. Charles
Horsley, in reply, thanked the W.M. for thc opportunity he
had that night of seeing thc United Strength Lodge thus
ably worked , and having declared thc words tho W.M.
had addressed to the brethren who desired to be officers to
be words of wisdom , the speaker , in a happy vein ol
poetic loi;e, proceeded to connect the W.M.'s name with
thc refrain of various well-known songs, much to the
amusement of thc company. Dr. Hunter , one of thc join-
ing members elected at the last meeting, responded to the
toast of his health , and Bros. Hill , the J.W. ; Halford ,
J .D.; and Patmore (Steward), responded for the officers.
The Tyler 's toast brought the proceedings lo a close.

DUKE OF CONNAUGHT LODGE (No.
1558).—This lodge held its second regular meeting al

the| Surrey Masonic HaU on Thursday, the ijth inst. Pre-
sent -. Bros. W\ Snowden, W.M. ; W. S. Cackctt , S.W.;
T. Sleap, J.W. -, J. Dann , P.M. and Sec -, W. Mit-
chell , S.D. ; A. Runacres, J.D. ; J. Kemp, I.G. ; VV.
Chalk , W.S. ; F. Geider, Tyler. Also Bros. C. E. Power,
T. Taylor, E. Pearman , E Sims, J. E. Pentrealh , W.
Rowlands , G. Harris , J. H. Swan , J. Emms. Visiters :
Bros. C. B. Wright , Asaph , I .-J I Q J  S. J. Harvey,
Royal Jubilee, 72;  C. E. Towell , Victoria 1056 ; J.
M. Walters , Wtstboutne, 733 ; T. T. Dry son , Royal
Union , 382. The minutes of thc last meeting were read
and confirmed. The W.M. vacated the chair , and Bro.
P.M. Dann officiated. Bros. Power, Tay lor , Pearman ,
Sims, and Pcntrcath were passed to thc degre e of Fellow
Cra ft. Bro. W. Rowlands, of thc Royal Jubilee Lod ge, 72 ,
was enrolled as a member of the lod ge. Mcs- rs. G. Harris ,
J. H. Swan, and J. Emms were initiated into Freemasonry.
The Secretary readacopy of a communication from Giand
Lodge, dated 7th December, 18-to , respecting the Master 's
light in the Third Degree. Bro. Sleap, J.W., moved that
the question of raising the initiation fee from five to seven
guineas be taken into consideration, as more conducive to
the interests of the lodge. Bro. Mitchell , S.D., seconded
the motion. Bro. Chalk , W.S., moved as an amendment ,
that the motion be deferred. Bro. Dann , P.M. and Sec,
seconded the amendment , which was put to tlie lod ge and
lost. The original motion was then put anti carried by a
large majority. Bro. Rowlands proposed , as a joinin g
member, Bro. John Morgan Walters, ol the Westbourne
Lodge, No. 733. Two gentlemen were proposed and
seconded as candidates for initiation. The lodge was ad-
journed till the second Thursday in January next. The
brethren then adjourned to refreshment , at which thc usual
toasts were dul y honoured.

IPSWICH.—British Union Lodge (No. 114).
—The annual meeting of this old lod ge was held on
Thursday, thc 9th inst., when theic weie present : Bros.
A. D. George, W.M. ; J. J. Buiton , P. Prov. G.D.C.
Cambridge, S.W., W.M. elect ; Rev. E. J. Lockwood ,
D.P.G.M. ; W. Spalding, P.M., Sec. ; W. Boby, P. Ptov,
S.G.W. ; W. Clarke , P.G.A.D.C ; Emra Holmes, P.
Prov . G.R. and P.G.D.C; Viscount Mahon , M.P., Junior
Lord of the Treasury ; H. Miller , S.D. ; Rev. J. B. Tweed,
J.D. ; P. de Lande Long, P.M., Vice-President of the Board
of General Purposes, &c., &c. Visitors : Bros. N. Tracv ,
P. Prov. S.G.W., W'.M. Perfect Friendshi p Lod ge ; W. t.
Wcstgate , W.M. St. Luke's Lodge; G. Cresswell, P.M.
of the Prince of Wales Lodge; J. Wilson , an officer of
the Carabineers, &c, &c. The lod ge having been opened
in due and ancient form , and thc minutes confirmed ,
Commander John Parsons, R.N., of H.M.S. Porcup ine,
and a young officer of the Carabineers , Wm. Longhurst ,
were intioduccd and initiated into Masonry, the ceremony
being performed by the W.M. At the conclusion of thc
ceremony the President of the Board of Genera l Purposes
was announced , and on the entrance of our excellent and
esteemed brother , J. B. Monckton , ihe brethren rose to order ,
and , under the direction of the M.C., saluted him with the
honours suitable to his i.-ink in ("ram! Lodge. Bro.
George giving the gavel to V.W. Bro. Monekti  11 , he assumed
the chair , and procece'ed to install Bro. Buiicu as W.M.
for the ensuing year. 1 he win le of tl.is U.ng ceremony,
with the charges to the Master , Warders , and brethren ,
were admirabl y ar.d faultlessl y p iv tn , anil performed

according to thc Emulation Lod ge of Improvement work-
ing, and we cannot spea k in too hi gh praise of thc
manner in which the W.M. was inducted into Ihe chair of
K.S. We can only bote the 1 rel l . iei i  wiil r i l va j s  en-
deavour to secure the services of so bri ght a Mason , and
so valued a member of the lodge, as Bro. Monckton. One
or two brethren having been proposed for joinin g and
initiation , and thc customary business disposed of , the
officers were appointed and invested as follows , the In-
stalling Master addressing a few worels.to each :—Bro.
A. D. George, I.P.M. ; Rev. T. B. Tweed , P.G.C, S.W. ;
H. Miller, P.G.P., J.W. ; H. Casley, S.D. ; G. EUiston , ).D.;
Ridley King, F.R.I.B.A., I.G. Bros. W. Spalding, Sec ;
Emra Holmes , M.C. ; and Geo. Spalding, Tyler, were
re-appointed. The lodge having been closed , thc brethren
numbering about 30, retire d to tlie dining hall , where an
excellent banquet was served , but where the waiting, as
usual , was bad. In responding to the toa st of " The
D.P.G.M.," Bro. thc Hev. E. J. Lockwood spoke with grea t
pleasure on the increasing interest shown in Masonry by
thc clergy of the Church of Eng land , an interest which
c( uld . not but be productiie ol geed , and the more so
because it was a complete answer to such brethren as the

brother at Lowestoft , who gave up his office in Prov'
Grand Lodge at the last meeting, assigning as a reason
that he found that Masonry was incompatible with his
Christian obli gations. Their W.M. would ere their next
meeting be ordained ; their S.W., his (the speaker's) relative,
was a clergyman , at their last meeting they had initiated
another clergyman, and he thought so much interest could
not be felt in Masonry by thc clergy had there been any-
thing inimical to thc interests of true religion in the
princi ples of the Cra ft. Bro. Monckton responded to
thc toast of " The Officers of thc Grand Lodge of
Eng land ," and admtted that he was proud of
being a member of that distinguished body.
The Very Worshi pful Brother made a characteristic ,
eloquent , and withal modest speech in acknowledging the
toast , and wns hcaitil y app lauded as he took his seat. Bro.
Tracy rcspoi ded on behalf of thc visitors , and reminded
thc brethren of thc Perfect Ashlar Lodge of Instruction ,
which met weekl y under the banner of the British Union ,
anil of which he was Preceptor , where the brethren mi ght
have an opportunity of qualif y ing themselves for thc posts
which they filled. Bro. Westgate also responded , as did
Bro. Wilson , who hoped on the next occasion to be a mem -
ber of the lod ge, and net a visitor. The newl y-initiated
brethren responded in tlie manner common to new initiates,
and the Secretary 's and Tyler's toasts having been dul y
honoured , the brethren separated. Neither the National
Anthem nor any other song was gitcn , and the lack of
music probably took somewhat frcm the enjoy ment of an
otherwise pleasant evening. Bro. Button , W.M., presided
at the banquet , and performed the arduous duties of
chairman in a manner befitting the occasion. As thc
brethren dined in collars and jewels , and the tables were
handsomel y decorated with flowers and coloured glass,
the effect was very good , thoug h the banquet as
a whole was not to be compared to the summer
festival , the Feast of Roses. A hundred ) cais ago the
installation of W.M. always took place on St. John 's Day, so
that the festival of St. John was always dul y kept. This
excellent practice seems to have fallen into desuetude , and
we confess we should like to see a return to the old paths,
and the festival restored. Bro. Emra Holmes' notes on
the old minute books of the British Union Lodge are now
in course of publication in the pages of our contemporary,
the "Masonic Magazine-," the first portion appearing this
month.

WINDSOR.—Etonian Ledge of St. John
(No. 2cn) .—The usual monthl y meeting of this lodge was
held at the Masoir c Ha 'I , on Tuesday, the Jth inst. Pre-
sent : Bros. J.O. Caiter , W.M.; Deune , S.W. ; Canvin ,
J .W.; Pullin , P.M., Treas.; Strange , P.M., Sec ; Crowhurst ,
S.D. ; Hume , J.D. ; Roberts , I.G. ; Scliicmann , D.C ;
Pears , S. ; Dixon , I.P.M., P.G.D.C. ; Stacey, P.M. ; Wilson ,
P.M.; Cross, P.M.; Reid , P.M. ; Mclllwham , P.M. ; Haw-
ker , Stollcry , Pennicott, Woods , Cousins , Spindler , Legg,
cVc. Visitors : Bros. Tolley, P.M. 77 1 ; Johnson , 77 1 ;
T. Bryett , 834 ; Kni ghton , 834 ; Whittaker , &c. Ihe
minutes of the prev ious meeting were read and confirmed.
The W.M. raised Bro. Cousins to the degree of M.M. The
brethren unanimousl y elected Bio. Dennie, S.W., to the
office of W.M. for the ensuing year, and voted a Past Mas-
ter's jewel to the W.M. Bro. Wilson , P.M., was elected
Treasurer , in the place of Bro. Pullin , P.M., who retires,
and in consideration of the services rendered to the lodge
(extending over many years) by Bro. Pullen , the brethren
voted a sum of money to purchase a testimonial to him;
the form of such recognition was left to the ultimate de-
cision of that worthy brother. The two brethren elected
to audit the accounts were Bros. Hume and Pears. Bro.
Case was again appointed Ty ler. Two candidates for
initiation having been proposed , the lod ge was closed in
perfect harmony.

BRADFORD.—Lodge of Hope (No. -102).—On
Monday, thc 13th December, at the Masonic Hall, Godwin-
street, the brethren of this lodge celebrated the festival of
St. John the Evangelist , and thc installation of Bro. Hanson
Farrar as W.M. of this lod ge took place. The brethren
assembled at six o'clock in large numbers, including the
following :—Bros. Thos. Hill , P.M., P.P.G.W., Chair-
man of Charity Committee ; J. J. Schacppi , P.M.,
P.P.G.S.D. ; C. II.  Tay lor. P.M., P.P.G.S.D. ; J. D.
Su-gden , P.M., P.P.G.J.D.; W. W. Barton , P.M. ; Geo.
Richardson , P.M. ; C Pratt , P.M., P.P.G. Sup. of W.;
|. Ambler , P.M. ; W. Bottomley, P.M. ; and the un-
dermentioned visitors, namely, Fred. W. Nicholson
io,*4, Prov. G.O.; T. Senior , W.M. 974, P. Prov. G.
Reg. ; W. Morgan , W.M. 1018; II.  Lambert , 129 ;
Chas. Baille-tt, 90.1; G. Alsmg, 11* ; Sam. Pcikc ,
254 ; fan) . B. Walmsley, P.M. 974 ; Jos. Dobson ,
289 ; Chas. F. Umia , P.M . (ioo ; Geo. Althor pc , P.M.
1018 ; R. Richatdsor , P.M: 97.*.. The ceremony «>f in.
stallation was ably performed by Bro. B. Broug hton , I.P.M.
The W.M. Elect was conducted to the pedestal by Bro. T.
Hill , P.M., p. Prov. G.S.W., and afterwards was dul y
proclaimed. The W.M. then appointed and invested his
officers as follows :—Bros. Chas. Gott , S.W. ; T. G.
Andrews, J.W. ; Rcv.T.. Il. Flynn , P. Prov. G. Chaplain ;
M. S. Rhodes , Treas. ; T. C. Hope , Sec ; J. Harland ,
Assist. Sec ; J. Pickles , S.D. ; T. F. Pettingcr, J.D. ;
F. C. Atkinson , Org. ; |. D. Sug den , D.C; T. G.
Boyce, Assist. D.C. ; Thos. Hill , P.M., P. Prov. G.S.W.
Charity Steward ; T. C. Pearson , Almoner ; Rob.
Breuer , I.G.; J. J . Holmes, Ty ler. The ordinary busi-
ness of the lodge was brought to a close by the W.M. at
8.30. We should not omit to allude to the very handsome
and valuable presentation to the lod ge by Bro. Manoah
Sharp ley Rhodes , Treasurer , of an excellent coloured por-
trait of His Royal Highness Bro. thc Prince of Wales,
Grand Master of England , in full Masonic clothing, in a
beautiful gilt frame , which was accepted by the brethren
wilh acclamation , and directed to be. hung iu the lodge-
room. From the skill displayed by Bro. Hanson Fairar,
W.M., in perfoimin g the duties devolving upon him

during thc evening, it seems as though the mantle of his
late sire, who was one of the ablest P.M.'s of the Lodge of
Hope, had fallen on his shoulders ; and we augur that
he will successfully exert himself to tread in the foot-
steps of his accomplished ancestor , whose abilities and ex-
ample are so eminently worthy of remembrance and imi-
tation. Lodge business over, the brethren adjourned to
the refreshment room , and sat down to a recherche ban-
quet , in keeping with the high reputation of Bro. R.
Breuer as a caterer. The usual loyal and Masonic toasts
were duly given and responded to ; amongst the latte r wc
may allude to "The Immortal Memory of St. John the Evan -
gelist," proposed by Bro. the Rev.T. H. Flynn , the Chaplain ,
in an able address replete with good words and instruction.
" The Clergy," was put down to be proposed by Bro. M.
Rhodes, P.M., P.P.G.W., but owing to his unavoidable
absence, that duty was undertaken by Bro. Geo. Richard -
son , P.M., and was responded to by Bros. Rev. T. H.
Flynn , P.P.G.C, and H. Lambert. "The Masonic
Charities ," proposed by Bro. T. G. Andrews, J.W., who ,
addressing the W.M., Officers , and brethren , said that thc
toast he had to propose was dear to the hearts of Free-
masons. He did not feel equal to the task assigned him ,
but the sincerity and heartiness of his remarks must be
his apology for any shortcomings. He felt it a pleasure,
as it was his duty, to bring under their n otice the claims
of those noble institutions—our Masonic Charities, and in
doing so he naturally had in mind three of the virtues in-
culcated by our Order—Faith, Hope, and Charity ; they
are great elements fordoing good ,and we,as a brotherhood ,
are banded together to do good. Our Masonic charities
are the outcome of all that is good, as you know they arc
for the education and maintenance of our orphan children ,
and for providing annuities for our aged and unfortunate
brethren. Those of you who have not already done so, I
ask to visit some of the annual festivals of these admir-
able institutions , and then I know what a thrill must come
over your hearts when you there see what good some of the
brethren have aided in doing. Some of you may say I
should be very glad to give my mite, but do not feel at
liberty to be a Steward . Well , I may inform you that
there is thc way to do this, and that is by several brethren
joining to endow one of the chairs, and most of our chairs
have been so endowed. But I would have every chair en-
dowed , and , further , I would increase that of those that
are already endowed , because in that way you increase your
voting powers. Our W.M. (Bio. Hanson Farrar), has nobly
contributed to these charities, and let each of us
strive to do his best. I may mention to you that the con- •
tributions to our charities in the year 1875, amount to the
sum of £26,604, of which sum our Province of West York-
shire, contributed £1845. On a similar occasion to this
last yea r there was contributed in this room the sum of
£100, and 1 hope that will be increased this year.
Brethren , it would ill become me were 1 to close these
remarks without reference to the services'of Bro. T. Hill ,
P.M., Prov. G.S.W., our Charity Steward. He is also
Chairman of the Charity Committee, and it is a great
honour to this lodge. Wc all heard what fell from him in
lodge, that he felt that he ought to give way to some
other brother , after filling the position for so many years,
but we all hope he will not think of that , we all know
how he has worked for the good of the charities , and that
we owe him a debt of gratitude we can never repay. In
conclusion , 1 have faith that the brethren of this lodge
will assist the charities as they have hitherto done, and I
hope that I am not mistaken in my faith. Bro. Thomas
Hill, P.M., P.P.G.S.W., Chairman of thc Charity Com-
mittee, in responding to the toast , said that the first thing
that was brought under the notice of every brother on his
initiation was, that we, as an Order, have poor and dis-
tressed brethren amongst us ; and whilst we hope that we
ourselves may ,'never be brought low, yet we have seen in
our lodge, as in others, that some of our dear brethren
who have moved in good society, have had to succumb to
misfortune and death, and in some of these cases their
children have been liberally educated, clothed, and main-
tained, until they attained the age of 16 years, in our
Royal Masonic Schools. The knowledge of this ought to
incite us to do all we can in support of our charities, and I
hope the appeal , so ably made by Bro. Andrews, will be
as liberally responded to as it was last year,
when £100 was subscribed round this table ;
and I believe our respected Prov. G. Secretary, Bro.
Henry Smith then had a few slips printed with our
subscri ptions inserted , and this proved the starting point
to £2000 being raised in the province. I hope the brethren
present will respond as they feel able ; already I
have received a few names. We profess to be charitable,
and it is but ri ght that our professions should be broug ht
into practice. Bro. Andrews made reference to my office
as Chairman of thc Charity Committee, and I must say
that , althoug h 1 have held high office in the Craft, there
is none I so highly esteem, and I think it is a position
that any brother may feel proud to hold , yet I think it
should not always be in thc same hands. Brethren , I
again thank you most heartily for the honour you have
done mc in coupling my name with the toast. Bro. Hill
afterwards announced that he had that evening received
seventy guineas for the Charities. The W.M. then said
that whilst we thoug ht of our Masonic charities, towards
which he had felt it his duty to subscribe ever since he was
a Mason, wc must not overlook our local Charities, and
he understood that the Masonic Ward in the Bradford In-
firmary, some years ago furnished by us, was in need of
more blankets , and he hoped the brethren would give
some small tlonations for that. The result of this an-
nouncement was that the sum of £9 2s. 6d. was collected.
Bro. B. Broug hton , P.M., in proposing " The Retiring
Master," said ,—And a very retiring Master he is, brethren.
I remember , at the commencement of the year of his
office , he expressed his diffidence in taking the chair, but
he accepted it at your hands. I also remember how, as



his I.P.M., I promised him all the assistance the P.M.'s
could give him, and now he retires I think he will feel that
they have redeemed their pledges. If he were not present
I could say more in his favour than I now can. Brethren ,
f leave it to you to say whether he has not been success-
ful in his endeavours. I believe he has, and in that belief
I have much pleasure in proposing his health , as time will
not permit me to relate all his deserts. In conclusion , in
my opinion he resigns to his successor the collar and jewel
of his office untarnished. The retiring Master, in offering
his sincere thanks for the toast, said,—The best means I have
of judging whether I have given satisfaction is the way
in which I have been received by the P.M.'s, and
brethren of the lodge. The remembrance of this day will
never be erased from my memory. Before I sit down
allow me to prop ose " The Health of the Worshipful
Master." It is indeed a great honour to one so young in
years to preside over such a lodge as this, and from the
unanimous vote of the brethren on his election there is
every prospect of his having a successful year.
Bro. Hanson Farrar, W.M., on rising to respond ,
was received with acclamation , and on the repeated
rounds of cheers of the brethren subsiding he said :—
Worthy P.M.'s, officers , and brethren , my feelings
overcome me; you have given me such a hearty
welcome. I thank you for the proud position in which you
have placed me—I can only say it will be my earnest
endeavour to work for the advantage of the Lodge of
Hope, and Freemasonry ; and I assure you that as in the
past so I will do in the future. Brethren , ycu may rely
upon it I shall endeavour to add to the lustre of the Lodge of
Hope. Again, heartily thanking you for the great honour
elone me, I beg to propose for your acceptance the toast
of " The Visiting Brethren ," whom we are always glad to
see amongst us ; coupling therewith the names of Bro.
Thomas Senior, W.M. Pental pha; W. Morgan ,
W.M. Shakespeare, and F. C. Unna , P.M. Har-
mony ; each of whom gave able, pertinen t,
and hearty responses. Bro. W. T. McGowin (Town
Clerk), addressing the W.M ., officers , and brethren ,
said—The duty which has been]entrusted to me almost over-
whelms me. I see by the time of the clock that 'my remarks
must be bnef. Since I came into this room I have had
the pleasure of hearing two of our clerical brethren , and I
particularly noticed the remark which fell from Bro. the
Rev. H. Lambert, who stated he comes from a country
district where he could not freely mix with Freemasons.
The remark he made was that, " as far as
Freemasonry goes, it is thoroughly consistent with
the principles of religion." That was what he felt ,
as far as you go, and so soon as you touch
upon religion you stop. That is so, and it is what
ought to be. In this noble Craft I find what is
not to be met with in any other body, namely, that all
classes of men—all humanity—can freely join and frater-
nize. Now I say, if I can show you (as you know to be
the case) that 'there is some common ground—some grand
green spot—where all men can meet , shake hands, and
band themselves together for the common good of their
fellow man , that is a grand thing for society, and that we
all know is the case in connection with our Grand Order.
See what is taking place in India , where the most distin-
guished and thorough Englishman , a man of the world , a
finished , polished gentleman , with ability, whose near re-
lations have been in times agone illustrious members
of our Order—what does he say ? Why, that he considers us
a worthy class, and that he will join us, upon which fol-
lows one of thc grandest things of modem times. He
leaves this land and mixes with those who would not mix
with us, who would , if they had the power, overthrow
our rule. They meet with him on the common ground
of Freemasonry, where caste, reli gious and political differ-
ences, and worldly distinctions are unknown ; and as long
as they live they will nurture a friendl y feeling
towards him. Then if this Craft has in
it that which scattei s to the winds all such grounds of
contention , and is so well calculated to improve the hearts
and the minds of men, what good must there not be in
the P.M's.? Men cannot always rule, but they have been
W.M's. in their time; they have done their part , and I call
upon you to join with me in drinking to " The Health of
the P.M's." Thc Senior and Junior P.M's were called
upon to respond , which they did in fitting terms. " Thc
Retiring Oflicers " was then given , and responded to by
Bros. Alfred Robertshaw and Sharp, the retiring Wardens.
"'The Officers " was likewise proposed , and shortl y respon-
ded to in unassuming terms by Bros. C. Gott , S.W., and
M. S. Rhodes, Treasurer , who, in thanking the brethren for
the compliment , congratulated the W.M. on the high po-
sition he had attained. He thoug ht the allusion which he
heard Bro. W. W. Barlow, P.M., make the other evening
very appropriate when he referred to his having during his
year chosen for officers some brethren who had been al-
lowed to remain out of office , instancing the present W.M.,
Bros. C. Gott , S.W. ; M. S. Rhodes , A. Robertshaw, J.
Ambler, and others. You, W.M., have also elected officers
who have been old Masons, and I know that they will do
their duty to the utmost, and in due time endeavour to
occupy the position you now hold. I can only say for my-
self that, occuping an important position, I shall do all I
possibly can to discharge the duties efficientl y. Thc W.M.
then gave the "Tyler's " toast , which brought to a close a
most agreeable evening. We must not omit to mention
the services of the brethren who added so much to the gra-
tification of all by their musical performances.

STOKESLEY.—Cleveland Lodge (No. 54.3).
—The monthly meeting of this lodge was hel d on Monday
evening last, in the lod ge-room at the Golden Lion Hotel,
the principal business being to elect a W.M., and to raise
a brother to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason. The
officers were all present in their proper places, viz. :—Bros.
Benjamin Richardson, W.M. ; Anthony Johnson , S.W. ;
James Coulson , J.W,; Richard Watson, P.M., Treas. ;
J. II. Handyside, P.M., Sec ; William Scarth Dixon ,

S.D. ; David Dixon , J.D. ; William R . Sharp, I.G. ; and
William Harrison , Ty ler. The lod ge being - dul y opened ,
and the minutes of the prev ious meeting being reid and
confirmed , Bro. W. M. Forbes , M.B., late S.W., was un-
animousl y elected to the chair of K.S. for thc cn -u 'ng
twelve months , and the Monday nearest thc full moon in
January, being the ordinary lod ge ni ght , was fixed upon
for the installation and anniversary festival. Bro. Ort in
was afterwards raised to the Sublime Degree of Master
Mason. After the lodge had been closed , and the brethren
(of which there was a good attendance) had retired into the
ante-room , Bro. George Markham Tweddell said that as
he expected it would be the last time they would sit there
to spend a social hour after lodge business with their pre-
sent W.M. in the chair, though he would advise all speech-
making to be deferred until their banquet , yet he thought
they could not do less than drink the health of Bro.
Richardson , with thanks for the very able manner in which
he had presided over them , and the excellent examp le he
had set in attending their meetings during his year 0'
office. Bro. Handyside, P.M., the father of the lodge, said
they would adopt Bro. Tweddell's recommendation in not
having any formal speech-making that evening, and there-
fore he would not rise in addressing to them the few words
he had to say, but he must bear his testimony to the very
able manner in which Bro. Richardson had always gone
through all the ceremonies of the lodge, to his punctual
attendance there every lodge night , thoug h living at a
good distance from them , and to the excellent example
which he had set for all his successors to follow. The
W.M., who was visibl y affected by thc way in which the
health was received , thanked the brethren , and proposed
" The Health of the W.M. elect , Bro. Forbes," which was
dul y drank, and briefl y acknowledged by that brother.
During the social hour spent together after the labours of
the evening were over , many of the brethren expressed an
opinion that the time had arrived when they ought to have
a Masonic hall to meet in. Masonic halls have a'ready
been built by many of the nei ghbouring lodges, whilst the
mother lodge in Cleveland still continues to meet at a
tavern. We hope the day is not far distant when every
lodge in Englanel will have a good Masonic hall to meet
in , and that the brethren will assemble there frequentl y to
study the liberal arts and sciences.

RUNCORN.—Ellesmere Lodge (No. 758) —
The regular monthly meeting of this prosperous lodge was
held in the Freemasons' Hall, on Wednesday, December
Sth , 1875. '^he following is a list of the brethren pre-
sent :—Bros. R. Rigby, W.M. ; E. Aston , S.W.; W.
Garnett, J .W., pro tem ; Charles Gerrard , J.D. ; J.
Fothergill , P.M. ; Captain , P.M. ; A. Buck, P.M! ;
C. C. Jerrison. P.M. ; T. Horsfall , Sec ; /. VV. Light-
bum , Org. ; VV. Wass, f.G.; G. Purver , Ty ler; W
Mellor, T. Gregson , G. Moss, J. Couth , J. I.. Jones, '•
Coxshill. Visitor : J. K. Diggs, VV.V1. " of St. John 's,.
No. 673. The lodge was opened in du; form with so-
lemn prayer, at 6.30. The minutes of the previous lod ge
were read and confirmed. Thc first business arising from
the notice convening thc meeting was the election ct W.M.
for the ensuing year. Bro. Eelward Aston was proposed ,
seconded, and unanimously carried as W.M. Bro. Wil-
liam Lyon was also unanimousl y elected Treasurer for the
coming year. A vote of thanks and also a small dona-
tion was voted by the lodge to Bro. George Purver for
having fulfilled thc duties of Tyler to the highest satisfac-
tion of its members, to which Bro. Purver responded in
suitable terms. Bro. G. Moss and T. Gregson were
appointed to audit the accounts for the past year. A com-
mittee was appointed , consisting of Bros. R. Ri gby,
VV.M. ; C .C. Jerrison , P.M. ; J. Fotherg ill , P.M. ;
Captain Clarke, P.M. ; and W. Miller , to make the neces-
sary arrangements for the annual installation of W.M,
and banquet , which is to take place early in January.
Other important business being done , the lodge closed in
harmony at 8.15.

ECCLES.— Victoria Lodge (No. 1345).—
The last regular meeting of this young and well-worked
lodge was held at the Cross Key s Hotel on Wednesday,
15th inst. Thc members present were Bros. Wri ght ,
W.M. ; Rudman , S.W. ; Ballard , J.W. ; Shaw,
S.D. ; Holt , J.D. ; Pearson , I.G. ; Brooks, P.M.:
Buxton , P.M.; Gillman , P.M. ; Barker , P.M. ; and
others. The lodge having been dul y opened and the
minutes read ami confirmed , Bro. Wilson was passed to
the Second Degree by Bro. Brooks, P.M. Bros. Rev. J.
Harper , J. C. Mather , and W. Pendlebury were raised to
the Sublime Degree by Bros. Wri ght , W.M. ; Gillman.P.M.j
and Buxton , P.M., in a most solemn and impressive man-
ner. Bro. Buxton , P.M., 'Treasurer , having announced his
intention to attend as Steward at the next festival of the
Royal Masonic Benevolent Institution for Aged Freema-
sons, the sum of £20 was unanimousl y voted to be placed
on his list. Bro. Mountain proposed a brother as a join-
ing member. Hearty good wishes were expressed from
several visiting brethren. All business being ended , the
lod ge was closed in ancient form. The brethren after-
wards partook of refreshment, the W.M. receiving the con-
gratulations of those present on the prosperous state of the
lodge, having during his year of office been enabled to
pay off all outstanding debts, and given several donations
to various charities , including one of 30 guineas to the
Boys' School , in addition to the amount voted this eve-
ning.

MANCHESTER.—Lodge of Truth (No.
1458).—The installation meeting of this lodge was held
on Saturday, the 4th inst., at the Royal Archer Hotel ,
Manchester. The lod ge was dul y opened by Bro. Smith ,
W.M. The first business on the summons was the con-
firmation of minutes of last regular meeting, which were
confirmed unanimously. The ballot was then taken for
Mr. Wm. Richardson, which being declared favourable, he
was initiated into the mysteries and privileges of Freema-
sonry. The ceremony of installing Bro. Charles Joel
Kent , W.M., elect., into the chair of K.S., was performed

by Bro. Caldwell , P.M., and D. of C. After the admis-
sion of the brethren and the customa'y salutes , the Wor-
shi pful Master appointed his officers as follows:—Bros. f.
Batchetder , S.W. ; J. Branton , J.W.; T. Tyers, P.M.,
Treas. ; W.J. Kinder , Sec. ; R. Fallows, S.D. ; Wm. Cox,
J.D.; J. 'Tay lor , I.G. ; R. Caldwell , P.M., D. of C.; E. Wal-
ton and It. Wheeldon , Stewards ; T. Davis, Org. ; C. Bes-
wick, lyler. The following lodges were represented :—
Provincial Grand Lodge of East Lancashire, and Nos. 581,
8/9, 999, ion , 1077, 1083, 116 1, 1219, 1339. Bro. Potts
served up the banquet in excellent sty le, and perfect unani-
mity prevailed amongst the brethren. A gratif y ing feature
was the attendance of the W.M.'s father, Bro. Kent, P.M.
of a Metropolitan Lodge.

LEICESTER. —Albert  Edward Lodge
(No. it-do).—The first regular meeting of this new lodge
was held at Freemasons' Hah , Leicester, on Tuesday, the
14th inst. Owing to the unavoidable absence of the W.M.,
the Eatl Ferrers, P.G.M., the chair was taken by Bro. G.
Toller, jun., I.P.M. 'There were also present R.W. Bro.
W. Kelly, P.P .G.M.; Bros. Rev. Canon Burficld , P.M.,
S.W.; Dr. Hunt , J.W.; C Stretton , P.M., Treas. ;
Rev. VV. Langley, P.M., Sec ; J. G. F. Richardson ,
Assist. Sec ; Rev. F. 11. Richardson , S.D. ; J. F. L.
Rolleston , J.D. ; S. S. Partrid ge, P.M., D. of Cer. ; Dr.
Buck, I.G. Visitors : Bros. T. Worthin^ton , W.M. 50;
J. T. Thorp, W.M. 523 ; H. Deane, P.M. 1007 ; Dr.
Clifton , I.P.M. 1391 ; and others. The principal business
was the initiation of Mr. A. H. Burgess, solicitor, clerk
to the School Board , and Mr. H. S. 'Toller , solicitor to the
Corporation of the Borough, who had been already ap-
proved on the ballot. The ceiemony was performed by
thc acting W.M., assisted at various portions of the cere-
mony by Bros. Kelly, Deane, and Thorpe. The lecture
on the Tracing Board w.is ably given by Bro. S. S. Par-
tridge. Bro. T. A. Wykes, J.W. 523, very efficiently
presided at the organ, for which he received the special
thanks of the lodge. Several joining members having
been proposed , and also a candidate for initiation , the lodge
was closed in due form. 'There appears to be good reason
to hope that this , the fourth lodge now working in
the town , will be perfectl y successful.

Icrpl lw&.
CHAPTER OF PRUDENT BRETHREN

(No. 145).—The regular convocation of the Chapter of
Prudent Brethren was held at Freemasons' Hall , ou
'Tuesday, 14th inst. 'The chapter was opened by Comps.
N. Walford , C. A. Long, and T. Bull , the three Prin-
cipals, with the assistance of Comps. States and Pratt.
After the opening of the chapter, and the admission of the
companions below the chair, the ballots were taken for
Bros. N. B. Headon , VV. Miller , W. Braine.F. R. Williams,
and Masters, which having proved unanimous, ballots were
taken for the Princi pals, and Comps. Long, Bull , and E.
Mood y were dul y elected. These companions were after-
warels installed by Comp. Boyd in the Z., H., and J. chairs
respectively, ami the following officers were invested :—
Comp. States, P.Z., Scribe, E.; Comp. Joseph Last,
Treas. ; Comp. Parkins, S.N. ; Comp. Thiellay, P.S. ;
Comp. Cox, 1st A.S. ; Comp. Venn , 2nd A.S. ; and Comp.
Grant , Janitor ; Bros. Headon , Williams, Braine, Masters,
and Miller were then introduced , and exalted as R.A.M.
Letters of resignation were read by Comp. States from
Comps. Horwood and Avrillon , and thc resignations were
accepted with regret. On the motion of Comp. War-
rington , seconded by Comp. Walford , a list of members
of the chapter was ordered to be printed and circulated.
The companions then closed the chapter , and adjourned
to banquet. 'The following companions were present
during the evening:—J . E. Walford, C. A. Long, Thos.
Bull , Edwd. Moody, J. Parkins , E. H. Thiellay, John
Cox , J. Last, Joh n Boyd , Herbert Dicketts. Wm. Piatt.
P. Storrington , J. G. Manby, R. Douglas, D. M. Belfrage,
J. H. Leggate, John Chinnery, Geo. Biggs, James Ranoe,
D. llaslett , Fred. Godfrey, Geo. Purkess, E. VV, Braine,
W. P. Masters, M. B. Williams, W. H. Miller , Visitors :—
J. Barnes Amor, 91 ; Edwd. White, 1305 ; C. A.
Cottebrune, P.Z. 177 ; John Read, P.Z. 720, S.E.
< .**"' ; J- Bond , P.Z. 657; H. Massey, (" Freemason , ')
P.Z. 619; H. M. Levy, P.Z. 188 ; John Seex, J. 186. j
When the toasts were proposed the M.E.Z.'s speeches were
very interesting, and hatl in them a freshness of ex-
pression which rendered them highly agreeable. In giving
" 'The Queen and U.A. Masonry," he said, " When a man
lives in a country that is well governed , that is, at peace
with the whole world ; when he forms part of a community
where liberty is respected , and where his property is not
touched by other hands ; when he is in a society where
the arts and sciences are cultivated in quiet, and to some
great extent, he is apt to forget the means by which this
security has been attained ; and I do uot think as English-
men , although we are excessively loyal—and as Masons
we arc extra loyal—we full y appreciate the steps that have
been taken to produce this security. We must be full y
aware that among the principal reasons why we are in
this secu re and comfortable stzta is that we have heen
blessed for a great many years with Sovereigns who have
reigned over us—with an iron hand , possibly—but that
iron hand has beeu covered with velvet. In the present
era wc have no reason to think differentl y. Our present
Queen , I ler Most Gracious Majesty, has ruled over us in a
manner so highl y creditable to the line from which she has
dcsceni 'cd , and she has also made matters so very comfort-
able to Eng lishmen in all parts of the globe, that I am
sure you can have no hesitation in feeling gratified that
she is our Soverei gn. 'Therefore, I would ask you to look
upon her as our patroness, as she has given several pledges
that she means well toward s us. We have our full liberty of
meeting, and our full liberty of discussion, which is a great
thing. The next toast was " H.R.H. the Prince of Wales,
M.E.G.Z." I dare say, said the M.E.Z., in giving it , the



thought has occurred to a great many of us, and not in-
frequentl y, what a joll y thing it must be to be born a
prince. You have, under these citcumstanccs , everything
that you can wish for in this world—possibly health—but
certainly riches, and the goodwill and good feeling of all
your fellow creatures. But there is a reverse to the medal ;
and a prince in this country and in this century has no
easy time of it. Where wc look upon it as civilians as
a great pleasure, he must look upon it as a great bore in
many instances ; and at the present time our M.E.G.Z.
is doing very heavy duly indeed in a hot clime. Any one
who follows his progress must be full y aware that no
Indian servant, no member of the Army, or of the Civil
Service ever has or would be liable to work so hard as our
Prince and G.Z. is working at the present moment. We
all of us feel when he is enga ged in anything that the
matter is sure to come right ; we feel that he is a capable
man in every way, and that is why, as Masons, we feel
so comfortable to have him at the head of our Order. We
feel that whatever he is called upon to do he will do at a
proper time, in a proper manner, and in princely style.
This toast having been dul y honoured , the M.E.Z. said,
There are three companions who sometimes one hears
coupled in chapters with the former toast ; but I think that
considering the work that they have to do, they are de-
serving, as far as they can be, of a separate recognition ,
that is the Pro Grand Z., the Grand H., and the Grand
I. They are hard-working Masons in every sense of the
word, and it strikes me that during the time our M.E.G.Z.
is in the chair they will have a tolerabl y hard time to
keep pace with thc Grand Z. We must always re-
member that as they together form the Grand Arch ;
the bigger the Keystone the more pressure he puts on the
neighbouring stones ; so that as we have a very big Key-
stone in the Prince of Wales, it will require the others to
be strong in proportion to support him. (Hear.) Comp.
J. E. Walford , I.P.Z., proposed " The Health of the
M.E.Z." He felt himself , he said , quite unequal to the
task of doing this properl y ; but as the duty fell to him as
the P.Z. he did it -with great pleasure. 'The companions
who had been in chapter were winesses of the perfect way
in which he could perform his work , and it must have af-
forded them all the greatest satisfaction ; but especiall y
was it gratifying to the P.Z.'s to see that their successors
were treading in their footsteps, and that they were quite
equal to their task whenever it was imposed upon them.
He was sure that the M.E.Z. and his immediate supporters
would do honour to this famous chapter, and worthil y
tread in the steps of their predecessors. 'They were de-
serving of all thc praise that could be given thini , and it
was a. pleasure to see officers coming up so well in rotation
for the chair. (Cheers.) The toast was most heartily rc-
ceived,- and the M.E.Z. said, in acknowled ging it , Com-
panions, I hardly know what to say in returning you my
thanks for the very gratif ying way in which you have re-
ceived any little thing I have been able to do for the
chapter. I feel quite new in my present position , and 1
do not like to say too much of what I can da or what I
will do. But this much I will say, that I will endeavour
to do the best I can for the interests of the chapter, and in
any way in which I can serve it by thc work that I can do
in the chair, or iu any other way in or out of the chair , I
shall be onl y to happy to serve it. At present it seems
too early a time to speak about it;  but at the future time,
perhaps this lime next year, I may be able to say some-
thing of what I have done. Now, it is a carte blanche in
front of me, and I really hardly know how to fill it up.
But 1 suppose circumstances will arise during my year of
office that will enable me to distinguish myself in some
way before the chapter , and I trust I shall benefit the
chapter and the companions in doing so. I am not , as I
sometimes say, an eloquent man ; but if I had all the
eloquence of Cicero, or the rhetoric of Demosthenes, or any
of those gieat men of history, I could not say more
than that I thank you from the bottom of my heart for
the way in which you receive me and treat me. In pro-
posing "Thc Newly-exalted Companions," the M.E.Z. saitl
that it was well known that in every structure it was
necessary to have some good materials ; it was the -very
first thing that a builder looked to in raising a structure.
That evening they had had some distinguished brethren ,
whom they had raised from the Craft to their Sublime De-
gree. He felt certain from the way in which they had re-
ceived the small amount of tuition which they could have
that evening, that they bade fair to be very honourable
members of Royal Arch Masonry ; that they would con-
tinue to progress in that branch of Masonry the same as
they had in the Craft ; and that some day the companions
would see them passing through that chair, very much to
their own credit , and ceitainly to the benefit of the chapter.
" The Visitors " was the next toast, and the M.E.Z. ob-
served that when King Solomon completed his temple at
Jerusalem he asked the princes of his own country and
the princes of neighbouring states to come and view it.
The Chapter of Prudent Brethre n had that evening com-
pleted their new building, and they had asked the ptinces
and rulers in thc Order to come and see what they had
done. He trusted that their verdict would be equally
favourable with that of the princes of Solomon's time, to
the builders of their modern temple. His only regret was
that there was no Queen of Sheba present. On behalf of
the chapter he might say he was much pleased at the
distinguished array of visitors, who, he trusted, would
find themselves so comfortable, that whenever they had
an opportuity they would come again. (Hear, hear.)
Comps. Cottebrunne , Barnes Amor, and John Read re-
sponded . The M.E.Z. next gave " The Past Principals."
We always value , said he, the opinion of any one who has
really earned his knowled ge by experience , and therefore it
is that, as Principal of this chapter, I very.highly value
the opinion and advice that I receive from my Past Prin-
cipals ; they have gone through all the work, all thc hard
work, for some years, and therefore their advice and their

opin ion on any subject on which I consult them is to be
esteemed most highly. 1 have found very great service
from consulting the Past princi pals of this chapter , because
it is no easy matter , as many companions will know who
pass throug h thc chair of their lodges, to take the com-
mand of any institution , and any body of men. There
are certain things which it is necessary for a Prin-
cipal to consult his predecessors upon , and to draw upon
their experier.ee to a certain extent. A man would
make a very bad hit if he did not look for
information to the experience of others. I have
found the greatest benefit from consulting my Past
Princi pals, and 1 have no doubt that during my
year of office they will give me the same good advice and
kind consideration as they have given nie up to the present
time. (A pplause.) Comp. Walford , in the course of a
brief reply, said the Past Princi pals were always ready and
anxious to render what service they could to the Princi-
pals of thc chapter ; and it mattered not what office
might be vacant they were always prepared to fill it.
(Hear , hear.) Referring to the old adage that " two
were company, but three were none," the truth of which
he could not see, the M.E.Z. proposed "The Health of the
H. and J." He reminded the companions of what they
had heard in chapter, and of the unhesitating and smooth
way in which his two subordinate Principals delivered their
portion of the ritual . Trusting to sec them in due course
in his own exalted position , he called on the companions
to honour the toast. This having been clone, Comps. Bull
and Moody replied. " The rest of the Officers " was the
succeeding toast. The M.E.Z. said—The architect may
strike his arch , and the mason may put most accuratel y
the stone in answer to the drawings supplied him by the
architect ; and the arch may be thoroughl y well formed ;
but it would cut but a very poor fi gure indeed in architec-
ture if it had not exactness and solidity in the foundation
on which it was set. We have erected an arch this eve-
ning, and , as I said before, we trust to complete it. I
look forward to the support of my officers as a sure sub-
stratum for building upon , and for making our under-
taking a great success. 1 am sure that the companions
who form the other parts of the structure are full y equal
to the office they have undertaken. Comp. E. 11. Thiellay,
P.S., replied , promising a faithful performance of his duties ,
and feeling confident that his Assistants would do the same.
The Janitor 's toast was then given , and the compan-
ions separated , after having spent an instructive and de-
li ghtfu l evening.

©riflinnl Corrcspubcna.
(We do not hold ourselves responsible for , or even as approving

of th e opinio ns expressed by onr correspondents , but we wish , in
a spiri t of fair play to all, to permit—within certain necessary
limits—free discussion .— ED.*

ADMISSION OF NEW MEMBERS.
To the Editor of Ihe Freemason.

Dear Sir and Brother,—
The letters by " 144 6 " and "Ad Rem " deserve

the particular attention of all interested in the real and per-
manent prosperity of the Grand Lod ge of England. " The
number of publicans who belong to our Order," mentioned
by " Bro. 1446," is certainly very great, and leads many
not members to consider Freemasonry to be an eating and
drinking institution. The pernicious system of the "feed-
ing " lodges, receiving never more than 24s. annuall y in
subscriptions from their members, and yet, at every monthly
meeting, having "a glass of grog," &c, and also the an-
nual banquet , defrayed out of the fundsof the lod ge, can-
not be too severely condemned. Indeed , there is actual
need of Grand Lodge legislation on the subject , the extent
to which some lodges spend their funds being lamentably
un-Masonic, and a disgrace to their profession. It is
much to be desired that the Grand Lodge authorities were
as explicit and as authoritative as to keeping the moneys
for subscriptions and banquets distinct fro m those paid into
the lodge for thc General Fund anil for the Grand Lodge.
We have proved to members " over and over again " that
by attending thc lodge regularly, and " sitting down after-
wards," also by being present at thc quarterl y suppers and
annual banquets , they receive in "feeds " more than their
stipulated subscri ptions , and hence thc lodge has to pay
out of the funds every year their annual fees to the Pro-
vincial and Grand Lodges, and their fair quota of the or-
dinary expenses. We do not, of course, allude now to those
lodges who have inclusive and exclusive terms of sub-
scription to the funds and banquets , neither do we speak
of those who charge sufficient to defray the ordinary and
banqueting expenses combined , but simply of those lodges,
as before sta ted, who permit their members to feed monthly
at the expense tA the funds , to the detriment of the Order,
and to the injury of themselves, the subscriptions not being
sufficient to defray the bills for thc " suppers and banquets."
Hence, such lodges are either deeply in debt or by securing
initiation fees use that money to meet the gormandizing
propensities of its members. Lodges being held in hotels
doubtless induce increased expenditure in this direction ,
but the chief evil lies in the system of allowing such whole-
sale waste and extravagance, and in not being sufficientl y
careful in the choice of members.

Wilh respect to Bro. " Ad Rem's " remarks—excepting
those as to the " low level " of Scottish Freemasonry,
wholly out of place—I quite concur with him in regretting
the present facilities for men blackballed in one town beinjr
accepted and installed in another, to the great injury of our
society. Worthless fellows, quite the scum in a neighbour-
hood, have thus been received into our ranks , by being pro-
posed and accepted by lodges held in towns in which they
are strangers, excepting probably to thc proposer, and thus
this system of initiation out of towns in which the candi-
dates reside is fraught with danger, and requires imme

diate legislation by individual , Provincial Grand , and Grand
Lod ges.

This evil has been provided for by the Grand Lodge of
Ireland , the extract from its constitutions being inserted be-
low, and in this country the Provincial Grand Lodges are
gradually doing what ought to be done by the Grand
Lod ge. In the Provinces of West Yorkshire , East Lanca-
shire, Cornwall , Leicestershire/and Rutland , and probably
others, the following law is in operation , with slight vari-
ations, and we can speak from actual observation that the
regulation works exceedingly well , excepting that while it
answers thoroughly for the provinces in question , candi-
dates blackballed under their jurisdiction can be again
proposed in neighbouring provinces , and initiated. 'Some-
times good men have been black balled , and in such cases
the necessary enquiry would simply reveal them to be of
good report , but generally the setking of membership away
from one's own town or province is a suspicious occurrence,
and should be distrusted.

I hope that other provinces will take the matter up,
and, when ripe, that the Grand Lodge will deal with the
subject , as it has done in so many other instances for the
welfare of the Craft.

Believe me, yours fraternally,
W I L L I A M  JAMES " H UGHAN .

Truro, 11th December, 1875.
Constitutions, Grand Lodge of Ireland , 1875, p. 38 :—

" A lodge shall not ballot for , or initiate into Freemasonry,
any person who is not a resident in the town, village, or
neighbourhood in which the lodge into which he seeks to
be admitted holds its meetings, until due enquiry shall have
been made of such lodge or lod ges as may exist in the
neighbourhood of his residence respecting the character of
the applicant for admission , and a satisfactory reply shall
have been received and read in open lodge, under a penalty
of having its warrant suspended or cancelled , or of pay-
ment of a fine not exceeding five pounds, as the Grand
Lodge may determine."

Bye-laws Provincial Grand Lod ge of East Lancashire,
1872 , pp. 25-6 :—" In case any person resident in a town
or place where a lod ge is established shall become a can-
didate for admission into any lodge established elsewhere
within this province , it shall be incumbent on the Master
of the lodge wherein he so seeks admission , to make en-
quiry in writing of the Master of some lod ge established in
the town or place wherein the candidate resides, touching
the character and moral fitness of such candidate. And it
shall be incumbent on the brother from whom such enquiry
shall be made, if within this province, to make prompt reply
thereto in writing, and to set forth any ground of objection
within his knowled ge to the admission of such candidate
into Masonry, but if not within this province, then the
Master of such lod ge shall be respectfully requested to
furnish the foregoing particulars as far as his knowled ge or
information may extend , and the purport of the reply shall
be made known to the brethren of the lodge into which the
candidate seeks admission, before the ballot for such can-
didate takes place. A copy of this bye-law shall accom-
pany the enquiry."

MASONIC FORBEARANCE.
To the Editor of the Freemason.

Dear Sir and Brother,—
Your article on " Masonic Forbearance " last

week can only command approbation from every brother
who has read it. 1 was, however, pained to find a flagrant
exception , to what wc plume ourselves upon possessing,
very shortl y after reading thc article I mention .

Last Saturday week, returning from our lodge at Wood
Green , Lewis, No. 1185, five of the brethren got into a com-
partment by themselves. We all had left the train ex-
cept one brother , who, just before arriving at Aldersgate-
strcet , saw a small parcel on the seat, and having no
doubt it belon ged to one of our lodge, opened it, and
found it to be a Masonic apron , belonging, however, to a
member of another lodge. As you, Sir, and , no doubt ,
any Mason , would have done, he tcok the apron home,
wrote to the Secretary of the lodge, saying what he had
found , and if the brother to whom it belonged would call
at his business address, in Cheapside, he should be pleased
to hand it to him.

't he brother called for his apron in due course, and , in-
stead of thanking the finder , actually bullied him for not
leaving the parcel where he saw it , saying that he had hail
thc trouble of going to the lost property office about it.
I say bullied , and with reason, for when he had gone
some friends who wcte standing by, and had heard his
gross incivility, said to our brother, " ls that fellow a
brother ?"

Our brother was also called upon by an authority at
King's Cross to give an explanation of his conduct in taking
a par-el away out of their carriage.

I know, Sir, your principles are thoroughly antago-
nistic to such conduct , especially in one who has been
raised to the Sublime Degree of a Master Mason.

Yours faithfull y and fraternally,
Dec. 16. " YOU .VG Lnwis."

Health , comfort , and economy promoted. Gas
supetseded in day time, and daylight reflected in dark
rooms by adopting Chappuis' Patent Daylight Reflectors.
Manufactory, 69, Fleet-street , London.

H OLLOW -AY 'S P ILLS .— I* NFEEULED EXISTENCE . This medicine em-
braces every attribute required in a general and domestic remedy;
it overturns thc foundations of disease laid by defective food and
impure air. In obstructions or congestions of the liver, lungs,
bowels, or any other organs, these Pills arc especially serviceable
and eminentl y successful. They should be kept in readiness in
every family, being a medicine oi incomparable utility for young
persons and those of feeble constitutions. They never cause pain
or irritate thc most sensitive nerves or most tender bowels. Hol-
loway 's Pills arc the hest known purifiers of the blood, the most
active promoters of absorption and secretion , whereby all poisonous
and obnoxious panicles arc removed from both solids and fluids.—
A DVT;



THE CHRISTMAS TREE.

Merry boys and laug hing fairies
Throng around yon Christmas tree •

All our Ediths, Ethels, Maries ,
Toms and Bobbies now we see ;

Sophy, Maud , and Jane, and Milly,
Dick , and Kit , and George are there,

Laug hing Amy, pleasant Polly,
Gentle faces bright and fair.

Hear ihe; shouts of cheery voices
Echoing from tlie " sacred room ,"

How the heart of youth rej oices,
Banished every care and gloom :

Carols sweet the children singing,
Remind us of a roundelay

Rais 'd by voices dear and ring ing,
In the mists of" far away ."

Once again the room is thronging
With sweet faces known so well,

Many an old and lov 'd belonging
Seems that busy crowd to swell ;

We listen to their airy patter,
We see their forms all' full of grace ;

Mid the merry cries and clatter,
We watch again each cherished face.

Little children , laughing lasses,
And the front of boisterous youth ;

All are there—how fast time pasfes.
Vanish'd all ot grace and truth !

Kindl y shadows siill abiding,
Seem to flock around yon tree :

All so gentle and confiding.
Full of love and chivalry !

Vain delusion .' lam dreaming :
Tis but fancy 's fond mirage ;

Al is ! Alas ! tis only seeming
All that gathering gay and large.

Other voices shout in gladness ,
Other pleasant forms are here •,

And amidst the heart 's deep sadness
Those dear phantoms disappear.

M;rry maidens come beguilin g,
Asking, with resistless mien ,

" Wh y are you not gay and smiling ?
Paying homage to onr Queen ?"

"Fair girls, this poor old heart has travell 'd
To other gatherings, other da) s.

And the twisted skeins unravell 'd
Of life's dark, and weary maze."

Still may all of j oy attend you
Joyous maidens in your games,

Still may all of good belt iend you
Lasses with your classic names !

Still , fond youth , may you lemen b-r ,
As the whispered tale you tell ,

January has its December,
All too soon for lovina - well !

May this Christmas g-uher glad' y,
Cheery boys and maide ns g lee- ,

As the fun arises madl y
Round that fairy Christmas tre e.

May lithesome forms and glowing tresses,
Of flashing eyes the gladsome g leams,

Lighten with some soft caresses
All your pleasant Christmas dreams!

C' l-' LF.BS.

fcbicto.-i.
r.OTTisii PR O V K R B S . A JNetv Edition , by
James Donald.—Tegg, and Co., London, 1875.
This little work is a reprint , by Janies

lonald , of Andre w Henderson 's collection
f proverbs. It is a very interesting little
ork , and we especially call the attention

our readers to it. Proverbs have been
e stap le vernacular literature of all nations

> to say, and yet nothing is so difficult as,
ter all , to define a proverb. Some have called
em tlie " oracular wisdom of centuries." Good
u Johnson defined a p roverb to be " a short
nleitce frequentl y repeated by the people," and
t is, as he usuall y is, we venture to think , very
.-ar the mark. Some have said tbat his defini-
on does not cover all proverbs , but as a general
lie it does, as after all there is no true proverb
hich is not popular in its use and tradition ,
lotherwell in his preface, in 1832 , to that edition
f Henderson , tells us that Ho well says the true
'gradients of a proverb are " sense, shortness,

and sa\t," and Motherwell puts it well when he
quctes Benjamin DTsraeli as lay ing down " the
essential feature " of proverbs , that they are the
"condensation of much thoug ht and observa-
tion within a small compass." It seems, that
the first published book of Scottish Pro-
verbs was in 1598, when a collection was
issued by Mr. David Ferguson , Presbyterian
minister. James Kelly published a large work ,
and very valuable one on the subj ect , in 1721 , at
London,and Allan Ramsay published two thousand
two hundre d proverbs in 1737 and in successive
editions. This new edition of Donald's is based
on Henderson 's, and is a welcome addition to cur
parremiogra phic.il literature, if we may use so
hard a word . Those of us who have read the
Archbishop of Dublin's charming little work on
'•' Proverbs " will remember and realize how
much pleasure and improvement result from
the stud y of what Benjamin DTsraeli
called '*' those abrid gements of knowledge,"
convey ing " great results with a parsimony
of wordŝ  prodi gal of sense." How true and
vet how witty are some of the Scottish
proverbs. There s nane sae busy as them
that hae least to do. Twa heads are better than
aue, thoug h they were only shecps' heads. Wan-
ton kittens make douce cats. Forsake not God
till you find a better master. A faithful friend
is the medicine of life. Canny chi-ils carry
cloaks when it 's fair ; the fool , when it's foul
has nane to wear. Fortune can take naething
but what she gave. Ance wud and aye waur.
A gossip speaks ill of a' and a' of her. A gride
wife and health is a man 's best wealth . East
or West, hame is best. Its earl y and crooked,
as the De a said of his horns. Ladies and
Turkeys need delicate upbring ing. Waes the
wife that wants the tongue, but weel's the man
that gets her. Virtue never grows auld. And
so we mi ght go ou, practicall y ad infinitum , but
we stop heie, in mercy to our readers, commend-
ing these pleasant proverbs to all who like honest
wit and true good sense, accompanied with that
cheerfu l spirit which characterizes so remarkabl y
many of the proverbs of North Britain. For , as
the say ing truly runs , " As long lives the merry
man as the sad."

THE G ARBEN . A weekly illustrated journal
of gardening., No. 212 , Vol. VIII. —William
Robinson , 17, Southampton-street , Strand.
We have received , and looked over , this gar-

dening serial with sincere pleasure and gratifica-
tion. It is most admirabl y got up, and the co-
loured drawings are both striking and uni que.
To all who are inte rested in the most healthy
and gracious of all pursuits , " horticulture ," this
periodical must be an invaluable "vade mecum ,"
and a more desirable present at this Christmas
season we do not know than the seven volumes
of this meritorious and valuable publication. We
commend it to the notice of all our flower-loving
readers.

H A N D  A N D  HEART . Thomas B. Burrows, 75,
Shoe-lane, Fleet-street , conducte d by the
Editor of '* Home Words."

This is a new candidate for popular approval ,
to appear January 7U1, 187-5. To us Freemasons
it is particularl y welcome, as containing a portrait
of our little Royal Lewis, Prince Albert Victor,
with his autograp h in 1875. The journal is in-
tended , it is said , for the " industrious class," and
is neatly printed , well arranged , and admirabl y
illustrated. A journal which the working classes
will reall y read is a great desideratum. A good
many well-intentioned people seem to think the
average working man a sort of demi-savage,
and heathen , aud that it is proper and ne-
cessary to speak and preach to him as such.
Indeed , these addresses are generally " ad homi-
nem " sermons, and we fear, as a rule, Joh n
Dobbs, skilled mechanic, is not an ardent admirer
of sermons, per sc. What he rather wants, we
fancy, is a good and instructive paper, full of
technical information and illustrative anecdotes,
together with good Ang lo-Saxon prose, and
readable poetry, with a considerable amount of
natural history, and of mechanical science. Such
topics will always find, we are inclined to be-
lieve, many grateful readers among our skilled
working men, for our estimate of working men
generally is higher than most of our contem-

poraries. We shall be glad if " Heart and
Hand " succeeds in its object , as no doubt no-
thing can be worse than that " cheap and nasty
literature," now so prevalent, that garbage of
journalism which is distributed wholesale and
broadcast, alike in London and the country dis-
tricts. We wish the editor and publisher all
success.

PE N N Y  ALMANACK AND DIARY .—Moses & Son.
Last year we spoke approvingly of this little

book—we do the same this year. It is very con-
venient and portable, and as our copy was given
to a young lady, who immediately put it into the
pocket of her ja cket,—Yes, j acket—we feel
that we have said enough for it to-day. We
quote her remark—" It's a very cosy little book,"
and so we wish it all success. w. v. -A.

Tuesday, the 14th of December, will long be a day to
be remembered amongst Masons, not only of Bedford in
particular , but also of Bedfordshire in general , for on it was
founded the first chapter of Royal Arch Masons in the
county.

Eight and twenty years ago the late Bro. Stuart founded ,
and for many a long day after he and his brother fostered,
the lodge which bears their name, one of them , indeed ,
exchanging at tbe close of one well-remembered lodge-
night, the labour of his earthly lodge for the well-earned
refreshment and rest of the Eternal lodge above.

The lodge then trul y lost its early patrons, but there -was
still one of the old names left to exercise the same care
over its fortunes , and it never, even for a moment, lost its
prestige or popularity.

For many years Colonel Stuart , the present S.W. of the
lodge, has felt the desirability of leading Bedfordshire
Masons to the climax of Masonry, and on Tuesday week
this desirable consummation was effected .

On that day were assembled at the lodge-roam of 540a goodly number of Royal Arch companions , including
Colonel William Stuart, High Sheriff of Bedfordshire, J.P.,
P.G.H. ; P.S.G.W., &c; H. Wentworth Little, P.S.G.W.
Midx., P.G.H. Midx., M.E.P.Z.'s of 19; Byett, Grabham ,
Lynes, M.E.Z. 834; Read, and Barfield ; Comps. Rev.
W. Tebbs, 285 ; Kev. R. Faussett Ward , 7 12; Brook, 304 ;
Capt. Polhill-Turner, Bull , Cookson , Captain Colburn ,
Trapp, Cuthbert , Captain Green, Leslie, Whyiey, &c.

After some time spent in inspecting the admirable ap
pointments of the chapter, supp lied by Comp. Kenning,
a chapter was opened with the following acting oflicers :—
M.E.Z., R. W. Little ; II., Barfield ; and J., Lynes.

On the admission of the brethren, Comp. R. W. Little,assisted by Comps. Rev. W. Tebbs, Chaplain ; Read, as
P.S. ; and Barfield and Lynes, as the other two P.Z.'s,duly consecrated , dedicated , and constituted the Stuart
Chapter, 540, Bedford , of Royal Arch Masons of En-
gland.

To say that the ceremony was that usuall y adoptetl by
Comp. Little is simply to say that it was performed in a
most impressive manner , giving the companions of the
newly constituted chapter a most thoroug h insight into
the solemnities of this holy and Royal rite.

Comp. Little next instituted the three First Principals:
—Comps. Col. Stuart , M.E.Z.; Bull , II.; Cookson , J.

After which the Most Excellent invested as officers
Comps Rev. Wm. Tebbs, Chaplain ; J. Trapp, Treas. ;
Captain Colburn , E.; Captain Polhill-Turner , N.; Cuth-
bert, P.S. ; the last named then investing as his assistants
Comps. Captains Green and Fisher.

The chapter, as its first duty , asked the acceptance by
Comp. Little of honorary membership of the chapter he
had thus constituted , together with its thanks for his kind
offices.

This vote was warmly acknowled ged by the recipient
of the honour.

As its next business the chapter unanimousl y elected
Bro. George Reynolds , thc old and much respected Tyler
of Stuart Lodge, as its future Janitor.

Many joining members and candidates for exaltation
were then proposed , after which , in answer to the M.E.Z.'s
demand for " propositions of benefit ," " hearty good
wishes " were announced from Royal Arch Chapters 19
285- 3°4; 7 J -. 8.-J4, 840, and 948. After which the chapter
was closed in due form.

The companions subsequentl y sat down to an excellent
banquet provided by Bro. Wicks ; when an exceeding ly
pleasant evening was spent. After the usual official toasts,
" The Health of the M.E.Z. " was proposed by Comp.
Trapp (Treasurer) , and most feeling ly acknowled ged.

The M.F..Z. then proposed the healths of " Comp. R.
W. Little ," "The Visitors,"" Piinci pals I-I. and J.," " P.S
Cuthbert and other Officers ," and of " Chap lain, Rev
VV. Tebbs." After which the proceedings of this auspi
cious day were brought to a close.

We cannot conclude without remarking the musical ar
rangements of Comp. Cookson ; the way in which Comp
Gilbert (of Richmond) fulfilled the duties of Janitor ; the
unflagging energy and zeal of Comps. Bull and Cuth-
bert ; and the substantial support of the M.E.Z., who, as
his predecessors had done in days gone by for the lodge,
thus gave the benefit of his Masonic knowled ge, as well
as the honour of his name, to the Stuart Chapter.

WIPE YOUR FEET.—The best Cocoa Nut Mats and Mat-
ting arc made by Treioar and Sons, Co, Ludgate-hill.

CONSECRATION OF THE "STUART " CHAPTER ,
BEDFORD (540;.
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THE

CHRISTMAS NUMBER
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SENIOR DEACON .—We should say , Slowly and quietly.
S. B. O.—Received. Many thanks, but it has alread y

appeared.
" Carnival of Chaos " declined with thanks.
The following stand over :—Metropolitan Lodge, 1507 j

Adams Lodge, 158, Sheemess ; Prince Edwin Lodge, 128,
Bury ; Brownri gg Lod ge, 1414, Chatham ; Rock Lodge,
1289, Rock Ferry ; Albert Victor Mark Lodge, 70, Ipswich ;
Lodge of Honour, 379, Bath ; One and All Lodge, 330,
Bodmin; Glasgow, 27, 103, 21 9, 253, 360, 413, 44 1,
465 ; Helensturg, 503 ; Mary hill , 5 10; Partick , 117 ;
Royal Cumberland Chapter, 41 ; Provincial Grand Lodge
of Argy ll and the Isles.

The Freemason ,
SA T U R D A Y , DEC . 25, 1875.

CHRISTMAS.

If Christmas comes, as it is said , but once a
year, yet it draws near ever a welcome guest,
whether in the palace or in the cottage. Indeed ,
it is a very large class of mortal beings for whom
Christmas is an anniversary of pleasantness and
good will. The schoolboy poring over a stiff
passage in Thucy dtdes, the school girl weary with
her French exercise, that huge crowd of rosy
cheeks and merry voices and smiling faces, which
still fills Dr. Birch's Academy, or Miss Brown 's,
Laurel Grove, to say nothing of a variegated
collection of home blossoms,—all are eagerly
anticipating the Christmas tree, the Christmas
present , and the Christmas gathering. But there
are bigger children for whom, also, Christmas
has an ever-abiding and pleasant summons.
Many of us toil from year's end to year 'send at the
desk, in the counting-house, in the office , in the
chambers * and our holidays are short, and some-
times far between. Some are seeking by an
honest business to be the breadwinners for a
large family, others are laboriousl y toiling for
literary reputation ; tho banker, the merchant ,
the lawyer, the medical man , the author , the
soldier, the sailor, the skilled mechanic, and the
industrious artizan , all are filling their various
parts in life, and all work hard with their hands
and with their brains to advance their individual
inte rests, and to increase the national prosperity.
From how many families up and down our good
land have gone forth those "stems " and " ort-
shoo's" who, in many situations, and in various
ways, make up the staple of the great laborious
classes ; and how many are the severances
and intervening distances which divide
loving hearts fro m one another, nearly
all through the year , and diminish that
once joyous family circle by those missing
links which are united all so closely together, and
which, though absent, are not forgotten. For
all these divisions of society and of industrial
occupation Christmas is a very engaging season
of re-union and in-gathering. No doubt the re-
currence of Christmas year by year cannot be
for any of us of unmixed joy and undimmed
happ iness. Amid the shouts of the young and
the staid congratulations of the old there will float
overourmemories a strain of other days, a carol of
"auld lang syne," which we shall never hear sung
again here, at any rate, not by the same pleasant
voices. Each Christmas, as it meets us on our
onward pilgrimage, with ail its gracious associa-
tions, reminds us inevitabl y of gaps in our family
circles, of honest hearts, and dear eyes, and

sunny faces, and warm hands, no longer to the
fore, of some whom are missing, of many who are
wanting, when we keep our Christmas holiday.
It seems but yesterday that we were all together,
young frank , loving, sincere ! Alas! where are we
all now ? How few of that goodly band are still
lingering on earth ? and how impossible it is to
collect those "disjecta membra " once again here ?
No, the friends—the tender, the open-handed , the
genial , the trusting, all are gone ; their place on
earth knows them no more ; they have left us in
youth , or in prime, in ri pened powers, or in
fading old age, in fell disease, or amid the
shouts of victory ; and for us never again, all to-
gether, can the yule log be lighted, or the mistle-
toe hung up, or the Lord of Misrule issue his
decrees of ancient wisdom , and of modern fun !
Christmas, therefore, has a deep and solemn
interest for us all alike. It summons the
young from their studies, and mature life
from its burdens, and dull old age from
its griefs and weakness, to join once again
in festive array. The family once more
assembles in that well-known room. The
kind master and the smiling mistress are there ,
as genial and as hospitable as ever ; tall men and
comely women reassemble, like as of yore, around
the family dinner table ; the bright muster of
pleasant maidens and tho bold fervour of ardent
youth are all there, to add lightness and brilliancy
to the scene ; while above all is heard Master
Bobby 's shout, and Miss Edith's exclamations !
Pleasant scenes for thesage and thesympathising.
Happy holiday for the learned and laborious , the
careworn and the complaining, the troubled and
the tried , the man of letters and the man of
money, for rich and poor, for high and low, for
learned and unlearned. Some writers have com-
plained that the world has too much appropriated
Christmas to itself , and has thrown its colouring
over the scene, and has mingled its tares with
the fairer wheat. Now we do not hold with such
"pessimists." We cannot see why you are to
take such a morbid view of life and man, and
things and facts. Let us rather, as it seems to
us, accustom ourselves to accept things as they
really are, to rate them at their proper worth, to
estimate them at their true intent , and then we
shall not fall either into the folly of undervaluing,
or into the extravagance of over estimating, into
the lugubriousness of the "Sloug h of Despond,"
or into the frivolity and evil of a merely sensual
commemoration ! Christmastide, depend upon
it , is a great and a good institution for us all , and
one which the world , ever wise in its generation ,
has eagerly appropriated no doubt, and cheer-
fully observes, simply on those humanitarian
grounds, which appeal so profoundly to the
hearts and memories, and thoughts and affec-
tions, of us all. There is, as we all well know, a
very religious side to Christmas, but it is one which
for obvious reasons we cannot dilate upon in the
"Freemason." All that we can fairl y do is to greet
it as it meets us with a dy ing year, as it invites
us to present happ iness around " our own fire-
sides," as it reminds us of a buried past still very
dear to our recollection , as it suggests kindl y
consideration for the wants and woes of others !
When, then, Christmas-day once again assembles
under many a "roof tree"the long scattered mem-
bers of a confiding famil y circle, when itg ives lus-
tre to the eye, and tinges with roseate animation
the cheeks of the young, the fair, the graceful ,
when it even bows down stalwart manhood be-
neath the tender sway of silvery voices and
" wreathed smiles," when it reanimates old age
with some bright memories and faded dreams,
let us all bear in mind that Christmas time, and
Christmas gatherings, all warn us that some are
not so blessed as we are. Let not our Christmas
leave us without some few kind thoughts and
gentle deeds for the poor, the friendless, the
fallen , the outcast ; and then our sweets will
prove sweeter, and our own enjoyment will be
augmented by the pleasant consciousness that
we have not been selfish in our own happ iness,
but , full of good things and glad hours our-
selves, have sought to make others happy too,
have lightened , if onl y for a few passing mo-
ments, the burdens of affliction , and sought to
wipe away the tear-drops of humanity ! To all
the readers of the " Freemason," to all our bre-
th ren, their wives, sisters, and sweethearts, to
the little world of Lewises and laughing fairies,
and countless Masonic blossoms, whom Christmas

fills with glad and innocent gaiety, we wish
most sincerely from the very bottom of our
heart a very merry and happy Christmas, indeed !

SUMMARY OF MASONIC EVENTS
FOR 1875.

The New Year of 187,5 oega.n well for Free-
masonry, and especially for our good brethren
in Ireland, for it witnessed the installation of
our most distinguished Brother the Lord Lieu-
tenant , His Grace the Duke of Abereorn, as Grand
Master of our genial Order, in the " Green
Island." As Paddy would say, "Good luck
attind the Freemasons, notwithstanding Cardi-
nal Paul ," and "here's to the Hilth of the Lard
Liftenant , and more power to his arm." The
Royal Masonic Benevolent Institution held its
anniversary in J anuary, when the large sum of
£6630 was collected, and the labours of its
energetic Secretary, Bro. James Terry, were fully
rewarded. During this month the Craft had to
deplore the untimely death of the Countess of
Carnarvon , the gentle and amiable wife of our
Deputy G. Master. In April, our Royal Grand
Master laid the foundation of the New Merchant
Tay lor 's School, amid a large assemblage, and
with great applause. May witnessed a never-to-
be-forgotten scene by this generation of Eng lish
Masons, the installation of the Prince of Wales
as Grand Master of the English brotherhood , at
the Albert Hall. Those of us who were present
on that "alba dies " will never lose the vivid
reality of the gathering or the scene, and we shall
rejoice to think amid the onward march of years ,
that we were permitted to behold so great a high
day of Freemasonry, to rally round our Royal
Grand Master, and to hail the unparalleled de-
monstration of our English Order. The arrange-
ments were perfect, and reflect the greatest credit
on Bros. Sir A. Woods and Thomas Fenn.
The Swedish deputation which had been sent to
congratulate our Grand Master, who was, be it
remembered, initiated into the Order in Sweden ,
visited the Royal Masonic Institution for Girls,
and expressed warmly the great pleasure the
visit had caused them. Our Royal Grand Master
was also in May installed as First Principal of
the Grand Chapter. During this " merry month"
the anniversary of the Girls' School took place,
when £7000 were collected. June witnessed,
across the dividing waters ofthe Atlantic , a great
Masonic ceremony in New York, namely the
Masonic dedication of the new hall. It was a
most imposing demonstration, telling well for
those who arranged the proceedings, and we in
England have the deepest interest in and
sympathy for our American brethren of the
" mystic tie." July brought the Boys'
School anniversary, when the unprecedentedly
large amount of £12,700 was announced at
the Alexandra Palace by Bro. Binckes.
Bro. Binckes may fairly claim great credit for
his "coup," and we trust that after some
little clouds over the internal regime of the
school have completely passed away, all will go
on well with that great institution. Some per-
verse and personal attacks have been made on
Bro. Binckes and the House Committee, but
like all similar manifestations, in Masonry or out
of Masonry, they generally both fail in their
purpose, and react on those who initiate them.
During this month the Surrey Masonic Hall
was dedicated with much eclat, under the presi-
dency of our distinguished and amiable Bro.
Lord Skelmersdale, the D.G. Master. In August
we have to note the presentation by that kindly
Lady Baroness Burdett Coutts of a most beauti-
ful Bible to the Burdett Coutts Lodge. The
proceedings, under the direction of Bro. J. Terry,
were most animated and interesting. The foun-
dation stone of a Masonic Hall at Grimsby also
was laid in this month. In the month of Sep-
temher a presentation was made to our well-
known and worthy Bro. J. C. Parkinson, which
afforded great pleasure to his many friends. Bro.
Lord Mayo's statue was unveiled at Cocker-
mouth, and then across the Atlant ic we heard
of the foundation stone of a new Masonic Hall
at Halifax, Nova Scotia, having been laid.
We may note here that during the last
year the Lord Mayor of London, eur worthy Bro.
D. Stone, has been made J unior Grand Warden.
In October the presentation of an address to our
Grand Master, the Prince of Wales, before-jbis



departure to India , took place, which was warmly
expressed and graciously received. November
saw the departure of our Royal Grand Master
for India , where his j ourney has been, so far ,
one great success, and where he has won golden
opinions from all. He assisted afc a Masonic ce-
remony at Bombay. December broug ht special
meetings of the Boys' and Girls ' Schools, the
former to enquire into certain alleged errors in
the accounts, the latte r to consider a scheme for
increasing its accommodation. In the former
case the Special Committee has reported that no
grounds exist for such perverse charges ; in the
latter the committee has yet finall y to report.
Bro. Erasmus Wilson , M.D., well known for
his zeal and benevolence, was entertained at a
complimentary dinner; and Bro. the Earl of
Zetland , nephew and heir of our old chief and
Prov.G.M. for North and East Yorkshire, was
exalted in the Zetland Chapter, York. During
the last twelve months very many lodges, alike
in town and the provinces, have been added to
the English muster roll , which will apparentl y
soon reach 1600. VVe note especially the
" Chaucer," and the new lodge at the Surrey
Masonic Hall , " The Carnarvon ," and many
others, too many in fact to name here, where the
consecration ceremonies have been marked by
heartiness of tone, and effectiveness of ritual.
In many of these our worthy and admirable
Grand Secretary took , most effectivel y, the
leading part. Eng lish Masonic provincial life
and work have proceeded during 1875 wilh in-
creasing energy, and our great provinces
are teeming with active and young and zealous
members. A large numerical addition has been
made to our Order, but we hope that our lodges
will never forget the good old motto " Festina
lente." It appears to us, that just now we
want , so to say, " tightening up," as regards the
admission of members. Abroad Masonry has
gone on, and still is going on , favourably and
prosperously on the whole. The Masonic Con-
gress at Lausanne seems to have been a great
success, and alike in Ital y and France, Freema-
sonry seems to be regaining its normal position.
The one great defect of much of individual and
lodge Freemasonry abroad , is a tendency to deal
with very questionable subjects , and much
needed reform must be introduced in many
jurisd ictions if Freemasonry is ever to rise to
the proper level of its true mission. Free-
masonry has nothing properl y to do with politics ,
affairs of state, or religious controversies, nor
even social questions, and the sooner some of
our foreign brethren realize this undoubted
truth, the better for Freemasonry and for them-
selves. The Roman Catholic Church has con-
tinued impetuously through 1875 >ts hopeless
and ill-advised crusade against Freemasonry, and
there appears at present no lull in the fury of
the storm, no abatement in the violence of our
traducers. That religious body has certainl y
evinced great " cursing powers," and desp ite the
deprecatory remarks of that amiable Roman
Catholic, Sir George Bowyer , as regards our Or-
der the Church of Rome has been, and still
ts, a " cursing church." It is all excessively
silly and meaning less. If the Roman Catholic
authorities have to comp lain of the words or
acts of lodges or brethren abroad , their best plan
is not to notice them, but for the most part their
grievances are really imag inary, and their facts
utter fictions. The worst feature of the case to
our mind is, their deliberate " suppressio veri "
and " suggestio falsi " in lump ing all Freemasons
together as revolutionists, conspirators, infidels ,
&c, whereas they know that in Great Britain ,
and America , and Canada , to say nothing of
Germany and Holland , at any rate, Frer-
masonry is a non-political body. There
may be some foolish and violent brethren, there
as everywhere, but the great mass is loyal
to Masonic principles. Indeed , as far as we
are aware, no grand orient or governing body
anywhere can be charged with interfer-
ance in political matters. If the Church of Rome
likes to continue "cursing and swearing," per-
secuting and even desecrating the graves of Free-
masons, she will eventuall y disgust and alienate
her more enlightened children, and she will
assuredly receive, as she will merit , the cens ure
of indignant humanity. We have had to deplore
the loss ofj many worthy brethren alike in th

metropolis and in the provinces, like
Bros. Savage, Llewellyn Evans, Freeman
and Franklin , "cum multis aliis," all good
men and true , and " worthy Freema-
sons," whose Masonic place on earth knows
them no more. Peace be to them. We give
a detailed list elsewhere. Freemasonry in Eng-
land leaves the old year and awaits a new, alike
prosperous and peaceful , contented and united.
It is moving on. Loyally and charity are embla-
zoned on its " Banner of Blue," together with
toleration and freedom , benevolence and good-
will , the right of conscience, and the sanctity of
honest conviction. We have no doubt as to
the result of the struggle. 1876 we trust will
witness a still greater manifestation of Masonic
princi ples and charitable efforts , and our good
old Craft leaves an old year behind it, if some-
what sadly with the memories of parted
comrades, yet with bri ght antici pations of its
work and witness in the new year which lies
before it.

OUR JIOYAL GRAND MASTER'S VISIT
TO INDIA.

The following interesting account fro m Madras
appears in the " Times '' of the 20th :—If all
goes on well , the Serapis, in company with the
Osborneand the Raleigh, will leave Madra s Roads
before 5 o'clock on the 19th , Great prepa rations
are being made. Although not in bed till past 2,
afte r a hard day 's work , the Prince went out
hunting soon after dawn this morning, and was
rewarded by a nine-mile run and kill. The
Princess of Tanjore visited the Prince at Govern-
ment House, and was presented .to the ladies of
the Duke's family. The Prince was introduced
at a corner screened off. The Prince put out
his hand , and the Princess grasped it. Mr. Hen-
derson interpreted , the Princess of Tanjore speak-
ing little English. She sty led the Prince her
Royal brother, and spoke of the Queen as her
Royal sister. Next the Prince drove to a
children s fete at the People s Park , where im-
mense crowds had assembled. It was a pretty
sight. Thousands of childre n sang and played
games. The Prince was loudly cheered on
leaving to attend the review. A vast multitude
was present. Two batteries (A and O of the
20th Brigade, and a detachment of the 16th
Lancers, formed the body guard. The 89th
(Europeans) , the Madras Volunteers, the 10th,
13th , 14th , and 37th Madras Infantry (Natives),
marched past. They looked well. The Prince
dined with the Commander-in-Chief. All day
the people are in the streets, and remain waiting
for hours to see the Prince. The preparations
for the illuminations are very extensive. The
people are not so demonstrative as at Bombay,
nor do they clap hands as in the South , but they
are not less enthusiastic. The Prince will never
see in India or elsewhere any spectacle so strange
and awful as what was called the " illumination
of the surf." Neither pen nor pencil can give
any idea of it. It was weirdl y beautiful , exciting,
grand. As if to render homage to the occasion,
the wind had risen and the surf was high. The
sight was fine on the pier, through the base of
which ran curling breakers. Seats were
placed for the Prince, the Governor , his
family, and suite out of the reach of
the spray. The buildings along the beach , trans
parencies, and triumphal arches, all brilliantl y
illuminated , formed a background , above which
rose steeples, columns, and lamps. Southwards,
where the rollers swept up to the roadway, there
were rows of natives with blazing torches and
blue lights. There was occasionally a wash of
larger billows behind the multitude , and facing
seawards an ocean of white turbans. The
Serap is, Osborne, and Raleigh were illuminated
outside. Between the outer darkness and the
beach the moonlight now and then revealed dark
objects rising and falling on the billows. The
Prince having arrived from dinner with the
Commander-in-Chief , after a grand discharge
from the ship Raleigh, there was one flight of
190 coloure d rockets. The Osborne and Serap is
vied with each other in the display. It seemed
as if volcanoes were emitting volumes of coloured
flames. Presently appeared fires, here and there
seawards, amid waves drifting landwards, like
fire ships from afar. These multi plied, dipping,

rising, now and then, through the waves, while
occasionally came a light fro m the other side. It
had an immense effect. Suddenly from the
beach dashed the black forms of Masouwah boats
and catamarans, which, amid the wildest yells,
charged into the serried ranks of the foam-crested
breakers, and dark objects seaward were revealed,
as the boats tossed violently on the outer ridge
of the breakers. There never was such an awful
regatta. Amid a sea now black as ink, now like
fire glistening jet, in a creaming surf the cata-
maran men were swept off and regained their
craft, or disappeared beneath the billows. There
was an awful suspense till they were landed safe
on the beach. The Masouwah boats, swept
from stem to stern byjthe breakers, forced their
way into the smoothe r sea, to return still more
animated. Their skill is beyond praise. These
hardy fellows, watching an opportunity, keep
the top of the wave by tremendous efforts, and
are borne past with wonderful velocity, yet
emerge safely fro m each succeeding breaker.
This extraordinary spectacle was renewed re-
peatedly. One might fancy ita combat of water
gods. The people amid the blue lights, the
rockets, and the boiling surf remained almost
quiet. It was midnight before the Prince drove
off" to the native festival. The crowd broke in,
followed, and surrounded the Prince's open
carriage. The railway station was converted
into a reception hall. The sides, pillars, and
roofs were decorated with wonderful richness.
It was filled with many thousands of Europeans,
Asiatics, Hindoos, and Mussulmans, who had
waited two hours. The Prince was seated in a
silver chair on a raised dais.

MASONIC LIBRARIES.

It is very remarkable how very little we
Freemasons, for the most part, know of our own
Masonic literature. Indeed , one of the [objec-
tions to Masonic libraries used to be of old, that
we had not books enough to fill them, and that
with the exception of the sterotyped editions of
Oliver's Works, Preston's History, Ash, Cal-
cott, Smith and Hutchinson, Laurie, and the
various editions of Anderson's Constitutions, we
had not many books worth reading, and certainl y
not worth buy ing. There were, indeed, smaller
works like " Freemasons' Companions," and Col-
lections of Songs, and " Ahiman Rezon " and
Cole's and Finch's works, but we have heard it
generally contended, once upon a time, that such
works would exhaust our Masonic literature.
Mr. Heckethorn, amid his other amenities,
and his lamentable caricature of our Order,
has specially gone out of his way to say
that we have practically " no literature."
But , in this, as in a good many other
details of his recent work, he only demon-
strates to bona-fide Masonic students how very
little he knows of the subject on which he so
dogmatically dilates. Will it surprise our
readers to be told , that Freemasonry has a large
literature of its own and one that is rapidly in.
creasing ? Indeed , at this moment, we may fairly
point to such works as D. M. Lyon's History of
the Lodge of Edinburg h, Findel's History of
Freemasonry, Steinbrenner's Smaller Essay,
Mack ey's Encyclopaedia , Fort's History of Free-
masons, Bro. Hughan 's Collection of the Con-
stitutions, and many more, as works of which as
an Order we may all be proud, critically. In Ger-
many especially, the writings of Kloss, Krause,
Mossdorff , Winzer, Fessler, Schauberg, and
many others deserve the highest commendation ,
archaeolog ically, intellectually, and scientificall y.
We will, therefore, leave Mr. Heckethorn in all
of contemptuous silence henceforth to his own re-
markable display of knowledge of our Fraternity,
whether as regards its real history, its true teach-
ing, its literature or its habits, its endeavours
or its end. Some thirty years ago Kloss pub-
lished his remarkable " Biblographie der Frei-
maurerei ," which must ever remain the great
" vade mecum " of Masonic bibliomaniacs, and
the one text book of Masonic Bibliogra phy.
That work contained close upon the names of 6000
works, and many publications have been issued
yearly since from the German, French, Ameri-
can (including Scotch and Irish), and Dutch Ma-
sonic press, to say nothing of many minor con-
tributions from other countries. Indeed, we do not



know of another Order in existence which has
on the whole such a very wonderful amount
of actual literature to offer , alike to its " alumni "
and to the " profane world." No doubt amid
ths " wheat " there is a good deal of " chaff" ;"
no doubt too all that often passes under the
name of Masonic literature does not deserve the
name at all . We have, we admit , to make
many deduction s from the gross total , in conse-
quence of uncritical theories, unreliable state-
ments, and empirical views. But when we pe-
ruse the careful pages of Kloss we must be struck
not only by the diversity of subjects but the
wideness of range which mark our Masonic
literature! History and tradition , ritual and
laws, attack and defence, poetry ancl the
drama , philosophy and archaeology, numisma-
tology and biogra phy, all are there classified
and abounding, and every collector of Masonic
books is full y aware how many Masonic
works really exist, and how many even of which
for the most parfc we know nothing about. And
the only way to bring such knowledge home to
the minds of Freemasons is the creation of Ma-
sonic libraries. There are plenty of Masonic
works, old and modern , to be found , and every
Masonic library at a reasonable outlay, and under
the advice of a competent librarian , can now
procure many curious productions to fill its
shelves. In our op inion it has long been a
standing reproach to our Order that our libraries
are so sparse and our readers so few. We believe
that the absence of libraries has tended to en-
courage and add to our Craft apath y on the
subj ect. At any rate, the t ime seems to have
come when in all our Masonic halls libraries
should be formed and books should be collected ,
and readers and students should both he encour-
raged. We think we have said enough to
show that there is no real difficulty in the matter ,
if only we will but have it so. The stap le product
is forthcoming, and all that is really wanted is
pecuniary support or generous aid. To our
younger and sapient brethren , " Verbum sat."

ROMAN CATHOLIC INTOLERANCE.

Our readers will , we fear, be almost tired of
such a subject, and yet we seem to have no other
course left open to us, but again to call attention
to the mournful and indubitable fact. We publish
a very sad recital of a very lamentable outbreak
of Roman Catholic feeling against a Freemason
and a Protestant in South America , and we beg
to invite the attention of Roman Catholics them-
selves to it. An English Freemason and Pro-
testant, Bro. Wallace, was intened in the public
cemetery at Guayacan. After a time it was
quite clear, by ocular demonstration , that the
coffin had been disturbed , and , as we understand
the painful recital, the body removed from the
coffin. And , what adds to the grotesque barbarity
of the whole proceeding, a cross appears to have
been marked on the wall of the cemetery near to
the grave, to point out , we suppose, what had
been effected in the name of religion, peace, and
charity, and , above all , professedl y in His blessed
Name who came to show love and pity to all
the human race, and died on the actual cross to
save all mankind. A more saddening narrative
of bigotry never was sent to us, a more depres-
sing evidence of human intolerance never came
before our notice. We are accustomed, indeed , to
fierce anathemas and bellicose bishops ; we have
read, and read quitecalml y, unfounded calumnies
and bitter incriminations. We have even got
quite accustomed to the violence of Ultramon-
tane abuee, and the assertions and announcements ,
equally erroneous and untrue, of so-called Infal-
lible authority. But to realise that the war with
the living is to be perpetuated in the quiet ceme-
tery, to know that death , which levels all dis-
tinctions, closes all debates , and hushes all strife, is
not, fromthe Ultramontane view , to put an end to
the rancour or the antagonism of earth , is, indeed ,
most painful .to every thoughtful  mind. For
surely, j ust as we cannot carry away our riches
with us when we are deposited in the silent
grave , when, as children of the dust, we find
our common level, so surely in the one resting-
place of humanity, there should be deposited the
ang ry passions and the intolerant animosities
which divide us from one another here, and mar

the peaceful progress of society with hateful
variance and cruel strife. Indeed , moralists ancl
philosophers have often rejo iced to think and to
believe there was one spot where human passions
would be stilled , where the bitter hatred and the
deadl y dislike might be unknown , when over the
excited imagination , the busy brain , the perverse
disposition , and the tenacious will, might fall , so
to say, the peaceful slumber of that intermediate
state, which stretches out in its unfathomable
mystery and silence, and sternness and repose,
between earth and Heaven , between time and
etermly. The popular saying has ever been ,
whether sound or unsound , or even "humbug," as
Archdeacon Grantlev remarked , " di mortuis nil
nisi bonum ," and we all of us more or less feel ,
we believe, be we who we may, that in the grave
all enmities should end , and in death all old
guefs, and comp laints , and wrath should be at
any rate forgotten. But the Church of Rome,
with hazardous boldness, seems to say, " I am
above the ' consensus' of humanity ; I ignore the
most deeply rooted sentiments of mortals.
' Extra Ecclesiam nulla salus ;' and for those who
defy my laws, for those who reject my teaching,
who claim liberty of conscience, or avow a
difference of belief , I have curses while living ;
I have no forg iveness when dead." For we feel
sure of this, that were it not for this detestable
teaching, worthy onl y of the " Avocato del
Diabolo ," Roman Catholics , who are not unlike
other men, would never be consenting parties to,
or share in , snch revolting inhumanity, by which
affection is deep ly wounded , and which is indeed
an outrage on every kindl y feeling of the human
race. But we have said enough on so humiliating
a topic, humiliating alike to all who , like our-
selves, believe in the regeneration of humanity.
And havin g called attention to the subject , as
was our imperativ e duty, we leave it in all its
morbid sadness of stern and indubitable truth , to
the bitterest of Ultramontane assailants, and the
appreciation of our universal brotherhood.

For the Week ending Friday, December 31 , 187- ;.

SATURDAY , DECEMBER 25.
I N S T R U C T I O N .

Manchester , 77, London-st., fitzroy-square.
Lily, Greyhound , Richmond.
'tar , Marquis ot Granby, New Cross-road.
Sinai Chapter , Union Tav., Air-st., Regent-st.

MONDA Y, DECEMBER 27.
Lodge 27, Pythagorean , Ship Mot., Greenwich .

I N S T R U C T I O N .
Prince Leopold , Lord Stanley Tav., Kingsland.
Strong Man , Jerusalem Tav., St. John's Gate.
Sincerity, Railway Tav., Fenchurch-street Station.
Camden , Stanhope Arms , Up. James-st., Camden To.
Eastern , Royal Hot.. Mile-end-road.
St. James's Union , Union Tav , Air-sf., Regent-st.
Wellington , White Swan , Deptford.
West Kent , St. Saviours College, Forest-hill
Perfect Ashlar , Victoria Tav., Lower-id., Rotherhithe.
Sydney, White Hart Ho., Church-rd., UppcxNorwood.
Metropolitan , Coach and Ilorses Hot., 313, Strand.

TUESDAY , DECEMBER 28.
Lodge 205, Israel , City Terminus Hot., Cannon-st.

„ 1158 , Southern Star , Montpellier Tav., Wahvoith.
Chap. 7, Royal York of Perseverance , F. M. II .

IN S T R U C T I O N.
Yarborough , Green Dragon , Stepney.
Domatic, Surrey M. IL , Camberwell New-road.
Faith , 2, Westminster Chambers, Victoria-st.
'.'rince Fredk. Wm., Lord's Hot., St. John's Wood.
Dalhousie, King Kdward , Triangle, Hackney.
Prosperi ty, Gladstone Tav., Bishopsgate-st. Within.
St. Mary lebone , British Stores Tav., St. John 's Wood.
Constitutional , Wheatsheaf I Io., Hand-court , Holborn.
Percy, Grapes 'l av., Little Windmill-st., W.
Israel , Rising Sun Tav., Globe Road.
Royal Arthur , Prince's Head , York-road , Battersea.
Metropolitan Chapter, St. Michael' s Alley, Cornhill.
Beacontree, Red Lion , Leytonstone, at 8,

WEDNESDA Y, DECEMBER 29.
Lod gc^SyS, Temperance in the East , 6, Ncwbj -pi., Poplar.

I NSTRUCTION .
Mt. Lebanon , Windsor Cas. Tav., Southwark-bd g.-rd.
Pythagorean , Prince of Orange, Greenwich.
New Concord , Rosemary Branch Tav., Hoxton.

ME'I ROPOLITAN MASONIC MEETINGS

Royal Union , Horse and Groom , Winsley-st., Oxford.st
Confidence , White Hart Tav., Abch urch-lane.
Peckham , Maismore Arms , Park-road , Peckham .
Stanhope, Thicket Hot., Anerley.
Finsbury Park , Finsbury Park Tav., Seven Sisters '-rd.
Southwark , Southwark Park Tav., Southwark Park.
Duke of Connaught , Havelock Tav., Dalston , E.
United Strength , Grafton Arms, Kentish-town.
Mount Ed gcumbe, 19, Jermyn-street, St James's.
Islington , Crown and Cushion , London Wall.

THURSDAY , DECEMBER 30.
General Committee Girls ' School at 4.
Lodge 22 , Neptune, Guildhal l Tav., Gresham-sr.

I N S T R U C T I O N .
Egyptian , Hercules Tav., Leadenhall-st.
Fidelity, Yorkshire Grey, London-st. , W.
Finsbury Jolly Anglers' Tav., Bath.st., City-road.
United Mariners ', Three Cranes, Mile-end-road.
Whittington , Crown Tav., Holborn.
Temperance in the Easr, Catherinc-st., Poplar.
Ebury, 12 , Ponsonby-sf., Millbank .
Highgate, Bull and Gate, Kentish-town.
The Great City, I n , Cheapside.
High Cross, Coach & Horses, Hi gh-road, Tottenham.
Salisbury, Union Tav., Air-st., Regent-st.
Marquis of Ri pon , Albion Tav., Albion-rd. , Dalston .
Doric Chapter , Th ree Cranes Tav., Mile-end-tnad.
Prince Frederick William Chapter , St. John's Wood.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31.'
INSTRUCTION .

Union Waterloo , Thoinas-st., Woolwich.
St. George's, Globe Tav., Royal-hill , Greenwich.
Rotert Bums, Union Tav., Air-st., Regent-sr.
Belgrave, Lyceum Tav., 354, Strand.
Unions Emulation ( for M.AI.'s.), F. M. H.
Temperance , Victoria Tav., Victoria-road , Deptford.
Clapton , White Hart , Clapton.
Stability, Guildhall Tav., Gresham-sr.
Metropolitan , Portugal Hot., Fleet-st.
Westbourne, Ilorse i\: Groom , Winsle y-st., Oxford-st.
Metropolitan , Penton ville-road.
United Pilgrims, Surrey M. H., Camberwell New-road .
St. James's, New Tannets'Arms, Grange-rd., Bermondsey.
Duke of Edinburgh , Silver Lion , Penny-fields, Poplar.
Unric , Earl Grey Tav., Mile-end-road.
Burgoyne , Graiton Arms, Prince of Wales's-road, N.W.
St. Luke's, Commercial Tav.. King 's-road , Chelsea.
Chi gwell , Bald-faced Stag Hot., Buckhurst-hill .
ttiu-.te.tt Coutts, Approach Tav., Victoria Park.
Pythagorean Chapter, Prince of Orange, Grcenwi rh-rd.
Royal Standard , Finsbury Park Tav., Holloway.
Ranclagh , Clarendon Hot., Hammersmith.

COMPARATIVE COST OF THE BOYS'
SCHOOL.

Owing to press of matter , and our Christmas
number , we defer until next week our remarks on
this subje ct. Wc do so the more rc'di'l y as the
subject is not very pressing, nor , to say the truth ,
very important.

For the Week ending Saturday, January t , 187 6.

MONDAY , DECEMBER 27 .
Lod ge 14S , Li ghts , M. 11., Warrington.
Chap. 24 1, Friendshi p, M.I I., Liverpool.
Chap. 721 , Grosvenor , M. R., Eastgate-row, Chester.
Merchants' L. of I., M. H., Liverpool.

WEDNESDAY , DECEMBER 29.
Lod ge 139.-!, Hamer , 92 , l'verton-road , Liverpool .

,, 1570 , Prinee Arthur , 80, N. Hill-st., Liverpool.
Chap. 823, Everton , M. II., Liverpool.
Mark Lodge, 11 , Joppa , -j-j, Arg y le-st., Birkenhead.

THURSDAY , DECEMBER 30.
Lod ge 131.?, Fermor , M. II., South port.

MASONIC MEETINGS IN WEST LANCASHIRE AND
CHESHIRE.

For the Week ending Saturday, January 1, 1876.
All the Meetings take place at Eight o'clock.

MONDAY , DECEMBER 27.
Lodge 102, St. Mark , 233, Buchanan-st., Glasgow.

„ 103, Union and Crown , 170, Buchanan-st.
„ 219, Star, 12 , Irongate.
„ 362 , St. Clair , 25, Robcrtson-st.
„ 541, Marie Stuart , M. H., Crossbill.

Cuap. 122 , Thetis , 3-,, St. James-st., Glasgow.
TUESDAY , DECEMBER 28.

Lodge 413, Athole , 213, Buchanan-st.
„ 543, St. John 's, M. IL , Dalmuir.

"Chap. 67, Cathedral , 22 , Struthers-strcet , Calton.
„ 73, Caledonian Unity, 170 , Buchanan-st.

THURSDAY , DECEMBElt 30.
Lodge, 334 St. John , Castle Inn , New Cumnock.
Chap. 117, Govan , Poitland-buildings , Govan.

FRIDAY , DECEMBER 3 ',.
Lodge 51 , London , Black Bull Inn , Newmilns.

,, 118, St. Bride 's, Masonic Hall , Douglas.
„ 125, St. James's, Masons' Arms, Newton , Ayr.
„ 153, Royal Arch , Masonic Hall , Pollokshaws.
„ 236, Wilsontown , St. John , Forth Inn , Carn waith .
„ 347, St. John 's, Masonic Hall , Rutherg len.

Chap. 79, Commercial , 30, Hope-st.

MASONIC MEETINGS IN GLASGOW AND
VICINITY.

For the Week ending Saturday, January 1, 1876.

MONDAY , DECEMBER 2;.
Lod ge *49, St. Clair , F. II., George-st.

TUESDAY , DECEMBER 28.
Lodge I S J I , Defensive Band , Cockburn-street ,

FRIDAY , DECEMBER 30.
Lodge 223, Trafal gar, 54, Bc.nard-st., L?ith.

MASONIC MEETINGS IN EDINBURG H AND
VICINITY.



UN ITED ORDERS OF THE TEMPLE
AND HOSPITAL.

[Memorials against the New Statutes having
appeared in our columns from time to time, we
think it only fair to publish the following paper
issued from the Chancery, and which at the pre-
sent time cannot fail to interest such of our
readers as are Knights Templar.]
Sundry Memorials addressed to the Great Prior

having been circulated, and as these Memorials
contain variouscrrors, both as to facts and the
effect of the Statutes, thc following Commentary
on these Documents is designed io correct thc
erroneous impression created by such statements.
By the treaties with Scotland and Ireland of

the Sth October, 1867, aud 2 'j th November,
186S, it was provided that a joint committee of
the three kingdoms should be appointed to dra w
up Articles of Union. The Irish and English
members met, and ultimatel y, in 1S72 , com-
pleted statutes framed to meet the emergency of
the case.

The committee consisted of the following
gentlemen :—

On the part of England :—Sir P. Colquhoun,
the Rev. J. D. Huyshe,. R. Woof, Captain N.
G. Phillips, and J. Tepper. On thc part of
Ireland :—The Hon. Judge Townshend , the
Earl of Limerick, Colonel Francis Burdett , Cap-
tain N. G. Philips, and W. E. Gumblcton.

This committee drew up a unanimous report ,
which , having been submitted to Grand en-
clave in December, 1872 , was, after discussion ,
accepted.

A similar course was pursued in Ireland.
Thus these statutes were under consideration

between four and five years, and Grand Con-
clave, if it had confidence in the men it ap-
pointed, could not but accept the result so care-
full y prepared • how can it then with truth be
said , "that by reason of the hurried manner
in which the new statutes were brought forward ,
no consideration could be given to their pro-
bable effect , and the expediency of their enact-
ment ?"

Material alterations were requisite, not so much
in the existing national Governing Bodies, the
names alone of which were altered , as in the
creation and constitution of a new Supreme
Body, The Grand Conclave of England became
the Great Priory of England , and a similar
change was made in Ireland, both being bodies
subordinated to the Convent General, of which
H.R.H. the Prince of Wales was to assume the
Headship. The internal government of the two
component bodies was not interfered with ex-
cept in the election of the Great Priors, who are
now appointed by the Grand Master.

Il is, however, more than probable that many
who neither attended Grand Conclave, nor
troubled themselves to read the Biennia l Re-
ports, knew little or nothing ofthe matter , other-
wise their ignorance of the facts could not have
been thus used to mislead them.

The firs t grievance in the Dorsetshire Me-
morial, of which the others are for the most part
mere transcripts, is a general and unsupported
assertion , viz., that "the experience since ac-
quired of the effect and working of these new
statutes convinces the memorialists that they are
detrimental to the best interests of the Order,
and must inevitably in the course of time thin its
ranks and weaken its influence."

After this general and sweeping assertion the
memorial enters into detail.

First, it states it is undesirable to drop the
title " Masonic." Let it now be seen how this
matter stands.

It is acknowledged that the Order is a Chris-
tian Society. That the Masonic qualification is
indispensable is granted ; but , on the other
hand , it may be alleged that the word " Masonic"
is the exclusive right of Craft Masonry, and is
an assumption on the part of any other Secret
Society, for in Templary there is no Masonic
allegory. The Irish designate themselves as
Hi gh Templars. The Scotch do not assume it.
The American branch repudiates it as inappro-
priate, and as the assumption of the title of an-

other degree. As this prefix was an ii reduc-
tion of modern date and changed nothing in the
substance, the committee had no difficulty in ac-
ceding to its omission, but strengthened the
bond by adding the condition that a candidate
must not only be a R.A., but also a M.M. of
two years' standing.

As the old Order of the Temple was abolished
562 years ago, there is no other body which
assumes this title • the military virtues of the old
Knights are supposed to be represented as to thc
moral part by the new Order. Thc Articles of
Union of the Craft of 1813 acknowled ge it as a
chivalric degree attached to, but not incorpo-
rated with Masonry, and the clause is purely
permissive. The body therefore, be it called
what it may, is as much under the protection of
39 Geo. III., c. 79, and 57 Geo. III., c. 19, as
Craft Masonry, for all members are Craft
Masons, but few know that these statutes only
apply to Lodges existent at that time. These
Acts therefore do not protect even Craft Lodges
established since that date (1799;, and those pre-
ceptories only which were existent before that
date.

With respect to the nomenclature of the
Order, it is strange to find men persistently ad-
vocating the perpetuation of an historical
error.

The Masters of Temple houses were called
House Preceptors • the Masters of Provinces,
Great Preceptors. The head of the Order was
originally termed simply Master, or later Magnus
Magister, or Great Master. The word "grand "
was merely the French for great. Tlie equivalent
designation of the Hospitalers was Commander,
and their estates were called commanderies,
whereas those of the Templars were termed
Preceptories.

Tlie question of Past Rank has, too, been
misrepresented , and it is almost impossible to
conceive such ignorance of the statutes as that
alleged in the memorial.

Tormcrly he who had passed " thc Chair-"
was designated a Past Commander, that is a
retired Commander. The new statutes make
him an actual Preceptor for life, with the right of
voting in the Great Body, or Parliament of the
Order, so long as he continues to sub-
scribe to some Preceptory—nay, he may
cease to do so for any length of time—but so soon
as he places his name on the roll of any Precep-
tory his right and franchise revive • but in Craft
Masonry, if lie cease to subscribe for a year,his right lapses, and he becomes a mere Master
Mason, nor can lie recover his position and
franchise without again serving as Master of a
Lodge.

The position of the present Preceptor is
therefore improved : the office once given to
him is lasting. Should, however, those who
have served the office before the last statu tes
prefer the title of " Past " Preceptor they are
at liberty to adopt it, for all existing rights are
reserved .

Hie dignities of Grand Cross and Commander
are superadded : they take nothing from the
members, but give something in addition , and it
was considered by the joint committees it was
due to his Royal Highness, when he conde-
scended to assume the Headshi p of the Order,
that he should have the rights belonging to all
Crowned Heads, for in that light the Prince of
Wales must be considered in relation to the
Order; the more so since he had induced her
Majesty as head of the State, to take the Ordei
under her patronage and protection . No new
dignities or titles have been created in thc
Order ; they all existed in England , Scotland ,
or Ireland.

With regard to the Past Grand Rank, the
number of those who obtained it yearly were
twice as many as those who obtained the same
rank in the Craft , yet thc Temp le onl y counts
2,500 active members, while the Craft numbers
as many thousands.

1 he Provinces comp lain they cannot induce
the members to pay fees for Grand Rank except
it be permanent ; they could provide for their
necessary expenses by a small Cap itation Tax,
which would not press heavily, and so dispense
with the fees of office.

At present , cv.ry member pays to the Centra l
Authorit y an annual contribution of 3s. 6d. ;
London Craft Lodgea pay 4s., and Country
Lodges 2S.. yet the class which belong to the
latter are less able to pay these quarterages than
the members of the Temple, who, in fact, con-
tribute no more than Craft Masons. But as all
existing rights are reserved , those who held this
Past Grand Rank before the late statutes still
enjoy it , while those who have obtained Grand
Rank since have done so with the full knowledge
that it was an annual oflice.

To meet, however, any objection , the follow-
ing motion was passed at the Great Prior's
Council , and incorporated in its report to the
Great Priory in May, 1875, and l-- e Great Prior
has given effect to it by giving notice of amend-
ments for the next Convent General :—

" That a limited restoration of Past Rank is
desirable. That such Past Rank should only be
given to Great Officers , National Great
Officers , and Provincial Great Officers , and
also to the Great, and National , and Pro-
vincial Vice-Chancellors and Sub-Marshals,
provided these latter Officers have served
two years in their respective ranks."

Some offices , indeed the majority of them, are
purely nominal, others are permanent , and it
would be unreasonable to suppose that such as
have real duties to perform could be changed
annually ; under such a system, the Order would
fall into hopeless confusion.

Lastly, many members will be surprised to
learn that the changes now made were in sub-
stance advocated 13 years ago, as thc following
memorial shows ;—
Copy Memorial front the Province of Worcester)

laid before Committee, 1863.
THE ORDER OF KNIGHTS TEMPLAR , MALTA, &c.

To the Very High and Eminent the Deputy Grand
Master, the Very Eminent the Grand Chan*
cellor , the Provincial Grand Commander for
Kent , the Grand Treasure r, and the Grand
Registrar :—

The Knights of the Ancient Order of the Temple
and of Malta , in the Province of Worcester, assem-
bled in Provincial Grand Conclave on the 2nd day
of October, 1862, having ascertained that a com-
mittee has been appointed by the Grand Conclave
of England to revise the statutes of the Order ,
desire to offer a few suggestions , which they trust
may not be deemed unworthy of consideration.
They are induced to venture these suggestions from
a sincere desire to advance and exalt thc Order,
and from a wish to see it more closely assimilated
with the brilliant and picturesqu e model presented
by the early chivalrous constitution from which it
is supposed to be descended.

The suggestions which are respectfull y offered for
the consideration of the committee are—

1. That thc title of the Order be " Thc Royal
Exalted Order of Knights Templar and Kni ghts of
St. John of Jerusalem."— {Burnes' Hist., p. 63.)

It is conceived that the additions , " Relig ious
and Military " and " Masonic " arc unnecessary, as
being qualities of the Order and qualifications for
it which form no essential part of its name or title.

2. That resting upon traditional belief it may be
declared hy thc statutes lhat the Order of the
Temple is descended and perpetuated from tlie
ancient Constitution, and that on the suppression
of the Templars by the Statute " dc terris Tcm-
plariorum," 17 Edward II., Stat. 3, A.D. 1324, they
were probabl y incorporated with the Knights Hos-
pitallers of St. John of Jerusalem , now commonly
known as Knights of Malta.— (Burnes' Hist., p. 73.)

It appears a reasonable supposition that an in-
corporation of the Order may have obtained in this
country, as well as in Scotland , where it cannot be
disputed , and this appears to have been the belief
of the present constitution of the Order-prior to the
edition of statutes now in force.— (Burnes' Hist.,
P- 63.)

3. That every Initiate be received into both
Orders as one.

4. That the dignities of the Order as distinguished
from the titles of its Officers , be Knights Grand
Cross, Kni ghts Commander, and Kni ghts Com-
panion.— (Statutes of the Scoth. Templars,
p. 9. Vertot's Knights of Malta , small edition,
v. 5, p. 24 1, and thc present Order in Por tugal and
Italy.)

5. I hat each country holding under the Grand
Conclave be constituted a Grand Priory, and be
governed by a Grand Prior.

6. That each country or such other district as
may be assigned (now called a "Province ") he
constituted and called a " Preceptory ."—.(Sec
Letter herewith, Mar. 28, 1863. R. W,



j .  That thc present Provincial Grand Com-
manders be called " Preceptors " during office.

8. That all installed Grand Priors and Precep-
tors with such other Kni ghts Commanders as may
be distinguished by patent of the Grand Master be
Kni ghts Grand Cross for life.— (Si/e Letter here-
with, Mar. 28, 1863. R. W.)

9. That all " Eminent Commanders " be called
" Commanders " during office.

10. That all installed Commanders be Kni ghts
Commanders for life.—(See Letter, R. W.)

11. That the jewel of a Knight Grand Cross be a
gold cross of eight points, two inches and-a-half
across, enamelled white , bearing on the centre a
cross patlcc,enairicHcd gules, and surmounted by the
Grand Master's crown , worn round thc neck, pen-
dant from a gold or gilt collar.— (Burnes' If ist .,
P* 5-)

12. That the jewel of a Knight Commander be of
thc same size and kind , worn round the neck pen-
dant from a scarlet ribbon edged with white.

13. That thc jewel of a Kni ght Companion be of
thc same kind , but measuring an inch and-a-half
across , or of smaller size if preferred , worn on the
left breast from a similar ribbon.

This appears to be only a restitution of the old
jewels as to Commanders and Companions. The
Provincial Grand Commanders appear to have
been distinguished by a gold patriarchial cross, but
the foregoing suggestions seem to give greater
uniformity and preserve thc one form of jewel.

14. That the star be worn only by Grand Crosses
and Commanders, and that it be of distinctive form
for each rank.

15. That the tri ple, double, and patriarchial cross
he used as heretofore , but onl y as badges of office
instead of as jewels of the Order , and be not worn
after expiration or resignation of office except on the
mantle.

16. That thc hood of the mantle be lined with
silk of a distinctive colour. For a Grand Cross or
Gran d Officer who is a Kni ght Commander , of
violet : for a Kni ght Commander or Grand Officer
who is not a Knight Commander , of scarlet ; and
for a Kni ght Companion , of white.

17. That if any additional j ewel be deemed desi-
rable in distinct perpetuation of the Order of Saint
John , it be a gold cross of eight points enamelled
white , siirinounted by an Imperial Crown, and
worn on thc left breast pendant from a black
ribbon.—(Prom a History p ublished about 1800.)

18. That thc velvet belt and apro n now in use be
discontinued , and a narrow sword belt substituted ,
of black leather, with a silver clasp for Knights
wearing white hoods , and of red , with a gold clasp,
for Kni ghts wearing violet or scarlet hoods.—
(Scotch Statutes, p. 22. '

19. That thc term "baldrick " be discontinued ,
and "ribbon of investiture " substituted , and the
ribbon thereby restored to its original purpose.—
(History of 1800.)

20. That a crosshiltcd sword be used , without
specify ing or restricting any particular pattern.

2r .  That right be reserved to present members of
thc Order to wear all such jewels as they have been,
heretofore entitled to wear.

It is thoug ht that these suggestions need not in
any way interfere with thc use of the Jewels of the
Grand Conclave , which were thc handsome gift of
the late Grand Master , as they are essentiall y
Badges of Office , as distinguished from Jewels of
Rank in the grades of the Order.

These suggestions arc offered on historic and
anti quarian grounds , in the belief that they com-
prise alterations consistent with thc regulations of
thc ancient Orders, and they arc earnestly and con-
fidently commended to the consideration of the
committee with thc intent alone that thc modern
constitution shall be advanced and secured in
dignity and position.

Given under my hand in the Provincial Grand
Conclave of the Province of Worcester, on thc clay
and year first before written.

(Si gned) II. C. VERNON ,
Provincial Grand Commander.

I have carefull y perused thc above, and feel so
pleased with the suggestions that I have laid them
before my Provincial Grand Conclave with an
earnest recommendation lo the Sir Kni ghts to give
them their best support.

(Signed) CHAS. J xo. VIGNE ,
Prov. Gr. Comr., Dorset .

13th Oct., 1S62.
Instead of the ranks of the Order being thin-

ned iis asserted , they have numerical l y increased ,
the bust test of which is thc greatly increasing
number of certificates issued from the Chancery
of the Order.

The members of the Order are invited
thoug htful l y to consider those matters for them-
selves, in that spirit of moderation and fairness
which onl y can promote the good of the Order.

22 , Chancery-lane , London , W.C.
November, 1875,

" SINGULA QU/1QUE LOCUM. SORTITA
DECENTER."

We have been requested to publish the follow-
ing report of a meeting called by circular, ad-
dressed " to those gentlemen who, as Ancient,
Free, and Accepted Masons under the Grand
Lodge of England , signed a petition in Jul y last,
directed to his Royal Highness the Prince of
Wales, as Grand Master of the Order in Eng-
land."

Thc brethren who had petitioned tlie Grand
Lodge of England in Jul y of this year for a war-
rant to be granted to English resident brethren
in Belgium , to form a Masonic Lodge under the
English Constitution , was called together on
Wednesday evening, the 3rd Nov. , to receive the
official reply received.

Colonel Kemeys Tynte, P.P.G.M., the Master-
Elect of the English Lodge " in spe," occupied
the chair. Pie stated in opening the proceed-
ings of the evening that he was exceedingly dis-
appointed in having to communicate to the
brethren the answer he had received from thc
Grand Lodge, but that, as members of that illus-
trious body, thc Free and Accepted Masons of
England , there remained but one course open ,
and that was to obey the decrees of the govern-
ing body. He then proceeded to read the reply,
which was signed by Bro. Tohn Hervey, Grand
Secretary . It was to thc effect that previous to
the departure of his Royal Highness the Prince
of W*ales for India , the petition of the brethren
had been laid before him , but that he regretted
he could not accede to their request, as his
doing so might be considered as an innovation
of a Foreign Masonic Jurisdiction , and a breach
of Masonic usage and etiquette.

Having read the communication , Colonel
Kemcys-Tynte invited any of the brethren
present who might wish to make some sugges-
tions or observations on the subject matter, to
do so.

Bro. W. C. A. Rccttger, P.M., and P.Z., the
Senior Warden-elect , then rose, and expressed
his deep regret at what had been just commu-
nicated to the meeting. He said he was the
more sorry as there were several candidates who
would have been happy to be initiated into the
much-coveted mysteries of thc Order, but  who
were now lost to the Fraternity, as they were
only agreeable to take " that mystic step" under
the guarantee of a National Lodge, i.e., Grand
Lodge of England. There were a great many
English brethren resident in Belgium , who,
although they quite appreciated the objects
English Masons have in view, in common with
thc Fraternity in Belgium , more especiall y
charity and brotherl y love, they yet felt strangers
in the Lodges of this country, where, partl y
through the imperfect knowledge of the lan-
guage, and partl y throug h difference 111 Rite ,
they did not feel at home, and consequently
very rarely visited Belgian Lodges. Although
bowing to the decision of thc Grand Lodge, he
said he trusted some means might be found
available to bring about the so much desired
object—the establishment of an English Lodge,
besides the alread y existing Lodges, which are
under the "Rite Ecossaise moderne," for he
was quite certain there was amp le room for
both. Moreover, from his personal knowled ge
of the di gnitaries of the Grand Orient of Bel-
gium , he was quite sure that they would be very
much pleased to sec an Eng lish Lodge exist in
Belgium , besides the already-established Belgian
Lodges.

Bro. I ltimberslon , P.M., made similar re-
marks, and expressed a hope that the wishes of
the brethren mi ght yet be crowned with success.

After various other observations from the
brethren present , all testif y ing to thc great regret
felt about the polite, yet distinct refusal , and
agreeing in the course to be taken—that  is, im-
plicit obedience to the decrees of the Grand
Locke to which they belong,

Bro. Rccttger rose, and , in addressing Col.
Tynte, and the other brethren , said—Right
Worshi pful Sir and Brethren , it is now my pleas-
ing duty of returning lo our Master-elect (the
gallant and Right Worshipful Brother Col.

Kemeys Tynte) our most heartfelt and sincere
thanks for the great interest and trouble he has
taken in aiding our united endeavours to bring
about the establishment of an English Lodge in
Brussels. That we have not succeeded , sir, is
not for want of interest on your part. Your
name alone, which may be almost looked upon
as a pass-word in Masonry, would have been
sufficient guarantee to have had our prayers
granted , had there been a possibility of this
being done by his Royal .Highness the Grand
Master ; but, suffice it to say, Right Worshi pful
Sir, that, although we have not been successful
in our most earnest endeavours, we are full y
sensible of the great and sincere interest and
support you have given to our petition. I am
exceedingly sorry, sir, that I have not that How
of language at my command to express all that
I—and I am certain my brethren feel—im-
pressed with the sentiments of gratitude. Be
assured , however, Right Worshipful Brother,
that our sentiment and wishes are sincere.
May, then , the Great Architect of the Universe
permit you to sojourn a long time yet among us,
and to remain an ornament amongst thc Rulers
of the Craft to which we all have thc honour to
belong.

Colonel Kemeys Tynte tendered his heartfelt
thanks to Bro. Rccttger and the other brethren
for thc kind sentiments expressed towards him.
He said he valued the words that had just been
spoken , all thc more because he knew that they
were not meant as flattery, but proceeded from
a sincere desire of giving some appreciation to
the very triflin g assistance he had rendered lo
thc movement. He begged in the meantime to
assure the brethren present that , should there
be at any future time a chance of seeing their
wishes as to the establishment of a Lodge, under
the English Constitution , realised , he would
come forward and do all in his power to further
that object.

Bro. Col. Whitle then rose and tendered his
thanks to the Chairman on behalf of the absent
brethren. He said—Right Worshi pful Sir and
Brother , I am commissioned by thc absent
brethren to return to you , sir , their heartfelt
thanks for the efforts you have made to support
their prayer for a Craft Lodge to be held in
Brussels, and , on their behalf , to bow to the
decision of thc Grand Lodge of England. We
are well aware, as Bro. Rccttger says , that , had
it been possible to grant our prayer, no name on
the time-honoured roll of Free ancl Accepted
Masons could have carried greater weight than
yours, Right Worshipful Sir. It now devolves
upon me to ask you, sir, in the name of the
brethren who signed the petition , to accept from
my hands all the correspondence and docu-
ments relating to this our effort to establish an
English Lodge in Brussels, wilh the hope that
the Great Architect of the Universe may take
you and yours into His keeping, until  you are
translated to the Great Lodge above. " So
mote it be '."

Nil. Dr.si 'KRANDUM. —True hope is based on energy
of character. A strong mind always hopes, because il
knows the mutability of human affairs, ami how sli ght a
cii'Ctim.si.iiiL'c may clungo (lie whole course ol events.
Sucli a spirit , too, rests upon itself , and it is 11 t confined
lo partial views or to one particular object , am] if at last
all should be lost , it has saved itself, its own integ rity and
worth. Hope awakens courage , while despondency is
the last of all evils; it is the abandonment of good , the
giving up of the bat lie of life wilh dead nothingness.
He who can imp lant courage in thc human soul is its best
phy ician.

Goon W INS * NKKHS NO H USH . — In the spring of
1S74, a dail y contempora ry writing of The Genera l
Expenditure A- surancc Company, says :—l! y a clever
and happ il y conceived airangemenl , so simp le and judi -
ciutt s that it is wonderful il was imt tliou -j lit of before,
the company is enabled tu assure the return of all money
spent for the ordinary wanls of life. At this festive
season , to all fillers, this information will be nn ad dition
of " good cheer ," and we commend the pamp hlet , brim-
ful of information , publisned by 1 he Genera l Expenditure
Assurance Company, obtainable at llieir severa l offices ,
and Smith and Son 's K.-.ilu-ay-bookslalls—to die notice
of heads of families and our readers generally. Prom
the period above-named the company lias rap idl y ex-
tended its operations ; the trade members are numbered
by thousands , and the success of the Coupon Trading
System is now assured . In addition lo the London
Office, 8, Old Jewry, E.C,, Branch Offices .ire established
in Dublin , Liverpool , .Yew-castle, Bti g/ilon , and olliei "
chief town s. J!ro. the Hon. V. Wal pole, M. I'., P. Grand
Master of Norfolk , is a trustee ofthe Company.



OUR GRAND-MASTER ELEPHANT
HUNTING.

We are indebted to tbe Times for the following
animated description of a day of hard work , and
no little risk :—

All Sunday night rain gathered in the roof of
our calico and bamboo dwellings. When Mon-
day morning dawned , the landscape was
shrouded in steaming vapour, but preparations
for the elephant drive were actively begun. At
6 all were ready, and the Prince turned out in a
broad-brimmed solar topee, a dark shooting suit
and knickerbock ers, and those necessary articles
called leech-gaiters, which are required to baffle
the efforts of the Ceylon leeches to suck travel-
lers dry. The jung le in which the elep hants
were abiding was about seven miles from Ruan-
wella, and horses were sent on to await the
party, and take them by a bridle-path to the
Krael.

Lord Aylesford , Dr. Fayrer, Lord . C. Beres-
ford. Mr. Hall, Mr. Fisher, ancl Mr. Varian went
ahead in a mail coach . The Prince, with Lord
Sufiield and Major-Genera l Probyn, escorted by
two Lancers of the Governor's Body Guard ,
followed in a carriage. Mr. Birch, Mr. Filz-
George, Lieutenant Thackwell , and I closed the
rear. Wc drove through a wooded country,
sparsely peopled , in which the view was shut in
by walls of dense forests. Men and children
flocked to the roadside to see the cortege pass,
but women were not visible once. On the main
road the people were more 'numerous. At  8
our carriage pulled up at a small village, called,
I believe, Algeda, where several hundred Cin-
galese were congregated. Two or three saddle-
horses were standing by thc roadside. " Where
is the Prince ?" exclaimed Mr. Birch. " He has
gone," was thc rep ly. Mr. Birch was in despair.
Lieutenant Thackwell mounted and rode after
him. Mr. Campbell , of the Police, galloped
off, and Mr. Varian set out on foot, but thc
Prince reached the ferry at Avisawella, nearly
three miles, before he was overtaken and brought
back to the place which had been overshot so
unaccountabl y. There was a chance that the
delay would have proved very injurious , for the
beaters had begun to drive nearl y two hours
before the Prince was at his post. Meanwhile
Mr. Fiu-Gcorgc ancl I resolved to walk to thc
rendezvous . A path, deep-trodden by many
feet, led by the side of a clear stream through
the forest, but the impressions of solitude were
dissipated by the appearance of police sentries
guarding the path. After proceeding half a
mile we came to some bamboo huts and the
embers of watch-fires. There we found some
huts, in which bread , eggs, and fruit were on sale.
Besides elephants, some thousand men had
been engaged for more than a fortnight mak-
ing the road, watching and constructing the
Kraal. We then passed two barriers guarded
by police, ancl finall y arrived at a raised plat-
form, on which we found Lord Aylesford , Dr.
Fayrer, and others, awaiting the arrival of the
Prince. The platform was, in fact , a grand
stand, from which we looked down on a
stockade. Outside, running across thc jungle
from the valley, up thc hillside, was a kind of
net, into which , when it was opened , the
beaters could drive the elephants after they had
been forced past the high rock on which thc
Prince was to be placed. In the jung le at thc
other side of the stockade, trees, creepers, and
bamboos were so thick that 20 or 30 yard s off
the stockade could hardly be seen. Beyond
was the impenetrable forest gloom.

At 9 the Prince arrived , but the yells of the
beaters had been audible some time before. We
proceeded at once to the Prince s stand inside
thc forest , and , attended , by Lord C. Beresford ,
Mr. Fisher, and Mr. Varian , noted the shots.
Mr. Hall was placed within sight on a similar
stand in a tree. No one else was allowed in-
side. 'What followed may be told shortly,
thou gh it lasted for a long time. In the jung le
were two herd s, one an old tusker, charged with
the death at different times of four European
sportsmen and of many cattle, with thre e females,
kept apart from another herd of seven elephants.

When the beaters came up the latter put them-
selves under a leader whose courage and cool-
ness were only equalled by his sagacity and
strategical skill. The animal not only refused
to be driven in the direction wished for, but ,
charging the line of beaters at the head of his
column, he broke through them again and again,
driving them up trees for shelter, and compara-
tively spoiling the sport. So hour after hour
passed. " One herd," cry out the beaters, " is
coming nearer"—just as in a deer drive in the
Highlands ; and every eye was strained to
pierce the * forest depths where bamboos and
young trees cracked like pistol shots beneath
the tramping of hoofs. Every ear listened for
the report of the Prince's rifle, as they must be
close to the Prince. The platform was deserted ,
and every one crossed to the Kraal armed with
bamboos to thrust through the interstices and
chive back the elephants. The Natives were
expectant , but silent, the old chief who directed
the proceedings walking to and fro in a state of
great agitation. Suddenl y the cries of the
beaters ceased , and the crashing and snapping
noise m the jun gle receded. The tusker had
broken through. 11, J2, 1 o'clock came and
went, still no shot was fired. Thrice the Prince
caught a glimpse of a ridge like the top of a
loaf of brown bread moving swiftly through the
jungle. A susp icion arose that the Chief was
playing falsely. He was to have whatever ele-
phants could be kraaled, and if the Prince fired
there was small chance of driving them outwards
to the enclosure ; so it was supposed he had
given secret orders to dodge the Prince's stand
it possible, and he was told that if the Prince
did not get a shot the Kraal would be destroyed
that night. Perhaps he was wronged.

About 2 o'clock, when the Prince had been
five hours on the stand, a report came that the
old tusker and the three ladies he was guarding
so devotedly had separated from the herd of
seven , and had escaped clean away through the
beaters into the forest. Before the tusker got
away Lord Suffield sent to the Prince for leave
to go and shoot him when he was reported to be
close, but the Prince thought it would be best
to wait , so he got off without being shot at.
Even then several of the animals were un-
manageable. In vain thc beaters yelled like de-
mons ; they were charged, routed , and obliged
to run up the hill and descend in rear of the
herd , and begin again. At last it was resolved
to app ly the ordeal of fire which elephants so
much dread , and dried timbers were piled up in
a line to windward . Mr. Fisher and Mr. Varian
marshalled the beaters once more, and permis-
sion was given to fire on the elephants in the
rear to urge them on. Presently a couple of
shots were heard , the branches shook, trees were
crushed . On rushed an elephant , like some
great rock tearing down a hillside, to within 20
yards of the Prince, who fired ancl hit him in
the head , but he went on and was lost. At this
moment up came Mr. Fisher, ancl said, " Sir,if you will come with me I can get you a shot.
I have wounded an elephant , and think you can
kill him." Lord Suffield , hearing thc Prince
fire, joined him just as he set out creep ing
through thc dense jungle, with Mr- Fisher and
Mr. Varian on each side in front , and Lord
C. Beresford , Mr. Robertson , and Mr. Hall in
the rear. Hats were lost and clothes torn , the
heat was great, and it was impossible to see two
yards ahead. Suddenl y a small elephant which
had been wounded was discovered. Thc Prince
fired cooly at him , and thc elep hant dropped
ancl lay as if dead. Mr. Hall stopped to take a
sketch , but the elephant  began to move, and
then to kick , and finall y to get on his legs,
whereupon Mr. Hall , doubting whether with a
lead pencil he could challenge an encounter ,
sought safety in temporary fli ght. Thc native
heaters got up the trees. Mr. Fisher and Mr.
Varian became uneasy and alarmed , for ele-
phants were heard close at hand , but they could
not be seen. At* any moment an elephant ,
driven mad by passion , might rush out upon
the Prince where evasion and escape were hope-
less, for in such a dense jung le no man could do
more than creep. Lord Sufiield and Mr. Ro-
bertson were astonished at the agitation evinced

by the practised hunters, but the Prince s aim
was as steady as il he were out pheasant shoot-
ing. All at once Mr. Fisher perceived an ele-
phant as if in the very act of charging not ten
yards off. The Prince fired and struck it in
the side of the head, and it disappeared in the
jungle. In a few minutes more an elephant was
seen by the side of the inlet, where the bush was
not so dense. The Prince fired , and the great
beast fell over on its side and lay dead in a
a stream, where it dammed up the waters. The
Cingalese and Europeans dashed into the stream,
and the Prince cut off the tail of the animal
according to custom, and the crowd cheered
again and again as the Prince was seen standing
on the prostrate body.

It was getting dark and quite tune to get out
of the jun gle. The Prince, wet, streaming with
perspiration , his clothes torn , returned, amid
continued cheering, to the road side, where car-
riages were waiting to take him to Avisawella.
As soon as his back was turned the Cingalese
cut off pieces of the ear of the elephant as
trophies. So far the day had ended well. Seven
hours of patient waiting had been rewarded ,
but when the Prince arrived at Hanvele, where
Governor Gregory and others were waiting to
receive him , having come down the river by
boat, he dismayed them by laughingly nar-
rating how he had been upset on his way. Lord
Aylesford was on the box beside the driver.
General Probyn, Lord C. Beresford , and Mr.
FitzGeorge were inside with the Prince. At
the corner of a small bridge, where there was
a smal l deep ditch, the carriage went right over,
flinging the occupants or. each other. The ve-
hicle was broken, but no one was hurt , and
there was a hearty laugh at the misadventure.

A MASONIC BALL AT GEORGETOWN
BRITISH GUIANA.

The Ball given by the Union Lodge of Free-
masons, in the Assembly Rooms on the 19th
November, was, as Mr. Longden characterised it, in
replying to the toast of " The Governor," ' superb
and magnificent. As the Masons of the Union
Lodge had on several previous well-remembered
occasions, given substantial proofs of their possess-
ing amongst their other secrets, the secret of giving
a brilliant and successful ball , the present party,
from the time it was announced , was looked forwa rd
to with eager interest by those who had had the
good fortune to receive an invitation , and there
was much speculation as to whethet thc present
would surpass in excellence the ball given in 1871,
which , after a lapse of four years, still maintained
its position in the popular estimation , as the best
ball ever given here. It required a very short
survey of the hall to convince the hundreds of
guests present , that thc former entertainment would
have to rank second to its successor. The deco-
ration of the hall had been left to Bro. C. B. Hamil-
ton , J.W., and Bro. F. A. S. Lambert, I.G., and the
admirable selection of the general style of deco-
ration , together with the exquisite taste disp layed
in carry ing out the details, received unquali fied
praise. Tlie decorations were very full y and
correctly described by a contemporary in a para-
grngh, which we take the liberty of making use of
here, with some slight alterations and addenda :—
The staircase was decorated with palm leaves and
plants in ornamental pots, and spanned by arches
of evergreens , relieved by bouquets of flowers . The
sweep from the head of the staircase to the entrance
of the ball-room was draped with blue anQ white,
with the monogram of the Lodge, tastefully deco-
rated wilh flowers on cither hand. The western
end of thc room presented to view ten pillars,
representing thc five orders of architecture in
dup licate, supporting a screen , thc space between
thc pillars hung with massive folds of many
coloured and rich-looking drapery. In the centre,
and immediately in front of this screen , was the
throne of thc Master of the Lodge, which stood on
an elevated dais covered with blue and white cloth
and flanked on each side with two minor platforms
covered with crimson , the whole extending across
the entire breadth of the room. In front of thc
dais stood two noble looking columns capped
respectivel y with a terrestrial and celestial globe,
and which on other occasions, we understand ,
form part of thc furniture ofthe Lodge. The arches
between thc pillars which support the reof on either
side were festooned with blue and white, the apex
of each being picked out with a Masoni c emblem.
On the pillars , hung alternatel y the banners of thc
Kni ghts Templar and others bearing Masonic
devices. These pillars also boie ornaments of blue



nnd white drapery, which covered thc stems of
bunches of flowers disposed around them. The
eastern end of the room, in front of thc orchestra ,
was draped with white and crimson , and bore
monograms containing combinations of initials
appropriate to the occasion. Thc centrep iece
consisted of a tro phy of flags, surrounding the
1'iince of Wales' plumes, resting on a handsomel y
gilded star. A large quantity of rare and beautiful
plants imparted to this end of the room a garden-
like and deli ghtfull y cool and refreshing appear-
ance. The sides of the room above the arches
were covered with Masonic devices florall y deco-
rated and the roof was studded with silver stars
arranged lo represent several of the best known
constellations. Thc appearance of the well-lighted
aud brilliantl y decorated room, enlivened with the
moving fi gures of gai ly dressed ladies and jewel
bedecked Alasons was dazzling beyond description.

The guests were received by thc Worshipful
Master Jacobs seated on his throne , wearing thc
regalia of office, and supported on his right by
Senior Warden Van Eeden and on his left by
Junior Warden Hamilton , Immediately after the
arrival of his Excellency and Mrs. Longden , the
first quadrille was arranged, and from that time till
fiveo'clock the following inorningthe floor was alive
with thc dancers' busy feet. In the opening quad-
rille the Masons of the Blue Lodge formed two
sets at the head or eastern end of thc hall ; the
" Master's" quadrille was made up as follows :—
Worshipful Master Jacobs Mrs. Longden
The Governor Miss Jacobs
Senior Warden Van Eeden Miss Klicn,
Junior Warden Hamilton Mrs. Van Eeden
Worshipful Past Master Imlach Mrs. Jeffrey
Senior Deacon McOowan Mrs. Philli ps
Worshipful Master Bracker, Concordia

Lodge, Surinam Mrs. McGowan
Inner Guard Lambert Mrs. Luckie.

There were four Masonic quadrilles on the pro-
prame. The first was that of the Blue Lodge ; the
second , No. 5 on the programe, the Royal Arch ;
the third , No. 11 on the programme, the Knigh t
Templars;andthefourth , No. iS the Rosicrucians.
When the programme was half gone through, the
company formed a procession , and—The Worshi p-
ful Master and His Excellency the Governor
leading the way, marched to the fine old tune of
" Thc Roast Beef of Old England," to the supper
tables which were spread in thc shape of an im-
mense horse shoe in the Billiard Room downstairs ,
a f ew snug side tables being placed on the southern
gallery.

After a due time spent in recruiting exhausted
nature, the Worshi pful Master roscand gave as the
first toast "The Queen, Patroness of the Craft."
The next toast was " The Prince of Wales the
Worshipful Grand Master of Great Britain." In
proposing this toast , thc Worshipful Master said—
" Masonry is not only one of thc oldest but one of
the most honourable of institutions , as it has exist-
ed from time immemorial , and it tends lo make
all who strictl y adhere to its precepts upri ght and
truthful ; and to so high an eminence has its credit
been advanced, that in all ages monarchsthcmselves
have been promoters of the craft , have not thought
it derogatory to their dignity to exchange the
sceptre for thc trowel , partaken of our mysteries,
and joined in ourassemblies. And wc have what I
am stating to you gloriously exemplified in our
present Worshipful Grand Master ; for what greater
honour could any institution desire, or where is the
other that can boast of so high a distinction as
having the heir to one of the greatest kingdoms,
as their ruler and guide. In the speech of our
W.G.M. which he gave on the day of his installa-
tion in presence of some 7,000 or 8,000 Masons, he
then said that he considered that the greatestlionour
which could beconferrcd on him had been conferred
on him in placing him in thc chai r, and I would
ask you if that is not sufficient to satisfy thc pride
of any member of the Craft And to disp lay our
loyalty and our delight wc are giving this ball in
honour of so great an event. I know that the
Brethren will join me heartily in this toast, but I
would also urge upon them to perform their duties
as Masons with fidelity and zeal , ancl so lessen the
arduous duties of our W.G.M. Your Excellency ,
Ladies and Gentlemen , Brethren of the craft , I give
you thc Most Worshi pful Grand Master of Great
Britain His Royal Hi ghness the Prince of Wales."

Tlie toast was most enthusiasticall y received ,
and after the uninitiated had expended their un-
tutored cheers, the Worshi pful Master called on all
Masons present to receive thc toast with "Grand
Honours " the time to be taken from W.P.M.
Imlach. The " Grand Honours " were a surprise
to most of the guests, and the solemn , regular , and
rh ynuhical clapp ing of hands created quite a
sensation.

'I he third toast , " The Grand Officers of Cheat
Britain ," was received by the Masons with " Honours
in '.be ftvst Degree."

The fourth toast was " The Governor," The
Worshipful Master on proposing it said;—

We have, like good and loyal subjects dul y hon-
oured the National Toast, and I have now much
gratification in proposing the health of Governor
Longden. 1: is an easy matter, gentlemen, to get a
hearty response to a toast like this, for no eulogiuin
of mine could increase the regard and respect which
His Excellency, since his arrival among us, lias won
from all classes of society. Thc position of the
Governor of a British Colony is not a bed of roses.
John Bull is a great grumbler, and I take you all
to witness that his children in this Colony bear him
a strong famil y likeness in this respect , but in spite
of our disposition to make ourselves happy by being
dissatisfied , we must all confess that under the rule
of our present Governor, we have had little oppor-
tunity to indulge in our favourite pastime. ^Through
thc exercise of his energy, ability, and kindness, he
has given evidence of his desire to do everything
in his power to promote the welfare of thc Colony,
and it is for us to acknowledge our appreciation of
his zeal and discretion , and to express the wish
which is general amongst us, that the remaining
portion of Governor Longden's regime here may
be as happy and prosperous as that already past ,
and that when the time comes for him to depart
fro m our shores, it will be to assume even a higher
and more exalted position in her Majesty's service.

Thc toast was most loyally received and the Gov-
ernor in returning thanks, after alluding to the
magnificence of thc entertainment and the grandeur
ofthe hospitality shown the guests, remarked on
the kind and friendly reception he had always met
with in every part of the Colony he had visited.
He finished his remarks by some complimentary
comments on the order of Freemasonry, and on the
conduct of the Brethre n, and sat down amid much
applause.

In proposing the next toast " Mrs. Longden ,"
the Worshipful Master spoke as follows :

Perhaps you fancy you received the last toast
with as much enthusiasm as you could possibl y dis-
play, but I think you will receive the present toast
with even greater warmth and louder cheers. The
last toast was the Governor ; this one is his partner
in life—Mrs . Longden. The influence of a Gover-
nor of this Colony in political and official matters
is almost unbounded , but great as it is, it is quite
equalled by the influence his wife can bring to beat-
en social circles ; so powerful and valuable can
this become, that a Governor without a wife maybe
regarded as onl y half a Governor, the better half of
him being wanting, and in the opinion of many
persons, especially ladies, Her Majesty the Queen
should carefull y exclude such incomplete creatures
as Bachelors from Colonial Governorshi ps.
However, at thc present moment, we have every
reason to be satisfied with our Governor's qualifica-
tions in this respect. The lady who presides at
Government House is the life and soul of local
society, and her cheerful drawing-room is the great
centre of attraction where both young and old
always meet with a courteous and friendly recep-
tion. As a community we owe a great deal to her
exertions to relieve the monotony of our existence ;
her well-earned popularity is certain to go on in-
creasing as long as she remains in her present hon-
oured position , and we shall always ^remember and
look back upon the days of her Government with
a keen and livel y pleasure.

The Governor returned thanks for Mrs. Longden ,
and amidst cheers from the gentlemen and gratified
smiles from the ladies, admitted his good fortunein
having had since thc Queen had been pleased to
entrust him with thc charge of one of her colonies,
thc companionshi p of one so valuable to him in thc
social duties of his position. He thanked thc com-
pany warmly for the complimentary manner in
which they had received the toast.

The next toast was "The Concordia Lodge,
Surinam ," in proposing which , thc Worshipful
Master spoke of the hospitality dispensed by that
Lodge to thc Dcmcrara Brethren on a recent occa-
sion. Brother Barnett in behalf of W. M. Bracker,
who docs not speak English with much fluency, re-
turned thanks in a neat speech for thc honour that
had just been done their Lodge.

Thc last toast on thc list was " Thc Ladies,"
which , thc Worshipful Master introduced wilh
some humourous remarks, describing a wife's im-
portunity to arrive at her husband's Masons ' Secret.
After detailing the interesting domestic colloquies ,
he proceeded. '' Wc Masons are often upbraid eel
with ungallant conduct , because we do not receive
the fair sex into our Craft , but althoug h the severe
and rigid rules of our Order deny us the co-opera-
tion of our dear sisters there is no saving what may
come to pass in course of time. Ladies are mak-
ing headway in every direction , they arc taking
degrees in medicine , as well as in law, and by and
bye it is just possible tlieymay be taking degrees in
Freemasonry ; and on some future occasion when
the Lodge are entertaining their friends , there may
probabl y be a Worshi pful Mistress in thc chair,
ancl amongst thc quests an honourable Attorney-
Generaless, ancl a talented and fashionable Crown
Solicitress. How I envy his Excellency the plea-

sant task he will have of presenting some fair and
gushing applicant to a comfortable medical or leeal
appointment ! These will be happy times for
Masons, when they come round ; we shall then be
able to take to the Lodge our daughters, our wives
and those who are notour wives—just yet. But the
contemplation of so much happiness I can see is
making some of the younger Brethren envious of
the rising generation , so I shall not harass their
tender feelings any longer but ask you to join me
in the toast—The Ladies.

Immcdiatly after this toast, which was received
with unbounded enthusiasm, the company returned
to thc Ball Room.

To satisfy thc curious in such matters we annex
here thc copy of the Dance Programme, adding
thc names of the music selected. The ball
was opened by the Militia Band under Mr. Fricke ;
the second dance was played by the band ofthe 1st
West, under Mr. Kershaw, and the two bands took
the dances alternately to the end ofthe programme,
doing their respective leaders very much credit :—.

PROGRAMME :
1. Qci.idrillc La Fille d' Madame Angot
2. Valse .-. Ilydropaten .
3. Lancers Somebod y's Luggage.
4. Galop Violet.
5. Quadrille Chickamanga.
6. Valse Sylvto.
7. Mazurka Madelin.
8. Galop Sluttgarlcl Krcnig.
9. Quadrille Imperial.

10. Valse Hesperus Klange.
11. Quadrille / Richmond.
12. Polka Gkeckcn.
13. Galop Hit or Miss.
14. Lancers Varsity.
15. Valse Blue Danube.
16. Quadrille Imperial.
17. Galop Reiter.
rS. Quadrille La Pinole.
19. Schottisch Highland.
2i. Valse Geraldine.
21. Galop Flick and Flock.
22. Lancers German Lancers.
23. Valse Armoret.
24. Galop .Always Joyful.

CHRISTMAS MORNING.
Now merry bells 1 and Christmas chimes !
Awaken thoughts of happy times,

And joys long run away.

And by our thoughts of those old bells,
A momentary cloud dispels

Some brightness of to-day.

For Christmas Day, and Christmas cheer,
Are wont to rouse sad thoughts each year,

Even wilh hearty friends.
But hearty friends, and hearty fare,
And hearty homes with love to share,

Are joys Old Christmas sends.

And Faith, and Hope, and happy deed,
And kindliness of heart proceed

From Christmas, every year.

And Charity ! that always lends
Such beaming aid to make amends

For dull or stormy days,

Shall help us to unite The Three—
Our Faith ! and Hope ! and Charity !—

With Peace !— which Christmas sends.
BRO . G. TIDCOMUE , Jun.

MASONIC OBITUARY FOR 1875.

The deaths of the following Brethren have been
recorded in our columns during thc past year :—

Bros. S. B. King ; E. Collingwood ; Capt. \V.
H. Lee ; J. Higgin ; Llewell yn Evans, late Presi-
dent of thc Board of General Purposes ; Scrj.-Major
Dyer ; F. M. Cowley ; Wm. Ibbetson ; E. Silli-
fant ; J. Pout ; C. Oldroyd ; J. Peace ; J. Jones ;
D. J. Hill ; R. Limpus ; G. Pymm ; E. G. Wil-
loug hby ; F. Robinson Hood ; J. Holmes Fudge ;
J. AV. Reed ; W. A. Musgrave ; W. Good ycr ; Rev.
A. Holmes ; D. W. Savage ; Capt. Bridges ; Ben-
jamin Tay lor ; Win. Dobson ; Dr. Shannon ; J.
Holland ; C. T. Walmislcy ; W. Robertson ; Geo.
Stuttard ; T. Haworth ; A. IV. O'Neil ; R. Bat-
tersby ; J. S. Rcdfcin ; S. P. Brabner; W. Bulley ;
Battersby ; Townsend ; D. Brandwood ; E. H.
Finney,jun. ; G. Jones ; W. H. Gresham ; H. W.
Nicholson ; Capt. C. Lovctdo ; D. Mitchell ; A.
A. Shapland ; J . Freeman ; Alderman Paterson. ;
The Grand Prior , Order of Malta ; D. D. Beck ;
J. Savage, P.G.D. ; J. Franklin ; J. Chambers ;
T. Routled gc.

BRO . thc Karl of Shrewsbury ha- fixed Wednesday, the
16th of February, for the annual dinner of the Uriti th
Orphan Asylum , to be held at the London Tavern.



THE SENTENCE ON THE FREE-
MASONS AT PORTO RICO.

IT seems that, on the 22nd of April last, sixteen
Freetnansons received from "Mr. le Dr. Don
Jose Conrado Hernandez, Judge of "Premiere
Instance" at Porto Rico, a sentence of imprison-
ment for two years, and perpetual loss of all
civil rights."

The names of the Brethren so sentenced are
as follows :—Don Jose dc C. Balzac, D.
Francois-Marie Quinones, D. Manuel Rodugnez,
D. Juan, D. Francois and D. Manuel Anton-
gcorgi, D. Antoine Fravxioni, D. Michel
Ramirez, D. Antoine Ramirez, D. Antoine
Riviera, D. Antoine Lebron, D. Ezia Fabiany,
D. Pompie Bellony, and the Dr. Ange Franco.
They were accused of being members of an
illegal secret society, of not having a permit to
be so assembled, of having arms without a
licence, and also of the fact of being Masons,
forbidden by the Article 210 of the Penal Code,
and on these four charges were senten ced,
as before stated.

"When they were arrested by the Civic Guard ,
under a certain Brigadier Torres Navarro, and
Sous-Brigadier, Antoine Vara, they were
supposed by thc guard to be secret gamblers, so
they assert ; but finding that they were Masons,
they al once took possession of the furniture,
arms, books, as well as their persons.

The Freemasons asserted that they had a
licence to meet, signed by the Alcalde of
Sabana Grande.

The Government prosecutor states that this
statement is untrue, and that if they had any
permisssion , it was only one to Bro. C Balzac,
to entertain his friends at supper.

The Lodge was held in Bro. C. Balzac's
house.

AVith regard to the arms seized—two cutlasses,
two sabres, a revolver, and a double-barrelled
gun—it appears that no licence for the same
was produced. Under these circumstances,
the rigorous sentence was pronounced ,
against which an appeal was made by the
Masons ; but, so far, we do not know with what
effect. Now we cannot, according to our known
principles, approve of Brethren meeting illicitly
or surreptitiously any where " contrateeges."
and we feel that both as regards unto that
point, and the want of an arms licence—we have
nothing to say. But we certainly may, and
must protest against any law in any country,
which makes Freemasonry a crime, and Free-
masons criminals, simply as such—though if
such a law exist—until it be repealed, Free-
masons are bound , we hold, to obey it. For
we emphatically deny that Freemasonry is either
a political fraternity, or a secret revolutionary
association ; and we affirm that its aim is good,
and its princi ples most loyal. We deeply regret
that any State can be so stigmatize a beneficient,
an honourable , an orderly, and charitable society
like that of Freemasonry. And we can only
hope that in the progress of civilization and
the developement of more liberal (in a good
sense) and tolerant views, such penal enact-
ments and such hostile theories may be among
the things of the past.

But until that happier epoch arrives, Free-
masons are bound to obey the laws of the
country where they live pro tempore, or which
is their Mother Land, or which gives them its
privileges as traders, or affords them its pro-
tection as peaceable citizens.

While, then, wc deeply deplore the fate and
thc sentence of our Brethren at Port Rico, we
regret that a manifest error of jud gment, and
perhaps some emotions of Masonic zeal not
tempered with discretion , should have led them
to contravene these municipal regulations as
those general laws, which, as true Freemasons
and good patriots, they were ail equally bound
to comply with, ancl bear in mind.

'I wo brothers, D. Francois Sena, and Dr.
Francois Yanque have been acquitted , ancl set
at liberty, and we hope that the same happy
lot may befall our brethren , if the Court of
Appeal confirms the sentence of the " Premiere
Instance " on a proper appeal to thc authorities ,
and an honest recognition of the binding nature

of thc laws of the land , and of the infraction
committed by themselves.

We feel that we are bound to say this much—
since as Freemasons, we in Anglo-Saxon
Masonry especially, ever avow respect to lawful
authority, and complete deference and cheerful
obedience to the enactments of the supreme
Legislature, wherever we ourselves are to be
found in any quarter of the world .

AVe have taken this precis of- the case,
leaving out a large number of the reasons
of the sentence, which, in our opinion , are not
material to the matter, from the "Monde
Maconnique," of November.

ROMAN CATHOLIC INTOLERANCE AND
DESECRATION OF THE DEAD.

The accompanying narrative will in all proba-
bility prove of melancholy interest to many of your
readers, as it shows the amount of intolerance still
existing in Chili :—

A little more than a month ago there died at
Serena, Bro. James Wallace, son of Mr. Samuel
Wallace, of that city ; the deceased being a Pro-
testant was buried at Guayacan ; the bod y had to
be coaveyed by rail , and as the station is some
distance from thc city a hearse had to be procured ;
application was made in the proper quarter for hire
of same, but the request was only granted after
considerable delay, the ecclesiastical authorities
being quite indisposed to permit the use of i t ;  the
body, however, at last reached Guayacan cemetery,
where, after the usual religious ceremonies, it was
interred with some simple Masonic rites, the de-
ceased brother being a member, and, I believe, one
of the founders of the Sevena Lodge. I may here
mention that this Lodge was always held under
circumstances of the greatest difficulty and danger,
for La Sarena is notorious as being the hotbed of
Roman Catholicism and the point from which
mauy denunciations of the most vindictive character
have lately issued against Masonry and its sym-
pathisers.

However, to proceed, on the 21st of October,
some boys playing in or about the cemetery, found
a plate bearing the name of Jas. Wallace, and on
examination his grave was found open, the corpse
exposed and mutilated ; on thc adovc wall, imme-
diately opposite the grave, was found deeply cut
a cross, thus showing that some muttered threats
which had been heard at the funeral had been
earned into effect. The bod y was immediately
removed and sent to Valparaiso (196 miles) for in-
terment. It may now be remarked that the spirit
of intolerance which refuses to allow the ashes of
those who in life professed different beliefs, to com-
mingle together in one God's common acre is bad
enough, but the fanaticism which prompts to the
desecration of thc dead is infinitel y worse. It is,
however, some consolation to know that there is no
surer sign that fanaticism and bigotry are being
driven from their ancient strongholds, than when,
in despair, they seek to regain power by profaning
the ashes of the dead.

The desecration of our deceased brother's re-
mains will be, in all probability, thc death-knell of
bigotry and priestcraft in Serena, for since that
occurrence Masonry has received such a large ac-
cession of members in Serena as must, before long,
work out many great and salutary changes in that
part of thc country. Every effort is being made—
as may be supposed—by the priests to shield their
dastardly agents. But a leward of 500 dols. has
been offered , and it is to be hoped that a just
punishment for their cowardly and barbarous act
will soon be meted out to the perpetrators. Nothing
short of this will satisfy public opinion , the affair
having called forth expressions of thc deepest in-
dignation throug hout thc coast of South America.

Mr. Samuel Wallace, thc father of Bro. James
Wallace, has since died very suddenl y, it is said
from the eff ects of the shock caused by thc occur-
rence mentioned.

La Serena is close to Coqucmbo, a well-known
port, 196 miles north of Val paraiso , and is the scat
of a Roman Catholic Bishop. Guayacan is a mile
or two south of Cociuembo. TAV.P.

THE ALEXANDRA PALACE.

Notwithst anding the unfavourable state of thc
weather, there was a numerous attendance at thc
Alexandra Palace on Saturday, nth inst., to hear
the second performance of " Esther." It is simp ly
marvellous that this oratorio has been heard onlytwice, in its entire ty, since its great composer 'sdeath ; wc trust , however, that ere long " Esther "will become almost , if not quite , as popular as the
" Messiah " and other work s from the pen of the
illustrious Handel. The performance from the
commencement to thc end was most satisfactory.

Madame Nouver proved an excellent subs titute for
Madame Blanche Cole, who was unable to attend
through indi sposition. Mr. Vernon Rigby being
again absent from the same cause, his place was
supplied most efficientl y by Mr. AV. Shakspeare .
Madame Nouver was especially successful in
" Praise the Lord," " Tears assist me," and in the
lovely duett , " AVho calls my parting soul ? " with
Mr. Shakspeare • she also gave " Flattering tongue
no more 1 hear thee" with great dramatic effect.
Madlle. Enriquez's exquisite rendering of the pa-
thetic air, " O Jordan, Jordan, sacred tide," must
not pass unnoticed ; she was also equally effective
in the " Invocation " immediately preceding the
chorus " He comes to end our woes." Mr. Shak-
speare was exceptionally good in " Who dares in-
trude into our presence ?" and in. Hainan's song
" Dread not, righteous queen, the danger ; " but he
deserves special praise for his expressive rendering
of the lovely air, " O beauteous queen , unclose
those eyes." Mr. Wadmore obtained an encore in
the recitative " Turn not, O queen ;" he also gave
with much feeling, "How art thou fallen." Mr.
Howell sang with great expression, but his
voice did not appear sufficiently powerful for so
large a Hall ; we imagine those at the extreme end
of the hall would have great difficulty in hearing
him. The choruses, " Ye sons of Israel mourn,"
and "He comes to end our woes," were given with
remarkable effect, while the magnificent final chorus,
with solo, " The Lord our enemy hath slain," was
almost beyond criticism. Thc orchestral accom-
paniments were admirably played, Mr. Weist-Hill
conducting with his accustomed ability. AVe can-
not lose this opportunity of publicly expressing our
intense disapprobation at the thoughtlessness and
bad taste evinced by those persons who persist in
leaving their seats during the performance, and
thereby causing extreme annoyance to the musical
portion of the audience, who wish to listen undistur-
bed to the whole ofthe oratorio ; this practice seems
to be considered quitert«/»//amongst acertai n class
at the Alexandra Palace ; such a proceeding would
not be tolerated at Exeter Hall, nor even at the
Crystal Palace to the same extent, and we can see
no reason why it should be permitted in one case
more than another. There is ample opportunity
nfforded those desirous of leaving before the end
to do so between the pieces or during the interval.
The practice we so strongly deprecate is most un-
complimentary to the artistes who take part in the
performance, and surely the smallest tribute we can
offer to the memory of those who have bequeathed
us the gems of their immortal genius is that of
listening to the same with silent and respectful
attention . We earnestly trust that this slight re-
proof will produce the desired effect, and that in
future neither Mr. AVeist-Hill nor anyone else will
be disturbed in a similar manner.

Iconic Ipotcs iralr tynnts.
I have been startled not a little to read a letter

signed by " AV. M." respecting his Lodge holding a
Charter from the Grand Lodge of AU England !
and that the members thereof have the privilege ot
wearing a jewel by virtue of such Charter, con-
firmed at the Union of 1813. There surely must
be a mistake in these statements by " AV. M.," for
there was not a single lodge in existence, under thc
authority of the Grand Lodge of All England, held
at York, to take place at the Union of 1813, the
lodges uniting being those under the Grand Lodge
of England (•' Moderns"), and the Grand Lodge,
according to the old Constitutions ("Ancients")
respectively, under the Grand Mastership of H.R.H.
the Duke of Sussex, and H.R.H. the Duke of
Kent. Will " W.M." kindly inform us of the
character of the jewel mentioned , and thc name
and number of his lodge, so that we might investi-
gate the matter, and prove that the assertions are
incorrect or otherwise.

AViu.iAM JAMES H UGHAN,
Author of " Memorials of the Masonic

Union of 1813.

Ellis and White, of 29, New Bond-street, have a
copy of Caxton 's Polycronccan for sale, of 1S43
(circa) /210. Would it not be well to secure this
for one of our Jl/ asouic Libraries, or for thc Grand
Lod ge Library ? Its value is very great indeed ,
and was, in our opinion , the basis of the major
portion of thc historical reproductions to our old
charges from 14th century, the chronicle having
previousl y existed in MS. from early in the 14th
century, apparentl y being the work of one Roger,
Monk of St. Werbcrg, in Chester, amplified by
Ral ph Higden of the same monastery, who died
prior to 1360, of which several copies are still
extant in MS. In 1387 11 was translated by Trcvisa
into Eng lish , and was revised about a hundred
years later by Caxton, which he finished on Jul y
23nd, 1842, and printed soon after. The above is



one of many very curious and valuable for sale by
these noted firm of anti quarian booksellers, and if
a copy could be made of such a work for publica-
tion in the " Freemason " or " Masonic Magazine,"
it would gladden the hearts of many Masonic
students now prevented owning such from the hi gh
price.

WILLIAM JAMES H UGHAN .

Cnncspnucncc.
f Coniiintctf.)

THE CHINESE MASONIC CHART.
Dear Sir and Brother ,—

Adverting to the lecture given by thc Rev '
P. P. Agnew on thc subject of Freemasonry, an
account of which appeared in the " Freemason"
newspaper of the iSth instant, he remarked,

Coming down to later times, and thc introduction
of Masonry into Britain , it would be found to have
become established about thc time of King Alfre d,
and in the year 928 it was said that Prince Edwin ,
a brother of the King, called the first meeting of
Masons in Eng land at the City of York , and there
drew up the first English Constitution ." I have to
inform you for the benefit of such of your readers
as may not be aware of it , that  St. Alban formed
the firs t Grand Lodge in Bri tain, A. D. 287, and
King Athclstanc granted a charter to Freemasons
in 926, the same year in which Prince Edwin
formed a Grand Lodge at York ; this I deem it
essential to mention , as, until thc publication of
thc " Freemason ," many old intelligent members
of our Ancient Order and hi gh in Masonic rank,
have endeavoured to impress more juvenile mem-
bers wilh thc idea that there was no legitimate
record of the establishment of Masonry prior lo
the completion of St. Paul's by Freemasons in
I7 '3-

I chanced to meet with a Masonic book a few
days ago, pr inted in the commencement of thc
present century, from which I cull thc earlier date
(2S7) of remarkable events in Masonry, the title of
which work , with other particulars thereof , I now
send you :—

"M ASONIC M ISCELLANIKS ,
By STKPHKN J ONES , P.M., of thc Lodge of Anti

quity, .No. 1, acting by immemorial Constitution.
A New Edition , enlarged and improved.

London : Printed by AV. Wilson , 4, G revillc
street , for A'crnor , Rees, Orme and Brown , Paler
nosler-row ; Crosby and Co., Stationcrs'-court ; J
Asperne, Cornhill ; and T. Keys, Coleinan-strect. "

Yours fraternall y,
A PROVINCIAL P.M.

To the Editor of the Freemason.

Dear Sir and Hi-other ,—
In your report in to-day 's " Freemason ," of a

lecture on Freemasonry, by thc Rev. P. P. Agnew,
delivered at thc Lome-street Hall , Auckland , New
Zealand , we arc told : —" It was a strange fact that
Masonry existed among the Chinese in a form
which led to thc bel ief lhat its orig in was still more
remote than thc general ly received authority.
There was in his (the lecturer 's) possession a
Chinese chart which contained emblems of far
greater anti quity than any in use among the Masons
of thc present day . In this chart were to be found
tho ark of Noah , the dove, the olive branch , thc
pillar of cloud , &c, and many signs which were as
yet inexp licable , and this anti quity was further
borne out by the very excellent Masons who were
to be found amongst the Chinese."

I very much doubt the anti qui ty  of the Chinese
chart. Emblems of Noah' s ark , thc dove and
olive branch , &c , arc frequent in British Masonic
charts , both of Inst century and thc present , and
belong to thc Ark Degree, still practised , I believe,
in Lancashire. At least I know that I got it and
others at an Ark , Mark , Link , and Wrestle Lodge, at
Radcliffe Bridge, for thirtecnpcncc-half penny, some
years ago. I wi ll be glad to learn full particulars
of thc present state of all the Side Degrees in thc
North of Eng land.

I am, dear Sir and Brother ,
Yours fratcrnaliv.¦ "-.. ~ ~ „',

G KOKC ;:* M A R K H A M  TW K O D K L I ..
Rose Cott.igc, Stokcsley,

December 18, 1875.

MASONIC JEWELS.
To //it Editor of thc Fr eemason.

Dear Sir and Brother ,
Kindl y allow mc to point out to " W. M."

that the extract given in my letter of the 27th ult.,
made special mention of some Lodges having
je wels of their own.

Believe mc, yours fraternall y,
J AMES A. H AYI '** ,

QUERIES.
To the Editor of the Freemason ,

Dear Sir and Brother ,
AVill you be kind enough to answer the

following question for our information :— Has the
Tyler of thc Lodge any right to vote for the elec-
tion of Master, or any other purpose ? I may add
that our Tyler is a subscribing member and is re-
turned to Grand Lodge as such , at the same time
the Lodge pay s him a sum each year for his
services. In Bro. R. H. Mackenzie 's Royal Masonic
Cyclopaedia (page 65) I read : " Thc Tj'ler who is
not necessarily a member of thc Lodge, ancl, in thc
case of payment for his services, has no vote."
Please say which is correct.

In the event of the AA'.M. placing thc ruling
of the Lodge in thc hands of the S.AA*. would
it be necessary for the S.AA". to leave his chair and
take a seat in thc E, or could he rule the Lodge
from thc AV, and could he (all business being ended)
close the Lodge. Than king you for past courtesies,

I am, dear Sir and Brother ,
Faithfully and fraternall y yours ,

S. C. H.
[1. AVe arc decidedly of opinion that supposing

the Tyler was not initiated in the Lodge as a
serving brother, and has joined it since in thc
usual way, and is now a subscribing member of the
same, he'is " entitled to all the privileges and bene-
fits of the craft ," (sec page 87 Book of Constitu-
tions.) and is clearly entitled to vote. AVe cannot
accept Bro. Mackenzie's dictum as to payment for
services being a disqualification , such a view is
clearly erroneous.

2. The S.AA*. rules the lodge. In our opinion , if
not an installed master, he must take a chair next
thc AA^.Ms. chair, and appoint a new S.W.- pro
tempore. With this seat he can open and close
the Lodge.—En .l

iDWiiar ir.

THE LATE BRO. THOMAS SLEATOR.
A noble, large-hearted , and universall y respected

Mason has recently passe;! away, and we
deem it our duty, as a faithful chronicle ofthe Craft ,
to bear testimony to his worth and integrity of pur-
pose. Wc refer to Bro. Thomas Slcator , who had
reached nea rly 68 years of age, and who resided at
Oak Villa , Summcrland , AVatcrford.

On Friday ni ght , thc 3rd instant , at about eleven
o'clock he fell into a slumber which proved to be
literall y " the sleep that knows not waking," as in
almost twenty-four hours he quietl y passed away
without having awakened. His life was useful and
good , his death peaceful and calm.

Deceased was P.M. of Lodges 5, 32, and 297 ;
P.Z. of Chapters 5 and 32 ; a member of the
Temple Lodge, No. 1,094, Liverpool ; Secretary to
Lod ge No. 5, Waterford , P.G. Secretary of the
South-eastern Division of Ireland ; a Governor of
tlie .Masonic Male and Female Orphan Schools,
Dublin ; Life Governor of the West Lancashire
Masonic Educational Insti t ution ; and a Governor
of thc Commercial Travellers ' School. These suffi-
cientl y indicate the zeal and true charity which
Bro. Slcator brought to bear on thc Masonic duties
of his life. His hand was ever read y lo hel p the
struggling, his heart to sympathise with the dis-
tressed ; and no case of genuine charity wus ever
allowed by him to pass without  recognition and suc-
cour. With all his charily he was invariabl y un-
ostentatious , and with the simp licity of a child his
invariaable desire was to remain out of si ght when
deeds of charity were performed by him. Com-
bined with those and many other noble qualities ,
Bro. Slcator was an enthusiastic member of the
Cra ft , and it will not be easy to till the blank which
his departure has created.

The Waterford Mirror, of the 9th instant , thus
describes thc funeral of Bro. Slcator :—"U pon this
sad event becoming known in the city (AVatcrford)
on Sunday it was resolved by the Masonic Body
that with thc consent of his afflicted family the
funeral should bt celebrated with the honours due
to one who had occup ied a hi gh position in thc
Order for many years, ancl dining that time acted
up to its princi ples as a true and worth y brother.
Bros. H. R. Sargent. Alexander Nelson , and H.
Waug h having been elected stewards the fol lowing
arrangements were made and carried out on AVed-
nesday, the 8th instant.

Brethren assembled at the residence of deceased ,
Oak Villa , at a quarter to one precisel y.

Each Brother attended in black clothes , with a
spring Acacia tied w i t h  black ribbon , nnd a ribbon
of the colour of his degree worn in the left button-
hole. The Master Mason 's colour was blue ; Royal
Arch , red ; Kni ghts Templar , black and white ;
Prince Masons ' red and gold .

Tlie stewards appointed lo marshal the proces-

sion each carried a wand with a piece of crape tied
on the top. The Brethren proceeded, as directed
by those stewards :—

Master Masons (not now in office) two abreast.
Royal Arch Masons, two abreast.
Knights Templar, two abreast.

Prince Masons, two abreast.
Tylers of the AVatcrford Lodges.

I. Gs. ditto.
I. Ds. with wands, ditto, and crape on them.
S.Ds. ditto , ditto.

Secretaries and Chaplain.
J. AV. of AVatcrford Lodge.
S. AV. ditto.
Past Masters, ditto.
AV. Ms. ditto.

Bros. Blair, AVhallcy , and AVhalley, jun., alternately
carry ing the Bible, Square and Compass, and

the Book of Constitutions , on a cushion
covered with crape, the Bible and Book

being also covered with crape.
Deputy Provincial Grancl Master.

Bro. H. Palmer. Bro. W. A. Sargent.
„ J. Scott. COFFIN. „ Henry Denny.
,, P. Lcckic. „ St. G. Freeman.

MOURNERS.
The route taken was through Thomas-street , the

Quay, Henrietta-street, to thc front entrance of the
Cathedral. Arriving there thc procession then
matched up the aisle, separating on cither side, the
organ softl y murmuring a solemn voluntary, and
thc coffin being brought into thc church by thc
bearers, who were selected from thc Kni ght Tem-
plars and Royal Arch Masons , thc two highest
grades to which thc deceased belonged.. -The •
funeral cortege was met by the Rev. Mr. -Bradley,
M.A., who read the usual service for the dead,,aft?r
which Mr. T. Artherton sang, " I know that my
Redeemer liveth " (Messiah) , which was followed
by the full choir of the Cathedral , chanting the
Psalm appointed for thc service, and the appropri ate
hymn , " Great Captain of Salvation." After the
service concluded thc coffin was again borne fro m
the aisle through the outer transept and the main
entrance to thc Cathedral square, where it was
placed on the hearse, Bro . James Moreland playing
Handel's " Dead March" in Saul. Thc procession
then went by Colbeck and Catherine-streets , up
John 's Hill to the cemetery. The coffin was then
carried to the grave by thc bearers. AVhen de-
posited a circle of thc Brethren was formed , with
the Chaplain ancl Deputy Provincial Grand Master
at the head of the grave. The Burial Service was
then read, after which thc Masonic Lecture was
read by thc Chaplain , the Deacon-, holding their
wands crossed over the coffin. At the conclusion
the silent salute was given , time being taken from
Bro. Harry R. Sargent. The Deputy Provincial
Grand Master then placed thc deceased's apron in
thc grave, ancl each Brother likewise placed his
sprig of Acacia there.

The Deputy Provincial Grand Master, Bro.
Abeam Denny, then removing the deceased Kni ght
Templar's Sash and Apro n fro m thc top of thc
coffin, replaced them by a Mason Master 's Apro n ,
after which the coffin was lowered to its last
resting place, while the beautiful words of the hymn
" Th y will be done " were sung by a hundred voices
with marked effect.

BRO. JAMES BURTON.
It is with regret that wc have to announce the

death of an old and hi ghly-cstccnied brother of thc
Craft , Bro. James Burton. This well-known brother
died on thc 30th of November , rather suddenl y.
He was initiated in the Albion Lodge, No. 9, 1850 ;
he served all thc offices , and was for some time
secretary of that lodge ; joined thc Globe Lodge,
No. 23 ; Phcenix Lodge, No. 170 ; Berkhampstead
Lodge, No. 504 ; was Past Provincial Grand Senior
AVarc'en of Hertfordshire ; was P.Z. of the Jeru-
salem Chapter , No. 1S5 ; and Kni ght Templar. He
took a great interest in the charities of the Order ,
having been a Life Governor of the three Mnsonic
charities and served the office of Steward on
five occasions. The death of this brother is deep ly
regretted by thc Craft generall y.

THE LONDON M ASON IC CI.UIS .—Ave are glad to sec
that the effort to establish a Masonic Club has been suc-
cessful . Thc premises, which arc situate lor , Queen
A'icloria-strcet , K.C , and are handsome, spacious and
central , will be opened fur the use of members on or
before the 1st March next , and no doubt brethren will
gladl y avail themselve s of what we look upon as a great
boon to the Craft. D ifficulty has been experienced in
meeting with a suitable s:te , but llic premises now taken
are certainl y all th at  could lie wished , and are capable ot
being enlarged to meet all rc i |tiiremcn * s should the influx
of member's render extensi on necessary. Our space pre-
cludes referring to tins mteicstnnr subject at greater
length on diis occasion , but we shall refer to it in future
numbers ; in die meant ime we wish it every success, and
recommend our Masonic readers to semi in their app lica-
tions for membershi p wi th out  delay, and refer for further
information lo our adveitising columns.



IPnsouit airtr (Bmtul Sibinjjs.

The " Illustrated London. News " of last week
contains a full page illustration of H.R. H. the
Prince of Wales, lay ing the foundation stone of the
New Docks at Bombay.

Prince Leopold left Oxford on Saturday for
Windsor, having completed his University career.

The Duke of Connaught has been boar hun ting
with spears at Tangier.

Dr. J. D. Collis, thc Vicar of Stratford-on-Avon ,
has issued an appeal on behalf of thc restoration of
the church of thc Holy Trinity. He wants ,£10,000
to restore thc fabric of Shakspcare 's church as
Shakspeare saw it , and ,£4000 or ^

"5000 more to fit
up the interior properl y.

From a report made by Sir Gilbert Scott, in reply
to certain inquiries made by Sir Edward Beckett ,
relative to the condition o f t h e  south arcade wall of
St. Alban 's Abbey, it appears that this part of thc
bui lding is in. need of "immediate and serious
attention ," and Sir Edward Beckett lias offered the
munificent  sum of ,£1000 towards the same. Lady
Beckett abo offers /"200.

Thc amount collected by thc Grand Orient of
France for the inunda t ion  relief fund had 011 the
J2lh inst. reached the largo amount of 64,000
francs.

Bro. AA'ard Hunt , the First Lord of the Admiralty,
and Mrs. Ward H u n t  left AVhilehal l  on Monday
on a visi t  lo the Marquis and Marchioness of
Exeter at Burg hley House.

I' IUCE oi- GAS.— The Directors of the London
Gasli ght Company have reduced the charge for
common gas to 3s. 6d. per 1000 cubic feet fro m thc
Christmas quarter.

At thc City AVarthnotcs there was very lit t le
opposition to tiic re-election ot the Common
Councilmen. Bro. Alderman Stone received thc
hearty thanks of thc electors of his ward for the
manner in which he hacl maintained the di gnity of
the oflice of Lord Mayor during the past year.

In the presence of the Duke of St. Albans,
(P.G.M., Lincolnshire) honorary colonel of the
Robin Hood Ritles, the annual distribution of
prizes to successfu l volunteers too!: place at Not-
t ing ham on Tuesday, when it was stated that  of
1,000 men on thc roll every one had made himself
extra efficient, and earned thc Government grant.

I I KR M AJESTY'S CH R I S T M A S  G I FTS. — On
Monday and Tuesday last , according to ancient
custom. Her Majesty 's Christmas bounties were
distributed at thc Almoner 's Office , by the Lord
High Almoner , Sub-Almoner , and Mr. John
llantcy,  secretary, and other officials. The reci-
pients were princi pall y blind and infirm , varying in
their  ages from 60 to 92. The amounts  distributed
varied in sums from 5s. to 73. 6d.

W ILTS Ei.v.cnox.—Thc Speaker 's notice pre-
l iminary  to the issuing of a new election writ to
till  the vacancy caused by the acceptance by Bro.
Lord II.  Th ynne of the oflice of Treasurer of her
Majesty 's Household appeared in Tuesday 's London
Uireellc. 

Loin ;-; OF 1!I :NI :VOI .I:.\CI : —The Lodge of Benevo -
lence met on Wednesday evening, the 22nd December,
1S75, in thc Board Room , Freemasons ' Hall , Iiro. j. M.
Cluiion , President ; Bro. Joshua Nunn , Senior Vice-
Pres ident  ; .iti-l Bro. James Brett , Junior A'icc-President.
'J'he lod ge was full y attended , and there were present ,
among oilier brethren , Bro. John Hervey, Grand Secre-
tary ; Bio. II. G. Buss, Bro. A. A. Pendlebury, and Bros.
S. Kawson , John Boyd , C. A. Cottebrune , K. P. Albert ,
C. I * . Hoga rd , W. Mann , Samuel Poynter , II. W. I ferns-
worth , \V. T. Howe, J. JJingemaim , K. T. Wood , W. II .
M yers, Giles Jat -dine , 'A'. II.  Murlis , Grillillis Smith ,
Herbert Dickctts , Josep h Smith , George ICvcrelt , Samuel
May , 11. Massey '•'Freemason "), J . G. Marsh , W. I I .
Step hens , K. Whiting, W. Clifton Crick , \V. Ncale,
G. K. Shervi l l , AV. Gilbert , S. I, . Hickman , I f .  Bartlett ,
Frederick W. Pownall , I I .  T. Wood , 11. George Free,
Munyard , an 1 J. W. Baldwin. At the openin g of the
lod ge the grants made at former lod ges which required
L-onlirmatiuii  were confirmed , anionming to _£220. There
were thirty-one new cases on the  list for relief . Of these
t u n  were di-missed and three deferred , and the remaining
cases were relieved wi th  /," ",oo in all. Of this sum two
cases were relieved with /,.\o each ; six with ^30 each ;
sit with  .£20 each ; three with .£15 each ; six with /'io
each ; and three with ,£5 each. The grant made in each
case was very lii eral . Grand Lod ge was thereupon
c'o.4 cd .

I ) <  ix.v 1 lu.NS from -omc of thc City companies and from
pr iva te  ind iv idua ls - , in ant ic i pation of Christ inas , have
been received by the magistrates at severa l of tlie metro-
politan police-courts.

' REPORTS OF MASONIC MEETINGS.

Craft Stanrir.•j'-' U3

METROPOLITAN.
GREAT NORTHERN LODGE.—On Thursday, the 161I1

inst. the members of this nourishing Lodge held thc usual
monthly meeting at the Freemason's Hall , under W.M.
Bro Janies F'orbcs, who was supported by I'.M. T. II.
Scaton as S. AV., and Bro. E. Lancaster as J.W. There
were also prercnt P.M. AVebb (Treasurer), and Bros.
Jupc, Christie, West , and .1 large number of the Brethren.
The visitors were represented by I'.M. Goldham, 109,
and Bro. Foss, 1260. The W.M. having opened the
Lodge in the first and second degrees, proceeded to en-
trust Bros. Hobbs, Aiding, Cushion , Eisher, AVymark,
Philli ps and AA'hewel l , prior to their being raised to the
sublime degree. Having retired for preparation , and pre-
senting themselves at thc call of the W. M„ they were all
in due course raised in his usual careful maimer. Thc
Lodge was then closed to the first degree, and the ballot
taken for Messrs. A. D. Smith and William Cleghorn ,
which , proving satisfactory, they were initiated into the
ancient order, and having retired , Bros. Gray and Whit-
field were examined and entrusted . The latter nnmed
Brethren having also retired , the Lodge was resumed in
the second , and on their return , they were duly passed.
This brought the regular Lodge work to a close, but a
very agreeable portion yet remained , in which all were
able to partici pate , vi -"., the election of W.M., Treasurer
and Tyler for the ensuing year. '1 he Secretary having
announced who were eligible for the chair , and the P.M. 's
having decided not to seek re-election , the Lod ge elected
thcJ .W., Bro. Lancaster, who returned thanks for the
same. P.M. AVebb was re-elected Treasurer and Rawles,
Tyler. The Audit Committee having been appointed ,
it was proposed , seconded and carried unanimousl y, that
the usual amount should be voted from the Lodge funds
for Ihe purchase of a jewel for the retiring W.M. Bro.
Forbes then closed his Lodge, after upward s of four
hours steady work.

PLUMSTEAD.— U NITED M ILITARY LODGK (No.
1536).—The members of this young and rapidly in-
creasing Lodge assembled for their monthl y meeting at
tlie Hall , Plumstead , on Friday thc loth December, up-
ward s of a hundred Brethren and visitors being present.
The business of the Lodge was the passing of Bros J. A.
Mason and G. Smith , and the raising of Bro. S. Morrish ,
both ceremonies being worked by the AV. M., Bro. F. G.
Pownall. Among the visitors p:csent were :—J. AVard ,
AA'.M. 700 ; C. Coup land , P.M., 913, ; and P.G.S. for the
Province of Kent ; G. D. Roe, P.M., 37S and 1424 and
P. P.G.S. for thc Western Division of South AVales ;
Captain Philli ps, P.M., 13 5 J. Hcadley, P.M., 13; J
McDougall , P.M., 913 ; T. Butt , S.AA'., 700 ; J. Allen ,
913 ; A. Ammcrton , 104 2 ; T. Hutton , 13 ; D. Beard ,
700 ; O. Ilulton , 13; AV. S. Parson s, 700 ; R. Beaver ,
700 ; A. Lindsey, 730 ; F. Bnltersby, 903 ; IS. Norman ,
13 ; R. A. Smith , 13 ; R. J. Perry, 13 (Scotch) ; J.
Gregg, 6S7 ; C. Cook, 13 ; J. Tame, 7°o; AV. McCoy,
700 ; C. follv , 913. The officers present besides the
W.M., were 'J. Fenn , P.M. ; AA'. AVcslon, S.AA'. ; G.
Spinks , J. AV.; AV . Murp hy, Treasurer ; T. Cooper,
Secretary"; H. G, Pickcn , S.D. ; II. Shaw, J.D.; Joseph
McCaffc'T, Steward ; f. Lackland , Tyler . The Brethren
adjourned for refreshment , and the AV ..AI. gave the tuual
toasts in appropriate terms.

PROVINCIAL.
FRICEMASONRY IN .SHEFFIELD.— R OVA L

BR U N S W I C K  Loix ' l*.—The Royal Brunswick Lodge, No.
296, held its anniversary in the Freemasons' Hall ,
Sheffield , on the evening of Monday, December 13th ,
when Bro. Henry ICcroyd , (the AA'orshipful Master-Elect),
was Installed in thc chair of K.S., in succession to Bro
II .  AA' . l awson , I. P.M., who very abl y performed the
solemn ceremony of Installation , in due and antient form ,
and in the presence of a large number o( the brethren of
the Craft. Amongst the distinguished visitors from other
Lodges were Bro. Henry Smith , Prov. Grand Secretary
of West A'orks ; Bro. Rev. A. AV. Hamilton , M.A.,
Muc. Bac. , Senior Prov. Grand Chaplain of AA'est A'orks ;
Bro. AVilliam Roddewi g, Pro v. Director of Ceremonies J
the AA' orshi pful Masters of the Britannia and AVentworlli
Lod ges, Sheffield , Scarsdalc Lodge, Chesterfield ;
Pincnix Lodge, Rollicrhani ; Pelham Lodge, Worksop ;
Bro. Robert Stevenson , Notting ham ; Bro. Rev. A'ernon
Russell , AA'orksop ; Bro. John Denton , member of the
Grand Lodge of Sweden and Norway ; Bros. Major
vigors , Capt. 1 rail ] , and (.apt. -Ad jutant  Mills ; liros
Alexander Hay, and II. J, Garnett  (Past Prov. Grand
.Sword Bearers , etc.). The I' rov. Grand Master of Wesl
Yorks ; Pro . Lieut. -Col. Sir Henry Fdward s, bait. ,  and
Bro. Tew , 1 >cp. Prov. l l i and  Mast er, were unavoidabl e
absent. After  the customary homage had been paid to
the neu'Iy installed Master , lie invested ln'.s officers as
follows :-—Bro. John Ridal , Senior Warden ; Bro. Walter
Nicholson , Junior AA' ardcn ; Bro. Rev. Samuel A\r. Earn-
shaw, M.A ., Chap lain ; Pro. M. de Barlolome , M. D.,
Treasurer ; Bro. Robert Schotl , Secretary ; Pro. Geo.
Cubley, Senior Deacon ; Bro. AVm. Skinner , M. R.C.S ,
Junior Deacon ; Bro. John Mtup les, Director of Cere-
monies ; Bro. Thomas Harrison , Inner Guard ; Bro.
Charles Clement Carr , and Pro. Moses Hartley, Stewards;
and Bro. Sucklcy, Organist. The Brethren afterwards
sal down to a banquet provided by Bro. Brookes, at
which Uro. ICeroy d presided. The health o f the  Wor-
shi pful Master was proposed by Bro. Past Master
Seebohm , F.Z.S., that  of thc A ' isiling Brethren was pro-
posed by Bro . Past Master l.ong dcn , and responded to
by Bro. Captain Traill ,

ST, LUKE'S LODGE (No. 225).—This Lodge met on
AA'ednesday last, thc Sth inst., at the Coach and Horses
Hotel , and , it being the evening for Installing Brother
P.M. AA'estgate, your readers of this town and the many
Brethren members of this Lodge, who I may truly say are
scattered over the four quarters of the globe, will not lie
su prised to know that the Lodge was filled to excess by
its numerous members, and a large gathering of visitors
from the other Lodges of the town. The meeting had
been fixed for seven o'clock, Bro. Turner, P.M., having
taken thc chair, in consequence of that lamentable occur-
rence, which took pla-c in Lodge that day twelve months,
when our beloved and esteemed Bro. King was sum-
moned from this sublunary abode to that Grand Lodge
above, just as he was 111 the act of performing the duties
of AV. M. The minutes of the last meeting were read and
confirmed. Bro. AA'enlworth passed to the degree of a
Fellow Craft. Mr. Antcliff was initiated. The Instal-
lation of AV. M being the next and most importan t busi-
ness of the evening, the duties i f  Installing Master de-
volved upon Bro. J. AV. AVhiuhead , P.M., who pre-
sented the AA'.M. Elect and afterwards conducted the
whole proceedings. The new AV. M. having taken ihe
chair, commenced at once lo Invest his officers as
fellows :—Bro. Dakin , S.AA'. ; Bro. Hill yanl, I.W. ; Bro.
Booth , S.D. ; Bro. Canharm , I.D. ; Bro. Orton , I.G.
The AA'.M. then rose and addressed the Brethren, thank-
ing them for the high honour they had conferred upon
him for the second time, and then in most feeling terms
alluded to that melancholy event to which we have before
referred . Before concluding his remarks he announced to
thc Brethren that they had a very short time since the
pleasure of affording relief to a worthy, although dis-
tressed Bro , and he believed that Ihe Secretary 'had re
ceived a communication from him expressive of thc deep
fe*lmg of gratitude he owed to the Lodge. There being
no further business before the Lodge, he proceeded to
close the Lodge, after which the Brethren then adjourned
lo refreshment . Thc usual toasts 1 eing dul y honoured ,
the AA'. Master, in proposing for '"The Visitors,"
said : Brethren it is always one of thc most p'casing
duties which a AV. M. has to perform at the festive board
in proposing the health of A'isiang Brothers, and upon
this occasion it was especial ly so, when he saw before him
such a good ly number representing, not onl y the Lodges
in this Province, but others from a greater distance. He
1 hanked them for the honour they had done him. and he
assured them that any t 'me tee St. Luke's Lodge would
be ever ready to receive with a hearty welcome all who
would favou r him with their presence. The AV.M. then
coupled the names of this toa«t with the Rev. Bro. San-
derson , P.M., and P.P.G.C , of Lodge Prince of AVales ;
Bro. Tracey, P.M., Lodge Perfect Friendshi p ;  Bro.
Clarke, J.AV., Lodge British Union ; Bro. Stevens, Lodge
Perseverance, Norwich ; all of whom responded .

ROCHDALE. —PROIIITV AND FREEDOM LODGE
(No. 367).—The installation meeting of this Lodge was
held on Thursday the 16th inst , at the Bull's Head
Hotel, Sirallbridge, Rochdale, and was well attended.
The Lodge was opened in due form, and thc minutes of
last meeting unanimously confirmed . The ballot for Mr.
James Leach proving favourable he was initiated into the
mysteries of Freemasonry. Bro. AVm. Schofield , AA'.M,
elect, was then installed in the chair of K.S. according
lo ancient custom , and appointed the following officers :
Bros. William J. Kinder, S.AA'.; AVm. Bcswicke, J.AV. ;
A. F. Shore, S.D. ; J. Schofield , J.D'.; C. M. Jones,
P.M., Treasurer ; Swift , Secretary ; Robert AVren, P.M.1). of C. ; Henry Ashworth , I.G.; AA*. Davis Tyler.
The ceremony of Installation was performed by Bro. T.
Baker Ashworth , P.M., in the most impressive and
eloquent manner. Four candidates were proposed for
initiation at uext meeting, and ihe Lodge was then
closed. An excellent banquet was served by Bro.
McOwen. The usual toasts were proposed by the AV.M.
Responding to thc toast of the Provincial Grand Officers.
Bro. Jones, P.M., and Bro. Roberts , P.M., both P.P.G.
Officers , gave the brethren some interesting information ,
respecting the proposed East Lancashire Systematic
Masonic Educa ional and Benevolent Institution.

MANCHESTER.—Low;-! OF TRUTH (NO. 145S.)—
This Lodge met at the Royal Archer Hotel , Dale Street ,
on thc 4th inst. The minutes of last regular meeting,
which included the election of AA'.M. for thc ensuing
year, were confirmed unanimousl y. Mr. AA'm. Richardson
was initiated into Freemasonry. Bro. Caldwell , P. M.
I) , of C, assisted by Bro. James E. Hall , AA'.M. 1459,
then installed Bro. Charles Joel Kent , AV. M. elect , in
the chair of K.S., and the ceremony was performed in .1
most impressive manner. The following officers were
appointed by the AV.M. :—Bros. James Batchcldcr , S.AA'.;
Jas. Branton , J.AV. ; Thos. Tyers , P.M., Treasurer; AVm.
John Kinder , Secretary ; Robt Fallows, S. D. ; AVm.
Cox, J.D. ; J. Taylor, I.G. ; E. AValton , and R. AVheel-
f loii , Stewards ; C. lieswick Tyler. Many visitors were
present , and the following Lod ges were represented ,
viz :—Provincial Grand Lodge, 5S1, S79, 999, 1011 ,
1077, 1083, 11 61, 1219, 1357. After the Lodge was
closed , thc brethren adjourned to banquet , .nnd to cele-
brate the Festival of St. John. The usual toasts were
given and dul y honou red . A handsome P.M.'s jewel
had been subscribed for amongst thc brethren , and the
AV.M. presented it to the immediate Past Master , Bro.
Smith , who accepted it with an appropriate acknowled g-
ment. Au event of a gratif y ing character was the atten-
dance of Bro. Charles AV. Kent , P.M., S79, thc AA'.M.'s
father who, within three days afterwards was himself
installed first AV. .AI. of the Leopold Lodge, No. 1571 ,
Bermondsey , London. The musical arrangements were
under the direction of Bro. Balehelder , and all carried
out in a creditable manner.

LEIU'.STJCR. —JOHN OF GA U N T  (No. 523). —Thc
regular monthl y meeting of this Lodge, was held at Free-
mason 's Hall , Thursday, December 16. Thc AA'.M.,



J. T. Thorpe, in the chair, supported by Bros. S. S.
Partridge, I.P.M. ; AV. T. Rowlett *, T. A. AVykes,
J.AA'.; AV. B. Smith , Treas. ; R. Taylor, Secy. ; AV. C.
Shout, S.D. ; J. Odell , J.D. ; J. Young, I.G. ; J. F.
Smith, Steward ; C. Bembridge, Tyler ; and Bros. T.
AVorthington, AV.M., 50 ; F. J. Baines, P.M. ; A. S.
Dale, T. R. Pickering, f. M. Pad movc, E. AV. Potter,
J. T. Gunn , AV. Chamberlain , AV. I-I. Church , J. M.
Quin, S. Knight , J. McAllister, E. Mason , S. Cleaver,
G. AV. Statham , &c. Thc Lodge being duly opened ,
the minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
The W.M. gave the first tracing board to the initiates of
preceding month. Bros. J. Mitchell , Padmoie and Arthur
Shallot Dale, having been examined in the first degree,
were passed in regular order to the degree of Fellow-craft.
Resuming business in the first degree, Bro Partrid ge,
I.P.M., on behalf ofthe new Albert Edward Lodge, No.
1560, asked a loan of the John of Gaunt furniture, &c.
until such time as arrangements then pending could be
mad e for the purchase of a new set at the probable joint
expense of the several town lod ges, which application
was willingly granted. Bro. Partridge , I.P.M., after
apologizing for the absence of Bvo C. Stretton, P.M., 279,
announced that the festival of the Royal Masonic Bene-
volent Institution for aged Freemasons and Freemasons'
-widows, would be held early in February, and Bro.
Stretton having been appointed to represent the province
as Steward on lhat occasion, Bro. Partrid ge gave notice
of motion, that at the next regurar meeting he should
move, that a donation be voted from the funds of this
Lodge to the R. M.B.I., to be placed on Bro. Stretton's
list as steward. Apologies for absence having been re-
ceived from Bros. G. Toller, P.M., and C. Johnson , P.M.,
Organist, the Lodge was closed in due form.

HEREWARD LODGE, BOURN , LINCOLNSHIRE (No.
1,232).—On AA'ednesday evening, December 8, 1875, this
Lodge assembled and unanimously confirmed their pre-
vious Lodge minutes in their election of AV.M. for the
ensuing year. AVhcn the Rev. Daniel Ace, D.D.,
P.P.G.C. for Lincolnshire, of Lodges 660, 1,232, and
t,482, and at present P.G.C. for Provincial Royal Arch
Chapter, and Mark Grand Lodge for Lincolnsh ire, was
duly installed W.M. of Hereward Lodge (No. 1,232),
Bourn , Lincolnshire, 1875-6. The Brethren were favoured
with the distinguished presence of two of the Secretaries
of our Masonic charities in London to do honour to the
new AV.M., one of tho: c gentlemen attesting that he had
personally known their new AA'.M. for nearly twenty
years, both as a clergyman in the metropolis and as a
member of the Craft ; and in every relation of life he had
proved him a gentleman of the hi ghest honour and inteij-
rlty. Several high officers , very eminent in the Craft,
would have been present had not the weather proved ex-
tremely inclement. The brethren , however, who assem-
bled on this auspicious occasion spent a most enjoyable
evening, not the shadow of a shad e to disturb their har-
mony." The speeches, too, delivered were admirable,
especially those of our London Secretaries on the utility
of our Masonic charities, and their urgent claims for sup-
port. The Lodge at Bourn has very creditably for some
time past worked its way successfull y under difficulties ;
and it is confidentl y expected th at their new Master and
his Wardens, with the Past Masters and other honoured
Brethren, will fully prove that thc Hereward Lodge has
undeniable claims for distinction and success, lo which it
is entitled by charitable exertions and quiet pcrses-erancc
in well doing.

INDIA.
MAZAGON.— LODGE '' CONCORD," (NO. 757 E.C).

—The regu'nr meeting of this lodge was held in the Free-
masons' Hall, Mazagon , on Saturday, the 20th Novem-
ber, 1875. Present , AVor. Bros. AV. C. Rowe, AV.M. I
G. R. Henderson, I.P.M.; 11. Robinson, P.M. ; J. N.
Dtldy, P.M 1 Bros. F. Burdett as S.AV. ; AV. l'carn as
J.AV. ; F. Burdett , Treasurer ; AV. E. Ciaddock as Sec-
retary ; J. Spiers, S.D. ; AV G. Davie, J.D. ; J. Luke,
D.D. ; J. E. Tyres, Organist : J F. Grew, Steward ; L.
Thomas, J.G. ; J. A\r. Scager, Tyler. Members, Bros
J. II. Burrctt , J. Armstrong, AV. AV. AVilson, J. May,
II. AA'atson, J. A. De Gauca, T. AA'. Brownimth , S. Needs,
J. D. Longden, J. G. Da Cunlia , &c , itc. A'isitors,
Bros. A. McKenrie, P. M. , 944 E.C. ; II. AV. Barrow,
P.M. 944 E.C. ; II. Counsel), AA'.M. 1100 E.C. ; F. C.
Lafond , HOD E.C. ; T. E. Lafond ,' HOO E.C. ; C. Par-
ker , 1100 E.C. ; A. II. Axford , 351 S.C. ; E. Brown,
:6o E.G., &c. The lodge was opened with prayer at 6.50
p in The summons convening the meeting was read .
The minutes of the last regular meeting were read and
confirm ed. The minutes of the last meeting of the per-
manent committee were read and adopted. AA'cr. Bro.
B. Robinson , P.M. , proposed , and AA'or. Bro. G. R.
Henderson , I.P. M , seconded Mr. Samuel Needs, Loco
Fireman , B.B., and C. I. Ry Parcll as a candidate for
initiation. AA'or. Bro. G. R. Henderson , I. P.M., then
informed the lodge that a letter had been received by
AA'or. Bro. B. Robinson , P.M., respecting the proposition
for Mr, Samuel ¦N eeds, but it was received too late to
bring before Ihe last regular meeting, so it was sent to the
AA'or. Mas, AA'. C. Rowe, and received his sanction to be
entered on the summons for thc regular meeting of 20th
November , 1875. The ballot was then taken for Mr.
!•'. AA'. Brownniitt , Mr. Jeronimo Accacio De Gama and
Mr. Samuel Needs, and announced dul y elected. Mr.
Thomas AVilliam Brownniitt, Mr. Jcronicuo Accacio De
Gama , and Mr. Samuel Needs , properl y prepared , were
then duly and respectively admitted and initialed into the
secrets and mysteries of ancient Freemasonry. The AA'or.
Master then informed Bro. J. Armstrong lhat , owing to
he time being taken up with thc - newl y In i t ia ted
Brethren , that he would have lo defer raisin g him to the
Thud Degree unt i l  the next lod ge meeting. AA'or. Bro.
G. K. Henderson , I,P.M. , proposed , and AA'or. Pro. B.

Robinson , P.M., seconded, that a letter of condolence be
sent, in the name of the lodge, to the widow of our late
Brother, C. Lowe, P. J. AV. AVor. Bro. G. R. Hender-
son, I.P.M., proposed , and AVor. Bro. B. Robinson,
P.M., seconded , that a letter be sent to Messrs. Spencer
and Co. respecting the inferior quality of the officers '
clothing recently received from home. The AVor. Master,
AV. C. Rowe, then said that all Breth ren that were m
arrears should be informed, that no Brethren in arrears
will be entitled to give their vote at the next election , un-
less they are clear on the books, as per bye-laws (see
Voting, Art. X\TIII. A letter from Bro. A. AV. Sea-
brook , J. AV., was then read , asking to have his name
placed on the absent list, at the expiration of his term of
office , and was recorded as desired by the AA'or. Master.
AA'or. Bro. G. R. Henderson , I.P.M., then read a letter
received from the AA'or. Master, which accompanied .1
very handsome red silk-velvet cushion , with the device,
name and number of the lodge, exquisitely -worked in
gold. This cushion is to have the Volume of the Sacred
Law laid thereon. The Brethren being dul y informed
of the above, a cordial vote of thanks was returned for
this most valuable and fraternal gift. A letter from AVor.
Bro. Alfred King was then read , asking for a receipt or
voucher, to produce should he desire to join a lodge at
home, he being on twelvemonths' leave. His absent
dues being paid up to June, 1876, inclusive, a certificate
was granted . There being no further business before thc
lodge, it was closed with solemn prayer at 9.50 p.m.

StoKaitir.
SCOTLAND, PAISLEA'.—THE ST. MIRREN

LODGK, (NO. 129) , held a funeral Lodge on Monday
evening, thc 13th inst. , in memory of the late Brothers
Alex. Morrison , S.S.P.G.L.R.E. , and Geo. Smith ,
Standard Bearer ofthe Lodge. The-Lodge was opened
at seven o'clock by Bro. Henry Sheppard Edmonds,
R.AV.M., and on the dais were :—Brothers the Rev. AV.
Fowler Mills, Ledge Chaplain ; John Pet<-rs, R. AA'.M.,
No. 153, Pollokshaws ; John Cunningham, I.P.M., No.
347, Rutherglen; Geo. Glen , R.AV.M., No. 426, Ren-
frew ; AA'm. Lewis, M.D., Houston, R. AV.M., No. 242 ;
Alex. M'Lcod, P.M., No. 129, Paisley ; and Thos.
Bustard , D.M., No. 129, Paisley. The AA'ardens' chairs
were occupied by AVm. Gemmil, S.AA'., and George
Fisher, J.AAr., and there was a rood attendance.

Rev. Brother Mills said — The solemn occasion ,
brethren , which brings us together to-night is a striking
instance ofth e uncertainty of life and the vanity of all
human pursuits, and it cannot fad to produce those
suitable sensations and correct sentiments which such
occurrences arc peculiarly calculated to inspire. The last
offices paid to the dead , although they cannot affect the
state of the departed , are useful as lectures to the living.
From them we may derive instruction , and consider every
solemnity of this kind as a summons to prepare for our
own approaching dissolution. In addressing you upon
the death of our departed Brothers , much might be ad-
vanced relative to them ; but it will be needless for me to
particularise, as any omission of mine will be readily
supplied by many present, who both knew and admired
them. The large assembly bears witness to their worth
as Masons, and wc have every reason to believe that both
were esteemed and respected as Christians. Pei lection,
it is true, is not an attribute of man ; in vain may we
seek for it in any. Frailty and infirmity cleave inseparably
to us all. But whatever were thc foibles which they
mi ght have shared in common with their species, they
were counterbalanced by the reedeeming qualities of thc
heart and mind. Our chief aim , however, is to make
tliis solemn meeting subservient to the important pttrpocss
of religious and personal edification, "Dust thou art
and unto dust shalt thou return "is a sentence, which ,
when the fulfilment of it is immediately presented to our
eyes, cannot but strike terror into every attentive mind.
AVho could in reference to the respected subjects of our
discourse, abstain from reflecting that the same destiny
which has befallen those whom we so latel y consigned to
the silent chambers of the tcmb, awaitshimrelf? "That
the place which now knows him shall know him no more
for ever?" These word s do not affect the immedia 'c
connect ion only of the departed , they speak aloud to us
all. * A voice from the tomts echoes back the awakening
declaration of the Scri ptures which assures us, ' That
man walkelh in a vain show." What is our life? " It
is even a vapour that appcareth for a little time then
vanishes away. Death , that indiscriminate leveller I rings
down tbe vigour of manhood with as much certainly as
he crushes the helplessness of infancy or sweeps away the
decrcptilude of age. If reflections on that awful event
tend to depress the pride of thc human heart , so should
they also elevate their thoughts lo lhat ha; pier world,
where no sorrows arc ever permitted lo damp the ardcur
of our iovs/and where no corroding causes invade that
fulness of fehciiy winch , m nifxliaustable streams is
retired out continuall y upon its blessed inhabitants, to
that celestial city wh ere the sun shall be no more th y
li ght by d-y,  neither shall the moon give to tlicc by ni gh t ;
but the Lord shall be unto ihce as an everlasting li ght ,
and th y God th y glory. AA'hen the warning stroke comes
to us, shall it find us with faces and hearts turned
toward s thc heavenl y Jerusalem , seeking with full purpose
of mind the mansions of the blessed , or shall il lind us
combined about much serving—swallowed up in worldl y
cares, and given over to the lusts of the flesh , the lust of
thc eyes, and thc pride of life. Let me urge upon you
the nectss 'ty of preparing for the nionienlnts issue to-
ward s which we arc all rap idl y hastenin g. Every
succeeding hour and minu te  is mini ' ering many with the
silent dead. As it is a; pointed unto  men once for all lo
die , so after death is the jud gment- that  awfu l hour when
the univers al reg ister of every act , word , and thought.

shall be unfolded before an assembled world, angels andarch-angels assisting at that last assize. How importantthen , is readiness for death. Remember, it will comewhether we are ready or not. And, oh, how often itcomes at an unexpected hour. How many go to bedwell, and never rise more. How many go out from homewell, and never return ! Some are snatched away in themidst of their amusements, and others while engaged intheir calling. How necessary then to be always ready-to be ready now. Delay in this case is dangerous
indeed , almost all men talk of preparing at some time
when sickness brings them to the brink of the grave or
when relatives or neighbours are removed they promise
themselves they will repent ,, but often the impression dies
away. The world like the returning tide fills their hearts
with its pleasures and cares and the writing on the sand
is all obliterated , so dies in human hearts thoughts of
death. If a man is living in sin he cannot be happy ; he
may try to be happy by forgetting death ; but he cannot
forget it, and he cannot enjoy life for fear of death. On
the other hand, happy is the life of that man who has
hope through grace. He truly enjoys life, and he may
smile at death. He may say, " For mc to live is Christ,
and die is gain. AVhile I live here Christ is with me;
when I die I shall be with Christ." O let us prepare
to follow our departed friends, favotvred with an early
call to gloiy, whilst we remain here below ; let us be
active for God , let us support with propriety the charac-
ter of our Order, by a holy life and rel igious conversation ;
let us live each day as if it were the last ; let us live to-
day as if we were never to see to-morrow, of the very
existence of which none of us are at all assured. Let us
strive to enter in at the narrow gate which leadeth unto
everlasting life, and walk worthy of the high vocation
to which we arc called, that as we may at last arrive at
those blessed mansions of glory where we shall join our
kindred sp irits around the throne, where the corruptible
shall have put on incorniption , and where there shall be
no more death. This, we beg, for the honour of Christ 's
name, to whom be glory now and for ever. Amen.

A beautif.il and impressive funeral service was gone
through, at the conclusion of which the Right AA'orshipful
Masters, who accompanied Brother Edmonds to the dais,
were unanimously elected as honorary members of thc
Pais'ey, St. Mirrins' Lodge. Thereafter thc Lodge was
closed and the benediction pronounced by the Chaplain.

GLASGOAV.—LODGE " KENMUIR ," (No. 570).—The
regular meeting of this lodge was held on Thursday even-
ing, 16th inst., in their lodge-room, Easlfield-p lace,
Springbutn , and was numerousl y attended by thc mem-
bers and visiting brethren , Brother John Law, R.AV.M. ,
presiding. Bro. Robert Aikman (Master elect) , and thc
other office bearers in their respective places. The busi-
ness before the meeting was the installation of office-
bearers ; the ceremony was performed by Brother John
Law, I.P. M., in a most impressive manner, after which
thc brethren saluted the newly-clcctcd R.AV.M. with the
usuol honours. The R.AV.M. then complimented Bro.
Law for thc way he had discharged the duties of thc chair
since the erection of the lodge ; lie had won the good
opinion of all the brethren from his untiring efforts to pro-
mote the interests of Lodge Kenmuir. The lodgge was
then transferred from labour to refreshment , when the
usual loyal and Masonic toasts were given and responded
lo. and after the Tyler 's toast the lodge was recalled to
labour, and closed in due form.

KTLBURCII AM.—LODGE ST. BURCIIA M (NO. 156).
—A special meeting of this lodge was held on AA'ednes-
day evening, 15th inst., for the purpose of installing thc
office bearers who had been elected on St. And rew's
night. Bro. Daniel Cunningham presided , and performed
the ceremony of installation. The office-bearers for the
ensuing year are as follows :—AVilliam Lewis, M.D.
(Houston). R.AV.M. ; D. Cunningham, I.P.M. ; Andrew
Buchanan , D.M. ; D. Scrymgeom , S.M. ; R. Craig,
S.AV. ; John Orr , J.AV. ; AV. Kirkland, Ireus ; Andw.
Grant , Sec. ; J. AA'ylic, S.D. ; Jas. Stevenson , J.D. ;
John Hill , B.B. ; AV. Crawford , S.B. ; Peter AA'oodrow,
Architect ; Alex. Anderson, S.S. ; R. Caldwell , J.S. ; J.
Lindsay, I.G. ; and A. Mitchell , Tyler. Bro. Dr. Lewis,
R.AA'.M., having returned thanks to Bro. Cunningham
for having presided , it was unanimousl y agreed to 'ccle-
brate the F estival of St. John on 22nd December, after
which the lodge was closed in proper form.

ACCIDENTS .—So frequent are carriage accidents be-
coming, both in town and country, lhat the total is said
to number over one hundred thousand annuall y, and il is
a fact , proved beyond all question , that accidental injury
to vehicles of all kinds is greatly on the increase. Many
accidents arc occasioned by Ihe carelessness of drivers
and furious driving ; and it is a feature iu insurance ,
hi ghl y commendable to thc company, and deserving of
notice , that we call attention to a coachman's good-con-
duct bonus, given by Thc London and Provincial Carriage
Incurance Company, Limited , 17, Queen A'icloria-str cct ,
E.C , to encourage as much as possible the steadiness
of servants hav ing the charge of carriages and
horses. In the company 's detailed prospectus every
information is given as to thc frequent sources of accidents
to vehicles (the annual damage being estimated at
nearl y ,£500,000) with rate of insurance , &c ,
that will commend ilsc -lf to private , profes-
sional , and commercial readers. All who arc in the habi t
of driving can realize the continual dangers to which they
are exposed, and an accident easil y occasioned often
results in sevci c pecuniary loss. A po licy of assurance in
this  company is a full indemnification against loss. Con-
ducted on sound princi ples, Thc London and Provincial
Carriage Insurance Company is deserving of the warmest
support.


