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C O N T E N T S .

REPORTS OF MASONIC MEETINGS.

feft Wno\xn.
ROYAL OAK LODGE (No. 87 1).—An emergency

meeting of this lodge was held on Friday, 21st ult., at
White Swan Hotel , Hi gh-street, Deptford. There were
present Bro. J. ]. Pakes , W.M.; G. T. Limn , S.W. ; R.
Harman , |.W.; F. Walters , P.P.G.D. Middx., P.M., Sec ;
G. Harvey, S.D. ;.J. G. Vohmann , J.D. ; W. A. R. Harris ,
I.G. ; G. Andrews , P.M., D.C. ; and several others. The
W.M., Bro. ,|. J. Pakes , in his abU manner initiated
Messrs. Gcoige Hill and J. Stanley into Freemasonry,
passed Bro. Weston to the Second Degree, all the work
being well done. On motion dul y made , seconded , anil
unanimously resolved , "That a letter of condolence bc sent
to Mr. William M yatt , tlie father of Bro. W. Myatt , P.M.,
who had died since the last meeting of the lod ge." The
lodge was closed , and adjourned to Thursday, the
24th January,—to meet at five o'clock . There WJS no
banquet. The father of the lodge, Bro. F. Walters ,
P.P.G.D. Middx., P.M., Sec, wished the members a merry
Christmas ai«\ a happy New Year , which was re-echoed by
all present.

CHAUCER LODGE (No. 1540) .—The regular
meeting of this well-established lod ge was held on Wed-
nesday, 26th ult., at the Brid ge House Hotel , High-street ,
Boroug h, Southwark. Bro. E. S. Stidol ph , W.M., presided.
Punctuall y at 4 o'clock p.m. he opened the lodge. He
was supported by Bros. F. Walters , P.P.G.D. Middlesex ,
P.M. and Secretary ; T. J. Hooper Wilkins , P.M. ; H.
Faiia, S.D., and others. The work , done in an admirable
manner , was the initiation of Mr. C. J. L. S.incIilancU and
passing Bro. Hall to the Second Degree. Some business
was deferred until the next regular meeting. There was
onl y one visitor present. The W.M., Bro. K. S. Stidol ph , in
his usual genial manner presided at the festive board . The
brethren after a few hours of enjoyment separated , wish-
ing each other a happy New Year and many of them.

FALMOUTH.—Love and Honour Lodge
(No. 13). —The brethren of the premier lod ge of the Pro-
vince of Cornwall , celebrated the festival of St. John on
Thursday, the 2 7th ult. The members of the Craft as-
sembled at the Jlasonic Rooms, Royal Hotel , at three
o'clock in the afternoon , when the W.M. Elect , Bro. Harry
Tilly, was dul y installed as W. Alaster. The ceremony
was ably performed by W. B-o. W. F. Newman , P.M.,
P.P.S.G.D. After the installation , the W.M. appointed
and installed the following brethren as his officers for the
ensuing year : W. Bro. A. B. Harris , I.P.M. ; Bro>. W. L.
Fox, S.W. ; Joseph Wallace, J.W. ; W. Bro. W. F. New-
man , P.M., P.P.S.G.D., Treasurer ; Bros. R. N. Rogers,
Secretary : W. D. Rogers, S.D. ; Edward May, I.D. ; E.
C. Carne, jun., D.C. ; F. D. Broad , Org. ; W. Bro. W. H.
Dunstan , P.M., P.P.G.S.W. ; I.G.; Bro. Samuel
Collins, S.S. -, W. Bro. T. Webber , P.M., P.G.J.D., J .S.;
W. Rusden , P.P.T., Tyler ; W. Bro. T. C. Polg'lase, P.M.,
P.M.R., D.C, Steward , C. M. A. and B. Fund. The
brethren afterwards dined together, and a most pleasant
evening was spent.

MIDDLETON. — Imperial George Lodge
(No. 78).—The installation meeting of this lodge took
place on Thursday, December 27th , at the Assheton Arms
Hotel. The lodge was opened at 2.45 by the retiring
W.M. (Bro. G. Bradbury), supported by the following olli-
eers :—Bros. W. Percival , S.W., W.M. elect ; K. Fothergill ,
J.W.j 1-1. Heywood , P.M., Treas.; J. Hatton , Sec. -, I. Kent ,
1 yler. 1 here was a large attendance of members of the
lodge and visitors. The minutes of the last regular meet-
ing were read by the Secretary and received confirmation.
The lod ge was then opened in the Second Degree, and the
W.M. elect (Bro. W. Percival) was then presented by Bro.
Heywood for the benefit of installation. After the usual
charges had been read by the Secretary, the lod ge was
opened iu the Third Degree , when all the breth ren below
the rank of Installed Master withdrew. A board of In-
stalled Masters was then opened , and Bro. J. Wood , Prov.
G.A.D.C, assisted by Bros. G. Bradbury and H. Heywood,

placed Bro. W. Percival in the chair of K.S. On the re-
admission of the brethren , the working tools in the several
degrees were presented , and the newly-installed W.M. was
saluted in ancient form. The W.M. appointed the follow-
ing brethren as his officers for the ensuing year, and they
were duly invested by Bros. J. Wood and H. Heywood :—
F. Fothergill , S.W. ; John Hatton , J.W. ; G. Bradbury
I.P.M. ; H. Heywood , P.M., Treasurer ; S. Hewitt, Sec ;
J. Millhouse, S.D. ; P. Lawton , J.D. ; T. H. Yoxall, I.G. ;
J. Wood , P.M., D.C, P.G.A.D.C. " Hearty good wishes "
were accorded by Prov. Grand Lodge of Cheshire, and from
Lodges 44, '325, 1357, 1218, 163, 1077, 108C,
1387, 1034, 219, 1219. The lodge was then
called from labour to refreshment , when the
brethren adjourned to the banquet table and under the
presidency of the W.M. partook of a sumptuous dinner,
which was served by Mis. Harrison in her usual excellent
style. The first toast on the list , which was that of " The
Queen ," was proposed by the W.M., Bro. Percival , who
said that he need say little in commending that toast to the
brethren. Masons were of all men the most loyal, and
lie called upon the brethren to respond heartil y to the toast.
The toast was enthusiastically received . " H.R.H. the
Prince of Wales" was then proposed by the W.M., and
" The Princess of Wales and the rest of the Royal Family,"
by Bro. Bradbury, I.P.M., and both received hearty and
cordial recognition. Bro. H. Heywood in proposing " The
Right Hon. the Earl of Carnarvon , Pro G.M.," paid a
well deserved tribute of praise to his lordship for the assiduity
and zeal with which he attended to his Masonic duties.
Bro. Wood proposed ' Lord Skelmersdale and the rest of
the Grand Officers. " His lordshi p was extremely popular
in Lancashire, for he fulfilled his duties with energy and
zeal. The next toast, " Lieut. Le GendreJN. Starkie," was
proposed by Bro. Heywood, who spoke in high terms of
his genial manners, his urbanity and the wonderful
influence he exercised on all matters relating to the Craft.
He was a thoroug h worker, he had the interests of
Masonry at heart , and he was well respected by the
Masons of E. Lancashire. Bro. Dyson proposed " G.
Mellor , Esq., and the rest of the Provincial Grand Officers ,"
and said he was sure the brethren would drink tbe toast
with great heartiness. All were aware of the admirable
manner in which he performed his duties in spite of
his infirm state of health. He was well known
to the brethren and highly respected by them. Bro.
Bradbury, in proposing the toast of " The W.M," said it
afforded him very great pleasure to do so. He could
assure the W.M. of the hearty support which he would
receive from the brethren. The exalted position he oc-
cup ied was not a bed of roses. It was a pleasant thing
to be the W.M. of a lodge such as theirs, but it had its
labours and anxieties. He especially urged upon the
newly invested officers to qualif y themselves thoroughl y
for the parts they filled. They would then be able to
render to their W.M. that hearty support which he was
entitled to receive at their hands, and would materially
lessen his labour and anxiety. The toast was received
with great enthusiasm. Bro. Percival , W.M., in respond-
ing expressed his deep sense of the honour they had done
him in drinking his health in such a cordial and unani-
mous manner. He also thanked them for the honour
they had done him in placing him in that chair.
No. 78 had now been in existence a cen-
tury and a quarter and he felt it to be a
great distinction to have been elected by the brethren to
preside over the deliberations of the lodge. It would be
his endeavour to perform the duties of his office during
the ensuing year in such a manner as to equal his pre-
decessors, and in conclusion he wished thebrethren might
each and all enjoy " a happy new year." The W.M.
then proposed the toast of " The I.P.M. , Bro. Bradbury,
and said he could assure him that he had left many
pleasing memories behind him. He had now the respect
and esteem of the brethren , and he was empowered on
their behalf to ask his 'acceptance of a Past Master 's jewel.
He might observe that cvtry brother had sub-
scribed towards the purchase of that jewel , and it would
remind him of the good will and kindly feeling which was
felt towards him by every member of the Imperial George
Lodge. He trusted he might long continue to
wear it in the lodge, and that it would be handed down to
his posterity. Bro. Bradbury in responding said, for the
very kind and flattering manner in which his health had
been proposed and received by the brethren he sincerel y
thanked them. He felt that he scarcely deserved all the
kind expressions which the W.M. had said about him.
The W.M. had spoken of his valuable services; he could
only say he had done the best in his power, but without
the cordial support of his officers his year of office would
have been a failure. With respect to the handsome jewel
which the W.M. had just presented him with , he thanked
them sincerely for the good feeling towards him which it
exhibited. It would be prized by his posterity when he
was no more, but he trusted the Great Architect of the
Universe would spare liis life so that he mi ght spend
many more happy evenings with them in the lodge. Bro.
Wood proposed " The Masonic Charities," and testified to
the good which had been done by them in the past. He
drew attention to the East Lancashire charities, the funds
of which were increasing. The remaining toasts were
" The Visiting Brethren ," responded to by Bro. Schofield ,
" The Newly-invested Officers ," responded to by Bro.
Fothergill , and the Tyler's toast, which concluded the busi -
ness of the evening. During the evening Bros. Green-
wood , Lister, and W. H. Dumville enlivened the proceed-
ings with appropriate songs and glees, which were much
enjoyed. The visitors' list included the names of Bros.
Simpson , P.P.G.D., Cheshire ; J. Southworth, 1034; R,
Davies, 1387 ; J. H. Greenwood , 163 ; W. T. Schofield ,
219 and 1219; T. Nowell, 163; R. Abraham, 1086; H
Clausen, 1077; W. Yates, 678; J. M. Percival , 1219; G
H. Needle, 1458.

BRIDGWATER. — Perpetual Friendship
Lodge (No. 135).—On Thursday afternoon , the 27th
ult., the annual meeting of the brithren of the above
lodge was held at the Royal Clarence Hotel. Bro. John
C. Small, late J.W., was duly installed W.M. for the en-
suing year, the ceremony being performed by Bro. R. C.
Else, the D.P.G.M. The customary banquet afterwards
took place, and was largely attended .

LANCASTER.—Lodge of Fortitude (No. 281).
—On the afternoon of the 26th ult., the celebration of the
Festival of St. John the Evangelist , and the installation of
the Worshipful Master of the above lodge, took place in
the Masonic Rooms, Athenaeum , St. Leonard gate, in
the presence of a large number of the Craft. Bro. Jeremiah
Jowctt was dul y installed as Master by Bro. Dr . Moore,
P.G.S.B. of E., Installing Officer , who went through the
ceremony in a very effective and impressive manner. The
following brethren were appointed and invested as officers
of the lodge for the ensuing year, viz: Bro. R. Taylor,
I.P.M.; E. Cardwel l, S.W.; W. Warbrick , J.W. ; James
Hatch , Treas ; John Hatch , Sec. ; J. J. Croskell , S.D. ;
John Atkinson , J.D. ; J. R. B. Pilkington , I.G. ; Gregson
and Johnson , Stewards; and A. K. Allinson , Tyler. The
brethren afterwards adjourned to the King's Arms Hotel ,
where the banquet was provided , and the style in which
the viands were placed on the table reflects the greatest
credit on the management of that old and weU-known
establishment. Bro. Jowett presided , being supported
right and left by Past Masters W. Hall , T. Atkinson ,
Fenton , R. Taylor, James Hatch , John Hatch, Kelland ,
King, Simpson , C. Hartley, Heal ), Acton , T. Jackson , J.
Taylor, and others. On the removal of the cloth, the
usual loyal, patriotic , and Masonic toasts were propose
and ably responded to. The harmony of the evening was
much enjoyed , and very ably contributed to by Bros. Bond ,
Aldous, Joseph Barrow, Bayley, and Sumner, the former
of whom sung, for the first time, an original-song of his
own composition , entitled " Old England is mine for ever."
The menu card used at the banquet was Lake's Miniature
Mason Apron Menu Card, which was greatly admired by
the brethren , not only as a novelty, and for the neatness
and finish of style, but also for its appropriateness at a
banquet of this description.

WIGTON.—Two St. John's Lodge (No. 32?)-
—The installation festival of this old lodge was held on
Thursday, the 27th ult. There is always a pleasure in
visiting the Wigton Lodge, from its many happy associ-
tions. Founded in 1809, its original number was C19,
which is engraved on a curious ram's horn snuff mull ;
and the next numerical designation was 406, which is
borne on the banner of the lodge, now positivel y in rags
and tatters, as we saw it waving in the breeze from the
windows of the Lion and Lamb Hotel. The late Right Hon.
Sir James Graham , M.P., was initiated here, and subse-
quentl y was Provincial Grand Master of Cumberland and
Westmorland , whilst the great statesman signalised his
admission to light in the lodge under notice by presenting
it with a set of firing glasses, which are used to this day.
Admiral Graham , Sir James Graham's brother , was like-
wise initiated in the Wi gton Lodge, as also was the late
Bro. Step hen Blair , Prov. Grand Master of East Lanca-
shire. Then there is a curious circumstance connected
with the name of St. John's Lodge, as the original title
is " Three Saint John s," from the coincidence of the three
leading charte r members rejoicing in the Christian name of
John. But to proceed with the business of Thursday, the
27th ult. The lodge was summoned for twelve o'clock , but
it was quite one before the door was tyled. There were
present the following members:—Bros. W. H.
Hoodlcss, P.M., in the chair, throug h the un-
avoidable absence of Bro. Joseph Lazonby, W.M. ;
Police Supt., John Robinson , S.W., and W.M. elect ; W.
J. Carrick, J.W. ; H. Bewes, P.M., Treas. ; Jos. Johnston ,
Sec ; Dr. H. C Pritchard , I.G. ; Thos. Richardson, P.M.
and P.Z., Tyler, P.P.G.A.D.C.; J. Lemon , P.M. and P.Z.,
P.G. Treas. ; John Gate, P.M., P.P.G. Reg. ; Jos. Pearson ,
P.M. ; T. M'Mechan , P.M. ; Jos. Bowman , P.M. ; John
Harris and J. M'Adams. The visiting brethren were
Bros. W. B. Gibson , P.M. 119, P.G. Sec, and Installing
Master of the day ; G. W. Kenworthy, P.M. 119,
P.P.G.J.W.; Geo. Kirkwood, S.W. 962 ; D. Reece, I.G.
962; W. H. Lewthwaite, P.M. 1002, P.G. Organist ;
W. F. Lamonby (Freemason) ; Jas.J Black, W.M. elect
1002 ; John Halloway, 1002. The lodge having been
opened in form , Bro. Gibson subsequently took the presid-
ing officer's position , and performed the ceremony with his
accustomed impressiveness. Bro. Robinson , the new W.M.,
afterwards appointed his officers , and they were invested as
follows :—Bros. J. Lazonby, I.P.M. ; W. J. Carrick , S.W.
and Sec. ; Jos. Johnston , J.W.; H. Bewes, P.M.. Treas. ;
John Harris, S.D. ; Dr. Pritchard, J.D. ; J. M'Adams,
I.G. ; T. Richardson , P.M., Tyler. The addresses to the
officers were delivered by Bro. Kenworthy, and Bro. Lewth-
waite presided at the organ. Afte r the lodge had been
closed, the brethren sat down to an excellent banquet. Bro.
J. Robinson , W.M., presided , faced by Bro. W. J. Carrick ,
S.W. The cloth being drawn , the Chairman gave in suc-
cession the toasts of " The Queen ; " " The Princess of
Wales, and the rest of the Royal Family ;" " H.R.H. the
M.W. Grand Master ;" "The M.W. the Pro Grand Mas-
ter, the R.W. the Deputy Grand Master, and the rest of
the Grand Officers. " Bro. Lemon next proposed " The
Health of the Earl of Bective, M.P., R.W. Provincial
Grand Master of Cumberland and Westmorland , which
was received with the usual warmth. He (Bro. Lemon)
said he had the honour to give the health of a nobleman
who ruled over the destinies of the Province of Cumberland
and Westmorland with so much signal success. They
could not be but struck at the rapid strides made by
Masonry during the last few years in the two countries ,
more especially during the ten years Lord Bective had
presided over them. Their Prov. Grand Master lived
under a concatenation of circumstances by which he



could not only boast of being the head of large and in-
creasing numbers , but good men , also (A pplause.) It was a
good si gn when they could find nun of rank and opulence
who were will ing to enrol themselves amongst the
Masons , not to benefit  themselves , but to benefit others.
He thoug ht  they were therefore deeplj  indebted to noble-
men like Lord Bective for coming amongst them , and
thus exemplif ying the Grand principles , " Fear God ,
Honour tlie Queen , Love the Brotherhood." Bro.
Hoodlcss next  gave "The R.W. Deputy Prov.Giand Master,
Colont 1 Whitwell , M.P., and the rest of the Prov. Grand
Officers , Past and Present " which he coupled with the
names of Bros. Gibson , Kenwoithy, Lemon , Lamonby,
Lewthwaitc, G. Gate, and Richardson , all of whom re-
plied. Bro . Lazonby then proposed the Chairman's
health in very complimentary terms, and Bro. Robinson
in response proposed the I.P.M., who likewise returned
thanks. The Chairman gave " The Installing Masters ,"
Bro. Gibson and Kenworth y, who acknowled ged the com-
pliment. " The Visiting Brethren ," from Bro. Lemon , elicited
replies from Bros. Black , Kirkwood and Recce. Bro. Kenny-
worth y proposed "The Newly nominated Officers ," all of
whom returned thanks. Bro. Gibson proposed "the Masonio
Charities ," and in doing so said that their institutions were
a great mean s of proclaiming to the world a portion of
the good Freemasons do. Nothing could come up to their
schools, two which were perfection in an educational
sense. Then again , a Wi gton brother now was reap ing the
benefits of the Benevolent Institution in his old days;
and some days since, he (Bro. Gibson) had a letter fro m
Bro. Terry, intimating that  the papers of the widow of
a Whitehaven brother Wrre correct , and her petition would
be placed before the committee at their next meeting.
The husband of the old lady mentioned was made a
Mason in Lod ge 119, Whitehaven , twenty-five years ago,
and he proved a very zealous Mason , was held in hi gh
esteem by thebrethren of his lod ge, and for a few years
served as Tyler of 119. Mis widow now kept the rooms
of the Masonic Hall , and it was hoped she would be suc-
cessful in her candidature for the annui ty  of thi  Benevo-
lent Insti tution.  The Prov. Grand Lod ge decided to
support her at the forthcoming election , and he (Bro.
Gibson) hoptd every lod ge would also support her.
(Hear , hear.) They would rcouire to secure her about
800 votes, and the total in the province was about 140 , so
that a most strenuous effort would be required. He strong ly
urgeil on every lod ge in the province to follow the ex-
ample of Sun a.id Sector Lod ge, Workington , tl.c mem-
bers of which had adopted a sislcra, which consisted in
subscribing 2s. each per month , and so soon as enough
money was raised a ballot was taken , and the winning
number constituted a life-vote for whatever institution the
member who drew it chose to elect. By this means they
wrre steadily securing a number of votes , and such
system , if carried out , would redound to the credit of any
lod ge. He added that Bective Lod ge, 1.̂ 32 ,  Carlisle , was
organising the system. He concluded by say ing that
Cumberland and Westmorland had hail a good share of
the benefits arising from the chaiilics, more than he
thoug ht they were justl y entitled to. Bro. Recce, of Lod ge
962 , exp lained that  they had alrea dy about 17 votes from
the system alluded to, and he added that some members
were- giving votes to their wives and eldest sons. Bro.
Carrick , on behalf of Lod ge 327, intimated his willing-
ness to set the scheme floating in his own lod ge, and
would commence with himself. The Ty ler's toast ,
broug ht a very enjoyable afternoon to a close
about seven o'clock. Bro. Lewthivaite presided
nt the pianoforte , and songs were contributed by Bros.
Carrick , Kirkwood , Lamonby and Black.

BODMIN.—Ono and All Lodge (NTo. 330).—
The annual  mecti.ig of this lodge was held ou Thursday,
the 27th ult., at the Masonic Hall , Bodmin , when the
W.M. elect , W. Bro. W. ROWJ , was installed by the retir-
ing W.M., W. Bro. T. Hawken , P.G. Steward , in a very
able n ianmr , supported by the following Board of I .M. 's:—
W. Bros. F. J. Ilcxr , P.P.G.S.W. ; Capt. Colvill ,
P.P.G .S.W., au I Treasurer; J. Cuing, P.G. Steward ; .!.
Dennis , P.P.G. Steward ; A. C. Sandoe, and F. Park yr ,
856, Lostwithiel. At the close o f the  installation the W.M .
invested the following brethren as his officers for the
ensuing year : Bros. Hawken , I.P.M.; R. Adams,
S.W .; J ,  G. Vincent , J.W. ; \V. Colvill , Treasurer ; W. H.
Angvvin , Si cre tary ; Jones , S.D. ; Trevi-rton , J.D. ; T. H.
Spear , I .G.; B. G. Derry , D.C. ; H. Jacobs , Org. ; Gatty,
S. Stwd.;  J. F. Pagcn , J. Stwd.; and Carroll , Tyler. W.
Bro. Crang, P.M., was elected Steward of tlie C.M.A. and
B. Fund. At 3 o'clock the brethren repaired to Bro.
Sandoe's, where they partook of the usual banquet. The
following brethren fro m neighbouring lodges were
present 1—Bros. W. F. Park yn , W.M. 836; W. P. Smith ,
W.M. elect 856; Martyn , S.W. 1529 ; Cox , S.D. 152 9;
Pearce-, 1329 ; and Wallace, of No. 1, Cork . After
the banquet the usual loyal and Masonic toasts were given ,
and heartil y responded to , and a very pleasant evening was
passed.

MART PORT.—Lodge of Perseverance (No.
371).—On Friday 28th ult. the brethren ol Lod ge of Perse-
verance , 37 1 , in connection with Whitwell  Lodge , 151 ,
Mark Masters , Iv. Id at the same p lace , celebrated the
Feast of Saint ,| Im by a soiree musical . -ami  d insante , to
which wove invited their wives , daug hteis , s-Ut- rs , and
SwtclhcarH. Tile festivics were held ill the spacious and
well unpointed Masonic Hall , which , in addition to its
conventiona l  decoration s , was handsomely embellished
with evergreens , flaji s, e\:c. The attendance was very
numerous and the lai'diancy of Masonic parap hernalia ,
was closely riva lVd by tlie handsome costume:,
of the ladies. The entertainments opened at half-
past six o'clock with a bountiful and well-served tea ,
which being cleared away, dancing commenced, whilst at
intervals songs and ducts were contributed by several of

the brethren , and one or two ladies. Dancing
however , is not to everyone 's taste , and those
unhappy individuals had amp le opportunity to
while away the evening in the seductive inf luence of the
" Imperial game of Napoleon." Ia f icf , tin: whole affair
was quite a happy famil y party, worth y of the fest ive
s.-asou , and the members of tne two lod ges at .Viarvpevt
are to be congratulated ami complimented on the u-uccevs
i f  so enjoyable an innovat ion , in which those " near and
dear to them ," can partici pate the proceedings wound up at
about four a.m. with Sir Roger de Covcrley, " This is onl y
the second occasion of the festival , and we trust t 'ra t  next
season it will bc imitated by other lod ges in the province
of Cumberland and Westmorland. To attempt an ( imu-
mcration of those present would bc both laborious antl in-
vidious , as amongst tlie couple of hundred or so ladies and
gentlemen present , not a few mi g ht bc overlooked , suf-
fice it to mention , that Bro. J. Smith , Organist of both
lod ges, and P.P.G. Org'., had charge of the musical
arrangements whilst Bro. W. Armstrong, P.M. 371 ,
P.P.G.D.C , was M.C.

HAYLE. —Cornubian Lodge (No. 450).—The
annual  festival of St. John the Evangelist was celebrated
by the brethren of Cornubian Lodgo 430, Hay le, on
Thursday the 2 7th ult. The lod ge was opened about
noon by Bro. Gilbert B. Pearce, the W.M., who  proceeded
to instal the W.M. elect for the ensuing year , Bro.
Wiliiam Husband. In this ceremony he wis  assisted by
Bro. N. J . West , P.M. and P.P.G.R., and supporte d by
Bros. Joyce, W.M. 318 ; T. U. Williams , W.M. 1 2 7 2 ;
and a b/rge number of th:- brethren of the lod ge. The
newl y-installed VV .M. app ointed as his officers for the
ensuing year Bros. Gilbert B. Pearce , I .P.M. -. H. H.
Trevilhick , S.W .; B. Spray. J .W . ; Rev. George Kenned y,
Chap lain ; Frank R. H.irny,  T iv i i sunr ;  John P. Smith ,
P.M., Secretary; N. |. West , P\\L. Director of Ceremonies ;
T. Mills , S.D. ; J.

* 
Pnl g lase, jun. ,  J .D. ; L. L. Ross ,

Organist ; W. J. Jordan , I.G. ; Bros. Baivdcn and Vivian ,
Stewards ; and Bray, Ti ler . The brethren then re-
paired to the White Har t  Hotel , were au cxcel' cnl banquet
was provided by the hostess Miss Olver. They were
joined by Bro. John Thomas , W.M.; John 1- cvHng,
P.M. ; and W. H. Tressider , S.W. 389. Redruth ; W. II.
Kinsman , W.M. elect ; Jam; s Lovell, jn:i., Secre tary No.
1 2 1 , Penzance , anil other v i s i t ing  biethren , the lotal num-
ber present b t ing  64. The usual loyal antl Masonic 10 ists
were abl y g iven  and cloqucntli  nsponded to , tlie W.M.,
Bro. Thomas, 58}, and Bro. Wil l iams , i _ : ;2,  bo:h m a k i n g
very appropriate remaiks on severa l subj.cls that just
now are of peculiar interest to Freemasons. The latt r
referred to the suggestion made by Freemasons in France
uf their desire to expunge from their  ceremonials all re-
ference lo tits Deity , and contended that lo do this would
be to undermine the foundation on which Freemasonry
rests. A most pleasant evening was spent , and it will be
remembered as one of the  largest and most interesting of
the annual  festivals of this most successful and flourish-
ing Lod ge.— I Tester n JJoil i /  Mevatr t / .
'WHITEHAVEN.—Lewis'Lodgc(No. 872). —

The St. John 's festival of this lod ge vvas held on Wednes-
day afternoon , the 26th ult., in the Masonic Hal l , Duke-
street. There vvas a large at:er .dance of members , as well
as brethren from other lodges. The W.M., Iiro. Cowman ,
opened the lod ge, there being also present the following
Past Masters, viz., Bros. W. Gill , Sp it tal , Atkinson , l l ud -
dlcston, Kenworthy, Gibson , Barr , and S indwith , belong-
ing to Lod ges 119 and 872. Bros. Kc-mvortliy, P. P.G.J.W.,
and Gibson , P.G. Sec, were the Instal l ing Masters , and
discharged the duties of their respective offices in an ad-
mirable manner, 'bo. Thomas Bell , hav ing  been dul y
installed , nppointci ' his ollieers as follows :—Bros. I" .
Hod gson, S.W. ; J. Lav , J.W. ; J. Spittal , Treasurer ; R.
Twenty man , Secretary ; J. VVint i r , S.U. ; J . Jackson , J.D.;
J . Cooper , Organist; A. I laidie , I.G. ; J . Sali>bury,  Ty ler;
V. P. Baiv)ins ,andT. lillwood , Stewards. Thelod ge having
been closed in form , the br.thren repaired to tlie banquet-
ing room , where an excellent si read awaited them. The
chair was occup ied by the W.M., Bro. Bell , suppoited ri ght
anil left by P.M. 's of 872 and 1 19. The following was
the toast list :—"The Queen and the Craft ," hy the Chair -
man ; " The Prinress of Wales and the- rest of the Royal
Family," l y the Chairman ; "The M.W.G.M., the Prince
of Walts," by the Chairman ; "The Pro G.M., the Earl
of Carnarvon , the D.G.M., Lord Skelmeisdale , and the
rest of the Officers of Grand Lodge," proposed by Bro.
Atkinson ; " The R. W.P.G.M., M.P., lhe Earl of Bective ,"
proposed by Bro. Gibson ; " The I .P.G.M., Bro. Whitwell ,
M.P., and the rest of the Officers of P.G.L." proposed by
Bro. Sp ittal) , re sponded to by Bro. Gibson and others; "The
Newly-Installed VV.M. of Lewis Lod ge, 872 , Whitehaven ,
Bro. Bell ," proposed by B'o. Cowman , responded to bv Bro.
Bell ; " The W.M. and P.M.'s of Sun , Square , and Com-
passes Lod ge, 11 9, Bro. Paitson ," proposed by Bro. Hud-
dleston , responded to by Bro. Alsop and others ; "The Re-
tiring Blaster of Lodge S72 , Bro. Cowman ," proposed by
the Worshi pful Master , responded to by Bro. Cowman ;
•'The Past Masters of Lewis Loilge ," proposed by Bro.
Alsop, responded to by Bros. Gill , Spina) , and others;
" T he Instal l ing Masters , Bros. Kenworthy and Gibson ,
proposed by Bro. Atkinson , responded lo b y Bros. Ken-
worth y and Gibson ; -'The Newl y invested Office is of 872 ,"
proposed by Iiro. Kenwoithy,  responded to bv Bros. Hod g-
son , Hay, ;:iid others ; " The Vi.iitiug Brethren ," pr i.po-cd
by Bro, Sp ittal , responded to by Bros . Barr , Sandwith ,
Fletcher (Barrow),  and Smal lwod  (Har r ing ton ) ; " The
Masonic Chari t ies ," piopo-cd b y bro. Barr ; " All Poor
and l.Jislies -ed Masons. " proposed by the  W.M.

LISKEARD. — Saint Mar t i n's Lodge,
(No. 310).—The aimi/al  meeting of the St. Martin 's
Lotl ge took place on Thursday 271I1 ult., St. John 's Day.
The lodge was opened at 4 p.m., and after the confirma-
tion of the minutes , the installation of the W.M. elect ,
Bro. J. Beag lchole, S.W., was proceeded with , the ceremony

being impressively performed by tlie I.P.M., Bro. John F.
Chiltls , P.G. Reg. ; who was supported by the follow-
ing board of P.M.'s :—R. Hooper. P.M. ; K. Coath , ,P.M. ;
R. A. Courtney, P.AI., P.P.G.D.C ; T. Whi te , P.M.,
P.P.G.S. of VV. ; J. W . Chegwidden , P.M., P.P.G.D.C :
VV. Polking horne , P.M. 115 1 P.P.G.St .l .; G. Hanus ,
P.M. 1164 ', P.G.P. ; S Mitchell , P.M. 6011, P.P.G.Sul. I I .
Pole , W.M. 1164 ; and J. lUwling, W.M. 1. .71. Af.ei
the installation the VV .M. appo int ' , d and invested his ofii .-crs
for the year , \ i / .  :—Bros. J . F. Childs , I.P.M ; W. Nettl e,
S.W. ; J. Harris, J.VV. ; the Rev. W. Koolces , C h a p lain ;
T. White , Treasurer ; R . A .  Courtney, See. ; () . Colmer ,
S. D.; W. Sargent , J . D. ; E. Venning,  Organist ; W.
Hockeii , D.C. ; I. U. Hill , I.G. ; T. E. Moon, and A.
Heathman , Stewards; R. 1'enwarden , 1 ylcr, Bro.W. Nettle ,
S.VV., being unanimousl y appointed Steward to the C.M.A.
Fund. The accounts i.i the Treasurer were passed , and
the sum of £10 voted to the funds  of the Royal Masonic
Benevolent Institution for the Widows of Freemasons.
During lhe yi ar the lodge had also made grants of £ 10 1 os.,
to lhe Roval Masonic Institution for Girls ; £(0 10s to
the Royal Masonic Institution for Boys ; tz 2S. to the
C.M.A. Fund ; and £30 in reduction of the debt d i e  on
the bui lding ; the  Saint Martin 's Chapter  aLo sub :cri!_ ing
the sum of £ 10 to tlie Royal Masonic Benevolent Inst i tu -
tion for Aged Freemasons. At C) pan. the brethren ad-
journed io Webb's Hotel , and sat down to a Mimpm v.is
repast , presided over by the W.M. On the'remoial  of the
cloth the loyal and Masonic toasts were du l y g iven and
responded to , inte rspersed with some cap ital songs aud
music , rend: red by tome of the brethren , which id Jed
Considerabl y to the enjoyment of the evening.

BEDFORD.—Stuart  Lodge (Ne. '. 340).—The
Christmas meeting of tbis lod ge vvas held in the lod ge
rooms , at the Swan Hotel , Bedford, on VVeancs.lay, the
2"th ult., when there were present Bros. W. Rhy s V.'i l-
liams, M.D., P.A.G.D.C, W.M. ; Cip t .  Col'au in , S.VV.
Coombs , |.W.; Rev. C. Brnvton , K.D., Chap.; Prior , M.D,
P.M., Treas. ; Aid. Sergeant , P.M , Sec ; Aid. Bull , J.P.,
P.M., Steward : Cookson , P.M., ac t ing  I.P.M. ; Bdl oo ,
P.M., acting S.D. ; Thod y, J .D. ; Caller , i .G. ; and
Rcyr.olds, T y l e r ;  whilst nm -inijs t  tlie bre thren pre .eat
were Bros. H.Young,  Allen , Jarvis , A yres , R. Boug hton-
Smtlh , and others. A son of a fev nv.r me.uher of the
lodge vvas proposed as a joining member , and a resident in
the nei ghbourhood for initi ilion. There being no fur ihov
work , the brethren ailj . i i initd from labour LJ refreshment ,
fiftee n si t t ing down to an excellent supper. A p leasant
evening vvas spent , enlivened wilh the c lpital singing of
Bros . S.rgeant , Cookson , Al ien , Young, and Jarvi ;.

SLEAFORD.—St. Botolph's Lodge (No.
588).—The installation meeting of this li t t le lod ;;c took
place as usual ou St. Jolm 'j  day, when the Rev. Bro. W,
Lynes, P.G.C attended , and a del n s I n - t iLiag M -isler.
The following are the officers appointed : Bros. K. Thorp.-,
VV.M. ; W, Stringer , S.VV.; R. VVild goose, J .VV .;
T. |. Tomlinson , P.M., Secretary ; C. V. Jackson , S D.;
G. Bellamy, J .D. ; A. W. l.imbeil , Organist ; W. Hi pkin ,
I.G. ; and T. Chapman , Ty lc- . Bro ;. Hildre d , P.M. 2 7 2 ,
and J. T. Harmaton , Org. 4(19, were present as vi.-ilors.
The baiupict took place at the  Bristol Anns after ihe
lod ge was closed , when the usual Masonic  leasts  were
given , and a pleasant evening vvas spent under tlie pr. si-
dencv of the nevvl y-iustalled W.M.

LAUNCESTON. — Dunheved Lodge (No.
7S9).—The annual meeting of the above lod ge was held
on Thursday, 2 7th ulr., at tlie Masonic Hail , l.atmce ton.
The VV.M. elect , VV. Bro. Thomas Pomtry Trood , was in-
stalled by W. Bro. D. H. Wr. I lorlock , P.M. and P.G.S.W.,
supported by the following board of I.M. 's :—VV. Bros
Rev. G. Ross , P.P.G.C ; J. Hawkins , P.G.I. D.; C. G.
Archer , P.P.G.S. ; P. F. Simcoe , P.G.S. ; VV . T. P u s o n ,
P.P.G.S. ; !'. Couch , P.M. 789. At me clo e e,f tlie in-
stallation Ihe VV.M. invested the fol lowin g bre 'hreii as his
officers for tlie e nsuing v tar : — VV. Bros. G, Reiss , I.P.M. ;
C Parsons. S.W. : li. Trood, J .VV. ; Rev.  W. S. Slo ire-
Evans , P.P.G.C, Chaplain;  H. M. Harvey,  Ticasuur ; J.
Hawkins , Secretary ; J. KilUnv, S.D. . VV. Andrew , J.D. ;
T. C. Lang don , I.G. ; P. r. simcoe, Steward to Masonic
Charities ; IC. Wilcocks , S.S. ; B. Parsons , J .S. ; J . Fid' er ,
Tj ler. The business being concluded , the brethren ad-
journed to their  diuing-lial l , and p u t o o k of aa exeeiieal
bant ]uet , provided by the custodian , Bro. j. l'iiller. A very
ple-asam evening was enjoyed by all.

COCKERMOUTH. -Skiddaw Lodge (No.
1002 ).—An emergency meeting of th is lod ge was held on
Thursday evening, the 27th ult. ,  there being present
Bros. R. Robinson , P.M. and Treasurer , in the chair ;
Isaac Evening,  S.W. ; Dr. Dodgson , P.M. as J.W. ; T.
Bird , S.D. ; W. F. Lamonby, P.M. ami Sec. (Freemason) ;
W. Shilton , P.M., ns I.G.; W. 11. Lewthwaitc , P.M. and
Org. ; [as. Black , W.M. elect; T. C. Robinson , Capt. F.
R. Sewell; H. Peacock , R. Harriso :, and J. Fearon. The
W.M., in the chair , having read the notice convening the
meeting, which was a resolution for the admission of
two candidates , Messrs. Thomas Armstrong and John
Tovvtrs , they were balloted for , unanimousl y accepted , and
dul y initiated into Masonry. The lod ge being closed in
foim , ;i lodge of instruction was held.

ST. GERMANS.—Lodge E l i o t , (No 116 4).—
Theannua l  meeting of this lodg¦ • was held at tlie Masonic
Rooms on Thursday, lhe 2 7th ni l .  T. , _ _ VV.M., i- l .c t ,  Bro.
Henry Pole , was installed by Iiro . G. Harm's , P.M., P.P .G.
Purst'., assisted by Bros- , |.'|5. Kerswill , P.M., P.P .G S.B.,
and lohn ChiUs , VV.M. L .j- l ge :io. Al the i l  ne of the
installat ion the fo l lowing brethren were app ointed as
officers for the ensuing year :—Bros. F. S. Hawke ,  S.W. ;
John Oates, .j.W. ; Gciirge B unes , Treasurer ; William
Pctlnick , Secretary ; Fiancis Johns , S.D ;l!Miard Broad ,
J.D. ; P. O'Dogherty, I.G. ; 'john Hawke, Ty ler ; and S.
Johns , Organist. At the close of the lodge the brethren ,
with many other brethren from Liskeard. Saltash , St.



Martins , and Looe, repaired to the Eliot Arms , where an
excellent banquet was provided by the hostess (Mrs.
Jenkins) . After the usual toasts had been given and a
very pleasant evening spent , the meeting closed at io
o'clock.

SLAITHWAITE.—Colne Valley Lodge (No.
t (j .. ').—This lodge held its annual Festival of St. John 's
on Wednesday, the 19th ult., at the Lewisham Hotel ,
and was well attended by brethren from Lancashire ,
Saddleworth , Meltham , and Huddersfield , who seemed
anxious to honour a young lodge which deserved so well
of the Craft. Commencing only twelve months ago with
nine members , it has increased to thirty-one good and true
Masons who have followed the first W.M. into the Craft ,
knowing that in so faithful a guide no dan ger would
ensue, neither have they been mistaken , for all have
expressed their keen delight at the good fellowshi p which
has been found in addition to the greater aims, dignity
and worth of the science. The meeting on Wednesday
was at three o'clock. After the minutes of the previous
meeting had been passed, Mr. Peters was balloted for and
a fterwards dul y initiated by the W.M., Bro. George Haigh.
Bro. Samuel Sugden , the W.M. elect, vvas then presented
and dul y installed by Bro. Varley, Huddersfield , who did
his work well. A number of other brethren were invested
with collar and jewel of their respective offices. After the
business of the lodge the room was rearranged , and a
splendid spread set out for the company by Bro. Wood ,
who had done all he could to give and deserve satisfaction.
At the festive board sat at the head of No. 1 table the
newl y appointed W.M., with him Bro. G. Haigh, the
I.P.AL The loyal and patriotic toasts were given with
Masonic horouis. and when about the middle of their
ceremonies Bro . Derbyshire , S.W., got up aud presented
Bro. G. Hai gh with a most beautiful Past Master 's jewel ,
which had been freel y subscribed to by every member of
thelod ge, for the kindness , urbanity, and brotherl y affection
by which Bro. Haigh had welcomed every young member ,
for the zeal he had disp layed on behalf of the lodge, and
for what he had done for Masonry in the Colne Valley.
Bro. Jno. Sug den , an old friend , had the pleasing duty of
investing Bro. Hai gh with the distinguishing badge,
which had on the front the simple yet beautiful words
" Brotherly love," and on the back " Presented to Bro.
George Hai gh , the first W.M. of the Colne Valley. As
Bro. Haigh had not the slighest idea of what had been
done on his behalf , he exhibited a little embarrasment , and
assured the breth ren that this kindness would be remem-
bered as long as h; lived.

%\a\rd %tt\\.

TRURO.—Royal Cornubian Chapter (No.
33 1).—At the last meeting of this chapter, five pounds
was voted towards the Royal Masonic Benevolent Insti-
tution , of which the R.W. the Earl of Mount Edgcumbe,
P.G.AL , is the Steward for the Province of Cornwall.
We are pleased to hear that more than £300 will ba
placed at the Earl's disposal. M.E. Comp. J. Bray was
invested by Comp. Anderton , P.Z., as ist Principal , and
Comp. J. P. Rogers, as 3rd Principal; Comp. W. Lake,
the 2nd Princi pal elect, was unavoidabl y absent. The
other officers invested were Comps. J. H. Ferris, E.; W.
D. Rogers, N.; R. Carter , P.S.; T. Olver, jun., 1st A.S. ;
J. B. Champ ion , 2nd A.S. ; E. T. Carlyon , P.G.S.E.,
Treasurer ; J. T. Hawken , Registrar ; and W. Rooks,
janitor.

TYWARDREATH.—Unity Chapter (No.
115 1).—At a meeting of the members of this chapter,
E. Comps. the Rev. Dr. Treffry, Z.; William Tonkin , H.;
Captain Hugh Colville , J.; presiding as the three Princi-
pals, it was proposed by E. Comp. Rev Dr. Treffry, and
seconded by the ether two Principals , that the sum of
£io should bc placed in the hands of E. Comp. Hug han
to purchase a Life Governor 's vote in the Royal Masonic
Benevolent Institution , makin g £20 in all from the
chapter for this year. The St. Andre w's Lodge, No, 115 1,
and Restormel Encampment of Knig hts Templar, meet-
ing at the place, recentl y voted £10 each, thus making
a total of £40 for Tywardreath , which sum is to be
placed on the list of the Earl cf Mount Edgcumbe, as
Stewa rd for Cornwall , in February, 1878. So far over
£300 has been promised in the province, which is
certainl y a creditable amount in one year, but as it is
onl y recently that large amounts have been subscribed ,
and as at present at least £150 is being received annually
from the institution on behalf of Cornish annuitants , it
is evident that much larger sums than those mentioned
should be raised annuall y by the lod ges and chapters in
Cornwall.

ff lnk i&RSOMi*.

ST. MARK'S LODGE (No 1).—The January
meeting of the above loilge was held on Tuesday last, at
the Masonic Rooms , Little Britain. Brethren present :
Bros. E. H. Thiellay, W.M. ; Dubois , S.W.; Stephens ,
J.W . ; H. C. Levander , P.M., Treas. ; George Kenning,
P.M ., Sec; Wilkinson , and D'Almaine. The minutes of the
last meeting were read and confirmed. A ballot was taken
for Bro. Herbert Santtr : the result being in his favour, Pro!
Santer was advanced to the degree of Mark faster. It
was proposed by the Treasurer , seconded by Bro. Wil-
kinson , and carried , that the future meetings of the lodge
be he'd at the Freemasons' Tavern. The lodge was then
closed. The brethren dined together at the Holborn
Restaurant.

Strong also added to the amusements of the evening by-
singing, and Mrs. Strong and Miss Constable likewise
performed on the piano w ith great ability. Altogether the
entertainment was admirable , and was thoroughly en-
joyed by the company. Refreshments were served at in-
tervals during the evening, and before the party separated
at ten o'clock , Bro. Constable rose and said that all present
highly appreciated the efforts that had been made to
amuse them , but there was one to whom they were all
very much indebted , Dr. Strong, whose efforts .on behalf of
the old people were so well known. He would not
dilate on his many virtues, but he was sure
the brethren all loved and respected him , as he (Bro.
Constable) himself did. He proposed three heartv cheers
for Dr. Strong, and the partner of his life. Dr. Stro ng,
after the cheers had been vociferously given , thanked
Bro. Constable for what he had said. When Bro. Con-
stable began to speak he (Dr. Strong) had no idea he
was going to couple his name with the compliment.
He thought that Bro. Terry was about to be the object
of his remarks, as to him was due all the honour Bro.
Constable showered on him (Dr. Strong). It was Bro.
Terry who looked after the Institution from year's end to
year's end , and it was Bro. Ferry who initiated these
entertainments. If the company, therefore , would allow
him (Dr. Strong) he would now propose " The Health
of Bro. Terry." Bro. Terry in reply said it was a
source of great gratification to him to have had
something to do with getting up this entertainment , ar|d
if it added to the comfort of the old brethren and ladies in
the Institution he was amply repaid for any trouble he
mi ght have been at. His greatest delight was to come
down to Croydon and do something for them. They had
been kind enoug h to acknowled ge the services of himself ,
his wife, and family, and he thanked them very heartily
for so doing. In return he wished them most heartily a
happy and prosperous New Year, and he hoped to have all
the brethren 's best services for the next festival of the In-
stitution on the 13th February. It was highly gratif ying
to him that for the first time in the history of this Institu-
tion it stood No. 1 for 1877 on the list of donations and
subscriptions. The Girls' School received £11,800 in the
year, the Boys' £14,300, and the Benevolent Institution
£16,427. That would gratify all the brethren , because it
would enable the committee to take on a larger number of
annuitants. Within the last four day s, however, there
had been nineteen additional petitions \n, and therefore he
hoped that at the festival in 'February the brethren would
again strongly support the Institution. The visitors then
bade good-ni ght to the annuitants , and returned to town
in the special saloon carriage kindly provided by the South
Eastern Railway Company.

ittbltr gimiscmimts.
ST 11 AND.—This being the season almost entirely devoted

to pantomime and extravaganza , it was but natural that
the oldest established house in London for this elegitimate
form of dramatic entertainment should supp ly its patrons
with a new burlesque in the place of Messrs. Reece and
Farnie's somewhat dry " Champagne," which has done
duty for some little time. Also it was but natural that
Mrs. Swanborough should entrust Mr. Burnand , the popu-
lar author of " Blaok-eyed-Susan ," with the work in
which he had proved himself to bc so thoroughl y at home
with . " The Red Rover , or I Believe You my Buoy," is
the title of Mr. Burnand' s latest edition of a nautical tra-
dition , as he terms it in the bill , and certainl y no expense
nor trouble has been spared by the management in doing
justice to the title. In addition to such old favourites as
Messrs. Marius , Cox, Penley, and Miss Lottie Venne, we
have Miss Rachel Sanger, who upon this occasion makes
her first appearance at this Theatre. Of the
trifle itself , perhaps the least said the better—that
it amuses the audience is beyond doubt — that
it bored us is equally true, but then we
are not great lovers of burlesque , and are inclined no
doubt to bc captious , and have scarcely recovered , perhaps,
from our late Christmas festivities—save the mark. Of
the acting, all the ladies and gentlemen engaged exert
themselves with earnestness and success. M. Marius is
exceeding ly clever in his impersonation of the excitable
pirate, and the way in which he sings " Keep it dark"
makes amends for much exaggeration. In the last scene
Miss Sanger , as the fascinating lieutenant , of course is
charming—she cpuld not be otherwise—and Miss Venne
again proves what a valuable acquisition she is in a bur-
lesque company. OE the others, Messrs. Cox and Penley
make the most of their parts ; the former as " Guinea,"
and the latter as the hapless tailor , " Homespun,'' The
burlesque is preceded by the successful comedy " Family
Ties," by the same author.

FOLLY.—The new Christmas novelty entitled ''A Night
of Terror " at this house is a decided success. It is ad-
niittedly an adaption fro m the French , but it has been so
cleverly worked for the Eng lish siage by Messrs. Wynd-
ham and Matthison that it is thoroug hly English in tone.
It would be most unfair to tell the story, if indeed it could
be done, except on the stage, for more than half the
pleasure of the audience consists in witnessing the wild ,
extraordinary, impossible, but irresistabl y laug hable sur-
piises wrought out of the many incidents and complica-
tions of the piece. At this time of the year when the
inclination of sensible people is to find enjoyment , a large
portion of which should consist of merriment , there is
not another place ( f  amusement 111 London where that en-
joyment and merriment can , with such certainty, be found
as at " I h- Fol j." The acting throughout is excellent.
Miss Munrpe and Miss Violet Cameron vie with each other
in makipg wholly attractive and charming their respective
parts, and Messrs. Hill , Howson, Murray, Day and Ash-

The " New Year 's Trea t " to the aged inmates of the
Asylum of this Institution at Croydon was given on
Wednesday last , when several brethren and ladies who
take a warm interest both in the success of the Institution
and the comfort and happiness of the annuitants , made
the journey to Croydon to see the inmates , and afford them
a few hours ' entertainment at the opening of the year
187 8. Among the party were Bro. James Terry, Secretary
of the Institution ; George Knill , Collector; Thomas
Cubitt , P.G.P. ; W. W. Alorgan , G. Ward Verry, G. H.
Wrebb, C. J. Perceval , C Daniel , H. Massey (Freemason),
W. H. Hall , J. Newton , W. H. Main , F. C. Cox, R.
Pea rcey, J. Frock, E. G. Legge, E. Bowyer , R. H. Hal-
ford , J. A. Farnfield , J. Constable, Dr. Strong, Honorary
Surgeon to the Institution , Messrs. G. Reckncll , F. T.
Tubbs, H. Dines, E. H. Dines , Mrs. Terry,
Mrs. Constable , Mrs. Bowyer, Mrs. Perceval , Mrs. Newton ,
Mrs. Strong, Mrs. Verry, Mrs. Halford , Miss Terry, Miss
Talmage, and Miss Constable.

The company arrived at their destination shortly before
two o'clock , and on reaching the Institution were con-
ducted to the dining hall , which they found very tastefully
arranged with Christmas " welcomes " on the walls, Ma-
sonic insi gnia , and well executed national arms. The
tables were laid out with Christmas cheer, some excellent
hothouse plants lent by Dr. Strong, and a plentiful supply
of bonbons. The party was a large one, so large indeed
that the capacity of the hall was sorely tried , and
for the full enjoyment of such a pleasant meeting required
a further extension. However , the company, although
hoping that before another New Year the Craft will see
fit to enlarge the chamber , set all difficulties on one side
and entered heart and soul into the proceedings of the
day. Dr. Strong took the head of the table, supported on
his right by Bro. Norris (Warden), and on his left by
Mrs. Terry ; while the vice chair was occupied by Bro.
James Terry. The other visitors attended to the comforts of
the annuitants , and were unremitting in their endeavours
to make them comfortable , exertions which appeared to bc
highly appreciated by the old people. When the heavier
portion of the repast had been disposed of , that great in-
stitution , the Christinas pudding, which had been specially
prepared by Mrs. Strong for the occasion , was introduced ,
and althoug h, of a size that would gladden the hea rt of
the most voracious schoolboy home for the holidays, very
quickly disappea red. At the close of the repast all the old
ladies were presented with a pound of tea, and all the old
brethren with a pound of tobacco , sent as usual by Bro.
William Hale, and before the annuitants adjourned to
their residences, Dr. Strong first proposed " The Health of
the Queen ," the patroness of the Institution , patroness of
the Cra ft , and mother of the M.W.G.M. When this
toast had been honoured Dr. Strong proposed the health
of those friends who provided the entertainment , and said
that there might be some persons present who were not
aware that these annual gatherings, and all the good
things provided did not come out of the funds of the institu-
tion , but were voluntary gifts. One brother sent the tea ,
another the tobacco, another the wine, and such nice things
as would warm the annuitants ' toes before going to bed. For
those who did not prefer these articles there was another
little article provided , bearing a likeness of Her Majesty.
Therefore to these brethren who hail furnished such ar-
ticles, and the good cheer that had just been partaken of ,
he proposed the thanks of the company by drinking their
health. Dr. Strong, after this toast had been drunk , pro-
posed "The Health of Bro. Norris, Warden." The worthy
Chairman said he was not an Irishman , and as a true
and loyal subject of Her Majesty, was not a Home Ruler;
but he was going to ask the company to drink the health
of the Home Ruler of those who were residents of this
Institution , Bro. Norris, the Warden. He was sure that to
all those who had the pleasure and happ iness of being
pnder Bro. Norris's sway not the least pleasant portion of
(his gathering was to see him occupying the position he
had occupied for the last two or three years. All the com-
pany trusted that he might be spared to them for some
time longer. At one time it was thought that Bro.
Norris was the oldest Mason in England ; but another
brother had lately had , he would not say the impudenc,
to come forward , but he had come forward anil said he
>vas a month older in Masonry than Bro. Norris. But
Bro. Norris was tough , and as long as his constitution
would hold out he (Dr. Strong) , would promise to en-
deavour with God's blessing to do his best to enable Bro.
Norris to survive the other brother who claimed the older
Masonship. They would now drink Bro. Norris 's health ,
with the heartiest good wishes for his long life and strength
fo be Warden of the Institution. Bro. Norris, in reply, ten-
dered his sincere thanks for Dr. Strong's kind expressions
and the warmth of the company 's response and only
wished he was deserving of half the good expressions that
Pr. Strong and the kind friends arcund him used towards
him. With this the old people adjourned for a short time
to their homes, where they were visited by the ladies and
brethren ; and after tea an evening entertainment was pro-
y ided , in which Mr. Frank Thornton , Miss Terry, Mrs.
Stiong, Dr. Strong, Miss Strong, Messrs. Dines, Miss Tal-
madge, Bro. John Constable, and Miss Constable took part ,
and iu which thi re was some excellent singing and
music. Dissolving views, representing a journey " jlound
the World in Ninety Minutes ," were given by Bros. Legge
and Newton , and a negro entertainment by Messrs. Dines
and Miss Talmadge. Mr. Frank Thornton sang a good
patter song, " Coming of Age," Don't ask mc to gjve
up Flo.," and gave some lively imitations of a showman.
Miss Terry, besides accompany ing on the piano in maf-
kedly finished style, sang with equal ability the song, " I
love new friends ," and Miss Strong gave an admirable
performance on the violin. Bro. John Constable and Dr.
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ford have, perhaps, never appeared to better advantage in
any piece of a similar nature. We have only one fault
to find with the songs and the incidental music, of the for-
mer there are too few, of the latter too little.

The distinguished and chivalric United Religious and
Military Orders of the Temple, and of St. John , of
Jerusalem, Palestine, Rhodes, and Malta , which are so
far connected with Freemasonry, like the Order of
Charles XIII ,, of Sweden, that all the members must
bc Masons, are likely to be revived in Cornwall, we
understand, under tbe able guidance of Sir F. M.
Williams, who has been appointed Provincial Prior in
the room of Lord Eliot, now Earl St. German 's, who
resigned some time since. The Prince of Wales is Grand
Master, Her Majesty the Q.ueen is Patron of the Order ,
Lord Skelmersdale is Great Prior nominate of England,
and has been installed in succession to tbe late Earl of
Shrewsbury. The Duke of Connaught is Great Prior of
Ireland, the Earl of Charlemont is Great Marshal, the Hon.
Judge Townshend, Arch Chancellor ; Sir Patrick Colqu-
houn , Arch Registrar ; Lord Dunboyne, Standard Bearer ;
Viscount Newry, Grand Master's Banner Bearer.
Amongst the Knights Grand Cross are the Prince of
Wales, the Emperor of Germany, the King of Sweden,
the Crown Prmce of Germany, Crown Prince of Denmark ,
Prince John of Glucksenburg, the Earl of Limerick, &c.
A preceptory of Knights Templar meets at Tywardreath.
H.R.H. the G.M. has, we understand , been pleased to
make Bro. Emra Holmes, collector of H.M. Customs,
Fowey, a Knight Commander, in consideration of his
services to the Order. Mr. Holmes is the author of
" Notes on the United Orders of the Temple and Hos-
pital," published some time since in the pages of the Free-
mason, and of a volume of " Tales, Poems, and Masonic
Papers."—Western Daily Mercury.

THE BRITISH MUSEUM .—Since our fast notice
of late acquisitions in the department of MSS. in the
British Museum other additions of value have been made,
of which the following is a summary :—Church Service
books are represented by a small bre/iary of English use ;
a book of Horae for the use of the Monastery of St. Bridget
of Syon , and a parish priest's Manual , also of English use—
all of the fifteenth century. The Manual is always a
service-book of interest , containing as it does those occasional
offices for baptism , marriage, visitation of sick, and burial ,
in some of whicb fragments of English appear ; and this
example is a fine one. The Leabhair ri Maolconaire is a
collection of legends, poems, tec, in Irish , written in the
sixteenth century. Irish MSS. are not too numerous in
this country, and we are, therefore, glad to see this volume
placed in the national collection. Written in English are
a small volume of Gospel lessons, illustrated by tales in
verse, of the fifteenth century, and a long rol l of Bible
history of the same period , a translat ion of the Latin com-
pilation of which so many copies are to be found ; the
English version is rare. Another roll which has been added
to the collection also deals with Biblical and medi.-nval
history in the form of pictorial desi gns by an Italian artist
of the fifteenth century. But perhaps what will attract
more attention is the Diary of Cardinal York , contained in
upwards of 20 volumes , and covering the years 1758-1805,
together with several volumes of correspondence, and papers
relating to the Sobieski family. It should be remembered
that the Cardinal's inheritance of the Stuart papers long
ago found its way into the Royal Library at Windsor , and
that, therefore, we must not look for material for English
history among this collection, which is presented to the
museum by the Hon. Mrs. Otway-Cave. That the literary
remains of the late George Smith should rest under the
roof where he made a name as an Assyrian scholar is
appropriate. The trustees have purchased his working
note-books, which are believed to contain much valuable
matter. Another noteworthy purchase is that ofthe papers
connected with the Shakespeare forgeries by Ireland, which,
in the form of correspondence of the elder Ireland and
cuttings from contemporary papers, give a full history of
the affair. A good deal of early English music has also
been collected, and includes , in addition to several volumes
of compositions of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries ,
an interesting MS. of airs, chants , and other pieces com-
posed by Tallis and collected by Thomas Mulliner in the
sixteenth century, and also several volumes of oratories
and other works by Dr. William Crotch. The collection of
manuscript music in the department is beginning to be re-
spectable. That so little attention should have been paid
to this class of MS. by librarians of former times is, we
think , as much the fault of the public, who cared not for
such things, as of officials , who perchance despised them.
Of miscellaneous volumes the following may be noticed :—
An inventory of the King 's " Wardrobe Stuff ," hangings,
carpets, bed furniture , &c, at Windsor and Westminster ,
34 Hen. VIII. to 1 Edw. VI. ; Lectures of Dr. John Rai-
noldes, Dean of Christ Church , in answer to Bellarmin ,"
1590; the Musa? Boreales, or Iter Boreale of Robert
Eedes, Dean of Windsor, of the seventeenth century ; a
household account-book of the family of Archer of Essex,
1600-1624; a narrative , in French , of Charles the Second's
convng to Rouen, in 165 1, by J. Samborne; scientific
voyages by Edmund Halley in iGnS and 1701 ; a small
volume of notes of monuments and inscri ptions in London
churches , by Peter Le Neve ; a rate-book of Dartford , 172 7-
1785 ; a collection of Whi g or Anti-Jacobite ballads and
songs, 1688-1747 ; a volume o! ancient Scottish poems ,
1725 ; letters of Thomas VVarton to Edmond Malone, 1781-
1790 ; collections relating to Burcote, Worfield , and Bridg-
north , county Salop ; and journals of missions to Siam by
Dr. Richardson ,* 1829-1835.—Academy.

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR IN CORN-WALL.
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At the last meeting of the Invicta Chap ter
Sovereign Prince Rose Croix, H.R.D.M., 111. Bro. Magnus
Ohren , 31% was installed M.W.S. of that chapter , held
at the Masonic Hall , 33, Golden-square , London. The
Installing Officer was the 111. Bro. W. Hyde Pullen , 330.

Messrs. Spottiswoode have issued a most in-
teresting book , entitled " Bonn to Metz." It is an account
of how two English gentlemen travelled from Bonn to
Metz in six days on bicycles. The book is written by
one of the daring travellers, C. F. Cascella , Esq., and
proves that he can drive his pen as easily as he can his
bicycle. The account is given in fluent , graceful English ,
and will well repay the perusal .

Owing to the liberality exhibited by the mem-
bers of the Shakespeare Lodge, No. 99, an extra enter-
tainment is in store for the children of the Roy al Masonic
Institution for Girls at their " Twelfth Night Treat " on
Monday next.

THE MASONIO INSTITUTIONS.—We have
much pleasure m announcing that the following are the
correct totals of the amounts received by each ins titution
during the year 1877 : Royal Masonic Benevolent Insti-
tution , £16,308 8s. 1 id. ; Royal Masonic Institution for
Boys £14,369 14s. gd.; Royal Masonic Institution for
Girls £11,800.

The visit of the P rince of Wales to Hamilton
Palace next month is to be private in character, and mainly-
intended for the purpose of giving His Royal Hi ghness a
few days' shooting over the Hamilton demesne, the covers
of which have not yet been drawn this season.

Bro. J ohn Derby Allcroft , W.M. Lodge 1657,
will lay the foundation stone of St. Paul's, Old Ford, on
Friday next , the nth inst.

ANOTHER HONOUR TO R.W. B RO. W. J.
H U G H A N , OF Tituno.—We have to congratulate oures-
teemed and valued R.W. Bro. William James Hughan on
the very handsome compliment paid to him on the 30th
November, by the Franklin Lodge (134), Philadelphia , by his
election as an honorary member of that lodge, and this
compliment is the more valuable as by a decision of the
Grand Lodge of Pennyslvania on the 5th ult., such an
honour cannot be again conferred on any brother residing
in England.

At the annual meeting on the 17th ult., ofthe
famous "York Lodge," No. 236, the members elected seven
brethren honorary members, the first time, we believe, in
the history of the lodge that any in the Craft have been
so distinguished. The first so honoured is Bro. William
James Hughan , of Truro, author of "History of Free-
masonry at York," " Memorial of the Masonic Union of
1813," Sec. The remaining six are Bro. the Rev. A. F. A.
Woodford , M.A., of London , editor of the Freemason and
Masonic Magazine ; Bro. J. G. Findel , of Leipzig, author
of the " History of Freemasonry ;" Bro. D. Murray Lyon ,
of Edinburgh, author of the ' History of the Lodge
of Edinburgh from A.D. 1599," &c.; Bro. JE. J. Mclntyre ,
Q.C, Grand Registrar of Eng land ; Bro. John Hervey,
Grand Secretary of Eng land ; and Bro. George F. Fort (of
Camden , New Jersey, U.S.A.), author of the " Early
History and Anti quities of Freemasonry." The " York
Lodge " is the custodian of the archives of the extinct
" Grand Lod ge of all Eng land ," many of which are very
valuable. The ancient " clarges " in rolls (on paper or
parchment), date fro m the sixteenth century, and
traditionally Freemasonry had been worked in York for
many centuries earlier , the " Fabric Rolls of York Minster "
making mention of a " lod ge " in the fourteenth century,
and in all probability the " grand assemblies " were held in
that ancient city fro m A.D. 926.

INDIAN FA M I N E .—The Mansion House Fund
now amounts to half a million , and an intimation to this
effect was despatched by telegraph to her Majesty and by
letter to the Prime Minister. During the day tbe fol -
lowing Royal Message was received at the Mansion
House : " Sir Thomas Biddulp h , Osborne, to Sir Thos.
White, late Lord Mayor.—The Queen is much gratified
at the magnificent result of the Mansion House collection

Bro. W. F. Smart, accountant, of 16, Basing-
hall-street, took his son into partnership on Tuesday last,
the 1st January, 1878, from which date the firm will be
Wm. F. Smart and Son.

On Tuesday night the annual dinner of the
Oxford Druids was held at the Town Hall Oxford. The
chief speakers were Bro. the Earl of Jersey, who responded
for the House of Lords, and Sir William Harcourt.

A ROYAL PARDON .—Laurence Walsh, of the
1st Brigade of Royal Artillery, was tried by a general
court-martial on the nth of last month , charged with
having written letters of a seditious character to Patrick
Herliby, at Cork, and was sentenced to two years' penal
servitude. Her Majesty has now remitted the sentence, in
consideration of the prisoner's youth.

At the customary monthly meeting at the
Trinity House on Tuesday last, Bro. Thomas Brassey,
M.P., was, on the initiative of the Court , admitted and
sworn in as a younger brother of the Corporation. This
compliment has been paid to Bro. Brassey in considera -
tion of his services to the mercantile marine of the country,
and of his personal efficiency as a practical and skilful
navigator.

MASONIC SONGS .— A selection of Masonic
Songs set to popular airs, written by Bro. E. P. Philpots,
M.D., F.R.G.S., is now ready, forming a handsome
volume, bound in cloth, with gilt edges, 3s, Sent post
free from the office of this paper on receipt of stamps or
post-offic« ordar value 3s. 2d.—A DVT.

R OYAL MASONIC INSTITUTION FOR GIRLS.—
It has been decided that the Twelfth Night Treat to the
children of this school who remain during the Christ-
mas holidays shall take place on Monday next, at 4 p.m.,
at the schools, St. John 's Hill , Battersea Rise.

It was resolved at a meeting, on Wednesday, of
the Scottish Corporation to appoint a committee to con-
sider what steps should be taken for carry ing on the busi-
ness of that body in future , owing to the destruction ot its
hall in Crane Court by fire.

PRIORY LODGE , No. 1000.—The regular
meeting of this lodge was held on Thursday, the 20th
ult., a report of which will appear in our next.

The customary annual ball of the Cripplegatc
Pension Society will be held on Wednesday, the 30th inst.,
at the Cannon-street Hotel. Particulars may be obtained
of Bro. U. Knell. Hon. Sec, 20, Fore-street , City.

The Order of the Golden Fleece has been be-
stowed by the Emperor Francis Joseph, on Count
Andray, to whom the decoration was transmitted on
Wednesday last.

Mr. Stanley, the African traveller , was enter-
tained 011 Tuesday evening last , at Cairo, at a grand
banquet given in his honour by Bro. Sir George EUiot ,
Bart, M.P. The principal English and American visitors
and residents, and a considerable number of Egyptian
Pachas accepted Bro. Sir George's invitations , and this
Anglo-American New Year's Day entrrtainment turned
out one of the most brilliant and noteworth y incidents of
the. Cairo season .

A CORNISH C E N T E N N I A L .—A .'Centennial
meeting was recently held , in commemoration of the old
Cornish language, at St. Paul , near Penzance , the last
person who spoke Cornish having been buried in the
churchyard of that parish in 1877. Cornish is almost the
only European language which has died out in modern
times. Perhaps the only part of Europe in which a similar
centenary might be held would be the interior of Russia.
The meeting at St. Paul was held in the National School-
room. After tea had been served Mr. W. C. Borlase
briefly explained how the ancient Britons were driven by
the Saxons to Wales proper, and to West Wales, or Corn-
wall, where they kept up their ancient language ; he also
stated that no relics of the Cornish language carlitr in date
than the 13th century had been as yet found , althoug h
Welsh literature had been wel l known fro m a remoter
peiiod. Mr. Borlase then read Utters from the Earl of
Mount Edgcumbe , the Bishop of the Diocese, Sir J. St.
Aubyn , M.P., Professor Rh ys, and others , expressing their
interest in the subject. On the conclusion of Mr. Borlase's
address, the Rev. W. S. Leon Szyrma , vicar of Ncwlyn (a
part of the parish of St. Paul), gave an explanation of the
position of Cornish in the Aryan famil y of languages ,
and remarked that European languages being like a chain
of which Cornish was one link, that link was of much im-
portance to philologists. The unity of the European
languages was shown by example, taken from the com-
monest words, such as three, father , mother, &c, which
are similar in most European languages. The Cornish
language belonged to the Celtic division; it was nearest
to the Breton and Welsh , and was like the Irish , the
Manx, and the Gaelic. The rev. gentleman then gave a
summary of the relics of Cornish literature , especially
referring to Beaunan's " Menesek," a drama describing
the life of St. Menasech of Camborne, and the final
struggles between heathenism and Christianity in West
Cornwall, After referring to the other miracle plays,
the "Ori go Mundi , " the "Passio Christi , " the
" Resurrectio " (with the death of Pilate and the As -
cension), and, finally, Jordan's " Creacon ," of 1611, the
speaker described the gradual decline of the language be-
fore the English , from the period when , as at Buryan in
1336, the vicar of St. Just had to translate the sermon of
the Bishop of Exeter to the Buryan congregation , down
to the time when, in the Lizard region , and in the
parishes of St. Paul and St. Just , in the Land's End dis-
trict , the old Cornish alone was spoken , and then at
length died out at Mousehole. The event , the speaker
said , was not altogether to be regretted. It was an ex-
pensive luxury for a people to be bilingual , but the langu-
age ought always to be of interest to Cornishmcn, as it
still affected the Cornish dialect. Several other gentlemen
having spoken , the proceedings were closed with " God
save the Queen."

We have received a copy of " Freemasonry,
its two great doctrines , the existence of God , and a future
state," by Bro. Chalmers I. Paton , a ftview of which will
appear next week.

" ' Masonic Songs ' ,'( ' Freemason ' office) is a little
volume of ditties , set to popular airs for use at banquets,
which are fairly good. What has become, by-the-by, of
all the ceremonial music written by Mozart—himself no
mean brother of the Craft ? ' Der Zauberflote ' alone
would show his depth of Masonry."—Whitehall Review.

" All members of the Masonic bod y—and it includes
every class of society—will welcome ' The Cosmopolitan
Masonic Pocket Book for 1878.' To those who are in the
habit of travelling it is invaluable, since it gives all the
Masonic knowledge which can reasonably be desired.
Besides a pocket book of full and general information, and
to a Mason should be preferable to all others."—Berroio 's
Jp orccstcr J ournal.

HOLI.OIVAY s OiMMErvT. —A fair trial is all that is asled to provethe sterling and superior merits of ilrs Ointment , and to demons-trate how much more succ.ssr.i l it is in curiig old ulcers ,inveterate sores, disfi guring erup tions , than any other application .When properl y used it lessens the inflammation whi ch invadesparts adjacent to the wound or ulcer, where by much local pain inimmediately assuaged , and , in the course of an hour or two, thenost satisfactory result Invariably folio*-, which will steadil y ad-vance to a thorough permanent cure. Not only do outwardulceration s, wounds, and blemishes yield to Holloway 's prepara-tions, but also those e vcr present pests of winter—sore throat ,iiyhthtr 'ut, catarrh , c»»gh, and ncuralsic paint.—A BVT,



THE BOAR'S HEAD D INNER AT OXFORD .—
••'' H." writes to the Times :—"In your interesting account
of the Boar's Head Dinner, annual ly celebrated at the
Queen's College, Oxford , it is stated that the origin of the
ceremony is somewhat obscure. It may interest many
of your readers to learn that the custom or ceremony, of
which the serving up of the Boar's Head at the Queen 's
tabic on Christmas-Day is also a survival , was formerly
a universal custom in all England, and that its origin dates
back to Pagan Anglo-Saxon rites, and to ancient Germanic
rites in general. The most complete account of this
origin , founded on full research , appeared in the Gentle-
man 's Magazine for January of the present year, fiom the
pen of Karl Blind , under the title ol ' The Boar's Head
Dinner at Oxford , and a Germanic Sun-God. "

We extract the following from the " Mirror" of about
fifty years ago, a periodical which was then in the field
against ihc * Gentlemen's Magazin e as a repository of
curious" and anti quarian inftrmation : — " Sir,—Pass-
ing th°e villag e of Hornchurch , near Rcmford, last
Christmas Day, my attention was attracted by a crowd
of villagers sall ying foith into a field near the church , led
by a man dressed in a farmer 's frock, with the head of an
animal on the top of a long pole, with an orange in its
mouth , which I learnt afterwards to be thc head of a boar.
I enquired of a person whom I mtt the meaning of so
novel a sight, and he informed me that it was wrestled for
every Christmas Day by the peasantry.

M, SA R D O U .—The "Theatre " states that
this week M. Victorien [Sardou will read a new comedy to
company at the Theatre du Vaudeville. Madame Victoria
Lafontaine , at the express request of the author , has been
engaged to play the princi pal part.

ENGLISH TAPESTRY .—Her Royal Highness
Princess Utilise, with the Marquis of Lome, paid a visit
en Thursday week to the Royal Tapestry Manufactory at
Windsor , of which her Royal Highness has lately become
a vice-presi dent. She was received by tbe director (Mr.
D. Henry), who conducted her through the various work -
rooms to inspect the tapestries in progress ior Her Majesty
the Queen , the Duke of Argy ll , Mr. Christop her Sy kes,
&c, and a series of panels being made for Messrs Gillow
and Co., and intended for the Royal Commission-house in
the Paris Exhibition. Her Roya l Highness also visited
the stained-g lass works latel y established near the tapestry
manufactory.

ART A N D  OCTROIS .—French art has been
employed on many odd subjects , but none of these has
surpassed in strangeness that which is represented in the
picture painted for the Munici pality of Paris—to wit , "Un
Tableau Symbolisant 1'Octroi de Paris." AI. Jobbe-Duval,
known by certain huge canvasses in various public build-
ings in Paiis, is the enterprising artist whom fate has
chosen to symbolize the Octroi of Paris.—Alhciiwum.

DR. C H A R L E S  M A C K A Y .—On Thursday week ,
at St. James's Hall , a testimonial was presented to
this well-known writer. Mr. Colin Rae-Brown , who pre-
sided at the meeting of subscribers , exp lained the circum-
stances which bad influenced the committee originating
the subscription. A work now about to be published en-
titled " The Gaelic Etymology ofthe English Language"
had occupied more of Dr. Mackay 's time than had been
antici pated , and prevented him from following literary
work more immediatel y remunerative. It was therefore
decided lhat a fitting time had arrived for an appeal to Dr.
Mackay's friends to show their sym pathy and appreciation
of his work. The result of this appeal had been the sum
of £no, including £ 100 subscribed by " The Clan Mac-
kay." Dr. Charles Mackay returned thanks for the high
compliment paid to him.

THE PLEASURES OF H OPE .—On Friday last,
the statue lo Thomas Camp bell , the poet , was unveiled ,
in George-square, Glasgow , in the presence of the Lord
Provost and magistrates , in official robes, and a large
crowd. The ceremony was performed by Dr. James
Campbell, who said that Campbell was a native of Glas-
gow, and that his "Pleasures of Hope " would last while
the English language was spoken. The artist is Mess-
man. This is the eleventh statue in George-square.

A SUCCESSFUL SAVINGS BANK .—The 62nd
annual report ol the Liverpool Savings Bank which has
just been issued, shows that at the close of the financial
year £1,735,753 was ducto 60,072 depositors. During
the year 13, 216 new accounts were opened , 3,896 old ac-
eiunts reopened , and 12 ,511 accounts closed. The de-
posits , including transfers from other savings-banks, were
£676,235, and £47,403 was added to depositors' accounts
or interest. The withdrawal s and transfers amounted to
£s^ l i1> 9. The bank possess a surplus of £5,333 over
the amounts due to depositors , and in addition to a surplus
fund of £10,000, its total funds being upwards of a
million and three-quarters sterling. The business is a
growing one, the amount due to depositors now being
about £80,000 more than in 1866. As compared with
last year 2 ,472 more accounts were opened and 2,261
more were closed, while .£'43,471 more was received and
£23,452 paid away, and 27,027 more transactions were
made. The amount due to depositors increased by
£142,918 in the year. Branches have been opened at
the north and east ends of the town , and these have been
much appreciated.

A PLANTAGENET TOMB.—The interesting and
beautiful monumental tomb, at King's Langley, Church
of Prince Edmund of Langley, Duke of York , fifth son of
Edward III., has been removed to a chapel expressly
built for its reception, and the Queen has been graciously
pleased to grant £40 from the privy purse towards placing
a stained glass window in the chapel to the memory ofthe Prince, Her Majesty's ancestor.

NOTES ON ART, &c. METROPOLITAN PAUPERISM .—The following
is a return of the number of paupers (exclusive of lunatics
in asylums and vagrants) on the last day of the third
we ek of December, 1877 -.—In-door , adults and children
40,160 ; out-door, adults, 26,381; children 16,547 —
making the total of both in-door and out-door paupers '
83,098. The corresponding total in 1876 was 83,694'
in 1875, 88,169; and in 1874, 96,589. The total num-
ber of vagrants relieved in the metropolis on the last day
of the third week of December vvas 778, of whom 571
were men , 171, women and 37 children under 16.

The Leeds Mercury states that William Ship-
man, of Riple, has completed his 100th year. He worked
for"the Butterley Company, he was ninety-seven , and he
now keeps a toll bar near Golden Square. He was for
some years engaged in military service, and has been a
man of steady habits and temperate living. He has been
thrice married , and is at present in possession of all his
faculties.

THE CITY CHORAL SOCIETY.—Mr. G. W.
Martin , wc are informed , has received promises of support
from most of the City authorities in his endeavour to
provide within the City the means of enjoying the study
and practice of high class music for those engaged in
City warehouses and offices. The choir will number
about 500 voices, and an instrumental band , selected from
gentlemen engaged in the City, will be immediately er-
ganized. A series of concerts will be given in the Guild-
hall , if permission is granted , in aid of charitable institu-
tions. The meetings of the Choral Society will be held
once a week.

ST. CLEMENT 'S, EASTCHEAP .—On January
ist., the new memorial window of Thomas Fuller, the
Church historian , Bishop Pea rson , the author of the
" Treatise on the Creed," and Brian Walton , Bishop of
Chester, editor of the " Biblia Polyglotta ," was unveiled
in the church of the united parish of St. Clement , near
Eastcheap, and St. Martin, Orgar , of which the Rev. W.
J. Hall is the rector. The window vvas unveiled at 1
o'clock in the presence of a large congregation , and At-
wood's " Te Deum " in !•' was afterwards sung by the
church choir. The Venerable Archdeacon Hcssey subse-
quentl y delivered au address. He said they had met for a
ceremony, simpl e indeed , but unless he greatly misinter-
preted it , fraug ht with no ordinary interest, the ceremony
of unveiling a work of ecclesiastical art , which their eyes
told them was iu the best taste, and executed with consum-
mate ability. Two of the men whose memory they had
met to honour—Thomas Fuller and Bishop Pearson--were
lecturers in the church which till the Great Fire of London
occupied the site of lhat building. He then referred briefl y
lo their work, and quoted the words of Samuel Taylor
Colerid ge, as to the character of Fuller, and of Dr. Bentley
as to Bishop Pearson , whose "-very dross was gold." Re-
ferring to bishop Walton , the Venerable Archdeacon said
the " Biblia Polyglotta " was the performance of his life.
Many obstacles stood in the way of its accomplishment ,
but he was greatly aided in it by Pearson , whom he suc-
ceeded as the Bishop of Chester. Learned as these three
men were, they were content to lay all their learning at the
foot of the Cross, and devote their talents, splendid as they
were to the savin g of souls. The address was followed
by an anthem , the words from St. Luke, ii., verse 8 and
following.

SPELLING R EFORM .—It is expected that the
memorial of the School Boards asking for a Royal Com-
mission of Inquiry in regard to spellin g reform will be
presented to the Educational Department about the end of
January, and that it will bc supported by another deputa-
tion composed principally of philologists. When the
memorial ofthe London Board was first proposed 101 pro-
vincial Boards gave in their adhesion , including many of
the largest towns in the kingdom. This number has now
increased to 130. Among the recent additions are Bri gh-
ton , Hull , Swansea. Cardiff , Southampton , Worcester,
and Wakefield. Some of these, however, though desirous
of inquiry, do not fully endorse all the points of the London
memorial , while Birmingham has adopted a memorial of
its owu with the same practical object.

FOUCAULT'S P E N D U L U M .—Our rondos may
recollect the experiment made in i860, at the Pantheon in
Paris , by the learned Leon Foucault , upon the pendulum.
A great metalic globe, which hung by a fine wire from the
summit of the dome, demonstrated that the oscillation
movements of a heavy mass, freely suspended in space,
remain independent of the rotation of the earth . The pen-
dulum swung very slowly in consequence of the length of
the wire, and at the end of each oscillation a point attached
to it ate away by degrees a little wall of sand placed
there for the purpose of showing the apparent alteration
in the plane of oscillation . This experiment, by which—
as wc may say—the world can be seen to move round , is
to be repeated in the Exhibition of 1878 , with such
new arrangements as can make it comprehensible to
the crowd. The pendulum will be 300 kilogrammes in
weight, and will hang from a wire 70 metres long,
the object of the experiment is to instruct the public in
a visible physical phenomena.—Medica l Press and Circular.

ART COMPETITION.—There will be a compe-
tition in April in connection with the Science and Art De-
partment of the Committee of Council on Education , South
Kensington , for prizes offerred by Messrs. Watherston and
Son for designs for a loving cup. Three prizes of £50,
£30, and £20 respectively, are offerred for the three best
designs for a three-handled cup , with cover, to be used at
a loving-cup. It must be 15'm. high , and illustrate the
Biblical story of the Labourers in the Vineyard. The com-
petition is limited to candidates—British born—who are,
or have been, bona fide students of schools of art recog-
nised by the Science and Art department, and who have
since 1867 (taken a third grade prize, or a higher prize in
the national competition of that Department. ... _.

THE PRINCE AND PRINCESS OF WALES.—A
marked improvement has been effected since Sandringham
has belonged to its present Royal owner in the matter o
elementary education. Formerly, except at Sandringham
and Dersingham, there were no schools of any importance;
but through the liberality of the Prince and Princess of
Wales there arc now school-rooms at Sandringham,
Dersingham, West Newton, and Wolferton, with excel-
lent teachers. The Princess of Wales takes the livliest in-
terest in the welfare of the schools and the progress of the
children. Each recurring anniversary of her Royal High-
ness's birthday is marked by a treat to the children of the
schools, at each New Year's-eve the Princess distributes
cloaks antl caps, tec. This year the annual treat could not
be given at the usual time, owing to the prevalence of a
contag ious disease in the neighbouring villages, and so it
was postponed till yesterday. A tent having been erected
in front of the Hall , the children of the schools of Sand-
ringham , Dersingham , West Newton , and Wolferton,
were soon after noon marched up to the Royal residence,
and the Princess, accompanied by the young Princes and
Princesses, distributed the cloaks, &c. ; after which the
children had tea. Prince and Princess Christian arrived
on Wednesday at Sandringham on a visit to the Prince
and Princess of Wales.

FEDERICO RICCI.—Letters from Venice an-
nounce the death , on December 10th , at Conegliano in
the Province of Venice, of Federico Ricco, the well-known
composer of opera bouffe. He was born at Naples in
1809, so that he was sixty-eight years of age. His light
operatic compositions are still among the most popular in
Italy. The chief among them are "Crispino e la Ccmare,"
"Con-ado d'Altamura ," " Un duello sotto," "Una Follia
a Roma ," " Griselda," &c. His last work of this class
was " Rolla." His Venetian popular songs and ballads
arc much esteemed. Ten years ago Ricci was Professor of
Music at the Imperial Conservatory of St. Petersburg. He
subsequently resided at Paris and Trieste ; but the last
years of his life were spent in great retirement at Cone-
gliano. It is pleasant to know that his fame was not bar-
ren , but brought him a considerable fortune ; to the last,
however , he was incorrigibly eccentric. He had always a
great affection for Trieste, where his first successes were
achieved , and where he lived for many years. By his di-
rection he has been buried there.

LIFEBOAT WORK IN 1877.—During the year
which has just closed the lifeboats of the National Lifeboat
Institution on different parts of the coasts of the United
King dom rescued 841 lives, besides saving 35 vessels
fro m destruction. In the same period the Lifeboat Insti-
tution granted rewards for saving 200 lives by fishing and
other boats, making a. grand total of 1041 lives saved
last year mainly th rough its instrumentality. Altogether
since its foundation the society has contributed to the
saving of 25,400 shipwrecked persons, for which services
it has granted 978 gold and silver medals, besides pecun-
iary rewards to the amount of £54,030. The storms of
last November will long be remembered for their frequency
and violence, and the noble services of the institution's
lifeboats, which saved nearly 300 lives iv\ that month
alone. After performing these services some of the life-
boat's crews returned home absolutely exhausted—in some
cases many of the men's lives were actually despaired of
for several days afterwards. It should be mentioned that
the operations of the National Lifeboat Institution now
cover the whole coasts of the British Isles, and that, with
the exception of a score or so of lifeboats which belong
to Harbour Trustees and other local bodies, the whole of
the lifeboats of the United Kingdom belong to the Na-
tional Institution. The list of services here summarized
is the best claim of this institution to continued sympathy
and support.

" Oi' THE M AKING or BOOKS," &C.—From
the Synoptical Table of the Publications of the Year 1877
in the Publisher 's Circular, it appears there have been

issued :
New New

Publications. Eihtinns,
Theology, Sermons, Biblical 485 ... 252
Educational , Classical, Philological 329 ... 200
Juvenile Works, Tales, &c 287 ... 235
Novels, Tales, and other Works of

Fiction 446 ... 408
Law, Jurisprudence, &c 63 ... 55
Political , and Social Economy, Trade

and Commerce 123 ... 66
Art , Sciences, and Illustrated Works 125 ... 64
Voyages, Travels, Geographical Re-

search 132 ... 77
History, Biography, &c 241 ... 132
Poetry , Drama, Musical, &c 172 ... 186
Year Books, Serials in Volumes ... 76 ... 144
Medicine , Surgery, &c 143 ... 72
Belles Lcttres, Essays, Monographs 249 ... 115
Miscellaneous, including Pamphlets

not Sermons 184 ... 40

3049 2046
American Publications imported ... ... 481

Thus during the year there have been nealry 6000 new
books, new editions , and importations.

AFRICAN E X P L O R A T I O N .—A short announce-
ment has lately reached England concerning the
Albert Nyanza, in Central Africa, which will not
fail to interest many of your readers just now. It
relates to a recent exploration conducted by an officer in
the service of his Highness the Khedive, and is to the fol-
lowing effect :—" Colonel Mason has been round the Lake
Albert in a steamer, and corroborates the fact of its being
' a comparatively small land-locked lake.' "

The Address in answer to the Speech from
the Throne will be moved in the House of Lords by the
Earl of Wbarncliffe/and seconded by the Earl of Loudou n



TO OUR READERS.
The FREEMASON is a Weekly Newspaper, price

ad. It is published every Friday morning, and
contains the most important, interesting, and
useful iaformation relating to Freemasonry in
every degree. Subscription, including postage :

United America , India , India , China , &c
Kingdom, the Continent , &c. Via Bnndist.

Twelve Months ios. 6d. 12s. od. 17s. 4d.
Six .„ 5s. 3d. 6s. 6d. 8s. 8d.
Three „ 2s. 8d. 3s. 3d. 4s. 6d.

Subscriptions may be paid for in stamps, but Post
Office Orders or Cheques are preferred , the former payable
to

GEORGE KENNING, CHIEF OFFICE, LONDON,
the latter crossed London and Joint Stock Bank.

Advertisements and other business communications
should be addressed to the Publisher.

Communications on literary subjects and books for
review are to be forwarded to the Editor. Anonymous
correspondence will be wholly disregarded , and the return
of rejected MSS. cannot be guaranteed.

Further information will be supplied on application to
the Publisher, 108, Fleet-street, London .

IMPORTANT NOTICE.
COLONIAL and FOREIGN SUBSCRIBERS are

informed that acknowledgments of remittances
received are published in the first number of
every rnnnth.

It is very necessary for our readers to advise
us of all money orders they remit, more espe-
cially those from the United States of America
and India ; otherwise we cannot tell where to
credit them.

NOTICE.
To prevent delay or miscarriage, it is particu-

larly requested that ALL communications for
the FRBEMASON , may be addressed to the
Office , 198, Fleet-street, London.

TO ADVERTISERS.
The FBEEJI ASON has a large circulation in all parts of

the Globe, its advantages as an advertising medium can
therefore scarcely be overrated.

ADVERTISEMENTS to ensure insertion
in current -week's issue should reach the
Office , 198, Fleet-street, hy 12 o'clock on
Wednesdays.

%www to fitorwsj rottocitt s
BOOKS, &c, RECEIVED.

" La Chaine D'Union ," " Keystone ," " New York Dis
patch ," '• Bauhiitte ," " Science for All " (Cassell).

REMITTANCES RECEIVED.

£ s. d.
Austen , A. E., The Cape P.O.O. 7 13 6
lgualdad Lodge, Curacoa , ... ... ... 1 4 0
Jones, W. H., Calcutta Cash 0 1 2  o
Lakey, P., Malta ... Cheque 6 10 o
Library Grand Lodge of lovva... ... Draft 4 17 3
Llagostera , J. Pui g-y-Manilla ... ... 2 4 6
Lodge of friendship, Gibraltar ... P.O.O. 1 16 o
Magnussen , A., La Crosse ... ... Cheque 1 9 o
Smith, \V. T., Africa 1 6 o
Sutton , General , Salem ... ... Cheque o 12 o
Whymper , IL , Murree ,, 2 0 0

Williams, T., New York P.O.O. o 12 0

Wmhs. Miimagw, m gcntus
[The charge is 2s. 6d. for announcements , not exceed

ing four lines, under this heading.]
BIRTHS.

ELLINGTON ,—On the 30th ult., at Elsham-road, Kensing-
ton , the wife of E. B. Ellington , of a son.

H A R V E Y .—On the 28th ult., at Truro, the wife of the Rev.
C. F. Harvey , of a son.

LA S C I M O R E.—On the 21st ult., at Leicester, the wife of W.
Langmore, Esq., of a daughter.

THOMSON .—On the 27th ult., at Oakley-street , Chelsea,
the wife of lames Thom .Bon , late of Ceylon , of a son.

MARRIAGE.
R OBINSON —K E N N A R D .—On the 29th ult., at Hordle, by

the Rev. E. Rawnsley, the Rev, Charles J. Robinson ,
H.M. Inspector of Schools , to Elizabeth Louisa , daughter
of the late ,|. P. Kennard , Esq.

DEATHS.
BIUNSMB.\B.—On the 28th ult., at Commercial-road , Lime-

house , Thomas Briusmead , aged 60.
Cox.—On the 26th ult., at Weston-super-Mare, Miss Anna

Eliza Catherine Deane.
K N I O H T .—On the 23rd ult., at Thistle-grove , South

KensMigton , Mary Ann , widow of W. I-I. Knight , Esq.,
aged 58.

SPOONEII .—On the 27th ult., at Bron-y-Garth , Portmadoc ,
aged 26, John Eryri , son of C. E. Spooner.

A NEW YEAR'S GREETING.

Tt is with every feeling of the kindliest con-
cern that we offer to our numerous readers, in
all parts of the world , the customary, though
heartfelt, good wish of a " Happy New Year. If
even the Freemason were not, as it is, running
the race of legitimate success, our duty would
indeed be the same, but as it is, we feel especiall y
bound with the arrival of another new year to
tender to our very many friends and zealous
supporters , grateful thanks and heartfelt good
wishes. At such a moment of time the inter-
section of that narrow line which separates 1877
from 1S78 , just when we leave the past known and
familiar, and enter the future, hidden in ignor-
ance and mystery, it is thr.t the mind grows
thoughtful and the heart expands. For after, all ,
say what we may, we are all " members one of
another " here ; we cannot live isolated lives if
even we would , for none of us, to use well-known
and sacred words, " liveth to himself," and none
of us " dieth to himself." We all inherit sym-
pathies, being mingled with those of others, and
the chain of existence if composed of many links ,
is yet so admirabl y and curiously contrived that
we all form part of one great and consistent
whole. Indeed it is this very secret of our
mortal striving which seems to have baffled the
speculations of scientificists and the conclusions
of philosophers. It is this mystery of our race
which presents such a wondrous enigma to the
mere man of this world , to him who only con-
templates humanity and the world , from an
utilitarian , from a necessitarian , from a sceptica l ,
from an unbelieving point of view. Despite
all the follies and all the sins of mankind ,
notwithstanding dark treachery and darker
baseness, yes, and not forgetting the alienations,
lhe animosities , and the heartlessness of man-
kind , there is, so to say, a great warm heart of
humanity which beats on , nevertheless, amid
all change, all trials , and all evil , and which binds
us and blends us all with one another here . It
is this golden link , and all but electric flash
of sympathy, which pervades the mighty
brotherhood of us childre n of the dost ,,
which , tco often ignored , so often unappreciated
lends such a charm , such a romance, and such
a reality to the pervading strugg les, the onward
hopes of mankind. Like a great army, humani ty
seems marching on , and if stragg lers are here
and there falling out of the ranks, if that mighty
host has great difficulties to contend with and
serious obstacles to surmount , yet it is still moving
on. And we as Freemasons, who are ever uni-
versal and humanitarian in scope and existence,
feel strongly how that Time which leaves us,
and yet confronts us with each departing Old and
supervening New Year, has a message to us all
alike, replete with interest and improvement. It
is this, a lesson of sympath y for all men ! Our
great brotherhood , our signs and symbols, our
literature and our lodges, are now all over the
woild, and with all these things, also speaks one
unvary ing and unwavering message of peace
and good-will. Above the estrangements and
divisions of the human race, above war 's evil
echoes and corruptions, above terrible crimes,
yes, and above even all , the fierce, fell , senseless,
hatred of Adam 's race, Freemasonry, like a good
genius would announce a kindl y " Eirenicon ,"
for the angry, the warring, ths severed , and the
suffering mankind ! When then , we wish a
Happy New Year to all our kind readers, we trust
also that 1878 may be a Happy New Year for
all our brethren and sisters in the flesh . May
war 's sad ravages cease, may its painful wounds
be healed, in the supremacy of uniting, restor-
ing and gladdening peace ; and may iS ;S indeed
prove a Happy New Year to all for whom we
care, to all our friendl y patrons, and for theirs ;
may it be a Happy New Year above all to this
seething world of ours, and aid to lighten the
load and dispel the clouds, in some measure, of
ignorance and bloodshed, of folly and of crime.

WHAT WILL 1878 BRING TO
FREEMASONRY.

This is a question difficult to answer, and to
some extent surrounded with doubt and debate.
We do not think that in Great Britain , or
America, or Canada , we need , however, have
much difficulty in giving a response to this
question , alike hopeful and cheering. F.very-
thing seems to prophesy a peacefu l year, and
much Masonic prosperity. We should indeed
be glad if we could think that our lodges would
exercise a little more consideration and discre-
tion as to whom they admit into their inner life .
At this moment it is not too much to say, that
we are proposing for and balloting and admit-
ting candidates *' wholesale," without any re-
gard to any other fitness than that which con-
sists in an ability to pay the entrance fees. We
do not wish to exaggerate the state of things, but
we feel bound at the beginning of a New Year
to express our strong sense of the need of caution
and carefulness in this respect. It may all seem
a trifling matter , and one hardl y worth noti ce,
but this unscrupulousness of admission has in it
the seeds of great evils to the entire Craft. Abroad
we fear that the prospect is dark and discourag-
ing, and murk y clouds seem to hang over French
Freemasons and other continental bodies. We
are apparentl y on the eve of a great struggle.
To use the language of an American journal
we have now, " Vaticanism in a New Role,''
we have to deal with the intolerance
of Scepticism, the infallibility of unbelief.
It is very curious as a fact, per se, how
history repeats itself , and how from two
opposite points of view , the very anti podes of
faith and acts, ultramontanism and unbelief ,
the same persecution is preached , the same
persecution is practised. Rome condemns
our loyal Brotherhood because we admit
non Christians and non Roman Catholics. Un-
belief condemns us because we will assert our
belief in T.G.A.O.T.U., and require all who
join our order to profess the same. It has been
quite evident to those who have watched carefull y
the course of French Freemasonry during the
last eventfu l years , that this new step is neither
unexpected or unforeseen The French Grand
Orient has been graduall y running down
an inclined plane, since that evil hour
when it revolutionized the order . by organ-
izing the Conseil de l'Ordre and dispensing
with a Grand Master. It is now .i mutilated
and incomplete Grand Lodge, imperfect in its
organization and not constituted legally, accord-
ing to all Masonic precedent. We pass over the
sad days of the Parisian Commune, and the
mess French Freemasons got into. The only
thing that saved French Freemasonry then from
universal condemnation and isolation was the
fact of the impotence of the Grand Orient itself.
As a body it was not mixed up with those ridi-
culous and dep lorable transactions , though many
of its members individuall y were, and it was felt
bette r on all hands not to punish the Grand
Orient for the faults of others, especially as
strictly speaking it dissolved itself. The ruling
spirit of French Freemasonry in Paris, was then
the late Bro. Massol ; he it was who started " the
Morale Independante," which practicall y does
away with everything; he it was who led the
crusade against the Bible and all religious teach-
ing ; his resolution of 1869 is the one carried
in 1877 j and there can be little doubt but that
following his policy, openly avowed , to do
everything by degrees," the ascription " A la
Gloire du Grand Architecte de l'Univers " is
doomed ere long to disappear also. French Free-
masonry even now and much more then will
have but fulfilled the prophesy of Monseigneur
Dupanloup, who stated that certainly it would
not remain " Deiste," but must become "Athe-
iste." Bro. Findel has sought in our pages to
contend that this result has nothing to do with
Atheism and the like, but those who are behind
the scenes, and none know it better than the
eminent Bro. St. Jean himself, are quite aware that
"pour le moment ," let us hope it is only " pour
le moment," the " libres penseurs," and the
" esprits forts " have gained the upper hand in
French Freemasonry. If any of our brethren
will study the original discussion some months
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back, (not the last sitting) , and read the speeches
of Bro. Behr and others, they will see what is
the real state of the case, and what is the strong
prevailing apprehension of many good brethren
and true, among the French Freemasons them-
selves. We cannot accept any Jesuitical apolog ies
or casuistical pleas of miti gation, knowing as
we do the facts of the situation , but must once
again condemn, with sad forebodings for the
future , the recent suicidal act of the Grand
Orient of France. Let us hope that other fore ign
Grand Lodges will avoid so great a blunder.
We repeat that we regard the position of foreign
Freemasonry in 1878 with many grave appre-
hensions.

THE " FREEMASON " IN 1878.

Not quite ten years ago, the Freemason first
appeared in the literary world , a little bantling,
timid , nervous , and unfled ged. Like the young
bear of the old story, " it had all its troubles to
bear." It was at first , if a labour of love, yet
a "venture" of some doubt and no little delicacy.
It appeare d in one sense at a propitious time.
Masonic literature, after many strugg les, which
reminds one of the little " farthing rushlight "
of. ballad celebrity , was in a very hopeless way,
owing, we fairly must admit , to the apathy and
indifference of the Craft. It is just possible, too,
that Masonic literature was in itself to blame
not a little, in that we who remember those
more ancient hours, can recall how too much ,
far too much , of personality marked the utter-
ances of the day, the normal existence of the
Masonic press. At least such was the com-
plaint we often heard then , and the reason
assigned why a Masonic paper could not bt
better supported , and we can only suppose that
more stirring times, and more exciting questions
than those which greet us now, called forth a
less restrained exercise of the Masonic pen ,
But be that as it may, the Freemason appeared
the Freemason has continued to appear, the
Freemason still appears, and the Freemason pros-
pers. Of course, its course has not always been
easy sailing ; it has had it ups and downs , its
seasons of sunshine and its storms. But still it
is a very remarkable success. Started and up-
held by one publisher, with no aid and no sub-
scription list , subsidized by no committee, the
organ of no clique, it has simp ly appealed to the
open comt of Masonic criticism , jud gment ,
and fair play. It has antagonized none, assailed
none, envied none, opposed none. It has never
condescended to resort to personality or partizan-
ship, it has never bandied words, it has taken
notice of no insinuations , and has laughed at
all malevolence. And here it is to-day, holding
a position never held by a Masonic journal be-
fore, and rap idly increasing in the confidence
and support of a most friendl y body of
friends and patrons. Just now, the Freemason
is read all over the world. Its news is repeated ,
its articles quoted in many Masonic journals ,
and we have been long and still are trul y sensi-
ble of the favour and sympathy with which our
modest lucubrations are received and commented
upon , especially in such Masonic journals as the
Keystone, and the New York Dispatch in America.
And, therefore, the moral we wish to dra w is
this, suitable and seasonable at the beginning of
a new year, that success in Masonic literature,
like all other things, though it cannot be guar-
anteed to any as a certainty ,will as a general rule
accompany strai ght-running, plain sailing, fair
dealing, accompanied by a manly sense of inde-
pendence, and a zealous effort to offer a good
article in the open market of trade and barter.
To revert to an old truism of political economy,
we require free open trade, and we cannot thrive
on a system of artificial protection , or hurtful
"drawbacks." No doubt in literature there is a
special consideration : " does the demand need
the_ supply ?" which can only be answered by ex-
perience. Masonic literature is a very excep-
tional literature, we admit, and many are its
difficulties, but we are inclined to be hopeful.
We see, as we think , manifest signs of improve-
ment, and we certainly may congratulate our-
selves on these two facts—first, that had it not
been for our publisher, Freemasonry in England
would have been for years without a literature at
all, and, secondly, that he has created a literature

which is alike effective and expanding. To the
Freemason must in great measure be fairly as-
cribed that encouragement which has been given
to the archaeolog ical and historical study of our
anti quities and annals. If in fairness we must
not omit here reference to an older journal, once
ably conducted by our old friend Bro. Henry G.
Warren , yet who, remembering the discussions
and discourses since 1869, but must feel how
much is due to the ever open pages of the Free -
mason. The Freemason has set its face against
that personality which disgraces Freemasonry,
and that indiscreet publication on ritual questions ,
which offends justl y so many good Masons.
It has been unsurpassed for the support it has
tendered to our great charities, and while it has
never forfeited its thoroughly independent
character, it has supporte d , and always will
support , with loyalty and devotion , our Royal
Grand Master and the lawfully constituted Ma-
sonic authorities. Recalling its past , and realiz-
ing its present, it appeals with confidence to its
increasing circle of friends to-day while it seeks,
net unfairly, to justify the zealous efforts of its
publisher, and to point to even still greater
success in its efforts to please, to instruct , to
inform , to edify the Craft.

TIME.

Who has not heard ot that little word Time !
which yet sums up in itself one of the greatest
mysteries of all. For time is alike inmeasurable ,
unexplicable, unrestrainable , and unknown. It
is, and it is not. It passes away, and it lives
again. It seems to leave us, and yet it is never-
ending, lt has no commencement, no close, no
" beginning of years or length of days." And
yet time is the creation of T.G.A.O.T.U., the
Divine Creator, and will also one day be swal -
lowed up in eternity. But until that better hour
dawns on our weary and waiting world , Time
constitutes one of the most remarkable of facts,
for the appreciation and realization of mortal man.
For Time, curiousl y enough , is both the season of
his j oys and the limit of his sorrows. It gives
hi:n all he counts most dear, and robs him of all
he cherishes most ; it is at the same time the
cradle and the grave of his personal existence.
There is, perhaps, nothing more mysterious, more
solemn , more full of marvel and awe, when we
come to consider it, than Time. It has seen the
rise of Oriental Dynasties , and witnessed the
mysterious history of the Hebrew race ; it has
looked down on the growth of Grecian culture ,
and watched the march of Roman legions. Dur-
ing its progress the dark night of the darkest
ages has y ielded to the influence of art , and in-
telli gence, and civilization , and religion , and in
all the long annals of Time has the history of
our race been written on its stormy pages with
an adamantine pen, in indelible characters, and
with undoubtable certainty. What strugg les,
what contests, what wars, what re-
volutions has old Time beheld, and how
before its cold and callous gaze have king-
doms and emp ires come and gone, risen to pre-
eminence, and faded like a dream ! But yet,
thoug h this be so, it is perhaps more in the way
in which Time bears on us individuall y, that we
feel its fli ght and enter into its reality. Time
is, Time was, to all of us. Its years suc-
ceed to years carefully and silently. We
almost doubt at times the accuracy of the fact ,
the verity of the occurence. It seems, for
instance, but yesterday that we were young,
strong, active, surrounded by dear friends , gifted
with pleasant gifts, starting on our j ourney, train-
ing for our race. Alas ! how Time has sped on
halcyon wings, since youth with its grace or
maturity with its power, were our privilege and
our possession ! Alas ! how few of us there are
who must not feel that Time past has for us all
but a melancholy and an upbraiding voice. We
might havo been so different , from what we are,
and yet we are not ; we might have done so
much better than we have done; we might have
been so much more usefu l citizens of Time than
we have been. To most of us, if not all of us,
Time always seems to speak in a voice of min-
gled pathos and sternness. But Time also has
for us all a special utterance of tenderness and
sympath y. It recalls to us our own life, hushed
voices, vanished forms, the near and the dear

the grace of childhood, the true love of maturity,
the silvery hair , the placid features of old age.
What a wonderful record is that which Time
brings for all of mortal mould, of the wreck, of
the drift, of the salvage, of the seaweed which
line our shore of life. There is a voice from cut
of the very depths of the past hours of Time
which tells us not only that we are al!
mortal , but that Time which gives us happiness,;
destroys it also with unp ity ing mien, and that
our whole being is, so to say, summed up in,
bound up with the memory of joys which
have flitted , of loving friends , pleasant faces, no
longer at our sides- But Time does not stop
here ; if it did, poor feeble comforter, it must ever
be, as indeed it is, amid the griefs which affect,
the cares which devour, and the hopes which
startle us all. But Time is ever passing on,
through its own destructive reign, through its
own inherent decay, despite its autocratic author-
ity, to that great eternity of our moral being,
which lies dim and awful , beyond the " Silent
Sea," That is the great secret and hope of
Time. Its separations are not eternal its sorrows
are not incurable. No, there is a Great Day of
final appeal , a court of lasting award , when all
these things shall be put to rights. The hasty
sentence, the perverse jud gement, the obloquy,
the ill-fame of time may yet be but a pathway
to an altered condition of all things in another
and a better world, and freemasons who re-
member the teaching of our goodly ceremonial,
will always be glad to remember that the undying
and imperishable will yet outlive the passing and
the special attributes of Time. Yet when the
" fashions of this worl d " has at last reached its
limits , Time has after all but prepared the way
for the reign, the laws, the life, the outcome of
Eternity

FREEMASONRY IN 1877.

When the three Masonic Charitable Institu-
tions closed their office doors yesterday afternoon
the amount of subscriptions, donations , &c, re-
ceived during the year 1877 reached the total
sum of £42,627 8s. 1 id. Of this sum
£16,4 11 19s. $il. had been received by the
Royal Masonic Benevolent Institution for Aged „
Freemasons and Widows of Freemasons*
s£ 14,315 9s. 6d. by the Royal Masonic Institu:
tion for Boys, and g^i 1.900 by the Royal Ma-
sonic Institution for Girls. In iS }6 the total
amount received by the three Institutions was
$639,600, out of which sum the Boys' School
were the largest reci pients, the Benevolent Insti-
tution taking the second place. The latter
Institution , however, in 1877 heads the list with
a sum larger than that ever yet obtained by any
one of the Masonic Institutions. The Girls '
School, which in 1876 and 1877 was the lowest
on the list of subscri ptions, is the oldest of the
three Institutions ; the Boys' School is the next
in age ; and the Benevolent Institution is the
youngest by nearly half a century. The Girls'
School boards, clothes, and educates 162 girls,
and will during the present month admit 25
more ; the Boys' School boards , clothes, and
educates 186 boys, and is about to take in a larger
number ; and the Benevolent Institution has now
on its books 14  ̂ aged Freemasons receiving an-
nually £40 each, 1,30 widows receiving annually
£32 each, and 13 widows receiving annuall y half
their late husband's annuities , or £20 each."

We are pleased to transfer this extract from
the Times of January 1, 1878 to our pages, as
not only a very gratify ing announcement in
itself, but as a tribute from a non-Masonic
paper, to the value and reality of our ancient and
benevolent Craft.

ROYAL MASONIC BEN EV OLENT
INSTITUTION.

The first meeting of the Board of Stewards
was held at Freemasons' Hall , on Thursday, at
4 o'clock, when a large number assembled. 189
Stewards were announced by Bro. Terry. Bro:
Joseph Smith, P.G.P., was elected Chairman ;
Bro. Edward Cox, Treas. ; and Bro. James
Torry, Secretary of the Board of Ste wards. The
amount of deposit was fixed at s£i 2s. and the
necessary arrangements entered into. A full re-
port of the meeting will appear in our next. The
next meeting will take place on the 24th January]



©Mitral Cw«8»0tflttittt
£We ia not hold ourselves responsible for, or even as approving

of the opinions expressed by our correspondents , but we wish, in
a spirit of fair play to all, to permit—within certain necessary
imits—free discussion.—ED.1

THE LANDMARKS OF FREEMASONRY.
To the Editor ofthe " Fre emason."

Dear Sir and Brother,
In the Landmarks of Freemasonry are laid down

the Fundamental princi ples of our Craft , together with the
ground-plan of the entire edifice.

Onr Landmarks consist in :
I. Axiomatic symbols Which combine the outward and

visible truth of geometrical axioms with the inward and
spiritual truth of their symbolic nature. These, before all
things, inculcate belief in God , the source and Creator of all
things visible and invisible, the Immortality of the Soul
and the Concord and everlasting Harmony between Nature
and Religion , Science and Faith.

2. The architectural features of the lodge ; the two
pillars on either side of the entrance, thcirjsignification ; the
fixed objects within the lodge and their due bearings.

3. The opening and closing of the lodge, together with
the knocks , signs and words of the St. John's degrees, and
the consecration of a lodge with corn-or-bread , salt, oil ,
and wine.

4. The relative places in the lod ge oi the W. Master and
the two brother Wardens and , consequentl y, of the three
Orders of Architecture and the three great lights they
bear.

3. The symbolic signification of the builders' tools,
derived from their real practical use, and their position in
the lodge.

C. The Master's key and the symbolic signification of
numbers together with the dsrivation thereof.

7. The Masonic virtues.
S. The Masonic greeting.
9. The Abacus of the G.A.O.T.U., the holy Bible.
To illustrate these Landmarks and impress them on our

minds the old charges have been drawn up and printed for
the use of the brethre n , together with the Book of Constitu-
tions, and these, though not Landmarks, are the canon and
written law of Freemasonry.

Yours fraternall y,
VERTI .

PINE'S LIST OF LODGES.
To the Editor of the "Freemason."

Dear Sir and Brother,—
In looking over the Masonic Review, Cincinnati ,

U.S.A., I notice in the September number , page 344, a
correspondent of the Masonic Record of Western India
writes :—" I have in my possession a very interesting relic
of Freemasonry, in the shape of 'a list of regular lodges
according to the seniority and constitution ; printed for
and sold by J. Pine , Engraver, Little Briliati , and in Al-
dersgate-street , and bears date 17 19, fifty-four lodges arc
menti oned.'" Knowing how earnestl y you , yourself , and
Bro. W. ,1. Hughan , are searching for these interesting
relics of Masonry, I trust this excerpt may bc of sen ice
to you. Perhaps, you two might be able to get some
further information of importance on this subject from the
Masonic Record ot Western India.

Yours fraternall y, G EO. R. HARRIOTT ,
P.G.M. Wigtown and Kirkcudbri ght.

THE GRAND ORIENT OF FRANCE.
To the Editor of the  Scottish " Freemason."

Dear Sir and Brother,—
Since my last letter to you on this subject the

Grand Lodge of England and the Grand Committee of
Scotland have practically endorsed the decision of the
Grand Lodge of Ireland. The Grand Lodge of England
has unanimousl y referred the matter to a committee, to
show that they do not act hastily but deliberately, and to
enable the French Lodges that have remained true to the
Order an opportunity of emanci pnting themselves from the
sentence to be passed on the Grand Orient and its adherents.
In like manner, the Grand Committee of Scotland has
taken up the question , and will report on it in February.
It is particularly to be noticed that tbe meeting of the
Grand Lodge of England was unusually crowded , showing
how important the question was considered by the mem-
bers of the English Craft. May our meeting in February
be as large and as unanimous ,

yours fraternally,
GEO. R. HARRIOTT ,

P.G.M. Wigton and Kirkcudbri ght.

THE ORDER OF MALTA.
To the Editor of the Times.

Sir ,—An anonymous correspondent , under the nom
de plume of the Marquis of Carabas, K.G., and
who asserts that he is a member of the Order ol
Malta , is justly severe in The Times of the 24th
inst. upon those who assume styles and titles to which
they have neither right nor claim , but since hej in-
cludes among such pretenders a lamented friend whose
death appeared in your obituary of th e 19th inst., making
an attempt to disparage the hi gh character of an honour-
able man , and at the same time a covert attack upon a
body with which I am officiall y connected , I must ask you
to grant me the opportunity of a reply to him. As Secre-
tary of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem in England , I
confirm the announcement made in your columns that the
late Richard Woolfe, F.S.A., was the Registrar of that con-
fraternity, and I take occasion to express the regret with
which I am compelled to vindicate the character of one
who was truth and uprightness itself , and above all sus-
picion of being in any sense of the word a pretender.

But as the remark of your anonymous correspondent—
who evidently wilfully ignores the real position el the

Order of St. John in England—may lead to some miscon-
ception in the minds of your readers as to the legitimacy
of the claims of that body and its relations to the (Roman
Catholic) Order of Malta, I must ask you to give publicity
to the following extract fro m a protest lodged in 1874 by
the English Langue of the Order of St. John in the Lord
Chamberlain's Office , in repiy to attacks which have been
made from time to time by the Roman Order of Malta
upon their Protestant confreres :—

" That although the Grand Priories of Italy and Ger-
many may, as alleged , be the only sections of the Order
which are in communion of jurisdiction and obedience
with the Roman *Council , yet this fact in no manner inter-
feres with the law'ful existence of those sections of the Order
which are not also ml such communion and obedience .
That the Order lawfully exists in Russian Priories of the
Greek Church , in Brandenburg, and England , professing
the Protestant faith , and that ommunion with and obedi-
ence to the Roman Council is not necessary to its validity
in any of these countries, or in any other State in which it
may have lawful being."

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant ,
E. A. H. LECHMERE , Secretary and Receiver

of the Order of St. John cf Jerusalem
in England.

Rhydd Court , Upton-on-Severn , Dec. 26.

To the Editor of the  Times.
Sir,—The practice of assuming styles or titles seems to

me on the increase. People seem not to realise the incon-
venience to the community at large of such a practice.
Within a few days I have noticed the following instances :
—A rev. clergyman of the Esta blished Church appended to
his name the letters , " O.S.B." (Order of St. Benedict).
Every one knows that this is a Catholic religious order
which has existed for some 1 4 centuries, has its own officers ,
and is in every respect as well defined a bod y as, say, the
Bencher; of Lincoln's-inu , with their society, or the three
battalions of the R ;flc Brigade. Then , I read in The Times
last week a letter from a gentleman who appended to his
name the style of " Apostolic Prothonotary." Here again
the College of Prelates bearing tins title is one of the most
ancient corporations of the Roman Court -, 1 look in vain
in the official list for this gentleman 's name; in other words ,
it is a fancy title which he has bestowed on himself , as
words sometimes gain or lose a letter , "fer tile sake of
euphony," I suppose. Again in your obituary one day
this week I read the demise of a very respectable member
of a learned society who is declared to have been Registrar
for many years of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem , in
England. Being a member of this Order , commonly called
the Order of Malta , which has its own officers anil official
lists , I beg to siy that no such person belongs or ever did
belong to it. Where is this sort of thin g to stop ? Is it
competent for me, for instance, to style mysel f a Master in
Chancery, a Colonel in the Coldstream Guards , or a Fellow
of Trinity College, Cambridge, althoug h as a fact I have
none of those honourable dignities ? Perhaps you may
deem my inquiry worth y of a small space in The Times. If
we are to assume what titles we please and describe our-
selves as members of any honourable body to which we do
not belong, I have no hesitation in choosing the titles which
most attract me, and signing myself , Sir,

1 our obedient servant,
THE M A R I J U I S  OF CA R A D A S , ICG.

[In commending these letters to the notice of all our
readers we wish to say that as regards the historical point
raised by our worth y Bro. Sir E. A. H. Lechmere, we
should like to have some historical evidence on the sub-
ject. What are historically the facts of the case as respects
the perpetuation and continuation of the Order of_ St. John
in England?— ED.

ASYLUM FOR FATHERLESS CHILDREN.
To the Editor of the "Freemason."

Dear Sir and Brother,—
Will you kindl y allow me to ask any of your

readers who may happen to bc subscribers to the Asylum
for Fatherless Children at Rcedham , Surrey, to give me
their votes for Arthur Thomas Mitchell , aged io _ J years.
He is the son of the late Mr. William Mitchell , printer,
Sudbury, Suffol k, who died from a painful internal disease
about two years ago. The appl icant is one of four child-
ren , (one of whom is a cripple), all entirely dependent
upon their mother , who is a most respectable person , and
who carries on a small business as a dressmaker. The
case is one wel l worthy of support , and , as in consequence
of the boy's age it must be his last application , the old
probcrb , " bis dat qui cito dab," is perfectly true in this
case. I shall be most happy to supply any further infor-
mation that may be required.

I may mention that Mrs. Mitchell is a Congregational -
list , and that the rase is warmly supported by the Rev. J.
Hollier , Congregational minister at Sudbury, as well as by
the rector, Canon Molyncux , and several other well-known
persons in the neighbourhood , and that I shall be glad to
receive any proxies with which I may bc favoured , not
later than the 12th January.

Believe me, yours very faithfull y and fraternall y,
CHARLES J. MARTYN , P.G.C,

Rector of Melford , Suffolk , and
Rural Dean, D.P.G.M. for Suffolk.

Dec. 31st., 1877.

ANTIGtUITY OF INSURANCE.
To the Editor of the Times,

Sir,—I am much indebted to " Cantab " for his draw-
ing my attention to the earliest note of insurance , which
is to be found in ancient Indian literature. The point with
which I intended to deal in the portion of my lecture on
the Talmud referred to was the introduction of the practice
of insurance into Europe. I find that several authorities

are quoted by Mr. Hendnks m his contributions tc the his-
to ry of insurance—viz., the Florentine historian Giovanni
Villani, Cleirac, in his "Les us de Coutumes de la Mer,"
and the great French " Encyclope'die." These fully con-
firm the statement I made, that insurance was introduced
in Europe by the Jews ; and 1 quoted the interesting pas-
sage from the Talumd (Baby Kamma, p. 116) to indicate
the probable source of that valuable invention.

I am , Sir, yours obediently, H E R M A N N  A DLER ,
Bayswater, Dec. 26.

A HAPPY NEW YEAR. '"Z,
To Ihe Editor of the " Freemason."

Dear Sir and Brother ,
Will you grant me space to ask if any brother

will render this a really " Happy New Year " to a " dis-
t ressed Mason," by finding him some occupationof trust,
for which he is well fiitcd in every respect, and for the
proper discharge of the duties of which his friends will give
substantial guarantees ?

He has been a manufacturer in a large way of business,
but the depression of trade has overcome him.

Fraternally yours , W M. TEBBS.
P.S.—All particulars will bc given in answer to replies,

addressed to the Rev. William Tebbs, Ashwick Lodge,
Caterham Valley.

CHRISTMAS CARDS.
To Ihc Editor ofthe Times.

Sir ,—We have to face a new great " social evil." At a
quarter past four on this Christmas Day at Clifton ,
the pestman is just delivering his morning letters at the
house I am temporaril y slaying at. In other words, the
legitimate correspondence of the country has been delayed
seven hours in crder that cartloads of children's cards
may be delivered . Wc arc a curious people. The habit
of sending weddin g cards, based upon a sensible object, is
being rapidly thiust aside; and yet the whole population
—men , women , and children—seems suddenly to have
given itself up to the stationers and fancy shops and their
endless variety of Christmas and New Year's cards.
People sit down with pen in hand , and envelopes and
postage-stamps before them , and bring up from the depths
of their inner consciousness the names of people of whom
they know little , and for whom they care less, to address,
in order to swell out the total number they may despatch ,
as forming a ground of boasting. On the other hand , the
number received by the individual and the family are re-
counted with a zest and pride marvellous for its childish-
ness. We shall have a repetition of this disarrangement
of the postal service on New Year 's Day. Valentine's
Day is a " flea-bite " to it. I dare say that some will say
that this complaint is very cynical and very morose. Not
doubting that in many cases the sending of cards may
serve a very useful purpose and represent genuine regard ,
I maintain that it lias now become a huge national play-
thing, which has definite evils and inconveniences in its
train. It is like the " Boat-race," and the " Harrow and
Eton match," and will , 1 trust , disappear as suddenl y as
" spelling bees " and most of the rinks. When Mary Ann
the maid can boast of as many Christmas cards as her
mistress or the young Indies , it will soon go out of favour.
Meanwhile, if the present fever continues, I commend it to
the Chancellor of the Exchequer as affording a clue to a
very productive tax. It would beat the Match Tax, at all
events.

Yours obedientl y,
M.P.

Clifton , Bristol , Dec. 2;;.
[We quite endorse the graphic complaint of "M.P." to

the Times.— E D.]

A QUERY.
To Ihe Editor of Ihe " Freemason."

Dear Sir and Brother ,—
In answer to your correspondent " Lex," in your

is sue of the Sth ult., you state that a Chaplain , not being
a ' P.M., would nevertheless sit on the dais to th c right
of the W.M.

Supposing the Treasurer not to be a P.M., would he
equally sit on the dais ? and if so would both these prin-
ci pies hold good in a Mark as well as a Craft Lodge.

Yours fraternally, A W.M. Designate.
~' [In a Craft Lodge the Treasurer does not necessarily sit
on the dais.—Eu.l

DANGERS OI-- THE ST. BERNARD .— The Swiss
Times says that on the 25th of November, five travellers
started about 1 p.m. from the Cantine of Proz for the
Great St. Bernard. Snow was falling thickly and a
violent north wind was blowing it along in blinding clouds,
still , notwithstanding the remonstrances of the proprietor
of the cantine , they determined to continue their journey.
Night overtook them at the bridge of Mudry, about an
hour 's distance from the convent. Three of the party soon
after became so exhausted that they were untble to pro-
ceed , but the others started outfor the hospital , where they
arrived about 3 a.m., having mistaken their way and
wandered about several hours in the dark. The monks
immediately set out for the rescue of the other three, tak-
ing with them their dogs and a gcod supply of restoratives,
and after some hard work they succeeded in discovering
them—one dead, and the legs and arms of the other two
frozen. One of the two survivors died shortly after his
removal to the hospital , but the other is in a fair way to
recovery. Calamities of this kind are likel y to become
more frequent on the St. Bernard, as the Cantinc'of Proz,
which forms so welcome a shelter for travellers, is about to
be closed, the Government of the Canton Valais having re-
fused to continue the payment of the annual subsidy for
its support.



" La Chaine d'Union."
We are happy to note and to inform our brethren that

this interesting French periodical , so ably edited by Bro.
Hubert , has distinguished itself by its clear and decided
views of the extreme folly of the last revolutionary act of
the Grand Orient of France. We do not mean to say that
Bro. Hubert and ourselves agree perhaps in every particu-
lar, but we are pleased to find that he accepts our general
view of the situation , that Freemasonry is neither atheis-
tical nor sectarian , and that the recent change by the
Grand Orient of France in their Constitution , on the absurd
plea of toleration , is as Jesuitical as it is peurile.

" The Garden Oracle for 1878." Edited by SU I R I -EY
H IBBERD .—Gardeners' Magazine Office , n, Ave
Maria Lane.

We have received and read this " Horticultural Year
Book " with pleasure and interest. It is a most valuable
book for practical gardeners and unpractical amateurs,
and the careful reader will find it most ¦ worthy of his
attentive consideration. To all who value a garden—and
no more pleasurable and healthy enjoyment exists,—we
commend this little work because it is for all who busy
themselves in garden work , a very useful vade mecum.
Wc have often thought how much better people are em-
ployed looking after their pansies, and roses, and carna-
tions , to say nothing of geraniums, and tending their
Marie Louise, their Louise Bonne, their Josephine de
Malines, and even their Bishops' Thumbs, for instance , than
mixing themselves up in much of the noise and folly
and deception of the great Vanity Fair of human life.
But as we do not wish to bore our readers with too much
philosophy at this season , wc stop here. We are among
those who like both flowers in our garden and fruit trees
on our walls, and we confess to have a great weakness
for flowers and fruit. And we can realise no greater
enjoyment than to see how our " Noblesse " " oblige"
or our " Royal George " behaves, to watch the grapes in
our hothouses, the apricots and nectarines on our hot
walls. Indeed we have often found Masonic teaching in
the contemplation of the careful cultivation of our fruit
trees, keeping before us that it is always well to remember
that other things require training besides trees , and that
this life of ours is a training and a cultivation , not for the
luxuriance of blossom onlv, but also for the perfection of
fruit. We grow, however , so didactical and so sentimental
that we will close our remarks. We recommend the
" Garden Oracle " to all who wish to stud y and realise the
progress of the season and the envelopment of floticultural
life.

"Angels and Men," by WIILIAM SMITH .—Nisbetand Co.,
21 , Berners Street.

No one can say that we do not live in a poetically in-
clined age, for ours just now is a " plethora " of poetic
lucubrations of countless kinds. Indeed , it is a very re-
markable fact in itself , this production of poetry, which is
going on at a rap id rate amongst us. We do not say that
all the poetry we have to run over is of the same standard ,
for there is " poetry and poetry," as we all know; and
though no doubt much that comes forth into publicity is
not read at all, there is a residuum which is undoubtedl y
very striking and very real. As long as the world lasts
tastes will differ and op inions vary as to what is interest-
ing and effective in poetic efforts , and the question , "What
is Poetry ?" seems capable of more than one answer, for
it is quite clear that the admirer of Longfellow, for instance,
may not feel himself at home with Swinburne ; the reader
of Lord Houghton may not care much for Rossetti; the
disci ple of Praed may doubt Browning, and the believer
in Tennyson may shake his head at Cholmondeley
Parnell; he who believes in John Keble may not realise
Edgar Poe. And yet we venture to think that the great
academe of poetry may well include these various classes,
as it is indeed a fair champaign , and presents , as it
were, before our wondciing eyes a marvellous growth
of goodly trees, differing in species, size, and value.
We therefore ask for toleration as regards our poetic
writers of to-day, as wc belong to that eclectic school in
respect to poetry which can read Matthew Arnold and enjoy
Frederick Lockyer -, which can sympathise with Austin Dob-
son, and the Boudoir Ballads, while wc equall y wonder
at Mr. Morris, and delight in the promise of numerous
writers among the " oi polloi " of poetry. For poetry
seems always to be a great school of toleration and de-
velopment. It is idle to lay down a standard and say
none are poets who do not come up to it. We might as
well proclaim " Paradise Lost " as the ne plus ultra of
poetic excellence , and excommunicate Butler, Dryden , Pope,
Cowper , Gray, or proclaim our faith in Klopstock's
" Messiah" and ostracise Geibel and Platen , and Heine ,
and Strachwitz , and Zeidlitz , and Chamisso. If in any-
thing wc ought to keep clear of mouthing <!ogmatism, it
is as regards poetry. We therefore think that though
" Angels and Men " may appear to some uninter-
esting and overstrained , it is a little book worth some study
and some consideration. Of course a poem in four books
m blank verse is a serious undertaking, especiall y in an
age of cursory and careless reading. But the passages we
have dipped into, here and there, (let the reader note our
honestavowal), we'are much pleased with , nasmuch as most
unlike some of the polished utterances of the hour , they
are neither full of scepticism nor irreli gion. They neither
suggest doubt or palliate immorality. The writer has
clearly a facile flow of words, and a pleasant adjustment
of ideas, and we agree with him in his view of man's life-
long conflict, his needs and his aids, his hopes and his
dangers, his safety, his rest, and his reward. The work
is dedicated to the Poet Laureate, and will, we doubt not,
be read and admired by many of our brethren.

febtefos. " A Book of Episodes ," by J. M. Chanson ; Dean and Son,
Fleet-street.'

We took up this little work with interest , we put it down
with astonishment. We had stumbled upon a new
language, new ideas , new emotions, new sympathies. The
five episodes which make up this wonderful little volume
are respectivel y entitled " The episode of Farnham
Priory," " El.Santo Rosarie," " Clytemnestra and Agamem-
non ," "John Mainwaring fecit ," "The last Cruise of
the Concordia." Three of them are all equally affecting'
equall y moving, and equall y awe-inspiring. We are told
on first-rate female authority, whose exactness we do not
doubt , that we have in these episodes the vernacular of
our young men , the language in which they condescend to
make love and to enquire for a "cigar ," or to politely
request an harmless infusion of B. and S. It is alway s
pleasant in this dull world of ours to find some " new
delight ," some unexpected emotion, and wc confess that
the perusal of this book of " Episodes " has opened out to
us a new region of thought , experiences and language.
We say nothing of the plots of the episodes, of the stories
per se, the teaching they offer , the " moral " they convey.
They are something so peculiar that we cannot
possibly criticize them on any ground of analogy or
normal construction. They remind us strongly of
certain " penny dreadfuls " which we arc assured are
eagerly perused by our young men , such as the " Bounding
Panther of the Ceaseless Prairie," the " Lone Virgin
of the Cannibal Islands ," the "Vindictive Monk of the
Deserted Monastery," and " the Midni ght Visitor of the
Ruined Chateau." We should not so much object to the
thrilling narratives, and the weird talcs, the actual horrors
and the suggested sensationalism , because wc know that
unfortunatel y such is the taste of the hour , and though too
we deem such a profusion nf mystery awe and crime, a
mistaken use of the imaginative power and a decided injury
to morals and good taste amongst us. But we do most
loudly prote.t against the grammar ; it is unlike anything
we have ever read before. Sentences there are without a verb ,
thoug h with plenty of adjectives and notes of exclamation ;
paragrap hs also abound in which it is impossible to say
which is the predicate, which the subject. Indeed , there
are places in which we can find nothing but mysterious
hyphens and alarming notes of admiration.

Now we do not wish to seem to be too severe, but we feel
strongly that such a peculiar use, such a string ing together
of words can only end in positive barbarism , in a fearful
retrogression of our " English tongue." But having said
this, we may add that if any of our readers want plenty
of romance and plenty of the emotional , if they want to
sup off horrors , and be alternatel y excited and depressed ,
we certainly admit that they can easily be satisfied by
reading this Book of Episodes. We shall not be even
unprepared to hear that the book'is much read, and more
thought of , for it is " bizarre " enough to please any 0111.
But as candid reviewers we have expressed our op inion
honestly, manfully and in good faith.

Wc add one little sentence as an illustration of what we
deem pure nonsense and incorrect English :—

"He had been many years away—changed as he
was none knew him till lie told." Told what ? It seems
the writer wishes to convey the idea , that he told the re-
tainers , (young men's word for servants), that he was the
brother of course of the " murdered one !" for the terse
writer goes on to say—" But when he told ," (again we ask
what ?) " all these retainers of the place rejoiced."

Is this English ? We venture to say, No !
We may add that " Clytemnestra and Agamemnon "

can hardly properl y be called sensational , or the Last
Cruise of the Concordia either , though in both the grammar
is equall y defective, according to our recollections of
Lindley Murray. 
" Bicentenary Memorial of the Lodge, Canongate , Kilwin-

ning, 20th December, 1877."
We have received this most interesting little memorial.

So interesting do we deem it , that we have written to learn
if wc can get permission to reprint it for the information of
our English Freemasons in the " Masonic Magazine ," with
the facsimiles, as we could not dilate upon it here to our
satisfaction without greatly exceeding the normal modest
limits of reviews in the Freemason.

The evidence is continually accumulating which indi-
cates the bitter hostility of feeling entertained against
Masonry on the part of the Roman Catholic Church.
Hi gh Papal authorities , including even the Pope himself ,
put forth their proclamations against the Institution , and
pronounce anathemas upon every Roman Catholic Free'
mason. A stern discipline is sought to be enforced against
any followers of the Church who may be rash enough to
enrol themselves members of the fraternity, So it is,
the priest refuses to give the dy ing Mason the consolation
of the rites of the Church until he has renounced Mason-
ry ; and so it is, if the Catholic Mason dies without ab-
juring the Institution , he will bc most likel y to be denied
Christian burial according to the forms of the Church in
which he had membershi p. Two cases in point have re-
cently come to li ght ,—one in this country and one in
England. In the latter case the man was a devout
Catholic no less than a faithful Mason, He was an excise
officer and of good reputation ; dying suddenl y no oppor-
tunity was given to demand recantation of him as the
price of extreme unction. When , however , the family of
the deceased sought to arrange for his burial in the Roman
Catholic Cemeteiy, and requested the parish priest to
officiate at the funeral , they were met by the reply that
the man who had died was a Freemason, and therefore
could not bc buried in consecrated ground. Canon
Walker , the priest in charge, said that it was contrary to

ROMAN CATHOLIC OPPOSITION.

the rules of his Church to inter a member of any secret
society ; and he seemed by no means unwilling to use
the occasion to show his own hostility to Masonry, and to
make clear the position occupied by the Church he repre-
sented. A Protestant clergyman was called in , and the
service of the Church of England was read over the de-
ceased Catholic, who was buried as a heretic in consecrated
ground—his only offence being that at the time of his
death he was a Mason in good and regular standing.

It hardly seems possible that such bi gotry and intoleran ce
should be manifested in these latter days , or that the Rom an
Catholic authorities should carry their opposition to Mason ry
to such an extent. But other evidence is not wanting to
prove the bitter and undiminished hostility of Papacy to the
Craft. The allocutions of Pius the Ninth may not be quite
so severe, as to how the Church shall deal with Masons,
as were the proclamations of some of his predecessors.
Threats of the Inquisition may no longer be fulminated ,
but the spirit of the present Pope, as shown in the papers
he has put forth—the Bulls and Edicts regarding Masonry
—is as hard and intolerant as was the temper of Clement
himself. The Roman Catholic authorities and leaders are
all in accord on this subject. Priests, teachers , editors—
all join in misrepresenting the character and purposes of
Freemasonry, and in denouncing members of the Catholic
Church who may seek to affiliate with the Craft. Thus
the Catholic Universe deemed itself justified in ridiculing
the recent Templar gathering at Cleveland , and indul ging
m sneers at the manifestations made by the Order in
religion's name. Men of all classes, professions , and faiths
decorated their residences on the day of the great display
in the Forest City ; only Roman Catholics kept their houses
closed and put forth no sign of greeting. Just now the
Boston Pilot is severely exercised because the civil authori-
ties have asked the Masons to dedicate the soldier 's
monument in Boston. It seizes the occasion to cry out
against the Order and to influence its readers , and, so far
as possible, the Roman Catholic community, against the
Institution. This is to be expected. Papacy was never
tolerant. Its genius is in the line of illiberality , restraint,
persecution. It will allow no secrets among its followers
that the Church cannot penetrate. It will recognise and
approve no organisation that it cannot control . Its oppo-
sition must be counted upon , first , last, always.—Free,
mason's Repository.

ipttiiM to |ar&<r ; <rr IPusoittc f$totes
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A CURIOUS MASTER MASON'S CERTIFICATE.
To the Editor of the " Freemason. "

Dear Sir and Brother,—
A day or two ago a friend and brother of mine

showed me a parchment document , in MS., a little less in
size than half a sheet of foolscap, which he had turned up
in rummaging amongst a lot of family papers. The docu-
ment in question bears the following 1—

" Fleece Lodge, in Barnstap le, No. 2S1.
" To the Right Worshipful the Master and Wardens of

every perfect regular constituted Lodge.
" This is to aquaint you , and all true and faithful

Brethren , that Richard Browne, the barer hereof , was
rais'd to the degree of a Master Mason, in our Lodge, the
27th of December, 17 63; and , as a sober , worth y, honest
Brother we recommend him , and as one may do honour
to the Craftt. Sealed with our Lodge Seal, the 6 th Janu-
ary, 1706 , A.M. 3l (>(>.

" ]ohn Peters , Mr.
" J. Place, S.VV.
" George Rooke, J.W.
" Awth. Page, P.M.
" Richard Rooke, Secretary."

The red wax of the seal, I may mention , is almost de
faced , and is impressed on a stri p of corded ribbon , proba
bly a light blue at one time, but now faded. I have before
heard of travelling certificates being presented to brothers
in the old times—is this one? Fleece Lodge, No. 281 ,
also, I find does not exist in Barnstaple; but in its place
is Loyal Lodge, No. 25 1, founded in 1783. Perhaps some
old member of the latter can say when Fleece Lodge
collapsed.

Yours fraternally, DRYASDUST .

WHAT IS A FREEMASON ?
Is a question very often asked.

I will tell you what he is like and what he is ? He is
like a fox for cunning, a dove for tameness, a lamb for
innocence , a lion for boldness , a bee for industry, and a
sheep for usefulness. A word on each : he is cunning
enoug h to become a man (i.e. a Freemason) ; he is tame
enough to continue one ; he is innocent enoug h to deserve
to be one ; he is fierce enough to be worth y of being one ;
by contributing like the bee in summer for winter he con-
tinues to be one; and like a sheep he is not only doing
good to himsel f , but to those who may be acquainted with
or dependent on him. Nay ! he is a dutiful child , an af-
fectionate parent , a tender husband , a faithful servant , a
good master, a peaceful nei ghbour , a loyal subject , a wise
king, a just ruler , and a true friend ; full of affection to
his brethren , faithful to his friends , generou s to his
enemies, warm with compassion to the unfortunate , self-
deny ing to little private interests and happiness ; mag-
nanimous without being proud , humbl e without being
mean , just without being harsh , on whose word we can
entirely rely, whose professions of kindness are the effu -
sions of his heart , one in fine , whom , independentl y of
any views of advantage, we should choose for a superior ,
could trust as a friend , and could love as our brother from
the same parent. " This is a Freemason according to
Freemasonry."

Yours fraternally, A BROTHER .



The annua l  meeting of Mother Kilwinn ing Lodge was
held on the 2 ist ult. in the hall of the lodge. There was a
large inn-iter of brethren , Bros. R. W. Cochran-P.itriik of
Woodside , Depute Pi\>vi:ichl Grand Master for A yrshire ,
pre siding. The lod-.'C having been dul y opened in the
first degree , nnd some routine business transacted , the
following office-hearers were unanimously appointed :—
Coloncl 'Mur . -, M.P., R.W.M. and Provincial G.M. for
Ayishirc  ; Sir James Fcrgusson , Bart., Past Provincial
Pro. G.M. ; Patrick Burns , D. M. ; J. Carruthers , S.M., R.
Montgomeric , M.P., Proxv Master; J. A. Ferguson , P.S.W.;
John "Tweed. P.J.W.; J.'Gibson , S.W.; J. Gillespie, J.W.;
Revs. ]. Gillesp ie , W. Lee Ker , lohn Sime , and Alexander

Ing lis , Chap lains ; Robert Wylie , Secretary ; John Wiiiton ,
Treasurer ; Robert Aird , S.D. ; George Jack , J.D. ;
William Parves , S.S. ; W. Paterson , j.S. ; James Craw-
ford , B.B. ; John Armsirong, jun., architect ; C. Aitkcn ,
I.G. ; C. Breekeiiiid ge, Tyler.

Bro. Wylie read a letter from the Rev. George
Lake-man (a member of the lo:l ge), dated Portsoy, De-
cember , 14, staling llv.it he was somewhat pained that he
had to c.ill attention to the recent action taken by the
Grand Orient of Fiance in having struck out of its
preliminary declaration the words which express belief in
the existence of God and tl-c immortality of the soul. He
looked upon this as a great calamity. He had observed
that the Irish Grand Lodge had promptly passed a resolu-
tion regretting and strong ly protesting against the action
of the French Grand Orient in this matter ; and he
understood that the Grand Lodge of Eng land had ap-
pointed a committee to report upon the subject. Bro.
Lakeman thoug ht that Mother Kilwinning ought not to
remain silent , because , were she doing so, it would give
colour lo the assertion sometimes made that Ficemasonry
was onl y an empty shadow, without subs tance or
form—without  a meaning. He therefore suggested that
the Mother Lodge should pass a resolution in words sim-
ilar to the following : — "That we, the members of the
Mother Lod ge of Kilwinning,  beg respectfull y to call the
attention of the Grand Lod ge of Scotland to the unfortu-
nate step which has b?en taken by the Grand Orient ol
France, whereby a belief in the existence of God and the
immortality of the soul is expunged from its fundamental
princi ples, and to express the hope that some step will be
taken by which the Freemasons of Scotland may give
expression of the sorro w they feel that their brethre n and
friends should have so acted." Bro. Lakeman fui ther  said
that  between seventy and eighty French lod ges had pro-
tested against the change, and he submitted that Mother
Kilwinning Loi ge oug ht to do all in their power to sup-
port these lodges in tlie stand they were making for the
ri ght.

Bro. Cochran -Patrick agreed that they should take the
action s-uggc-ted in that letter, for no doubt the Grand
Orient had struck at the very foundation of Masonry when
they made such a change. He had found in Denmark ,
Sweden , and Norway that the Lodge Mother Kilwinning
was regaided wilh great respect , and he believed that any
resolution which she passed on the step taken by the
Grand Orient woi.ld have great effect. He proposed a
resolution in tlie terms suggested in the letter , ami thought
that  a copy should be sent to the Grand Lodge of Scot-
land and Grand Orient of France. (A pplause.)

Bio. J. G. I la lkct  seconded the resolution , which was
unanimousl y adopted.

Tlie Lodge Mother Kilwinning celebrated their annual
festival in the evening, and was visited by large deputa-
tions f rom the follow nig daug hter lod ges, headed by
their  respective Masters , namely, St. Andrew 's, Kilmarnock ,
1 ;(> ; St. Andrews , Irvine , 149 ; St. John (Kilwinning),
Beith , 15 7 ;  Thistle and Rose, Stevenston , I 6Q ; Blair ,
Dairy , 290 ; and Neptune (Kilwinning), Ardrossan , 442.
A most happy and enjoyable evening was spent.

F REEMASONRY IN SCOTLAND.

On Wednesday, the 19th December, the first lod ge
unde r  the beaut i fu l  ritual , viz : The Royal Oscar Lod ge
and Temple , No. 9, was consecrated by the P.G.M. for
Lancashire , Bro. Major George Turner , at the Compton
Hotel , Church Street. After  the consecration Bro. Thomas
Clark , P.M. 673, P./., (173 ; and holding many other
offices in Masonry, was dul y installed as the first W.
Master , and the following officers were appointed to their
respective positions : Bros. W. T. May, P.M., 673, and
1393; as S.VV. Thos. Roberts , P.M. 673, as J.W. ;
John Lloy d , P.M. 249 , M. of C.; J. Wood , (Freemason)
Reg istra r 11. Pearson , P.M. 673, Treasurer; W. Bracken-
bury , Secittaiy; I I .  Marshall , Chaplain ; Lewis Herman ,
Marshall ; D. Jackson , S.D. H. Burrows, W.M. 673,
J.D. John Hug his , P.M. 220 , Standard Bearer ; John
Atkinson , Sword Bearer ; John Seddon , Herald ; John
Loll y, Si nr. Steward ; James Sampson , 2nd. Steward ;
W. J. Hale-ham , 3rd. Steward ; and Thos. Smyth ,
Pursuivant .  Af te r  the  ini t iat ion of John Seddon by ihe
W.M., the bre thren  ad journed to re freshment , when the
usual l.- ija l  and Masonic toasts were given and responded
to. Allus i i  11 was made by the  P.G.M., Bro. Major
George Tin ner , ani l  the W.M., t ; the spirited und very
successful m a n n e r  in which the lod ge had been established ,
and winch pi oni ' s . s  to he the largest anil best worked
lodge in lhe  prin nice , being ouly stareeel wi th in  the
presei .t month , :ind alread y r. large number  of brethren
have joined . It was  expected that the sp lendid jewel
of the Order would have been read y for the  mem-
bers , but no doubt the Masonic jeweller having it in hand
will complete it before the forthcoming Annual Ball.

SWEDEN BORGI AN RITE IN
LIVERPOOL.

BRO. R I C H A R D  WOOLFE.
Bro. Woolfe was elescemled of an old family formerl y

seateel at Maileley, in Shropshire, where one of his
ancestors , a Roman Catholic gentleman of that name ,
afforded a refuge and hosp itality to King Charles the
Second , fleeing from his signal defeat at Worcester , in
1651. The deceased gentleman had latel y changed the
orthography of his name—originall y " Woof "—to
" Woolfe." Bro. Woolfe was Town Clerk of Worcester and
as such , possesseel amp le scope for the pursuit of local
history anel anti quities in the large collection of MSS.
and printed records confided to his keep ing. These he
not onl y carefull y examined himself , but willing ly
afforded facilities for others to inspect who  were engaged
in the same pursuit. We arc assured by Mr. Noakc that
the deceaseel Bro . greatly assisted him in the preparation
of his recently-published work , entitled " Worcestershire
Relics," which fact is gracefull y acknowled ged by the
author in the dedication of the volume to him.

Bro. Woolfe's great and princi pal work , however—per-
formed during his time of office ol Town Clerk—was in
collecting and arranging all the munici pal records , books,
maps, documents, and p ictures in the possession of the
Corporation , with such interesting additions as he could
procure, either by purchase or the free contribution of the
citizens, and compiling a catalogue of the same, which was
printed in the year 1874.. This was a woik involving
great labour and some personal sacrifice , which , however,
was e'heerfully unelcrgone by Bro. Woolfe for the benefit
of the city. The Corporation at his request made a grant
for constructing a strong room for the reception of this
valuable collection. He also presented them with an oil
portrait of Charles II., to be hung in the Cou ncil
Chamber.

Bro. Woolfe , who devoted a goo:! deal of spare t ime to
historical , archaeolog ical , and genealogical studies , was a
fellow of the Anti quarian , of the Royal Historical , and
other literary societies , to whose transactions he occasion-
ally contributed some interesting papers. He was one of
the ori ginal founders of the Worcester Architectural Society
and the Archaeological Club , contributing papers to the
latte r, some of which were subsequently printed , including
one on "The Seal anil Arms of the  Cit y of Worcester ," a
statement of " The personal expenses of Charles II. in the
City of Worcester , 1651 ," also a description of the portraits
in the Guildhall.

Bro. Woolfe was an active anel esteemed member of our
Masonic Order, contributing to the lore cf the society, to
the recognition of its princi ples, anil the advancement of
universal brotherhood. He had filled the offices of W.M.
of the Worcester Loel ge, 280, anil First Princi pal of St.
Wulstan 's Royal Arch Chapter , besides important offices
in the Provincial Grand Loilge of Worcestershire. He was
one of the  founders of the St. Amand Encampment of
Kni ghts Templar, meeting in Worcester, of which he
was the first Eminent Commander. As a Deputy
Provincial Grand Commander of the Oreler he was
corresponding Secretary in the dominion of Canada , with
the rank of Past Provincial Grand Commander. He had
also filled the chairs in other superior grades of Free-
masonry, and was a member of the 32nd Degree of the
Ancient and Accepted Rite. He took a leading part in
promoting the Mj sor.ic testimonial in the shape of a
superb stained glass window in the Cathedral to the late
eminent Bro. Josep h Bennett ; and in the other painted win-
dow there presented by the Grand Lodge of Worcestershire.
In these, Bro. Woolfe's acquaintance with the arts of anti-
quarian design , anel his thorough imbuement with , and
profound appreciation of , the mysterious and science-teem-
ing emblems of Freemasonry enabled him to render the
most efficient service.

Bro. Woolfe joined the Order of St. John in 1867, and
up to the time of his illness he took the greatest possible
interest in its charitable work. In 1869 the diet system
of relief , which had been employed with regarel to con-
valescent patients of some of the London hospitals , was
introduced by the order into Worcester. From that time
many of the convalescent patients of Worceste r Dispensary
have received relief in the form of nourishing food , by
which means a large number of persons recovering from
sickness, who are depending on their toil for their daily
bread , have been enabled to return to their work sooner
thar. otherwise could possibly have been the case-. In this
labour of love for his poorer bretluen Bro. Woolfe took
a most active part , as he recognised in the system one of
the best means of employing the charitable funds of the
Oreler to which he was so devotedl y attached. As far as
his services in this direction arc concerned , his loss is irre-
parable. But it was not only in Worcester that his ser-
vices to the Oreler were so valuable and highly appreciated
by the members. From the intimate knowledge which
he had of the history of the Order , and in consideration
of other special qualifications which he possessed , he was
selected in 1872 , by the Chapter of the Order in England ,
to fill the important post of Reg istrar, an office in which
his legal , historical , anil general knowledge were of the
hi ghest advantage. His loss in this respect will be deeply
regretted.

The funeral of the deceased gentleman took place at
the New Cemetery, on Thursday afternoon , Dec. 20, at one
o'clock. Piior to that time there gathered in the walk
leading lo the chapel a number  of f i iends of the late Bro.
Woolfe , anel when the cortege arrived at the gate, the fol-
lowing procession was formed : Freemasons of Worcester ,
Magistrate s and Corporation , numbers of the legal profes-
sion , members of the Board of Guardians , anel members of
the Order of St. John of Jerusalem , followed by three
mourning coaches, ihe hearse , two mourning coaches,
and the private carriages of Bro. Sir E. A. H. Lechmere,
Bart , M.P., R. Padmore, Esq., and R. Smith , Esq. At

©bites.-0
the entrance to the chapel, the procession divided , and the
coffin was carried in. There the first part of the funeral ser-
vice was performed by the Rev. T. W. Wooel , curate of Han-
ley Castle, and one of the Chap lains to the Order of St. John
of Jerusalem ,the proper psalms being sung hy the Cathedra l
choir, and also the hymn " Days and Mo-
ments Quickly Fly ing ;" Mr. A. [. Caldicott pre-
f iding at the harmonium. On emerging from the
chapel , the order cf procession was reversed, the members
of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem taking the first
position immediatel y after the choir, who sang "Jesus
lives , no longer now ," the Worcester Freemasons bring ing
up the rear. At the grave , which was a bricked one, the
Rev. Oswald Mang in Holden , Vica r of Gailey, Stafford-
shire , and also a Chap lain to the Order of St. Jeihn of
Jerusalem, concluded the solemn service, and amid signs
of profound grief , all that was mortal of one so well known
and so universally beloved was committed to mother
earth. The coffin was composcel of oak , with brass
mountings ami mediaeval brass furniture. The plate
bore the following inscri ption : " Richard Woolfe , born
15th December , 1821 ; died 16th December, 1877." It
was covered by a very handsome violet pall , having a
Passion cross the whole length anil width , and upon
wdiich was laiel an tight-pointed cross of the Order of
St. John of Jerusalem.

Loving hands had constructed many beautiful devices
in flowers, anil there was scarcely room to place them all
on the coffin.

The following is a list of the pall-bearers .—C. C. W,
Griffiths , Esq., R. W. Roberts , Esq., London ; Alfred
Powell , Esq., Richard Smith , Est]., F. R. Jeffery, Esq., S.
G. Purchas, Esq., H. Caldicott , Esq., Sir E. A . H. Lech -
mere, Bart., M.P. The mourners were : S. P. Richards,
Esq., J. G. Richards , Esq., Wolverhampton ; E. S. Sander-
s.m, Esq., W. M. Woof , Esq., (cousin) , Mr. C. W. Grif-
fiths , Mr. A. George, Mr. H. Caink , and Mr. F. Simms,
Worcester. Among those who were present anil took part
in the procession were, as representing tne Oreler of St.
John of Jerusalem , General Sir John St. George, K.C.B.,
Sir Brooke Kay, Bait., Lieut-Col. Gould Weston , F.S.A.,
(librarian) ; Sir E. A. H. Lechmere, Bart , M.P., (secretary
of the Order) , the Rev. P. M. Holden and Rev. T. W.
Wood (chaplains of the Order), anel E. S. Sanderson ,
Esq. Letteis of apology for non-attendance were
received from several members. The Mayor (F.
Dingle, Esq.), the Sheriff (W. Holland , Esq.), Aid. Wood-
ware!, Longmore, Josiah Stallard , John Stallard , M.Jones,
Councillors Bosward , Harrison, Noake, Airey, Davies,
Roberts , Lechmere-Pugh , R. E. Barnett , W. Stallard , and
Foxwell ; Revs. R. Cattley, D. C. Preedy, T. L. Wheeler,
J. B. Wilson , J. Hamilton Davies, Messrs. J. V. Stallard ,
Baldwyn , Baj lis, Woodward , Butler , Holland ; G. W.
Bentley , T. G. Hy de , R. P. Hill , Canning Hill , C. E. Beck ,
F. Corbett , H. Corbett, W. Allen , C. Pidcock , Wr. P.
Hug hes, |. Tree, W. W. A. Tree, H. Ciisp, S. M. Beale,
W. W. Cawley (Malvern), T. Bates, Hilary Hill , H. W.
Budd ; J. W. Isaac, D. W. Barker, R. W. Binns, H. Rowe,
M. Power, Felton , C. Higgs, T. M. Hopkins , J. W. Stone,
T. Hobbs , F. Lingham , W. Sanders , J. Close, H.
Charge, H. Walters , J. H. L. Jones, J. Rutland , J. W.
Weldin , W. Underwood , F. N. Gosling, W. Stephens,
Horton , Jones, Roberts, anil H. George , were among the
large concourse present.

The annual  and ancient custom of serving up a boar's
head at Queen 's College, Oxford , was observed with all
due ceremony on Christmas-day, when the public were
admitted , as in former years, to witness the interesting
ceremony. The boar 's head , which, was provided by the
College Manci ple, Mr. William Horn , was a splendid speci-
men of the species, weighing between 6olb. and 701b., and
was decorated with the proverbial " bays anil rosemary,"
surmounted with the College arms, flags , &c. Shortly
after 5 o'clock a procession of singing men and choristers,
beaded by the Rev. Sackett Hope, Chap lain of Queen 's
College, entered the hall , followed by the trophy on a
silver salver, carried on the shoulders of two serving men ,
chanting tbe following carol , arranged by Dr. Hague, a
former distinguished musical member of that society :—

" The boar 's head in hand bring I
With garlands gay and rosemary,
I pray you all sing menily,

Qui estis in convivio.
Capuit apri defero
Reddens laudes Domino."

" The boar's head , as I understand
Is the bravest dish in all the land ;
When thus bedecked in a gay garland

Servile cum cantico.

"Our steward hath provided this
In honour of the King of Bliss,
Which on this day to be served is,

In Reg inensi Atrio."
Mr. Hope rendered the solo part to good effect , which

was intensified by the excellent combination of voices in
the chorus.

On reaching the high table, the dish was deposited , and
on the departure of the public, the resilient members of the
College partook of dinner , the boar's head forming one of
the princi pal dishes.

The ori gin of the ceremony is somewhat obscure, but
there is no dnuVt it has been obscrveel for a period of soo
years , one authority quoting 1350 as being the probable
year of the first festival. Mr. Pointer , in his Oxoniensis
Acadcmia, remarks, in reference to the ceremony, that " It
is in memory of a noble exp loit , as tradition relates, by
a scholar (a Tabedar) of Queen's College in killing a wild
boar in Shotover Wood." (The wood still remains, being

QUEEN' S COLLEGE, OXFORD.



an elevated and lovely spot a mile or two from Oxford ,
frequented by pedestrians and lovers of the picturesque.)
Having wandered into the wood , which was pot far from
Oxford , with a copy of " Aristotle " in his hand , anel being
attacked by a wild boar , who came at him with extending
jaws intending to make but a mouthfu l  of him, he was
enabled to conquer the furious animal by thrusting the
" Aristotle " down his throat , crj ing " Girecum est!" The
animal , of course , fell prostrate at his feet , was carried
in triump h to the College, and no doubt served up to an
old song in memory of the noble exp loit. But this is onl y
tradition , and no date is given when the custom was first
observed. Ant. A. Wooel , writing in 1660, says it is an
" Antient custom as old as 'tis thoug ht as the College it
selfe , but no reason to be given for it."

On the 2 ist. Bro. Robert Wylie, J.P., Kilwinning, was
presented with a purse containing 250 soveri gns , and a
handsome epergne , as also a gold watch , chain , and
brooch for Mrs. 'Wy lie. Bro. Wy lie has for a long period
taken an active interest in matters tending to promote the
welfare of the ancient town of Kilwinning, and , being a
Freemason , he has been , and still is, one of the most co-
erce tic and respected members of the Mother Loilge of
Scotland. The gifts with which he was presented were
given in token of the hi gh esteem in which he is held hy
all classes of the community, and in recognition of his
Masonic and public services. At four o'clock a dinner
was held in the hghnton Arms , at which there were
about 100 gentlemen present. Mr. H. M. Cochran-
Patrick of Woodsidc occupied the chair , while Messrs,
George Brown of Burnside and J. M. M'Cosh of Dai ry
officiated as croup iers. Amongst those present were—
Rev. Mr. Taylor , Kilwinning; Rev. Henry Reid , M.A.,
Irvine ; Rev. George Philp, Saltcoats ; Provost Paterson ,
mine ; Messrs. J. A. -ferguson , Glasgow ; James Dickie ,
Town-Clerk of Irvine ; J. G. Halkett , hanker, Saltcoats ;
Henry Leek of Holly bush ; William D. Al'J annet , Irvine ;
Arthur  Guthrie , Ardrossan ; anil H. M. Higher , Irvine ,
The usual constitutional toasts were pioposed fro m the
chair, and dul y honoured. Mr. H. M. Higet proposed
" The Loid-Lieutenant of the County " (Earl of Stair) , and
Mr. James Hcndrie gave "The Lord of the Manor
(Earl of Eglington), which were cordiall y responded to.

The Chairman then said—It has often puzzled foreign-
ers who have come to stuel y the history of this country
to account for the comparative immuni ty  which we haie
had fro m those social and political convulsions which
have occurred in various countries once at least in every
generation , and sometimes oftener. Various theories have
been propounded to account for this. One distinguished
«;onomist bas satisfied hiaiself that our freedom from revo-
lution depends upon the custom widely prevalent amongst
us of giving public dinners. (Laug hter.) Another , not
quite so well-known , but no less able writer , has defined
the Scotch to be a'commiltee-making people, and has found
in our very common practice on all occasions of calling a
public meeting, and then appointing a chairman with
almost despotic powers, and afterwards the nomination of
a small committee to do the real work , a social parallel te)
that practical blending of monarchy, aristocracy, anel de-
mocracy which so happ il y characterises the British Con-
stitution. And yet a thirel—perhaps more distinguished,
and certainly better known than cither of the others—be-
lieves that we owe the calm course of our history to the
fact that there has always been in this country
a large and cultuicd class who having leisure, have
preferre d instead of devoting their time , money, anil
energ ies to the pursuit of pleasure , devoted these to
the prosecution of useful public ends, without the hope of
any other recompense or reward than the consciousness
of doing a right and a good thing for their fellow-men.
(A pp lause.) I venture to th ink that the proceedings which
have culminated here to-night might have afforded an
example of each of these ingenious theories. We hav e
held our meetings, appointed our committees , and dis-
cussed a very good dinner , and we have in our friend and
guest of this evening, a conspicuous examp le of that val-
uable class who are always ready to come forward with
their time and energy for the promotion of public ends.
(A pplause.) For more now than 20 years Bro. Wy lie has
taken an active and prominent part in every movement
which had for its object the welfare of this ancient place.
As a county magistrate, as a director of the district poor-
house , as a member of the various local boards—in every
capacity in which he has acted Bro. Wylie has taken an
active part in the promotion of useful things , but it is pro-
minentl y as a member of the ancient bod y of Freemasons
that Bro. Wylie is most widely known. (A pp lause.)
From the first day of his initiation he has enthusiastically
identified himself with the Province of Ayrshire and with
Mother Kilwinning. (Applause.) There is hardly an
office in the lod ge which he has not fulfilled , and filled
well and worthil y. I have the best reason for believing
and saying lie has, during that  long period , not to his
own knowled ge, missed one business meeting. (A pp lause.)
In limes of Masonic prosperity, in periods of calm repose,
and in times of adverse reaction , Bro. Wylie has ever
done the best , a man could do for the interest of the Craft
and Kilwinning.  (A pplause.) I am sure 1 shall be cor-
roborate d by all the brethren present when I say that  in
this great and important Province of Ayrshire , during
the last twenty years, Masonry has made a most
extraordinary iirogress ; and I am sure I will not he
exceeding the truth , or going beyond what is within
the personal knowled ge of many here present , when I
say that much of that progress is due to the genuine
enthusiasm, the ever-prudent tact , the invariable good tem-
per, and the genial courtesy of Bro. Wylie. (Applaiise.)
It is not surprising, then, that under these circumstances a

PRESENTATION TO BRO. ROBERT
"WYLIE.

very wide feeling shoulel prevail that some recognition
shoulel be made of those public services, and according ly
a movement was set afoot some time ago, which has re-
sulted in the very handsome testimonial which I am now
about to hand to Bro. Wy lie , and I am sure that , valuable
as that testimonial is , it will be valued by him not so much
because of its intrinsic value, but as representing the sin-
cere regarel anel respect of a very large circle of friends.
Turning to Bro. Wj lie, the  Chairman said—Now, sir , in
handing to you this most beautiful gift , I am sure I ex-
press the earnest ciesire of everyone lo-day when I say wc
hope you will for a long time continue to discharge to-
wards Mother Kilwinning and this elistiict those offices
which have won you such a large circle of friends. (A p-
plause.) The Chairman then asked Bro. W ylie to accept
of the 230 soverei gns and epergne, as also a gold watch ,
chain , and brooch for Mrs. Wylie, and concluded by call-
ing on the company to drink the toast of "Bro. W y lie, and
his Fireside."

The toast was enthusiastically responded to.
Bro. Wylie , in reply, saiel—I rise to thank you , or

rather to attempt to thank you, for the great honour you
have conferred upon mc this evening in presentingmewith
such a magnificent testimonial. We have the hi ghest
authority for say ing that out of the fullness of the heart
the mouth spcakcth. It is not less true that the heart
may be too full for words, as mine is now , for any words
at my c i m m a n d  must altogether fail in expressing the
gratituele I feel for ibis crowning act of kintlncss towards
Mrs. Wy lie arul myself. I have to thank my friend , your
distinguished chairman , for proposing my hial th in such
eloquent terms, though I well know and felt that his
word s of praise farexceeel Rny merits of mine. Whatever
I have been privilege d to do in a public capacity or
in connection wilh the ancient guild to which many
of us belong has been to me a lahour of love, and its
own abundant reward. This magnificent g ift testifies that
I have done something you considered deserving of recogni-
tion , and it will be a further streng thening of my hands , if
years are g iven mc, for further work. The chairman has
fitting ly told you the cause of this outflow of frienelliness
and biothcrl y love towards me. Much of it , I daresay, is
due to my late candidature for the office of Secretary in the
Grand Lod ge of Scotland. And here, perhaps , I may be
perm itted to state that it was only after the most urgent
solicitations hy many of my warmest Masonic friends
throughout Ayrshire and iu Glasgow that fa l lowed myself
to become a cindidate. My candidature-, as you are awaie,
was unsuccessful. That I was in a large measure the
cause of my own defeat, it is unnece ssary now to explain.
From all part s expressions of regret and sympath y came
to me, followed and atteste d by kind deeds , which have
culminated in this splendid gift. It has , indeed , some
significance in being presented on an anniversar y of the
Mother Lod ge, al though I am aware* that rainy friends far
and near have contributed to it who do not belong to the
Masonic Craft , which makes me value it all the more
hi ghl y, and I cannot hel p expressing speciall y to them ray
deep sense of gratitude. I cannot refrain from mentioning
by name one gentleman who has been singularl y zealous
in its pro m otion. 1 refer to my friend , Mr. Ferguson ,
whose kindness 1 f heart and liberality of sentiment are so
well known to all his friends. Before sitting down , allow
mc again to thank you for this splendid epergne , and the
sovereigns accompany ing it. My friends have not been
forgetful that  money answereth all things.  The g ift of
this valuable gold watch and brooch to Airs. Wy lie I have
great pleasure in acknowled ging in her name. 1 need
scarcely say to those who know her that the manner in
which she has borne with me the burden of life has enabled
me, as 1 could not have done otherwise , to devote so con-
siderable a portion of my time to public work. Those gifts
will ever be most hi ghly prized and handed down as heir-
looms in our famil y.

Several oilier toasts followed.
The epergne bore the following inscri ption :—" Pre-

sented , wilh a purse- and 2 ;o soverei gns and gift to Mrs.
Wy lie , hy a large circle of Masonic and other friends to
Robert Wylie, Esq., Prov. Grand Secretary for A yrshire,
and Secretary of Mother Lod ge, in appreciation of long
and valuable services to Masonic and other institutions
connected with Kilwinning,  iu testimony of their regarel
for him as a brother and frieiiel. —Kilwinning, 2 ist Dec,
lH 77- 

We take the following from the "Australian Freema-
son :"—

It affords us great pleasure to give insertion to the
following communication forwarded to us by our D. Grand
Secretary :

Freemasons' Hall , London , W.C,
1 Oth August, 1877.

Dear Sir and Brother,—I have the pleasure to hand you
herewith the patent of your appointment to be District
Grand Master of New South Wales, in succession to Bro.
A. T. Holroy d, resi gned , an office which you have alread y
held with so much credit to yourself and satisfaction to
your brethren in the district , that they again desire you to
resume your sway over them. I sincerel y trust that  your
efforts in the cause of Alasonry may bc as successful now
as they were on a former occasion , and that health and
strength may be granted you to carry out Ihe duties of the
office , as formerl y, for the general benefit of the Oreler.

I have the honour to be, yours tru l y and fraternall y,
J O H N  H E R V E Y , G.S.

John Williams, Esq.,
Ri ght Worshipful District Grand Master forN.S. Wales

PRESENTATION TO W. BRO. F. B. DAVIDSON.
Every Mason who knows our brother is conscious of

his Masonic dili gence, earnestness, and industry. For a
quarter of _ a century our brother has been sedulously em-

FREEMASONRY IN AUSTRALIA.

ployed in the erection of a Hiraniic Superstructure. And
it is no wonder th at now and again we hear of brethre n
showing their appreciation of the important services which
our distinguished brother has rendered to the Craft. The
D. Grand Master , E.G., R.W. Bro. John Williams , has
graciously been pleased to appoint our brother " District
Director of Ceremonies '' in the Granel Loilge , anel the
Alost Ex. Z., and companions of Zetland , K.A. Chapter ,
390, E.G., at their last annual  convocation presented him
with a beautifull y illuminated address , which reads thus :—

" To Francis Burnand Davidson , Esq.—Dear Sir and
Excellent Companion ,—We the Companions of the Zetland
Royal Arch Chapter of Australia, No. 390, E.G., desire,
on the occasion of tbe completion of your twentieth year
of service in the important office you have so efficientl y
and honourably held in this chapter , to convey to you
the expression of our esteem for you as a gentleman and a
Royal Arc h Mason. And in testimony of our appreciation of
the courtesy, integrity, and zeal which have ever charac-
terised your long service in connection with us as a mem-
ber of our chapter , we beg to present you with this
address , and hope that it may be the pleasare of the
Most Hi gh to so dispose events that you may long be
spared to be amongst us. On behalf of the chapter , we
remain , dear sir and companion , fraternall y yours,
William Webster , Z.; N.J . Robinson , H . j  and E. Kirch-
ner , J."

We have learned with pleasure that such is the fraternal
esteem in which our brother is held that for the last twenty
years he has been annually elected to one of the hi ghest
offices in a lod ge which includes among its members
many gentlemen of distinct ion , and his c-lec'ion for the
twenty-first time was chosen as a suitable occasion for
acknowledg ing his val uable services to the Order , and the
courteous and generous demeanour which he has always
exhibited in his relations with his brethren.

We cordially join in the fraternal wishes anel p rayers o f
our fellow-companions that our brother 's " bow may long
abide in strength and the arms of his hands may be
made strong by the hands of the Mighty God of Jacob."

ZETLAND LODGE, 6 53, AND THE INDIAN
FAMINE R E L I E F  FUND. ig

Zetland Lodge, 635, E.C, has voted the sum of £3 on
behoof of the f imine-strieken in India. We humbly think
that the commendable and trul y Masonic example of this
lod ge should he followed by all the lodges in the colonics ,
and that the sum or sums so raised should be sent as a
" Masonic Fund " from the Masons cf this colony or other
colonies by our respective District or Provincial Grand
Masters. "The Profane " will then know that Masoniy
is not " a delusion " or "a phantom ," but that it is an
Order of Love, Relief , and Truth . Of " the three tenets "
of a Mason's profession it may be said that Tiuth is the
Column of Wisdom , whose rays penetrate and enli ghten
the inmost recesses of the lod ge; Brotherly love, the
Column of Strength , which binds us as one famil y ;  and
Relief , the Column of Beauty, whose ornaments , more
precious than the lilies and pomegranates that adorned
the pillars of the porch , are the widow's tcar cf joy and the
orphan 's prayer of gratitude. Let all the lod ges then , act
as the sanctuaries of relief worthy of the " Widow's San."

P R E S E N T A T I O N  TO D R. BOOR , W.M.—On Tuesday,
Oct. 23, the member:; of the Southern Star Lodge prescnteel
their Worshipful Alaster , Dr. Boor, with a handsome
Afasonic jewel , and an address expressive of their respect ,
admiration , and affection. In presenting the kilter , the
S.W. observed that the pleasure was not altogether un-
mixed. He regretted the necessity of reverting to the
vexatious circumstances t h a t  had called for this expres-
sion of sympath y and confidence , but it being a Alasonic
duty to stand by anel support a brother in need , by the
act of thelod ge on this occasion it was proved that the
brethren are true to their obli gations. He referred to
the report of the Royal Commission , now before the
Parliament , and said that if that report meant  anything,
and its plain Saxon Eng lish was not misunderstood , this
was a case iu which the Alasoni c at tr ibute of justice must
yet be satisfied. He then read the address, to which was
affixed ninety signatures , and presented it , with the jewel ,
by the hands of the S.D., calling on the lotl ge to salute
their esteemed Master and brother , nnd to join in the wish
that he may live long to wear that jewel with honour to
himself anil the Craft , and with satisfactory reminiscences of
this assemoly. The strong feeling in this matter was
manifested in the fact that on no previous occasion had
such a large assemblage of Freemasons met in that hall.
Among numerous visitors were—George Pierce, Esq.,
P.G.AL ofN.Z., Irish Constitutor , Rev. G. T. N. Watkins,
P.M. -, Mr. diaries Bright , and others.

The number of deserters from the Army
advertised in the Police Gaz 'lle during 1877 has been
7,300, being 2(10 below the tot il for 18 /6. A large pro-
portion of the aggregate is , as usual , made up of deser-
tious over anil over again of the s n u e  ind iv idua ls , and it
also includes many  absentees who are recapiurcel or volun-
tary return to their duties.

H.R.H. the Duke of Connaug ht , S.G.W.,
has forwarded a chei|ue for £100 to the M lyor of Cork ,
fo he distributed amongst the local char ities.

Mr. Albert Jones, the mimic anil ventri loquist
will give an entertainment , in character costume , at the
" Twelfth Night Treat " of the Girls' School , on Alonday
next.

The Gardeners ' Chronicle hears that the Hor •
ticultural Club proposes to migrate to the Temple Club
in Arundel-street, Strand , close to the Temple Station.

FREEMASONRY IN NEW ZEALAND.



We propose to interrogate a number of brethren as lo
why they were made Masons. Some might expect that
the similarity of their replies would render it requisite for
us to narrate to the reader but a single answer. It is true
that all did give the same reply at one period of their lives ;
all signed a similar petition , and made the customary
declaration , which it is not necessary for us to repeat here ;
but we propose to renew the inquiry after the lajise of some
eight or ten years, and to get, if possible, an honest
answer.

Bro. Backus has been a Mason for fifteen years, and from
our intimate knowledge of his Masonic life (which has been
invariably distinguished for diligent attendance at lodge,
and conscientious performance of every duty imposed upon
him) we felt confident that his reply would be ingenuous
and satisfactory, and it is. He says that he was made a
Alason for two reasons—because he was from youth a
seeker after knowledge, and he was strongly impressed
with the belief that the mysteries of Freemasonry would
unveil to his mind wisdom that he could not attain in any
other manner . This was his first reason. His second was,
that he had always understood brotherl y love was a dis-
tinguishing characteristic of Freemasons, and he was
anxious to belong to a brotherhood in which each member
unselfishly aided another, when in distress of mind , body,
or estate. He admitted that he had some curiosity to learn
the forms and ceremonies of the Craft , but this curiosity
was altogether subordinate to the two reasons just given.

It is needless to say that Bro. Backus is entirely satisfied
with Freemasonry, for, in his own language, " it fills the
bill "—not its own bill , for it has none, but the one which
he arranged for it in his own mind. The fraternity issues
no posters to entice entrants. It forbids solicitation for
membership. One must confess, however, that sometimes
when a new lodge is started , with perhaps a dozen or
twenty members, and the first night of meeting discloses
that there are eight or ten applicants for initiation , it does
look as if the entire body of the new lod ge had been out
with fife and drum beating up recruits. Of course they
were not, but , we repeat, it looks so. The enthusiasm of
members of new lodges is so unbouneled , that they omit
no opportunity to laud Freemasonry in genera l, and their
own lodge in particular, and the result is a rush in that
special direction.

Bro. Smirky has been a Mason for two years, but he is
now seen so infrequentl y at the lodge, and takes so littl e
interest in the Craft , that we have some doubts as to whether
he remembers why he was made a Mason. On asking
him the question , however, we find he knows ri ght well ,
and he feels sore over his knowledge. He shall speak for
himself. " I joined the Masons because I imagined them
to be a lot of ' hail fellows, well met,' always ready for a
jollification , conferring the tlcgrees more for their own sport
than for the edification of the initiate, and never
closing a meeting without a banquet. I soon found out ,
however, how awfull y I was mislaken. I never saw a
more solemn set of fellows, anil I would as soon go to
church as to a lodge. I was made a Mason for fun , and
there is no fun  in Alasonry—to speak of."

Bro. Solomon contradicts both Bro. Backus and Bro.
Smirky, Some men are walking dictionaries, Bro.
Solomon is a walking Bible. He is a man of one idea. He
ignores the present , and lives only for the future. He
joined the Masons because he had read that the Holy
Bible was the first Great Light in Alasonry, and he was
glad to support a society founded on such a principle. He
was mistaken in thinking that Freemasonry was one-
ieleael , like himself. As soon as he became a member
of the Craft, he found that it encouraged festivities and
banquets, and often went from labour to refreshment.
That was enough to ruin it in his estimation. He is now
a Mason only in name, j ust as Bro. Smirky is , but for
quite a elifferent reason.

Bro. Curus was made a Mason to see what there was
in it , and his testimony is that it is as hollow as a drum.
Bare curiosity prompted his application, and as soon as it
was satisfied , he had no further use of the lodge. He
had no interest in it , and never attended it. Of course he
was not going to pay six elollars a year for dues for
nothing, so he sent in his resignation, procured a dimit ,
and buried it in the bottom of his trunk. That is practi-
cally the end of Bro. Curus as a Mason, and there are
no mourners.

I h e  Rev. Bro. Free was made a Alason gratis. It was
the custom of his lodge to receive clergymen without a fee ;
if it was charged in the first place it was don ated after-
wards. Bro. Free thought a great deal of Alasonry for
the first year, but when December came around , and lie
received a bill for elues , he was horrified. He was made a
Mason because he was invited to do so, without cost, and
he soon let his brethren know th at if they did not intend to
remit his dues annually, he would leave them in disgust ;
and he diel. It vvas the opinion of most Alasons that that
lodge was served right. Charity Alasons are dead wooel
in Masonry. He who sets out in life as a Alasonic pauper ,
expects to be sustained as a pauper all of his life. The
lodge which remits an initiation fee throws away its
mysteries upon an unapprcciative brother . We rarely
value that which costs nothing. BrJ. Free was made a
Mason because a friend asked him , and promised that the
lod ge would forgive him the initiation fee ; but because it
would not forg ive him perennailly his dues , he is now
suspended for N. P. D. Served him right ; and the
loil ge oug ht to be suspended too, if lt persists in making
Alasons gratis.

We do not believe that the reader was made a Alason
for any except legitimate reasons, for the bare fact that he
takes and reads a Craft newspaper to a large degree
substantiates his Masonic character. Bro. Free, Bro.

Solomon , and Bro. Smirky were never known even to

¦WHY WERE YOU MADE A MASON ? borrow a Alasonic newspaper to read , but 1 every brother
who loves the fraternity, loves its literature, and feels a
pride in encouraging its dissemination among the Craft.—
Keystone.

The Editor will be glad to receive notice from
Secretaries of Craft Lodges, Royal Arch Chap-
ters, Mark Lodges, Encampments, Conclaves,
&c, of any change in place or day of meetin g.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 3.
Gen. Com. Boys' School at 4.
Lodge 1572 , Carnarvon , Albion Tav., Aldersgate-st.

„ 1622 , Rose, Surrey AI.H.
LODGES OF INSTRUCTION.

Lily, Greyhound , Richmond.
Alanchester, 77, London-st., Fitzroy-sq.
Star, Alarquis of Granby, New Cross-rd.
Eccleston, Grosvenor Club, Ebury-square, S.W.
Percy, 113, Southgate-road , N.

AIONDAY, JANUARY 7th.
Lodge 12 , Fortitude and Old Cumberland , Ship et Turtle.

„ 25, Robert Burns , F.AI.H.
., 72 , Royal Jubilee , Anderton's Hot., Fleet-st .
,, 144, St. Luke's, AI.H., Basinghall-st.
„ 188 , Joppa , Albion Tav., Aldersgate-st.
„ 1319., Asaph , F.M.H.
„ 1669, Royal Leopold , S.AI.H.

Chap. 28, Old King's Arms, F.M.H.
Alark Lodge, 1 39, Panmure, Balham Hot., Balham.

LODGES OF IN S T R U C T I O N .
Prince Leopold , Lord Stanley Tav., Kingsland.
Strong Man , Old Rodney 's Head , Old-st., E.
Sincerity, Railway Tav., Fenchurch-st. Station.
Camden, Stanhope Arms, Up. James-st., Camden Town.
Tredegar , Royal Hot., Mile-end-road.
St. James's Union , Union Tav., Air-st.
Wellington, White Swan, Deptford.
Perfect Ashlar, Victoria Tav., Lowcr-rd., Rotherhithe.
Upper Norwood , White Hart Hot., Church-rd.
Alarquis of Ripon , Pembury Tav., Amherst-rd., Hackney.
Loughborough , Wa rrior Hit., Brixton.
West Smithfield , New Alarket Hot., West Smithfield.
Leopol d, Wool pack Tavern , Bermondscy-st.
St. George's, Globe Tav., Greenwich.
London Masonic Club, at 101, Queen Victoria-st. E.G.,

2nd and 4th Alonday every month , at 6 o'clock.
TUESDAY , JANUARY 8.

Lod ge 46, Old Union , Westminste r Palace Hot.
,, 166, Union , Westminster Palace Hot.
„ 180, St. James's Union , F.M.H.
„ 19 8, Percy, Ship and Turtle, Leadenhall-st.
,, 211 , St. Michael , Albion Tav., Aldersgate- st.
„ 548, Wellington , White Swan Tav., Deptford.
,> 9 '7> Cosmopolitan , Cannon-st. Hot.
„ 93}, Doric , Anderton 's Hot., Fleet-st.

16(34 , Wanderers ', F.M.H.
,, 1614, Covent Garden , Ashley 's Hot., Covent-Gdn.
,, I'M ?, Canterbury, 33, Golden-sq.

LODGES OF I N S T R U C T I O N .
Metropolitan , 269, Pentonville-rd .
Yarborough , Green Dragon , Stepney.
Domatic, Surrey M.H., Camberwell New-road.
Faith , 2, Westminster Chambers , Victoria-st.
Prince Fredk. Wm., Lord's Hot., St. John's Wood.
Dalhousie, King Edward , Triangle, Hackney.
Prosperity, Hercules Tav., Leadenhall-st.
Florence Nightingale, F.AI.H., William-st., Woolwich.
Constitutional , Bedford Hot., Southampton Bd gs., at 7.
Israel , Rising Sun Tav., Globe Road.
Royal Arthur , Prince's Head , York-road , Battersea .
Beacontree, Red Lion , Leytonstone.
Excelsior , Commercial Dock Tav., Rotherhithe.
St. John of Wapp ing, Gun Hot., Hi gh-st., Wapping.
Islington , 23, Gresham-st.
Metropolitan Chapter, Jamaica Coffee Ho., Cornhiil.
Mount Edgcumbe, 19, Jermyn-st., St. James's.

WEDNESDAY , JANUARY 9.
Com. R.AI. B.L , at 3.
Lodge 11 , Enoch , F.M.H.

,, 1 3, Union Waterloo , AI.H., Woolwich.
15, Kent , F.M.H .

J, 87, Vitruvian , White Hart, College-st., Lambeth.
,, 147, Justice , White Swan, Hi gh-st., Deptford.
,, 238, Pil grim , 101, Queen Victoria-st.
„ 74Q, Belgrave, Anderton 's Hot., Fleet-st.
,, 781, Merchant Navy, Silver Tav., Limehouse.
,. 1 30(1, St John of Wapp ing, Gun Tav., Wapping.

Chap. 837, St. Alark's, S.M.H.
,, 1260 , Hervey, F.AI.H.
,, 1 30 T , St. Marylebone , Brit. Stores, St. Joh n's Wood.

Encamp. 129, Hol y Palestine, 33, Golden-sq.
LODGES OF I N S T R U C T I O N .

Confidence , Railway Tav., Railway-place, Fenchurch-st.
Alt. Lebanon , Windsor Castle Tav., Southwark-bdg.-rd.
Pythagorean , Portland Hotel , London-street , Greenwich.
New Concord , Rosemary Branch Tav., Hoxton.
La Tolerance, Horse antl Groom , Winsley-st., Oxford-st.
Peckham , Alaismore Arms, Park-road, Peckham.
Stanhope , Thicket Hot., Anerley.
Finsbury Park, Finsbury Park Tav., Seven Sisters'-rd.
S iuthwark, Southwark Park Tav., Southwark Park.
Duke of Connaught, Havelock Tav., Dalston , E.
United Strength , Grafton Arms, Kentish-town.
Whittington, Black Bull Tav., Holborn , at 8.
Lewis, King's Arms Hot., Wood Green.
Royal Jubilee , 81, Long Acre.
Langthorne, Swan Hot., Stratford.

METROPOLITAN MASONIC MEETINGS
For the Week ending Friday , January, n , 1878.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 10.
Lodge 19, Royal Athelstan, Holborn Viaduct Hot.

„ gr , Regularity, F.M.H.
„ 206, Friendshi p, Ship and Turtle, Leaelenh all-st.
„ 263, Bank of Eng land , Albion Tav., Alders gate-st.
„ 534, Polish National , F.AI:H.
,, 657, Canonbury, Albion Tav., Aldersgate- st.
,, 860, Dalhousie , Anderton 's Hot., Fleet-st.
„ 879, Southwark , Park Tav., Southwark Park.
„ 1076 , Capper , Alarine Hot., Victoria Docks.
,, 1288, Finsbury-park , Finsbury-p k. Ta/., Holloway.
„ 1321 , Emblematic, Tulse Hill Hot., Tulse Hill.
„ 1425, Hyde Park , 1, Craveii-rd., W.
„ 1457, Bagshaw, Bald-Faced Stag, Buckhurs t Hill.
„ 147 1, Islington , Cock Tav., Highbury.
,, 15.58, Duke of Connaught , Surrey AI.H.
» i593i Royal Naval College, Shi p Hot., Greenwich.
,, 1399, Skelmersdale, Alasons' Hall Masons' Avenue.
,, 1642, Earl of Carnarvon , Ladbro.ikHa. Notting HI.

Chap. 73, Alount Lebanon , Brid ge House Hot.
,, 140, St. George's Globe Hot., Greenwich.
,, 619, Beadon , Horns Tav., Kennington.
„ 813, New Concord , Rosemary Branch Tav.,Hoxton .

Rose Croix Chap. St. George, 33, Golden-sq.
LODGES OF INSTRUCTION.

Union Waterloo , Chatham Arms, Thomas-st., Woolwich.
Egyptian, Hercules Tav., Lcaelenhall-st.
Fidelity, Yorkshire Grey, London-st., W.
Fir.sbury, Jolly Anglers' Tav., Bath-st., City-road.
I'emperance in the East, Catherine-st., Poplar.
Ebury, 12, Ponsonby-st., Alilbank.
Highgate, Bull and Gate, Kentish-town.
The Great City, AI.H., Alasons' Avenue.
High Cross, Coach & Horses, Hi gh-road,Tottenham .
Salisbury, Union Tav., Air-st., Regent-st.
Southern Star, Crown Hot., B!ackfriars-ni.
Great Northern, Berwick Arms, Berners-st., Oxford-st.
Prince Frederick William Chapter, St. John 's Wood.

FRIDAY , JANUARY 11.
Lodge 134, Caledonian , Shi p and Turtle, Leadenhall-st.

„ 157, Bedforel , F.AI.H.
,. 177, Domatic, Anderton's Hot., Fleet-st.
„ 1201 , Eclectic, F.AI.H.
„ 1420 , Earl Spencer , Northcote Hot., Wandsworth.

Encampt. D., Afount Calvary. F.M. Tav.
LODGES OF IN S T R U C T I O N.

Robert Burns, Union Tav., Air-st., Regent-st.
Belgrave, Constitution , Bcdford-st., Covent Garden. »
Unions Emulation (for M.M.'s), F.M.H.
Temperance, Victoria Tav., Victoria-road, Deptford.
Clapton , White Hart, Clapton.
Metropolitan , Portugal Hot., Fleet-st, at 7.
St. Alarylebone, British Stores Tav., St. John 's Wood.
Westbourne, Lord's Hotel , St. John 's Wood.
United Pilgrims, Surrey AI.H., Camberwell New-road.
St. James's, New Tanners'Arms, Grange-rd., Bermondsey.
Duke of Edinburgh , Silver Lion , Penny-fields, Poplar.
Doric, Earl Grey Tav., Milc-end-road.
Burgoyne, Grafton Arms, Prince of Wales's-road , N.W.
St. Luke's, White Hart , King's-rd., Chelsea.
Chigwell, Prince's Hall, Buckhurst-hill.
Burdett Coutts, Approach Tav., Victoria I'ark.
Royal Standard , The Castle, Holloway-rd.
Ranelagh , Bell and Anchor, Hammersmith-rd.
William Preston , Feathers Tav.,Up.George-st.,Ed gware-rd .
Hervey, 99, Fleet-street , at 8.
Earl of Carnarvon, Alitre Ho,, Goulbome-rd., Notting-hill.
Pythagorean Chapter, Portland Ho., London-st., Greenwich .
Sir Hugh Myddelton , 25, King Edward-st., Livcrpool-rd.,N.

MASONIC MEETINGS IN WEST LANCASHIRE AND
CHESHIRE.

For the Week ending Saturday , January 12 , 1878.

AIONDAY, JANUARY 7.
Lodge 113, Unanimity, Bull Hot., Preston.

,, 1045, Stamford , T.H.. Altrincham.
,, 1051 , Rowley, AI.H., Lancaster.
,, 12641 Neptune, AI.H., Liverpool.
„ 13S0, Skelmersdale , Queen's Hot., Waterloo.

Everton L. of I., AI.H., Liverpool .
TUESDAY , JANUARY , 8.

Lodge 24 1, Alerchants, M.H., Liverpool.
„ 1250 , Gilbert Greenall , AI.R., Warrington.
» 17 1 31 Wilbraham , Walton Institute , Walton.

Stanley L. of I., 214, Great Homcr-st., Liverpool.
Prince Arthur L. of 1., 80, N. Hill-st., Liverpool .
Red Cross Conclave, M.H., Liverpool.

WEDNESDAY , JANUARY , 9.
Lodge 281, Fortitude, The Athenamm, Lancaster.

,, 1094, Temple, AI.H., Liverpool.
,, 1,336, De Grey and Ri pon , M.R., N. Hill-st., L'pool.

Chap. 1345, Victoria , Cross Keys, Eccles.
Neptune L. of I., AI.H., Liverpool.

THURSDAY, JANUARY , 10.
Lodge 216, Harmonic, Adelphi Hot., Liverpool.

,, 333, Royal Preston , Royal Hot., Preston.
11 477» Mersey, AI.R., Birkenhead.
„ 786, Croxtcth United Service, AI.H., Liverpool .
„ 1035, Prince tlf Wales, M.H., Kirkdale.
,, 1183, Duke of Edinburg h , AI.H., tiverjiool.
„ 1213, Bridgewater , Cross Keys, Eccles.

Chap. 220, Harmony, Garston.
Alariners L. of I., AI.H., Liverpool.

FRIDAY, JANUARY n.
Lodge 1280, Rock, Bedford House, Rock Ferry.

For Alasonic Meetings throughout Scotland see Scottish
Freemason , which can be obtained at the Office of this
journal , 198, Fleet-street. London.


