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C O N T E N T  S.

REPORTS OF MASONIC MEETINGS.

toraft !l'a_ .nrg.
PHCENIX LODGE (No. 173).—An excellent

Slathering of this old lodge was held at thc Freemasons'
Tavern , on Saturday, the nth inst. The following
ofiicers were present :—Bros. Alassey, W.M. ; Philli ps,
S.W. j Finch , J.W. ; Uutford , Treasurer; Mathews,
Secretary ; Allen , S.D. ; Bl yth , J.O. ; Andrews, I.G. ;
Vine, Steward ; leky il , Organist; Watson , P.M. Wil-
son , P.M.; Gru n, P.M. ; Vine , P.M. ; Speight, P.M. 27,
Ty Kr. The minutes of the previous meeting having been
read and . or.lirmed, the W M. passed Bros. Wood and
Lnuiu , and raised Bros. Gilbert , Stauham , and J. V'iney.
Thc ceremonies were most effectivel y performed. Upon
thc motion of Iiro. Blyth , J.D., it was unanimously re-
solved that Ihe handsome sum necessary to make the
lodge a V.P. of the Koyal Masonic Benevolent Institution ,
in addition to that alread y subscribed , should be voted
fro m the lo.I ge funds at the festival of the Institution in
1877. It vvas moved by the W.M., and seconded by Bro.
Sharman , P.M., that app lica tion should be made to found
a chapter in connection with the " Phcenix." Au im-
portant private matter having been discus'cd at length ,
thc lod ge was closed , aud thc breth ren adjourned to an
excellent banquet. Amongst the visitors were Bros. Oug h ,
P.G.P., Sec ; Binckes , P.G.S., Se.rctary Royal Masonic
Institution for Boys, fix. ; Head , P.M. 8S1, 311) ; Watts,
W.M. St. Paul's; T. C. Walls , S.D. i;?8 i , _:c., Smith ,
153; Burden , 180 ; Trollard , 118; Roche, 0,01 ; Cole-
grave, 11 ;8; Tremeer , Acacia , Southall. Before
th e usual toasts were proposed Bro. Binckes rose, and
having obtained the W.M.'s permission to speak , stated
that in conscience of a pressing domestic engagement he
had to leave , but he could not do so without first express-
ing the warm gratitude he fill at thc generosity that had
been evinced that day by thc lodge upon the motion of
Bro. Blyth th ;t the large amount necessary to qualif y thc
W.M. for the time being a V.P. of the Institut ion of
which he (the speaker) was a represe ntative , had been so
unanimousl y voted. He then :po)cc upon thc great benefit
conferred by the three Masonic Institutions , namely,
assistance and accomodation to 200 aged , and board ,
education , and clothing, lo 133 girls and 189 boys.
With respect to the latter he believed tbat by the end of
the year a sum of over £i;;,oo would be found to
have been sulscribed in 1876 to that institution , which
was a practical proof i.f its popularity . In conclusion
Bro. Binckes said that he hoped the good and benevolent
examp le set by the brethren of the Phoenix that day would
be followed by many others throughout the kingdom. The
usual routine of toasts then followed in quick succession.
Bro. Ough , P.G.P., briefly acknowled ged the toast of
"The Grand Office rs." In proposing "Thc Health of the
W.M,," Bro. Wilson , P.M., expressed the great pleasure
he felt in having that duty to perform. He then went on
to state that the VV.M. throughout his connection with the
lod ge hatl runlered himself extremel y agreeable to them
all , and his zea l in the carrying out of his duties was
most praiseworthy. Iu order lo preside that day, the
W.M. had come from Sweden , although he had written
reque sting that he, Bro. Wilson , would attempt to dis-
charge his responsibil ities, which he would have been only
too pleased to have done. This toast having been received
With, excellent " fire ," the W.M. replied by giving a very
interesting account of his visit to a Swedish lod ge, and the
warm reception he, as a representative of an English lodge,
had experienced. He told them tbat the Master of a

lodge in that country was looked upon with almost a regal
veneration by his brethren , and held his office direct from
thc King, to whom he was alone responsible. In conclus'on
he informed them that the Master and brethren of the
lod ge that he had visited had specially desired him to re-
member them to their Eng lish brothers. " The Health
of the Visitors " followed , and vvas responded to by Bro.
Watts, W.M. St. Paul's, and several others. In intro-
ducing the toast of ''The Past Masters," the W.M. paid
a very high comp liment to that worthy body, which was
so largely represented in the Phcenix. The toast having
been dul y honoured , the veteran P.M., Bro. W. Watson ,
made an excellent rep ly. Bros. Wilson and Vine also
responded at length . " The Health of thc Officers " fol-
lowed, and gave the W.M. an opportunity of warmly
expatiatin g upon the several merits of the Treasurer ,
Secretary, Wardens , Deacons, and their subordinates , who
worked to one common end , namely, the prosperity and
efficiency of thc lod ge. In response to this toast , the S.
and J. Wardens, the Secretary, the Deacons, and others,
made good replies, Bro. Phillip? , the S.W., being par-
ticularly witty in his speech. The J .W., amongst other
things , called the attention of the lodge to the high honour
that had been paid to Bro. Jeky ll , their Organist, who
had been appointed by the Queen , upon the recommenda-
tion of the Bishop of London , Organi st to the Chapel
Royal. During the proceedings, instrumental and vocal
music vvas given by Bros. Read, Farquharson , Treemer,
Walls, Wilson , and others. The Tyler's toast was called
at ten o'clock, and thc brethren shortly afterwards ad-
journeiTuntil the second Saturday in February next.

DOMATIC LODGE (No. 177).—This strong
lodge held its election meeting on Friday, the 8th inst.,
at Anderton's Hotel , Fleet-street. There were present
Bro. G. Everett , I.P.M., W.M. 1381, in the chair , in the
absence, throug h continued illness, of the W.M., Bro.
Treadwell ; Bros. Willing, jun., S.W.; Palmer, J.W.;
J. Smith, P.G.P., Treas. ; Williams, W.M. Metropolitan ,
Sec. ; Buscall , S.D.; Harris, acting I.G. ; Spink , D.C. ;
Maclean , A.W.S.; Adams, P.G.P., P.M. ; Hay dn , P.M. ;
Walford , P.M. ; Ferguson , P.M., Kent , P.M. ; H. Potter,
P.M. Thc visitors were : Bros. E. Jones , l.W. 102; T.
C. Walls, S.D. 1381 , fire. ; Shand , I.G. 13 63 ; Hunt , 224 ;
Cunning ham , Neptune ; Lansdovvn, New Concord ;
Maeers, 87 1;  Wardlcy, 1381; Owen , 1459 ; Marker,
&c. Thc minutes of the previous meeting were read and
confirmed , 'fhe I.P.M. then raised Bro. Milieu , passed
Bro. Cox, and initiated Messrs. Read , Pcthcr, Scattergood ,
Davies, and Brangwin. These arduous labours having
been most satisfactoril y performed , the election of W.M.
was proceeded with , and resulted in the unanimous elec-
tion of Bro. Willing, jun., thc S.W., P.M. of the Metro-
politan. In so large a lodge as 177, this universal ex-
pression of confidence ia the S.W. must be particularly
gratif ying to that brother. The Treasurer, Bro. Smith,
was also unanimously rc-ciccted, and the Tyler re-ap-
pointe d. Bros. Scard , Everett , jun. ; J. Jones, Foxcroft
and Harris having been elected auditors , and a P.M.'s
jewel voted to thc retiring Master, the lodge was closed ,
and the breth ren , to the number of 104, adjourned to the
banquet. The usual loyal and Craft toasts having been
given , Bro. Smith , who had acknowled ged the toast of the
Grand Ofiicers, proposed " The Health of the W.M., Bro.
Treadvvell .Jiml his substitute the I.P.M., Bro. Everett , who
he said occupied the chair iu the double capacity of W.M.
and as a P.M. I le paid him , he said , the compliment that
was due to him hy congratulating him upon thc manner
he had discharged the duties of the W.M. for nearly two
years. In a large lod ge like the "Domatic " this was a
labour of no little difficult)' , and he called attention to the
fact that there had been that day a raising, a passing,
and five initiations. In reply the I.P.M. said he was
both pleased and nattered at the manner his health had
been proposed and drank. He then proposed " The In-
itiates ," and stated that he was proud that the last night
of his appearance in the character of W.M. had been
signalized by thc admission of five gentlemen into the
mysteries of the Craft. It appeared to be a great desire
on the part of many to join the old " Domatic," although
there were plenty of new lodges out of the 140 that had
been founded in thc last few years to choose from. He
only hoped that great cate would be always evinced by
the brethre n cf the different lod ges as to who they
admitted into their ranks , because the future pros-
perity of the Craft greatly depended upon it. This
toast having Leen formall y honoured , Bro. Davies,
one of the initiates , made an excellent reply. " The
Visitors " toast having been duly proposed and pledged ,
Bros. Cunningham and Marker made suitable responses.
In proposing " Thc Health of the W.M. Elect," the
I.P.M. said he considered it was a toast that they all
should receive most warmly. He wished personally to
express his hi gh appreciation of Bro. Willing, jun., as a
Mason , and the gicat esteem and regard he entertained
for him as a man. lie believed that no member of the
lodge could have worked harder or so well in the super-
vision of tliedutics of the Secretary than the subject of the
toast had , and in conclusion he wished him good health
and a prosperous year of office. The S.W., in reply, said
that it vvas particularly gratif ying to him to be unani-
mously elected W.M. of so large and important a lodge as
No. 177, which boasted as having nearly 200 members. He
should , during his year of oflice, endeavour to study the
interests of the lodge in every conceivable way, and hoped
that the Past Masters of the lodge would render him their
valuable assistance. In briefl y giving " The Health of
the Past Masters " the I.P.M. made a witty allusion to
their being not onl y a^vcry ornamental but a highly useful
body. Bio. Ferguson , P.M., in reply said that he could
only reiterate what lie had expressed many times before,
that it was very pleasing to have their names so enthusi-
astically received. lie believed that the Past Masters were
all proud at holding that rank in so influential and im-
portant a lodge as the Domatic, and that they were
always most willing to do the best that they could for the
interests of their brethren , Bro. Kent , P.M., in thc

course of his remarks, stated that his connection with the
lodge was full of the most pleasant memories. Before he
occup ied the proud positio n of W.M. he had to work very
hard for six years, aud he believed that his labours had
not been altogether in vain. In conclusion he said that
the lodge had elected a good Master in the person of
their Bro. Willing, who had Freemasonry thoroughly at
heart , and for his own part he should ever regard it a
most distinguished honour to be called a Past Master of
the Domatic Lod ge. In proposing " The Health of the
Treasurer and Secretary " the I.P.M. extolled the ser-
vices of those important officers. He said that Bro. Smith
had occupied a position of Treasurer for upwards of
thirty years most efficientl y, and he hoped that he would
be spared many years to fulfil the duties of that office ,
which no brother in the Craft better understood. In speak -
ing of the acting Secretary, Bro. T. Williams, the I.P.M.,
hi ghly complimented him upon the manner in which he
discharged the responsibilities of the position. He had
heard that he was equally successful in the higher walks
of Masonry, namely, as a W.M., which office he held in
thc Metropolitan Lodge. In conclusion , he congratulated
the lod ge upon possessing two such worthy officers. The
Secretary, in the absence of thc Treasurer, having replied ,
the toast of " The Officers " followed , and gave Bros.
Willing, Palmer, Buscall , Spink , and others, an oppor-
tunity of addressing the lodge. In the intervals of thc
toasts, Bros. Marker , Palmer, Walls, Harris, Walford,
& _., vocally entertained the brethren. The next meeting
of this lod ge will be held on the second Friday in January.

PERFECT ASHLAR. LODG-E (No. 1178) .—
The regular meeting of this lodge was held on Thursday,
the 7th inst., at the Bridge House Hotel, Southwark .
Bro. W. T. Lover, W.M., presided. He in an able
manner raised Bro. W. Royal , and initiated five gentle-
men into Freemasonry. There were several candidates
proposed for initiation into the Order at the next meeting.
The lod ge was closed and adjourned to Thursday, Feb-
ruary ist, 1877. Bro . Isaac Quincey became the Steward
to represent the lodge at the forthcoming festival to be
held at Freemasons' Mall , on Monday, February 12th ,
1877, for thc Royal Benevolent Institution for Aged Free-
masons and the Widows of Freemasons. There were
present during thc evening besides those named :—Bros.
VV. Batchelor, S.W. ; F. Garbett , J.W. ; F. II. Ebsworth ,
P.M., Treas. ; F. Walters, P.G.J.D. Mid. and P.M., Sec. ;
J. Stock, S.D. ; T. Simpson , I.G. ; J. A. Smith , I.P.M. ;
C. Dcakin , P.M. ; E. H. Vagg; E. Amans ; J. Quincey ;
S. E. C. Shaw ; F. Brid ges ; J. R. Fenvvick ; G. Taylor ;
J. J. Bell ; J. Wakelin ; J. S. Hood ; F. W. Stamp ; E.
Brid ges ; R. Challoner ; T. Edworthy; T. Parratt ; G. 1.
Judge ; J. G. Gibbs ; J. Gebringe ; W. Young; and
others. The visitors were Bros. T. W. Adams, S.W.,
1623 ; C. W. Kent , P.M., 879 ; T. White, P.M. 22 ; J.
Brown , -,07 ; J. Smith , 12*17, &c. &c.

MACDONALD LODGE (No. 1216).— This
lodge held its regular meeting on Thursday, thc 14th ol
December, at thc Head Quarters of the First Surrey Rifles ,
Camberwell New Road. Present: Bros. Mark S. Larl-
ham , W.M. ; II. Hammond , S.W.; T. W. Carnell , J.W.;
J. J. Curtis , Sec. ; Capt. A. Styan , Treas. ; C. Foun-
tain , S.D. ; T. Edmonstone.J.D. ; W. C. Hale, D.C. ; A.
Woodcock , I.G. ; W. Grant , Ty ler. Past Masters : Uros.
J. H. Hastie, I.P.M. ; James Stevens, S. I-I. Wagstaff , G.
II. N. Brid ges, and W. J. Messenger. Visitors : Bros.
Watkins and Collam , of the Wandsworth Lodge; also
Bros. Nevill , Harper, Jarman , Dicker, Goldriug, Yougc,
Bradley, and several others. The lodge was opened in the
First Degree, and after confirmation of minutes , Bro. H.
Bridges most ably proved his proficiency as E.A., and
was subsequentl y passed to the Second Degree. A vote
of ten guineas from the Charity Fund was made in aid of
a distressed brother , whose unfortunate circumstances ex-
cited much sympathy. After the dispatch of other Masonic
business , the lodge was closed , and the brethren adjourned
to the large canteen in connection with the corps, and
refreshment followed labour. The usual loyal and
Masonic toasts were duly honoured, and a pleasant hour
or two was spent before separating.

KENNINGTON LODGE (No. 1381).—The last
meeting of this lod ge vvas held at the Surrey Club House,
on Tuesday, the 5th inst., when there were present Bros .
G. Everett. P.M. 177, W.M. ; Hi ggins, S.W. ; Reeves,
J.W, ; Walls , S.D. ; Kohler , J.D. ; Speedy, I.G. ; Page,
P.M., Treas. ; Stuart , P.M., Sec. ; Robinson , A.W.S. ;
Gardner, I.P.M. ; Koch, P.M. ; Drysdale, P.M. ; Ellis , jun..
Org. The minutes of thc previous meeting having been
lead and confirmed , thcW.M.raised Bros. Fischels.Wardley,
and Webster, and initiated Messrs. Bavin andJJ Landau ,
the ceremonies being well performed. Thc lodge was then
closed , and the brethren adjourned to the banquet , which
was well served by the caterer, Bro. F. Trotman. Thc
visitors were Bros. W. Holland , P.M. i cy  ; Waghorn ,
P.M. 946 ; Honncwcll , P.M. Dobic; Palm:., J.W. 177 ;
Rubardt , S.D. 901 ; Wood, 180 ; Moore, 543 ; Collett,
1470 ; Staib, t .174. When the banquet had been full y
discussed thc W.M. gave "Thc Queen and the Cra ft ,"
" H.R.H. the M.W.G.M.," " The Pro and Deputy Grand
Masters, and the rest of thc Grand Officers, Past and Pre -
sent." In proposing " The Health of thc W.M.," the I.P.M.
said that Bro. Everett had done his best to support the
lod ge, and had always manifested a desire to serve thc
brethren , and , moreover , he was well adapted for the posi-
tion , being a past representative of one of the largest lodges
in London. He was pleased to say that thc Kennington
Lodge stood well in the Craft , which was greatly due to
their W.M., and therefore he could not laud his usefulness
and kindly qualities too much. In conclusion thc I.P.M.
said that the officers worked also with great unanimity,
and altogether thc W.M.'s year had been a great success.
Thc W.M., in reply, said that whether it was the Domatic
or the Kennington Lodge, he always endeavoured to dis-
charge his duties as well as he could. The I.P.M. had
praised his conduct too highly, because the chair of K.S.
was not altogether a bed of roses, and sometimes it was
almost an impossibility to preserve an equality of temper



He had , however , endeavoured to do the best he could for
the brethr en , and Masonry was to him a " labour of love."
With regard to the officers he could proudl y say that they
had evinced but one desire , and that was to assist him in
his duties, and he believed that there was not a more
unanimous lodge in the Craft than the Ken nington , and in
conclusion he stated that to promote its comfort and
prosperity was and should be his chief aim. In pled ging
" The Initiates ," the W.M. said it was a toast that shou ld
always be well received. The Kennington was a young
lodge, but they had made many initiates. They should ,
however , be careful who they admitted , because Free-
masonry was never in so flourish ing a state as it
was at the present time , and in order to keep it so, great
discrimination should be exercised m the admission of all
candidates for its mysteries. When three of the royal
family, and the elite of the aristocra cy, were members ,
the outsi-e world must think that there was some-
thing good—somethin g great in its princi ples. Two
gentlemen had presented themselves there that
evening for the purpose of enteri ng the mysteri-
ous portals of Freemasonry, and being well and worthil y
recommended , they were unanimously admitted , and he
h-'p'e- that they would prove good bret hren. This toast
hiving been dul y honoured , both initiates briefly rep lied.
_A introducing " The Health of the Visitors ," the W.M.
said that it was always a pleasing duty to hold out thc
good right hand of fellowshi p to visiting brethren. Thc
Kennington Lod ge was favoured with an excellent caterer
—not the " people 's caterer ," (Bro. Holland) who he was
pleased to see was present—but by a very popular one
nevertheless , namel y, Bro. Trotman , and they could there-
fore al ways rely upon the Fourth Degree being well atten-
ded to, and the comforts of the visitors thereb y enhanced.
It" Vvas very pleasant to invite brethren of different lodges,
and thus cometh a happy bond of brotherhood ; and in
conclusion he bade them, in the name of the lodge, a
hearty welcome. Bro. W. Holland , P.M., in rep ly, said
that he was extremel y obl iged to the W.M. for havin g
given him an opportunity of enjoying a very excellent
evening. The working was excellent , the banquet was
good , and thc vocalization charming; and what more
could thc most fastidious visitor desire. Bro. Waghorn ,
P.M., briefl y said that it had afforded him a very great
pleasure to be present that day, and to witness the excel-
lent " working " of all hands. Bro. Palmer , J .W. 177 ,
said that he was compelled to say a few words , although
he felt tenacious of occupy ing the time of the brethren to
any extent. He had been present at nearly every meeting
of the lodge for two years past , and had almost ceased to
consider himself as a visitor. He then proceeded to con-
gratulate the lodge, amongst other things , upon possess-
ing so zealous a W.M., who had succeeded in bringing
the lodge into an excellent working order. " The Healths
of the Past Masters , the Treasurer and Secretary, and the
Officers followed , which loasts were dul y honoured and
severally responded to. In thc intervals Bros. Honncvvcll ,
Palmer , Walls , Webb , Sirgood , and others , instrumcntall y
and vocally entertained the brethre n. The next meetin g
of the lodge will be held on thc first Tuesday in J anuary
next , being the election night.

ERA LODGE (No. 1423).—This lod ge htld an
emergency meeting on Saturday, the 9th inst.. Bro.
J ohn Baxter Langley, W.M., presided. The work , done in
an able manner was raising and initiations. The usual
twelve-guinea Past Master 's jewel was voted to Bro. J . B.
Lang ley, W.M., for his efficient services during hi. year
of office. Ten pounds were voted from the lodge funds to the
Female Annuity Fund of the Royal Benevolent Institution
in the name of the Secretary of the lod ge for the time
being. The lodge was closed and adjourned to Saturday,
February loth , 1877. There were present :—Bros. F.
Walters , P.G.J .D., Mid. and P.M., Sec. ; B. Wri ght , A.S. ;
E. W. Devereux , S.C. ; S. Wolff , J .D. ; A. F. Loos, I.G. ;
J . W. Baldwin , I.P.M.; J . Faulkner ; A. Baldwin ; J .
Beresford Ry ley ; J . II. Pearson ; Lieut. Walter Cole ,
besides others whose names we were unable to ascertain.
rhcT - v>erc not any visitors . Refreshment followed labour.

ROSE LODGE (No. 1622) .—The regular meeting
of this lodge was held at the Surrey Masonic Hall , Cam-
berwell , en the and inst. The lodge was opened by thc
W.M., Bro. David Rose , al j p.m. There were present :
Bro. David Rose ; J as. Garnar, S.W.; Alf. Allworth , J .W.;
Thos, E. Webb, Treasurer ; J no. Alfred Burgan , Secre-
tary ; A. Stnbling, Org. ; Col. Thuc , S.D. ; A. W. Stea d,
J .D. ; G. P. Collar , D.C; Wm. Hamlyn , W.S. ; L. H.
Goldschmidt ; J . Kirby ; H. Vickery ; A. E. Stead ; W. II .
Smith ; J as Power ; N. G. Waklcy ; J . Whale ; R.
Challoner ; F. A. Pethcrbrid ge; A. H. Williams ; W.
Tobill ; H. L. McKinstry ; J ohn Ward , J .W. ; T. Chap-
man ; and P. P. Perry. The visitors presen t were Bros.
Dick ; Riches ; Larlham , P.M.; Canton , W.M. 1475 ;
Tucker ; Salcedo ; Clark ; Richards; Muggerid ge, W.M.
1328 j Levy ; Smith , P.M.; Thompson ; and Jackson ,
The minutes of the previous lodge meeting having been
confirmed , Bros. Harrison , Perry, Hewett , and R. II,
Williams , were balloted for and dul y elected members of
the lodge. Bros. T. A. Pctherbridgc , W. H. Smith , A. E.
Stead , and J as. Power , who were initiated at the last
meeting, were then passed. The ceremony was rendered
!>/ the W.M. in a very impressive and instructive manner.
Messrs. Jno. Ward , J ohn Wilson , J as. W. Thos. Chap-
man , and Henry L. McKinstry, were then initiated , the
character of the ceremon y throug hout being most efficient,
It is a matter for congratulation that this new lodge
possesses a W.M., by whom our splendid ritual vrill be
suffered in no way to lose its striking force and beauty.
The same remark will app ly to the senior officirs of the
lodge. Bro. Stribling was proposed as an honorary member
by Bro. S. W. Garnar , and seconded by Bro. J .W. All-
worth. The W.M. called the attentio n of the brethren to
Miy handsome gifts to the lodge which were made by
Ero. Kirb y, the Volume of the Sacrrd Law , Bro. Whal ? a

set of magnificent ivory gavels, and Bro. H. Vickery, an
ebony square , level, and plumb rule. Bro. Burgan , Sec,
proposed , and Bro. Allworth , J .W., seconded that a hearty
vote of the thanks be recorded on the minutes of the lod ge
to these brethren for the valuable gifts enumerated.
Capt. Klass Visser , was proposed by Bro. Haml yn as a
candidate for initiation. The lodsre was dulv closed at
7 p.m., when the brethren adjourned to the banquet. The
usual toasts were given and a most enjoyable evening
broug ht to a close.

CARNARVON LODGE (No. 1642) .—An emer-
gency meeting of this lodge , the first meeting since its
consecration , was held on Saturday last at Ladbroke Hall ,
Notting Hill. The W.M., Bro. W. J . Murlis , presided ,
and was supported by the following breth ren :—George
Penn , S.W. ; S. H. Parkhouse , J .W. ; W. Step hens ,
Treas.; Joshua Pushman , Sec. ; W. Gordon , M.P.,
S.D. ; F. Clench , J .D. ; C. Darb y Reade , Chap lain ;
F. Delevanti , Or g. ; G. Smout , jun., Stewd.; Edwd.
M. Lander , I.G,; and visitors : Bros. J ames P. Brock -
man , 150 ; J . S. Adkins , 73 3 ;  J . H. Webb , 834 ;
W. F. Savage , P.M. 1425 ; J . H. Pearson , J .D. 15 67 ;
R. H. Pearson , P.M. 1 196 ; Fred C. Frye , 503 and
195 ; Richard F. Martin , 303 ; F. Empson , 141 ; H ,
Massey (Freemason) ; A. Barfield , P.M. 5 11 ;  C. Wood -
ward , 1607 ; W. Grist , 1487 ; Thomas J . Scrutton ,
87 ; and G. Davis , I.G. 167. Bro. Samuel Smout ,
jun., 1489; R. H. Pearson , P.M. 119 G ; and Frederick
Frye , 503 and 195, were unanimousl y elected joining
members. Afterwards the W.M. initiated the following
five gentlemen in the earliest mysteries of Freema-
sonry :—Mr. Thomas Swift , Mr. James Linscott , Mr.
J ames Bartle , Mr. Joh n Woodmason , and Mr. William
Thomas Hook. In the course of the evening
the W.M. announced to thc brethren the pleasin g
fact that Bro. Swift , one of the above newl y-initiated
brethren , had presented the lod ge with the three chairs.
After the ceremony of initiation , Bro. William Gordon ,
M.P., S.D., proposed this resolution :—" That the founders
of this lodge desire to express their best thanks to thc Rt.
Hon. the Earl of Carnarvon , Pro Grand Master , for his
kindness in allowing this lod ge to use his coat of arms ,
and to ask his lordshi p to kindl y accept the honorary
membershi p of this lodge ; the lod ge also beg cur Pro
Gran d Master to grant a dispensation for a jewel to be
struck to commemorate the consecration of lodge 1642 , the
same to be worn by thc founders. " Bro. Gordon said he
had great pleasure in proposing this resolution , and he
was quite sure that none of the members of the lodge
would ever do anything that would bring disgrace on the
name thc lod ge bore. The W.M. seconded the proposition.
Bro.W. Step hens/Treasurer , asked t .at an alteration might
be admitted to the form of the motion , so that all the
members of the lodge, so long as they remained sub-
scribing members to it , mi ght be allowed to wear thc
jewel. The W.M. said that they might pass thc reso-
lution in its proposed form , and discuss at a future
meeting thc question of what brethren should be per-
mitted to wear the jewel . The motion was then adopted
unanimousl y. Before closing thc lodge the VV.M. re-
marked that there were a set of people going about ,
seeking to entrap thc members of new lodges, and espe-
ciall y to get hold of the names of thc initiates , in order
that they might within the space of some twent y-four
hours after initiation wait upon the initiates , introduce
themselves to them as Masons , and solicit alms. Now,
he wished to warn brethren against any such peop le, for
there was no need in London to relieve any supposed
distressed brother , unless indeed one was acquainted with
him personall y. If a brother was really in distress
there was Grand Lodge to appl y to , where a dis-
tressed brother could get relief. He had before him a
letter to which the writer only affixed his initials " F.R. "
and giving an address in thc Roya l Exchange , request-
ing him (the W.M.) to have a " whi p round" for him ,
for he was in deep distress. Now, it was folly to enter-
tain such an app lication. If any of them met a friend or
brother who was in straitened circumstances , if he vvas
worth y of their kindness , and they knew it , by all means
relieve him ; but they must remember that they were not
on the sands of Arabia , or on Salisbury Plain , where re-
lief was difficult to get at. In Loudon , every distressed
brother , even if he wanted onl y sufficient to get him
lodging for the night , could go to Freemasons ' Hall and
obtain immediate relief to assist him through the ni ght ,
and afterwards lie could apply for assistance to the Board
of Benevolence. If he was a good man and vvas proved
to be such , a proper amount would be awarded lim.
The brethren should be on their guard against peop le
who applied to them. They went round to breth re n say-
ing they had just come from the Master or the S. or
J .W. of certain lod ge who had relieved them. He
knew a case where two ladies went round , one repre-
senting herself as the daug hter of a Freemason , and the
other as the widow of a Freemason . It was against such
people that he wished to warn all the brethren , but par-
ticularl y the initiates , for these peop le actually did in
many cases succeed in getting hold of the names and
addresses of initiates in order that they might app ly to
them. The W.M. having concluded his observations on
this subject , closed lodge with thc customar y formalities ,
and the brethren adjourned to a bountiful banquet sup-
plied by Bro. Linscott. After the ban quet the usual toasts
were pro posed , and when " Thc Queen and the Craft ,"
" The Grand Maste r," " The Pro Grand Master ," " The
Deputy Grand Master and Grand Officers ," had been
honoured , Bro . Wm. Stephens , Treas., proposed " Thc
Health of the W.M. " In doing so he said that he knew
in that neighbourhood this toast would be well r eceived ,
as thc W.AI. was well known there and highly respected.
Bro. Murlis was his child in Freemason ry, and he was
ve ry proud to find him occupying the distinguished posi-
tion of first W.M. of the Earl of Carnarvon Lodge. He

had not only known him in Masonry, but he had been a
private friend of his for 2 1, years , and he had never known
an action of his of which he need be ashamed. Tha t
was something to say of a friend , and in say ing that of
him he knew Bro. Murlis 's nei ghbours and friends would
be able to endorse it. He might add that he knew Bro.
Murlis would sustain the reputation of the lodge during-
Ir.s year of office. 1 he toast having been most cordiall y
received , the W.M. responded , and said that thoug h Bro.
Stephens had spoken so highly of him he felt it was
more than he deserved. Nevertheless , he endeavoured
as far as he could to perform his duties properl y in thc
short space of time that was allotted to him. If he went
astrav or offended a friend he did it unintentionally, and
his object was to do all the good he could in his time. He
believed he had brethren round him who would thoroughl y
support him in all he did , who would bear with all his
defects and try to improve themselves. The W.AI.
then gave " The Initiates ," all of whom were the
neighbours of the brethren of the lodge. After
referring to the known hi gh character which all the
initiates bore in the parish , the W.M. made allusion
to the encourag ing prospects of the lod ge. It had started
well ; it vvas entirel y free from debt ; and every piece of
furniture had been presented to it. To this toast each of
the initiates in his turn responded ; and the W.AI. next
gave the toast of " Thc Visitors. " Each of the visitors
was called upon to respond to this toast , and Bro. Savage ,
P.AI . of the H yde Park Lodge , informed the brethren
that a lodge of instruction was established in the
neighbourhood , and met every Tuesday evening at half-
past seven o'clock at the " Alitre ," and at this lodge of
instruction any of the brethren might obtain the instruc -
tion which would fit them for the proper performance of
lodge work. The W.AI. afterwards proposed " The
J oining Members ," and Bros . Churchwarden Pearson ,
Samuel Smout , jun., and F. Frye replied. Bro. Pearson
in thc course of his rep ly remarked that he had often
heard it said , " Do not enter a local lod ge." He did not
see the force of that advice. If Alasonry was what it pro-
fessed to be , if there was the spirit of Masonry in them
which there ought to be , every man who entered a lodge
was equal ; whether they met a peer of the realm , or a
peasant , they all stood on a footing of equality. That
to his mind was the great charm of Alasonry. The reason
he joined this lod ge was that he hoped to meet his
neighbours. He believed he should never regret joinin g
the lodge. It was a lodge in the Royal paris h of Kensin g-
ton , and he thoug ht it would be the means of bring ing
together many of the parishioners, and cause them to
know each other , and spend many pleasant evenings in
each others ' society. (Hear , hear.) The Rev. Darby
Reade , Chaplain , in acknowled ging his portion of the
toast , "The Treasurer , Secretary, and Chap lain ," said that
his great reason for joining this lodge was that the lodge
was close at home. He had the honour of belonging to
the Urban Lodge with Bro. Pearson ; but when he found
there was to be a lodge in Kensington he joined it , because
as soon as he was released from thc labours of the day he
could ming le with his brother ratepayers in lodge and
spend a pleasant evening. His time was very much oc-
cup ied. He served with the W.AI. on the Board of Guardian s,
and that very day he had been engaged at different boards
and in other duties from half -past eigh t in the mornin g,
and had not been home since. Bro. W. Stephens , Trea -
surer , after thanking the brethren for electing him , said
that there were sufficient funds in hand to meet every
emergency. That evening he had received a very lar ge
amount , and he only awaited the W.M. 's orders to dis-
charge any claim that might be made. Bros. Penn ,
S.W., and Parkhouse , J .W. , responded to the toast of
" Our Principal Officers. " Bro. W. Gordon , M.P., S.D.,
responding on behalf of The Junior Officers ," said that
he felt very deeply thc kind and gracious manner in
which the VV.M. had proposed the toast , and the warmth
with which the brethren had received it. He could not
claim to himself any ri ght to thc eulogies which had
been bestowed on thc officers , for when he saw the grand
and dignified figure of thc J .D. pacing up and down
thc lodge he felt that he was performing the functions
of a J .D. and a S.D. combined ; and when he saw
Bro. Lander guarding the door as I.G. with the
zeal of a Cerebus he felt it was utterly impossible to
exceed the zeal with which he discharged his duties. He
had listened with very great attention to some remarks
which had been made by Bro. Savage about a lodge of
instruction having been formed in the neighbourhood.
As far as he was concerned it would give him infinite
pleasure to attend it , because he felt that no one had a
right to assume an office the duties of which he was in-
competent to discharge. It was not because he was
wanting in any zeal for Ireemasonry ; but it was pro-
bable he should not be able to avail himself of the in-
struction Bro. Savage was so kindly prepared to give ;
for the brethren knew that he (Bro. Gordon) had numer-
ous engagements elsewhere which rendered attendance at
the lodge of instruction impracticable. As far as in him
lay he should make himself competent to perform
the duties which devolved upon him as S.D. of
this lodge. Bro. Pearson had made some observa-
tions about Freemasonry wliich he (Bro. Gordon)
echoed with extreme cordiality, that the princi ple
of Freemasonry was the bringing together numbers Of
men of different positions in life, men of different cir-
cumstances and different callings , and uniting them as
one band of friends. This was also the principle of those
other societies in England , which were called secret soci-
eties, and which he believed had contributed in an enor-
mous degree to create that feeling of philanthropy and
benevolence which lay more or less in the hearts of all ,
and which had produced such good results. Freem asons
were not a political bod y, a secret society for consp iring
against thc throne ; but they were simply and solely a



body of men professi ng to be allied together by that
brot herl y love which should bind together all human
beings. It was in the name and for thc sake of thc
feeling of brotherl y love which he was sure anima ted and
influenced all the brethren present that he was delighted
to belong to this Earl of Carnarvon Lod ge. (Hear ,
hear.) The W.AI . proposed "The Alasonic Charities ,"
and said he hoped to take up as Steward for this lodge
at the festival of the Benevolent Instituti on in February
the sum of £300 on his list. Bro. Gordon had given
him a cheque for a very handsome sum, and he hoped
other bret hren would also assist. He advised the brethren
to go down to Croy don and see the comforts which the
inmates of the Institution enjoyed. Bro. W. Step hens
rep lied. As there were no represe ntatives of the Alasonic
Charities then present , he would thank the W.AI. for
having taken upon him the office of Steward and try ing
to rais e £300 for the Benevolent Institution. Attending
a meeting of the committee of that Institution on the
prev ious Wednesd ay he heard a brother ask how much
was being received at th is time by one count y in En gland
yearl y from the funds of the Institution. Thc rep ly was
over £400. That was something to say for one county
out of the 52 counties of England. That was a large
sum to raise. He sincerely trusted thc W.AI. would
get the £300 he desired ; and wh ile speaking
of the Benevolent Institution he might also men-
tion that there wer e two other Institutions , the Boys'
School and the Girls ' School , both of which were doing
an enormous amount of good. There was another body
which were also effecting a great deal of good, and that
was thc Boar d of Benevolence , which met every month ,
and before which there always appeared the case of some
distressed or decayed member of the Order , or his widow ,
or children. It was very seldom that Board separated
without having given altogether some £500 to the indi-
gent. Now, whenever an individual asked him (Bro.
Stephens) to propose him as a member of the Ord er , and
enquired what were the advantages of being a Freemason ,
he always rep lied that the re were noadvantages connected
with it; but tha t if any member of the Or der should fall
into decay, and might require some assistance , there was
a Board to which he might apply, and he had never
known any instance in which a deserving case had been
turned away. He had known as much as £250 given
to one distresse d brother , and not less than £3 or £10 to
a reall y deserving case. He sincerel y tru sted that none
of the brethren sitting around that board , or any of their
connections would ever require the aid of the Board of
Benevolence. Let them all while it was in their power , in
their day of prosp erity, put their hands in their pockets and
make themsel ves life governors or life subscribers to one
or other of the Alasonic Institutions. Bro. Linsc ott , one
of the initiates , said he had been so impressed w ith the
ceremony which he had gone throu gh that he felt thc
grandness and nobleness of Freemasonry. He had so
heartily entered into the feelings of the brotherhood that he
should be exceeding ly pleased to place his name on the
W.AI. 's list for ten guineas , and he hoped several other
brethren would do the same. He admired charity ; he
entered heart and soul into charity ; he believed we could
not exist unless wc aided one anoth er ; hi gh
and low, noble and inferior , it did not
matter what position we filled , whether in Alasonry
or any other society, we were all dependent in some form
or other upon our neighbours. From what he had seen
of the W.M. he thought it behoved all the _ r.tlir -_ during
his year of office to supp ort him as far as they could in his
noble endeavours to pr omote the cause of the " Alasonic
Charities. " If ten guineas would not suffice he would
give more. (Hear , hear.) Bro. Bartle , another initiate ,
also offered £10 or ten guineas. Bro. Savage explained
thc princi ple of thc club they had in thc Hyde Park Lod ge,
in which by subscribing a shilling a week the member ob-
tained a draw for life governorshi ps of thc Alasonic Insti-
tutions. If the same principle was adopted in thc Earl of
Carnarvon Lod ge, instead of £300 on Bro. Murlis 's list
it might soon be double that amount. 1 he 1 ylcr 's toast
was then given , and thc brethr en shortl y afterwards sepa-
rated.

SUNDERLAND. —Palatine Lodge (No. 97).
—On Thursday, the 14th December , thc installation of
Bro. T. Twizell , J .W. , took place at thc Alasonic Hall ,
Park Terrace. The lodge was opened at 4 o'clock by thc
W AI., Bro. A. Curry. After thc minutes had been read and
confirmed , Air. Tawse was balloted for and accented , and
then initiated in a very able manner by the W.AI. Bro.
T. Twizell was then duly insta lled in the chair of K.S.
by Hro. J . J . Clay, P.AI., in his usual impressive and
eloque nt manner , in thc presence of twenty-one Masters
and Past Alasters. The newly installed W.AI. then in-
vested his officers for the ensuing year as follows : Bros. A.
Currie , I.P.M.; F. Sharp, S.W. ; J . W. Horsfield , J .W. ;
Hev. J . Roscamp, Chap lain ; M. Allison , P.AI., Treas. ;
F. AI. Watson , Sec. ; J . H. Leech , S.D.; A. J . Wa rd-
ropcr , J .D.; W. Skelton , P.AI., D.C. ; J . Bentl y, Or g. ;
G. Watson , I.G. ; C. AIcNamara and A. Govvens ,
Stewards; H.Fryer and H. Tonkinson , Auditors ; J .
Thompson , Tyler. Thc lodge was then closed by the
W.AI. in the usual man ner , and the brethren , numbering
about fifty, adjourned to the Queen 's Hotel and partook of
a sumptuous banquet , provided by the host , Bro. G. Shield.
The usual loyal and Masonic toasts having been given
and responded to, " The Health of the Newl y Installed
W.M." was them roposed by Bro. A. Currie , I.P.AI., and
responded to in a fluent and feeling manner. Other
toasts followed , amongst which was '¦ The Alasonic
Charities ," prop osed by Bro. II .  Crookes , Prov. Grand
Sec., in giving which he made an urgen t appeal for the
contin ued assistance ff  the brethren to those us:ful and
benevolent institutions. The harmony of the evening was
greatl y enhanced by the musical abili ty disp layed by
several of the brethren present.

IPSWICH. —St. Luke 's Lodge (No. 225).—
The regular meeting of this lodge was held on Wed nes-
day evening, the 13th inst., it being the insta llation of
W.AI . fur the ensuing year. Bro. W. Daking, the W.M.
elect , was dul y installed. Amongst those present we
noticed Bros. W. T. Westgate, P.AI. ; J . Whiteh ead,
P.M. - P. Whitehead. P.M. : F. Prentice. P.AI. : Bros.
G. Abbott , Hillyard , Garrett , Orton , Byford , Cannon , J .
King, and about twenty other brethren. The ceremo ny
of installation was well performed by Bro. J . Whitehea d,
P.AI. The W.M. appointed his officers as follows :—Bros.
Charles Hill yard , S.W. ; Phili p Whitehead , J .W. ; Alex-
ander Barber , Sec.; J ohn Orton , S.D. ; G. A. Garrett ,
J .D. ; Thomas Prentice , P.M., D.C., ; Thomas Went-
worth , I.G. The W.AI., although a native of Ipswich ,
vvas initiated into the Craft in 1862, at Bermuda , in the
Loyalty Lodge , Ireland Island , No. 35S, R.E., and after-
wards became affiliated to the Virg in Lodge, No. 396,
R.E., Halifax , Nova Scotia. The members of this lodge
presented Bro. Daking with a beautiful Past Secretary 's
jewel on his leaving for Eng land in J une , 1871. We
trust that the coming year will be a successful one for
the lodge ; in fact the new W.AI. 's inherent energy is al-
most certain to make it so.

LEICESTER. —St. John 's Lodge (No. 279).—
A numerousl y attended meeting of this lodge was held at
the Freemasons ' Hall , on Wednesday, the 6th inst.
Among those present were Bros. J . Alacol m AIcAllister ,
W.AI .; J . W. Smith , I.P.M. ; Clement Stretton , P.P.
G.W ., 'P.AI. ; W. B. Smith , P.G. Treas. ; George
Toller , P.G. Sec ; S. S. Partridge , P.G.S.W. ; Dr.
Buck , P.G.S.B., as S.W.; Clement Ed win Stretton ,
P.G. Supt. of Works , J .W. ; J . Farndale , Chief Con-
stable , S.D. ; S. Cleaver. Sec ; C. Gurden , Treas. ;
J . J essop, I.G. ; W. AI. Randall , T. Coltman , E. New-
ton , jun., VV. R. Tomlin , W. L. Faire , Edwin Alason ,
W.AI. 139 1; R. A. Barber , P.AI. 1-191 ; F. G. Baines ,
P.AI. S2 3 ;  and Bro. T. A. Wykes , S.W. 523, P.P.G.O.,
who kindl y officiated as Organist. The lodge was
opened in due form , and the minutes of the previous meet-
ing were read and confirmed. Messrs. Charles Stevens ,
AI. A. Cook , and S. A. Alarris were unanimousl y elected
by ballot , and regularly initiated into the mysteries of the
Craft by the W.AI., who performed the ceremony with his
usual care and ability. Bro. Clement Edwin Stretton ,
J .W., was elected W.M. for the ensui ng year , and as he
is held in high esteem among the brethren , there is every
prospect that the great success to the lodge during the
preside ncy of Bro. AIcAllister , will be full y maintained by
his successor in office. The business of the year includes
ten initiations; eight passings , seven raisings , and four
joining members. It is, therefore , not surprising that
much satisfaction is both felt and expressed with the
zeal , and assiduity of the retiring W.AI., Bro. AIc-
Allister.

LANCASTER. -Lodge of Fortitude (No. 281).
The regular meeting of this lodge was held in the Ala-
sonic Rooms , Athena -um, ou the 13th inst. Bro. T.
Atkinson occup ied the chair of K.S., and there was a
very large attendance of bret hren , this being also the
annual meeting for the election of W.AI. for the ensuin g
year. The lodge having been opened in the First Degree
with solemn prayer , thc minutes of previous meeting were
read and confirmed. Thc ballot was then taken for Air.
Hunter , who was a candidate for admission , and being
unanimous he was duly initiated into the mysteries of the
Craft by the W.AI. in his usual careful manner , the work-
ing tools being prese nted by the J .W. The ballot was
then taken for W.AI. for the ensuing year , when the S.W.
(Bro. Richa rd Taylor) was elected ; Bro. P.AI. J ames
Hatch being also unanimously re-elected Treasurer , and
Bro. A. K. Allinson Tyler. The installation meeting was
fixed for thc 27th inst., with Bro. Dr. J . D. Aloore as In-
stalling Officer. On the motion of Bro. P.M. Simpson ,
seconded by Bro. P.AI. George Kelland , ,. hearty and cor-
dial vote of thanks was passed to the retiring W.M. for
thc efficient and courteous manner in which lie had
discharged the duties of Worshi pful Alaster of the lodge
during his year of office. The compliment havin g been
acknowledged by the W.AI., a candidate was pro posed for
admission , and the usual proclamation having been made
(he lodge was subsequentl y closed in peace, love , and
harmony.

DERBY. —Arboretum Lodge (No. 731).—The
usual monthl y meeting of this lodge was held at the
Alasonic Hall , on Wednesday, the 13th inst., when the
following brethren were present : Bros. Bennett , W.AI.,
P.G. Supt. of Wks. ; Wrig ht , P.AI., P.J .G.W. ; T. Cox ,
P.AI., P.G.T. ; Alarsden , P.M. 253, P.P.S.G.W. ; Smith ,
P.AI.. P.P. I.G.W. : Bum. P.M. ; I. C. Alerrv. P.AI. : Gee.
P.M. ; Iliffe , P.AI., P. P.S.G.W. ; Pi pes, W.M. 1085, P.S.
G.D. ; Worsnop, P.AI. ; Brown , S.W. ; T. Alerry, J .W, ;
Cooper , Sec. ; Sheffield , S.D.; Whittaker , J .D. ; Knight ,
D.C. ; Fraser , I.G. ; Cay and W. Vincent , Stewards ;
Day, Tyler ; a large number of the members of the lodge,
and a goodly number of visitors from other lodges in
the town. The lodge was opened in due form by the
W.AI., and thc minutes of the last lod ge having been
read anti confirmed Alessrs. Browne and Timnalley were
initiated into the mysteries and privileges of Freemasonry
in ancient and solemn form by the W.M. The W.M.
then presented to Bro. Baldock , the proprietor cf the
Arboretum I lotel , a splendid silver epergne , in the name
of the members of the lodge , as a recognition of his
kindness and attenti on during the time the lodge was
held at his house , l'he W.AI . referred to the liberalit y of
Bro. Baldock in providing some years ago a suitable
room for the meetings of the lodge al great expense to
himself , and to the admirable manner in which he
ministered to their wants during the time the mem-
bers attended lodge at the Arboretum H otel , and
when , in consequence of the present Masonic HaU

being built , it became necessary to remove the
lodge from his house , Bro. Baldock behaved nobly;  al-
though he had incurr ed so much expense in providing the
" old Masonic Hall " he] felt that the brethren had no
alternative but to go to their new home, and he at once
fell in with their wishes. The brethren naturall y felt that
Bro. Baldcock 's unselfish conduct , and the unvarying
kindness he had always shewn them , merited some ac-
knowled gment from them in return , and as soon as the
matter was mention ed subscri ptions were freel y given ,
and the committee had but one difficulty to meet , and
that was the form the testimonial should take. That had
been settled by the purchase of the beautiful article now
before them , which he hoped would give satisfaction.
He (the W.AI.) had pleasure in referrin g to the good
feeling that existed amongst the members of the Arbore-
tum Lod ge towards those brethren who contributed to the
well-being of the lodge, which had been amply illustrated
during his year of office , this being the second presentation
he had made. The first was to Bro. Wright, whose
services to Alasonry had since been acknowled ged by the
Provincial Grand Master in raising him to the position of
P.J .G.W., and now he had the honour of testifying on be-
half of the brethren to the excellent qualities of their old
host , Bro. Baldock. He had the greatest possible
pleasure in presenting to him , in the name of the
lodge, this mark of their great respect for him.
He hoped that he might continue to meet with.
them for many years , and when in the future he cast his
eyes upon the piece of silver now before him , he would
consider it as a memorial of many hap py meetin gs held
in his house, and of the brotherl y love which had been
cemented by his assistance. Bro. Baldock said that he
did not know how to thank the brethren for their great
kindness to him , he felt that he did not deserve it. While
thc lodge met at his house , he always had great pleasure
in meeting them , and doing the best he could for their
comfort , he would value their present very highl y as be-
ing a most liberal acknowled gement of the efforts made
by himself and Airs. Baldock to make them comfortable ,
and as an expression of regard from some very old friends
whom he hoped to have the happiness of meeting for
many years to come. Their present should be handed
down to his children as the most valuable of his heirlooms ,
and he begged to thank the members of the lodge for
their very handsome gilt. After receiving the congratu-
lations of the visitin g bret hren , the lodge was closed by
thc W.AI. in perfect harmony and brotherl y love, and the
companv adjourned to the banqueting room , where a
very comfortable supper was fully appreciated. The cus-
tomary toasts were given in Masonic fashion , several
songs were sung, and then the toast of the evening was
ably proposed by Bro. Brown , S.W., viz., " The
Health of their old host , Bro. Baldock ," who in
responding, again referred to the presentation made in the
lodge, and added that the good feeling that had been
shewn to himself and family that evening would never
be effaced from his memory. He thanked them for the
kind manner they had received the toast of his health , and
begged to propose "The Health of the Committee ,"
coup ling with it the names of Bros. Gee and Wri ght , who
responded , and a very enjoyable evening was brou ght to
a conclusionb y the Tyler 's toast. The eper gne consisted ol
centre piece in the form of an oak tree with three spread-
ing branches , forming candelabra , on which could be fixed
receptacles for fruit , cut flowers , or candles ; at the foot of
the tree were two finely modelled deer , the whol e standing
upon a plateau of burnished silver , surrounded by a frosted
border , on which was a raised shiel d bearin g the fol-
lowing inscri ption : "'Presented to Bro. J . F. Baldock by
the members of the Arboretum Lodgeof Freemasons , No.
731 , in recognition of the uniform kindness and attention
shewn to the members during the time it was held at the
Arboretum Hotel , Derb y. Dec. 13, 1876."

LANCASTER. —Rowley Lodge (No. IO J I ).
—The regular monthly meeting of this lodge, and the
annual meeting for the election of W.M., Treasurer , and
Tyler for the ensuing year , was held on Alond ay, the 4th
inst., at the Alasonic Rooms, Athentcum. Bro. H. Lon g-
man , W.AI., occupied the chair of K.S., and there was a
numerous attendance of members and visiting brethren.
The lodge having been opened in the First Degree with
solemn prayer , the minutes of previous meetin g were read
and confirmed. Bro, J ames Vince havin g given proof of
his proficiency as an Entered Apprentice , was entrusted
and retired , and the lodge having been opened in
thc Second Degree , he was re-admitted , and duly
passed to the rank of Fellow Craft , the working being
performed by the W.AI . in his usual careful manner , the
working tools being presented by the S.W. The lodge
then resumed workin g in the First Degree, and the ballot
was taken for the W.AI., when the choice of the bre thren
fell upon Bro. Thomas J ackson , S.W., to preside over
them for the ensuing year. Bro. W. J . Sly was re-elected
Treasurer , and Bro. J . Beeley, Tyler. The installation
meeting for the investment of W.M. elect and the instal -
lation of his officers was fixed for J anuary ist , at 4 o'clock,
Bro. Dr. Aloore being appointed the Installin g Officer.
The installation banquet will afterwards be held at the
King 's Arms H otel. The usual proclamations were then
made , which elicited hearty good wishes from the visiting
brethren , and the lodge was closed with the formalities of
the Craft.

LIVERPOOL.—Duke of Edinburgh Lodge
(No. 1182).—The usual monthly meeting of this excel-
lentl y conducted lod ge, which is very fortunate in havin g
a Alasonic hea d like Bro. R. Martin , jun., as W.M., was
held on Thursday, the 14th inst., at the Masonic Hall ,
Hope-street , Liverpool , where there was a cap ital attend-
ance of members. Bro. Martin was in his place in the
E., ably supported during the evening 's ceremonies by
Bros. T. B. Myers . I .P.M. ; J . Edginton , P.M.; Captain



Williams, P.AI. ; J. Williams, S.W. ; T. Davis , J.W.;
W. Brown , Treas. ; G. Musker , Sec. ; A. D. Hesketh ,
S.D. ; A. Barclay , J.D. ; T. Britton , I.G. ; J. Thornton ,
P.AI., D.C. ; J. Bartley, Org. ; J. P. Rea , S.; I-I. Haynes ,
S.; and P. AI. Larsen , P.AI., Tyler. The VV.M., in a
manner which was at once effective and impressive , ini-
tiated two candidates into thc Order , and as he (the W.AI.)
vvas suffering from cold , his place was temporaril y taken
by Bro. T. B. Myers, I.P.AI., who efficientl y passed Bro.
Smith to the Second Degree. After several sums had
been voted in charity, and a committee appointed to carry
out the arrangements in connection with the annual ball
of the members, the lod ge vvas closed in peace and
harmony, and the brethren adjourned for refreshment. It
should be stated that at the last meeting of the lodge a
very valuable solid silver tea service vvas presented to Bro.
William Brown , who has most satisfactoril y filled the office
of Treasurer for the last nine years, which had been en-
tirely subscribed for by thc members of the lod ge. The
presentation vvas made by Bro. R. Alartin , W.AI., in most
felicitous terms, in which he referred tothe very admirable
fai thful , and disinterested services rendered by Bro. Brown
as Treasurer. The presentation was suitably acknow-
led ged. The service bore the following inscri ption :—
Presented to Bro. William Brown , by the members of the
Duke of Edinburg h Lodge, No. 1182 , as a mark of esteem ,
and in recognition of his services as Treasurer during the
past nine years."

SHEFFIELD. — "Wentworth Lodge (No.
1230).—The annual meeting of this lodge was held on
Alonday , the 4U1 of December inst. Present Bros. White ,
W.AI. ; Garnett , P.P.G.S.B. ; Bennett , P.AI. ; Wostcnholm ,
P.AI.; Scargill , P.AI. ; Tindall , I.P.M. ; Ellis , S.W. and
W.AI. elect ; Dr. Thomas, J.W. ; Drury, P.P. J.G.W. ;
Armison , P.P.G.S.B. ; Perrot , Prov. G. Organist ;' Saville,
R-dal , W.AI. elect, 296 ;  Jervis , W.M. elect , 139 ; Hale,
W.AI. 08 r ;  Barker, P.M., 1102 , and many others, when
Bro. S. B. Ellis was dul y installed in the chair of K.S.
according to ancient custom by Bro. Scargill , P.AI. Bro.
Ellis , W.AI. then appointed and invested the following
brethren as his officers for the ensuing year. W. Bros.
Wm. White, I.P.M. ; Dr. W. R . Thomas, S.W. ; Robert
Benton , J.W. : H.G. Garnett , P.AI., P.P.G.S.B. Treasurer ,
(re-elected) ; John Clarke, Sec ; C. Mill , S.D. ; J. E.
Darling, J.D.; G. E. Bennett , P.M., AI.C. ; A. Hills ,
•I.G.; H. F. E. Holmes, Sen. Steward ; 11. Nixon , Jun.
Steward ; G. Wilkinson , Tyler, (re-elected). Letters of
apology g iving hearty congratulations to tlie new W.AI.
were then read , including the names of W. Bro. C. J.
Banister , Past G.S.B. England ; W. Bro. Jno. Sutcliffe,
P.P.S.G.W. Lincolnshire ; W. Bro. W. J. Hug han , Past
S.G.D. Eng land ; W. Bro. C. F. Alatier , Past S.G.W.
Greece and Grand Steward Scotland ; W. Bro. J. H.
Neilson , Past G.W. Egypt , and several others. The
brethren then adjourned t .> the Cutler 's I lall , where the
banquet was provided , and ,, after being discussed , the
usual loyal and Alasonic toasts were given , suitabl y re-
sponded to and dul y honoured , interspersed with recita-
tions and songs, and a most enjoyable evening was spent.
W. Bro. White proposed the health of the W.AI. in elo-
quent terms, wliich were enthusiastically received by the
brethren. The W.AI. in responding, said that with the
aid of his- officers , thc countenance of the P.AI' .-;, and
the support generall y of the brethren of the lod ge he
hoped to maintain its efficient working, in fact that it
should be second to none on the roll of Eng lish lod ges. As
a novelty the " menu " vvas admirabl y embellished with
Shakespearian quotations , applicable to thc different toasts,
and in very good taste. A copy of it will be found in
another column.

LIVERPOOL.—De Grey and Ri pon Lod go
(No. 135 6).—Prosperity sti ll at tends the existence of this
lod ge, which held its periodical meeting on Wednesday,
the 13th inst., at the lod ge-room , North Hill -street , Tox-
icth-pnrk.  Liverpool. Brn. T. Horn-' , W.AI ., occupied the
chair of K. S. .and amongst i . t lur brethren present were
.Bros. J. Bell , I.P.M., W.AI. 1609 ; B. I!. ALus.n , P.M.;
'I .  Nicksnn , S.VV.; T. Wil l iams , J.W. ; A. Woolrich ,
a i l ing Treasurer and Secretary, \c. Two br i th i en  wire
passed to the Second Degree, and half-a-d ozen wire
raised , the whole i.f t i l -- vvoikir. g showing remarkable
ap t i tude  and efficiency un the pait  of the W.M.

BROMPTO?..—Brownrigg- Lod ge of U n i l y
(No. 142. 1). —Thc instal lat ion cf llro. I I .  Fowler as W .M.
of l i t is  l<id i;i -  took p l,i .-i- in the Assembly Hi .un , Broiii ptnn ,
Kent , on Wcdiii -ilny, the 13th inst. U pwards i f  ico
huthreu  were present , amun^t  whom were the follow ing :
Jims. Neate , W .AI. 77 ; Andrews , P.M. 615 ; l l c v v t t t , P.M.
1S4 ; Alajor J. I I .  Hun t , 18°, P.AI . sSi.' aml P.P.S.W .:
Dr. Memiiig,  P.AI. 1174 , and P. P.G.S.B. ; Spitiks , S.VV ,
'. .";"• Warm- , P AI. 200, and P.G.S. ; Thompson , J.W.
1174 ; Lieur .-Cc _ i>m . Burton , 1174 ; Weston , W.AI. 1*36 ;
I'ii -ken , S.VV . 133 d ; Turner, W .AI. 1449 ; Eastlcy, 'i's4 ,
ami P.G.T.; Harms , J.W. io;o ; Buifu-M , P.M. 20; Dr.
Pe .ifnld , P.M. 1 17 ^  and P.P .G.O. ; White , P.M. 1174 ¦
W y les, P.AI. 10-0 an I P.P.S.W. ; Word , P.M. j,,, amj
P.G.S.W. ; Dr. H u t U r , 1174 ; Henderson , 87 ; Attwood ,
,r,_ 9 ; Spurn!! , W .AI. (11 3  ; Edwards , P.AI. 20, and P.P.G.
'J .W. ; Thornton. W.AI. 20. The lod ge was e-pcre -d by
llro. J e rv i s , P.AI. and P.G.S.B., in the thre e degrees , and
Uro. Mi lne  raided lo the f. bli ine degree of Alaster Mason ,
in H ID . JcrvU' s usual  impre ssive and masterl y manner.
The 1 id ge- was then resumed , and Bro. Bates , P.M., took
;he chai r , :<nd proceeded wi th  the instal lat ion uf Bro.J- 'oiv L-i- as VV .M. The ins ta l l a t ion  ceremony vvas performed
by Bros. Bates and  J . r v i s  conj ointl y, and had a most
pleasing i(feci , f u l l y deserving of the vvnini expressions cf
npprcv .- il wh ich  it 1 licit- d from those present. The
AV .M. t h in  invested the fo l low ing officers :— Bros , [ervis ,
I.P.AI. (for the  second time-) ; Cottrell , S.VV.; Ramsden ,'
J .W. ; Walki r , Treas. ; Johnstone , Sec. A vote of thanks
wa .jnsscd to the Ins ta l l in g  Ofiicers. Brn . Warm- , P.AI.

and P.G.S., thanked the lod ge on behalf of the visitors for
the great treat which they had enjoyed that day in wit-
nessing the excellence of the working of the Brownri gg
Lod ge. The brethren adjourned to the Lecture Hall ,
Chatham , where they sat down to an excellent banquet ,
provided by Bro. Lewis , of the Alitre Hotel. It is due to
the brethren who had the arrangement of the decorations
of the hal l, to bear witness to their success. Bros.
Burfield , P.AI., and Cottrell , S.W., ha 1 the manage -
ment of this. A pleasing novelty vvas introduced at the
banquet. As each toast vvas proposed , a life-sized por-
trait  of the individual toasted vvas reflected on the wall at
the lower end of the r.'om. This vvas done by means of
some peculiar combination of li ghts, the invention of Bros.
Zimmcrlauf and Cottrell. It is gratif y ing to learn from
remarks made in thc speech of Bro. Jervis , when proposing
" The Health of the W.AI.," that the Brownri gg Lod ge,
although only four years in existence, has net onl y cleared
off all debts incidental on formation , e.c, but now stands
perfectl y clear , with upwards of £200 of lod ge furni ture
of its own, and a fair balance in tlie banker's hands. A
printed balance sheet is forwarded annual l y to every mem-
ber of the lod ge.

MORECAMBE.—Morecambe Lodge (No.
1561).—The regular monthly meeting _f this lod ge was
held on Friday evening, the ist inst., in the Alasonic Hall ,
Edward-Street. In the absence of the W.AI., Bro. Capt.
Garnett , the chair of K.S., was occupied by Bro. Dr. J.
D. Aloore, P.G.S.B. of E., Bro. I I .  Longman , W.AI.
1031, taking the chair of I.P.AI. There vvas a good
attendance of brethren and visitors. The lodge havin g
been opened with solemn prayer in the First Degree, the
minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. There
being no special business before the meeting the
Second and Thinl Degrees were gone throug h , after
which Bro. Dr. Aloore gave a lecture on '• The operative
and speculative app lication of the Square in Alasonry ."
The remarks were listened to with much interest by the
members , and proved highly instructive and interesting. At
the close a cordial vole of thanks was passed to Bro. Dr.
Aloore on the motion of Bro. Duff , S.W., seconded by
Bro. Longmire, J.W. The lodge having rc.umed in the
First Degree , t w o  gentlemen were proposed , one as a
joining member, the other for initiation. Tlie usual pro-
clamations were then made , and elicited hearty good
wishes from the visiting brethren , after which the lod ge
vvas closed in peace, love, and harmony.

UPPER NORWOOD. — Upper Norwood
Lodge (No. i -;85'.—Th _ '.edge met on W.-i 'n sdav , ihe
12th inst., at the Whi te  Hart Hot., Upprr Norwood . Bro.
Aliller , W .AI., opened the lod ge with solemn prayer , then
initiated three gentlemen into the Order , and also exalted
two of the members to the Master 's Degree. The cere -
mony was most ably performed. After the closing of the
lodge ihe brethren sat down to a sumptuous ban quet ,
which did much credit to the proprielcr , Bro. Led ger.
There was a numerous attendance of the members .
Alusic, recitations, and speeches wire thc order of the
evening. Among the visitors was Bro. 1". Binckes win:
made a most eloquent appea l for the various Alasonic
charities. All the brethren shewed their  appreciation by
subscribing to Bro. P.AI. Pringle's list , who is the Steward
at the next Boys' Festival.

INSTRUCTION.
CLAPTON LODGE OF INSTRUCTION. -The

annual meeting of this Lodge of Instruction vv.-is held on Fri-
day last at the White H.-ut Tavern , Clapton. Bro. George I?.
Soper , W.AI. of the Alother  Lod ge, occup ied the chair ;
Bros . Cogan , S.VV .; Ilobbs , J .W. The lodge was merel y
opened lor thc purpose of appointing officers for Ihe
ensuing year, Bro. Thomas Cushvvorlh was dieted .re-
ceptor , and Bro. Wm. Stephens re-elected Treasurer , and
the appointment of the Secetary was deferred unt i l  a
future  meeting. It is gratif y ing to find that  small as the-
subscri ptions arc to a lodge of Instruction , this lod ge has,
during the past year , given ten guineas to the Boy s'
School , live guineas to the (5uls ' School , and the same
amount  to a brother in distress. At ihe close of the -
Lod ge the brethren , to the number  of about 30 , sat
down to an excellent dinner. The usual Masonic toasts
wi re  g iven  and responded to. This I c ing  considered by
the ineml e-s a fi t t ing opportunity to recognize the sir-
vices i f  the late Kcntlaiv , Uro. Jn '. Painter , he h a t i ng  left
the nei g hbourhood , a beautiful l y il i i t i i - iu.--t t .ci vote of
th.-.iiks was presented to him , detail ing,  not onl y the
loss of his v a l u e d  services to the Lodge of Instruction ,
but the loss i f  his sr.cicty and good fcll.w.diip as a nei gh-
bour and friend, llro. Painter feel in g ly responded , and
tiuste -d , thoug h leaving the locality i.f Clrpton , to be
still  associated with the brethren iu the Craft , and to enj oy
the society of many with whom he had so long worked
and assotiat d.

Iio^al_|rr(j.
MOUNT SINAI  CHAPTER "No. 19). —A con-

vocation cf ibis chapter was held on Tuesday last , at
Anderton 's Hotel. The chapter vvas opened by Comps.
Joseph Smith , P.Z. ; the Rev. J. AL Vaug han , 11. Jas.
Slack , J . j  I I .  Alasscy, (Fr iemusun), P.Z. ; 11. Potter ,
P.Z.; Hev. L. Fox , P.Z. ; and VV. Al. Bywater , P.Z. The
other companions present , were Colons. Ilonvvood. '/,. : D.
Berry, h. ; B. Grabham ; Lewis Uryat t ; Jas. Pound ;
A r t h u r  Wonnald ; VV . Small ; I I .  A. Robinson ; Joseph
Hall ; K. II. Baug h ; John Charles ; James Hug hes ;
Dr. E. Schli-. iiiann ; W. Carter ; C. F. Knox , 2 2 ;
Wocdward , 7 7 ;  J. O. Worthington ; and W. I'latt. In
Consequence of a domestic bereavement , Comp.
I lcnry  Birch , ALE ./.., vvas unable to be present , nnd a
letter of apologv fur his absence was recei ved fro m him

and read. There were no candidates for exaltation , and
after the minutes of a former convocation had been read
and confirmed , the chapter was closed , and the com-
panions adjourned to banquet. When the binquet vvas
concluded Comp. J. Smith proposed the usu i l  toasts, and
after "The Queen and R.A.AI. " had been honoured ,
" The Prince of Wj les , G.Z. of the Order " vvas received
with all the honours ; and thc AI.E.Z. then proposed
"The Earl of Carnarvon , G.H., Lord Skelmersdale , G.J.,
and the rest of the Grand Officers. " This h a v i n g  beeu
honoured , Comp. Smith proposed "The AI.E.Z." In
proposing this toast lie said that the companions had
heard a letter read from Comp. Birch , in which he
stated that he had had to attend a funeral that dav .
They all regretted his absence very much . It had been
Comp. Birch's good fortune to arrive at the hi gh
honour of presiding vrr .'ha t  chapter , and thc com-
panions considered he .leserved the honour , and they were
proud t3 have it in their power to advance him to that
positio" . The other two Princi pals were also unfortunatel y
absent , havinsr  other duties to attend to. Nevertheless the
companions did not forget them in their absence, but drank
their health in the usual way. Comp. Joseph Smith next
proposed " The Visitors ," of whom there were three ,
Comps. Alasscy, ( I ' rccmasnu), Woodward , and Knox . In
proposing this toast Comp. Smith took the opportunity
of passing a hi gh compliment  to the Freemason , and its
representatives , for the faithfulness with which the pro-
ceedings of the lod ge and chapter were reported , at the
same time that a wise discretion vvas used in exercising
such portions that were not intended to meet the public eye.
All the %isitors responded , and Comp. Bywater proposed
"Th : Health of Comp. Joseph Smith ," the presiding
Officer that evening, and Treasurer of the chapter for
many years. Whether  with reference to their funds , at
the chapter convocation , or at the banquet table-, the com-
panions always fared well and fared liberall y, but the
present occasion the pleasure they had vvas enhanced
by the way in which they found Comp. Joseph Smith
stepped forward and filled the gap occasioned by thc ab-
sence of the AI.E.Z. Comp. Smith had been Treasure r
of the chapter for about 20 years. They all knew how
he catered for the conic.-inious in that capacity ; they all
knew that very few could meet at a table in Ihe Alasonry
where Comp. Josep h Smith's name was missed. Besides
this he was a great supporter cf Alasonry from the lowest
step to the hi ghest, l i e  held posts in a great many
lod ges and chapters, and wherever he was, he vvas hi ghly
respected. Comp. Josep h Smith responded. Comp. By-
water had proposed his health m very natter in g terms ,
but they knew the goodness of his heart and that it was
impossible for him to say unkind  things. It had been
his (Comp. Smith's) gooil foi tune to know Comp. By-
vvater many, many years , .-.ml he could honestl y siy that
Comp. Bywater n e v e r  had an enemy in Freemasonry.
They could not all say that . We did not inter.d to make
enemies , but those who took an active part in the affairs
of the Order , in woikir.g out their wishes for its prosperity,
some-times mi ght mak e not an enemy, but they caused
olhcrs to say that thou g h so and so vvas a very worth y
brother , yet he wanted everything his own way, and
that mi ght create a iittle feeling of opposition. But with
Comp. Bywater then: vvas no such thing said of him. If
they went to thc Atlielslan Lotlge they.would find what  the
brethren there thought of Com)) . Bywater. Tiny would
find that he was esteemed by all his brethre n , and up held
in everything he did. The very mention of his name was
sufficient to remind ihe brethren of his good equalities. Fe.r
himself , he (Bro. Josep h Smith) might say that  he had
been in Alount Sinai Chapter many years , and his prsitinn
and conduct had been before the companions. That
evening he held the position of AI .E.Z. as being  the- oldest
Past Princi pal of the chnpur. Although an obi Alason ,
he was always desirous to do his duty, and bis pre sence on
that occasion proved it. Old Alasons were always de.irous
to do tlieir duty, and they went to tlieir lod ges and chap-
ters read y to fu l f i l  any post they mi ght be called upon on
a sudden to occupy. I le was much suip rised when he heard
the minu tes  read in chapter that evening, to find
how kind the companions had been to him in voting him a
testimonial for his past services to the chapter. He would
have an oppcitunity some time or other of thanking them
lor i t ;  bu t  he was nut at all surprise d to find that  Comp.
Bywater  had had some part and parcel in wishing to do
honour where he thoug ht honour vvas due. The voting
of the testimonial was a great honour. I le hi g hl y
appr eciated it , and he merel y trusted that  the present
good feeling whieh existed between him and thc othe r
companions mi ght exist lo the e-rd of their da) s. (Cheers.)
Comps. I I .  Poller, A . Barfield , Bywater , Pound , VV. Piatt,
aud James Slack responded to the toasts of '-The  Past
Principal * of the Chapter ," all e.f them expressing the ir
.arnest desire to do all they could for its benefit , and
Comp. Baifield apolog ising for his absence from the wink-
ing of the chapter , nn absence however cause d by very
urgent business. Cotr.p. lici .l responded for " The
Ofiicers ," after which Comp. Worthington replied , and
said it was thc earnest wish of himself and Hi- - other
ofiicers to fill any por t they mi^ht be desired to fill  to the
utmost of their ability. Whatever might be required of
them they would pr i form wi th  honesty and sing leness
of heart , wishing  that  Alount  Sinai Chapter mig ht not
lose any of the lustre which it at pre sent possessed. Comp.
Grabham responded as Scribe F. to that toast , which
Comp. Smith in prono.siiii/ said vvas deserved , as the
duties of that  office were decidedly onerous when well
pe -iformed, and they were well pc i furmed by Comp. Grab-
ham.  Comp. Grabham said that thoug h the duiies were
sometimes onerous it was always a pleasure to him to
perform them , and he would be very Sony to sie the
chapter  suffe r for want i f  a proper discharge of the duties
of the post. He had felt a great desire to go throug h the
various offices of the chapte r, and to perform the duties



appertaining to them. When that opportunity presented
itself Comp. Worthington appointed him as the Second
Assistant , and he hoped by regular gradation to go up to
thc chair. The companions mi ght rest assured that he
should do his best to do honour to any appointment that
might be conferred upon him. " Thc Lay Alembers of thc
Chapter ," was the next toast proposed , and Comp.
Z. D. Berry replied , stating that though he had been
many years a member of the chapter and might
have had office , he did not take it because his memory was
not so retentive for the learning of the ceremonies as it
vvas twenty or thirty years ago, and he would feel degra-
ded if he had to be prompted and dragged through his
duties as he had unfortunatel y seen some Princi pals and
Past Principals of chapters occasionally. He intended ,
however, to remain a member of this chapte r, but he in-
tended most firmly to resist taking office , feeling he should
not do justice to the companions who appointed him. He
hoped for many years to enjoy the friendshi p of the com-
panions, and to spend as pleasant and happy hours with
them as he had spent hitherto. Comp. Joseph Smith
afterwards gave " The Janitor's Toast," and the evening,
which had been enlivened by some pretty singing by the
companions , was brought to a close, with Lest wishes for
" A happy Christmas."

BEDFORD.—Stuart Chapter, (No. 540).—The
first anniversary 'of this chapter was held on Tuesday,
December 12th , when many of those London compan ions,
who showed such a fraternal interest by being present at
the consecration of tbe chapter, again attended (being
the invited guests of Comp. J. H. Bull), and were able to
congratulate the chapter as having been, in every possible
respect, a complete success. There were present Comps.
Col. William Stuart , of Tempsford Hall , D.L., P.S.G.W.
England , Past G.H. Eng land , W.AI. of the Stuart Lod ge
540, &c, A1.E.Z.; Alderman J. R. Bull , J.P.. .P.AI. 540,
H. j  A. Cookson, P.AI. 340 ; Rev. William Tebbs, M.A.,
P.M. 285. P.P.G. Chaplain Somerset, Chaplain ; Captain
J. Colbourn , E.; J. M. Cuthbert , P.M. 540, P.S.; J.
Fisher, P.AI. 540, 1st A.S. ; J. Trapp, P.AI. C40, Treas.;
Coombs, Allan, Harris, Leslie, Billson , P.AI. ; Nash, P.AI.;
G. P. Nash, P.AI. ; Stafford, and R. Wentworth Little,
P.G.H. Aliddlesex , &c, honorary companion of the
chapter. The visitors included Comps. Rev. Holden ,
P.G.S. Aliddlesex , Chaplain 19; Barfield , P.Z. 19 ; Read,
P.Z. 834 ; Swallow, Z. 77 ; Bryett , H. 834, 19; Game,
19; Grabham , 19; and R. Boughton Smith, P.G.R.
Leicester, J. 1007. Chapter having been dul y opened and
the companions admitted the report of the Audit Com-
mittee was read and adopted unanimously. We too must
lall in with the companions' own view of their year's
work and pronounce it successful in the extreme. The
nex t business was the election of the Scribe N, in place of
Comp. W. J. Nash, who was elected to the office at the
last chapter , but who declined it , Comp. J. Fisher was
unanimously selected to fill his place. All companions
below the rank of Z. having now reiired , Comp. Read
proceeded , at the request of AI.E.Z. to install Comp. J. R.
Bull to the chair of Z.; Comp. Cookson was next installed
II.; and Comp. Cuthbert , J. A requisition was now
made by the Royal Cyrus Chapter 285, Shepton Mallet ,
to the Princi pals of thc Stuart Chapter to install Comp.
Rev. Wm. Tebbs, P.AI. of Lodge 285, and P.S. of
Chapter 285, to the Chair of J. in the Royal Cyrus Chap-
ter. The request was acceded to, and Comp. Tebbs in-
stalled accordingly. The companions being re-admitted
saluted the newly installed Princi pals in the manner and
with the honours usual amongst 11. A. Alasons, after
which the officers of the chapter were invested as follow :
—Comp. Rev. W. Tebbs, P.S. (who thereupon nominated
and invested Comps. Billson and Stafford as First and
Second A.S.) ; Fisher, N.; Colburn , E.; Trapps, Treas. ;
Reynolds, Jan. Comp. Rev.W. Fassett Ward was appointed
Chaplain , but owing to his absence his installation was de-
ferred. The usual enquiries for notices of motion, &c.
having elicited the nomination of a candidate for exalta-
tion and heart y good wishes from several chapters, the
chapter was closed in solemn form , after wliich the com-
panions sat down to a banquet served in their usual room,
lu the course of the evening Comp. Bull , AI.E.Z. pre-
sented a handsome alms-box to the chapter , which was
much and deservedly admired. The next morning Comp.
Bull took the London A'isitors for a drive through the
pretty environs of Bedford, showing them many local
objects and places of world-wide interest. Coplc, where
was the house of Luke ; Butler 's Hudibras ; Cardington ,
the residence of John Howard , the Philanthrop ist ; Elstow
(with its church and old market-house), the birthplace of
Joh n Bunyan , Kcmpstow and back to Bedford, to the
worthy host's house, where an excellent dinner was pro-
vided ; the party (which was here joined by Comps. Cuth-
bert and Rev. W. Tebbs) , comprised Ct.mps. Rev. Holden ,
Wentworth Little, Read , Swallow, Game, Barfield , Grab-
ham and Bryett. After dinner Comp. Holden said that
they must not separate without thanking Comp. Bull in
the warmest possible way for the hospitality he had shown ,
and which knew no break fro m the time of their arrival
on the Bedford platform to the time of their departure from
it. Die anniversaty of thc Stuart Chapter would hence-
forward be a red-letter day in his calendar. The " Health
of Comp. Bull " was then most heartily drank. Comp.
Little's health was then proposed by the host, after wh ich
that of the London companions followed , responded to by
Comp. Read , who also spoke in very happy terms of thc
hospitality of the host. Airs. Bull , at this point en-
tered thc room , when her health was proposed in a most
feeling speech by Comp. Barfield. The visitors soon after
left for London, declaring that they should never forget
either Bedford's town1 or people.
LANCASTER.—Rowley Chapter (N0.1051).—

The regular meeting of this chapter was held in the Ma-
sonic Rooms, Athenamm, on Monday, the 20th ult. The
chapter was opened by the M.E. Comp., Ed. Airey, M.E.Z.;

William Heald , H.; F. Dean , J.; Dr. J. D. Moore, P.;
Prov. G.H., Scribe E.; Dr. Hall , P.E.Z., as Scribe N.;
W. Hall , P.S. ; J. Ellenshaw , ist A.S. ; ,]. .]. Crosskell ,
2nd A.S. ; and others. The muster roll of the members
was called over , and the minutes of last meeting read and
confirmed. The ballot was then taken separately for Bro.
John Tilly, 281,of Ceylon ,and Bro. A. K. Allinson , P.S.W.
281, which proving unanimous, they were each exalted
to the companionship, the mystical lecture being given by
Comp. Dr. J. D. Aloore, and the symbolical by Comp.
William Heald. After the transaction of other business
the chapter was closed with the usual formalities.

Pasoiw _tt& _l.enev_i ©ibiitgs.
ALDERSGATE LODGE , No. 16-57.—The war-

rant for this lod ge has been granted , the consecration of
which will take place shortly at the Castle and Falcon
Hotel , Aldersgate-street. The officers designate are,

Bro. John Derby Allcroft , W.AI.
„ Rev. Dr. P. H. Ernest Brette, S.W.
„ Dr. Charles Hogg, J.W.

The regular meetings are to be held on the second Alonday
in February, Alarch , October, and December.

The Rt. Hon. the Lord Suffield , K.C.B., R.W.
Provincial Grand Master for Norfolk , has kindl y accepted
the Chairmanship of the next Festival of the Royal
Alasonic Institution for Girls , to be held on the 9th of
Alay next.

A handsome grant of £500 by the council of
the Royal Ag ricultural Society of England will be ex-
pended in the preparation of a memoir on English
husbandry, to be laid before an International Congress at
Paris in 1878. The volume will be the work of several
hands, and among the writers (says the Chamber of
Agricultur e Journal) will probably be ACr. James Caird ,
Air. J. D. Dent, and Air. John Algernon Clarke.

We learn by telegram that a new Masonic
temple was on Sunday inaugurated in the Via della Valle,
under the name of Giordano Brune.

The reappointment of the Scottish Education
Board for another term ol five years is announced.

Wedding presents are going out of fashion
across the Atlantic. It is now usual to put in the corner
of the wedding invitation-card " No presents accepted. "
American brides, also, now rarely wear white, while no
lady over twenty-two is entitled by the present fashion to
a bridal veil.

The Queen has been graciously pleased to
command that the engraving of Airs. Ward's picture,
" Airs. Fry visiting Newgate, 1817, " should be dedicated
to her.

The British Channel Squadron arrived in the
Tagus on Saturday last.

The will of Bro. William Henry Teale. late
of the Rye House, Hoddesdon , Herts , who died on the
20th of October last, was proved on the 9th inst. by his
sons, William H. Teale and Robert J. Teale, and
Air. R. U. Wallace, the executors, the personal estate
being sworn under ^8000. The testator gives to his wife.
Airs. Jane Teale, certain furniture and plate absolutely,
and the rents for life, or so long as she shall remain his
widow, of certain freehold and leasehold properties.
There are some specific gifts to his children , and the
residue he leaves among them all equally.— City Press.

Bro. C. Lord, we learn , has resigned his posi-
tion as manager of the Cannon-street Hotel, and will
relinquish his duties in a few days.

Jt is announced that the officers of the 1 cth
Hussars will be permitted to wear the Prince of Wales'
plume in silver on the undress sabretache. The crest
and motto of his Royal Highness thc late Prince Consort
is to be worn over the regimental device on the dress
sabretache of the nth Hussars.

Notice is given by the Postmaster-General
that " the public would greatly assist the operations of
the Post Office if they would be good enoug h to post
their letters, Christmas cards, &c, intended for despatch
from London on the evening of the 23rd (the Saturday
before Christmas-eve) and the evening of the 30th (the
Saturday before New Year's-eve), earlier in the day than
usual.

Amongst the latest improvements in the
trumpet-mouthed fog signals used on the Eng lish coasts
is a clockwork arrangement by which steam passes
through a pipe and gives intermittent signals at stated
intervals.

Ihe Belgrave Lodge of Instruction having
removed from "The Lyceum Tavern " 354, Strand ,
(adjoining the Lyceum Theatre) , Bro. Charles Cairn ,
P.AI., Proprietor , an opportunity now offers to brethren
for establishing one or more lodges in this very central
locality.

PARIS E X H I B I T I O N .—At the request of the
Prince of Wales, the Lord Alay or has consented to act as
one of the Royal Commissioners of the British section of the
Paris Exhibition of 1878.

The Funeral of the late Mr. Alderman Besley
is appointed to take place this (Saturday) afternoon , at one
o'clock, at Battersea Cemetery.

The Post Office authorities have decided that
the " Christmas numbers " of the illustrated papers are
not " newspapers ," and when sent through the post must
be sent at the book rate of postage.

Bro. T. J. Hooper Wilkins offers himself for
elec.ion as Common Councilman for the Ward of Aid-
gate.

URBAN LODGE OF IN S T R U C T I O N  (No. 1196) .
—The first meeting of this lodge of instruction was' held
on Wednesday, Dec. 6th , at Bro. T. G. Willett 's, the
Three Bucks Tavern , Gresham-street, City. Bro. J. Tickle,
W.AI. of the Urban Lodge, officiating as W.AI. for the
evening; C. Hawksley, S.W. ; W. Wilkins , J.W. ; E.
Hollands, S.D.; C. Young, J.D.; C. Willett, I.G. ; J .  L.
Mather , P.AI.,' Preceptor • J. Wall, Secretary. The cere-
monies of initiation and passing were worked by the
W.AI. After the election of new members and other
business, the lodge was closed in due form.

NEW ZEALAND .—The whole of the insignia
for the Supreme Council , 33°, for the Valley of New
Zealand , is now on view at the Alasonic Show Rooms,
Little Britain, and Aldersgate-street.

The annual meeting of the Lodge of. Unity,
No. 613, will be held on St. John 's Day, Dec. 27th , at
Freemasons' Hall, Southport. The W.AI. elect, Bro.
George Bailey, will be installed by W. Bro. John Bowes,
P.AI., P.Z., Prov. G. Junior Warden , Cumberland and
Westmorland.

We are authorised to state that Divine service
at 'the Chapel Royal , St. James's, will commence on
Christmas Day at eleven o'clock a.m., instead of at tlie
usual hour.

The Mayor of Sheffield presided at a public
meeting held on Tuesday, at which it vvas resolved to raise
a sum of £ 10,000 to secure the bequest of £20,000 left by
the late Air. Daniel Hopy, of Sheffield , to found a blind
institution.

The anniversary dinner of the Commercial
Travellers' Schools at Pinner took place at the Freemasons
Tavern , on Wednesday night , when subscriptions were
announced to the large amount of £16,673.

SU R R E Y  MASONIC HALL .—A juvenile Fete
will be held on Thursday next.

FU N E R A L  OF THE LATE BRO . THE DUKE OF
SA L U A N I I A .— The remains of the late Duke of Saldanha
were buried in the Church of Saint Vincent , on Wednes-
day with great pomp. Alany officers of thc army and a
large body of cavalry and infantry were present. The
King was represented by an adjutant. A large number
of thc nobility and of the friends of the deceased were
also present. There was a great crowd of spectators.
The rain interfered with the ceremony. The Duke has
bequeathed his marshal's baton to the 1st Regiment of
Infantry.

We are asked to state that the meetings ofthe
Alary lebone Lodge of Instruction , No. 1305, have been
altered from Tuesday to Friday evening.

ECLECTIC LODGE NO. 1201. Several impor -
tant alterations have been made in the bye-laws of this
lodge. The day and months of meeting have been changed
to the 2nd Friday in the months of October to Alarch ,
inclusive, and the subscription increased. These alter-
ations come into force at the next meeting, which will
be on the 12th proximo, the installation of Bro. E. J.
Harty as W.AI. for the ensuing year.

West Smithheld Lodge of Instruction , No.
1623. The first meeting of this new lodge will take
place on the 8th of January, 1877, and will be held regu-
larly every Alonday evening at 8 o'clock, at the New
Alarkct Hotel , King-street , Snow Hill. Bro. J. Howes
P.AI., is the Preceptor.

R H Y L .—The want of a Masonic lodge has
long been felt in Rh yl, and we understand that ""one is
about to be formed . A meeting of Freemasons has
been held , and a number of the breth ren have agreed to
contribute towards the necessary expenses.

At the monthl y meeting of the Mersey Lodge,
No. 477, at the Alasonic Chambers, Birkenhead , on
Thursday, the 14th inst., Bro. William Pulford was
elected W.AI., and Bro. D. Fraser , P.M., Treasurer , for
the ensuing year.

COWSLIP W INES .—Home-made wines are not, as a rule,
appreciated by most people, thoug h there are among them
several which are extremely pleasant, palatable, and
healthful. Aluch , indeed , depends upon thc mode of manu-
facture , for while one person can produce an agreeable
wine from some particular fruit , flower, or berry, another
would make it just the reverse. Undoubtedl y one of the
nicest of our home-made wines is that made from the
cowslip, but in some districts of the country the pretty pale
yellow blossoms are not to be obtained in quantity. In
tile Alidland Counties, however, particularly in Leicester-
shire, cowslips cover the meadows in all directions during
the late Spring and early summer time, and Alessrs. Alott
& Co., long- known as wine merchants, at Leicester,
have turned this wealth of bloom ta good account in
the production of a wine which , by common consent ,
very far excels any similar beverage before made,
and which , under the name of Leicestershire Cowsli p Wine ,
has attained a reputation for delicious flavour , fine
aroma, and for delicacy of colour, which cannot be paral-
lelled in this country. This wide-spread fame has been
obtained by Alessrs. Alott & Co. adopting the most scien-
tific mode of manufacture, so that the full flavou r and
fragrance of thc cowslip is retained in the wine produced.
As an agreeable, pleasant , and sparkling draft , with cold
or iced water or seltzer , no one could desire anything
better than thc Leicestershire Cowslip Wine; and when we
look to the fact that it is sold in large capsuled bottles,
and the carriage paid to all stations on thc Midland and
London and North Western systems, at 16s. per dozen , we
believe we have said enough to induce our readers to jud ge
for thems-lves whether our commendation is or is not a
just one.



NOTICE.

The Christmas double number of the Free-
mason (price 4d.) consists of 32 pages, exclusive
of wrapper, which is illustrated in the highest
style of the art of wood engraving, and contains
life-like nortraits of
H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, M.W.G.M.
The Right Hon. Lord Carnarvon,M.W.Pro.G.M.
The Right Hon. Lord Skelmersdale, R.W.

Deputy G.M.
The Right Hon. Lord Donoughmore, R.W.

< . a w
The Hon. W. Warren Vernon, R.W.J.G.W.
Samuel Tomkins, V.W.G. Treas.
John Hervey, V.W.G. Sec.

NOTICE.

To prevent delay or miscarriage, it is particu-
larly requested that ALL communications for
the " Freemason," may be addressed to the
Office , T98, Fleet-street, London.

IMPORTANT N OTICE.

COLONIAL and FOREIGN SUBSCRIBERS are
informed that acknowledgments of remittances
received are published in the first number of
every month.

It is very necessary for our readers to advise
us of all money orders they remit, more espe-
cially those from the United States of America
and India j otherwise we cannot tell where to
credit them.

TO OUR READERS.
The Freemason is a sixteen-page weekly newspaper,

price id. It is published every Friday morning, and con-
tains the most important , interesting, and useful infor-
mation relating to Freemasonry in every degree. Annual
¦ubscription in the United Kingdom, Post free, 10/6.

P.O.O.'s to be made payable at the chief office , London.

NEW POSTAL RATES.
Owing to a reduction in the Postal Rates, thc publisher is

now enabled to send the " Freemason " to the following
uarts abroad for One Year for Thirteen Shillings fnavablc in
advance) :—Africa, Australia , Bombay, Canada, Cape of
Good Hope, Ceylon , China , Constantinop le, Dcmerara ,
France, Germany, Gibraltar, Jamaica, Alalia , Newfound-
land , New South Wales, New Zealand, Suez, Trinidad,
United States of America. &_.

&tifa HTsrri88W, mio fat .{is.
[The charge is 2s. 6d. for announcements , not exceed-

ing four lines, under this heading.]
BIR'I HS.

Cox.—On the 13th inst., at The Grove, Blackheath , the
wife of F. G. Cox, Esq., of a daug hter.

HOOD.—On the 16th inst., the wife of J. K. J. Hood, of a
daughter.

MARSHALL .—On the 19th inst., at Buckhurst -hill , Essex,
Airs. J. N. Ala rshall , jun., of a son.

R ITCHIE .—On Oct. 24th , at Dunedin , Otago , N.Z., the
wife of J. Al. Ritchie , of a son.

WILI -ETT.—On the 13th inst., at West Bromwich , the wife
of the Rev. F. Willetf , of a daughter.

DEATHS.
DOWNKB .—On the 15th inst., at 13, Vicarage Park,

Plumstead , Alargaret Emil y, thc beloved daug hter of
Joseph Downer, Esq., Royal Eng ineer Department , in
her 16th year.

GREGORY .—On the nth inst., suddenl y, at Nice, Emily,
daughter of thc late A. W. Gregory, Esq.

Is-n-R wic -K.—On the 15th inst., VValter, youngest son of
the late John Inderwick , of Princes-street , Leicester-
square.

N EWTON .—On the 13th inst., al The Limes, Hampton-
hill, Henrietta , widow of the late R. D'Arcy Newton ,
aged 55.

THE GRAND LODGE OF ROME.

We call attention to Bro. J. C. Parkinson's
interesting paper in another page, reprinted from
the Masonic Magazine for January. We think
that so far this is clear, whatever some of the
opinions of individual members of the Grand
Lodge of Rome may be, that body officiall y pre-
serves everv usage and teaching consonant with
our English Masonic principles. We therefore
are rejoiced to think that our able and esteemed
Bro. T- C. Parkinson has so well represented
alike the exact state of things at Rome in the
Grand Lodge, and has given us so pleasant and
agreeable an account of his proceedings and his
reception . It will be perused with interest by all.

A LETTER OF FREDERICK THE GREAT.

We have translated the following statement
from the Monde Maconni que for December.

We read in the J ournal of Berlin, September
10th, 1876:—Here is a letter of Frederick the
Great , still interesting to read to-day when " La
Germania" thinks that it has a risht. without anv
respect of persons to fulminate its thunder
against Freemasonry. In 1778, the Lodge of
Freemasons at Aix-Ia-Chapelle>, which had
ceased its labours , was re-opened and installed
at Wetzlar by the mother lodge. The Rev.
Father Greinemann , Lecturer of the Cloister of
the Dominicans at Aix-la-Chapelle, and the Rev.
Father Schuff , a Capucin preacher , excited the
faithful in that cathedral 'city and the neighbour-
hood , against the Freemasons and the lodges. Dis-
turbances arose in consequences among the popu-
lation, and personal contentions of a serious na-
ture, even resulting in blood. When Frederick the
Great heard of these fanatical manoeuvres , which
menaced the public safety and the well-being
of the people, he wrote to the agitators on the 7th
February, 1778 , the following letter :—

" My Very Reverend Fathers,
"Different reports confirmed by the public

papers have told me with what zeal you are la-
bouring to sharpen the sword of fanati-
cism against a peaceful , virtuous and honest
set of people called Freemasons. As an old
dignitary of that estimable Order, it is my duty
to struggle with all my power against the calum-
nies which outrage it , and seek to raise the
mysterious veil which hides from you the Temple
in which we have been brought up to all the
virtues , in order to make it appear as the assem-
bly of all the vices. What , my very honoured
Fathers ! do you wish to recall amongst us that age
of ignorance and barbarism which has been for
so long a time the reproach of the human intel-
lect ? those times of fanaticism on which tho
eye of reason cannot fix itself without shuddering ?
those times when hypocrisy seated on the throne
of depotism , between superstition and folly, held
the world in chains, and without any distinction
burned as sorcerers all who knew how to read ?
You give to the Freemasons not only the name
of sorcerers , but you accuse them of being
swindlers, perverted men and forerunners of
Antichr ist , and exhort the people to exterminate
this accursed race. Swindlers, my reverend
fathers, do not devote themselves as we do to
support thc poor and the orphans. Swindlers
on the contrary pillage them , deprive them often
of their share of their heritage and luxuriate in
the spoil , in the midst of ease and hypocrisy.
Swindlers, in fact, lead people into ruin , abuse
them and dupe them ; Freemasons enli ghten
them. A Freemason who retires fro m his
lodge, where he has learnt the lesson of the good
of humanity, cannot but be in his famil y a better
husband and a better father. In calling them
the forerunners ofthe Anti-Christ all your efforts
only lead to the destruction of the laws of the
Almighty. The Freemasons, on the contrary,
could not violate them without bringing do tvn the
whole edifice , and how could such men be an
accursed race who make all their glory to
consist in spreading with indefatigable zeal all
the virtues ?

(Signed) FR E D E R I C K .

THE MONDE MACONNIQUE.

We give on another page an interesting trans-
lation from this ably edited periodical , and shall
proceed shortly to call attention to some remarks
of our Bro. Caubet, with reference to a recent
speech of our most esteemed Grand Secretary,
Bro. John Hervey, at the consecration of the
Crichton Lodge.

AN OLD ROMAN SYMBOL TABLE.

We beg to call attention to an interesting
translation from the Batthulle, edited by Bro. J .
G. Findel, which has been made for us by a
kind correspondent.

LODGE OF BENEVOLENCE.

The monthl y meeting of the Lodge of Bene-
volence was held on Wednesday evening
in the Board room, Freemasons' Hall. Bro.
John M. Clabon, President of the Board ; Bro.
Joshua Nunn , Senior Vice President ; and Bro.
James Brett, Junior Vice President, occupied
the three chairs. There were also present Bros.
S. Rawson, Past District Grand Master, China ;
H. Grissell, P.G.D., Conrad C. Dumas, P.A.G.
D.C. ; K. J . P. Dumas, P.G.D. ; N. Bradford ,
P.G.D. ; Joseph Smith , P.G.P. ; E. P. Albert ,
G.P. : Herbert Dicketts, P.G.S. ; John Hervey,
G. Secretary ; W. J. Murlis , W.M. 16+2; W.
Mann , P.M. 186 ; W. T. Howe, H. Bartlett , W
H. Myers, Griffiths Smith , P.G.S. ; William
Smith ,' P.G.S.; W. Hollingsworth, W. R.
Marsh , Samuel Poynter, F. Binckes, P.G.S. ;
[ohn Bineemann , H. G. Buss, A. A. Pendlebury,
Charles Atkins, P.M. 2 7 ;  H. "VV . Hemsworth ,
W. Step hens, H. Garrod, W. F. Koch , P.M.
S20 ; C. P. Cobham , I.P.M. g $y ; Thos. Reilly^
W.M. 1327 ; John Dyte, P-M. 22 ; George N.
Philli ps, W.M. 3 ; G. W. Speth , W.M. 183 ; D.
Trusler, W.M. 720 ; H. Somerville Burney,
W.M. 16 ($ ; Thomas Williams, W.M. 1*107 ;
John Green , W.M. 27 ; S. W.Whitmarsh, W.M.
1150 ; James C. Chaplin , W.M. 18; George N.
Watts, W.M. 194; George Edward Ross, W.M.
235 ; H. Massey (Freemason) ; Robert D. D.
Adams, W.M. 222 ; Thomas James, W.M. 217 ;
John Gibson , Dep. M. 259 ; Alfred Milner ,W.M ,
4.6 ; and C. F. Matier , P.M. 6±s-

Grants made at last Lodge of Benevolence to
the amount of ^258 were first of all confirmed ;
after which the brethren proceeded with the new
cases, of which there were twenty oil thc list. Of
these, one was dismissed , and three were de-
ferred. The remainder were relieved one with
-£100; three sS^o ; three -_ *2o; seven s£io; and
two a _. e j making in all £360.

The lodge was then closed.

CONSECRATION OF THE EARL OF
CHESTER MARK LODGE, No. 196.

Bro. the Hon. Wilbraham Egerton, M.P., the
Prov. Grand Mark Master of this province, sum-
moned the brethren together on Tuesday, the
12th inst., at the Masonic Chambers, Eastgate
Row, Chester, to assist at the consecration of
the Earl of Chester Mark Lodge, No. 196, and
to instal Bro. Jas. Salmon as the first W.M. of
the new lodge. There was a very large attend-
ance, including upwards of thirty Provincial and
Past Provincial Officers. Amongst these were
Bros, the Hon. W. Egerton, M.P., R.W.P.G.
M.M. ; the Rev. C. W. Spencer Stanhope, V.W.
D.P.G.M.M. ; Capt. Jas. Watson, P.G.S.W. ;
G. Higgins, P.G.J.W.; the Rev. J. W. N.
Tanner, P.G. Chap.; J. Gibb Smith, P.P.G.
J.W. ; R. Newhouse, P.G. Sec ; R. Gracie,
P.G.J.O. ; Vauder Kiste, P.G.R.; J. P. Piatt,
P.P.G.S.W. ; Thomas H. Kirk , P.G.O. ; G.
Morgan, P.P.G.S.B. ,- L. Ellis, P.P.J.D.; J.
Pemberton , P.G.S.D. ; W. Matthews, P.G.S.B.;
R. Heathcott, P.G.I, of W.; J. S. Mort ,
P.G.D.C ; E. G. Lowe, P.G.A.D.C ; W. L.
Banks. P.G.S.B.: W. Alcock . P.G.I.G. ; Major
Piatt , P.P.G.J.D. ; T. Kent, P.G.S.; and others.
Before the lodge met a number of the brethren
visited the cathedral, and inspected the various
Masonic gifts. " donated " to the building, and
they were on the whole well pleased, although

insta to tafljpntottts.
The following stand over :—Reports of Lodges : Vi-

truvian , 87 j York , 236 ; Alersey, 477 ; Napthali , 266 j
St, John, 104 ; Panmure , 720; La Ccsarc'e, 590.

The Freemason ,
SATURDAY , DEC . 23, 1876.

TO ADVERTISERS.
The Freemason has a large circulation in all parts of

the Globe, its advantages as an advertising medium can
therefore scarcely be overrated.

ADVERTISEM ENTS should reach the Office , 198 Fleet-
street, London , by 12 o'clock on Wednesdays.



it was unanimously agreed that the Cheshire
pulpit would look much better if it were more
elevated by being placed on a base.

The real work of the day commenced by a
Mark Lodge being opened by Bro. G. Morgan ,
W.M. I I  : assisted bv Rro. Gibb Smith . P.P.G.
J.W., and Bro. Ellis , W.M. 165, as S. and J.W.
The ceremony, at all times a very beautiful one,
was rendered most effectivel y by the Provincial
Grand Master, and the oration was well given
by Bro. Stanhope. Bro. Kirk , assisted by Bro.
R. Baker , and others , rendered the bea uti fu l
Anthem, "Mark Masons, all appear ," most effec-
tively. After the dedication a Board of Installed
Masters was formed , and Bro. J. Gibb Smith,
P.P.G.J.W., installed Bro. James Salmon as
W.M., and appointed and invested Bro. J .
Corbet t, S.W.; Bro. William Matthews, J.W.;
Bro. the Rev. A. Rounthwaite, as Chaplain ; and
Bro. T. L. Cottingham , Registrar. The W.M.
afterwards entertained the whole of the. Prov.
Grand Officers to a most sumptuous banquet at
the Grosvenor Hotel. Bro. the Hon. W.
Egerton , the P.G.M.M., occupied the president 's
position, and a pleasant evening was spent with
toast, song, and fraternal intercourse . The
prospects of the new lodge are of the most rosy
kind, as no fewer than 21 brethren were proposed
for advancement before the lodge business was
brought to a close on Tuesday.

©riginal &oxxts$o\\bmct.
[We 110 not hold ourselves respons ible for , or even as approving

of th -op inlons expressed by our correspondents , but we wish , In
a spirit of fair play to all , to permit—within certain necessary
limits—free discussion. — EDJ

ROYAL MASONIC INSTITUTION FOR GIRLS.
To the Editor of the " Freemason ."

Dear Sir and Brother ,—
I have the pleasure to inform you that thc Rig ht

Honourable the Lord Suffield , K.C.B., R.W. Provincial
Grand Alaster for Norfolk , has kindl y accepted the Chair-
mansh ip of the next festival of this Institution , to be held
on the 9th Alay, 18 77.

Yours trul y and fraternall y,
R. WENTWOIITII L ITTLE , Secretary.

AI .SONIC J URISPRUDENCE.
To Ihe Editor of the " Freemason. "

Dear Sir and Brother ,—
I have thoug ht that you would assist me in clearing

up one or two doubts that for a time past have troubled
my mind , which not being very capacious will perhaps be
sufficient apology for thus addressing you.

1. Whether a P.AI. under the I.C. who has never
been a member , nor in any way supported the E.G., can
sit in an E.C. Lodge , open and conduct the proceedings ,
or , if asked to do so, has a rig ht to accept ?

Thc doubt arises in my mind from reading the Book
of Eng lish Constitutions , in which is stated : " That every
brother regularly elected and installed as Alaster of a
Lodge under theConstitutionof the Grand Lodge of Eng land
who has executed that office for one year , shall , so long
as he continues a subscribing member of any lodge, rank
as a Past Master , and be a member of thc Grand Lodge.
Subscri ption as a member to any lodge is sufficient tc
preserve his rank and ri ght , as a Past Alaster; but having
for twelve months ceased to subscribe to any lodge, he
shall no longer continue a member of thc Grand Lod ge
nor can he again possess that privilege until again installed
Master of a lodge j" but does " any lodge " mean under
either of the constitutions ?

2. I would further wish to know , whether an E.A. or
K.C. has a right to vote at the annual elections for W.AI.
even thoug h he be paying dues to the lod ge.

¦t. Whether it is right for a P.AI . of any constitution
to bias the mind of a brother as to the more fitting in-
dividual for the post of W.AI. ?

4. Whether in the absence at a regular meeting of
the W.M. or any P.AI., can a S.W. or J .W. conduct the
work of the lodge ? I

A N ENGLISH AI ASON .
[1. Not if he has not been a regularly installed master.

If he has been , Yes I if asked by the W.AI. 2. Yes. 3.
Certainl y not. 4. Yes I but not as W.AI.—En.]

ORDERS OF THE TEA1PLE AND AIALTA.
(P BOVINCE or LA N C A S H I R E .)

Chancery, —48, Drake-street ,
Rochdale; Dec. 14th , 187 6.

To the Ver y Eminent the Grand Commander Province
of Dorset.

Very Eminent Sir ,—
I am desired by the Grand Commander of Lan-

cashire to express his thanks , together with those of the
Sir Kni ghts of his province , for the very able assistance
which was rendered by you and the Knig hts of the Pro-
vince , in enabling him to cairy his motion in Convent
Genera l.

I am also to express his entire agreement with the re-
marks of our new chief , the Earl of Shrewsbury and Tal-
bot , " Now the battle is over we ought to be good friends. "

I am , Very Eminent Sir , yours trul y,
W. Asiiwoimi , Chancellor.

THE ROYAL INSTALLA TION ENGRAVING.
To the Editor of the  " Freemason. "

Dear Sir and Brother ,—
To supp lement the kind letter fro m my friend

Bro. W. J . Hughan , P.G.D., publishe d in your issue of thc
9th inst., relative to the comp letion of the Installati on en-
graving, I send you the following extracts fro m two
letters received respectivel y on the 9th and r 4th inst., from
my engraver in Paris .—

Paris , 9 Decembre , 187 6.
" Alonsieur Harty, —Croyez-bien que j'ai a cccur de vous

contenter , la planche est mainteiiant entre mes mains , et
j'y trav aille avec la plus grande energ ie; mais dites bien
a vos amis et souscri pteurs qu 'on ne peut fixer d'epoque ,
pour la fin de cette gravure , que le graveur y travaille
avec acharnement que e'est un travail inoui , qui le Iibrera
le plus tot qu 'il lui sera possible , et qu 'il ne peut pas croire
qu'il arriver rien de facheux a AI . Harty , si ce travail se
prolonge plus qu 'on ne pensait. C'est un travail inoui de
longeur , et qui n'a pas de precedent.

" Paris , 14 Decembre , lg?" -
" Alonsieur Harty, —J e vais repeterai toujours la meme

chose. J e travaille avec acharnement a vote planche ,
cest mon interet comme lc voire qui le travail soil fait le
plus tot possible.

"J ' ai l'honneur , &c, e.c."
TRANSLATION '.

" Air. Harty, —Believe me that I wish heartil y to give
you sati sfaction. The plate is now between my hands ,
and I "work upon it with the greatest energy. But please
tell your friends and subscribers that I cannot fix a date
to finish the engraving, that the engraver works with zeal ,
that it is an unheard of work , and that he will deliver it
as soon as it is possible , and that he cannot think that any
annoyance will result to Mr. Harty if the work is pro-
longed more than was thoug ht. It is a work of unheard
of and unprecedented length. "

"Paris , 14 Dec, i8?6.
" Air. Harty, —I repeat to you the same thing over h and

over again. I work with fury upon your plate. It is as
much to my interest as yours that the work should be fin-
ished as soon as possible."

Aly numerous subscr ibers and friends may rely that
nothing shall be left undone on my part to bring this
heavy undertaking to a successful and ear ly finish , and I
confidentl y hope to lay before H.R.H. the Alost W.G.AI. a
finished proof before the second anniversary of the great
event which the engraving depicts.

I am , dear Sir and Brother , trul y and fraternal ly yours ,
EDWD . J . H AIITV ,

213, Regent-st., W. London.
P.S.—There still remain a dozen spaces for portraits.

ABDUCTION OF " WILLI AAI AIORGAN.
To Ihe Editor nf Ihe " Freemason. "

Dear Sir and Brother ,—
Rumour has it that WiUiam Alorgan was mur-

dered by Freemasons. Rumour , however , is such a lying
jade , that I , in common no doubt with many others , have
been content to let our enemies have their own way.
Enclosed you will find the case circumstantially set forth ,
and in a form that must command notice. Would it
not be well to deal with the matter at once , and either
admit or refute the statement here put forward ?

I am , dear Sir and Brother , yours fraternally,
W. F I K I .DSON .

" In the year 1826 , a painful circumstance occurred ,
which for awhile created a panic. Alasonic societies had
for some time existed in the United States to a very con-
siderable extent *, but it was not generall y supposed that
there was anj thing objectionable in thei r characte r. A
man , however , named William Alorgan , living at Batavia ,
in Genesee county, New York , conceived a dislike to these
associations , and , knowing something about their organi-
sation , announced his intention of publishinga book which
should disclose what he called the secrets of Freemasonry.
On Alonday, September nth , this man was taken from
his home , under pretence of a criminal proce ss, conveyed
into Ontario county, a distance of fifty miles from his
domicile , examined , and discharged. In the evening he
was again arrested on a charge as frivolous as the first ,
thrown into gaol by the persons who had taken the ori gi-
nal proceedings , once more discharged , and immediately
afterwards once more seized—this time in the obscurity of
ni ght. Thc last arrest had a much more alarming cha-
racter than the two former. The man was gagged ,
bound , and forced into a carriage , which was rap idly
driven off. In this way he was conveyed a hundred miles
without interruption , and , as relays of horses were prepared
along the whole line of road , it was evident that his ab-
duction was the result of an organised scheme. It came
out in subsequent enquiries that Morgan was carried to-
ward s the Canadian frontier , where he was lod ged within
the walls of an unoccup ied fort. What ultimately became
of him has never been clearly known. He mysteuousl y
disappeared , and al thoug h it could never be proved that
he was murdered , it is not easy to avoid the convictio n
that he met his death by treachery and violence. It is
supposed that he was taken in a boat by night to thc
Niagara , and there drowned. A body, thoug ht to be that
of Alorgan , was subsequentl y found below Fort Niagara ;
but it was impossible to identi f y it , and , notwithstanding
that thc Leg islature of New York passed an Act ordering
a strict investi gation of the subject , and some Freema-
sons were charged with murder , a conviction could not be
obtained. The report of the New York committee of in-
vesti gation confirmed the general suspicion that the un-
fortunate man had been assassinated , and the agitation of
the public mind was so great that it was proposed to
exclude Freemasons from office. An anti-Masonic party
was formed , which , having in a few years spread over
several States , hel d a convention at Philadel phia in 183 1.

This part y endeavoured to influence the elections , but ,
after a brief period of activity, collapsed and disappeared .
—From Cassell' s History of the United Slates , by E. Oilier ,
for Decern ber. "

[We do not believe the allegation , but our esteemed Bro.
Clifford H. McCalla will no doubt give the rep ly our
correspondent wishes.—E D.]

FREEMASONRY AND CHARITY.
To the Editor of the " Freemason. "

Dear Sir and Brothe r ,—
I have been a subscriber to and reader of your

valuable journal for some years , and have ever felt interes-
ted in the information derived from the perusal of its
pages respecting the Craft generall y; and I have also re-
gretted to see so much party feeling exhibited amongst
members of Grand Lod ge in affairs that have to do with
£ s. d. I should be glad to see a more generous , or Ma-
sonicall y speaking, a more " brotherly " feeling prevail ,
and a little less of " self." There appears to me to be a
growing tendency in our Order to lose sight of the declara-
tion of thc candidate on initiation , or otherwise a few years
service in the Craft leads some brethren to feel entitled to
say and do a good deal , and practice rather differentl y.
There has been so much bickering, &c, of late respecting
money matters of the Order , that reall y it is getting to be
a conversation of unp leasantness with the general body.
The pretty little squabble about the Laund ry is an in-
stance , and I reall y don 't see why one brother should have
exactl y all his own way in an affair of that kind. " Public
competition " is the correct thing, and which would even
be more fair to our brother who desires the increased vote.
But this is apart from the object of my letter. I have
been asked by a forei gn brother the meaning of the word
" Charity " as it is supposed to be understood by an Eng-
lish Freemason. I answered that I could only reply so
far as my experience taug ht me, which was, " Give all
thou hast whilst in thy power whenever called upon , but
when you require relief yourself do not ask help from a
brother. " Strange to say, said he, your own and my ex-
perience agree to the letter ; and so, sir , I regret to say I
find it. Can you tell me the meaning of the word
" Charity " as we should practice it ? Docs it mean give
your all to the Alasonic Charities , i.e., Institutions , and
should you by being too liberal-hearted meet with misfor -
tune , go hide thyself and trouble not your brother ? I
know an instance of poverty and distress , one who was
always ready to give to the cause of charity , not only to
institutions , but to individual distressed brethren (and I
won 't say how far such liberality to Alasonic Charities
tended to his reverses) now in the worst state of poverty.
I have experienced the same humiliation myself—hu-
miliation , I say, and that is a sore word for Alasonry. I
am humiliated by thc uncharitableness of my brethren ;
tho' an old Alason , and a Alark Alaster Alason , as also
"Royal Arch," and a LifeGovernor to two of the Institutions ,
yet throug h reverses , I have been obli ged to quit those old
friends who knew me in my days of prosperit y because of
their coolness. I tried new ground with an earnest
endeavour to retrieve myself , where I Should not be pointed
at with the cold finger of hollow commiseration , but I
find the same coldness fro m individual Craftsmen. That
is to say, I have ventured to seek for aid as regards getting
introduction for emp loyment. Further aid I have not
asked , althoug h my home is cheerless , and my famil y
have wanted bread. As charity is the virtuous prop of the
Order , I should like to know how its dispensed , and where
it commences. It should exist in the heart of " every
brother " to keep the brother in all he an , and not turn a
deaf ear up him and his helpless ones.

I trust this may be read by a few good brethren at the
approaching Icstivc season , and 1 ask them to give a
passing thought to the fact of a brother in stern poverty;
and his little ones wanting bread in a cheerless and empty
home , and let them ask , can it be possible , when a
common friendly society would blush to know they had a
member so placed , they would help him to " common
employment " to earn his livelihood. Why does not the
Freemason do this , is it derogatory to him that his bro -
ther is poor ?

Subscribe all you can to the institutions , attend your
own and other lodges, and plead charity ; also lodges of
instruction , which all means expense and neglect of busi-
ness , wear yourself out both financiall y and constitu-
tionall y, and die a worthy Alason in your prime of life,
then your widow and children may get temporary relief.
But what compared to that you have expended on Free-
masonry ; and , again , what can give back to the widow,
thc widow 's son ? Charity then comes too late , sooth a
brother 's weary steps that his heart may feel the sunshine
of the works of thc Great Architect of the Universe when
he needs it.

Yours fraternall y,
O NE OF THE " Poo n AND DISTRESSED .

THE ROYAL A1ASONIC BENEVOLENT INS TITU-
TION AND THE PROVINCE OK DEVON .

To the Editor of the Freemason.
Dear Sir and Brother ,—

Referring to the report in your issue of 16th inst.,
of the last committee meeting of the Royal Alasonic
Benevolent Institution , at which meeting Bro. J ohn Con-
stable , P.AI. 185, is reported to have asked Bro. J ames
Terry, the Secretary of the Institution, the number of
annuitants on its funds , and whether the province of
Devon was not the largest in that respect , he , Bro. Con-
stable , suggesting that the province anil its Grand Alaster
be solicited to aid the Institution at thc coming festival i 1
February next.

For the information of Bro. Constable , knowing tne
deep interest he takes in our charities , and for all whom it
may concern ,

I beg to say the suggestion of Bro . Constable has



been full y anticipated , thus, since August last the Provin-
cial Grand Ledge of Devon has voted thc sum of £100
to the Royal Alasonic Benevolent Institution , the Provincial
Grand Alark Lodge of Devon £10, various private lod ges
and chapters in the province have since August last voted
sums to the same Institution , to be placed on the lists of
Bros. Charles Godtsehalk and J. E. Curteis, Stewards for
their province for this year. The amounts so voted from
these private lodges and chapters in the aggregate, doubt-
less reach £200 , and will be augmented before the date
of the festival in February next.

Out of the monies voted by the province since August
last the sum of £110 was actually in the hands of Bro.
James Terry, the Secretary, at the moment Bro. Con-
stable asked the question.

Allow me also to remark that if Bro. Constable will
refer to th- published list of the Royal Alasonic Benevolent
Institution , he will find our beloved Provincial Grand
Alaster, thc Rev. J. Huyshe, is a larger supporter of that
particular Institution than any other Provincial Grand
Alaster in Enp-land. he beinn- in nossession bv self and
family alone, of 150 votes, and that he is handsomely
represented on the lists of our other Alasonic charities,
and that his name is another word for benevolence.

Believe me, yours fraternally,
CHARLES GODTSCIIALK ,

P.AI. 70 and 1255, P.G.D.,
Steward for R.M.B.I. 1S76-7.

YET ANOTHER CHARITY.
To the Editor ofthe "Freemason ."

Dear Sir and Brother ,—
At this festive season of the year, the Freemason's

heart , ever open to the reception of the message " good-
will towards man ," participates with a peculiar warmth
in the feelings of the outer world, thus neriodicallv
awakened to the abiding glory of charity and mercy. It
seems to me, then , to be a time of the year not inappro-
priate to the ventilation of a new scheme of philanthropy,
designed to cover ground not yet occupied by our noble
institutions of benevolence , and I proceed to do this , even
at the risk of hearing the despairing chelation of our
already heavilv charitably taxed brethren, " The cry is,
still they come."

The organised charitable associations of the Craft may
be classed under four heads:

1. The fund of Benevolence administered by Gran d
Lodge, to which every member of a private lodge under
its jurisdiction in this country is, ip so fa:to a con-
tributor.

2. Seni 'ires pr iores (thoug h thc maxim must be
limited to the partici pants in the benefits), Thc Royal
Alasonic Benevolent Institution.

3. The Royal Alasonic Institution for Girls.
4. The Royal Alasonic Institution for boys.
I piopose to add a fifth association to the list , and to call

it , should the necessary assent to the first adjective of the
title and support of the scheme be obtained ,

" The Royal Philanthrop ic Association for thc relief of
Freemasons, their wives and children , when temporaril y
incapacitated through casualty, sickness, or other in-
firmity."

I will at once frankl y confess that such an organization
would have no claim to support should it be shewn t *
conflict with thc other institutions ! have enumerated. Foo
the purposes of argument I will divide these into one in.
voluntary and three voluntary bodies. Of course this
definition is not technically accurate, inasmuch as
Alasonry being free , the first—the official—mode of ad-
ministering distress is as voluntary as the other three.
But it will suffice for my purpose to point out this very
broad distinction , that while thc means of effecting its
avowed' object possessed by the official scheme are secured
by Alasonic law, and must be enhanced as the Craft in-
creases in numbers , thc machinery itself can , therefore ,
only relatively be termed voluntary ; the other three are
absolutely dependent upon the good-will of the
brethren , and must , therefore , be deemed absolutely
voluntaiy. Of these institutions while voluntary in the latter
meaning, only one demands my examination ju st now.
The Royal Benevolent Institution , wliich , as is well known ,
is defined as being designed for thc benefit of " Aged
Freemasons and the Widows of Freemasons," and is
understood to desiderate making a permanent provision ,to
a greater or less extent , for thc recipients of its bounty. The
essential features , then , of this Charity are, its limitation
to age and its extension to permanency, both elements en-
tirely absent from the scheme I am endeavouring to com-
mend to the notice of the Craft at large.

The other association with which my idea would seem
to clash is the official mode of administering relief by the
Board of Benevolence. How thc plan , so far from clash -
ing, would prove the complement of thc system professed
by this body can be most briefl y shown , I think , by an
exposition of its scope.

It must often have occurred to brethre n that amongst
thc many "circumstances of unforeseen misfortune ," daily
reducing some, at least of our brethren , from a position of
if not opulence, at least, comparative comfort , " to the
lowest state of poverty and distress ," their attention has
been drawn to the sudden stroke of sickness, or accident ,
paralysing thc strong right hand of a brother bread-winner ,
or depriving his little ones of the tender care of the gentle
house-mother. Some temporary provision for a case of
distress of this kind seems to me to come peculiarl y within
the definition of the second item of t)ie creed we are all
taught to profess. Surely this would be " relief " in its
most literal sens:. I know it may be urged—it may
indeed be sincerel y believed—that such a case would be
peculiarly one for the interposition of the Board of Bcnevo-
knee—theoretically perhaps it may be—but is it so practi-
cally ? In thc first place there is the application , to a
certain extent , at least so far as thc Craft is con-

cerned—the publicity of an application—which , to the
self respecting supplicant , must , whatever theorists
may say, be humiliating. Then , althoug h of course
no personal attendance is required in case of sick-
ness or accident , it is almost impossible for the Board
of Benevolence to administe r adequate relief. A
dole of money, proportioned , as it must necessarily be pro-
portioned , rather to the years during which the applicant
lias contributed to the official fund than to the real neces-
sities of his cases, the form of relief e.v necessitate rei
adopted ; the Board have no machinery by which they
can secure that assistance in kind, adapted to the exigency
and incidents of the" misfortune, can be promptly, and
liberally, and continuously, and systematically rendered.

I readily concede that the sufferer's private lodge will
probably eagerly step in to supplement the grant of the
board , but it is, no more than the board itself , provided
with the machinery I have indicated to be necessary. Now
assume the carry ing out the project I propose. A fund
would be created by the voluntary contributions of the
various lodges, and of individual brethren . The adminis-
trative bod y of the charity would place themselves in com-
munication with all the hospitals, dispensaries, and
infirmaries of the kingdom. By disbursing the
greater part of its funds in the purchase of patron-
age in these institutions in the shape of life governor-
ships and other forms of membership involving
presentations to participations in their various benefits
the institution itself , the official Board of Bene-
volence and the various lod ges and individual members and
donors would be furnished pro ra ta with the means of pro-
viding professional assistance, hospital care.extra infirmary
comforts—including provision for a period of convalescence
—for great numbers of our brethren without those neces-
saries, and who at present can only procure a temporary
relief to their necessities by the necessarily limited pcc _-
niary aid of the Board of Benevolence, or of their private
lodges. I want , in short, to place every lodge in the
kingdom in the position , in the case of an afflicted bro-
ther, to do what is so well expressed in ordinary colloquial
phrase, " set a man nn his legs again."

I believe that we could at once put ourselves e«
rapport with the various hospitals, dispensaries , and
infirmaries of the country : that they would hail our co-
operation, because although our benefits would directly
be restricted to the members of the Craft , indirectly they
would contribute to the means of usefulness of many a
deserving institution.

I may be told that this scheme would tend still further
to complete the analogy sometimes sought to be instituted
between Freemasonry and a mere benefit society—to this I
would reply that it is a feature of a benefit society incap-
able of being abused and capable of conferring indirect
benefits beyond the sphere of its immediate recipients. A
man would be even less likely, 1 opine, to join
Freemas.inry in thc hope of participating in its
benefits in the event of his breaking a leg or
catching a fever than with the view of procuring
an education for his orphan children , or a home and pen-
sion for himself or widow. But supposing such miserable
aspirations existed , would that fact constitute an argument
against our performing the duty we owe of doing all the
good wc can to those of the househol d of faith. Our
refuge against such an abuse is not by buttoning up our
breeches pockets, but by opening our eyes very wide at the
name of every proposed initiate, and not forgetting the
wholesome and legitimate use of the black ball.

I do not claim to be the sole originator of the idea I
have thus feebly endeavoured to explain. It has occurred
to other brethren , members, with myself .'of the B >ard of
Benevolence, in the working of which during the past
year as an elective member I have from , constan t attend-
ance, acquired some experience. For the title, which I
admit might be abbreviated with advantage, I am solely
responsible. I only stipulate for the retention of the
Philanthropi as being dis tinctive from the descriptive ad-
jective of thc institution for the relief of our aged brethren
and their widows, and as being a word eminently applica-
ble to the universal character of the charity of our Craft. The
institution need not be ambitious , save in obtaining the pa-
tronage of some illustrious prince cr lady taking an interest
in the fraternity. No expense need be incurred save for a
little printing; no office rent need be payable. A Secretary
could be readily found who would perform the duties honor-
arily. An annual festival would ultimately be a necessity,
but a prompt communication with every lodge and indi-
vidual member of note, and every hospital and infirmary
in the kingdom , would be the first step to be taken after a
committee was once formed , on a favourable reception of
t he scheme by the Craft at large. A good firm of bankers
could be at once found to act as Treasurers, and the ensu-
ing year could be utilised by making thc scope and
objects of the organisation known much more in detail
than I can do by means of a single letter, at every lodge
banquet table in thc kingdom , and by the mediu m of a
now widely circulated and influential Alasonic press.

In conclusion ,! d.> not propose to divert one single penny
from thc already liberall y flowing stream of Masonic
bounty, to the suggested Institution. I do not believe its
most complete success, of which when once started I am
supremely confident , would do so. In Alasonic charity,
thank God—as in political economy demand , induces
supply. Thc only question I desire by your kind help to
ask my brethren of the Craft is, is there room for such an
association ?

If ever there was an appeal which illustrated the wis-
dom of the command " Let your light so shine before
men, _*c," surely I think it must be conceded it is the pre-
sent , and therefore I do not propose to shrink from the
imputation of egotism by concealing my identity under a
nom de plume. Your numerous readers who know me
will , I am assured , acquit me of the desire of self-glorifi-
cation. Those of my brethren with whom I have not the

honour to be personall y acquainted , will appreciate the
object I have in publishin g my personality when I ask
them to communicate freel y to me at 5, Essex Court ,
Temple, London , E.G., their views as to the practicability
or advisability of ray proposals, and their willingness, or
the reverse, to co-operate in the proposed enterprise , and if
any other vindication of the course I take in letting the
Alasonic world know the name of the writer of this letter be
necessary, surely I may plead that unless I did so the offer
I hereby make.to be not only a contributor according to my
means to the fund proposed to be raised, but cheerfull y and
indefatigably to undertake ihe duties of Honorary Secretary
so long as my services can be of use to the designed asso-
ciation , would be obviously idle.

I am , dear Sir and Brother , yours faithfull y and fra-
ternally,

SA M U E L  POYNTEH ,
P.AI . and Treas. Burgoyne, 902; Atlicna-um , 149 1.

CONSECRATION OF THE ST. CECILIA.
LODGE, No. 1636. .

On Wednesday last, at the Royal Pavilion ,
Bri ghton , a Special Grand Lodge of the Pro-
vince of Sussex was held , for the purpose of
consecrating a new lodge, the St. Cecilia , No.
1636, a warrant for the establishment of which
had been granted by the Grand Lodge on the
app lication of the following . — Bros. Kuhe,
(Grand Organist of Eng land), Everall , Sandeman ,
Broadbrid ge, Nell, Foat , Belcher , Devin , Hawkes,
Nye, and H. Payne. The Provincial Grand
Lodge was opened at three o'clock by the Acting
Prov. G.M., Bro. E. J. Furner (in the absence of
the Prov. G.M, Bro. Lord Pelhatn) . The acting
Grand Master was supported by Bro. Sir \V. W.
Burrell , Bart., M.P. (Prov. D.G.M.), and by his
Provincial Grand Officers as follows : Bros. T.
Trollone. S.G.W.: C. Pocock. 7.G.W. : Rev.
E. Walker, G. Chaplain ; G. Tatham, G.
Treasurer : C. Woolley, G. Registrar ; J. H.
Scott, G. Secretary ; B. H. Thorpe, G.S.
Deacon ; R. Brarnwell, G.J. Deacon ; — Tomes,
G. Supt. of Works ; J. Dixon, G.D.of C.; T.
H. Cole, G.A.sst. D. of C.j Walter Smith, G.S.B.
E. Gladstone , G. Org. ; J. Everall , G. Purst. ;
Bros. J . M. Read , C. Sandeman , G. Money ,
and T. S. Byass, G. Stewards ; and T. Hughes,
G. Ty ler. The brethren present included
the following :— Bros. T. Penn, P.G.D. ; W.
Marchant , J . M. Cunningham , J. Fabian ,
E. Bright, W. J. Harriss, H. Belcher, V.
P. Freeman, A. King, A. Partrid ge, R. J .
Pope, J. Butler , G. D_ Paris, G. B. Mc
Whinnie, J. Glass, C. J. Smith , W. Kuhe,
H. W. Hawswell , C. W. Arnold , E. M.
Norris , G. S. Gray, J. F. Eyles, G. H.
Day, W. Wri ght , H. F. Mackay , J. M. Reid ,
H. Payne, James Curteis , G. Vickers, F. C.
Woodman , R. Grey, J. F. Capon , W. V. Nel l,
W. A. Butt , W. Withers Moore, T. J. Sabine,
W. Winn , C. Beckett , J. Hodges, H. Free-
man, H. Collet, W. H. Gibson , H. Duval , J.
P. M. Smith, W. T. Clarke, F. Noakes,
L. F. Noakes, G. Smith , W. S. Ever-
shed , J. W. Stride, C. Warwick Orme, S.
G. Foxall , R. Willard , T. C. Abell , C.
Butt , H. M. Jenner, J. Sergison, E.
Histed , E. Byass, W. G. Poundall , H. C.
Davis, S. T. Foat, J. Wood, C Winstanley, C.
Hudson , S. R. Legg, W. R. Wood , J. H. Ross,
J. Farncombe, S. Tanner, F. J. Holman , W. A.
Stuckey, A. Whitfield , B. Roberts , A. J. Hawkes,
R. W. Willatt , T. R. White, H. W. Wells, F.
Holford , B. Ford, T. Chandler, T. S. Watts ,
Mark Tanner, J. T. Whatford, J. C. Strat-
ford, &c.

The brethren having* assembled in the music
room, a procession of the Acting Grand Master
and his officers was formed in the drawing room ,
and on the Acting Grand Master taking his seat ,
the lodge was opened with the usual formula.
The petition and warrant were then read, and the
petitioning brethren signified their approva l of
the officers named in the warrant.

The Prov. G. Chaplain (Bro. Rev. E. Walker)
then , at the call of the acting Prov. Q.M., de-
livered a short oration on the nature and design
of Freemasonry. He observed that the occasion
on which they were assembled was one of those
convincing proofs that the principles of '  Free-
masonry were generally extending. Persecution
in those days, and in still later times, had done,
its utmost; yet here, thanks to the G.A. of the U.
it stood holding its own, and if the brethren
carried out their professions of fidelity, love, and



truth , it still would hold its own against all per-
secution. Tracing Masonry down from the
earliest ages, he obseived that if the brethren
would but continue to maintain in their breasts
the unity of the Godhead , they would ever be
found carry ing out the princi ples of the Craft in
brotherl y love, relief and truth. Unless these
principles were exhibited in all their doings,
then Masonry was spurious ; but , on the other
hand , if carried out , how grand was the link
binding them all together, making them better
subjects , and giving proof to the world that their
professions were more than a name. Might all
present , in the good tim -j of the G.A. of the U.
be brought to the Grand Lodge above, from
whence all goodness emanated.

After other formulae peculiar to the Craft , the
ceremony of consecration was admirabl y per-
formed , the musical portion of the ceremony
being abl y given , under the direction of Bro.
Gladstone, P.G. Organist , by Bros. Hod ges,
Thornton , Beckett, and Winn.

All this being ended , Bro. W. Kuhe was then
installed as the W.M. of the lod ge, and he then
proceeded to appoint his officers as follows :—
Bros. Everall , S.W. ; Sandeman , J.W. ; H.
Payne, Treas. ; Belcher , Sec ; Nell , S.D. ;
Foat, J.D. ; Hawkes, D. of C-  Nye, I.G. ;
and Hug hes, Tyler.

The following then proposed as candidates for
initiation , and to join the new lodge -.—Messrs.
W. R. Wood , j un., G. L. Fenner, H. E. Cox ,
W. Smithers , J. Sayers, F. Morganti , G. H.
Clements, — Marks , J. B. Mellison , E. Hall ,
J. Crapps, G. Cole, H. S. Gates, R. Roe. W.
Roe, J. Maynard , T. K. Pelham , and J. M.
Newnhani.

On the proposition of the S.W., seconded by
the J.W., it was unanimousl y resolved that the
Acting Grand Master and the Grand Secretary
should be elected honorary members of the lodge,
and the following were then proposed as joining
members :—Bros. J. Wood , Yarboroug h , 8 i i ;
R. J. Pope, Yoi k , 315 ; W. H. Gibson , ditto ,
ditto ; H. C. Davis, Mount Lebanon , 73 ; L,
Grandel , York , 315 -, R. Paige, Industry, 42 1 ;
C. Hudson , York , 3 ij j  E. Bri ght , Clarence, 271,

The lodge was then closed , and the brethren
adjourned to banejuet in the banqueting 100m,
where Messrs. Mutton Brothers, of King 's Road ,
had prov ided a banquet , which gave the greatest
satisfaction , and redounded highly"to their credit
as public caterers. The W.M., Bro. Kuhe, pre-
sided, supported by Bros. Sir W. W. Burrell ,
Bart., M.P. ; Furner , acting Grand Master ; J.
H. Scott, P.G. Secretary : and by the following
officers ofthe Grand Lodge: Bros. C. W. Arnold ,
Grand Chap lain ; Foxall , Grand Pursuivant ;
Fenn, P.G. Deacon - Gray, P.G. Deacon ; also
by Bros. Barnet Ford , General , and the brethren
whose names we have already given.

Ihe usual loyal and Craft toasts having been
given ,

Bro. Sir W. W. Burrell , Bart., M.P., proposed
the health of the " W.M., Bro Kuhe." In
proposing it , he said he feared he was the wrong
man in thc right place—(laughter)—but it
needed little from him to enforce the toast, for
they hacl all had the opportunity of seeing the
exceeding l y excellent manner in which Bro.
Kuhe had conducted the proceedings of the: day.
(A pplause.)This was a musical lod ge, dedicated
to St. Cecilia , and if he (Bro. Burrell) were a
songster he would propose the toast in musical
honour. , but as lie was not a singer, he
:ould not do so. However, seeing the manner
>n which the lod ge had been opened, and look-
ing at its advantages , he felt soon it would be-
come one of the best lodges in the province of
nissex. (Applause.) Bro. Kuhe was so old
1 Mason that it would be idle on his part to

attempt to give any history of his Masonic
knowledge ; he had known him for many years,
nnd knowing how zealous he was in the cause
of Masonry, he was assured of the prosperity
of the lodge over which Bro. Kuhe presided.
He called upon them in bumpers to drink health ,
long life, and prosperity to Bro. Kuhe, the W.M.
of St. Cecilia Lodge 1636. (Applause.)
Bro . Kuhe on rising to respond was received
most heartily. He assured the brethre n that,
accustomed as he had long been to kindness
*™m his fellow men, this last act of theirs wasn-ost grateful to him. He hoped in the future

they would overlook his shortcomings. It was
his desire to do his best for the lodge, and it
would not be from want of desire if he did not
carry out his duty to the utmost. But they
were awate that his avocations were onerous, and
that he had a deal to think of. He mig ht not
be able to do all he could wish, but he could
assure them with regard to the nineteen pro-
posed that night for initiation that it" was his
intention to perform all the initiation ceremonies
himself. (Loud cheers.)

Bro. Belcher gave " The Worshipful Masters
of the Province of Sussex." to which the Master
of the Derwent Lodge, Bro. C. M. Norris, res-
ponded .

Bro. Kuhe, W.M., here, at the request of the
company, as expressed to him by Bro. J. Scott,
contributed a most brilliant performance on the
pianoforte.

Bro. J. H. Scott proposed "Tho Visitors ,"
remarking that the lodge had celebrated its con-
secration ari ght by inviting 70 guests, 50 of
whom had accepted and were present that even-
ing. He coup led with the toast the name of
Bro. General Barrett Ford , a distinguished Ma-
son, recently returned from India , who most abl y
responded.

The W.M. then gave " The Officers of the
Lodge," to which Bro. Everall , S.W., responded.

The Ty ler 's toast brought a very agreeable
evening's proceedings to a close.

llc&Ul.s.
O LD JONATHAN .

Collingrid ge, 117, Aldersgate-street.
This interesting work is suitable for a Cliri -tmas

Present, for schools and families. It is very good reading
and very happily illustrated. We commend it most
earnestly to all our readers—old and young.

llOYAI. AI ASONIC CYCI .OI .E U I A .
We welcome another part of this work , and arc glad

to note that it is progressing towards completion,
Knowing what the labour of a CyclopaiJia is, we feel
strong ly how much credit is owing to the perseverance
and scholarly efforts of Bro. Kenneth Mackenzie.

I 1111 DOMESTIC GAZETTE .
Is a candidate for literary support , and seems to be in-

tended as a medium of communication between employers
and employed. We kave read its Christmas number
and like it much. The idea of our roug h notes on Christ-
mas is taken from it , thoug h we have had recourse to
notes of our own to fill up the little column.

I in; GiiAi'iiic.
Our good fri ind and kind contemporary pursues the

"cven lenour of its way," with every symptom of well
merited success.

Tin* P ICTORIAL WOULD .
The Christmas number of thc Pictoria l World is an

admirable contribution to our Christmas literature , and
will be re-ad, we feel suic , apprcciating ly by all classes,
The illustrations are very effective.
Afos-s's A LMANACK AND DI A R Y , 18*7. Moses & Son.

We welcome this little " vadc uiecum " for 1877, whieh
is admirably conceived and printed , and no doubt will
dul y be appreciated by the many customers of that well-
know n firm.

OIIE roil ST. J OHN 'S N IGHT , 27th DH C K M I I K H , 187 6.

Hail ! holy Light , with five mysterious rays,
Nor fierce nor wan ;

Monarchs have fed aud prophets watched thy blaze
In ages gone :

Hail ! holy Light , thou star of brotherhood ,
0 ! bless us still , and guide us to the good.
1 Jail .' Alaster bright, twice raised to yonder throne

The Light shines on ,
Thou soul of truth , that Love declares His own

When time is gone-,
All joy be thine j oh ! reign supremel y blest ,
Till angel signs shall ope the Lod ge of rest.
I lail I Wardens true , and all the mystic tie

Has bound in one ;
Behold the glorious Light that streams on hi gh,

Each faithful son ;
In compass and on square to order stand ,
Till Death shall knock by the Supreme's command.

PETER GA I I U N K I I , Poet Laureate,

Lord Charles Beresford informs us (Whitehall
Review) that there is no truth in the report which
has appeared in many journals that he is to be
appointed commander of the "Alexandra," which is
about to hoist the flae of Vice-Admiral G. P. Hornbv.
Lord Charles, who will go to the Alediterranean in the
" Thunderer " with Captain Wilson , as stated by us some
months ago, on Thursday joined the " Vernon ," at Ports-
mouth , where he will go through thc course of torpedo
instruction before he is appointed to his ship.

LODGE " CANONGAT E AND LEITH , L. & C." No. 5.

r _i 111- vy ce_ enumg rriuay, j_ ecemoer 20 , 1870.
The Editor will be glad to receive notice from Secre-

taries of Cralt Lodges, Royal Arch Chapters, Mark Lodges,
Preceptories, Conclaves, &c, of any change in place or
time of meeting.

SATURDAY , DECEAIBER 23.
LODGES OF INSTRUCT 'ON.

Lily, Grey hound , Richmond.
Manchester, 77, London-st., Fitzroy-sq.
Star, Alarquis of Granby, New Cross-rd .

MONDAY , DECEA1BER 23.
Christmas-day.

TUESDAY, DECEAIBER 26.
Lodge 20,,, Israel, Cannon-st. Hot.

„ 115 8, Southern Star, Alontpelier Tav., Walworth .
Chap. 7, Royal York of Perseverance, F.AI.H.

LODGES OF I N S T R U C T I O N.
Aletropolitan , 269, Pentonville-rd.
Yarborough, Green Dragon , Stepney.
Domatic, Surrey AI.H., Camberwell New-road
Faith, 2, Westminster Chambers, ,Victoria-st.
Prince Fredk. Win., Lord's Hot., St. John's Wood.
Dalhousie, King Edward , Triangle, Hackney.
Prosperity, Hercules Tav., Leadenhall-st.
Constitutional , Wheatsheaf Hot , Hand-court , Holborn.
Israel , Rising Sun Tav., Globe Road.
Royal Arthur , Prince's Head, York-road, Battersea.
Beacontree, Red Lion, Leytonstone.
Excelsior, Commercial Dock Tav., Rotherhithe.
St. John of Wapping, Gun Hot., High-st., Wapping.
Metropolitan Chapter, Jamaica Coffee Ho., Cornhill.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 27.
Lod ge 2 12, Euphrates, Alason's Hal l, Basinghall-st.

„ 507, United Pil grims, Surrey M.H.
„ 754, High Cross, Seven Sisters' Tav., Tottenham.
,, 898, Temperance-in-the-East, 6, Newby-pl.,Poplar.

Chap. 907, Royal Alfred , F.AI-H.
Red Cross Con., is, St. Andrews, 68, Regent-sf., W.

LODGES OF INSTRUCTION .
Confidence , AI.H., Basinghall-st.
Mt. Lebanon, Windsor Castle Tav., Southwark-bd g.-rd.
Pythagorean , Prince of Orange, Greenwich.
New Concord , Rosemary Branch Tav., Hoxton.
Royal Union , Horse and Groom, Winsley-st., Oxford-st.
Alount Edgcumbe, 19, Jermyn-st., St. James's.
Peckham, Alaismore Arms, Park-road, Peckham.
Stanhope, Thicket Hot., Anerley.
Finsbury Park, Finsbury Park Tav., Seven Sisters'-rd.
Southwark , Southwark Park Tav., Southwark Park.
Duke of Connaught , Havelock Tav., Dalston, E.
United Strength , Grafton Arms, Kentish-town.
Islington, Crown and Cushion , London Wall.
Wliiitington , Black Bull Tav., Holborn.
Lewis, King's Arms Hot., Wood Green .
Langthome, Swan Hot., Stratford.

THURSDA Y, DECEAIBER 28.
Gen. Com. Girls' School , at 4.
I odge 22 , Neptune , Guildhall Tav., Gresham-st.

„ 55, Constitutional , Inns of Court Hotel.
Chap. 29, St. Albans, Albion Tav., Aldersgate-st.

LODGES OF I NSTRUCTION . .
Egyptian , Hercules Tav., Leadenhall-st.
Fidelity, Yorkshire Grey, London-st., W.
Fmsbury, Jolly Anglers' Tav., Bath-st., City-road.
Temperance in the East , Cathcrine-st., Poplar.
Ebury, 12, Ponsonhy-st, Alilbank.
Highgate, Bull aud Gate, Kentish-town.
Thc Great City, 111, Cheapside.
High Cross, Coach & Horses, High-road, Tottenham.
Salisbury, Union Tav., Air-st., Regent-st.
Prince Frederick William Chapter , St. John's Wood.
Southern Star, Crown Hot., Blackfriars-rd.

FRIDAY, DECEAIBER 29.
LODGES OF I NSTRUCTION .

Union Waterloo , Thomas-st., Woolwich.
Robert Burns, Union Tav., Air-st., Regent-st.
Belgrave, Constitution , Bedford-st., Covent Garden.
Unions Emulation (for M.M.'s), F.AI.H.
Temperance, Victoria Tav., Victoria-road, Deptford.
Clapton , White Hart, Clapton.
Alet ropolitan , Portugal Hot., Fleet-st.
St. Alary lebonc, British Stores Tav., St. John's Wood.
Westbourne, Horse & Groom , Winslcy-st., Oxford-st.
United Pilgrims, Surrey AI.H., Camberwell New-road.
St. James's, New Tanners'Arms, Grange-rd., Bermondsey.
Duke of Edinburgh , Silver Li_n , Penny.fields, Poplar.
Doric, Earl Grey Tav., Alilc.end-road.
Bureovne, Grafton Arms. Prince of Wales's-mi,l. N VV.
St. Luke's, White Hart , King's-rd., Chelsea.
Chigwell, Bald-faced Stag Hot., lJuckhurst-hill.
Burdett Coutts, Approach Tav., Victoria Park.
Royal Standard , Thc Castle, Holloway-rd.
Ranelagh, Clarendon Hot., Hammersmith.
Stability, Guildhall Tav., Gresham-st.
St. George's, Globe Tav., Greenwich.
Pythagorean Chapter, Prince of Orange, Greenwich-rd.
William Preston , Feathers Tav.Up.George-st., Ed gware-rd
MASONIC MEETINGS IN WEST LANCASHIRE AND

CHESHIRE.
For the Week ending Saturday, December 30, 1876.

MONDAY, DECEAI BER 23.
Christmas-day.

TUESDA Y, DECEAIBER 2C.
Lodge 897, Loyalty, Fleece Inn , St. Helen's.

„ 98O, Hesketh, Grapes Inn, Croston.
„ 1256 , Fidelity, Bull Hot., Poulton-le-Fy lde.
n i ..9..> Hamer, AI.H., Liverpool .
„ 1609, Dramatic, AI.H., Liverpool,

Chap. 721 , Grosvenor, M.R., Chester.
„ 823, Ev.-rton , M.H., Liverpool .

METROPOLITAN MASONIC MEETINGS.
*C _ U ~  . ! .__ ._  1- T.- • .!_._ T. . _ _ .  _ ¦



Mark Lodge n, Joppa , M.C, Birkenhead .
Alerchants' L. of I., M.H., Liverpool.

WEDNESDAY, DECEAIBER 27.
Lodge 32 , St. George's, Adelphi Hot., Liverpool.

„ 86, Loyalty, M.H., Prescot.
THURSDAY, DECEAIBER 21.

Lodge 220, Harmony, Garston Hot., Garston.
„ 484, Faith, Gerard's Arms, Ashton-in-Wakeheld.
„ 580, Harmony, Wheatsheaf , Ormskirk.
„ 724, Derby, AI.H., Liverpool .
„ 758, Ellesmere, AI.H., Runcorn.

Chap. 1052 , Callender, Pub. H., Rusholme.
„ 135 6, De Grey and Ripon , AI.H., Liverpool .

Neptune L. of I„ M.H., Liverpool.
FRIDAY, DECEAIBER 29.

Lodge 594, Downshire, AI.H., Liverpool .
«, 950, Hesketh, Royal Hot., Fleetwood.
'„ 10 .2, Townley Parker,Howard's A.,Whittte-le-Wds.
„ 1070, Starkie, Black Horse, Kirkham.
» 131... Fermor, M.H., Southport.

Chap. 216, Sacred Delta , AT.H., Liverpool.
Chap. 1086, Walton , St. Lawrence's School, Kirkdale.
Mariner's L. of I., M.H., Liverpool .

For the Week ending Saturday, December 30, IB 70.
All the Meetings take place at Eight o'clock.

MONDAY, DECEAIBER 25.
Lodge 102, St. AIark ,j2i3, Buchanan-st., Glasgow.

„ 103, Union and Crown, 30, Hope-st., Glasgow.
„ 219, Star, 12 , Trongate, Glasgow.
„ 292 , St. John , Bishop-st., Rothesay.
„ ,362, St. Clair, 25, Robertson-st., Gla *.gow.
„ 541, Alarie Stuart, M.H., Crossbill.

Chap. 122 , Thetis, 33, St. James-st., S.S., Glasgow.
TUESDAY, DECEAIBER 26.

Lodge 413, Athole, 213, Buchanan-st., Glasgow.
„ 419, Neptune, 33, St. James-st., Glasgow.
„ 426, Prince of Wales, High-st., Renfrew.
„ 543, St. John, AI.H., Dalmuir.
„ 556, Clydesdale, 106, Rose-st, S.S., Glasgow.
„ 579, St. Bryde, AI.H., Uddingston.

Chap. 07, Cathedral , 22 , Stiuthers-st., Glasgow.
WEDNESDAY , DECEAIBER 27.

Lodge 505, Burns St. Mary, Commercial Inn , Hurlford ,
„ 510, Alaryhill , AI.H., Alain-st., Alaryhill.

Chap. 73, Caledonian of Unity,2i 3, Buchanan-st.
THURSDAY, DECEAIBER 28.

Lodge 167, Free Operative, AI.H., Biggar.
,-, 570, Kenmuir, Balgray Hall , Springburn.

Chap. 117, Govan, Portland Buildings, Govan.
FRIDAY, DECEAIBER 29.

Lodge 12$, St. James, Masons' Arms, Newton Ayr.
„ 1 S3, Royal Arch, AI.H., Cogan-st., Pollokshaws.
„ 195, St. John R.A., Lennox Arms , Campsie.
„ 199, St. Andrew, AI.H., Cumbernauld.
„ 23C, St. John, Wilsontown Iron Works,AI.H.,Forth.
„ 244, Union , Black Bull Inn , Stonehouse.
„ 347, St. John Operative, AI.H., Rutherglen.

Chap. 79, Commercial, 30, Hope-st., Glasgow.
SATURDAY , DECEAIBER 30.

Lodge 28, St. John , Black Bull Inn , Kirkintilloch .

MASONIC MEETINGS IN GLASGOW AND WEST
OF SCOTLAND.

For the Week ending Saturday, December 30, 1876.

MONDAY, DECEAIBER 25.
Lodge 349, St. Clair, F.AI.H., 98, Georgc-st.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 26.
Lodge 151, Defensive Band , Alexandra Hall.
Chap. 40, Naval and Alilitarv , F.AI.H., 98, Gcorgc-st.

WEDNESDAY , DECEMBER 27.
Lodge 112 , St. John, Royal Hot., Musselburgh .

THURSDA Y, DECEAIBER 28.
Lodge 392 , Caledonia n, F.AI.H., 98, George.st.

FRIDAY, DECEAIBER 29.
„ 223, Trafalgar, 54, Bernard-street , Leith.

MASONIC AIEETINGS IN EDINBURGH AND
VICINITY.

r rWICKENHAM SCHOOL, MIDDLE-
p •** SEX. — Established 1820. Sound Education.

I Preparation for Examination and Commercial Pursuits.
Foreign Alasters. Moderate and Inclusive Terms.—A pply
to Bro. Clayton Palmer, LL.D., L.C.P., F.E.I.S., &c.

1ANUARY ELECTION , 1877 .
BRITISH ORPHAN ASYLUM , SLOUGH.
¦*"* —The Votes and Interest of thc Governors and Subs crihers
ae earnestly solicited on behald of

MIC 'IIE ROBERT GRAY , AGED NINE YEARS.
Whose Father was a Master Mariner , anil .1 Me-mlie-r of the St.
Luke's Lodge, Ivdinburg h . Thc Widow is left with four young
children without adequate means of support , aud earnestly solicits
the Votes and Interest ol the memlicrs of thc f r .-it cnuty.

The case is strongly recommended by
The Rev. Allen Edwards , jun., Vicar of All Saints , South Lam-

beth.
*The Rev. Jonathan Reeves, Up. Dealing, Sussex.
The Rev. C. H. Spurgeon , Metropolitan Tabernacle.
The Hev. Arthur Mursell , Jeffries Road , Clapham.
Sir Wm. Miller , Uart., Manderston , Berwickshire.
Hon. James Cowa n, M.P. for Edinburgh.
Hon. Donald Mcfiregor , M.P., Woodburn , Edinburgh .
*Dr. Davidson , Lavender Hill , Wandsworth.
•Harvey K. Owen , M.D., I-'.R.C.S.E., Palace Square , Upper Nor

wood.
Dr. Morrison , Albert Square , Clap ham Road.
Thomas Aitken , Esq., jManagcr lor the London and Edinburg h
Shipp ing Co.
»|as. Anton , Esq., 18. Abing don Street , Westminster.
*Trenham Old , Esq., 9, Cavendish Place , Bri ghton.
|ohn li. I' eefcs , Esq., ir , King 's Arms Yard., E.C,
lllanchard Wontner , Esq., 3, Cloak Line, E.C.
Proxies will be thankfully received hy ttiose marked thus *, and

by the Widow , 37, Viceroy Road , South Lambeth , S.W.

R OYAL MASONIC BENEVOLENT IN-JA. sxiTUTION for Aged I-'reemasons and Widows of
(Feemasons.—Every Purchaser of Bro. Curteis's TICKETS
(price IS. each) is entitled to one chance in the Drawing
for Life Governorshi ps, which will be held on the 18th
January, 1877. Special advantages for Lodges, Sec,
taking 100 Tickets.—To be obtained of J. Edward Curteis,
Stonehouse, Devon

QERMANY. — HIGH CLASS EDUCA-
VJ TION at the Royal Colleges, Cassel (attended by
the Sons of the Crown Prince of Germany), with thorough
German , French, and English Private Tuition by resident
Graduates, and a refined English Home. Delightful
neighbourhood of Wilhelmshohe, the Aue Park, and the
valley of the Fulda. Prospectus, with highest references.
Terms, 70 to 90 guineas inclusive. Sons of Masonic
breth ren at reduced terms.—Address Bro. Dr. Saure, M.A.,
Cassel.

Q U A I  D U  L E A I A N ,
GENEVA.

(Founded in 1843 U Y ^'r- Diederichs, for the last five years
under the direction of Bro. V. Wisard.)

A School of long standing and high reputation. Beau-
tiful and healthy situation. Complete education. Special
studies for modern languages. Advantageous terms for
the sons of Alasonic brethren. Highest Alasonic and
Commercial references.

..OUNG GENTLEMEN 'S ACADEMY

ST. GALL, CONCORDIA , SWITZERLAND.
I NTERNATIONAL AND COMMERCIA L
1 HIGH SCHOOL.—Scholars with or without Board
and Lodging. Class instruction given in parallel courses.
The most important courses taught in different languages,
by professor- of various nationalities. Instruction in all
the mercantile branches, especially German, French, Eng-
lish , Italian , Spanish , Portuguese, Dutch, and Russian,
with correspondence in these languages. Preparations for
superior technical schools.

At present five languages, three reli gions, and ten na-
tionalities are represented. Referees : Airs. Ingall-Gunther ,
chief editor of " The Bazar," Berlin ; Dr. Joh. Scherr,
Zurich ; J. Flitz, Swiss Consul-General , Washington ; Dr.
Kerr, Swiss Ambassador, Paris ; Geisser, Swiss Consul-
General, Turin; B. B. Scheercr-Inglis ; T. R. Tschidy,
House Director, St. Gall.

Prospectuses, programmes, and regulations of the es-
tablishment, in five langaages, to be had by applying to
the direct-*.

The school is conducted on truly Alasonic principles.
Dn. BEHTSCII -SA I L E R , Director.

A BERDEEN GRANITE MONUMENTS ,
¦*"*¦ from £3.—Carriage free. Inscriptions accurate
and beautiful. Iron Railings and Tomb Furnishings fitted
comp lete.—Plans and Prices from

I OIIN W. Li-.ooE, Sculptor , Aberdeen.

\fy-EAK OR DEFECTIVE SIGHT.—SPEC-
TACLES scientifically adapted to remedy Impaired vision

by Uro. ACKL. _ ND,Surgeon, daily, at Home and Thornthwaite '-,0|ticiar.B to thc Queen , 416, Strand , London , W.C. Send
six stamps for " Ackland's Hints on Spectacle? ," which contains
valuable, suggestions to sutlerer* from imperfect sieht.
A PHYSICIAN (Bro.) residing on "the" SSouth¦*-** Coast , wishes to receive a few delicate children , for

whose education (up to physical and mental ability) and
health he v-ill hold himself entirely responsible.—Address
AI.D., Rcnshaw's, 356, Strand , London.
nrO THE BRETHREN. —An Officer , after

eighteen years ' service, is compelled to appeal " to
thc Sons of thc Widow." He was raised in 1838, he is a
P.AI. Either assistance pecuniarily , or emp loyment at
home or abroad , will be gratefull y accepted. Letters ad-
dressed " Lewis," 2, Randel We-U-strcet, Bradford , will re-
ceived in rep ly every information and references.

5000 BOXES IN FINE CONDITION (for Cash).
REST HAVANA CIGARS at IMPORT

PRICES. —Fine old Foreign Princi pes 15s. per lb
superior to most cigars at two guineas—sample five fo,
is. (14 stamps). I-'OIIEION Tn_ uncos , (rough but good)r
12S. per lb. (100) , sample seven for is.—BENSON, Im-
porter , 80, St. Paul's Churchyard , London, Depot open
from Eleven to Five.

S. YARDLEY & SONS,
(ESTABLISHED 1830)

Shop Front Builders,
SHOP FITTERS ,

AND

Air Tight Show Case Manufacturers,
WORKS *"-

8, LOWER WOOD STREET, EXAIOUTH STREET,
CLERKENWELL, LONDON, E.C.

Snow R OOMS—
25, MOUNT PLEASANT, CLERKENWELL.

Every descri ption of fittings manufactured for Jewellers, Cutlers,
Stationers, Offices , Drapers, Museums, Banks, Libraries, Outfit-
ters and Hosiers, Fancy Trades, &c.

Plans and Estimates provided for shop fronts and internal fit.
ings, inToivn or any part of the Country.
S. YARDLEY & SONS respectfully solicit the patronage of. Architect!

and Surveyors, whose instructions shall receive special and faithful
attention.

FUNERALS.

Bro. J. Ayton,
Successor to E. T. CROFTON,

Funeral Furnisher and Fea therman,
ESTABLISHED l8ZI ,

79, JUDD ST., BRUNSWICK SQ.. W.C,
AND

139, CALEDONIAU RD., ISLINGTON , N.
Price List on Application. Distance no object.

S U P E R I O R  S H I R T S
IN OXFORD MATTE CLOTH AND FRENCH

PRINTED CAAIBRIC
6 for 45s.

Patterns and Measuring Directions Fr ee.
GANN, ROOT, & CO.,

Shirt Tailors, 171, Fenchurch Street, E. C.

W. FIGES,
80, CANNON-SI R£ET, LONDON, E.C.,

MANUFACTURER OF THB

NEW EGIS UMBRELLA ,
Combining increased shelter with increased strength, an

elegant shape, and a convenient walking length.

RIDING AND DRIVING WHIPS, &c.

ALGERIAN CIGARS.
THREE PRIZE AIEDALS.

Lovers of the "SOOTHING WEED " will find the PRIZE
A1EDAL ALGERIAN CIGARS full of Fragrance and
Bouquet and in best condition.

Bro. A. OLDROYD, Leyton, E.,
begs to say that he has the Sole Agency for England.

Per box of Per bundle
100. of ajj.

PALATIXAS 14s. 6d. 3s. gd.
DAMITAS , 18s. 6d. 4s. gd.
CAZADORS 21s. od. 5s. od.
M F.DI -.NOS 25s. od. 6s. Cd.
P.A 37s. 6d. _ gs. 6d.
Warranted made in Algiers from the finest native Tobaccos.

Sent (samples per post) on receipt of Cheque or P.O.O.,
payable to Bro. A. Oldroyd , Leyton , E.

" They contain all the aroma and fine flavours that can
be obtained to give satisfaction , and are certainly worth
a trial."—" Freemason."

QOMFORT FOR TENDER FEET.—
Try Anthony Scard's new material ! Peculiarly Prepared

Indestructible Porpoise Skin Hoots and Shoes. Soft as ¦ill',
shines like patent, never cracks, becomes softer and finer in
wear, a perfect durable luxury and superlative speclalte. S Bow
I .ane, Cheapside, E.C. Ladies' arden skilfully executed. One
tri \l insures satisfaction.

NOW READY.

TRACINCPBOARnS , ,
(LARGE SIZE) ,

Similar to those used in the Grand Lodge ot Eng land
Painted in the best style of art on Panelled Oak.

0 ft. by 3 ft £31 12 6
S ft. by 2 ft. 6 in 28 3 o

PER SET OF THREE.
On view at K E N N I N O 'S Alasonic Show Rooms, 1, 2 and

3, Little Britain , and 175, Aldersgate-street, London.

BALL FAVOURS,
NEWEST DESIGNS.

MASONIC DEPOTS 1, 2, & 3, LITTLE BRITAIN
f ' 19S, Fleet-street, London.

BRANCHES < 2 , Alonument-placc, Liverpool,
(.9, West Howard-street, Glasgow. 

A BROTHER , who is a good Accountant,
¦̂ wishes for Employment in a Stockbroker's office.
Highest references given. Salary not an object. Address,—•
K.N., Canadian Chambers, Great Queen Victoria-street-

"pO LET.—The upper part of a House in
Little Britain (three Floors). Address Office of this

paper. _
nrO LET.—A Large Light Floor, with Gate-
•*¦ way entrance. Address, 3a Little Britain.

ST. LEO NARD'S COLLEGE ,
O X F O R D  R O A D , B I R K D A L E  P A R K ,

SOVTHPORT, LANCASHIRE.
Pni_ crPA_ —Bro. the R EV. Dn. LOWE,

of the Universities of St. Andrew's and Edinburg h.
Tbe premises occupy a salubrious and commanding

position near the sea.
Young gentlemen are thoroughly instructed in all the

branches of an English , Commercial, Alathematical, and
Classical Education, and are prepared for Alercantile pur-
suits, the Civil Serv ice, and Professional Examinations,
and for the Universities.

The number of pupils being limited to fifteen, special
pains are taken, as well with those whose education is in
a backward state as with those who are more advanced.
High , moral , and religious training. The most respect-
able references. Inclusive terms, Ten Guineas per
quarter. A liberal reduction made in favour of the sons
of deceased Alasons.

THE URBAN LODGE OF INSTRUCTION ,
No. 1196,

Aleets every Wednesday Evening at Half-past Six, at Bro.
Willett's, " The Three Bucks " Tavern, Gresham-st, City,
at wh ich the attendance and support of the Craft is fra-
ternall y invited.

Bro. J. B. D. WALL,
Hon. Sec.



CHRISTMAS.

He must be a very churlish or very unhappy
person for whom Christmas has no interest , and
for whom Christmas brings no pleasant associa-
tions. It may indeed be so, that in the j ourse
of life, and the advance of years, he has b_come
so taken up with self, that beyond his own imme-
diate feelings and fancies he has neither concern
nor sympathy, even for the passage of time,
much less the claims of humanity, or the aspira-
tions of mortality. Let us pity any one so
abstracted from the common and even humdrum
affairs of life, of time, of men, and of the world.
But as we write for ordinary human beings,
endowed with average sensibilities, and the
normal amount of individual interest in all that
goes on around them , we must look upon all such
unhappy individuals as personifications not
"dreamt of " in our "philosophy." For'Christmas,
we venturestrongly to hold, comes laden to us all
each year, as it greets us with its burly welcome,
with many pleasant attractions, and many gra-
cious " souvenirs." We pass by its rel igious
aspect and its religious message, for all the
children of Adam's race, because as a Masonic
j ournal we must leave more fitting ly both the
dogmata and application of religious truth to the
divine and the preacher, the appointed teacher,
and the impressive sage. But Christmas has a
human tenderness and human truthfulness about
it, which constitutes, it may be, its secret
influence over all classes amongst us. For
it is from immemorial usage that " trysting
place " of the young and gay and sentimen-
tal , it is that gathering of the old, and friendly,
and way-worn, it is that season of famil y re-
union and domestic festivity which have such
potent charms and influence on us all alike.
Whatever be the reason or the cause, whether it
be that the World , as some grave writers have
held, has, so to say , monopolized Christmas,
we are not now prepared to assert , but cer-
tain it is, that this special season of Christmas-
tide, is, perhaps, the roost genial and refreshing
of the entire year, and speaks to us all amid the
din of e.irih, and over thc toils of business,
with as sweet ami as silvery a voice of gentle
cadence, as those pleasant church bells of ours ,
which wake thc young and old in the early
hours of the Christmas morn. Christmas is a
needed holiday, a happy ancl harmonious gather-
ing for many of us weary and disjointed sons
and daughters of men. It calls young and old
around the Christmas tree, it burnishes up
the old hearthstone which has lain bare, so
to say, in many cases for the intervening
months. It makes us forget for a time
our cares and our despondencies, our grief and
pain, and amid " wreathed smiles " and loving
faces, it warms up the decay ing embers ot
departing friendshi p, it strengthens the links
of family concern, it gladdens the old, and it
animates the young, as around that old familiar
table they cluster once again , or fill with echoing
shouts the walls of that old and much loved home.
Much, no doubt , of our Christmas feelings and
social celebration, is built up on the intense love of
family life, which marks our Anglo-Saxon race.
To-day Christmas is celebrated in many lands,
and amid many nationalities - yet , wherever
that busy, active, prosperous, pushing race of
ours is settled , or is moving on; there amid
Christmas cheer, are kept up with due celebra-
tion the prevailing aspects, and associations and
interest of Christmas by warm hearts and
tenacious memories. And to how many of our
readers to-day will Christmas come as a season of
rest and recreation , of relaxation from thc turmoil
of business, a momentary respite from heavy
cares or grave responsibilities. Whatever our
lot or avocation in life may be, in whatever grade
ofthe social pyramid we stand , however much we
have to endure in our own little individual exist-
ence to-day ,or however earnestly wc find il needful
to labour forothersandourselves ,(though great are
the divergencies and contrasts wliich sever us all),
Christmas has for us all alike , whoever we may
be, the same old voice of warm welcome, the
same old greeting of affectionate intercourse. It
summons the soldier and the sailor , the barrister
and the doctor , the solicitor and the merchant,
the banker and the millowner, the sta tesman, and
the official , the preacher, and the divine , from the

solemn call of duty, from the fierce contests of
party, from the antagonism of the council
chamber, or from the excitement of the heated
meeting, from the worry of the weary ing
counting house, from the claims of pure earthly
connexion, to the calm and hanp iness of a do-
mestic reunion , to the mirth, nay, the misrule
of harmless Christmas gaiety. In this domestic
meeting all may find good and blessing, inas-
much as it serves to revivif y the abiding respon-
sibilities and unchanging issues of family rela-
tionsh i p and affection , and all of us, we venture
to believe, are belter amid the depressing
experiences of life and man, for some of those few
bright moments is our lot, when , selfishness
and discontent alike forgotten , we surrender
ourselves to thc illusions of youth , and
j oin in the golden gaiety of innocence.
Very pleasant it is to the thoug htful and tha
serious, to note that family assembl y at this
Christmas season, in which all are gathered to-
gether in the flowing tide of unity, heartiness,
and true affection . For a few days, nay for a few
hours often , that merry and diversified party
bave found a haven of refuge from the storm
and clamour of the world without '; and when that
gay season is over, have perchance to return to
severed lots and distant parts, no more to meet,
probably until another Christmas shall reunite the
bonds of family union , and re-kindle the lire of
old affection , for these " sojourners " for a
very " little season," amid scenes and faces so
fair and dear. In that little circle, of how
much importance is Christmas, inasmuch as it
forms that one period in each succeeding year ,
to which all equally look , and which all equall y
remember with fond affection. And while
time itself lasts, and mortality still lingers with
those descendants of Adam , that Christmas
gathering will ever be, so to say, their rall y ing
point of family affection and interest , an emblem
of all that is bri ght and beautiful on earth , type ,
let us trust , if in feeble and imperfect measure.
of a better meeting, and of more lasting happ i-
ness one day to be. No doubt for some of us
the return of Christmas is not unattended
with melancholy, inasmuch as it reminds us of
those we have lost. Yes, " one is still taken "
and " another left." We cannot fail to recall to-
day , even amid the chimes of Christmas, the
sunny smiles, and warm hands, and tender
hearts of other days. We cannot , alas ! repeop le
the Christmas gathering now, with that " plea-
sant presence ," or that beaming smile, or
those dear eyes, or that untainted truth ,
which shed such a halo of tenderness and
affection for us on the Christinas of '' Auld
Lang Syne." No, for as, all these things
arc gone, never to return • and though these
whom wc deplore may still hover around
us in undimmed affection , by night and by day,
though they may seem to fill our chamber, to
sit at our board , to sanctify our aspirations, and to
purify our earthly strivings, yet for us all they
arc but thc shadowy memories of a never to be
forgotten past. Christmas is not to us, and
never can be, what it once was, because we miss
those, and miss them sadly, who once could lend
grace to every gathering, and tenderness to every
emotion , who loved us, who cheered us,
who stood by us, who blessed us in those
sunnier hours of our past life. But though
this be so, and though this must be so, with us
all more or less, we need not become therefore
either cynical or complaining, discontented or
depressed. Surel y we still can find some happ i-
ness in the beaming faces and gay gladness of
others, even thoug h our memories stray
far, far away, and amid the song and up-
toir of t h -  merry Christmas party to-day, we are
wistfull y looking for a bri g ht form no more at
our sides, we are eagerly listening for a silvery
voice which is here for us, forever mute and still.
When thc yule log is lighted , when the Christ -
mas tree is ablaze, when the Christmas board
is spread , and Christmas fare is eaten , while we
rejoice with them that do rejoice, let us not be
ashamed to confess that our memories still
linger in und y ing affection with those who once
made life so radiant for us and ours, with those
whose heartfelt trust was once ours , and
with whom arc bound up all that is most gracefu l
and gentle ¦ all that is truest and most
touching in this old earth of ours. Io all the

readers of the " Freemason," old and young, the
Publisher and Editor wish a very "merry Christ-
mas," merry in its best sense, of simple-minded,
pure-minded , family union , rejoicing, mirth and
festivity, and they trust that they will be be-
lieved when they say, that they heartily offer to
all their kind patrons in their happy Christmas
gatherings, wherever they may be, the heart-
felt felicitations of sincere friends and brother
Freemasons.

THINGS OLD AND NEW.

At this Christmas season it seems good for
us all , as it were, " to take a little Masonic
stock," and to try and keep before us, what it is
that our good old " Royal Art " teaches us ever
amid the flight of time, the passage of years,
whether we have regard to the memories of the
past, the claims of the present, or the hopes of
the future. First of all, there is a great truth
which we can never too much insist upon, or
dwell upon, for it is a truth strangely enough,
the most forgotten perhaps of any, amid
human strife, and earthly contest, we mean
Toleration. The word is often on our lips; we
profess it loudly j it is inscribed on many ban-
ners ; and may be read in italic letters in many
treatises ; yet alas ! how little do we practice it.
What a modicum of it enters into our daily
common life, our home associations even, much
less our public strivings, or our religious views.
Indeed , intolerance may be said to be tbe
" badge " of all our earthly " tribe " in one form
or another, and in nothing do men apparentl y so
much delight in, day by day, amid the onwar d
progress of the world and of mankind , as in
demonstrating how intolerant they can be to
each other, in small things as well as in great.
If we look out on our great-little world to-day,
(curious it is that such antithetical epithets may
fairly be applied to it), if we consider, we repeat ,
the entire known globe at this very hour, we sec
everywhere intolerance flourishing, like a weed
of rankest growth, above the luxuriant pastures,
and above the waving corn. How intolerant
we all are in thought, word, and deed ;
intolerant we say of others from whom
we differ , from whom we are divided
by specific dogmata, or "damnatory decrees."
Has this thoug ht ever occurred to others, as it
has to us ? Suppose some old philosopher wero
to revisit the earth and look out upon thc reli-
gions of the world , to discover the true from the
false, the specious from the honest, the divine
from the human . What could he see ? What
could he say ? Alas ! would he not have to
confess with a sigh, that had he to judge of the
fruits of religion by the words, and deeds, and even
the thoughts of men, he must perforce come to the
conclusion that there was " nothing new and no-
thing true, and that it did not signify." For
the most distinguishing features of our common
religion is intolerance. We are celebrating
just now the advent of thc "Prince of Peace,"
and we hear of nothing but " wars, and rumours
of wars." We are told of gentleness aud purity
and brotherly sympathy and love, and we see all
around us " hatred , variance , emulation " strife.
We arc told to believe, in unity, peace, concord,
and goodwill to men , and we note that all classes
and all conditions of religionists seemed to be
hating and antagonizing, nay, even calumniating
and cursing each other. If then we had no-
thing to go by, or to look to but this
detestable intolerance of humanity , we
should , and must come to the conclusion,
that there is a sorry look out for our race.
But happ il y for us, we have been taught a more
consoling truth , we have learned a better lore.
The weakness of earth , the wrong headedness of
man, the wickedness of Adam 's children , the
littleness of humanity ever the same, the sins, the
crimes, the hard words, nnd dark deeds, du
not detract from , and cannot destroy , remem-
ber , the Eternal Mora l Government of the world
and mortals all , by the Supreme Ruler of us
all. The abounding miseries and evils whicb
afflict us all now, do not and cannot interfere
with that direct limitation of the influence nf
good and evil , and the solemn arbitrament of
that Great Jud ge of all , who will one day re«
ward or punish us all , as we have obeyed or
disobeyed His Divine injunctions. In all that



men do wrong here, they depart, let us never
-Otg .t, from what the Great Architect and Sove-
reign and Father of the Universe has laid down in
His Holy Will and Word. When, then, we are'.in-
tolerant, we do despite to that eternal teaching
of love, pity, sympathy and compassion, for our
fellow-creatures of the dust, which beams out
of every page of God's inspired Revelation, the
Bible, which we still happily keep, as we ever
shall, in our lodges, and which is to us the un-
erring standard of right and wrong, the regula-
tor of our lives and actions, our mentor, teacher .
guide, through the intricate windings of this
mortal life. And sure it is, that Freemasonry,
though not professing to be a dogmatic teacher,
brings %kindly sympathies and pure moral truth
home to its members. It bids us be tolerant,
it admonishes us to be just and considerate to
others, it seems to warn us, that ours is not of
necessity a monopoly of truth, and that as we
claim respect for our own honest and ardent con-
viction, we are bound to respect those of other
people. Hence Freemasonry passes over and
ignores the often childish and really hurtful
controversies of men. It neither chimes in
with the " big-endians " or the little-endians, it
neither leans to the many nor the few, it knows
nothing of " isms," or " ologies," or " doxies,"
it disregards disputes, and it disavows persecu-
tion. It offers a rally ing place, a meeting ground
for the true, the tolerant, the sympathetic , the
cultivated, the courteous, and the forbearing ; it
passes jud gment on no man 's creed, it propounds
no catechism, it asserts no inquisitorial process,
it simply rests on the acknowledgment of the
Fatherhood of God, and the brotherhood of man ,
based on the heavenly morality of God's holy
word. Beyond this it does not seek to go, and
pronounces jud gment on no man's creed or
conviction, inasmuch as to his own Divine
Master, each one " standeth or falleth. "
And for this it is greatly and loudly blamed by
two opposing and antagonistic schools. The
Ultramontane asserts that in its present position
it rejects Christianity, and ignores the Christian
Church j  the unbeliever declares that it says too
much , and ought neither to acknowled ge God,
the Bible, nor rel igion, but ought to be absolutely
neutral , a purely secular, socialistic society.
Freemasonry has taken, as it appears to us, the
" via media " between these two extremes, and
demands both the support of tbe generous and
the sympathy of the tolerant. It takes the
" standpoint," to use a Germanism, as between
two opposing forces, hyper-spiritualism and
hyper-rationalism, and offers to all thinking, and ,
we will add , religiously-minded persons, a plea -
sant platform for social brotherhood , and common
humanitarian union. If indeed any one religious
bod v could come forward and sav. " See, 1 can
act with all religious bodies and do, and all
rel igious bodies are united in a common warfare
against sin and evil, and wrong and inj ustice,
and evil and the Devil ," then perhaps we might be
led to think that the mission of Freemasonry was
gone. But so long as in our divided humanity
and condition, and religious teaching , we all
seem to be intolerant one of another, so long as
polemical warfa re is the normal condition of the
Church, and Christians are unable to agree, so
long as in this worldof ours, non-Christiaas form
two-thirds of the habitable globe, so long, it
seems to us, Freemasonry has a .as': and a
mission, inasmuch as it forms a band of union
among men of different creeds and castes, and
consecrates firm friendships among those who
would otherwise have remained at a perpetual
distance from each other. Let toleration then
be the Carol, which ushers in for us the be-
ginning of Christmas season, and accompanies
its close. We cannot, it appears to us, be too
tolerant, inasmuch as even in this year of grace
1876, we see how little again would serve to
revive that tenden cy to persecution, which has
disgraced the annals of religion, and been such a
dishonour to God, and such a stumbling block
and indescribable injury to the sacred cause of reli-
gious truth and religious duty. If Freemasonry
had taught nothing else, and had done nothing
more in its historical reality, in its marvellous
career, yet surel y in this one fact it mi ght well be
said to be a blessing and an ornament to mankind ,
in that it has inscribed on its good old banner of
blue, in letters of gold, not yet erased , and let

us fondly trust never to be erased by any hostile
hand, the noble and glorious word—¦' TOLERA -
TION ."

THE RULERS OF OUR LODGES.

At this time of the year we are c hoosing the
rulers of our lodges, for the most part, and it
seems to us that a few words of friendl y warning
and natural advice come in well in our Christmas
" Freemason." We trust that what we are about
to say will be taken in good part by those for
whom it is intended, and to whom it is addressed,
as it is prompted solely by an ardent desire to
help the Masonic electors in their electora l
colleges in the discharge of a solemn duty, it is
inspired alone by a fervent wish to strengthen the
elected in the performance of their grave res-
ponsibilities. And who shall say that such
friendl y warning, such fraternal advice, are not
needed ? English Freemasonry is j ust now
passing through a special crisis in its history,
not without some symptoms of weakness, nay,
causes of alarm ,to the serious and observant. We
have amongst us just now some influences at
work, which may be productive of much after
harm, alike to our lodge life, and our Masonic
prestige, in the world. We have a great pres-
sure for admittance, full lodges, and many-
applicants for office, and as a consequence many
brethren, for some reason or other, are pushed
on far too rapidly, and without a proper appren-
ticesh ip, so to say. Two evils have to be avoided
in our lodge system, which serve to weaken the
administrative powers of the lodges themselves,
and tend to undermine the very foundation on
which Freemasonry rests. The one is, the
undue y ielding to mere social influence ; the other
is, the unwise adherence to routine. Let us
explain ourselves. In many lod ges, it too
often happens that the -.est for promotion is, not
what a brother is, or what he has done for Free-
masonry, but what he has. Very frequently
a brother is preferred , solely from his social po-
sition to some other member ofthe lodge, whose
character is unimpeachable, and whose Masonic
knowledge is unquestionable. Hence, most
sorry sight , a Master is placed in the Royal
chair, who has to depend for all his work upon the
assistance of the ready P.M., or the courteous
assistance of some worthy brother of ritualistic
celebrity. Such a state of things is greatl y to be
deprecated , and this abnormal and Masonically
incorrect state of affairs is sure to work prejudi-
cally on the lodge itself. For let us bear in
mind, the true test of Masonic advancement is,
and should be, Masonic excellence. No bro-
ther should be elected W.M. who will not , and
cannot do, the proper work of the chair, and any
lod ge which so acts in defiance of every Masonic
principle is but sowing the seeds of its own
eventual decay and dissolution. Of course, a
good deal, no doubt , always depends on local
circumstances, and special' considerations. We
do not object to make social position an element
in the election of W.M., but then it must not
be so made in the face of Masonic technical
objections of a serious kind , such as ignorance of
Masonic ceremonial and the like, and it is not
the only qualification for the W.M of a lodge.
One of the great evils of the present day is, that
men thrust themselves into dutiVs for
which they are not qualified , and seek
and claim posts for whicli the}' are not
fitted. There is, just now, a great anxiety
in many to obtain the Grand Lodge qualifica-
tion , without remembering that the mere quali-
fication is good but for little, if the iinpoitant
oflice of W.M. is not properly filled ,
and if the brethren have lo witness, one lod ge
night after another, work slovenly performed , or
delegated to another. There is a vicious prin-
ciple afloat amongst us just now, namel y of bar-
gaining with young Masons, for advancement.
" If you take the Secretary 's chair for one year ,
you shall go into the Warden's next." " If you
take this oflice or that we shall eventuall y put
you in the chair of the lodge." To how many
of us in our pleasant old lodges, will these
words recall similar lodge errors, when young
men have been too hastil y put forward , who
never made efficient Masters, who have done no
Masonic work woi th recording, and by whose
undeserved elevation to the hi ghest of all lodge

dignities, the moral government of that par-
ticular lodge was greatly shaken, and its Ma-
sonic advance greatly impeded. Many, lod ges
never recover from so grave , a blunder, which
is but the beginning of lasting discontent, of
personal dissatisfaction. Therefore we say
to all lodges just now, be careful and
wise, be cautious and just. Do not
sacrifice the internal harmony or the outward
character of your lodge for any mere per-
sonal influence, do not, if you wish to have
as you r W.M. a brother of social position , over-
look the other Masonic attributes which go to
make up a thoroughly good W.M. And then
on the other band , do not sacrifice your lodge to
any pig-headed adherence to Masonic red tape,
or blighting routine. It is not necessary because
a brother has a good memory, and knows our oral
ceremonial well, that therefore he is to be W .M.
Remember no one has a claim of any kind to
that important post ; it ought to rest, and rest
alone, on the unbought suffrages of the brethren.
Many other things concur in making the. efficient
W.M. besides a knowledge of ritual. He
requires to be firm and yet courteous, consistent
and yet tolerant, well versed in the Book of
Constitutions and his lodge byeV .ws, and above
all , his moral character should Le like Cresar's
wife, " above suspicion." It is very harmful
to a lodge to place in its highest post one who
has not the good opinion of his own brethren ,
as sooner or later something arises which shakes
his influence to the foundation, and inflicts en-
during trouble on the lodge. An overbearing
intolerant person , out of place everywhere, is most
decidedl y a solecism as a W.M., as the exercise
of his post requires great consideration for others,
the quiet discharge of duty as a ruler, the
courtesy of a polished gentleman to all.
Now some brethren , though excellent as teachers
would make very bad rulers , being deficient in
every necessity we have touched upon , and are
unedif y ing in character , and weak in authority.
When the brethren in their " Comitia La-
tomica " assemble to elect their W.M. for
the coming twelve months, may his elec-
tion be such as mav do justice to thc
lod ge, and advance the interests of Free-
masonry. Above all , let the spirit of " c-iucus"
or " cabal ," or electioneering fervour be at once
put down , as roost inimical to the welfare of the
body, the comfort of the brethre n, and the good
of Freemasonry. But when our brethren are
assembled under their lodge banner may their
choice fall on good men and true , reall y Masons in
word and deed , who will add dignity to thc oflice ,
and reflect lustre on the lodge. Then we may
rest assured that thc future of o-ir Order is en-
trusted to safe hands. And we shall hope for
them all a prosperous year of office , and future
elevation in the Craft.

GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST ,
PEACE ON KARTH , GOOD WILL TO-
WARDS MAN.

Such seems to he the unchanging echo of those
chimes and carols which at this Christmas
time falls so pleasantly on the ears and hearts of
us all alike. Whether as citizens of the world
or as members of the Masonie fraternity, these
words always appeal to us at this season of the
year with intense interest , inasmuch as lhey but
represent to us in one sense the enduring keynote
of all Masonic professions, and the guiding and
restrain.!- £ spirit of all Masonic practice. Free-
masonry i_ a brotherhood marked by reli gious
rc\erciic-r< and peaceful sympathies , under all
circumstances 01 its onward progress. Then*
may be a portion here or a portion there of thc
great Masonic famil y where, amid the conten-
tions and controversies of man , these funda-
mental and characteristic truths are partially
obscured or momentaril y forgotten , but they
constitute alike the reality of Masonic teach-
ing, the test of Masonic truth , and the
worth of Masonic existence. Without them,
our meetings and our memorabilia , our
gatherings and our geniality, our n-S.helic-
ism , and our ceremonial , our words and .ic's,
nay, our very continuance would be but the idle
mummery of a harm/ess friendl y sock-ty, aud
we should form one 01 the many benefit Orders,



with the petty attractions of needless mystery,
and inocuous organisation. But Freemasonry,
differing in this from all other similar associa-
tions that we know of, has outlived the. "ravages
6f time," the decay of nations, the revolutions of
empires, and the vicissitudes of the world , and
still preserves, often to the marvel of the profane,
the striking conditions of vigour , popularity, and
great material prosperity • It has been denounced
but still it flourishes, it has been excommuni-
cated , but still it is to the fore ,- it has been
ridiculed , but it laughs at its satirists ; it has been
persecuted, but here it is, more genial than ever.
Seeming paradox ! and yet the explanation of
its vitality as well as of its success, its historical
existence, and its actual value is to be found,
probably, in this, that it has incorporated and
does incorporate in its earthly organization the
Divine chant and glorious truth proclaimed by
the angels at Bethlehem. For Freemasonry, let us
remember, is in itself purely un controversial and
peace making. It ignores the controversies and
conflicts of men, it denounces all tendencies to
intolerance and persecution , it separates its mem-
bers for a time from the din of contending
parties, or the war cries of excited combatants,
and it unfu rls over us al! its famous banner, on
which are inscribed in talismanic letters of gold ,
" Glory to God , and Peace to man." If indeed,
in its progress it has sometimes to confront the
violent outbreaks of unreasoning fanaticism , its
declaration at once is " Defence not defiance ¦" it
does not seek to prolong argument of any kind
from a love of disputation , or a desire to say
hard words of any one, but simply because, in
its opinion, it is bound to bear witness for the
truth, it is incumbent upon it to uphold the
sacred rights of religious liberty, aud the undy-
ing privilege of conscientious conviction. It in-
culcates hostility, or anger, or bitter feelings, for
hone, neither its open adversaries, nor its secret
calumniators. Its message and mission are a
message and mission of love to man , and as the
world goes on its way, it repeats from year to
year , in gentle voice and pleasant presence,
" Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace , good will towards men."

A MONDAY CH R I S T M A S .—Christmas Day
falls on a Monday this year. It fell on a Monday
also in 186.*;, and on that occasion the following
was unearthed fro m, it was stated, the Harleian
MSS., No. _ _ -;_ ,  folio it; .-4 : —

If Christmas Day on Monday be,
A great winter that year you'll see,
And full of winds both loud and shrill ;
But in summer , truth to tell,
High winds shall there be, and strong-,
Full of tempests lasting long- ;
While battles they shall multi ply,
And great plenty of beasts shall die.
They that be born that day, I ween,
They shall be strong each one and keen ;
He shall be found that stealeth aught;
Tho' thou be sick , thou dieth not.

The year 1866 was the year of the Austro-Prus-
sian war, a year of disastrous gales, and a year
of cattle plague. Again in 1871 Christmas Day
fell on a Monday. The twelvemonth following
that day saw us with cattle plague in the north
and some great storms ; but as to " battles, we
must go back a few months in 1871 for the
capitulation of Paris and the conflict with the
Commune. We have now a Monday Christmas
for the third time within a dozen years. What
is to come next ?

In " Poor Robin 's Almanac," for thc year
1695, occurs the following lines :—

Now ihricc welcome, Christmas, which brings us good
cheer,

Minced pics and plum.porrid ge, good ale and strong beer,
With pig, goose, and capon , the best that mav be,
So well doth the weather and our stomachs agree.
Observe how thc chimneys do smoke all about ,
r_e cooks are providing for dinners , no doubt ,
But those on whose tables no victuals appear,
Oh , may they keep Lent all thc rest of thc year I
With holl y and ivy so green and so gay,
Wc deck up our houses as fresh as the day ;
With bays and rosemary, and laurel complete,
And everyone now is a king in conceit.
But as for curmudgeons, who will not be free,
I **-ish they may die on the three-legged tree.

ROUGH NOTES ON CHRISTMAS.

Some of us may recall the old verse,—
A merry Christmas and a happy new year,
Your pockets full of money and your cellars full of beer.

The Mistletoe, that great Institution of the
Christmas festivity, was the sacred Plant of the
Druids, and the " meeting of the lips" is said by
a very ancient chronicler to be even then of
"verie earlie datt." Curious consistency of human
nature, as a poet laureate has well said,—

For those kiss now who never kissed before,
And those who kissed of old now kiss the more.

An ill-natured young man in our office says,
" This refers to old maids and ladies of a certain
age," which we do not believe, and emphatically
deny. We prefer the more joyous refrain ofthe
young poet, who some think is the " coming

Rosy lips are meeting,
And hearts are filled with bliss ;
Such joys of life are fleeting,
But far too sweet to miss.

But we are too old to take part in such follies our-
selves, which we must leave to the young men •
and can only say we wish our readers, old and
younj *-, male and female, pretty and plain , thin
and stout, short and tall, fare ye well , a merry
Christmas for their, all. Bright eyes and sunny
faces surround your mistletoe, and young men,
though you are rather slow, take care to improve
the occasion. CCELEBS.

CHRISTMAS —How the very sound of its name
used to set our young hearts bounding in our
bosom ; even the thought of that joyous season
would cause our pulses to quicken at the antici-
pation of the joys it had in store for us ; but
now—alas ! how changed it all is. Why, when
we were boys we can remember being awakened
on St. Thomas' Eve by the merry measures of
the Waits, whose [very breath we knew was
pretty-wel l freezing to their instruments whilst
we, snugly tucked up in our warm and cosy beds,
were almost ready to jump out of our skins with
delight , or at least out of our beds, and with
youthful glee extemporise a triumphal dance at
the prospect o: the "good time coming." And
on Christmas Eve how welcome were the stra ins
of " Adeste Fideles" and "Christmas day in the
Morning." And , when as the old church clock
struck the hour of midni ght out burst the merry
peal from the belfry tower, ushering in

"The joyful morn,
"When Christ was born."

And then—
But now, how changed are all these

things, we growl at the Waits for a band
of half-ti psy revellers deserving of the
stocks, had they not passed away with many
another most excellent institution, and
commend the ringers to Bedlam, for break-
ing in upon our hard-earned rest, and dispelling
that "kindl y sleep" which visits but too seldom
our aching toil-worn heads. How wofully
changed all these must be ; how altered to what
they were in our youthful days, that they should
produce feelings in us this night so different to
the feelings inspired by them in the night in that
long-ago.

Day dawns after the night of broken sleep,
and we call to mind the joyous awakening in
those days that are passed away, and our suc-
cessful search in the shoe placed , over night in
antici pation of the visit of " Father Christmas ; "
but this morning, as we hear the door softly
open overhead , followed by the gleefu l shout of
the children as they unpack their Christmas
gifts, so carefully placed by the loving mother in
the dead of night to gladden the young ones'
hearts on this " morn of morns," we cannot un-
derstand this noisy mirth evoked by these now
"unconsidered trifles," and we mournfull y ejacu.
late "how changed these things must be." But
stay awhile , are we sure that these things are
changed ? have we not elsewhere to seek for
these altered feelings? Yes, indeed , and this
elsewhere is not far off, for it is in ourselves.
Little things pleased us then, for wa had not

THEN AND NOW AND THEN.
BY BRO . R EV. W. TEBBS.

been sated with the garish and delusive plea-
sures of the world. Pleasures indeed .' Oh what
a mine of trouble, and sorrow, and anguish, and
regret, does not their bare memory recall, and
we look back to the happy past and our " old
song ever haunts us "—"Oh ! would I were

. again a child." Patience, sad heart, yet a little
while, and even this shall be.

Turn we now to the world around us, and
everywhere and on everything is stamped this
mark of change. Well may we ask—

*'0 why was England, 'merrie ' call'd,
I pray you tel l me why ?

Because Old England merry was,
In merry times gone by '.

She knew no dearth of honest mirth
To cheer both son and sire,

But keep it up o'er wassail cup
Around the Christmas fire."

And what ? we would know, is this " honest
mirth" which our poet treats as the essence of
his answer. We need hardly ask, if we only look
back to the picture presented by a Christmas
then. The old Manor Hall is lighted up with
immense Christmas candles, and the company
is gathered round the large fire burning on the
hearth ; apples are being roasted on strings and
allowed to fall, as done, into huge bowls of
spiced ale which, will in due time be passed
round as " wassail," or the Christmas loving-cup.
Presently with great ceremony is hauled in the
huge yule log, which is banded at inter-
vals with nine iron bonds. As each band is
burnt off a wassail-bowl goes round. At last
comes the supper, in which furmity forms the
princi pal dish. Meanwhile, in many parts, the
orchards have been duly "wassailed " in order
that a good store of fruit may be harvested in
the year to come. The morning breaks, and
after early matins, the " fine old English gentle
man," standing at ihis gates, superintends the
distribution of the Christmas dole to his poorer
neighbours. During the morning all the tenants
and retainers are welcomed to what is really
"open-house." At the dinne r the raised boar's
head is served up with much ceremony, followed
by brawn and chine .goose and capon, and then on
the board smokes the pudding of theyear. Space
will not suffice to tell of the maskers and mum-
mers, liege-servants, one and all, of the Lord of
Misrule ; of the spirit and games j of the frolic
and the revelry • but this we know that'good will
was at its height, for
" England was merry England , when

Old Christmas brought his sports again.
'Twas Christmas broach'd the mightiest ale,
'Twas Christmas told the merriest tale ;
A Christmas gambol oft could cheer
The poor man's heart through half the year."

And now—True the Manor has its revels yet ;
still is there feasting (!) for the lowly too ; bu6,
how obtained ? Let us here dra w a veil over the
picture, so oft repeated, of the goose club for the
poor • go at once to the reason in the pride met
by independence (!) ; in short, in the severance
of class from class, as if at least on this night of
the year all could not meet to share in the joys
of an English Christmastide. Let us, however,
not despair; England shall be " merrie England"
yet again ; ours be it meanwhile to aid in bring-
ing about this glorious consummation of bro-
therly love by pouring oil upon the waters of
class and party strife, and by disseminating the
princi ples of that " peace on earth ," which is the
harbinger of "good will 'mongst men." Truly
no happ ier day will dawn in England than when
these class prejudices shall have been for ever
cast aside, when master and man shall again
recognise that their interests are mutual , whether
it be for hard work in the week, for worship on
God's day, or for festive mirth when one and all
shall together welcome in the well-earned, well-
enjoye d festivities of a good old-fashioned Eng-
lish Christmastide.

And we too, gentle reader , may truly and well
rejoice in the glorious prospect , for by the time
that that happy day shall have dawned o!er the
land of our birth , we shall be, as we Have often
longed , "children once again "—children, may-
be, for the second time , in the eventide of life,
when this rude world's buffets, shall be welj nigh



past, and almost altogether forgotten ; when, too,
the little ones will cluster round our knee, and
¦we wish an exuberance of joy, as great if not as
loud as theirs,wiU welcome in the birthday of our
infant king ; for 'if the vision be not already
realized, we shall not have long to wait e'er we
join that child-like throng in that blest place of
His, where sin nor sorrow mar our pleasures
•more ; for there will be for ever peace, and then
shall we taste the reality of His goodwill to men
of which we sing at each recurring Christmas-
tide.

So Christmas comes once more to-day,
With all its tender grace,

Revealing in its loving way,
Its joyous , pleasant face ;

Yes, once again -we greet thee,
Old Christmas, fair and bland,

Yes, once again ws meet thee,
With many a joyous band 1

For in this weary world of ours,
Amid its toils and strife,

Throug h sadden'd thoughts and jaded powers,
In the solitude of life,

Kind Christmas comes to lighten ,
The pathway of our feet ,

Its glad words seem to brighten
Full mart and crowded street.

For all of us a message,
Each Christmas fain would bring,

A sign, a sacred presage,
Ot Trust's perennial spring ;

Since in it songs of mystic glee,
In its carols of " dear peace,"

It tells of loyal hearts and free,
Bright hopes that never cease.

Not merely of this earthly earth,
Not of this world alone,

Arc the great truths which then had birth,
When thc Star of Promise shone ;

But nations different and far ,
Like those solemn Seers and Kings,

Can still rejoice mid war and jar,
In that Peace which Christmas brings.

And so when round the bnlliant tree,
You pleasant gathering's mustering,

When in all of tender unity,
Youth full of grace is clustering,

When mid that genial "horde" and.fair,
We look on no vacant place,

When mid the gay " tribe " gathered there,
Wc miss no radiant face ;

When all is joy, and peace, and love,
When no one now is sad,

When all around, beneath, above,
Is bright, and pure, and glad j

When youth in its golden glories,
When maturity serene,

And old age, with its stories,
Adorn the transient scene ;

*)h then remember, loving hearts,
Seek to recall fair youth ,

What Christmas still in love imparts ,
To all in its solemn truth ;

How it tells mid its hearty greeting,
And amidst the hurry ing years,

Of purer joys and a truer meeting,
Of the end of human tears.

Yes Christmas bids us all rejoice.
Rejoice from our inmost heart,

To the living it has still a voice,
As years on years depart ;

It seems to welcome with open door,
Its tale is a tale of love,

It whispers of some suffering poor,
It points to a Heaven above.

So then as glad you gather now,
Arouml each Christmas tree,

As with loving hope and tender vow,
You keep festivity ;

Remember some who sorely pining,
Are suffering everywhere,

And may the Light of Heaven shining,
Bless your gathering so fair.

To all kind faces, gentle eyes,
To heroes short and tall ,

To the old birds so grave and wise,
To Christmasscrs one and all ;

I wish them a hearty greeting,
Not forgetting- the " far away,"

A very pleasant Christmas meeting,
A very happy Christmas day.

CHRISTMAS, 1876.

Pttltam ii. prtw ; ox Itasonic Hfota.
Mlft t$HOT.

WILLIAM JAMES HU G H A N .

DR. R AWLINSON 'S MSS.

The editor of the Freemason , and other bre-
thren, have often alluded to the MSS. in the
Bodleian , which were once the property of Bro.
Rawlinson, LL.D., and apparently collected from
about 1720 to 1740. Some of the early numbers
of the Freemasons ' Magazine contained many
choice selections from the learned Doctor 's scrap
book , and yet far from exhausted the collection.

The following " charge " is doubtless the
original of the one so well known and respected
in our Entered Apprentice Lodge, and cannot be
less than a century and a half of antiquity.

" A Short Charge to be given
to new admitted Brethren.

" You are now admitted by ye unanimous
Consent of our Lodge, a Fellow of our most
Ancient and Honourable SOCIETY , Antient, as
having subsisted from times immemorial : and
Honourable, as tending in every particular to
render a Man so that will be but conformable to
its glorious Precepts. The greatest Monarchs
in all Ages, as well of Asia and Africa as of
Europe, have been Encouragers of the Royal
Art ; and many of them have presided as Grand
Masters over the Masons in their respective
territories, not thinking it any lessening to their
Imperial Dignities to Level themselves with their
Brethren in M ASONRY , and to act as they did.

"THE World's great Architect is our Supreme
Master, and the unerring Rule he has given us,
is that by which we work.

" R ELIGIOUS disputes are never suffered in the
Lodges ; which Princi ple Cements and Unites
men of tho most different princi ples in one uni-
versal Band , and brings together those who
were ye most distant fro m one another.

"There are three general Heads of Duty ,
which M ASONS ought always to inculcate, viz.
to God, our Neighbour, and our-seives.

" To Gon , in never mentioning his Name but
with that Reverential Awe which becomes a
Creature to bear his Creator, and to Icok upon
him alway s as the SU M U M -BO N U M -|- which
we came into the world to enjoy, and
according to that view to regulate all our Pur-
suits.

"To our Neighbours, by acting upon the
Square , or doing as we would be done by.

" To ourselves, in avoiding all Intemperance,
whereby we may be rendered incapable of fol -
lowing our Work , or led into Behaviour unbe-
coming our laudable Profession , and in always
keeping within due Bounds, and free from all
Excesses.

"I N the State, a MASON is to behave as a
peaceable and dutiful Subject, conforming cheer-
full y to the Government under which he lives.

" He is to pay a due Deference to his Supsr-
iors, and from his Infe riors, he is rather to
receive H ONOUR with some Reluctance, than to
extort it.

" HB is to be a man of Benevolence and
Charity, not sitting down contented while his
Fellow Creatures, but much more his Brethren
are in Want ; when it is in his Power , (without
prejudicing himself or Famil y), to relieve them.

" In the Lodge, he is to behave with all due
Di-coraiD, lest the Beauty or Harmony thereof
should be disturbed or broke.

" He is to be obedient to the Master, Presiding
Officers, and to apply himself closely lo the
business of M A S O N R Y , that he may sooner be-
come a Proficient therein , both for his own
Credit and that of the Lodge.

" He is not to neglect his own necessary Avo-
cations for the sake of M ASONRY , nor to involve
himself in Quarrels with those who through
Ignorance may speak evil of, or ridicule it.

" He is to be a Lover of the Arts and Sciences,
and to take all Opportunities of improving him-
self therein.

" If he recommends a Friend to be made a
M ASON , he must vouch him to be such as he
really believes will conform to the aforesaid
Duties, lest by his Misconduct at any time the
Lodge should pass under seaae evil Imputations.

Nothing can prove more shocking to all faithful
MASONS , than to see any of their Brethren pro-
fane or break though the Rules of their Order,
and such as can do it they wish had never been
admitted,"

A curious letter is inserted under the heading
of " Masonic Anti quities ' in the Magazine re-
ferred to, which is a portion of the collection,
and is taken from the " Grand Mystery," &c,
of 172.5. It was the and edition of that curious
work , the first of which (reprinted 1867 by
" The Masonic Archaeolog ical Society of Cincin-
nati , Ohio) contains no such reference. When
read in connection with the Dedication to "Long
Livers " of 172a (reprinted in the Masonic
Magazine) it forms a curious study for the Ma-
sonic antiquary.

"A LETTER TO A FRIEND CONCERNING THE
SOCIETY OF FREEMASONS.

" SIR ,—The Command, you have been pleased
to lay upon me, is not to be discharged in a few
Words : You require of me, lo give you an ac-
count of the Fraternity (as you are pleas'd to
term it) which call themselves FREEMASONS ;
together with my opinion about them, and their
Tenets.

" This, SIR , will cause some little Time to be
spent ; first , in Enquiry after their Tenets ; and
then in maturel y jud ging and reasoning upon
'em: for rash and unpremeditated Determina-
tions in such Matters, will only expose their
Authors ; and give Strength and Reputation to
the opposite Parties.

"As for their Tenets, they seem to be all
Riddle and Mystery, to every Body but them-
selves ; and I make a Doubt, whether or no,
they be able to give any fair and satisfactory Ac-
count of 'em. By what I can learn they are
nnder an Oath or some solemn obligatory Tie.
not to make known or divul ge their Arcana to
any, except to members of their own Society.
This I presume, is because they are either so
nonsensicall y ludicrous , and foolish , or else so
horribl y lewd, and blasphemous, that they will
not endure a Publick Censure.

"lhey set a huge Value upon themselves, in
regard of being Free-Masons : entertaining
strange, awkward Notions of the word Masons ;
such as it never had belonging to it in Hebrew,
G.-eek , Latin, English, or, I believe in any lan-
guage under Heaven. They seem to be listed
under the Patronage of Hira m, the King of Tyre,
who was doubtless an Heathen , unless converted
to Judaism after his acquaintance with Solomon :
They tell strange foppish Stories of a Tree,
which grew out of Hiram 's Tomb, with wonder-
ful Leaves, and Fruit of a monstrous Quality ;
although at the same Time, they know neither
where, nor when he dy'd ; nor anything more of
his Tomb, than they do of Pompey 's. But to
stop the Mouths of their ignorant , crack brain 'd
Disciples, (such as Ale-house keepers, Butchers,
Corn-cutters , &c.) some of their princi pal
Thattmatergoi lugg em by the Ears with a bom-
bast Gypsie-like jargon , whichthey call Arabick;
although 1 am morally certain, that not one of
the Society knows any more ofthe Arabick Lan-
guage that I do of the CH IN E S E .

"Upon the account SIR of this stupendous
Bocard o, they assume to themselves the August
Title of Kabalists ; or rather , as I submissively
conj ecture, Cabalists *. i.e. A knot of whimsical
delirious Wretches, who are caballing together,
to extirpate all manner of Science, Reason, and
Religion out of the World.

" To explain the senseless and irrational Mod'*
of their Proceedings, I shall ask you or them, Or
all the world ; whether 'twas ever known , that
Men of common Sense and Discretion, did profess
themselves to be of an Imployment orOccupation ,
which they knew nothing at all of? As for
instance, SIR , would you not take that man to
be qualified for Bedlam, that should call himself
a Goldsmith , when his Business is to mend
Shoes ? and would it not make you laug h, to
hea r a Fellow call himself a Lap idary, when he
gets his Living by sweeping of Chimneys ? Yet
this is exactly the Case of Free-Masons; Every
Member forsooth is a Free-Mason ; although
theie be some Divines, some Pettifoggers, some
Thread-makers, Taylors and Weavers, and an
huge Bead-roll beside*, of Men calling them-



selves Masons, who know no more how to lay a
Srick or a Stone as it should be laid , than they
know how to make a Hog play upon a Flute, or
a Horse understand Algebra.

"That Sir, which gives the greatest Gloss
and Lustre to thoir Cabal , is this, viz. That they
have artfull y drawn up some Great Names, into
their wild Latitudinarian Measures : This I can-
not in the least wonder at ; for great Men are
but Men, and as apt to run into gidd y, whimsical
Schemes as their Inferiors. Excellent was the
Observation of the Buzite where he says, Great
Men are not always wise : and I really looked
upon some certain Gentlemen among them,
however otherwise dignified and distinguished ,
to be ju st such another Decoration to the Free-
Masons, as Julian and Maxertius were to
Atheism ; or Constantius and Valens, to the
Arian Heresy.

"I protest, SIR , I had like to have forgotten
one Man , who makes a most Il-Lustrious Figure
amongst 'em; and stiles himself R.S.S., and
LL.D. He makes wonderful Brags of being
of the Fifth Order : I presume (as he is a Ma-
son) he means the Fift h Order of Architecture ;
which is otherwise call'd , The Compound
Order : and by it, one would be tempte d to
imagine that the Doctor is a Composition of
Maggots and Enthusiasm. One thing there is,
which makes me more bold in affirming this ;
and this is it.—The Doctor pretends he has
found out a Mysterious, Hocus-pocus Word ,
and that against whomsoever he (as a Member
of the Fifth Order) shall pronounce this terrible
Word , the Person shall instantly drop down dead.
I cannot imagine how the Doctor came by this
powerful word ; unless he found it in Rablais 's
Pantagruel ; or in Doctor Fuller 's Dispensatory ;
which are two great Repositories of Incompre-
hensible Nonsense. I'll take all the Care I can ,
to keep out of the Doctor 's Way ; for I am sure
if he meets me, and knows me, out comes the
great M ILLESYLLARICUM , and I'm as dead as
William the Conqueror."

Bro. John Yarker has drawn attention to this
letter again of late, and the subject certainl y is
far from being exhausted , for it has not yet re-
ceived the carefu l study it deserves, curious and
important as it is. w. j. H .

D U N S F O R D 'S HISTORY OK TI V E R T O N , P UB -
LISHED IN 1790 , Part -5, Antiquities, Public
Buildings , &c, p. 383.
" The Freemasons have a lodge at the Angel

Inn , suitably decorated. It was established the
2nd of November, 17 67, 3! the Vine Tavern in
Gold Street , by the name of All Souls' Lodge in
St. John's Hall, and consisted of six brothers j
at present there are seventeen members."

" The mysteries of this society, and the private
signs by which the brethren are distinguished ,
are known, it is supposed , only to themselves.
The Masonic Institution is said to be promotive
of friendshi p, society, mutual assistance, and
good fellowship, architecture, ancient and mo-
dern , with all the proportions, form, it is jud ged ,
the basis, on which is erected a system of ethics,
by no means injurious to the peace and happ i-
ness of mankind ; a comprehensive knowled ge
of this, as of all other sciences, cannot be at-
tained , it is said, even by the brethren , without
due enquiry and proper application."

The above Lodge was _ .o. 226 in 1792 (when
the numbers were altered), No. 268 at A.D.
1781, and 343 from A D. 1770.

It was removed to Weymouth before the
' Union ot A.D. 1813," at which period it be-
came 213. At the numbering in 1832 it was
again changed to 199, and from A.D. 1863 it
has remained at 170. It was the first lod ge
that obtained a warrant for the Centenary jewel
under the new system (A.D. 1867), or al all
events was the first to pay the fee of five
guineas for such a valuable document.

w. j. H.

CU R I O U S  FR O N T I S P I E C E .
The Freemasons ' Repository , published by J,

Sketchley, Birmingham (pp. 44) contains a
curious frontisp iece, which is rarely found
now in any of the few copies which now
and then occur for sale. Out of three that we
have seen it is only --reserved in one copy .

The first part of the engraving represents a
"five pointed star," over which is placed a circle,
and around the latter are the words

"A Mason's chief and only care,
Is how to live within the square."
"Wisdom strength and beauty. '

Various Masonic emblems are also arranged
within the circle.

The lower fi gure represents a circle, within
which are certain characters easil y recognised by
Masonic students, and the following is the in-
scription :—

" This figure properly explained will be of
great use to the Fraternity ."

We may refer to this work again ere long.
It is curious also to note that it was a Bro. j.
Sketchley, whose name occurs around the rim of
a "Masonic Token " in 1794. He was distin-
guished as a man as well as a Mason evidentl y,
as the letters R.A., and F.G.S. were placed
after his name. w. j. 11.

CERTIFICATE OF AN EXTINCT LODGE AT
•- BATH .

Our good friend and Bro. Dr. H. Hopkins (P.
Prov. S.G.W. Warwickshire) , has just sent us
a certificate (transcri pt) as follows, to unravel ,
knowiner our taste for such matters. We have
gladl y hunted up the particulars, and find that
Lodge of Virtue was originall y chartered on June
6th, 1769. We cannot decide as to its original
number, as our old lists end 1768, and the new do
not commence until i yy6 .  Ihe lodge was then
No. 380, and held at the Queen 's Head Tavern ,
Cheap Street, Bath. The numbers were altered
in 1770 , and again in 1781, when its position
was raised to 294, and in 1784 met at York
House in the same city. Another alteration was
made in 1792, the lodge then being numbered
on the roll as 246, the members assembling
at the White Lion, Market Place. Immediately
before the union the lodge held its meetings in
the Castle Inn, near St. Michael 's Church , and
after the two rival Grand Lodges had united,
the Lodge of Virtue became 311 on the roll , and
must have collapsed a few years afterwards. The
warrant was issued by the " Moderns," or in
other words the regular Grand Lodge.

w. j. II.
"LODGE OF V I R T U E ,

" (No. 3I I .)
"These are to Certify that Bro. Thomas Row-

land , of the City of Bath , was at the age of
Twenty Seven years regularly initiated into the
mysteries of Masonry in this Lodge, on the
15th day of December, 1817, was passed on the
and day of February , 1818, and raised to the
Degree of Master Mason on the 8th day May,
1818, and we having found him to be a worthy
Brother do recommend him to all Masons and
Lodges to be received after due examination. To
this Certificate the said Brother has in our
presence, signed his name at full length in the
marg in. In testimony whereof we have sub-
scribed our names in open Lodge this 19th day
of August , A.D. .1818. A. L. 5818.

J AMES HISCOCKS , W .M.
GILLMORE IONES , S.W.
JAS. GOULD , J .W.
J OHN BENNETT , SECHBTAI * ..

THOMAS ROWLAND.
Let Prudence direct you ; Temperance chas-

ten you ; Fortitude support you ; and Justice
be the guide of all your actions ; be especially
careful to maintain in their fullest splendour
those trul y Masonic Ornaments which have al-
ready been amply illustrated—Benevolence and
Charity.

PtMishcd tsl J itlt/, 1816, by Bro. R. W
Silvester, 27, Strand , London, Engraver lo the
Grand Lodsr e.

LISTS OF OLD M ASONIC LODGES.
Pine, from A.D. 1723, issued an engraved

List of Lodges by authority of the Grand Lodge
of England. One of that year is in the library
of our Grand Lodge, and so also of the yea r
1725. None, however, are preserved in "Free-
masons' Hall " between 1725 and 1736.

Surely some of these missing links are about
the country, and if so, we shall be delighted to
hear of their whereabouts. In the Masonic
Magazine for November we had printed a

transcri pt of one of these, until recently missing
links , viz., of 1734, and now wc are anxious to
discover a still earlier issue, particularl y any for
the years 1729 to 1733 inclusive.

We fraternall y invite the co-operation of the
Craft in this enterprise , and most cordially promise
our part shall be done to make the result known
to all whom it may concern. In tha Masonic
Magazine for January, 1877, we shall have a
reprint of the List of Lodges iu Ihe Pocket Com-
panion of A.D. 1733, published at Dublin.

w. j. u.

Without , the trees are swervin g,
With wild , uncertain curving—

For the wind is howling sadl y, and all is dull and drear.
Whilst listen ing to its moanin g,
Its sighing and its groaning,

Comes back to me the memor y of many a bygone
year 1

II.

Within , are merry faces ,
Glad with a thousand graces ';

Whilst berries red mock maiden lips 'midst loving
mistletoe I

As bright eyes flash the bri ghter ,
And every heart grows lighter—

Beneath the cheer y influence of Christma s' ruddy glow.

III.

When snow-flakes down are floating,
Whilst a weird and rimy coatin g

Weaves its mystic, lace-like pattern all o'er the windo w.
pane ;

E'en when the fire burns bri ghtest ,
E'en when the laugh is lightest ,

I mind me of those dear old times ne'er to come back
again 1

IV.

That silvery laughter rin ging
Sad memor y is bring ing,

That Christmas time was once to me as merry and as
gay—

Now every smile and gladness
Is ming led with a sadness ,

Of pledges made—since broken —on that dull December
day I

V.

How well can I rememb er
That drear day in December I

We whispered in yon curtained bay , in accents low and
few :

A soft white hand I pressed there ,
Whilst a tre mbling voice confessed there ,

Words of love so loving ly that I'd fain believe them
true I

VI.

That that sweet voice was lying,
'Twixt smiling and 'twixt sighing,

In the bitterest of anguish I will ne'er consent to own ;
Yet no fond face is near me,
To smile upon or cheer mc,

At Christmas , as in days agone—I sit and muse alone.

VII.

Can true love be more rare now,
Or beauty e'en less fair now ,

And hear ts composed of sterner stuff to those of form er
times ?

For Christmas seems less cheer y—
Indeed , bygone and weary—

Most unutterabl y d rear y to him who pens these
rh ymes I

VIII.

Thus often in the gloaming
My saddened thoughts are roaming—

Whilst winter winds are blowing, and the fire is burnin g
low,

As I sit here nnd ponder ,
My memory will wander

To hopes and joys of Christmas on that night of long
ago.

A. '. ST _ _ „ T -- < Boudoir Ballads. "

TWO CHRISTMAS EVES.



FREEMASONRY IN ROME.

BY BRO. J. C. PARKINSON , P.G.D.

As my recent visit to Rome and my reception
by our Masonic brethren there have given rise
to some misconception and controversy, it may
be well to place the facts upon record. Signor
Tamajo , the member for Messina, in the Italian
Parliament, and Deputy Grand Master of Italy,
was good enough to call upon me at my hotel in
Rome, and to invite me to visit the lodge. I
replied that I should not merely have pleasure in
doing so, but I would , if he "pleased, accompany
him to the Masonic Hall in the day time, and
examine the furniture, appointments, and sym-
bols of the lodge with greater minuteness and
care than are practicable when business is in full
swing, and the brethren are assembled for work.
This was arranged, and I made a careful
inspection of the books and certificates of
the Grand Orient of Italy ; of its correspon-
dence with the other Grand bodies of the
world, and of its furniture and symbols. Not
content with this, I cross-examined the Deputy
Grand Master as closely and keenly as I could ,
directing my questions chiefly to two broad
points—Is Italian Freemasonry identical with
Freemasonry as it is practised in England in the
essential of excluding the discussion of politics
from the lodges ? and , is belief in the immor-
tality of the soul and faith in the great Architect
of the Universe inculcated in the ceremonies ?
The assurances I received were ample and com-
plete, and after a morning visit of considerable
duration , and at which the Worshi pful Masters
of the four lodges now meeting in Rome, the
Grand Orator, the Grand Secretary, and other
dignitaries, about a dozen in all , were present,
Signor Tamajo invited me to put any additional
question which occurred to me. But I reall y had
nothing more to ask. I had seen the volutneof the
Sacred Law (a bible in Latin and Hebrew)which
is used in the lodge precisely as it is with us,
and lies open on a pedestal in front of the Wor-
shipful Master's chair.

On the following evening, accompanied by
three Eng lish friends, I visited the special lodge
summoned by Signor Tamajo , and there found
about one hundred brethren assembled. The
lodge was opened in due form , and with the
usual invocations , and , after some preliminaries,
cordial speeches of welcome were delivered by
the Worshipful Grand Master, and by several
brethren in and out of office. Signor Tamajo, in an
eloquent address , in which he named , in a most
flattering way, certain public utterances of mine
in favour of liberty of conscience and freedom of
thoug ht in Ital y, presented me with a very
beautiful symbolical picture, designed and exe-
cuted specially for the occasion. I shall never
forget tho hearty demonstrations of cordial greet-
ing with which the brethren present accompanied
this gift. I spoke in acknowledgment as
follows :—

Most Worshi pful Grand Master of Italy and
Brethren of Rome,—I thank you from my heart
for this soul-stirring and affecting welcome, and
I exchange with you the fraternal ereetingswhich
belong exclusivel y to those linked together by
our mystic tie. The beautifu l work of art, which
you have designed for me, I shall treasure to my
latest day. I shall exhibit it with pride to my
brethren in Eng land. It shall have an honoured
place in my home. It will rank always amongst
my most deeply valued treasures, and my child-
ren shall be taught to regard with pride this
evidence of the warm fraternal feeling displayed
to me by Freemasons in a distant land. Never
shall I refer to this meeting without emotion ,
and when I have passed a way, may those of my
name preserve this memorial with reverent care.
For your great goodness to me, in the words of
Shakespeare, what other answer can I make
than

"Thanks , and thanks , and ever thanks.
Freemasonry, as is beautifull y dep icted in this
cherished picture, binds together in a deep and
solemn union men of different races. Its pure
li ght rises superior to sects, and creeds, and
nationalities. Its universal language reaching
the soul, proclaims the true religion , embracing
what is good and true in all religions, and ele-
vates to one serene platform , with common rights

and hopes, brethren of every faith , who practise
the sacred duties of moral ity , and believe in the
glorious Architect of Heaven and of Earth. The
volume of the Sacred Law now open before us,
crowned by the square and compasses, are to-
gether symbols of our profession as Freemasons,
and speak to the thoughtful mind with even
more than ordinary force when they lend their
sanctity to our mysteries in this ancient capital ,
where the very stones we crumble under foot ,
and the dust which the wind raises around us,
speak ofthe agonies inflicted in religion's name,
of the martyrs' cruel sufferings, and of unutter-
able anguish undergone for the sake of truth .
The great solid facts of the dim past, the cun-
ningly wrought pillars, and the remains of
temples, such as are depicted here, which have
triumphed over Time itself, speaking of religions
which are forgotten, and civilizations which are
dead , make human opposition seem but a mo-
mentary annoyance, for they whisper solemnly
through the dim centuries " this, too, will pass
away." They brace the mind for that fi ght
with moral evil, and those calm , sweet lessons
of eternal truth, which are in this picture de-
picted as lifting the spirit of truth far into the
empyrean , even to the throne of God Himself.
The earth ly shells of Church and Temple are
left below , but all that is good and pure in their
teachings endures and ascends, for Freemasonry
embraces all men who prove themsel ves worthy,
and who take her vows. Once admitted into
her ranks, once brought to a knowledge of the
sacred light enshrined from vul gar eye in her
ceremonies, and the neophyte is taught, step by
step, and by means of diligent and patient labour ,
to earn her rewards—a knowledge of the true
light , the practice of true charity, and the wor-
ship of the true and living God Most High. As
the veil is graduall y lifted , the Freemason sees
superstition , priestcraft , dogma , spiritual tyranny ,
cruelty, and oppression fade away before the Di-
vine light, as fogs and mists are dispersed by the
morning sun ; and with the broad charity which
knoweth no evil, he clasps to his heart the sacred
truths vouchsafed to us by heaven, while reject-
ing without harshness, but with profound pity,
the fable, with which they have been invested by
the selfishness, ignorance, and credulity of man.
It is a profound happiness to me to find my
Italian brethren practising our Masonic rites in
Rome without fear or favour, and I exult in their
spiritual and mental freedom. It is a still greater
happ iness to find the pure light of Freemasonry
to be undunmed by the long years of oppression
she has endured in Ital y, and that her ceremo-
nies and ritual as practised this evening are
those I recognise as of the Craft universal. The
enemies of Freemasonry in this country have not
scrupled to spread stories to her disparagement.
It has been my care, during my stay in Rome,
to investi gate, criticall y and closely, the condition
of Freemasonry here, and to draw a strict com-
parison this evening between what has taken
place before my eyes, and what would have
occurred in an English Lodge under similar
conditions. I shall always have pleasure in
testify ing that the aspersions sought to bs cast
upon the working of Freemasonry in Rome an;
so far as I have been able to see, baseless fables,
and that the brotherhood here appears to thrive
and flourish on the very princi ples which give it
nourishment and enduring strength throug hout
the world. 1 rejoice, therefore, to learn of the
consolidation and spread of the Craft in Ital y.
Let those who dread light, and who believe that
ignorance is the mother of devotion , protest
against Freemasonry. F'or my part , this evening,
within the walls of ancient Rome, where th.
eternal princi ples of our Order are now pro-
claimed and enforced in the centre of the most
solemn relics in the world , will ever live in my
memory as one of the most interesting 1 have
known. Proceed , Most Worshi pful Grand
Muster and brethren , in your chosen path. Your
open Bible and your Masonic li ght will guide
you to all truth , direct your steps in the paths of
happ iness, and point out to you the whole doty
of man. Be neither discomforted by opposition ,
nor irritat ed by hostility, Love the brother -
hood , and live in charity with all men. Do
good to those that desp itefully use you, fea r
God, uphold the law, respect and conform to the
constitution of your country, and ever "remember

that while man is a fleeting shadow, who cannot
remain long in one stay, princi ples are eternal ,
and that when our place knoweth us no more,
and our very names are as if writ in water, even
then

"The actions of the just ,
Smell sweet and blossom in the dust."

Signor Bacci , the Grand Orator, translated my
remarks literally, and with wonderful elocution
and eloquent expression. Several brethren
present understood English perfectly, and fol-
lowed my remarks with ease as they were
delivered , but Signor Bacci's translation broug ht
them home to every man present. It is a
significant answer to allegations as to the revolu-
tionary and atheistic professions of Masons in
Rome- to Dsay that my address was cordiall y
approved , and its sentiments endorsed. When
the lodge was closed, I was told , again and again ,
that I had defined very faithfully the spirit of
Freemasonry as it is understood and practised by
those present. To Eng lish readers there is
nothing new in anything I said. Some portions
of my address will be recognised as being in the
very words of our charge ; but , in the teeth of
recent comments, it may be useful to point out
that it was purposel y made to include
an humble acknowledgment of, and pro-
found reverence for , the Supreme Rules of the
universe. But what has appeared to excite the
wrath and rouse the fears of the Ultramontanes
was the publicity given to this festival , and to
my reception and remarks , by nearl y the whole
of the Italian press. The' Opinic ne, which is
sometimes call, d the Times of Italy, and the
chief organ of the Government ; the Liberia , an
influential journal which is widel y quoted on the
continent ; the Diritlo , the leading organ of the
Left, the party now in power ; and the Poppol o
di Roma, all gave prominent notice of die affair ,
accompanied by favourable and , in some cases,
exulting comments. The press, throug hout the
length and breadth of Ital y, did , as I am in-
formed , follow suit , and it was but natural
that a groan of wrath and pain from thc extreme
Catholic party should follow. There is nothing
to be surprised or annoyed at in the statements
of the Uiiila Callof ica . Such phrases as " blas-
phemy," "atheism ," "revolution ," "Protestant ,"
are mere ly synonyms for dislike and fear. The
reverential attitude of the brethren I saw, the
orthodox conservativism of their ceremonies ,
their honest confession of their difficulties and
shortcomings occasioned by long years of sup-
pression and persecution , aud their anxiety to
confirm minutel y with Eng lish woiking, formed ,
to my mind, a sufficient answer to the aspersions
sought to be cost upon Italian Masonry. How
far the control ofthe Grand Orient of Rome ex-
tends over her subordinate lod ges, and wnether
Freemasonry, as sanctioned and practised there,
is followed out throughout her jurisdiction , I had
no opportunity of personall y verif y ing. But I
accept tho assurance I received fro m the highest
authorities with implicit good faith , and hold it
to be the duty of an English Freemason , who
saw and heard what I did , to do all in his power
to strengthen and encourage the Craft in Italy,
and I hold this to be even more than usuall y
incumbent upon one in times like these, when
some other Grand Lod ges on the Continent are
betray ing an utter disregard of what Eng lishmen
hold to be Masonic obli gations. It is because I
believe the Grand Orient of Rome to be as in-
capable as our own Grand Lodge of the acts
attributed to tho Grand Orients of France and
Bel gium that I rej oice at having held out the
right hand of fellowship to it , and take pride in
acknowled ging the fraternal kindnesses showered
upon me by its leade r-.

The Rev. William Adamson has received an
anonymous gift of i.2000 from " A Friend " towards the
erection of bf . Paul's Church , Old Ford ; and the Bishop
of Locdo.-i '- Fund has c_n!ribut.d £1000 to meet this
doiiaii-.Mi.

The Dulwich Picture Gallery will not be re-
opened before next sjii i i a- , althoug h the alterations will
be comakted in n few v.\cks. The roof and teiliiig have
been .¦ iitir.l y rc-_ -.>r .d a „.| |i lc wai" s repainted , the upper
portion being in a li ^ht warm tint , and the lower parts
in red with gilt mouldings. The ventilation aad warming
of thc Gallery have also been improved. The pictures will
accordingly remain for the present at the licthnal Green
Museum.



ELECTIONS.

The time is now rapidly approaching when
the brethren will be called to select their office-
bearers for the coming year, and while they very
naturall y and properly feel a present interest in
the matter, they will , we feel certain, kindly
permit a few words from us on a matter so
vituall y affecting the welfare of their respective
organizations. It cannot well be denied that
the annual election is, to a great many, a sort of
pepper sauce to their meat—merely aa addi-
tional zest to the ordinary routine, approached
without much thought as to its real bearings,
and laid aside when concluded like anything else
out of which all the present enjoyment has been
extracted. To others, and, fortunately, a mino-
rity , the election is a season of excitement
which raises the blood to fever heat and makes
the contestants feel as if on their success the
very existence of the Institution is staked.
Neither of these two classes is right , because
neither full y considers the grave importance at-
taching to the selection of proper officers to
govern and represent our respective lodges ;
both , in a great measure, overlook the Masonic
theory that preferment in the brotherhood should
follow personal merit , personal labour , and per-
sonal qualities for discharg ing the oflice to be
conferred, which, instead of being given to,
ought rather to be withheld fro m those who
seek their own promotion. When, therefore,
the time for election arrives, thinking brethren ,
desirous of consolidating aud more firmly es-
tablishing their lodges, will scrutinize the
quality of those most likely to he presente d for
official station , and endeavour to ju dge by their
past career whether tbey are likel y to accept
office merely for the sake of the temporary dis-
tinction , or whether, if elected, they will devote
themselves to the discharge of duty , to the main-
tenance of disci pline , to the promotion of har-
mony and brotherl y feeling, and thus making
secure the foundations, and plumb and work-
manlike the walls of our mystic building. It is
\juit _ possible that , at the time of choosing, two
or more candidates may be presented , all of
whom stand well with the brethren , and between
whom it is difficult to make a choice. In all
such cases let the conditions above cited decide,
and as but one can be Master at the samo time,
the unselected will have an excellent opportunity
to succeed to the high station in future by ear-
nest and faithful support of the successful
brother in the responsible and delicate duties he
will have to perform.

But , when the officers have been duly elected
and installed , the work is by no means com-
pleted. The office-bearers ought to feel the ob-
li gation upon them well and trul y to discharge
their duty by a prompt and regular attendance
on the communications and committees of the
lodge, by thoroug h preparation in the ritual and
laws, and by unfailing courtesy and kindness ol
demeanour tovvard all who are brought Masoni-
cally in contact with them.

There is still another matter for thought in this
connection , which is that the work of the lodge
oug ht not in fairness be made to rest entire ly
upon the officers ; on the contrary, every member
should realise the fact that to a certain extent he
i.s as much responsible for the proper march of
affairs as the Master himself. The first step
toward a practical exemplification of this idea
is the personal appearance of the members at
the communications, and the silent but eloquent
testimony they thus give of their interest in the
lodge, and their desire to promote its welfare and
prosperity. In offering this proposition we do
not for a moment entertain nor do we. wish to
advocate extreme views. "The good die young, '
and those who commence too fervently are apt
to get short of material long before the work is
completed. The stead y, plodding men are the
ones to last, and those most likel y to be found on
deck at the end of the voyage. Many things may
occur to j ustify an occasional absence fro m lod ge
meetings, but scarcely any to prevent a reason-
able amount of attention to Masonic duty . This
is all that is needed or can be expected , but this
oug ht to be given in justi ce, not only to the
covenants of the institution, but with a due re-
gard to that courtesy due to those chosen by our
own suffrages to rule over us. It would be

difficult to imagine a more discourag ing state of
facts than the persistent absence of the mem-
bers from the usual communications, nor any-
thing more depressing than being obl iged to
preach to empty benches ; and hence the mere
presence of the members is of itself an encour-
agement to the woikmen and the guara ntee of
success. Will the brethren think o f ' these sug-
gestions as th_y deposit their ballots, and, by
acting on them, prepare for their lodges a more
prosperous aud harmonious future ?

Speaking on this subject at a recent consecra-
tion of a new lodge, R.W. Bro. Hervey, Grand
Secretary of England , said :—

The W.M. designate, as a brother , had all the
moral advantages resulting from the practice
of Freemasonry ; but he would recommend to
his officers that they should, if they undertook
to perform the duties of an office, prepare them-
selves for the efficient discharge of those duties.
If an office was worth accep ting, its was worth
filling properly. Officers should be punctual
in their attendance, so that the W.M. might not
be inconvenienced at any time when a ceremony
was about to be performed by the officers not
being present. The duties should not only be
performed as a duty, but from a desire to show
those who were present that they were able to
perform what they had undertaken. Nothing
could be more painful than to see an officer
placed in a lodge, and when a candidate was in-
troduced to the J.D., that the J.D. did not
know what to do with him , or the J.W. that he
did not remember what to say to him. What
could be a greater disgrace to an officer, or a
greater disgust to the candidate about to enter
into the Order ? He (Bro. Hervey) trusted this
would not be the case in this lod ge, but that the
orficers to be appointed would look upon them-
selves as the different wheels of a great machine
without which the machine could not act. If
one of the wheels of a locomotive on the line
close by was out of order the engine stopped
dead. If a wheel of a watch had a cog broken
the watch would not go, and the officers of a
lod ge ought to feel that it was a machine, that
they were portions of the machine, that they
ought to render themselves competent to carry
out their duties so as to prevent any hitch. Then
everything would go on right and properl y, and
conduce to the honour of themselves, to the
credit of the lodge in particular , and to the well-
being of the Craft generally.—New York Dis-
patch.

THE GOOD IT CAN DO.

Jt has been said that if we take pains to ob-
serve, we find the number of persons suffering
in this world very small unti l you yourself begin
to suffer, and then it . is astonishing how many
we find that are suffering in the same way. To
make the thought practical , if a man has an
acute attack of the gout he will think that about
every other man has it , although before it scarcely
occurred to him that there was such a thing in
the world ; and so, when you suffe r trouble and
infirmity yourself, your sympathy leads you to
detect many others that suffer in a similar way.
And yet there is an immense amount of suffering
in this world that we are apt to pass over.

Masonry steps in and says, Help your over-
burdened brother , and appeals specially to those
that aro strong, to those that have attainments,
to those that are wise and circumspect, to thoso
that in benevolence are round and red like the
setting sun. to those that are strong in virtue ,
taste, and refinement , to those that are good, and
knew it, and are proud of it. To such men as
these it says, make it your business to hel p carry
the burdens and infirmities of those who are
overburdened.

Men and women sometimes are born into life
with physical infirmities which they cannot rid
themselves of , while sympath y and kindness
may help them to bear these burdens. An old
maxim—and a truthful one it is—says, Never
ridicule or neglect those who are unfortunate
without any fault of their own, and yet how
often we observe, in a promiscuous gathering of
persons, upon a picnic or a holiday, how few
men there are who feel it their duty to pay es-
pecial attention to those who are the least fa-

voured ! How rarely do you see such a fulfil-
ment of Christian duty. On the contrary, more
often do you see the love of art manifested by
men in the picking out of the handsome face,
the fair complexion, the comely form , the daz-
zling eye, while the poor half-cri ppled girl , pale
of cheek, from whom all traces of beauty have
passed away, sits in the corner , with no one to
do her reverence. Masonry teaches its votaries
to honour by sympathy and kindness those who
have such an unequal lot in life, and make piety
something else beside a mere sentimental ex-
perience.

Again, it is a burden to be out of work and
not know where to find anything to do. It is
an easy way of getting rid of men that are out
of work to say " Go West "—as if a man could
fly there. We meet men following pursuits
they are not adapted to, men endowed with sen-
sibility and taste and power to carry out ideas,
and are obl iged to drudge and perform menial
services for which they are not fitted. They are
subjected to heavy trials ; and yet we often hear
people remind them that " they ought not to
feel above their work ; they ought to know their
place." Masonry says that to taunt men thus is
adding injury to misfortune ; on the contrary,
give them your sympathy and encouragement,
and by the power of the goodness which is in
your heart lift them up and strengthen them.

We often hear the remark, " Blessed are the
poor ," and yet if there is one blessing we would
prefer not to have more than another it is pov-
erty. The destruction of the poor is their
poverty. How seldom is this fully realised I
We are to throw money into a man's hand,
not so much because we desire to serve him but
because it is the cheapest way of getting rid of
him. How seldom do we find a man who takes
a poor outcast into his heart, and lives by him
in such a way that on the Jud gment Day (hat
poor man can turn to the Great Architect and
say, I never should have been here if that man
had not helped me to bear my afflictions.

Sometimes we see a man stripped of the
things that are congenial to life , a man who has
walked in the places of prosperity and done
wrong. He is thrown into the prison van, hur-
ried to the Penitentiary.and herded with criminals.
People say, "Served him right, and many more
ought to be with him." Is it not enough that
such a man has to live with himself , and take
the consequences of his own actions ? And if
he lives to serve out his term society often
refuses to have anything to do with him. If he
is seen coming down one side of the street some
people quietly go over to their butcher 's on the
other side, with no pity, no sympathy. What a
literature will one day be deciphered from the
stony hea rts of unmercifu l men, who have lived
to condemn, without pity or remorse, their fel-
low men !

Practical thoughts are these, not inopportune to
the present hard times. The condition of society
demands that trouble and affliction shall be cured
by the medicinal power of goodness ; that where
there is more fellowshi p and sympathy between
the top and bottom of society thc bottom is more
accessible and not so much neglected. But if
wc make cream cf one side and skimmed milk
of the other, the millenium for which we are
hoping will never arrive.

Make such discrimination as you please, but
we shall not be in the right path if our discrimi-
nation leaves us nothing to do; for if our goodness
does not rouse up goodness in some one else, if
our courage is not a help to some discouraged
man , if our taste does not refine some coarse
nature, if our life is not a blessing to those who
are less favoured than we are, we are not
exemplifying in all its details the teachings of
Freemasonry.—!I. CANTLOI . in New York Dis
patch .

GOOD BUT DOUBTFUL .—An absurd incident
is reported to have occurred at the late dinner given by
the Lord Mayor to the blue jackets of the Arctic Expe-
dition , Thc loving cup was sent round in accordance
with time-honoured civic custom , and all went well up to
a certain point. It had , however, to travel over a very
roug h piece of ground , for , on arrival at a certain point,
one tar said to his left-hand neighbour, " I say, Bill , let's
two keep this ere between us." " No, no," said Bill,
who was not to be beat, " this ere liquor is too good to
waste," and to the astonishment of the attendants he
drained the loving cup.-—-City Press.



WASHINGTON'S MASONIC CAREER.

We are indebted to the Keystone for the fol-
lowing particulars respecting the Masonic life of
this eminent man, Bro. G. H. Ramey being the
writer of the article from which they are taken.
There seem to be rival claims respecting the
maternity of Washington as a Mason. The
records of Lodge No. 4, Fredericksburg, which
held its warrant under Grand Lodge of England,
contain the following :—

" 1752. Nov. 6th. Received of Mr. George
Washington, for his entrance, £2 3s."

" 1753. March 3rd. George Washington
passed Fellow Craft."

"4th August, 1753, which day the lodge
being assembled ; present R. W. Daniel
Campbell, &c. Transactions of the evening are
George Washington raised Master Mason."

On the other hand the English claim that he
was made a Mason in a military lodge, No.
227 , which worked in America during the
French war. Bro. Ramey says, it is supposed
that when Washington was on a visit to Phila-
delphia in 175-, in order to enable him to
visit the military lodges in that city, "he
may have been 'healed ' or re-made for that
purpose." During the War of Independence
Washington evinced great interest in the military
lodges attache d to the American army, and
it is said that on one occasion he sat in a lodge
presided over by a sergeant. On St John the
Evangelist's-day, 1776 , be took part in the festi-
vities which the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania
held, and was honoured with the chief place in
the procession. On 6th October, 1779, tlie
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts granted a warrant
to a new military lodge, which was named 111
his honour the "Washington Lodge." The
same year he was unanimously chosen by the
Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania to be Grand
Master of the proposed Supreme Grand Lodge
of the United States. Other Grand Lodges
concurred, but as no such Grand Lodge ever
came into being, the election was only a further
testimony of the respect and affection in which
Washington was held by the Craft. In i / Si
he was presented with a beautiful sash and
apron , manufacture d at Nantes, and these relics
are held by the Alexandria Washington Lodge,
No. 221 on the roll of the Grand Lodge of Vir .
ginia , of which he was the first VV.M. as a Vir-
ginian Lodge. In 178 4 he joined his brethren of
the Alexandria Lodge—which , by the way, was
at the time No. 39 on the roll of Pennsy lvania—
in celebrating St. Joh n the Baptist 's-day. The
same year he was visited by General de la
Fayette, who presented to him an apron , most
elegantly worked by the fair hands of Madame
de la Fayette. This relic is now in the posses-
sion of the Grand Lodge of the country. On
the 18th September, when a second time
President of the United States, Washington laid
the corner-stone of the Capitol in the city named
alter him, with full Masonic ceremonial. It may
likewise be mentioned that among the numerous
presents he received was a sword given by
Frederick the Great of Prussia , himself the
foremost Mason in that country . The illustrious
hero died , after a brief illness , on i+th December ,
1799, at his seat , Mount Vernon , State of
Virginia , and , in the funera l rites accorded , the
Freemasons of the United States were foremost
in showing the depth and sincerity of the affec-
tion they bore him.

Almost at the moment of writing the above,
Part V. of the History of the New York Grand
Lodge ha? reached us, and from it we extract a
few additional particulars as to the conduct of
Masonry on this sad occasion. On the 23rd
December of the year 1799 an extra meeting of
G. L. of New York was called for the purpose
of testify ing to the love and respect in which
Washington was held. A resolution was passed
to the effect that all the lodges in the State should
wear mourning for the space of six months ,
that a memorial in his honour be erected in the
hall of Grand Lodge, and that a committee be
appointed to take part with other committees in
preparing some public testimonial of his public
and pr ivate worth. On the 30th of the same
month a second extra meeting of the same Grand
Lodge was held, for the purpose of holding a
funeral procession to his memory. The Knights

Templar, ten lodges, and Grand Lodge took part
in this ceremonial , the most prominent fi gure in
the line of march being W. Bro. Cadwallader
D. Golden , bearing in his hand a short standard ,
with white pendant trimmed with black , on
which was written —

"B ROTHER WA S H I N G T O N ,
THE GREAT , THE WISE , THE VIRTUOUS ,"

and expressing also the fi gure of an . hour-glass
run out , and a sickle.

Such is only one instance of the respect shown
to the illustrious deceased. In thus honouring
its most iliustrious member , Freemasonry did
honour to itself.

" TWO NUNS " AND A DYING BRO-
THER IN SYDNEY.

A few months ago, Bro. Roache, Master Ma-
son, arrived among us from New Zealand in a
very delicate state of health and in circumstances
depressed by poverty . He was a native of Bar-
badoes, a Nova Scotian Mason , and was (as he
told us) a Protestant by birth , but had become
" a Catholic ' from companionshi p. Though
now suffering from Res Angusta domi , yet once
he was in affluent circumstances, and had not
failed to support the interest of his adopte d re-
ligion.

On his arrival in Sydney he was visited by
two Romish ladies called "Nuns," who asked
him a variety of questions, and ascertaining that
he was " a Mason ,'' and, besides, had nothing
to give for the behoof of " the Church "—being
in forma pauperis , the pious ladies parted re-
ligiousl y, but , alas ! not like " the Black-eyed
Susan ," lo meet again. When dire want—
" Mashallah ! " as the Persian would ironicall y
exclaim —had ecli psed the virtues of our brother
and had become the sepulchre of the loving
hearts of the " religious " ladies, theie was no
shaking of hands and sorrow of heart when they
were about to part from a dying man and '¦ a
brother "—ay, a brother in every sense of the
word. Is it not too true that '•' Poverty parteth
good f ellowship "—even the fellowship and
friendshi p of such heavenly.minded and affection-
ate ladies as the " Nuns ?" Very trul y, indeed ,
does an old Scotch song say—
"When I hae saxpence under my thumb

Then I get credit in ilka town ;
But when I hae naethin , they bid me gang by ;
Hech ! poverty parts gude company."
Our brother 's impecuniosity having thus pre-

vented the saintly ladies from administering to
him the consolations of his adopted religion ,
Bro. Roache very naturall y sent for Bro. Dr.
Beg, Grand Chaplain , E.G., who immediatel y
waited on that brother and introduced his desti-
tute condition to different W.M.'s, P.M. 's, and
brethi .n , who, in the spirit of Masonry, rendered
to ou brother considerable material assistance ,
and made him and his poor wife feel easy and
comfortable. Our brother was also regularl y-
visited by one of those humble agents—a self-
deny ing town missionary , who did not fail in
the spirit of disinterested Protestantism to direct
the attention of our dy ing brother to the
" Ri ghteousness of God revealed from faith to
faith. " Poverty might be sin in the Vatican , but
it is no sin in the Hiramic Temple. The religion
ofRomemi ght prove a sanctuary and a safe asy lum
for a Lord Ri pon , a Dives who possesses the
purse of Fortunatus ; but- to a Roache, a Lazarus,
who is " a poor man ," it is " a lion 's den." While
an opulent Ri pon—the quondum Grand Master
of Eng lish Masons, who forsook, without
" rhyme or reason ," the Benevolent Order of
Hiram , is made much of by the Order of Rome,
on account of his " broad acres,"—a penniless ,
Roache is treated by the devout ladies of the
self-same Order as a Vaurien—a worthless, good-
for-nothing fellow.

" O, what a world of vile ill-favoured faults
Looks handsome in three thousand pounds

a-year. "

It is evident the two Orders a r<? in diametrical
opposition to each other , for the motto inscribed
on the Temple of Rome is "Amor Nu .imi," that
on the Temp le of Abif , " Amor Fratris."

Bro. Roache was a Mason of ij  years'

Standing : he had "taken five degrees *." had
spent much of his. time in "lodges of instruc-
tion." He departed this life on 28th June. Our
brother 's remains were interred in the Necropolis:
Rev. Bro. Dr. Wazer Beg performed the funera l
service, and Bros. Nixon , of Robert Burns
Lodge, and Ellis, of the Lodge Socrates, Hunt-
ing don , Eng land , rendered fraternal assistance
on the solemn occasion.

Out* brother has left a widow, quite unpro-
vided for, who now appeals to the fraternity for
that brotherl y assistance for which the Order of
Hiram is so well known in " the popular world ,"
and shall be held memoria in aeterna. Brethren
will please fraternall y forward their donations to
our office , 166, Pitt-street , to Bro. Nixon , Secre-
tary Robert Burns Lodge, E.G., 785, George-
street ; or to W. Bro. R. Leworthy, D. Grand
Secretary, Freemasons' Hall, York-street.—
Australian Freemason.

N EW YORK .
OFFICIAL VISIT.—We have witnessed many visits of

District Deputy Grand Masters that are called official , but
none of more real and trul y Masonic character than the
one recentl y paid to the Lodge of Antiquity, No. 11, by
R. W. Charles S. Arthur, the District Deputy Grand
Master of the I-ourth Masonic District. The duties of that
officer were fully and thoroug hly performed by him in his
examination of the proceedings and records of the lodge,
and at its conclusion he addressed the lodge upon the im-
portance of each and every officer thereof being in his
place at each and every communication. He also spoke
earnest ly upon the duties of the members to render all
poss'iUc aid to the officers in the discharge of their duties,
which he said " was the corner stone of success in lodge
labour." He remained with the lodge until its close, which
isa feature in official visits rarely seer.

CONSTITUTION LODGE (NO. 24 1).—A large number of
Craftsmen gathered at the rooms of this lodge on Tuesday
evening, the 28th ult., to witness the exemp lific.ni-ii of
the work of the jurisdiction of New Jersey, W. William II.
Dovins having extended an invitation to Oriental Lodge,
No. 51, of Newark , to confer the Third Degree. VV. Isaac
H. Pierson , Master of Oriental Lodge, assisted by all his
officers , conferred the degree in a most able manner. In
the East were the R. VI. James E. Morrison , R. .V. C. B.
Conant, VV. Bros. Kaitoute , Merrill, Terrell, Valentine,
Page, Jcpson , Philli ps, Mitchell , and others. After
closing the lodge, the guests were most hospitably enter-
tjii.cd.

EvAMiiii.isT LOUOF. (No. 600),—At the communication
of this lod ge, on ihe 28th ult., occurred the reception of R.
VV. George L. Montague , D.D.G.M., Seventh District , on
the occasion cf his official visit. Seldom is the opportu-
nity offered to see such a royal greeting as was accorded
the It.VV. brother. With every seat occupied, anil every
eye beaming wilh that enthusiasm which actuates every
good Mason , the impression was not lost on the visitor,
who in his response 10 the address of welcome by the
Master , warmed as he was by the exhibition of earnest-
ness on every side, he seemed to be enraptured , and elo-
quentl y did roll the words of commendation for present
appearances as well as good advice for future actions.
The Third Degree was conferred in the masterly manner
for which No. 600 is renowned. The historical portion
having been confided to the distinguished visitor, his
word s were eagerly devoured by the large concourse of
brethren present, all of whom remained till the close of
the lodge. Many brethren of distinction from this and
sister jurisdictions were present , among whom we name
H. VV. E. JI. L. Elders, D.D.G.M., Sixth District ; W.
Uros. Farley, Thorn s, Uuach , Marks , Andreas, and man],
oihcrs.—A'ei. York Dispatch.

FREEMASONRY IN THE UNITED STATES.

In the German Empire there are at present in existence
eight Grand Lodges, with 32G subordinate lodges and
five independent lodges.

Their classifications are as follows : In Berlin the
Grand Lodge ol thc Three Globes, wilh 111 subordinate
lod ges ; Grand Londes Lodge with 8_ lodges ; Royal York
with 49 lodges; Grand Lodge of Hamburg with 23
lodges ; Grand Lod ge of the Sun at Bcy rcuth with 21
lodges ; Grand Lod ge of Saxony with 18 lodges ; Eclectic
Ciiclc with 12 lodges ; Grand Lodge of the Union at
Darmstadt with 9 lodges and 5 independent lodges, al-
together 331 lodges.

The kingdom of Prussia contains 220 lodges, or two-
thirds of all German lodges, of which Three Globes has
103 ; Giand L. [.., 63; Royal York , 46; Hamburg, 1 ;
Eclectic Circle, 6 ; and Union, I.

Of lodges working under Berlin Grand Lodges there
are six lodges in Frankfort-on-the-Main , and one each in
Hanau and Wiesbaden.

German lodges are in activity in 2C9 cities, and one
is in a village, of which Berlin has 17 ; Hamburg, 13;
Frankfort-on-the-Main , 6 lodges. Six cities each 3
lod ges ; sixteen cities Oh, 2 lodges, and the balance of
cities each 1 lodge.

Germany has in a population of 41,(00,000, 331
lod ges, or one lodge to 124 242 inhabitants.

France has in a population of 36,100,000, 148 lodges,
or one lodge to 141,536 inhabitants,

STATISTICS OF MASONRY IN GERMANY.



fctofos.
THE DICTIONARY OF FREEMASONRY , by Bro.

Rob Morris.—Bro. W. Bailey, Chicago,
Illinois, U.S.
We have received with gratification , and pe-

rused with profit , this well-got-up and very in-
teresting compilation. In itself it is a neat, useful,
contribution to Masonic archaeology and
information , and will , we feel persuaded , be
found very useful to the Masonic student and
the Masonic writer. No lodge libra ry should
be without it, and it ought to find a place on the
shelves of every Masonic individual collection,
whether of old or new books. We thank Bro.
Bailey for this valuable offering, (not the only one
by the way), which he has had the public spirit
to make to the Masonic body in all countries.
Bro. Bailey is well-known in the Masonic lite-
r.ry world, and his high character and many
sacrifices demand the grateful recognition of
Freemasons. We trust that his Dictionary of
Freemasonry will find a hearty support alike in
Great Britain as in the United States, and sure
we are of this that it is a work which -effects
equal credit both on editor and publisher.

THE FREEMASONS ' .CALENDAR AND POCKET
BOOK FOR 1876-77.

We rejoice to hail the appearance of this
most useful little book, and to note its opportune
publication. In one sense, it is indispensable
for all members of our English Craft , in that it
is the official " vade mecum," with reference to
the lodges and chapters under the English Grand
Lodge, the list of our Grand Officers and Prov.
Grand Masters. It is very well arrange d, and
neatly got up, and we trust will have a large and
remunerative sale, so as to benefit our Masonic
Charities. With the Freemasons ' Calendar and
the Cosmo, Freemasons are now well posted up in
all the details of our large Masonic Family, and ,
deprecating all ideas of rivalry, much less oppo-
sition, both have their importance, both have
their need for all who wish to master thoroughly
and statistically the interesting details of Ma-
sonic existence in the 'world, or to note those
tell-tale indicia: which proclaim its advance or
herald its triumph over intolerance and persecu-
tion. For one fact is plain , Freemasonry is
moving on, and as long as it remains true to its
own princi ples, and marches on gallantl y under
its own banners, its victory is certain. The
only fear is, lest dangerous or designing men
abroad—happ il y not at home—should seek to
lure it away from its " strait and narrow
paths " by the shibboleths of faction, or the
" Will o' the Wisps " of revolution and the like ,
by concessions to an unbelieving faction , or
surrender to a destructive liberalism. So far
the FY___ i __ o*i_ ' Calenda r tells us only of great
material prosperity, and vast numerical increase.
Esto perpetua ! and may each succeeding year
only witness of the goodly success of that noble
Order of men , whose motto is " Loyalty and
Charity ." We wish all possible success to the
Freemasons ' Calendar and Pocket Book.

THE COSMO .
Our Cosmo has appeared , and is again

offered by our worthy publisher to the favourable
notice, appreciation , and friendly patronage of
the Craft. It is indeed, in our opinion , well
worthy alike of the care which has been lavished
on its production, and the favourable reception
which has been always accorded to it. Let us
hope, as Freemasons, that we are above the
baneful influences of trade jealousies or personal
antagonism, and that our motto in this, as on all
other human affairs , is " Palmam qui meruit
ferat." No good Freemason will ever allow
himself to be biassed either by low motives, un-
just susp icions , personal animosities, or the dirty
views of the " shop," but will seek to look on
all matters and jud ge all persons with an unpreju-
diced disposition and an unjaundiccd mind.
The Cosmo has outlived the abuse of the "can-
tankerous" and the opposition ofthe malevolent,
and commends itself year by year to a large in-
creasing circle of readers. And most naturall y so,
for it is in truth a Masonic record " sui generis,"
and of much actual and needed importance to
us all as brother Masons. When we open its
pages we find that it contains information never

before collected, and not elsewhere procurable.
To have in one work a list of High Grade
chapters of all kinds, as well as of Templar
Priories ; to find the names of Scotch, Irish,
French, German, Italian , Spanish , and many
other lodges in many other constitutions, to-
gether with English, is a work of no little cost
and expense, as it is of no little use .and merit.
Let us dismiss from our mind any idea that the
Cosmo is run in opposition to the Freemasons '
Calen dar and Pocket Book ; or, in fact, any

similar work at all. It simp ly appeals on its
own merits, the needs and demands of the
hour, alike to the cordial support of our Eng lish
Brotherhood and the generous patronage of our
Cosmopolitan Craft.

The unwary who take up at hazard Lad y
Herbert 's "Wives, Mothers, and Sisters in the
Olden Time" (a vols. : R. Bentley and Son) will
be a little surprised , perhaps, to find a translation
from French, Italian , and Latin originals of the
lives of St. Paula, St. Olymp ias, and St. Marcel-
hna—three devout women not quite unknown
everrto Protestant students of Church history
for their relations respectively to St. Jerome,
St. Chrysostom , and St. Ambrose, and standing
here as typ ical representatives, St. Paula and St.
Olympias of the mothers and wives, St. Marcel-
lina of the sisters, of fifth-century Christendom.
Were the work merely a translation of sympa-
thetic and admiring " Lives of Saints," executed
with respectable ease and accuracy, criticism
could have but little to say. Presented , as these
lives are, as models for imitation , as glowing
contrasts to the want of self-denial , the luxury ,
and the frivolity, as consp icuous among fashion-
able ladies of our own days as among those of
the Lower Emp ire, one is tempted to ask
whether, among the countless memoirs of good
women, examp les could not bs found of a more
"reasonable service. ' Is there anything, for
instance, to be imitated in such "superhuman
ascetism " as this ?—"Though upwards of sixty
years of age, shenever would allow herself a bath ;
and , in order to mortify herself still further ,
rarely washed anything but her hands. On one
occasion a young gentleman, named Jovinius,
took great pains to prepare a bath and fresh
water. Sylvia " reproved him severely," and the
rebuke had so wholesome an effect that Jovinius
afterwards became a great saint and Bishop of
Ascalon.

We go a little further than our contemporary.
With due deference to him , and pace that excel-
lent lad y who has edited this work , we think that
Sylvia must have been a very disagreeable person
on near acquaintance, and we cannot but consider
such superhuman ascetism , as our contemporary
terms it , simply foll y and irreli gion. Instead of
rebuke, thc youthful Jovinius deserved all praise,
and if his onl y claim to saintiiness rests on a re-
primand for having suggested certain sanitary re-
forms and needfu l personal hygiene, we should be
prepared for once to chime in with the " Avocato
del Diavolo. " "Cleanliness"we have always been
told is " next to godliness," though some writers
affirm that this is " a mistaken Anglo Saxon pro-
verb , and that the real reading, is " cleanliness is
next to goodliness." Be this as it may, we ob-
ject in princi ple to a female, who never washes
any p. rt of her person except her hands.

CR A C R O I T  s TRUSTEES 'G UIDE , 12th Edition.
Edward Stanfield , Charing Cross.

This most useful and important work for
trustees has reached, as our readers will per-
ceive, a 12th edition—and we can only commend
it to the notice of all those who are trustees, as
it contains an enormous amount of information
alike valuable and needful for them. The lega l
op inions as to the power of investment are very
interesting and lucid , but yet we feel bound to
add that , after all , it is safer in such matters to
rely on legal advice , or the family solicitor, than
as laymen attempt to decide as to what is law
which is beyond our grasp, especially) when
we have to deal with the subtleties of judicial
dicta and legal phraseology. If you are ill go
to your doctor ; if you are in a bother , go to
your lawyer—is about as good advice as can be
given to any one, for after all, it is no proof of
wisdom in any to reject the skilled counsels ofthe
one.or to ignore the special knowledge of the other.

w. v. A,

(tram the liauh 'utte, Nov., 23th , 187 6.)
Bv Bno. K A R I . TA N S B N .

Mit seiner schonsten Gabe .chmuckt
Der Friihling wieder Deine Brust.
Du , Kind der VVittwe, feicrst heut
Dein schonstes Fest in reiner Lust.
Die Koni gin der Blumen zollt
Der ew 'gen. Jugcnd nun Tribut ;
Sie opfcrt heut' lhr schonstes Kind ,
Das schmuckend Dir am Buscn ruht.
Und das mit seinem Schmeichelwort
In Lieb' und Schdnheit zu Dir spricht ;
„0, halte, was Du hast gelobt,
Vcrschsviegenheit ist Deine Pflicht 1''
Daun kehrt der Fricde bei Dir ein
Die Freude ist von Dir nicht fern
Und zu den Beidcn unbewusst
Gesellt die Eini gkeit sich gem.

Und Friede, Freude, Eini gkeit ;
VV'enn die beseelen unser Thu'n,
Dann feiern wir Johannisfest
Und dCitfen unter Rosen ruhn.

SUB ROSA.
The Spring with fairest gifts adorns

Again th y breast in glad array ;
Thou widow's child '. in pure rejoicing

Thou kcep'st thy festal day.
Thc Queen of Flowers pays the tribute,

Of youth eternal at thy behest ,
She offers now her darling offspring,
Which rests in grace upon thy breast.
And still with all caressing message,

In love and beauty would imp lore,
" Oh guard , I ask, what thou hast promised ,

Thy duty 's Silence evermore."
Then Peace to thee at once returns ,

And Joy is no more far from thee.
And with the two if all unknown

Companions willing Unity.
Yes, Peace, and Joy, and Unity,

When these our goodly toils disclose,
Our St. John's Feast we rightly keep,

And dare to rest beneath the Rose.
A. F. A. W,

SUB ROSA.

There are now in the possession of the Governor of the
Tower, to be restored in a day or two to their former place
in the chapel of St. Peter ad Vincula, within the precincts
of the Queen 's most ancient Palace and Fortress, some
human remains of great historical interest. The chapel
is the building to the left of Waterloo Barracks, and some
70 yards to the north-west of the White Tower. Service
has been held there for many hundred years, and up to the
commencement of the alterations which are now being
made. It was recently found necessary to repair the
chapel , and the opportunity is being taken by the Office
of Works of restoring the building in a way suitable to
its original architecture. In making- a foundation for the
pavement it was found necessary to disturb some bones
which were very near the surface. It was known from
the registers of the prison that under the altar there had
been hastily laid, in Queen Mary's reign, the body of John,
Duke of Northumberland , the father-in-law of Lady Jane
Grey : and the bones of a man of great stature answering
to the descriptions of this ambitious personage have been
foun-l at the spot indicated. The head was with the body,
and t:.; Tower records show that the formality of placing
the head on London Brid ge had in this case been dispensed
with. The remains of the Duke of Somerset have also
been found , slightly displaced for the grave of the late
Sir John Burgoyne, and , also in the chancel, the
bones of an aged woman, supposed to be those
of the Countess of Salisbury, who, being of the
blood of the Plantagenets, was executed by Henry
VII. But the remains of the greatest interest are a col-
lection of bones found carefully gathered together, and
which have belonged to a delicately-shaped woman in the
prime of life. They were discovered at or near the site of
the burial of Queen Anne Boleyn, and the historian of the
interments in the chapel will be able to compare them with
the description of her little neck so easily cut through, which,
in a contemporary letter, the ill-fated lady is reported
to have given to the executioner. A monograph on these
interments is shortly to be published by Mr. Murray. The
works have been carried out with the greatest care, and
the principal removals were made in the presence of the
Lieutenant and Governor of the Tower (Major-General
Maitland and Colonel Milman) , of the Rt. Hon. Gerard
Noel , M.P., and Mr. John Taylor, of the Office of Works,
and of the Hon. S. Ponsonby-Fane and Mr. Bell, repre-
senting the Lord Chamberlain , who has the care of the
Queen 's Palaces. Dr. F. J. Douat, of the Local Govern -
ment Board , was present as an exp-rt in anatomy. Most
of the orrgrnal interments appear to have been hastily
made, and large quantities of lime were found in removing
the bones. Care has been taken to keep the several col-
lections of bones toge'.her, and they are now enclosed in
leaden caskets encased in oak . The undiscriminated re-
mains which were found in thc nave of the chapel have
been put into similar receptacles, and are, or will.be, placed
in the crypt.

INTERMENTS IN THE TOWER.



AN OLD ROMAN SYMBOL TABLE
{SYMBOL TAFEL).

During the explorations of Pompeii in the year
1874, there was found a most beautiful piece of
Mosaic work , and from its peculiarit y becomes
one of universal interest , as the same has caused
much excitement , from its wonderful and uni que
formation and workmanship. The particulars
are as follows : It is a Mosaic table of quadrate
shape, and little more than a foot square , fixed
in a strqng wooden frame. The original is in
the national museum at Naples, and appears to
have been fixed in another table.

The ground is of a grey green stone, and in
the middle of which is a human skull , made of
white, grey, and black colours, and in appear-
ance quite natural , from the bea uty of its exe-
cution , which may be called anatomical precision
and truthfulness. The eyes, nostrils, teeth , ears,
and coron al are all well-executed. Above the
skull is seen a triangle of coloure d wood, the
points being of brass, and from one of these by
a white thread is suspended a plumb line. Be-
low the skull is a wheel with six spokes, and on
the upper rim of the latter there are two butter-
flies ' wings of a red colour edged with yellow,the
eyes are of blue. The representation of the entire
piece is symmetrical, so that the skull , wings,
and wheel, through the protraction of the plumb
line becomes halved . Looking sideways, the
objects correspond with each other. On the left
is an upright sceptre, the bottom of which is of
iron, resting on the ground , whilst the other end
of the triangle, which is to the right , and by the
side of which is a long th ick gnarled thorn stick.
From this there hangs, attached to a golden cord ,
a garment of scarlet, also a purple robe, to which
some signification may be surmised. Against this
last there is a coarse shaggy piece of cloth , in
yellow, grey, and brown colours , which is sus-
pended to a ribbon , and against it a leathern
knapsack, whilst the upper part of the sceptre
is surrounded by a white braid of diamond pat-
tern. Seemingly, this work of art, by its com-
position , is mystical and symbolical , at all events
it appears to have some reference to the Royal
Craft , and as a proof of this last supposition it
certainl y has reference to some secret Craft in the
old Roman era. The advocates of the anti quity
of the origin K. K., and of the brotherhood , and
your fellowship with ancient secrecy and mys-
teries becomes at last united by this wondrous
piece of Mosaic art , as already shown and ac-
knowledged by affirmed known facts. The
construction of the houses in which this " sym-
boltafel " was found offers nothing particularly
of interest, except that of the mncr rooms, which
were large and lofty. The house had within its
walls pits and wells, as if it had been a tannery,
and for this reason, the walls were without
adornment , for this cause there was nothing
worthy of notice, but beside this large workshop
was a small room. It appeared to be but one
step out of the street , and the entrance was
through a wide door, which led into a small ante
room, without a porch, and it had all the ap-
pearance of being situated in a business locality.
On the right was the door-keeper 's, or porter 's
room, to the left was a small space, which led by
a staircase into an upper room , or to a first floor ,
the walls of which were covered with stucco of
a grey yellowish tint • beyond this there was a
very large room , and then two other rooms,
which had the appearance of dwelling places.
Out of these you were led by two low broad
steps through a covered passage, into a large,
open saloon, in connection probably with the
dwelling house. This led into a kind of summer
house, with a portico , which seemed to serve for
a promenade, by which you could enter into the
work (or it might have served for a work) room ,
it was oblong in form , being 25 steps long by
20 steps broad , from north to south-west, and
the walls were simple and unadorned. The
entrance was on the south-west side, through
two wide doors, leading into several workshops,
in which were tubs and ' barrels, seemingly pre-
pared and being prepared for the reception of the
skins. Out of this place you were led into a
small single room. Through a fourth door , on
the opposite (long side) ; by this you were again
led into another large walled place, which had
the appearance of a dry ing ground. In the

middle of this place of square shape were
columns which supported the roof and the sur-
rounding covered walk. The pillars were of
brick , and nine in number , seven of which are
isolated. Three were standing on the broad
side, and four on the long side ; whilst the other
two were in additional or lateral room. The
brick columns, although of old Roman construc-
tion apparentl y, and built afterwards, were evi-
dently covered originally with Marmora marble
plaster, of which two are still in existence, about
one yard high, and four of which only the plinths
remain.

By the north-east side wall you still may se e
some working fixtures , such as clay pans, sunk
in blocks of Mason ry, for bringing in and run-
ning off of water, all evidently used for the
tanning of hides.

Against the low wall opposite is a Triclinium,
or a small room , so called because made for three
persons, but not separate from the workshops,
but simply set apart for refreshments, which
from its situation , being placed in the middle of
the south- western peristy lum (which is a place
surrounded with pillars and a portico) you could
overlook the whole of the working premises, as
well as the workmen.

There is nothing fu r ther to remark upon the
triclinium , as far as regards its construction ,
it contained the three refreshment sophas, called
lecti , which were placed in horse-shoe form , and
in this room was found the work of art , which
looked toward s the (court) yard, and was in the
middle of the refreshment table. There was no
other decoration found beside it which could lead
one to suppose it had a reference to the K.K.,
which I render as meaning Royal Craft (Kceing s
Kraft) , except a cut marble block , of rectangular
shape, which is not completel y finished on one
side, and which was found opposite to the chief
entrance , on the ground in the perysty le of the
corner angle by the two rows of plaster pillars ;
but it most likely happened to lay there by
chance, because it was in no way fixed , and there
is no trace that this place was made for it. It
differs in no way fro m several stones which arc
found in other localities , as at the post office ,
etc. ; besides the way it is cut is such that it
could neither be called " square cut nor roug h
uncut." Through the whole of the description
it shows that it does not stand in any relation to
any system of secret rite. The building is not
ornamental or beautiful in any part ; on the
contra ry, it is void of elegance. Again , the
locality is not isolated in any way, for it has four
entrances, which were all in communication with
the working apartments, and to all appearance
was planned f or business purposes ; all its sur-
roundings are uncovered , and it simply has the
character of a large mercantile establishment.
The whole is nothing more than a workshop or
manufactory, and like unto many others • but in
no manner does it lead one to suppose it was a
place for the meeting of mystic rites ; nor yet
does the part in which the Mosaic was found
show that it served as decoration for anything of
an extraordinary kind. As stated before,
the triclinium is not even a private ap-
partment , but only an open space set
apart for meals, the same that is often found
in other peristy ls aud gardens. Tile dining
couches and tables are altogether of the ordinary
fashion , and you can imag ine that the princi pal
of the establishment used to dine there in fine
weather and was thus enabled to have a full view
of the whole of his men and the works at the
same time. For secret meetings no place was
more unfavourable. Notwithstanding, would it
not lead us to suppose that the possessor of the
Mosaic work of art found in this dining-place
might he not have had some acquaintance with
some secret assembly, without their being related
to symbolic Masonry .

To begin with the subject under consideration ,
we find that skulls and skeletons occurs some-
times , though not frequentl y, in ancient works
of art , without leading us to suppose that they
are in any way connected with secret assemblies ;
for instance, we find fac similes of skeletons on
urns vases, cut stones, glass, &c. Thus it is
not to be supposed that this ' Mosaic ' can have
any connection with Masonic symbolism.
Firstly, it is improbable that such an open
show should have been made of secret symbols

" die Geheivn S3*mboIs." Secondly, it would be
singular that other symbols of equal importance
should be missing. Thirdl y, sufficient explana-
tion may be found in similar objects, universally
made use ot among the ancients, without their
having any Masonic symbolism.

In the museum at Naples, just over the mo-
saic in question , we find anothe r in which a
skeleton with two jugs in its hand i.s depicted in
black on a white ground. In the " Museo Kirch-
eriano ," at Rome, is another one of nearl y life
size in a reclining position , and under it are the
words INQOI-CAYTON. On one. of the
Pompeian tombs we find that of a child with
the mother standing in front of it -, besides this
I might refer to Lessing, who quotes a number
of examples in his work , and how ancients re-
presented death.— '' Lessing 1769."—Such re-
presentations aro in no way secretly ritualistic ,
but the one now in question is still of some
importance.

In conclusion, and in collecting together, that
which we know, these signs become unintelli-
gible when brought into relationsh ip with Free-
masonry. 'In the place where the Mosaic was
found it evidentl y served for purposes quite
opposite to any conceived views in connection
with secrecy, from its being fixed on a dining
table. Besides the objects described on it are
such which have no reference whatever to Free-
masonry ,* and as such they have the mis-
sing link . Again all these emblematical
signs find an easy explanation , through the
general views held by the ancients, wbich are
in no way associated with Freemasonry. The
analogy is wanting, and even the most ardent
defender of Masonic rites cannot adopt the
meaning of the scul ptured mosaic. He would
find it to be an impossibility to trace any proofs
in support of his aigument , therefore it mast be
positively asserted that the Pompeian mosaic has
nothing whatever to do with the Royal Craft,
or of our modern rites in connection with
mediaeval times.

The wheel with butterfly wings is of a
similar meaning. The wheel is a symbol which
we often find in the old mythology, where
it stands as an attribute of Kronus and Fortuna ,
as the wheel of fortune for which it is best
known for Tyche or Fortuna. It represents
the run of time and symbolises the changes of
coming events, and also to their disappearing ;
further it indicates the fate and fortune of man-
kind , and this is the reason why f It is then
found in connection with the mysteries of the
ancients, as well as in their works of art (but
let us hope never more to be in union with
Freemasonry). In an old piece of poetry by
Plutarch , he says :—
" Dame fortune's wheel goes round and round

Like blades of grass her charms are found.
And flatteiing tales doth tell to you ;
She lifts you up and cuts you through.
She's merciless, her always doubt •
She's nothing less, than a turnabout. "

This is the reason why the goddess " Fortune
reigns and rules over the fate and fortune and
changes of mankind , as well as Nemesis, who
watches over the just ice of fate, represented by
a wheel, therefore the wheel, alone, alludes to
the working or agency of these divinities.

As regards the wings of the butterfly, we
know they are symbols of the soul, and appea r as
such in innumerable ancient works of art.
Psyche has butterflies' wings, and a butterfly
beside her , and very often she is represented as
a butterfl y. Sometimes we find the genius of
death accompanied by a butterfl y, as seen on some
tombs. In anothe r place on a pane of glass we see
a philosopher meditating about immortality, and
before him is lay ing a skull with a butter fly
resting on it. We now come to notice that part
of the object which is but ra rely depicted on an-
cient works of art—that is the square—This also
must have a symbolic meaning, which, however ,
is found without much difficulty, although I
may confess that I know of no other work or
object in which this instrument " als symbol
appears. On the other hand its representation
in this case is not the only one, as we find it on

* Here again the author of thearticle,and the translator
do not agree.



memorial plates and tombstones for a sign of the
workman , to whom it essentially belongs, and
in some cases you may see level and plumbline.

In Pompeii there are memorial tablets on the
outside of houses these are very frequent , for in-
stance, they show the tools of the mechanics.
Mosaic artists, smiths, masons, and carpenters.
On another we find an anvil , a wed ge, a shovel ,
and others a square , with plumbline. We also
find the same thing with other tools and symbols
on tombstones, for examp le in the " Museo
Kiircheriano," but here they are merely signs of
remembrance of those who have departed , and it
would be decidedly erroneous, were we to sup-
pose in such a case, that a hammer, rule, chisel
or square are secret symbols, and especially
those of Freemasonry, and I think such an
idea would be wrong in the case of our
Mosaic. The square in this case has
certainly a symbolic meaning, but only after
*.he manner of those commonly used, and thus
.asily to be exp lained by its relationshi p. To
prove this I shall have to refer to the two other
objects of the piece which are at the sides, on
one siae you see the insignia of a person of
mark , viz., the sceptre , a purple robe and head
dress, on the other side those of a poor man , a
rough cloak, and knapsack , and a stick. Now
let us consider that the thought of all these em-
blems and symbols of dissimilarity , divergen-
cies and vicissitudes of human fate and life,
in this world are all , after death, balanced and
squared up in the next, when all differences
cease to exist, and these views after their light
were no less familiar with the opinions of the
ancients than they are to us. For time, they
were (aug ht , abased the mighty, and lifted up
the lowly ; by and through hi gh moral virtues
si-e are taught the self same axioms. With one
ireath she takes fortune , honour , and riches
away, and gives or lavishes them on the head
nf another. Death , again, these ancients were
.aug ht to understand , was no respecter of per-
sons, for he knocked at the doors of palaces and
at the gates of the rich without discrimination ,
as well as at the cottage of the poor, and they
were further taug ht that under the sceptre of
Pluto, all distinctions of fortune ceased to exist ,
let us remember the words of Claudius , which
he addressed to Prosperine, who shared her
husband 's authority,
" To thy sway will bow the purp le-clad

seigneur , their splendour falls behind them ; so
also the poor with them must submit , for death
makes them all equal. To the guilty thy j udg-
ment , but to the holy and good thou shalt give
lasting rest."

Can we have any doubt as to the meaning of
the square and plumb-line on this piece of mosaic
art r lor on the left side of it we see the signs of
the rich , whilst on the right those of the poor
and lowl y ; between both we see the symbol of
death , the soul , the wheel of fortune or fate, and
all those emblems, rich and poor share alike,
and to which the same measure is given or
awarded to each without distinction of class.
lo delineate this more pointedl y we see on the
top a measure, or rule , and the sceptre, or
emblem of authority , which is held by
an arm , whilst on the other a coarse
garment, a sign of beggary or humble life ,
then the centre of the Mosaic is divided by the
plumb-line, making two equal halves, thus show-
ing by this division that justic e is equally
balanced , and inferrring that wealth may rest
equall y on the shoulders cf each, as well
as poverty, so life is symbolized by these
objects.

We cannot prove with any certainty that the
emblems hare depicted of the work of art in
question did not hold a place, or had a reference
to some secret rite , at least the proof of it is
missing ; many incidents tell against it , and in
no solitary instance does either of the signs
induce us to suppose we have any right to con-
clude that any distinct institution existed from
which we can infer the existence of a secret
tociety, acknowled ging these symbolic signs,
neither have we any record historicall y to verify
such an assumption.

The Romans had a custom to put sometimes
on their dinner tables, at banquets and on state
occasions, a skull, to remind you , as historians
assert, of death whilst in the midst of enjoyment ;

SOME ERRORS CONCERNING
MASONRY.

thus the skull on our mosaics is nothing extra-
ordinary . It was also destined to remind the
guests of the end of life, and to admonish them
to make a wise use of it,*

It is evident by the speech of the world that
some very mistaken ideas prevail in regard to
the character and functions of the Masonic In-
stitution. The outside public , giving but little
careful thought to the matter, render their harsh
jud gments upon a society which is but the crea-
ture of their own misapprehensions and preju-
dices. They criticise Masonry, deeming it to
be an organisation of selfishness—an alliance of
men who are pledged to stand by each other
throug h thick and thin , for ends of mutual profit ,
or honour , or power , as the case may be. They
oppose it, because they think it ministers to
human vanity and crime. In their thought a
manj oins the Masons and becomes .interested
therein , for much the same reasons that many
persons join a militia company , viz ¦ fondness
for the decorations and parades. A few, per-
haps, decry the institution on still weightier
grounds, holding it to be a society having some
direct object of evil in view, or at best deeming
it to be an assemblage of the baser sort, who
practice in secret certain wild orgies at which
the world would start back aghast could it but
see them.

It is hardl y necessary to affirm that these
and similar views are woeful misapprehensions of
the character and purposes of Masonry. Every
Craftsman knows, when he hears such jud gment
pronounced by the profane , that the facts do not
warrant the making up of so harsh a verdict. He
understands full well that the whole tenour of
Masonry is opposed to the practices and aims
often ascribed to it by the ignorant and thought-
less, and that it has altogether different and
higher objects in view..

But does every Mason clearly sec and full y
realize what is the real genius of tlie Institution
to which, perhaps, he is devotedly attached ?
Are there not some on the inside, as well as
many on the outside, who make grave mistakes
in the jud gments which they form concerning
the character and purposes of Masonry ? To
specify some of these errors on the part of the
Craft themselves is the obj ect we have in view in
writing the present article.

i. In every considerable communion of Ma-
sons there will be found some advocates of the
theory that Masonry associates men together
chiefl y for this purpose , that their material and
financial condition may be improved. It is re-
garded by them as a sort of mutual beneficial
society, taking membershi p in which , they ex-
pect to promote their business interests, to be-
come the reci pients of its bounty in any t ime of
need. Those who adopt this view talk a good
deal about "practical Masonry ;" compare it un-
favourabl y with other societies, comp laining tha t
it does not make endowments , pay benefits, ancl
otherwise discharge the functions that belong
to a great organisation whose watchwords are
charity and mutual hel pfulness.

The class who indul ge most in such unfavour-
able comparisons and criticisms, begin with a
wrong estimate of the spirit and purport of the
institution. Masonry does preach the gospel
of a large charity , bids to exalted works of be-
nevolence, and opens the way to the exercise of
much brotherly sympathy and help—but it is
not a system of benefits and endowments, It
does not say to the initiate, pay so m uch, do so
much, and a certain recompense shall be re-
turned to you. It makes no formal graduation
of its benefits, and gives no definite promise of
material bestowments, as a means of attracting
men to come within its lines. It might be well
to do this- but such a defined syste m of interested
reci procity, of arbitrar y payments and receipts, is
forei gn to the character of Masonry .

2. Another class of Masons make the great
mistake of supposing they have merely joined a
sort of convivial club—that they have been ad-
mitted to companionshi p with a lot of generous

* If the author of this article was aci uainted with oui
higher grades he would not have mad' • this remark . |

fellows, who mean to cultivate each other's so-
ciety and have a good time generally. In their
mistaken thought, Masonry stands for pleasant
loung ing rooms ; for festive gatherings of one
sort and another, where the sp irit of a free, glad
companionship prevails - for opportunities of
eating, drinking, and smoking together, in the
restful atmosphere of some upper room fro m
which the outside world is excluded.

Those companionable occasions and practices
are proper adjuncts to Masonry ; but they neither
constitute its chief functions nor display its real
character. That brother 's vision is sadly limited
or perverted, who can only see Masonry in its
social aspects and festival garb, and who fails to
discern its broader capacity and purpose as calcu-
lated to minister to the intellectual and moral
side of life. Masonry enjoins fellowship and
sociability, and its calls from labour to refresh-
ment ought by no means to be abrid ged ; but
mere eating and drinking, and the satisfaction of
a pleasant companionshi p, are by no means the
principal obj ects for which the institution exists.
The brother of true discernment sees in the Fra-
ternity a means of making and ri pening ac-
quaintances ; of forming friendships; of
answering the demands of his social nature,
and therefore he rejoices in the sweet commun-
ions and festival occasions to which it prepares
the way. But he does not restrict the genius of
Masonry to these means and results, which are
but incidental to a nobler work that it is calcu-
lated to extort in moulding the character and the
life. It is a mistake to magnify a part and make
it appear to stand for the whole. Because
Masonry is well adapte d to meet the social pro-
pensities of human nature , is no ground for
assuming that this is the only mission it has to
perform.

We should take care not to narrow or mate-
rialize its character by dwelling too much cl-
one feature to the neglect of other and perhaps
superior elements that enter into its organic
structure. Masonry is a comprehensive system
that touches life on all sides, and only when thus
regarded does it appear in its rea l character and
true worth.

.3. Others make the mistake of supposing
Masonry and religion to be one and the same.
Only a few days since, a brother said in our
hearing, " Masonry is religion enoug h for me—
I go to the lodge, and therefore feel no call to
attend church." This is an erroneous view to
take, as it seems to us. Masonry was never
intended to take rank as one of the religions of
the world. It does not assume to be a system
of theology, nor does it seek to occupy the
place which is justl y held by the Church of the
Living God. It places the Bible on all its altars,
calls reverently and in faith upon the great name
of Deity, but it is very f a r  f rom say ing that
such faith and exercise are all that the religious
nature of man needs. It imposes duties of
manifold and important character , but it makes
no pretensions that these requirements constitute
the full code of Christian ethics. In fact the
Masonic Institution was never intended to sup-
ply the place of rel igion, or to displace the
chu rch, or to afford the sufficient means of pro-
viding for man 's spiritual wants.

Those who call Masonry and religion synony-
mous, who imp ly by their words or actions that
there is no need of any other faith or worship
than that which is supp lied by the lodge, do the
institution a grevious wrong, and woefully
misapprehend its character , as well as the claims
of true religion. Of course, Masonry is not
irreligious , as our enemies assert. It points
towards faith and devotion—toward worship and
God. It inculcates high moral obligations, and
plants itself squarel y on the eternal princi ples of
truth and virtue. But it aims not to usurp the
functions of the church, nor to take the place of
revealed religion in ministering to the spiritual
side of human nature. They do no favour to the
fraternity who ascribe to it a position which is
out of accord with its natural character, and be-
yond its legitimate province.

Thus we have considered some of the errors
concerning Masonry, which are noticeable even
among its own disciples. These mistakes all
arise by the placing of undue stress on some
special attribute of the Order, instead of regard-
ing the system as one comprehensive whole, and



so bring ing out the various parts in the popu lar
relations and harmony. Masonry is many-sided.
Its mission is to the reason and the imag ination ,
as well as to the social feelings and sympathies ;
and it takes on both an intellectual and moral
character. It does not assume to occupy all the
ground either of culture or religion. Yet its
purposes and functions are sufficiently broad , its
work sufficiently beneficent , to entitle it to
the hearty allegiance of those who should honour
the institution both for love's sake and for truth ' s
sake.—Freemasons ' Repository.

ANTIQUITY AND ADAPTATION.

BRO . W M. R OUNSEVILLE .

It matters little whether Masonry originated
among the priests of Egypt, the Thugs of India,
the philosophers of Greece, the Hebrews of Ca-
naan, the merchants of Phoenicia , or at the "Apple
Tree Tavern," in London ; whether it was born
in the Garden of Eden, among the mountains of
Abyssinia , in the civilized cities of Greece, in the
plains of Hindostan , on the hills of Palestine, or
in the streets of the metropolis ot the British
realm. It matters little whether it is as old as
creation ; whether it was born in Solomon's time
or in the reign of Sesotons ; whether it was
coeval with the pyramids or with the Bunker
Hill monument ; whether its nativity be dated
six thousand years ago, or in " 17 17-"

It may form an interesting question for solu-
tion by the anti quarian or historian—when and
where, and by whom was Masonry first estab-
lished ? It might be a pleasure and a gratifica-
tion to those interested in the growth and
progress of the Fraternity, to be able to trace it
in all its ramifications , from its conception to
its present position of power and influence.
Those who throw the light of history on its
path , give us pleasure and deserve well of their
brethren and the world for their labours, and we
would not have them, for a moment, intermit
their efforts to roll away the dense cloud that
overshadows the past of Masonry. But , after all,
that is not the great question to be answered
to-day.

Masonry may be ancient as Baby lon—as
venerable as the pyramids—and yet be of little
use to this age and the present population of the
globe. How many associations of the olden
time, had they been continued to the present
day would have been of practical value ? Not
many. More age does not command respect.
It must be coupled with worth to ensure con-
sideration. Neither will anti quity prove that
Masonry is for this age and people. We may
agree that the fact of its having long existed
proves its value : but evil things have been aged ,
and white locks frequently shadow the brow of
the fool or the criminal.

The great question as regards our Institution
now, is not how old it is; neither is it whether
it has been adapted to the condition of mankind
in the past ; but whether it is needful and bene-
ficial to human progress and human prosperity
now. This question being answered in the
affirmative , Masonry is worthy of the support of
philanthropists everywhere • if answered truly in
the negative, it is unworthy of countenance—no
matter how beneficial it may have proved itself
in times past.

How ought this question to be answered ?
What does truth require in the premises ? Ma-
sonry is, professedly and confessedly, a benevo-
lent institution. It teaches that it is the impera-
tive duty of each person to care for and assist a
needy fellow creature , It teaches that mankind
are brethren , and, as such, are bound to extend
aid to each other in the day of adversity. By
most impressive rites and appropriate symbols , it
impresses these duties upon the minds and con-
sciences of the members, and , by regulations
proved practical by experience, these duties are
ever kept clearly and plainly before them :
" When they lie down and they rise up ; when
they go out and when they come in."

Tho intention of the society is to make men
more benevolent. We believe the intention is
fulfilled ; indeed it can hardl y be otherwise.
The lessons received in the lodge will naturall y
have their designed effect. A score, or a hun-

dred persons come regularly together, and con-
sult concerning the wants and the needs of their
brethren and friends. The needy are hel ped ,
the despondent encouraged , and the hungry fed.
They meet regularly. These matters are talked
over at every meeting. Thus, a habit of think-
ing of the needy and of ministering to their
wants is formed , and it becomes an important
part of the business of those who voluntaril y put
themselves into this process of training to do the
w ork of benevolence. Having placed them-
selves under obligation to do these generous
works, and having banded themselves together
for that purpose, the result is found in the more
humane line of action which they exhibit. That
Masons give for benevolent and charitable pur-
poses, outside of their lodge payments, as much
as others, not members, is a fact which, so far
as we know, has never been denied. That they
give more, according to their means, than
non-society men, we have no doubt. Every
subscri ption list for charitable purposes circulated
in a place where a lodge is in existence, will
bear us out in that belief. We say this, not in
a spirit of boasting, but because it shows that the
professions of benevolence 'put forth by Freema-
sons are not empty ones. My own observation
would prove that Masons generally give double
the amount which could be exacted of them on
an impartial assessment. But we will place the
amount of these gifts at the same figures with
others not members of the lodge. Then we
shall , of course, have to give the lodge ctedit for
all that is contributed to charity within it, for if
there had been no lodge these contributions
would never have been made. Thus we find
that Masonry adds very materially to the treasury
of charity. It seems like a work of supereroga-
tion to say a word as to the need for , and the
benefit of, an institution of this kind in the
present condition of mankind. But perhaps a
word will not be out of place, for the good people
are slow to admit the benefits conferred by our
Order.

We can imagine a state of society which
would not require such an institution as Ma-
sonry to exist. Were every one disposed to be
governed , in act and word , by the Saviour 's
Golden Rule, there would be no need of Ma-
sonry. Were all honest and charitable , read y to
relieve distress wherever seen, Masonry's occupa-
tion would be gone. But a blind , unfeeling selfish-
ness pervades the minds of men. Self is ever
present with most persons. The voice of the
poor and needy is smothered by the noise of
business and of greed , and their cry is not heard
by those who have the means to be, and who
ought to be, their benefactors. Not a week
before preparing this article a woman, in this
land of plenty, died of starvation , surrounded by
those, the crumbs from whose tables would have
given the needed sustenance to preserve life.
She had saved the lives of her children by giving
them all she had been able to gather. Can we
say that where such things happen—and this is
but one of many of the same class—that there is
no need of such a benevolent organization as
Masonry has been proved to be ? Shall
we demolish Masonry at the beck of the
fanatical , qne-idead opponents, while mothers
starve, surrounded by their famishing children >
Did Masonry do as some of its enemies
falsely charge, and only care for its own members
and their families , still it would be a good insti-
tution , and worthy of being sustained. If every
head of a family provided well for his own,
there would be no suffering in poverty ; did
every society see that its own members were
supplied, there would be much less suffering
than now prevails. Masonry does this ; some
other societies do not. Even church sometimes
forgets the invalid brother who suffers from
sickness, or the weakly sister whose sands of
life have nearly run out, thoug h we are glad to
be able to state our conviction that such neglect
is far less common than it was in years gone by.
Relig ion has become less doctrinal and more
practical than formerl y. In this parti cular the
church may have learned and practised a valu-
able lesson from the lodge—a lesson which they
ought to have learned to practice long ages ago
—that charit/ is greater than either faith or
hope, and abides for ever.

We think w. have the right to conclude from

the considerations so briefly expressed that Ma-
sonry, whether it be ancient or modern, is
adapted to this age ; that the world needs it as a
school of benevolence and charity ; that it
materially hel ps forward the car of human pro-
gress ; that it, to a great degree, assuages the
woes of poverty, and feeds the hungry and
clothes the naked. As long as poverty and want
prevail—"as long as penury has a want to
relieve or sorrow a tear to dry "—the world will
need Masonry to assist in the holy work . And,
though the bigot may rage and the fanatic curse,
Masonry will survive until that period shall come
when distress shall have ended and relief shall
not be needed.— Voice of Masonry.

EXCAVATIONS AT MYCEN/E.

Antiquity, as if to chide our busy present and
scheming future, has suddenly made a splendid
revelation. A faithful devotee has struck the
ground with his divining rod, and brought to
li ght a treasury hitherto supposed to be fabulous,
or rifled ages ago. All at once Mycenae is found
to be a reality. People had forgotten that some
of the powers which they believed to be emi-
nently destructive are, in truth, the most con-
servative. War, anarchy, neglect, barbarism,
oblivion most of all , often bury to preserve.
Mycenae always fared ill. Even before the Tro-
j an war it had suffered by revolution and sedi-
tion. From the unsung ages before Agamem-
non, it emerged into a flash of glory, instantly
quenched in crimes and catastrophes. Even
then its greatness was rather traditional than
real , for the twin city of Argos was increasing,
while Mycenae, instead of living hosts, had its
Cyclopean walls, its colossal edifices, and the
neighbouring Temple of Juno , which it still
held in partnershi p with its more prosperous
neighbour. The terrible legend that the Athen-
ian nlaveoers were never tired of hearing recited
in every stage of the history and every form of
the dramatic art seemed to throw a dark spell
over the locality. A long decay was only con-
summated when the Argives, jealous, it is said
—though why jealous it is hard to say—laid
the city waste, nearly five centuries before
the Christian era. Strabo, in the time of
Augustus, spoke of the site itself as doubt-
ful. But gold had been buried there, and of
that it may be truly said that its spirit never
ceases to hover about the sepulchre. That tra-
dition never dies. The whole Peloponnesus has
shared the decay of its once most famous city,
and travellers, merchants, philosophers, artists,
and the whole tribe of wanderers have only
sighted or touched the peninsula to fly oft* to
Athens, or across the sea to Ionian cities or Tro-
jan plains. Chandler, a most careful and con-
scientious traveller, as well as thoroughly in-
formed, with Pausanius and all the authorities at
his side, and his eyes open to every promising
object, closes his chapter on Mycenae with the
confession that he missed the site he had been
looking for :—"On reviewing our journey, I
found with regret that Mycenae was at no great
distance on our right when we entered between
the mountains." Before and even since his time,
Greeks, barbarians , Turks, and Albanians have
found the very spot indeed, and thrown every-
thing about in the wildest confusion , only to
desist within a few inches from the great prize of
all. Our ancestors might have suspected that
some misleading genie, like the instinct ascribed
to certain birds, had all these ages been baffling
the curiosity of prying visitors, by distracting
their attention and putting them on one false
scent or another, till in fulness of time the great
King of Men who found a bard in Homer, should
have his royal state once more shewn to the
world by Dr. Schliemann.

History tells of many such obsequies as are
here brought to light, but they are hardly credited.
Survivors are heartless, rapacious. Courts are
not often thc schools of sentiment. It is easier,,
too, to say that the accumulated wealth of a
reign lias been buried with its owner than to do
it. Would Clyteronestra, faithless herself, bury
her faithless lord in this gorgeous fashion !
Would she make Cassandra the sharer of such
a pomp ? That is the tradition , and here
are the facts, which are at least in keeping. By



the removal of some slabs there is found , a few
inches below the surface, or below what was the
surface, a whole museum of precious antiquities,
in every sense precious. The mere value of the
metal to be melted down is several thousand
pounds, but that is nothing to the historical and
artist ic value. As the discoverer truly says, the
collection will add even to the unequalled and
inexhaustible attraction s of the Hellenic cap-
ital. Here are found lying the gigantic heroes
we read of and hardly believed in , with not
only their entire armour of gold and bronze, but
with all their ornaments and furniture, whether
of festivity or State ; their offerings to their
tutelary gods, and everything they had fondly
cherished in their lifetime. In countless pro-
fusion lie shields, breastplates, shield and sword
belts, plates and leaves of gold for the m ore
flexible parts of the body armour, gold pins,
buttons, sword hilts, lances and swords in gold
and bronze, gold statuettes of quaint and fanciful
device, unique specimens of unknown epochs of
art, double cups, goblets, immense vases in gold
and bronze, and , most significant of all—per-
haps to propitiate the divine guardian of the
tomb—the silver head and gold horns of the
animal sacred to the ox-eyed goddess. Precious
as the metal was, and still is, the workmanship
surpasses it. Bronze, it is needless to say, had a
greater value in those days than it has now,
when it comes low in the third rank after gold
and silver. That is not surprising when it is
considered that, so far as can be ascertained ,
every bit of ancient bronze —or brass, as it is
improperly called in the authorized version—con-
tained a proportion of British tin. From the
famous transaction between Diomedes and
Glaucus it appears that while a suit of gold
.rmour could be bought for a hundred of cattle,
one of bronze would cost nine, thus raising
the proportionate value of the inferior metal
to one eleventh. But among these orna-
ments of war and peace are other relics
even more interesting. Have we indeed the
whole jewel-box and toilet of the ill-fated
prophetess who told every body his doom and her
own in vain , and who suffered the additional
misery of foreknowing all the misery to come ?
Cassandra is here—a fairy-like form , with all
her pretty trinkets, her earrings, necklaces,
bracelets, hair-pins, lockets, and clasps. It was
Clytemnestra that buried them with her, soon
to follow her to the same tomb; for the
daughter of Tyndarus and sister of Helen is
here. Strangest of all , the hero himself, Aga-
memnon, remains, and is found to be just such
t giant as a hundred chiefs would choose for
;heir leader—a head and shoulders taller than
all. It has alway s been impossible to believe
that any ordinary man could put on Achilles
such an atrocious injury and such a gross affront
as the poet records. The incident has at least
some corroboration in the bulk of thc man.
The bones must have been iron to survive to
this day. Dr. Schliemann is still at work, most
liberall y assisted, though almost overdone with
the control of that assistance. Every day brings
to light the ornaments, not of Kings and Queens
only, but of a whole court and people, as if
lavished on the open grave. The curious varieties
in the form of the prevailing idol will probably
help to elucidate the question which sorelv
puzzled the Father of History himself—viz.,
whence the Greeks derived their mythology.
These discoveries only confirm his belief that it
came from Egypt. The Greeks made Juno
their own, but there can be little doubt she was
in Egyptian long before the Trojan War.

But why was the discovery reserved for the
latter end of the ioth century ? It is made in
the very nick of time. What is it that all
Europe is looking for ? It is the King of Men,
the great head of the Hellenic race, the man
whom a thousand galleys and a hundred thou-
sand men submitted to on a simp le recognition
of his personal qualities, and obeyed for ten long
years. Here are his arms, his shield , and all his
familiar accoutrements, as well as the sword and
other weapons that had become in a manner
part of his own natura l frame. It was onl y a
mile and a half from the very spot where these
're found that Pythagoras walked one day into
bo Temple of Juno, and recognised for his own

»hield he had carried in the Trojan War

under the form of Euphorbus, who perished by
the hand of Menelaus. Let the shield of
Agamemnon be hung up amid a number of
other shields of anti que form. Let the greatest
men of this not degenerate age be invited to
prove their true identity . The man who, as
soon as he enters, can single out the shield of
the King of Men, and say, "That is mine," must
be the man to head the entire Greek race and the
races mixed with it in their impending struggle
with the remnant of the Asiatic Power. It must
be a true Philhellene, a scholar, a tradesman , a
man of unflinching courage and irrepressible en-
terprise, full of resources, and ready to look in
the face a rival or a foe. He must have sat at
Homer s feet and learnt his law as Pelides did
the learned Centaur 's. The man who can chal-
lenge for his own the Shield of Agamemnon, now
waiting for the challenge, is the true Emperor of
the East, and our easiest escape fro m our pre-
sent difficulties. — Times.

LANCASTER.— Moore Lodge (No. 14 6).
—The regular meeting of this lodge was held in
the Masonic Room , Athenaeum , on the 27th ult. In the
absence [of the W.M. (Bro. Simpson), P.G.R., Bro. W.
J. Sly, P.G.J.D., occupied the chair, the other members
present being Bros. K. Dean , S.VV. ; VV. Hall , J.W. ;
J. L. Bradshaw, M.O. ; R. Stanton , S.O. ; H. Long-
man , J.O. ; Dr. J. D. Moore, 310, P. Prov. G.J.W.,
Sec. ; J. Stanley, S.D. ; J. J. Croskell , J.D. ; and J.
T. Jackson, I.G. Thc lodge having been opened in due
form , the minutes of previous meeting were read and con-
firmed. The ballot was then taken for Bro. A. K. Allin-
son , and being unanimous , he was dul y advanced to the
honourable degree of a Mark Mason. A lodge of
emergency having been called for the Oth inst., and other
business transacted , the lodge was closed in due form.

ff lnxK Utaaonxjt.

Querent anli Urccjrtcb lite.

LANCASTER.—Philips Rose Croix Chap-
ter, 180.—A meeting of this chapter was held in
the Masonic Rooms, Athena-urn, on Wednesday, thc 29th
ult. Bro. E. Airey, the M.W.S., presided , and there
were also present Bros. Dn J. D. Moore , 310 ; W. J.
Sly, H. Loncman , A. L. P. Dodson, I. Bcelcv. and R.
Taylor. Bros. James M. Moore , of Derby ;  John Tilly,
of Ceylon; and Lieut. G. H. Chi ppindall , 3rd Buffs , were
duly elected , and received the Degree of Rose Croix from
the M.E.W.S. The third point was then given under the
direction of Bro. Dr. J. D. Moore, 310, and thc other
business having been gone through, the lodge closed in
due form.

Urotlmtb.
DUMBARTON. — Lodge Kilwinning (No.

18).—This lodge met on Friday, the 15th inst., for the
annual election and installation of office-bearers , when the
following were duly installed by Bro. Stewart, W.M. of
32, Alexander and Bonhill , viz. : Bros. William Hodge,
W.M. j John Johnston , D.M. ; R. B. Thomson , S.M. ;
Tnhn M'Pall. S.W. ; Willintn Pa mnlii.il I W . TJ-IU:..™
Baird , Tyler ; R. MTarlanc , S.; Hugh M. Williamson ,
C.; James Thomson , S.D. ; David Thomson , J.D. ; Ii.
Sturrock , B.B. ; P. Cameron , S.S.; P. Collins , J.S.; J.
Jackson , S.B. j J. Howell , I.G. j J. Buchanan , Tyler.
Bro. Stewart performed the ceremony in a masterly style,
and was afterwards unanimously elected an honorary
member of No. 18 and dul y admitted.

DALRY.—Blair Lod ge (No. 290).—Thc annual
election of office-bearers took place on Thursday, the 14th
inst., when the following were dul y installed :—f. M.
M'Cosh , W.M. i Robert Graham , P.W.M. ; VV. J.
Hunter , Depute W.M. ; W. Logan , S.W. ; J. Baxter,
J.W. j Thomas Stcen , Tieasurer ; James Muir , Secre-
tary j Walter Morrison , Chaplain ; W. Olliver, S.D. ;
James Boyd, J.D. ; John Scott, S.S. ; S. Byars, J.S. ;
D. Polland and J. Stewart, Assistant Stewards ; George
Crawford , Inner Guard ; Hugh Logan, Tyler. At
the anniversary meeting of thc lod ge there were deputa-
tions present from various lodges in thc district. Thc
brethren walked in procession through the princi pal
streets, escorted by thc instrumental band and a number
of torch-beare rs.

LOCHGELLY.—Lodge Minto (No. 385). — The
annual meeting of this lodge was held in the lodge-room
on thc evening of Tuesday, the nth inst., for the purpose
of nominating office-bearers for the ensuing year. There
was a full muster of the brethren , and thc following were
duly proposed and seconded to fill the various offices ,
viz. :—Wm. Bethune , W.M. ; Thomas Brand , P.M. ;
James Angus , D.M.; Andrew Leitch , S.M.; James
Tullis, S.W. ; James Davidson , J.W. ; John Nicol ,
Treas.; John Adam , Sec. ; Robert Ferguson , Chap-
lain ; Robert Aitken , S.D. j Alexander Beverid ge, J.D.;
James Smith , S.S. ; Andrew Adam , J.S. ; Thomas
M'Gee, Architect ; William Penman , I.G. ; William
Clark, Tyler.

GLASGOW.—Lodge Clydesdale (No. 556).—
The election of office-bearers of thi slodgc for thc ensuing
Masonic year took place on Tuesday evening, the 12th
inst., within th eir own hall at No. 106, Rose-street, South
Side. The lodge having been opened in the E.A. degree,
and the minutes of previous meeting read and passed ,
Bro. G. H. C. M'Naught, one of the auditors of the lodge
accounts, made a statement , from which it appeared that
the income of the lodge during the past year had been
£62 17s. iojd., and the expenditure during the same
period £58 13s. 4_ d., showing a balance in favour of in-
come of £4 4s. 6d. There had been some extraordinary
expenditure since last year's audit , but in spite of this
there was a net balance at present at the credit of thc
lod ge of £30 is. 2d. The books were in a very satis-
factory condition , and reflected great credit on both Treas-
urer and Secretary, as did the position of the lodge gene-
rally upon all the office-bearers , from the W. Master
downwards. The adoption of the Auditors' report was
then moved , seconded , and unanimously carried , and a
vote of thanks to those brethren carried by acclamation.
votes of thanks were also awarded to the Treasurer and
Secretary, and to the W. Master (Bro. William Philli ps)
for his zealous management of the lodge hall as factor.
The election proceedings then commenced , the following
being the new list as thereby determined :—Bros. William
Philli ps, W.M. ; Robert Gardiner, D.M. ; William Hart,
S.M. ; Thomas Phillips, S.W. ; John M'Kechnie, J.W.;
W. S. Groggans, Treas. ; Alexander Moore, Sec. ; John
Webster, Chap. ; Hugh Reid , S.D. ; John Gardiner, J.D. ;
Andrew Gillespie, B.B. ; Robert Middleton , P.G.S. ; Hugh
Mayben , Std . Br. ; George Geddes, Architect ; John
M'Millan , S.S. ; Andrew Malcolm, J.S. ; W. T. Middleton ,
Conductor of Music ; Robert Wilson , I.G. ; W. Graham ,
Tyler. As bad been expected , the occasion was an ex-
citing one, no fewer than twel ve out of the eighteen
offices in all being contested. In the contest for the chair,
which was, of course, the great event of the evening,
140 brethren voted , namely, 68 for Bro. John B. M'Naught,
and 72 for Bro. Wm. Phillips , who was thus reinstated in
his position by a majority of four. Last year, between
the same two brethren , the majority in favour of Bro.
Phillips was only one. At the close of the election , it
was moved by Bro. Phillips, seconded by Bro. J. B.
M'Naug ht, and unanimously agreed to, that Bro. G. W.
Wheeler (73) and George Steen (592) be affiliated as
honorary members of Lodge Clydesdale, which was
done accordingly, they receiving the obligation at thc
hands of the VV. Master. The newly elected W.M.,
D.M., and S.M. having been duly installed into office by
Bro. Wheeler, the lodge was called from labour to re-
freshment , and a pleasant hour was spent, the health of
thc W.M. being proposed in eloquent terms by Bro. Colin
M'Kenzic, of Lodge Caledonian Railway, No. 354, and
pledged in a bumper.

GLASGOW.—Lodge Scotia (No. 178).—The
election and installation of office-bearers in connection
with this lodge took place within the hall of Lodge Star,
at 12 , Tron gate, on Wednesday evening, the 13th inst.
Thc following is the list as then decided :—William Hart,
W.M. j John Miller, P.M. j John Logan, Dep. Master
Peter Hepburn , Sub. Master j Hugh Killin , Sen. Warden ;
William M'Donald , Jun. Warden ; Robt. M'Ewan, Treas.!;
David Hanson , Sec. ; William King, jun. , Sen. Deacon ;
Daniel Gillies, Jun. Deacon ; James M'Leish, Chaplain ;
William King, senior, B. Bearer ; Andrew Whyte, P.G.
Steward ; Thomas Meek, Standard Bearer ; John Hamil-
ton, Sen. Steward ; Andrew Dougan, Jun. Steward ; Wm.
Albert Jones, Inner Guard ; Wm. Irvine , Tyler. The
ceremony of installation was conducted by Bro. John
Morgan, I.P.M. Lodge Star, 219, and acting Prov. Grand
Secretary, to whom , on thc motion of the W.M., Bro.
Hart , a hearty vote of thanks was accorded for the very
efficient manner in which he had performed thc duties
connected therewith.

K.ILBARCHAN.—Lodge St. Barchan (No.
1 s61.—The annual treneral meetintr of this lodpe was held
in their lodge-room on the evening of 30th ult. In the
unavoidable absence of the W.M., Bro. Wm. Lewis, M.D.,
who has been ill of typhoid fever for some time past , the
chair was occupied by Bro. D. Cunning ham, I.P.M., who
was supported by the other office-bearers and a good
turn-out of brethren. The minutes of previous meetings
having been read and approved of , the balance sheet for
the past year was submitted , from which it appeared that
thc lodge was in a most flourishing state. The meeting
then proceeded to the election of office-bearers with the fol-
lowing result :—Bro. William Lewis, M.D., was unani-
mously re-elected W.M. Thc other office-bearers were
elected as follows : — Andrew Buchanan , D.M.; D.
Cunning ham, P.M. ; D. Scrymgcour, S.M. ; J. Wylie,
S.W. ; J. Barbour, J.W. ; W. Kirkland , Treas. ; A.
Grant , Sec. ; Jas. Stevenson, S.D. ; Jno. Stevenson ,
J.D. ; Peter Woodrow, Architect ; Jno. Hill , B.B. ;
Harry Gilmour, S.B. ; Robt. Craig, S.S. ; Jno. Orr,
J.S. ; Jno. Lindsay, I.G. ; Andrew Mitchell , Tyler. A
vote of thanks having been passed to the "W.M. for thc
zealous manner in which he had fulfilled the duties of his
office during thc past year, thc lodge was thereafter closed
in due form .

The will of Bro. Robert Barclay, late of No. 9,
College-hill , Cannon-street , stationer , and of Hill-side,
Reigate, who died on the nth ult., was proved on the
24th ul ( . by Mrs. Sarah Matilda Barclay, the widow, and
Mr. Theodore Frv. the executors, the nersonal estate
being sworn under £40,030. The testator bequeaths to
his wife, his horses, carriages, plate, househol d furniture
and effects , certain balances at his bankers , and £1000 ;
he also leaves her thc income of the rest of his property
for life, and on her death the capital is to be divided be-
tween his children in equal shares.— City Press.



" Ticket , ma'am ."' said the conductor.
" Yes, sir, in one moment ;" and Mrs. Herbert sought in

her pocket for her portmannaie , in which she had deposi-
ted the article in q-j estion. But it had mystericusl y dis-
appeared , and th. lady arose hastil y, and gave a rapid
and searching glance under and about her.

" O, sir, I have lost my ticket ; and not only that , but
my money and check for my baggage."

The conductor was a young man who had been but a
few weeks upon the road in his present capacity, and felt
himself greatly elevated in his position. He prided him-
self on his ability to detect any person in an attempt to
avoid the payment of the regular fare, and had earnestly
wished that an opportunity might be offered winch would
enable him to prove his superior power of penetration , and
the ease with which he could detect imposition. Here,
then , was a Case just suited to his mind ; and he watched
Mrs. Herbert with a cold , scrutinizing, suspicious eye,
while she was searching so eagerly for the missing ticket.
With a still extended hand he said , " Must have your fare,
madam."

" But, sir, I have no money ; 1 cannot pay you."
" How far do you wish to go ? " he asked.
" I am on my way to Boston , where I reside. I have

been visiting relatives in Wisconsin."¦ "'Well, ' you can go no further on this train , unless you
can pay your fare."

A bright though t occurred to Mrs. Herbert. "I will
place my watch in your keeping," she said ; "when I reach
Detroit I will pawn it for money to pursue my journey.
My husband will send for and redeem-it."

" That will do," said the conductor. "I will take your
watch and give you a check to Detroit. I h ave no au-
thority to do so from the railway company, but may upon
my own responsibility." :

But Mrs. Herbert's embarrassment vvas not to be. re-
lieved so readily as she hoped. Searching for her watch ,
that, also, was not to be found.

" Oh, what shall I do ? " she said, her face growing very
pale. " My watch is gone, too ! I must have been
robbed in Chicago."

" You can leave the train at. the next station ," he said ,
quickly and decidedly ; " that's what you can do."

The whistle sounded down brakes, and the conductor
stepped on to the plalform of the- car. Mrs. Herbert
looked around her. There were a few passengers in the
car ; some were reading, some looking out of the windows
on the town they were just entering. No one seemed to
have heard the conversation between the conductor and
herself , or, at least, to have become interested in her
behalf.

The train stopped , thc conductor appeared , a,_l taking
the shawl and travelling basket from the rack above her
head, bade her to follow him. In ten minutes more thc
train had gone, and Mrs. Herbert sat alone in L 
depot , trying to decide upon the course best to pursue. She
had no money to defray her expenses at a hotel ; she had
nothing with which to pay a hackman for taking her to
one; but after a few minutes', reflection she resolved to
inquire for the residence of a clergyman of that church of
which she herself was a member, and ask him in the name
of Christian charity and kindness , to give her a home until
she could send a telegram to her husband , and he could
furnish her with means to pursue her journey.

Inquiring of thc ticket agent thc name of the clergyman
she hoped to find , being politely directed to his house, she
was soon at his door and rung thc bell. He answered the
summons in person , and in a few hurried sentences she
made known her misfortune and her request.

The Rev. Mr. R was thin , tall , and straight. He
was apparentl y about forty-five years of age ; polished ,
but pompous ; no particles of dust could be found on his
fine black broadcloth or nicel y polished boots ; the tie
in his ciavat was faultless ; his hair was brushed carefull y
fomard to conceal coming baldness. Very di gnified , very
important , very ministerial appeared the reverend gentle-
man : but as Mrs. Herbert looked into his cold , grey eyes,
she felt that benevolence was by n_ means as strong an
clement in his composition as selfishness. Her heart seemed
to chill in his presence ; she could not help contrasting
him , mentally, with the good Mr. Weston , who was pastor
of her own church at home. Ah , not often had the han d
now thrust into the bosom of the tight-buttoned dress
coat been prompted by the cold heart beneath it to place a
bri ght coin upon the pal m of beggared childhood ; not
often had his footsteps found their way to poverty 's door ;
yet this unworth y repre sentative of the Christian church
preached charity to his rich congregation at least twice
every Sabbath , and , so far as himself was concerned , made
preaching supp ly the place of practice.
" Madam ," he said , after eyeing her from head to foot ,

" you have a pretty story , but the streets of L are full
of such stories at the present day. Did I listen to one-half
I hea r of the kind , I should have my house filled with
poor mendicants al! the time, and , perhaps, few of them
would be worth y of my respect; 1 cannot keep you as you
request."

Mrs. Herbert turned from the inhosp itable door of the
Rev. Mr. R . The cool insolence with which he had
treated her had almost driven courage from her heart ; but
she determined now to seek a hotel , where at least to rest
herself and decide upon some course of action. She had
eaten nothing since morning , indeed , she had not thought
of food ; but now she felt faint and weary, and the con-
sciousness that she was alone in a strange city, friendless
and penniless , with the shades of evening falling, quite un-
nervi d her. As she glanced up and down the street , thc
first thing that attracted her attention was—not a public-
house sign, but in large gilt letters the words—" Masonic
Hall." Her heart gave a quick, joyful jump. Her hus-

WHY MRS. HERBERT LOVED MASONRY. band belonged to the. Masonic fraternity, and she knew
that any duty a Mason owed to a brother he owed equall y
to that brother 's wife or daughter. She remembered also,
that to that noble Order she was indebted for nearl y all
the happ iness she had known in her life. But familiar as
she had been with its workings in her native city, she had
never realised its universality, and never understood how ,
like some great talismaiiic belt , it circles thc earth , em-
bracing all mankind in its protecting folds ; softening the
asperities of dissenting religionists , shedding the purp le
lig ht of love on the fierce rap ids of commercial life, en-
lightening and ennobling politicians , and harmonising
tlieir conllicting sentiments upon a sense of kindred.

Mrs. Herbert now paused irresolute. What would she
now. have given for a knowled ge of one mystic sign by
which to call her husband' s Masonic brothers to her side ?

Men were passing rapidly up and down the street ; ele-
gantly dressed ladies were out enjoy ing the delicious cool-
ness of thc evening, for the day had been sultry ; but
among all that busy throng there was not one whom she
felt at liberty to accost.

A gentleman was passing her, leading a little girl by
the hand. With a quick gesture she arrested his step.
She had observed nothing peculiar in the stranger's face ;
indeed , she had not noticed it at all ; but a Maltese cross
was suspended from his watch guard , and thc moment
she discovered it , she had involuntaril y lifted her hand to
prevent his passing her.

The stranger looked at her inquiring ly ; she pointed to
the cross and said, "That , sir, is wh y I stopped you ; will
you excuse me for addressing you, and please tell me if you
are a Mason ?"

" 1 am," he replied.
"Oh , sir, my husband is a Mason, and perhaps you will

be kind to your brother 's wife."
" Where does your husband live ?"
" In Boston. His name is G. W. Herbert ; and he is

of the firm of Herbert , Jackson , & Co., L street. I
was on my way to him from Wisconsin , but have been
robbed of the means of paying my fa re, and the conductor
refused to take me further. I have app lied to the Rev.
Mr. R , and he turned me insulting ly from the door."

"'l hc old hypocrite ," muttered the gentleman. " Mrs.
Herbert , my house is but a block distant , and it is at your
service. My wife will make you welcome and comfortable.
Will you accept our hospitality ? "

" O, sir, how gladly I " And half an hour later Mrs.
Herbert was refreshing herself at ihe well sprea d table of
Mr.Hcndcrson , first officer of Eureka Commandery, No. u.

When supper was over Mr. Henderson said to his wife,
" I will return immediately. Make Mrs. Herbert feel her-
self at home."

He walked directl y to the office ot the Western Union
Telegraph Company, and addressed the following message
to his brother in Boston -.—

" Is G. VV. Herbert , L street, a member of our
Order , and his wife in the VVest ? Answer immediately."

When Mr. Henderson returned home he found his wife
and Mrs. Herbert in an animated conversation ; and he
was surprised to note the change in the strange lady's
appearance now that she felt herself among friends. Her
f ace wore so genuine an impression of sweetness and
purity ; her conversation was so expressive of such lofty
sentiments , such real goodness of heart, and betrayed so
hi ghl y cultivated a mind , that Mr. Henderson found him-
self regretting that he had taken the precaution to send a
telegram to Boston in order to prove the truthfulness of
her statements. Mrs. Henderson seated herself at the
elegant piano , and alter performing several pieces, invited
Mrs. Herbert to play also. She gracefull y complied , and
after a low , sweet prelude , began to sing:—

" A stranger I was, but they kindl y received me."
She sang the piece entirely through , her voice quiver-

ing wilh emotion. Mr. and Airs. Henderson stood at her
side and the gentlemen said :—

" Mrs. Herbert , it is wc who are blessed in being per-
mitted to form thc acquaintance of so entertaining a
converser and musician. V ou aic not a stranger , but a
dear friend , a sister, my brother 's wife ; you have a right in
our home. A Kni ght Templar's house is ever open to thc
unfortunate. But you must :iot leave the piano yet ; play
another piece for us—your favourite."

"1 do not know that I have one."
"tour  husband's, then ," suggested Mrs. Henderson.
Again Mrs. Herbert 's practiced lingers swept the keys ,

and then her clear, lich voice arose in the popular Masonic
ode:

"Hail , Masonry divine."
As the last sweet echo died away, she arose saying,

"That is my husband's favourite."
Mr. Henderson was standing with his arm around his

wife's waist. Tears were in his eyes, and he drew closer
to her as he said , "O, Jennie , will ;you not learn to play
that piece for me:"

" But 1 could never make it sound like Mrs. Herbert ,"
she rep lied , " for you know I do not like Masonry."

" And wh y do you not like it ? " Mrs. Herbert ven-
tured to ask.

" Because it rises like a mountain between me and my
husband ; I am jealous of Masonry ! " And the glance
she cast upon him ar her side told Mrs. Herbert with what
depth of love this true wife regarded her husband , and
she almost pardoned her for her dislike of Masonry upon
thc ground she had mentioned. But she felt that Mrs.
Henderson vvas in error, and she said ,

" Will you allow me to tell you why 1 love Masonry ? "
" Oh , yes," rep lied Mrs Henderson , " I should be glad

to feel differentl y if I could; " and she. dre w a large arm
chair for Mrs. Herbert in front of thc sofa , upon which
she and her husband seated themselves .

Mrs. Herbert began : "M y father was a commission
merchant in Boston, and in consequence of. causes which
I never full y understood—for I was very young at the

time—he failed in business. Our beautiful home was
taken from us, and father removed mother and me to an
humble but comforiable cottage in the suburbs, while he
procured employment as clerk in a dry goods establish-
ment.

" He was disheartened by his sudden and heavy losses.
It was seldom , indec. , that he was heard to spea k cheer-
fully and hopefull y. His health declined , and before
we had ever dreamed of the threatening danger,
he was a confirmed consumptive. But he was a
Mason , and we were not allowed to feel that
his inability for labour had deprived us of the
comforts of our home. Supplies of provisions , clothing,
and fuel came regularly to our door. But one chill even-
ing in September we were gathered around the bedside to
take the last farewell. The friends of our prosperous
days were not there—they left us with our riches—but a
circle of true manly faces were there, and tears were
brushed aside which were the overflow of sympathising
hearts. I stood beside my grief-stricken mother, who
knelt beside the couch of death, her head bowed hel plessly
upon thc emaciated hand upon which she had depended
for guidance and protection. My father kissed me ten-
derl y, and turning to his Masonic brothers , said : ' I can
but leave my dear one in your care, and I know that I
can trust you. I feel that my poor Alice will not long
survive my loss, and thus this little one will be a helpless
waif on tbe great sea of humanity. 1 give her to you ,
not as the child of one, but of all—the lodge.'

" A few moments later I was fatherless. One of those
strong, noble men lifted me in his arms and bore mc
from thc room. I heard what my father had said , arid
although a child of hut seven years I comprehended it all.
I threw my arms around the good man's neck, who held
me so tenderly, and sobbed , ' Oh , sir, will you be my
father ." "

" Yes, my dear little girl ," he said , in a broken voice,
"you shall never want."

" My mother was a frail , delicate creature, and her con-
stant watching at my father's bedside, combined with the
last terrible shock, threw her into a fever, from which she
never recovered . We remained in our little cottage until my
sweet mother 's death , and my father's Masonic brothers
antici pated our every want. And when I was at last au
orphan , my new protectors took me away. All felt that I
was a sacred charge. I was placed under the charge of
thc most reliable instructors , and my health was carefull y
guarded . 1 lived in the house of him I asked to be my
father , and I believe he loved me as his child. When I
arrived at the age of twenty years I was married—with
the full approbation of my guardians—to Mr. Herbert ,
clerk in a dry goods house. The young man was honest and
attentive to his business—that was not quite ten years ago
—now he is a partner in the same house. VVc have an
elegant home, and every year our parlours are opened to
receive, with their families, the few who remain of those
who, at the time of my father 's death , were members of
the lodge to which he belonged. You understand now , my
friends , why I love Masonry ?"

Mrs. Henderson lifted up her eyes to those of her hus-
band ; he was looking at her so wistfully, so pleadingly.

" My dear wife," he said, " Mrs. Herbert 's case is but
one out of thousands. It is the aim of Masonry to relieve
the distressed every where, and to elevate ami ennoble them-
selves. Our labours take us often from the home circle,
but it would not be manly in us to spread a knowled ge of
the good we do. To many of the recipients of our charity
it would be bitter relief , if trumpeted forth to the world."

Mrs. Henderson placet both her hands in those of her
husband and said , her eyes filled with tears, " I will learn
to play that piece for you , ana I think I can give it some
of Mrs. Herbert 's expression , for I think differentl y of Ma-
sonry than I have ever done before."

The next morning, when breakfast was over, Mrs.
Herbert said , " Now, Mrs. Henderson , I must send an
immediate telegram to my husband , for I am very anxious
to meet him , and 1 must not trespass upon your generous
hospitality longer than is necessary."

" Will you entrust me with thc message ?"
" Yes, sir ; and it was soon ready."
"Ah ! I was about sending you thc answer to your

telegram to Boston ," said the operator to Mr. Henderson ,
as he entered the office. I le took the paper extended to-
wards him , and found thc message to read as fellows :—

" G. W. Herbert is a worthy Knight Templar. He
stands well sociall y and financiall y. His wife is in Wis-
consi n ?"

Mr. Henderson called upon a few Masonic friends , and
hastened home. Taking a roll of bills fro m his side
pocket , he laid them before Mrs. Herbert , saying, " 1 did
not send your message. I have taken thc liberty to draw
from the bank of Masonry a deposit made by your hus-
band for your benefit. "

" The bank of Masonry ! A deposit for my benefit ! I
d-- not understand you."

" Well , then , I will exp lain. Every dollar a man con-
tributes toward the support of the Masonic Institution is a
deposit to be drawn upon any time he or his family may
require i t ;  I know, positively, that your husband is a
worthy Mason , and this money—one hundred dollars—is
as really and truly yours as if he handed it to you himself.
If you wish to continue your journey to-day, I will see you
safely on the one o'clock train."

Mrs. Herbert's li ps quivered , and she only said , " Oh, I
shall be glad to go."

A week later the Secretary of the Eureka Commandery
announced to his brothers in regular conclave assembled ,
the receipt of a letter which he proceeded to read :

" M. L. Henderson , E.G., and the Sir Kni ghts of Eureka
Commandry, No. 12:

" I enclose you a cheque for one hundred dollars, the
amount so kindly furnished by you to my wife, who ar-
rived in sajety yesterday. ' My gratitude to y_ u - tor v0



timely sympathy and care is only equalled by her own,
who says th at her experience in your city has added a new
chapter to her reasons for loving Alasonry.

" Should any of you visit Boston , do noe fail to call upon
us , that we may return our thanks in person , and invite
you to tbe hospitalities of our home." — Our Home Com-
p anion.

The old adage that the '•' Wise men came from the
East," was exemp lified on the 14th inst. , when Bro. Blain
started a movement that oug ht to extend throughout the
length and breadth of the land , that of giving a concert on
behalf of the Alasonic Institutions.

Bro. Blain , anxious to assist those worthy institutions,
conceived the idea of getting up a concert, and thus afford-
ing his brother Alasons an opportunity of displaying their
generosity, an opportunity, which they liberally availed
themselves of. Of the concert itself , it is only necessary
to say that it was largely and fashionably attended, and
appeared to give every satisfaction to the crowded audience.
The artistes ' services were gratuitous , and evidently
did their best to please. Mesdames Royd, Wensley, Coyte
Turner and Harries particularly distinguishing themselves,
by their charming sing ing, Messrs. Hooper, Weigl,
Durger, Swarbreck, Palmer, and Farquharson, also con-
tributing to the success of the evening. We must not
omit to add that thc violin solos of Miss Cecile Bronsil ,
and the organ solos of Aliss Conves were much admired.
Miss Conves and Bro. Farquharson accompanied the songs
with their usual ability.

At the close of the concert, Bro. Binckes in a short
speech proposed a vote of (hanks to Bro. C. Blain for not
only thc success of the concert, but also for the pecuniary
results of his efforts , and expressed the hope that others
" would go and do likewise." Thanks were also given to
Bro. Moore and the other stewards who assisted in the
disposal of tickets, and seating the audience. The hall in
which thc concert took place is one of the handsomest in
London , and worthy to become thc head-quarters of East-
end Masons.

THE LO U D  CH A M B E R L A I N- A N D  THE THEATRES .—The
following are extracts from a letter addressed from the
Lord Chamberlain's Office, dated Dec. 16, 187 6, to a cor-
respondent who wrote to advise stringent precautions being
recommended by the Licenser of Theatres against pos-
sible fire or panic arising in the course of the Christmas
holidays, when crowded audiences may be expected to
assemble. Bro. George T. Hertslet , chief clerk , Lord
Chamberlain's Office , writes :—" This department having
always considered the question of the safety of the public
very carefully, has now naturally, in consequence of
the recent catastrophe at Brookl yn , turned its serious
attention to the question , with a view of intro-
ducing every possible means of preventing a similar
calamity here. The Lord Chamberlain furttur
desires me to enclose for your information a copy of
the regulations in existence with regard to theatres under
his jurisdiction , together with those of two circulars
which have been issued from this department , one in the
month of September last year, and the other in February
of this year. I need hardly add that from time to time
this serious question has for several years been duly
weighed , and any precautions acted upon , whenever an
oppoitunity may have occurred." It appears from one
of thc circulars received that the " Rules for Theatres
Licensed by the Lord Chamberlain " were " put together
and printed for thc first time " early in the present year,
viz., February, 1870 , but that " they do not differ in any
material respect from those which have always been
understood by the managers to be the existing rules of
this (the Lord Chamberlain's) department. But thc Lord
Chamberlain has come lo thc conclusion that they should
be communicated in writing to the managers and their
sureties, in order that there may be no misunderstanding
as to the responsibilities which they undertake on execu-
ting the bond required by the Act 6 and 7 Victoria on the
issue of licences for theatres. The Lord Chamberlain
takes this opportunity of impressing upon the managers
the very serious responsibility under which they must per-
sonally be held with regard to the safety of the public and
of the artistes' engaged in their theatres, in case of fire, or
panic arising from an alarm of fire , and the consequent
importance to them by every means in their power of
carrying out the rules for free exit from the theatre in
such a contingency.

BOW AND BROMLEY INSTITUTE.

BY VV. VV. H I I I I U -N .

There is a gate which all must enter ,
One by one wc pass thc goal ;

Down life 's pathway—ru we venture
Only conscious of thc soul.

Far behind we leave the mortal,
Aling ling with its native dust ;

While thc soul moves through thc portal ,
On to him we all must trust .

In the worlds of mystic greatness,—¦
Broad as lift- and sweet as love—

Each shall find his sphere of happ iness.
As he fills the laws above.

Then—as angels—in our goodness,
We'll be happy onl y there,

tn proportion to our fullness
To relieve our brother 's care.

Masonic Advocate.

THE MYSTIC GATE.

Thc following menu was got up for the installation
banquet of the Wentworth Lodge, No. 1239, on the 4th
December, 18 7 6, at the Cutlers' Hall , Sheffield ; Bro. S.
B. Iii lis, W.AI. .—

" You are welcome."—Merchant of Venice.
" Here is the place appointed. "—As You Like It.
" Meet in the hall together."—Macbeth .
" 'Tis ever common that men are merriest when they

are from home."—Henry V.
" Let us carry with us ears and eyes for thc time, but

hearts for the event."—Coriolanus.
WI N E --.—Port , Sherry, Burgundy, Claret, Hock, Cham-

pagne.
" Praise us as wc are tasted , allow us as wc prove."—

Troilus and Cressida.
LIST OF TOASTS.

" Brevity is the soul of wit."—Hamlet.
" Let me spea k, sir, and the words I utter let none

think flattery."—Henry VIII.
" Say as you think , and speak it from your souls."—

Henry VI., Part 2.
" Where words are scarce, they are seldom spent in

vain."—Richard If.
" Fill full , and drink to the general joy of thc whole

table."—Macbeth.
" Beseech you , sirs , be merry."—Tempest .
" Your fair discourse hath been as sugar, making the

hard way sweet and delectable."—Richard II.
" Stand not upon thc order of your going, but go at

once il'—Macbeth .
" A thousand times, good nigh t '."—Much Ado.
" Then shall our names be in their flowing cups freshly

remembered ."—Henry V.
Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen.

" God and His angels guard your sacred throne , and
make you long become it."—Henry V.
His Royal Highness Albert Edward Prince of Wales,

M.W. Grand Master.
" Wooing poor craftsmen with the craft of smiles, and

patient under bearing of his fortune."—Richard II.
The Rt. Hon. the Earl of Carnarvon , M.W. Pro G.M. ;

thc Rt. Hon. thc Lord Skelmersdale, R.W.D.G.AI. ;
and the rest of thc Grand Officers , Past and Present.
" Flatter, and praise, commend , extol their graces."—

Two Gentlemen of Verona.
" Dane the worthy service."—Tempest.

Lt -Col . Sir Henry Edwards, Bart., J.P., D.L., R.VV. Pro-
vincial Grand Master ; and the rest of the Provincial
Grand Officers , Past and Present.
" All members of our cause."—Henry IV.

The Worshipful Master of the Wentworth Lodge,
Bro. S. B. Ellis.

" Here's to thy health."—-Hamlet.
" New honours come upon him."—Macbeth.
The Immediate Past Master of the Wentworth Lodge,

"VV. lW Wm. White.
" He has done nobly, and cannot go without any

honest man 's voice."—Cr ;ric_ _nus.
The Installing Officer , W. Bro. A. Scargill , P.AI.

"We almost with ravished listening could not find his
hour of speech a minute."—Henry VIII.

The Sister Lodges.
" You are welcome all."—Taming the Shrew.

The Visiting Brethren.
"Come let's all take hands."—Antony and Cleo-

patra.
The Masonic Charities.

" 'Twerc good you do so much for charity."— Merchant
of Venice.

" Who can sever love from charity ? "—Love's Labour
Lost.

1 he Past Alasters of the Wentworth Lodge.
" So arc they all , all honourable men. "—Julius Casar.
" Wc thank you all."— Henry VI.

The Officers of the Wentworth Lod ge.
" Here comes thc officers."—Twelfth Night.

" Some are born great, some achieve greatness, and
some have greatness thrust upon them."—Twelfth Ni ght.

Bri.i. or FA R E .
" Will' t please you taste of what is here ?"—Tempest.
" And take your places. " — Midsummer Night's

Dream.
" Dinner ' read y! "—Two Gentlemen of Verona.
" The dinner is on thc tabic."—Merry Wives.
Soi l'.—Julienne , Mock Turtle.
FISH .— I urbot and Dutch Sauce, rned Soles.
E N T R E E S .—Stewed Kidneys, Mutton Cutlets and To-

mato Sauce.
R EMOVES .—Saddles of Mutton , Turkeys, Geese , Chickens

Duck s, Ham , Tongue.
GA M E .—Pheasants, Grouse.
CHEESE .—Macaroni , Cheshire.
D ESSERT.—Biscuits , Grapes, Oranges, Pears, A pples,

Filberts , Almonds and Raisins.
" Pray you , sit down ; for now we sit to chat as well as

eat."—Taming thc Shrew.
" There is full liberty of feasting till the bell hath

tolled."—Othello.
" Every inordinate cup is unblessed , and the ingredients

is a devil.—Othello.
" Now, good di gestion wait on appetite, and health on

both."—Alacbeth .

Some one who believes that " brevity is the
soul of wit " writes, " Don 't eat stale Q-cumbers. They 'll
W up. "

SE A S O N A B L E  A D V I C E . — Renew your subscriptions
promptly.

A SHAKESPERIAN MENU.

[We arc indebted for the following mainly to our con-
temporaries, The Masonic Advocate and Funny Folks.']

At a debating society, a wheelwright vvas said to be
thc best spokes man.

" You wouldn't take me for twenty, would you ?" said
a young lady who looked much younger to an old
bachelor. " Take you f_ r twenty ! " he exclaimed—" yes,
for life. "

" Phat a blessing it is, " say . a hard-working Chicago
Irishman, " that night niver comes on till late in the day,
when a man's tired , and cant work any more at all, at
all.

A negro was put on the stand as a witness, and the
jud ge inquired if he understood the nature of an oath.
" For certing, boss, " said the citizen , " If I swear to a lie
I must stick to him ? "

A sagacious countryman , having been asked by a
minister why he roamed about the fields on Sunday
instead of going to church, replied : Because I prefer
sermons from stones to sermons from sticks.

" How much for the broad-faced chicken on the fence ? "
inquired an Irishman of a farmer. " That's not a
chicken ; it's an owl , " replied the farmer. " I don 't care
how ould he his ; I would like to buy him, " said the
Irishman.

I don't think I ought to pay that bill," said a man
when his physician called on him for settlement. " Why
not ? " Because, doctor, you gave me so much medicine
that I was sick for a long time after you had cured me. "

Two ladies who contended for precedence at the court
of the Emperor Charles V., appealed to that monarch to
decide the matter. " Let the elder go first , " said the
Emperor. He was never troubled with such a dispute
again.

A AIONARCII  " PRO TH A M E S ."—The Sultan.
M AHBLEOUS MEANNESS.—Aunt Towzer is much con-

cerned to hear that the Brighton Memorial to the late Sir
Cordy Burrows is to take the form of a statue in Sicilian
marble. " Well , I never ! " exclaimed the old lady, in-
dign antly. " So they 're a-going to put him on a form,
just like a schoolboy as has bad marks. And then not
to give him a form of his own , but to take one fro m
another statute ! I hate such profundity and desication."

U NSEASONABLE A P P A R E L .—" She wore a wreath of roses
and eleven other songs."—. 7_ _ advertisements.

LATEST LI T E R A R Y  IN T E L L I G E N C E .—"On the 12th , the
wife of T. C. Bookless, AI.D., of a daughter " (see
Standard) . In these days, when " there is no end to the
making of them ," it is a relief to know that there is at
least one little Bookless in the world.

O BVIOUS .—The Times correspondent at Cairo considers
that " any fears of the Alahommedans rising are utterly
groundless." Of course, every bod y knows that Alahom-
medans infinitel y prefer lying—to rising.

LI N K S  W A N T I N G .—Professor Huxley has traced the
origin of the horse in the Polar bear. But in so doing he
has, unintentionally, no doubt, done an injustice to another
animal. How , we would like to ask, could he have
proved the connection between the horse and the bear had
it not been for the lynx ?

"LAWR 'BNCE THESE TEAR S."—In the prosecution of
thc East-end Spiritualist , Lawrence, it came out last week
that one of thc witnesses seized and tore off a piece of
muslin in which Lawrence had attired himself a la Ghost.
Of course, the Spiritualist wore the flimsy material with
the express purpose of muslin1 inquiry.

THE FI R S T  LESSON I N  LOVE . — Thc sigh f' rher
(Cypher).

From thc following paragraph one would think there
is an intention to raise tall students in Wisconsin. An
exchange paper says : " Its board of education has re-
solved to erect a building large enough to accommodate
five hundred students three stories high."

IN VAIN.

It 's not that I'm a reckless man,
Nor yet a bad one in the miin ;

I seem to live beneath a ban
That makes my strongest efforts vain.

I'm fond of sport : but when I try
To make the rabbit fatherless ,

Bf y plans are made conspicuous by
The constant absence of success.

In search of snipe I haunt the bog,
Or seek the partrid ge on the plain;

But if I do not kill a dog,
My cartridges are spent in vain.

I've waited patiently all night ,
And vainly plied the rod and line :

But even if a fish did bite,
It always took its hook with mine.

I send these lines, and I believe
1 shall be asked to try again,

And also that I shall receive
A little cheque. [The Ed.: " In vain."]

II_ U.OW-_ Y'S OI _ TM _ _ T  A.VU PILLS.—Though it is impossible inthis climate of changing temperat u re, to prevent ill-health alto-gether , yet its form and frequency may be mm-li mill gated by theearly adoption ot remedial measure .. When lu.-irscness. cough,thick breathing, and the attending slight lever Indic ate irritationof the throat or chest , Holtowav 's Ointment should be rubbed
upon these parts without delay, and his Pills taken in appropriate
doses, to promote ils curative action. No catarrh s or sore throats
can resist these remedies. Printed directions cm-elope every
package of Holloway's medicaments, which are suited to all ages
and conditions , and to eiery ordinary disease to which humanity
is liable.~A.vT.

COMICAL NUTS FOR A CHRISTMAS PARTY.



CALC UTTA.—Lodge Anchor and Hope
(No. _34, E.C.).—The regular meeting of this lod ge was
held on the 27th October. Among its members and
visitors the following Past Masters were present, viz.,
V. W. Bro. W. H. Jones, and W. Bros. A. L. LeFranc,
C. T. Davis, W. H. T. Ayres, W. Burroug hs, and J. D.
Settna. After the ordinary work being over, W. Bro. N.
C. Burral , W.M., presiding, addressed thc meeting as
follows :—Brethren ,—I have a most pleasing duty to
perform this evening, viz., to do honour to a brother to
whom honour is due, and that brother is no other than
Wor. Bro. P. C. Dult, the P.AI. of this lodge. Many of
you are perhaps not aware of the untiring zeal and thc
unceasing efforts shewn by our [brother for nine long
years to get admission into Alasonry. He had to appeal
to the highest authorities in the British Isles in order to
asserts his rights, and at last succeeded. He was initiated
in June 1872. He held the office of Junior Warden
during 1873, and was elected the Master for the year 1874.
He held that office for two long years, and then passed
it over to me as his successor. He was the ist Hindoo
Master of a Masonic lodge, and was the tst brother who
held office in the District Grand Lodge of Bengal. His
services to the Cratt in general and to this lodge in parti-
cular were worthy of special recognition. As a Alaster
he combined in himself the duties of all the subordinate
officers. He further possessed a thorough knowledge of the
Constitutions of Masonry. Were I to dilate upon his
varied qualifications I do not know how long it would
take me to do so, to do justice to his merits. But I must
say that, if any one deserved recognition for his past
valuable services in thc cause of Masonry, it is certainly
Wor. Bro. P. C. Dutt. The following is a copy of thc pre-
sentation address :—"Freemasons' Hall , 55, Bentinck-
street , Calcutta , Friday, 27th October, 187 6.—To Wor-
shipful Brother Prosonno Coomar Dutt , Past Master of
Lodge 'Anchor and Hope,' No. 234 of Eng land , and
Past District Assistant Grand Director of Ceremonies of
the District Grand Lod ge of Bengal.—Worshi pful
Brother,—We, the undersigned Members of Lodge
'Anchor and Hope ' No. 234, working under the United
Grand Lodge ol England , are desirous of placing on re-
cord our hearty and grateful acknowled gments of your
untiring zeal and energy for the admission of Hindoos
into the mysteries of Freemasonry, and of your eminent
services to the lod ge as its first Hindoo Alaster during thc
past two years, and in remembrance of thc happy rela-
tions which prevailed between us during your Mastershi p.
As a slight token of esteem ami respect for your character
and services, wc beg to offer for your acceptance, thc
accompany ing Past Alaster 's jewel, together wilh (in com-
memoration of your being the first Hindoo Officer of the
District Grand Lodge of Bengal) a suit of clothing and
jewel of your past rank in the Di-lrict Grand Lodge of
Bengal , which , wc trust , you may long wear as an
emblem of our affectionate regard and appreciation of
your endeavours to promote among us the genuine tenets
and princi ples of Alasonry, Permit us to assure you , that
it has been a source of sincere gratification to us to join
in awarding this tribute of respect , and with thc fervent
wish that every happ iness may attend you and yours, and
that by the blessing of T.G.A.O.T.U. you may for many
years be privileged to advance thc interests of Alasonry,
and enjoy thc respect , admiration , and affection of thc
brethren of this lod ge. We remain , Worshi pful Brother ,
yours affectionatel y and fraternally (Signed), N. C. Burn] ,
Master ; C. G. Smyth, P.M. ; W. C. Bonncrjec, P.M. ; H.
H. Locke, H.P.AI. ; Thomas Jones, I I.P.M. ; D. C. Doss,
S.W. ; G. C. Rose, J.W. ; Ramkissen , Treas. ; P. C.
M_okcr-ec, Sec. ; VV. H. Burns , S.D. ; S. D. Bonncrjce ,
J.D.; J. Coello, I.G.j D. Jacob, O.G." Then addressing
Wor. Bro. P. C. Dutt , the VV.M. said -.—Wor. Sir, allow
roc to present to you on behalf of Lodge " Anchor and
Hope " this P.M.'s jewel and this suit of clothing of a
P.D.G.L. Officer , as a slight token of our high esteem and
respect for your services to this lodge, and however inad-
equate they may be, I hope you will accept them in thc
same spirit in which they arc offered. May you be long
spared to govern the lodge and prove a useful member
of thc Craft. Thc W.P.M. made thc following reply -.—
Worshipful Master , Officers and brethren : I am almost at
a loss to express my feelings for the handsome gifts that
have been awarded to mc this evening as a token of affec-
tion and esteem from thc members of this lod ge. Wor-
shipful Sir, you have over-estimated my humble efforts in
the cause of Freemasonry, for what little I have done. I
feel that I have been more fortunate than deserving. 1
have already been highly resvarded by my fellows when
they elected mc to preside over them as their Alaster,
which is thc summit of a Mason's laudable ambition.
Apart from this , honours have been showered on mc by
the District Grand Lodge and other Masonic bedies that
meet within these walls. For these honours I am in a
great measure indebted to my brethren , as the position
they gave mc as Alaster of this old lod ge influenced my
advancement in the Order. In thanking you for this
pledge of approbation , I cannot but appreciate thc very
high distinction and honour you have shown me,
and which 1 shall always remember as a happy episode
in my Masonie career. On the back of thc P.M.'s jewel
is the following inscription , elaboratel y engraved :—" Pre-
sented to W. Bro. P. C. Dutt , P.M. (the first Hindoo
Master of a Alasonic Lodge), by the brethren of Lodge An-
chor and Hope, No. 234, of Eng land , as a token of their
sincere respect and fraternal regard. Freemasons' Hall ,
Calcutta , 1876." On thc back of the other jewel was
the following :—" Presented to VV. Bro. ]>. C. Dult , P.M.
(flm first Hindoo Officer in thc District Grand Lodge of
Bengal), by the brethren of Lodge Anchor and Hope, No.
234 of England , as a token of their sincere respect and
fraternal regard . Freemasons' Hall , Calcutta , 1876.

FREEMASONRY IN INDIA. BOMB AY.—Lodge Truth (No. 944, E.C.)—The
regular meeting of this lodge was held on the 2nd October,
187 6. Present : Wor. Bro. W. C. Rowe , Wor. Alaster ; A.
McKenzie, P.AI. and Treasurer ; Bros. C. Tudball , S.W. ;
Watson , as J.W.; P. Belleli , Director of Ceremonies ; J.
L. Aladden , S.D.; J. O. Weekes, as J.D. ; Wor. Bro. H.
W. Barrow, Secretary ; Bros. Sowden , as I.G. ; J. W. Sea-
ger, Tyler; Bros. Branson , Simkins, and Meiffre. —Visitors :
Wor. Bro. T. Counsell, Bros. R. P. Brunton , Watson , S.
Franks, J. W. Shields, and W. H. Rowland. The lod ge
was opened with prayer. Ordered , that the letter brought
before thc last meeting, regarding the celebration of St.
Andrew 's-day by the Scotch brethren , be re-circulated. The
ballot was taken for Mr. H. E. AI. James, Bombay Civil
Service, and Air. Benjamin Dunkerley, Anglo-Indian
Spinning and Weaving Company, and was declared clear.
Thc ballot was also taken for Wor. Bro. John Dixon, P.M.,
as a rejoining member, and declared clear , an announce-
ment which was received with applause. The Treasurer
reported that thc balance in hand was Rs. 63-3-3, an d
that there were 110 debts owing by the lodge. The Wor.
Alaster said : Brethre n, when we consider there was debt
owing by the lodge at the beginning of thc year to the
amount of Rs. S75, I certainly think we may congratulate
ourselves on the position which we arc now in. Thc debts
wc owed at the time the lodge was handed over to my
care caused us much anxiety, and I must thank our Wor.
Bro. Treasurer for the great energy he has displayed. It
is owing to him that the funds are now in this satisfac-
tory condition . (Applause). Air. Dunkerley being in
attendance was dul y prepared and initiated . Bro. Meiffre
was raised to the Third Degree by the Wor. Master, in
the most effective and manner. The working tools were
explained by Bro. Tudball , who also delivered the lecture.
There being no further business , the Lodge was c'osed .

FEROZEPORE.—Lodge Northern Star (No.
1463, E.C.)—The regular meeting of this lodge was held
on the 7th September, 1876. Present : Wor. Bro. Col.
R. Crutchley, W.AI.; Bros. Dr. H. Williams, S.W. ; J,
H. Smith , J.W.; T. Johnston , S.D. ; S. Wright , J.D. ;
J. Carson , I.G. ; Dinshaw Hecrjec , Sec. and Treas. ; T.
Mace, Tyler; and several other members. Thc lodge
was opened with prayer. The balloting was taken for
Bro. Major 11. Russell , R.A., of Lodge Kh ybcr , which
was clea r and favourable. The ballot was also taken for
thc initiation of Staff Sergeant Robert Alininon , 34111 Regi-
ment, which being favourable, he was duly initiated into
thc ancient mysteries of Freer .asonry.

POONA.—Lod ge St. Andrew in the East
(No. 343, S.C.)—A regular meeting of this lodge took
place on fith Jul y, 187 6, when there were present : VV.
Brn. C. VV. Wise, P.M., in the chair; VV. Bro. J. Gardj.
ner, S.AI. and Treas. ; Bros. G. Engel , S.VV.; 11. C.
Macnce, J.W. ; J. E. Wise, as Sec. ; B. Gordon , S.D. ;
J. AlcCartcr , J.D. ; AI. Kleinstuber , as Organist ; A. J.
Murray, I.G. ; J. Ellis , Ty ler ; Bros. Oldbury, Pallonjec
Nusscervan-ec, Gay, Hill , Dorman , Lawson, Newland ,
and Tapl'm. Visitors : Bros. Beynon and Riding, 415
(E,C.) ; Rennard , Williams, and Coffey, 45 1 (E.C.) The
ballot was taken for Bro. E. Bcyon , Nos. 1100 and 415
(E.C), and Bro. T. Fox, 350 (S.C), which proved clear.
The ballot for thc initiation of Sergeant Richardson proved
clear. Bro. W. G. Taplin was passed by the acting
W.M., Sergeant Richardson , who was in attendance and
properl y prepared , was duly initiated into the ancient
mysteries by Wor, Bro. Wise. Air. R. Alexander , who
had previously been balloted for in Lodge Perseverance,
was next initiated by the acting W.AI. on behalf of that
lodge. Three brethren were proposed as joining members.
One resignation read and accepted. Rs. 10 per mensem
for 6 months were voted to thc widow of the late Bro.
S. . Thc lodge was then closed in peace, love, and
harmony after a good night's work , and the brethren re-
tired to well-earned refreshment.

At a regular meeting held on the 3rd August , 187(1,
the following brethren were present : R.W. Bros. Colonel
W. VV. Taylor, W.M.; C. D. Wise, P.M. ; Levingston,
D.AL, as S.VV. ; Gardiner, S.AI. and Treas. ; Bros. Alac-
nce, J.W.; J. E. Wise, as Sec ; Lawson , as S.D.; Ale-
Carter , J.D. ; Kleinstuber , Org. ; Alurray, I.G. ; Ellis ,
Tyler ; Oldbury, Taplin , P. Nusseerwanjee, Gay, T. Fox,
Hill , Cuppage, Dorman, Rice, and Richardson. Visitors :
Bros. Hiding, 415 (E .G.), Coffey, Williams, and Alexander ,
351 (S.C), and j.Tinslcy, 1122 (E.C.) The lodge having
been dul y opened , and the usual formalities gone through,
the ballot was taken for Bros. Alexander and Coffey as
joining members and proved clear. Bro. Captain Suarry 's
app lication to joi n the lodge was withdrawn , in conse-
quence of his regiment being under orders to leave Poona.
The lodge was then opened in thc Second and afterwards
the Third Degree, and Bro. D. G. Taplin was admitted
and raised by Wor. Bro. Taylor. The lodge having been
lowered to the Second Degree, Bros. Richardson , Alex-
ander , and Coffey were admitted separately and passed by
Wor. Bro. Taylor. Thc lodge was lowered to thc E.A.
Degree, and business being ended it was closed in peace,
love, and harmony.

A regular meeting was held on thc 7th September. The
brethren p-esent were Bros. C. D. Wise, P.M., acting
VV.M. ; Levingston , D.AI. ; Gardiner , S.AI., as S.VV.;
Alacnee, J.W.; Perks, Sec ; Lawson, as S.D. ; AlcCartt r,
J.D. ; Alurray, I.G.; Ellis , Tyler ; Bros. Beynon , Gay, Old-
bury, Hill , Alexander , and Richardson. Thc lolge was
opened and the summons for this meeting and minutes of
last lod ge having been read , and the latter confirmed , the
acting W.M. read the decision of G.L. ou the case of Bro.

, formerly of this lod ge. G.L. confirmed thc sentence
of expulsion passed by 343, but in consideration of ex-
tenuating circumstances , commuted the sentence of sus-
pension for two years from 1st June , 1876. The lod ge
having been raised to the Third Degree, Bros. Alexander
and Richardson were admitted separately, and raised to
the High and Sublime Degree of M.M. by Past Master

Wise. The lodge was resumed in thc First Degree, and
Bros. Gay and Hill were presented with G L. diplomas,
received from Lodge Victoria , Belgaum. The acting W.M.
feelingly alluded to the death of Bro. J. E. Wise, which had
taken place since tbe last meeting, and on his motion, se-
conded by Bro. Macnee, the lodge recorded its regret at
the loss it had sustained by the death of so promising a
young Mason , who had been " called away from labour "
at the early age of 26. Two candidates for initiation were
proposed . An application from the widow of Bro. W.

was considered , and 10 Rs. a month for six months
voted from the Benevolent Fund. A notice of motion to
alter the bye-laws was made, and this ended the business.
The lodge was then closed in peace, love, and harmony.

A regular meeting of the lodge was held on the 5th
October, 187 6, W. Past Alaster C. D. Wise in the chair,
assisted by Bros. B. Gordon , S.D., as S.W. ; Macnee,
J.W. ; Perks , Sec. ; Cuppage, as S.D. ; Beynon,as J.D.;
Kleinstuber , Org. ; Alurray, I.G. ; Ellis, Tyler ; Bros.
Richardson , Fox, Rice, and Taplin. Visitors : Bros. A.
Jeph , 330 ; W. Whittenbury, 343 ; Bell and Maguire,
1043. The lodge was opened ; the summons and the
minutes of last lodge were read and latter confirmed. Thc
ballot for Alessrs. R. C. Farrel, first-class schoolmaster,
and G. W. Saunders, Ordnance Department, having proved
clear, and the candidates being in attendance, they were
separately initiated into the mysteries of ancient Freema-
sonry by VV. Bro. Wise. Two members who were about
to leave the station tendered their resignations. An ap-
plication on behalf of the late Bro. N. was referred to
the Standing Committee. An alteration in the bye-laws
ended thc business of the evening, and the lodge was
closed.

NUSSEERABAD.—Lodge Kindred Hope
(S.C.) — Thc fiist regular meeting of the brethren
of this lodge was held at Nusseerabad, on Wednesday,
September 20th, 1876. There were present Bros.
Wright , Fearn , Murphy, Boreham , Pereira, Jenkinson ,
Fenner and Rcirson. The lodge was opened under a
working dispensation received from the Grand Master of
all India , Scottish Constitution , dated 24th July, 1876.
The presiding Bro. J. Wright, having been inducted into
the chair , assumed the Hiram in accordance with thc
dispensation , and proceeded to invest the office-bearers of
thc lodge as follows :—W. Fearn, S.VV.; M. Murphy, J .W.j
R. Boreham , S.D. ; E. Pereira, J.D.; J. A. jenkinson ,
I.G. ; J. Fenner, Tyler. One candidate was proposed for
initiation at thc next regular meeting. There being no
further business before the lodge, it was closed in peace
and harmony. A regular meeting of this lodge was held
on the 14th October, 187 6. Present : R. VV. Bro. J.
Wright, Wor. Alaster ; Bros. W. Fearn, S.W. ; M. Alurphy,
J.W. ; B. Skelton , S.D. ; D. P. Reirson , J.D. ; W. Fenner ,
Tyler. Thc lod ge was opened with prayer. Air. Pes-
tonjec Furdonjcc, proposed at the former meeting fcr
initiation , was duly balloted for ; the ballot proving clear
he was initiated. One candidate was proposed for initia-
tion . Bro. Pestonjee Furdonjcc was proposed to be passed
to the Second Degree. Proposed and seconded that the
subject relating to the compilation of new bye-laws be
considered at thc next regular meeting. There being no
other business before thc lod ge, it was closed in peace and
harmony. An emergent meeting of this lodge was held
on 28th October. Present : R. W. Bro. J. Wri ght , Wor-
Afaster; Bros. VV. Fearn, S.W. ; M. Alurp hy, J.W. j B.
Skelton , S.D. ; D. P. Reirson , J.D. ; Al. Sullivan , I.G. ;
J. Penncr , Tyler ; J. A. Jenkinson , and Pestonjee Fur-
donjcc.—Visitors : Ri ght Wor. Bro, Colonel C. AI. Mercer,
Past Dist rict Grand Alaster, Punjib, and Bro. G. C. Gil-
Uspie. Thc lod ge was opened with prayer. Right Wor.
Bro. Wright being unable to remain , Right W. Bro. Col.
Alerccr kindl y took the Worshi pful Alaster's chair on being
requested to do so. Air. Edward Rozario, proposed at the
former meeting for initiation , was dul y balloted for ; the
ballot proving clear, he was initiated. Three candidates
were proposed for initiation. Bro. Edward Rozario was
proposed to be passed to thc Second Degree at the next
regular meeting. There being no other business before
thc lod ge, it was closed in peace and harmony.

POONA.—Chapter St. Andrew (No. 68, S.C.)
—A regular meeting of this chapter was held on Satur-
day, 23rd September, i8;fi, when the following were pre-
sent: Comps. R. Levingslon , AI.E.Z.; A. AI. Lawson , H.;
II .  C. Alacnee, J .; C. D. Wise, P.P.Z., as S.E. ; J. M.
O'Brien , P.P.Z., as S.N. ; E. Beynon , as 1st Soj. ; McCar-
tcr, Treas., as 2nd Soj, ; Gay, as 3rd Soj. ; Ellis, Janitor.
Visitor : Comp. VV. Taylor, Caledonia. The chapter was
opened in form , the summons and minutes of two pre-
vious meetings read and the latter confirmed. The ballot
for thc exaltation of Bro, VV. G. Taplin , Lodge 343, hav-
ing proved clear, the chapter was called off. Thc chapter
being resumed , Bro. Taplin , who had been admitted to
the Mark and the Excellent Master 's Degrees, was ad-
mitted and exalted to the Holy Royal Arch Degree in due
form , after which some discussion took place as to altering-
the byc-Uw- to accord wilh thc enactment of S.G. Chap-
ter dated 22nd Alarch , 1875, regarding rejoining mem
bers. This being the day fixed for the annual election *
office-bearers , the following were dul y elected to the offic
specified : Comps. Lawson , Z.; Alacnee, H.; Beynoi*.
J .; Wise, P..; AlcCartcr, N. and Treas. ; O'Brien , ist
S.; Gay, 2nd S.; Taplin, 3rd S.; and Ellis , Janitor. A
Board of Installed Princi pals, consisting of Comps. Wise,
Levingston , and O'Brien , was then formed , and Comps.
Lawson , Alacnee, and Beynon duly installed into their
respective chairs, after which the other companions were
admitted and saluted the new Principals ; the remaining
office-bearers were then invested. A vote of thanks was
passed to M.E. Comp. Lawson for the present of a nice
drawing of thc jewel (executed by himself) to illustrate
the lecture. This concluded the business, and the chapter
was closed, the companions retiring to refreshment.—
Masonic Re'ord nf If estern India .


