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REPORTS OF MASONIC MEETINGS.

@raft nsonry,
ROYALOAK LODGE &o. 871).—Anemergency

meeting of this lodge was held on Friday, 215t ult, at
White Swan Hotel, High-street, Deptford. There were
present Bro. ]. J. Pakes, W.AL; G, T, Limn, S.W.; R.
Harman, J.W,; I, Walters, P.P.G.D. Middx,, P.M,, Scc.;
G. Harvey, S.D.; J. G. Vohmann, J.D.; W, A. R, Harris,
1.G.; G. Andrews, P.M., D.C.; and several others, The
W.M,, Bro. J. J. Pakes, in his able maaner initiated
Messrs, George Hill and [, Swanley into Freemasonry,
passed Bro. Weston to the S:zcoud Degree, all the work
being well done.  On motion duly made, seconded, and
unanimously resolved, “That a letter of condolence be sent
to Mr. William Myatt, the father of Bro. W, Myatt, P.M,,
who had died since the last mecting of the lodge.” The
lodge was closed, and adjourned to Thursday, the
24th January,—to mect at five o’clock,  There was no
banquet.  The father of the lodge, Bro, F. Walters,
P.P.G.D. Middx., P.M., Sec,, wished the members a merry
Chiistmas and a happy New Year, which was re-cchoed by
all present.

CHAUCER LODGE (No. 1340).—The regular
meeting of this well-established lodge was held on Wed.
nesday, 26th ult,, at the Bridge House Hotel, High.street,
Borough, Southwark. Bro. . 8. Stidolph, W, M., presided.
Punctually at 4 o’clock p.m. he opened the lodge.  He
was supported by Bros. F. Walters, P.P.G.D. Middlesex,
PAL and Secretary; T. J. Hooper Wilkins, PAL; H,
Faija, S.D., and others.  The work, done in an admirable
manner, was the initiation of Mr. C. [. L. Sandilands and
passing Bro, Hall to the Second Degree.  Some business
was deferred until the next regular meeting,  There was
only onevisitor present. The W.NL, Bro. E. S, Stidolph, in
his usual genial manner presided at the festive board. The
brethren after a few hours of enjoyment separated, wish-
ing each other a happy New Year and many of them,

FALMOUTH.—Love and Honcur Lodge
(No. 75).—The brethren of the premier lodge of the Pro-
vince of Cornwall, celebrated the festival of St. John on
Thursday, the 27th ult. The members of the Craft as-
sembled at the Masonic Rooms, Royal Hotel, at three
o'clock in the afternoon, whenthe W.M. Elect, Bro. Harry
Tilly, was duly installed as W. Master, The ceremony
was ably performed by W, B-a. W, F, Newman, P.M,,
PP.5.G.D.  Alter the installation, the W, M. appointed
and installed the following brethren as his officers for the
ensuiny year: W. Bro. A. B, Hauris, LM, 5 Bros. W. L,
Fox, S.W.; Joscph Wallace, J.W.; W, Bro. W. F. New-
man, P.M,, P.P.S.G.D., Treasurer; Bros. R. N. Rogers,
Secretary ; W, D. Rogers, 8.D.; Edward May, J.D.; E,
C. Carne, jun., D.C.; F. D. Broad, Org.; W. Bro. W, H,
Dunstan, P.M,, DP.PGSW.; 1.G.; Bro. Samuel
Collins, 8.8.; W. Bro, T. Webber, .M., P.G.J.D,, }.S.;
‘W. Rusden, P.P.T., Tyler; W. Bro. T, C. Polglase, P.M.,
P.M.R,, D.C., Steward, C. M, A. and B. Fand. The
brethren afterwards dined together, and a most pleasant
evening was spent.

MIDDLETON.— Imperial George Lodge
(No, ;8).—The installation mecting of this lodge took
place on Thursday, December 27th, at the Assheton Arms
Hotel.  The lodge was opened at z.45 by the retiting
W.M. (Bro.G. Bradbury), supported by the following offi-
cers :—Bros. W. Percival, 8. W., W.M. clect ; ¥, Fothergill,
J.W; H. Heywood, P.M., Treas.; J. Hatlon, Sec. 3 J. Kent,
Tyler. There was a large attendance of members of the
lodge and visitors. "The minutes of the last regular meet-
ing were read by the Secretary and received confirmation,
The lodge was then opened in the Second Degree, and the
W.M. clect (Bro. W. Percival) was then presented by Bro,
Heywood for the benefit of installation,  After the usual
charges had been read by the Secretary, the lodge was
opened in the Third Degree, when all the brethiren below
the rank of Installed Master withdrew, A board of In-
stalled Masters was then opened, and Bro. J. Wood, Prov.
G.A.D.C., assisted by Bros. G, Bradbury and H, Heywood,

placed Bro, W. Percival in the chair of K.5. On the re-
admission of the brethren, the working tools in the several
degrees were presented, and the newly-installed W.M. was
saluted in ancient form. The W.M. appointed the follow-
ing brethren as his officers for the ensuing year, and they
were duly invested by Bros. J. Wood and H. Heywood :—
F. Fothergill, $.W.; John Hatton, JW.; G !Sradbury
I.P.M.; H. Heywood, P.M., Treasurer; S. Hewitt, Sec.;
J. Milthouse, S.D.; P. Lawton, J.D.; T. H. Yoxall: 1.G.;
J. Wood, P.M,, D.C., P.G.A.D.C. ‘“ Hearty good wishes”
were accorded by Prov. Grand Lodge of Cheshire, and from

Lodges 44, 325 1357, 1218, 163, 1077, 1086,
1387, 1034, 219, 121Q. The lodge was then
calted from labour to refreshment, when the

brethren adjourned to the banquet table and under the
presidency of the W.M, partook of a sumptuous dinner,
which was served by Mis, Harrison in her usual excellent
style. 'The first toast on the list, which was that of *“ The
Queen,” was proposed by the W.M., Bro. Percival, who
said that he need say little in commending that toast tothe
brethren.  Masons were of all men the most loyal, and
he called upon the brethren to respond heartily to the toast,
The toast was enthusiastically received, * H.R.H. the
Prince of Wales” was then proposed by the WAL, and
“The Princess of Wales and the rest of the Royal Family,”
by Bro. Bradbury, I.P.M., and both received hearty and
cordial recognition, Bro. H. Heywood in proposing * The
Right Hon. the Earl of Carnarvon, Pro  G.M.,” paid a
well des€rved tribute of praise to his lordship for the assiduity
and zeal with which he attended to his Masonic duties,
Bro. Wood proposed “Lord Skelmersdale and the rest of
the Grand Officers.”  His lordship was extremely popular
in Lancashire, for he fulfilled his duties with energy and
zeal. The next toast, * Lieut, Le Gendre]N, Starkie,” was
proposed by Bro. Heywood, who spoke in high terms of
his genial manners, his urbanity and the wonderful
influence he exercised on all matters relating to the Craft.
He was a thorough worker, he had the interests of
Masonry at heart, and he was well respected by the
Masons of E. Lancashire, Bro. Dyson proposed ¢ G.
Mellor, Esq., and therest of the Provincial Grand Ofticers,”
and said he was sure the brethren would drink the toast
with great heartiness, All were aware of the admirable
manner in which he performed his duties in spite of
his infirm state of health. He was well known
to the brethren and highly respected by them. Bro.
Bradbury, in proposing the toast of * The W.M," said it
afforded him very great pleasure to do so. He could
assure the W.M, of the hearty support which he would
receive from the brethren. The exalted position he oc-
cupied was not a bed of roses. It was a pleasant thing
to be the W.M, of a lodge such as theirs, but it had its
labours and anxieties. He especially urged upon the
newly invested officers to qualify themselves thoroughly
for the parts they filled. ‘They would then be able to
render to their W.M., that hearty support which he was
entitled to receive at their hands, and would materially
lessen his labour and anxiety. The toast was received
with great enthusiasm. Bro. Percival, W.M,, in respond-
ing expressed his deep sense of the honour they had done
him in drinking his health in such a cordial and unani-
mous manner. He alsothanked them for the honour

they had done him in placing him in that chair.
No. 48 had now been in existence a cen-
tury and a quarter andhe felt it to be a

great distinction to have been elected by the brethren to
preside over the deliberations of the lodge. It would be
his endeavour to perform the dutics of his office during
the ensuing year in such a maaner as to equal his pre-
decessors, and in conclusion he wished the brethren might
each and all enjoy “a happy new year.! The W.M,
then proposed the toast of “ The LP.M., Bro. Bradbury,
and said he could assure him that he had left many
pleasing memories behind him. He had now the respect
and esteem of the brethren, and he was empowered on
their behalf to ask his’acceptance of a Past Master’s jewel.
He might observe that cvery brother had sub-
scribed towards the purchase of that jewel, and it would
remind him of the good will and kindly fecling which was
felt towards bim by every member of the Impcrial George
Lodge. He trusted he might long continue to
wear it in the lodge, and that it would be handed down to
his posterity. Bro. Bradbury in responding said, for the
very kind and flattering manner in which his health had
been proposed and received by the brethren he sincerely
thanked them. He felt that he scarcely deserved all the
kind expressions which the W.M, had said about him,
The W.M. had spoken of his valuable services; he could
only say he had done the best in his power, but without
the cordial support of his officers his year of office would
have been a failure, With respect to the handsome jewel
which the W.M. had just presented him with, he thanked
them sincerely for the good feeling towards him which it
exhibited, It would be prized by his posterity when he
was no more, but he trusted the Great Architect of the
Universe would spare his life so that he might spend
many more happy evenings with them in the lodge. Bro.
Wood proposed ‘ The Masonic Charities,” and testified to
the good which had been done by them in the past. He
drew attention to the East Lancashire charities, the funds
of which were increasing. The remaining toasts were
“ The Visiting Bretbren,” responded to by Bro. Schofield,
“The Newly-invested Officers,” rcsponded to by Bro.
Fothergill, and the Tyler's toast, which concluded the busi-
ness of the cvening, During the evening Bros. Green-
wood, Lister, and W, H. Dumville enlivened the proceed-
ings with appropriate songs and glees, which were much
enjoyed. The visitors’ list included the names of Bros.
Simpson, P.P.G.D., Cheshire; J. Southworth, 10343 R.
Davies, 1387; J. H. Greenwood, 163; W, T. Schofield,
219 and 1219; 'T. Nowell, 163; R. Abraham, 1086; H.
Clausen, 1077; W, Yates, 678; J. M. Percival, 1219; G
H. Needle, 1458,

~

BRIDGWATER. — Perpetual Friendship
Lodge (No. 135).—On Thursday afternoon, the 27th
ult.,, the annual meeting of the brcthren of the above
lodge was held at the Royal Clarence Hotel.  Bro, John
C. Small, late J.W., was daly installed W.M. for the en-
sulng year, the ceremony being performed by Bro. R. C.
Else, the D.P.G.M.  The customary banquet afterwards
took place, and was largely attended.

LANCASTER.—Lodge of Fortitude (No. 281).
—On the afternoon of the 20th wult., the celebration of the
Festival of St. John the Evangelist, and the installation of
the Worshipful Master of the above lodge, took place in
the Masonic Rooms, Athenzum, St. Leonardgate, in
the presence of a large number of the Craft, Bro. Jeremiah
Jowett was duly installed as Master by Bro. De, Moore,
P.G.S.B. of E., Installing Officer, who went through the
ceremony ina very effective and impressive manner. The
following brethren were appointed and invested as officers
of the lodge for the ensuing year, viz: Bro. R. Taylor,
I.P.M.; E. Cardwell, S.W.; W. Warbrick, J.W.; James
Hatch, Treas ; John Hatch, Sec.; J. J. Croskell, £.D.;
John Atkinson, J.D.; J. R. B. Pilkington, 1.G.; Gregson
and Johnson, Stewards; and A. K. Allinson, Tyler, The
brethren afterwards adjsurned to the King's Arms Hotel,
where the banquet was provided, and the style in which
the viands were placed on the table reflects the greatest
credit on the management of that old and well-known
establishment.  Bro. Jowett presided, being supported
right and left by Past Masters W. Hall, T. Atkinson,
Fenton, R. Taylor, James Hatch, John Hatch, Kelland,
King, Simpson, C. Hartley, Heald, Acton, T. Jackson, J.
Taylor, and others.  On the removal of the cloth, the
usual loyal, patriotic, and Masonic toasts were propose
and ably responded to, The harmony of the evening was
much enjoyed, and very ably contributed to by Bros. Bond,
Aldous, Joseph Barrow, Bayley, and Sumner, the former
of whom sung, for the first time, an original-song of his
own composition, entitled * Old England is mine for ever.”
The menu card used at the banquet was Lake’s Miniature
Mason Apron Menu Card, which was greatly admired by
the brethren, not only as a novelty, and for the neatness
and finish of style, but also for its appropriateness at a
banquet of this description.

WIGTON.—Two St.John's IL.odge (No. 32%).
—The installation festival of this old lodge was held on
Thursday, the 27th ult. There is always a pleasure in
visiting the Wigton Lodge, from its many happy associ-
tions. Founded in 1809, its original number was 619,
which is engraved on a curious ram’s horn snuff mull;
and the next numecrical designation was 406, which is
borne on the banner of the lodge, now positively in rags
and tatters, as we saw it waving in the breeze from the
windows of the Lion and Lamb Hotel. The late Right Hon,
Sir James Graham, M.P,, was initiated here, and subse-
quently was Provincial Grand Master of Cumberland and
Westmorland, whilst the great statesman signalised his
admission to light in the lodge under notice by presenting
it with a sct of firing glasses, which are used to this day.
Admiral Graham, Sir James Graham’s brother, was like-
wise initiated in the Wigton Lodge, as also was the late
Bro. Stephen Blair, Prov. Grand Master of East Lanca-
shire. Then there is a curious circumstance connected
with the name of St. John's Lodge, as the original title
is * Three Saint John's,” from the coincidence of the three
leading charter members rejoicing in the Christian name of
John, But to proceed with the business of Thursday, the
24th ult. The lodge was summaoned for twelve o’clock, but
it was quite onc before the door was tyled. There were
present  the following members:—Bros. W. H.
Hoodless, P.M., in the chair, through the un-
avoidable absence of Bro. Joseph Lazonby, W.M.;
Police Supt., John Robinson, S.W.,, and W.M. elect; W.
J. Carrick, J.W.; H. Bewes, P.M., Treas. ; Jos. Johnston,
See.; Dr. H. C, Pritchard, L.G. ; Thos. Richardson, P.M.
and P.Z., Tyler, P.P.G.A.D.C. ; [. Lemon, P.M. and P.Z,,
P.G. Treas.; fohn Gate, P.M., P.P.G. Reg.; Jos, Pearson,
P.M.; T. M'Mechan, P.M.; Jos. Bowman, P.M.; John
Harris and J. M‘Adams.  The visiting brethren were
Bros. W. B. Gibson, P.M. 119, P.G. Scc., and Installing
Master of the day; G. W, Kenworthy, P.M. 119,
P.P.G.J.W,; Geo. Kirkwood, S.W. ¢62; D, Reece, 1.G,
9623 W. H. Lewthwaite, P.M, 1002, P.G. Organist;
W. F. Lamonby (Freemason); Jas.{ Black, W.M, elect
1002; John Halloway, 1002. The lodge having been
opened in form, Bro. Gibson subsequently took the presid-
ing officer’s position, and performed the ceremony with his
accustomed impressiveness, Bro. Robinson, the new W.M,,
afterwards appointed his officers, and they were invested as
follows :—Bros. J. Lazonby, LP.M.; W, J, Carrick, S.W,
and Sec. ; Jos. Johnston, J.W.; H. Bewes, P.M,, Treas.;
John Harris, S.D.; Dr. Pritchard, J.D.; J. M‘Adams,
1.G.; T. Richardson, P.M., Tyler. = The addresses to the
officers were delivered by Bro, Kenworthy, and Bro. Lewth-
waite presided at the organ.  After the lodge had been
closed, the brethren sat down to an excellent banquet, Bro.
J. Robinson, W, M., presided, faced by Bro, W. J. Carrick,
S.W. The cloth being drawn, the Chairman gave in suc-
cession the toasts of * The Queens" “The Princess of
Wales, and the rest of the Royal Family ;" “ H.R.H, the
M.W. Grand Master ;" “The M.W. the Pro Grand Mas-
ter, the R.W, the Deputy Grand Master, and the rest of
the Grand Officers.”!  Bro. Lemon next proposed ** ‘The
Health of the Earl of Bective, M.P., R.W. Provincial
Grand Master of Cumberland and Westmorland, which
was received with the usual warmth,  He (Bro. Lemon)
said he had the honour to give the health of a nobleman
who ruled over the destinies of the Province of Cumberland
and Westmorland with so much signal success. They
could not be but struck at the rapid strides made by
Masonry during the last few years in the two countries,
more especially during the ten years Lord Bective had
presided over them. Their Prov. Grand Master lived
under a concatenation of circumstances by which he
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could not only boast of being the head of large and in-
creasing numbers, but good men, also (Applause.) It wasa
good sign when they could find men of rank and opulence
who wae willing to enrol themselves amongst the
Masons, not to beisetit themselves, but to benefic others.
He thought they were therefore deeply indebted to noble-
men Jike Lord Bective for coming amongst them, and
thus  exemplifving  the Grand principles, ¢ Fear God,
Honour the Queen, Love the Brotherheod.” Bro.
Hoodless next gave “The ROW, Deputy Prov.Grand Master,
Colondl Whitwell, M.P,, and the rest of the Prov. Grand
Officers, Past and Present  which he coupled with the
names of Bros. Gibson, Kenwoithy, Lemon, Lamonby,
Lewthwaite, G. Gate, and Richardson, all of whom re-
pliecd.  Bro. Lazonby then proposed the Chairman's
health in very complimentary terms, and Bro. Robinson
in response proposed the L.P.M., who likewise returned
thanks. "The Chairman gave “ The Installing Masters,”
Bro. Gibson and Kenwerthy, who acknowledged the com-
pliment. * The Visiting Brethren,” from Bro. Lenton, elicited
replies from Bros. Black, Kirkwood and Reece. Bro, Kenny-
worthy proposcd “The Newiy nominated Officers,” all of
whom returned thanks. Bro. Gibson proposed *‘the Masonic
Charities,” and in deing so said that theic institutions were
a great means of proclaiming to the world a portion of
the good Freemasouos do.  Nothing could come up to their
schools, two which were petfection in an educational
sense, Then again, a Wigton brother now wasreapiag the
benefits of the Benevolent Inditation in his old days;
and some days since, he (Bro. Gibson) had a letter from
Bro. Tarry, intimating that the papsrs of the widow of
a Whitchaven brother, were correct, and her petition would
be placed before the committee at their next mecting,
The husbind of the old ludy mentioned was made a
Mason in Lodge 119, Whitehaven, twenty-five years ago,
and he proveda very zealous Mason, was beld in bigh
esteem by the brethren of his lodge, and for a few ycars
served as Tylr of 119.  His widow now kept the rooms
of the Masonic Hall, and it was hoped she would be suc-
cessful in her candidature for the annuity of the Bznevo-
fent Institution. The Prov. Grand Lodge decided to
support her at the forthcoming clection, and he (Bro.
Gibson) hopad  every lodge would also support her.
(Hear, hear.) They would require to sccure her about
8oo votes, and the total in the province was akout 140, so
that a mast steenuous dffort would be required, He strongly
urged on every lodge in the province to follow the ex-
ample of Sun aad Sector Lodge, Workington, the mem-
bers of which had adopted a sysiemy, which consisted in
subscribing  2s. cach pzr month, and so scon as enough
money was raised a ballot was taken, and the winning
number constituted a life-vote for whatever institution the
member who drew it chose to cleet. By this means they
were steadily securing a number of votes, and such
system, if carrivd out, would redound to the credit of any
lodge. He added that Bective Lodge, 1532, Carlisle, was
organising the system. He concluded by saying that
Cumberland and Westmorland had  had a good share of
the benefits arising from  the chaiitics, more than be
thought they were justly entitled to.  Bro, Reece, of Lodge
902, explained that they had already about 17 votes from
the systene alluded to, and he added that some members
were giving votes to their wives and cldest sons,  Bro.
Carrick, on bebalf of Lodge 327, intimated his willing-
ness to set the scheme floating in bis own lodge, and

would commence with  himsclf,  The Tyler's toast,
brought a vy enjoyable afternoon to a  close
about seven  o'clock, Bro. Lewthwaite  presided

at the pianoforte, and songs were contributed by Bros,
Carrick, Kirkwood, Lamonby and Black.

BODMIN.—One and All Lodge (No. 330).—
The annual meeting of this lodge was held on Thursday,
the 27th ult, at the Masonic Hall, Bodmin, when the
W.M. clect, W, Bro. W, Rowe, was installed by the retir-
ing WAL, W, Bro. T. Hawken, P.G. Steward, in a very
able manncr, supported by the following Board of LM.'s:—
W. Bros. I, J. Hext, PP.GS.W,; Capt. Colvill,
PGS W, and Treasurer; J. Craung, P.G. Steward ; J.
Dennis, P.P.G, Steward ; A, C. Sandoe, and F, Parkyn,
850, Lostwithiel. At the close of the installation the W.M,
invested the following brethren as his officers for the
ensuing year: Bros. Hawken, LPAL; R, Adams,
S.W.; }. G, Viuncent, J.W. 3 W, Colvil}, Treasurer; W, 1,
Angwin, Sicerctary 5 Jones, S.D.; Treverton, J.D.;T. H.
Spear, 1.G.5 B. G. Derry, D.C. ;5 H. Jacobs, Org. ; Gatty,
S. Stwd.; J. F. Pagen, J. Stwd.; and Carroll, Tyler. W,
Bre. Crang, P.M., was elected Steward of the CALA. and
B. Fund. At 3 o'clock the brethren repaired to Bro.

Sandoc's, where they partook of the usual banquet.  The
following brcthren  from  neighbouring  lodges  were

present —Bros. W, I, Parkyn, W.M. 8365 W, P, Smith,
W.M. clect 856; Martyn, 8.W, 1529; Cox, S.D. 15293
Pearce, 13295 and Wallace, of No. 1, Cork.  Alter
the banquet the usnalloyal and Masonic toasts were given,
and heartily responded to, and a very pleasant cvening was
passed.

MARYPORT.—Lodge of Perseverance (No.
371).—On Friday 28th ult. the brethren of Lodge of Perse-
verance, 371, in conmection with Whitwell Lodge, 151,
Mark Masters, held at the same  place, eclebrated the
Feast of Saint | ho by a sciree musical-and dansunte, to
which wore invited their  wives, davghters, sistrs, and
sweethearts, ‘Phe fostivies were held in the spacious and
well appointed Maconie Hall, which, in addition to its
conventional  decorations,  was handsomely  embellished
with evergreens, flags, &c¢, The attendance was very
numerovs, and the biillianey of Masonic paraphernndia,
was  closely  rivalled by the  bandseme  costumes
of the ladies. The entertainments opened at half-
past six o'clock with a bountiful and well-served tea,
which bding cleared away, dancing commenced, whilst at
iutervals songs and duets were contributed by several of

the brethren, and one or two ladics. Dancing
however, is not to everyone’s taste, and those
unbappy individuals  had  ample  opportunity  to

while away the evening in the scductive influence of the
“ Imparial game of Napoleon  In {icty the whole affaic
was quite a happy family party, worthy of the lesiive
srasou, and the members of the two lodges at Marypoit
are tobe congratulatid and complimented on the  suceess
of so enjoyable aniunosvation, in which thoss * near and
dear tothem,” can participate the proceedings wound up at
about four am. with Sir Roger de Covertey,” This is only
the second occasion of the festival, and we trust that next
season it will be imitated by ether lodges in the province
of Cumberland and Westmaorland, To attempt an  ¢nnu-
meration of those present would be buth laborious and in-
vidious, as amongst the couple of hundred or so ladies and
gentlemen present, not a few might be overlooked, suf-
fice it to mention, that Bro. J. Smith, Organist of both
lodges, and P.P.G. Orp., had charge of the musical
arrangements  whilst Bro. W. Armstrong, P.M.
P.P.G.D.C., was M.C.

HAYLE. — Cornubian Lodge (No. 450).—The
annual festival of St. John the Evangelist was celebrated
by the brethren of Cornubian Laodge 430, tlayle, on
Thursday the a7th ult. "Thelodge was opened aboat
noon by Bro. Gilbert B. Pearce, the W.M., who proceeded
to instal the W.M. cket for the cusuing year, Bre.
William Husband. In this ceeemony he was assisted by
Bro. N. J. West, PAL and PLP.GR,, and supported Ly
Bros. Joyce, W.AML 3185 T, B, Williums, WL 12723
and a lerge number of the brethren of the lodge. The
sewly-installed WAL apacinted as bis ofiicers for the
ensuing yoar Bros. Gilbuart B, Pearce, LR MO H
Trevithick, 8.W, 5 B.Spray, W0y Rev. George Kennedy,
Chaplain 3 Frank R, Harvey, FPreasurar; John P Smith,
P.M., Sceretary; No J. West, ML Director of Coremondes
T. Mills, $.D.; J. Palglase, jun, j.D.; L. L. Ross,
Organist ; W. J. Jordan, L.G.; Bros. Bawden and Vivian,
Stewards 3 and  Bray, Tyler. The brethren  then re-
paired to the White Hart Hotel, were an exezl'ent banqguet
was provided by the hostess, Miss Olver. They were
jined by Bro. John ‘Thomas, WAL; Johm Fockiag,
PAL; and WL H. Tressider, 8.\W. 389, Redruth 5 W, L
Kinsman, WAL dect 3 Janes Lovell, jun., Seerctary No.
121, Penzance, and other visiting brethren, the total num-
ber present being 64, "The usual Joyaland Masonic toists
were ably given and cloquently responded to, the WU,
Bro. Thomas, 589, and Bro. Wililams, 1272, both making
very approprinte remarks on several suljrets that just
now are of prealiar interest to Freemasons, The later
referred to the suggestion made by Freemisons in fFrance
of their desire to expunge from their caremonials all re-
ference to the Deity, and contendad that to da this would
be to undermine the foundavion on which Freeminsonry
rests, A most pleasant evening was spent, and it will be
remembered as one of thelargest and most interesting of
the annual festivals of this most successful and floarish-
ing Lodge.—/Festern Daily Meveury,

WHITEHAVEN.—Lewis Lodge (No. 872).—
The St. John's festival of this ludge was held on Wednes-
day afternoon, the 26th ult,, in the Masonic all, Duke-
street, There was a Inrge atieedance of members, as well
as brethiren from other lodges, The WML, Bro. Cowman,
opened the lodge, there being also present the following
Past Masters, viz., Bras. W, Gill, Spitts], Atkinson, HHuad-
dleston, Kenwerthy, Gibson, Barr, and Sindwith, belong-
ing to Lodges 11g and 87z, Bros, Kenwaorthy, P.P.G, W,
and Gibson, P.G, Scec., were the Installing Masters, and
discharged the duties of their respective offices in an ad-
mirable manner,  Bro. Thomas Bell, having been duly
installed, appointe? his oflicars as follows Bros. K.
Hodgson, 8.W.; J. Fav, 1.W.; I, Spittal, Treasurers R.
Twentyman, Scerctary ; J. Winter, .00 ). Jackson, Dy
J. Cooper, Organisty A, Hadie, 1.G. 3 J. Salisbury, ‘Tyler;
V. P. Bawlins,and’t, Ellwood, Stewards. The lodge having
been closed in form, the brothren repaired to the banquet-
ing room, where an excellent syread awaited them,  The
chair was occupicd by the W.AL, Bro. Bell, supported right
and left by P.Ms of 872 and 119, The following was
the toast list :—*“The Queen and the Cralt,” by the Chair-
man ; “ The Prineess of Wales and the rest of the Royal
IFaumily,” by the Chairman; *“The MUW.G.M., the Prince
of Wales,” by the Chairman 3 “ The Pro G.AL, the Karl
of Carnarvon, the D.G.AL, Lord Skelmersdale, and the
rest of the Officers of Grand Lodge,’ proposed by Bro,
Atkinson ; “'The ROWLP.G.ML, DLP,, the Earl of Bective,”
proposed by Bro, Gibsan; ¢ The 1:.P.G. M., Bro. Whitwell,
MLD., and the rest of the Officars of P.GULY proposed by
Bro. Spittall, responded to by Bro. Gibson and others; ' The
Newly-Installed W.M. of Lewis Lodge, 872, Whitehaven,
Bro. Bell,” proposed by Bro. Cowman, responded to by Bro,
Bell; ¢ The W.AL and P.)Ms of Sun, Sjuare, and Com-
passes Lodge, 119, Bra, Paitson,” proposed by Bro. Hud-
dleston, responded to by Bro. Alsop and others; “The Re-
tiring Master of Lodge 872, Bro. Cowman,” proposed by
the Worshipful Master, responded to by Bro. Cowman
*“The Past Masters of Lewis Lodge,” proposed by Bro.
Alsop, responded to by Bros. Gill, Spittal, and others;
* The lusialling Masters, Bros. Kenworthy and Gitson,”
proposed by Bro. Atkinson, responded to by Bros. Ken-
worthy and Gibson ; *The Newly invested Offeors of 852,
proposed by Bro. Kenwoithy, responded to by Bros, Hodg-
son, Ray, end others 5 ¢ The Visiting Brathren,™ proposed
by Bro, Spittil, respondcd to by Bros. Barr, Sandwith,
Fletcher (Barrow), and Smallweod (Harrivgton) 5 4 The
Mascnic Charitics,” propozad by tro. Barry *¢ All Poor
and Distressed Masons.”” proposcd by the WA,

LISKEARD. — Saint Martin's Lodge,
(No. gio)—The anvual mecting of the St Martin's
Lodge ook pliace on ‘thursday 27th ult,, St. John'’s Day.
The lodge was opencd at 4 p.m,, and after the confirma-
tion of the minutes, the installation of the WM, elect,
Bro. ). Beaglchole, 8.W., was proceeded with, the ceremony
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being impressively performed by the LPAL, Bro. jobn F.
Childs, P.G. Reg.,; who was supported by the follow-
ing board of P.Ms :—R. Hooper. PAL; R. Contly, [P
R. A. Cowrtney, PAL, P.P.G.D.Co; T White, PO,
P.LGS of Woy LWL Chegwidden, PAL, POG.D.C. s
W, Polkinghorne, P.M. rizt PP.GSeL; Go Banes,
PAL 1164, PGPS Mitehddl, PAL Ggg, PPsGaud T
Pale, WAL 1645 aud J. Ruwling, WM. 10510 Aler
the installation the W.M, appoint.d and invested his offi cers
for the year, viz :—Bros. J. F. Childs, LR 5 W. Nutle,
SV, ). Harrds, LW, 5 the Reve WL Fadkes, Chaplain
T. White, Treasurer ; R. A, Courtney, Sce. 3 O, Coler,
S. D.; W. Sargent, J. D.; E.Veuning, Organist; W,
Flocken, D.C.5 J. U. Hil, LG.; T. E. Moon, and A,
Heathman, Stewards; R, Penwarden, Tyler, Bro. W, Nettle,
S.W., bring unanimously appointed Steward to the C.AML A,
Fund. ‘The accounts “of the Treasurer were passed, aad
the sum of £ro voted to the funds of the Royal Masenic
Benevolent Institution for the Widows of Freemasons.
During the year the lodge bad also made grauts of L10 10,
to thz Royal Masonic Institution for Gicls; £ 103 to
the Royal Masonic Institution for Boys; £2 2: to the
COMLA.L Fund 5 and Lz0 in reduction of the debt duae on
the buildine 3 the Saint Martin’s Chaptar alio subseribing
the sum of £10 tothe Royal Masonic Benevolent usilu-
tion for Aged Ireemasons, At 6 pan. the beethren ad-
journed to Webb’s Hotel, and st down o a snmprisus
repast, presided over by the WML On the'remosal of the
cloth the loyal and Masonic toasts were duly  given and
responded to, intarspersed with some capital songs nud
music, rendered by come of the brethren, which addad
considerably to theenjoyment of the evening.

BEDFORD.—Stuart Lodge (No. sg0)—"the
Christmas mcecting of this lodge was Licddd in the Ialge
rooms, at the Swan  Hotel, Budiord, on Wednesday, the
a0th ult, when there were present Bros. W, Lihys Wil.
liams, M.D., P.AGD.C,, WAL ; Capt. Colbuin, SOV,
Coombs, J.W.; Rev. C. Brercton, R.D,, Chap.; Frior, MLD.,
PAL, ‘Treas. 3 Ald. S:trgeant, DA, Seeo; Ald, Ball, 1P,
DML, Stewardy  Cookson, DAL, acting LPAL; Bidlion,
P, acting 8.D.; Thody, j.D.; Carter, LG.; and
Reyrolds, Tyler; whilst amongst the brethren precent
vere Bres. HL Young, Ailen, Jarvis, Ayres, R. Boughton-
Smith, aud others. A son of a formr meaber of the
lodge was proposed as a joining member, and a resident in
the neighbourhood for indtition,  There buing no farther
work, the brethien adjourncd from labour to refreshiment,
filten sitting down to an exeellent supper, A pleasant
cvening was spont, ealivened with the capital singing of
¥ros, S.rayeant, Cookson, Allen, Younyg, and Jaevis.

SLEAFORD.—St. Botolph’s Ledge (No.
588).—The installation meeting of this dittle ludge ook
place as usual on St. John'’s day, when the Rev. Dro. W,
Lynes, P.G.C. attended, and seted o Tn-tding Master,
The following are the officers appoiuted - Bros. R, Thorpe,
WAL W, Stringer, 8.W.; R Wildgoose, J.W.;
T. J. Tomlivson, .M., Seeretary; C. V., Jackson, 5D
G. Bellamy, J.D.; A WL Lambed, Organist; W, Hipkin,
LG.; and T, Chapman, 'Tyle.  Bros, Hildred, P.M. 272,
and J. T, Harmaton, Org. 409, were present as visitors.
The banquet took place at the Bristol Arms after the
lodge was closed, when the usual AMasonic Leasts were
given, and a plensant evening was speat gnder the prosi-
dency of the newly-instalied W.AL

LAUNCESTON. — Dunheved I.odge (No.
589).—The annual meeting of the above lodge was held
on Thursday, 27th ule, at the Masonic Halil, Laanee-ton,
The WM. cleet, W. Bro. Thomuus Pomery Treod, was in-
stalled by W. Bro. DL HL WL Bordock, ML and P.GBAW,,
supported by the following board of 1M.'s :— W, Bros.
Rev. G. Ross, PP.G.Coy Jo Hawking, P.GUJDG; C G,
Archer, P.P.G.S. 5 P F. Simceoe, PGy W, L Parson,
P,0,G.S 3 I. Couch, P, 78q. At the cloce of the in-
stallation the WM, invested the following brethien s his
officers for the ensuing year:—W. Broa G, Ross, LPAL;
C. Parsons. S.W. 3 E. Trood, J.W.5 Rovs W, S, Sloue-
Evans, P.LG.C., Chapluin g H. M. Havvey, Treasurery J.
Hawkins, Sceretary 3 Jo Kittow, 8.5 Wo Aadrew, [0
T. C. Langdon, LG, P. I, Simcse, Steward to Masonic
Charities 3 E. Wilcocks, 8.8,; B. Parsons, J.5.; J. Frl'er,
Tyler.  The Lusivess being concluded, the bretiren ad-
journed to thdir dining-hall, and putook of an exceijeat
banguet, provided by the custodian, Bro. §. Fidier. A very
pleasant evening was enjoyed by all.

COCKERMOUTH.~Skiddaw Lodge (No.
1002).—Aan emergency meeting of this Jodge was held on
Thursday evening, the 27th ult, there  buing present
Bros. R. Robinson, P and ‘Treasurer, in the chair;
Isanc Evening, S.W.; Dr. Dodgson, P.M. as LW.; T,
Bird, 8.D.; W. F. Lamonby, P.M. and Sce. (Freemason) ;
W, Shilton, P.M,, as L.G.; W. H. Lowthwaite, P, and
Org.; Jas. Bluck, W.M. elect; T, C. Robinson, Capt. F,
R. Sewell; H. Peacock, R. Harrisor, and J. Fearon,  The
W.M., in the chair, having read the notice convening the
meeting, which was a resolution for the admission of
two candidates, Messrs. Thomas Armstrong and  Jobn
Towers, they were balloted for, unanimously accepted, and
duly initiated into Masoury. The lodge biing closcd in
foum, a lodge of instruction was held,

ST, GERMANS.--Lodge Liiot, (No 116.4).—
The annual mecting of this lodg: was Leld at the Masonic
Roums om Thursday, the 27th ult, Tae WAL, eleer, Bro,
Heney Pole, was installed by Bro. G Bames, PAL, PP.G.
Purst.,, assisted by Bros, ). B, Kerswill, PAL, PG S.B,,
and John Childs, WML Lotge s1o. At the dhise of the
installation the following brethren  were appointed as
otlicers for the ensuing yoar :—Bros. FoS. Hiwke, 8.W. 5
John Oates, j.W. 5 George Bunes, Treasucer ;5 William
Pethrick, Seerctary 5 Francis Johus, 8.1 ; Rihard Broad,
J.D.; P, O'Dogherty, LG, ; John Hawke, Tyler ; andS.
Johns, Organist., At the close of the ledge the brethren,
with many other brethren from Liskeard, Saltash, St.
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Martins, and Looe, repaired to the Eliot Arms, where an
excellent banquet was provided by the hostess (Mrs.
fenkins). .
'very pleasant cvening spent, the meeting closed at 1o
‘clock.

° CSLAITHWAITE.——Colne Valley Lodge (No.
16.48).—This lodge held its annual chtival.of St. John's
on Wednesday, the tgth ult, at the Lewisham Hotel,
and was well attended by brethren from Lancashire,
Saddleworth, Meltham, and Huddersfield, who seemed
anxious to honour a young lodge which deserved so well
of the Craft. Commencing only twelve months ago with
nine members, it has increased to thirty-one good and true
Masons who have followed the first W.M. into the Cralt,
knowing that in so faithful a guide no danger would
cnsue, neither have they been mistaken, for all have
expressed their keen delight at the good fellowship which
has been found in addition to the greater aims, dignity
and worth of the science. The meeting on Wednesday
was at three o'clock. After the minutes of the previous
meeting had been passed, Mr. Peters was ba'loted for and
afterwards duly initiated by the W.MM,, Bro. George Haigh.
Bro. Samuel Sugden, the W.M, elect, was then presented
and duly instatled by Bro. Varley, Huddersfield, who did
his work well. A number of other brethren were invested
with collar and jewel of their respective offices. After the
business of the lodge the room was rearranged, and a
splendid spread sct out for the company by Bro. Wood,
who had done all he could to give and deserve satisfaction.
At the festive board sat at the head of No. 1 table the
newly appointed W.M,, with him Bro. G. Haigh, the
1.P.M. The loyal and patriotic toasts were given with
Masonic borours, and when about the middle of their
ceremonics Bro. Derbyshire, W, got up and presented
Bro. G. Haigh with a most beautiful Past Master's jewel,
which had been freely subseribed to by every member of
the lodge, for the kindncess, urbanity, and brotherly affection
by which Bro. Haigh had welcomed every young member,
for the zeal he had displayed on behalf of the lodge, and
for what he had done for Masonry in the Colne Valley.
Bro. Jno. Sugden, an old friend, had the pleasing duty of
investing Hro. Haigh with the distinguishing badge,
which had on the front the simple yet beautiful words
“ Brotherly love,”” and on the back “ Presented to Bro.
George Haigh, the first W.M. of the Colne Valley. As
Bro. Haigh had not the slighest idea of what had been
done on his behalf, he exhibited a little embarrasment, and
assured the brethren that this kindness would be remem-
bered as long as hs lived.
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TRURO.—Royal Cornubian Chapter (No.
331).—At the last mceting of this chapter, five pounds
was voted towards the Royal Masonic Benevolent Insti-
tution, of which the R.W. the Earl of Mount Edgcumbe,
P.G.M., is the Steward for the Province of Cornwall,
We are pleased to hear that more than f300 will be
placed at the Earl’s disposal. M.E. Comp. J. Bray was
invested by Comp. Anderton, P.Z., as 1st Principal, and
Comp. J. P. Rogers, as 3rd Principal; Comp. W. Lake,
the 2nd Principal clect, was unavoidably absent. The
‘other officers invested were Comps. J. H. Ferris, E.; W,
D. Rogers, N.; R. Carter, P.S.; T. Olver, jun,, 1st A.S,;
J. B. Champion, 2nd A.S.; E. T. Carlyon, P.G.S.E,,
Treasurer; J. T. Hawken, Registrar; and W. Rooks,
Janitor,

TYWARDREATH.—Unity Chapter (No.
1151).—At a meeting of the members of this chapter,
E. Comps, the Rev, Dr. Trefiry, Z.; William Tonkin, H.;
Captain Hugh Colville, J.; presiding as the three Princi-
pals, it was proposed by E. Comp. Rev Dr. Treffry, and
seconded by the other two Principals, that the sum of
£10 should be placed in the hands of E. Comp. Hughan
to purchase a Life Governot’s vote in the Royal Masonic
Benevolent  Institution, making f20 in all from the
chapter for this year, The St. Andrew’s Lodge, No, 1151,
and Restormel Encampment of Knights Templar, meet-
ing at the place, recently voted £10 each, thus making
atotal of L40 for Tywardreath, which sum is to be
placed on the list of the Earl of Mount Edgcumbe, as
Steward for Cornwall, in February, 1848, Sofar over
£300 has been promised in the province, which is
certainly a crcditable amount in one year, but as it is
only recently that lggge amounts have been subscrited,
and as at present atleast £150 is being reccived annually
from the institution on behalf of Cornish annpitants, it
is" evident that much larger sums than those mentioned
should be raised annually by the lodges and chapters in
Cornwall.
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ST. MARK'S LODGE (No 1).—The January
meeting of the above lodge was held on Tuesday last, at
the Masonic Rooms, Little Britain,  Brethren present :
Bros. E. H, Thiellay, W.M.; Dubois, S.W.; Stephens,
J-W.; H. C. Levander, P.M.,, Treas.; George Kenning,
P.M., Sce.; Wilkinson, and D'Almaine. The minutes of the
last mecting were vead and confirmed. A ballot was taken
for Bro, Herbert Santer : the result being in his favour, Bro,
Santer was advanced to the degree of Mark Master. It
was propased by the Treasurer, seconded by Bro, Wil-
kinson, and carried, that the future meetings of the lod'gc
be held at the Freemasons’ Tavern, The lodge was then
closed.  The brethren dined together at the Holborn
Restaurant, N

After the usual toasts had been given and a {.

ROYAL MASONIC BENEVOLENT
" INSTITUTION.

The “ New Year’s Treat ™ to the aged inmates of the
Asylum of this Institution at Croydon was given on
Wednesday last, when several brethren and ladies who
take a warm interest both in the success of the Institution
and the comfort and happiness of the annuitants, made
the journey to Croydon to see the inmates, and afford them
a few hours’ cntertainment at the opening of the year
1878. Among the party were Bro. James Terry, Secretary
of the Institution; George Knill, Collector; Thomas
Cubitt, P.G.P. ; W. W, Morgan, G. Ward Verry, G. H.
Webb, C. J. Perceval, C. Danjel, H. Massey (Frcemason),
W. H. Hall, J. Newton, W, H. Main, F. C. Cox, R.
Pearcey, J. Frock, E. G. Legge, E. Bowyer, R. H. Hal-
ford, J. A. Famnfield, J. Constable, Dr. Strong, Honorary
Surgeon to the Ivstitution, Messts. G, Recknell, F. T.
Tubbs, H. Dines, E. H. Dines, Mrs. Terry,
Mrs. Constable, Mrs. Bowyer, Mrs. Perceval, Mrs. Newton,
Mrs. Strong, Mrs. Verry, Mrs. Halford, Miss Terry, Miss
Talmage, and Miss Constable.

The company arrived at their destination shortly before
two o'clock, and on reaching the Institution were con-
ducted to the dining hall, which they found very tastefully
arranged with Christmas “ welcomes" on the walls, Ma-
sonic insignia, and well executed national arms. The
tables were laid out with Christmas cheer, some excellent
hothouse plants lent by Dr. Strong, and a plentiful supply
of bonbofis. The party was a large one, so large indeed
that the capacity of the hall was sorely wried, and
for thefull enjoyment of such a pleasant meeting required
a further extension. However, the company, although
hoping that before another New Year the Craft will see
fit to enlarge the chamber, set all difficulties on onc side
and entered heart and soul into the proceedings of the
day. Dr. Strong took the hicad of the table, supported on
his right by Bro, Norris (Warden), and on his left by
Mrs. Terry ; while the vice chair was occupied by Bro.
James Terry. The other visitors attended to the comforts of
the annuitants, and were unremitting in their endeavours
to makethem comfortable, exestions which appeared to be
highly appreciated by the old people.  When the heavier
portion of the repast had been disposed of, that great in-
stituticn, the Christmas pudding, which had been specially
prepared by Mrs, Strong for the occasion, was introduced,
and although, of a size that would gladden the heart of
the most voracious schoolboy home for the holidays, very
quickly disappeared. At the close of the repast all the old
ladies were presented with a pound of tea, and all the old
brethren with a pound of tobacco, sent as usual by Bro.
William Hale, and before the annuitants adjourned to
their residences, Dr. Strong first proposed ¢ The Health of
the Queen,” the patroness of the Institution, patroness of
the Craft, and mother of the M.W.G.M. When this
toast had been honoured Dr. Strong proposed the health
of those friends who provided the entertainment, and said
that there might be some persons present who were not
aware that these annual gatherings, and all the gocd
things provided did not come out of the funds of the institu-
tion, but were voluntary giits. One brother sent the tea,
another the tobacce, another the wine, and such nice things
as would warm the annuitants’ toes before going to bed. For
those whe did not prefer these articles there was another
little article provided, bearing a likeness of Her Majesty.
Thercfore to these brethren who had furnished such ar-
ticles, and the good cheer that had just been partaken of,
he propused the thanks of the company by drinking their
health. Dr. Strong, after this toast had been drunk, pro-
posed “The Health of Bro. Norris, Warden,” The worthy
Chairman said he was not an Irishman, and as a true
and loyal subject of Her Majesty, was not 2 Home Ruler;
but he was going to ask the company to drink the health
of the Home Ruler of those who were residents of this
Institution, Bro. Norris, the Warden. He was sure that to
all those who had the pleasure and happiness of being
pnder Bro. Norris’s sway not the least pleasant portion of
this gathering was to see him occupying the position he
had occupied for the last two or three years. All the com-
pany trusted that he might be spared to them for some
time longer. At ome time it was thought that Bro.
Norris was the oldest Mason in England; but another
brother had lately had, he would not say the impudence,
to come forward, but he bhad come forward and said he
was a month older in Masonry than Bro. Norris. But
Bro, Norris was tough, and as long as his constitution
would hold out he (Dr. Strong), would promise to en-
deavour with God's blessing to do his best to enable Bro.
Norris to survive the other brother who claimed the older
Masonship. They would now drink Bro. Norris's health,
with the heartiest good wishes for his long lifeand strength
to be Warden of the Institution. Bro. Norris, in reply, ten-
dered his sincere thanks for Dr, Strong’s kind expressions
and the warmth of the company's response and only
wished he was deserving of half the good expressions that
Dr. Strong and the kind friends arcund him used towards
him. With tiiis the old people adjourned for a short time
to their homes, where they were visited by the ladies and
brethren ; and after tea an evening entertainment was pro-
yided, in which Mr, Frank Thornton, Miss Terry, Mrs,
Stsong, Dr. Strong, Miss Strong, Messrs. Dines, Miss Tal-
madge, Bro. John Constable, and Miss Constable took part,
and in which thire was some excclient singing and
music, Dissolving views, representing a journey “ Round
the World in Nincty Minutes,” were given by Bros, Legge
and Newton, and a negro entertainment by Messrs, Dines
and Miss Talmadge.  Mr. Frank Thornton sang a good
patter song, ‘‘ Coming of Age,” ““ Don'’t ask meto give
up Flo,,” and gave some lively imitations of a showman.
Miss Terry, besides accompanying on the piano in mag-
kedly finished style, sang with equal ability the song, “1
love new friends,” and Miss Strong gave an admirable
performance on the violin, Bro. John Constable and Dr.

Strong also added to the amusements of the evening by
singing, and Mrs. Strong and Miss Constable likewise
performed on the piano with great ability. Altogether the

entertainment was admirable, and was thoroughly en.’
joyed by the company.  Refreshments were served at in-

tervals during the evening, and before the party separated

at ten o’clock, Bro. Constable rose and said that all present

highly appreciated the efforts that had been made to

amuse them, but there was one to whom they were all

very much indebted, Dr. Strong, whose efforts on behalf of
the old people were so well known. He would not-
dilate on his many virtues, but he was sure
the brethren all loved and respected him, as he (Bro.
Constable) himsclf did. He proposed three hearty cheers
for Dr. Strong, and the partner of his life. Dr. Strong,
after the cheers had been vociferously given, thanked
Bro. Constable for what he had said. When Bro. Con-

stable began to spcak he (Dr. Strong) had no idea he
was going to couple his name with the compliment,

He thought that Bro. Terry was about to be the object
of his remarks, as to him was due all the honour Bro.
Constable showered on him (Dr. Strong). It was Bro.
Terry who looked after the Institution from year's end to

year’s end, and it was Bro. Perry who initiated these

entértainments. If the company, therefore, would allow
him (Dr. Strong) he would now propose “ The Health

of Bro. Terry.” Bro. Terry in reply said it was a
source of great gratifcation to him to have had
something to do with getting up this entertainment, and

if it added to the comfort of the old brethren and ladies in
the Institution he was amply repaid for any trouble he

might have been at.  His greatest delight was to come
down to Croydon and do something for them. They had

been kind enough to acknowledge the services of himself,
his wife, and family, and he thanked them very heartily
for so doing.  In return he wished them most heartily a
happy and prosperous New Year, and he hoped to have all
the brethren’s best services for the next festival of the [n-
stitution on the 13th February, It was highly gratifying
to him that for the first time in the history of this Institu-
tion it stood No. 1 for 1874 on the list of donations and
subscriptions. The Gisls' School received £11,800 in the
year, the Boys’ £14,300, and the Benevolent Institution
£16,427. That would gratify all the brethren, because it
would enable the committee to take on a larger number of
annuitants.  Within the last four days, however, there
had been nineteen additional petitions in, and therefore he
hoped that at the festival in'February the brethren would
again strongly support the Institution. The visitors then.
bade good-night to the annuitants, and returned to town
in the special saloon carriage kindly provided by the South
Eastern Railway Company.

Public Fmusements.

Stranp.~This being the season almost entirely devoted
to pantomime and extravaganza, it was but natural that
the oldest established house in London for this elegitimate
form of dramatic entertainment should supply its patrons
with a new burlesque in the place of Messrs. Reece and
Farnie's somewhat dry ‘‘ Champagne,” which has done
duty for some little time. Also it was but natural that
Mrs. Swanborough should entrust My, Burnand, the popu-
lar author of ‘ Black-eyed-Susan,” with the work in
which he had proved himself to be so thoroughly at home
with. “The Red Rover, or I Believe You my Buoy,” is
the title of Mr. Burnand’s latest edition of a nautical tra-
dition, as he terms it in the bill, and certainly no expense
nor trouble has been spared by the management in doing
justice to the title. In addition to such old favourites as
Messrs. Marius, Cox, Penley, and Miss Lottie Venne, we
have Miss Rachel Sanger, who upon this occasion makes
her first appearance at this Theatre. Of the
trifle itsclf, perhaps the least said the better—that
it amuses the audience is beyond doubt — that
it bored us is equally true, but then we
are not great lovers of burlesque, and are inclined no
doubt to be captious, and have scarcely recovered, perhaps,
frum our Jate Chiistmas festivitics—save the mark, Of
the acting, all the ladies and gentlemen engaged exert
themselves with carnestness and success. M., Mariusis
exceedingly clever in his impersonation of the excitable
pirate, and the way in which he sings ‘ Keep it dark”
makes amends for much exaggeration. In the last scene
Miss Sanger, as the fascinating lieutenant, of course is
charming—she could not be otherwise—and Miss Venne
again proves what a valuable acquisition she is in a bur-
esque company. OF the others, Messrs, Cox and Penley
make the most of their parts; the former as “ Guinea,”
apd the latter as the hapless tailor, “ Homespun” The
burlesque is preceded by the successful comedy * Family
Ties,” by the same author,

ForLy,—The new Christmas novelty entitled A Night
of Terror™ at this house is a decided success. It is ad-
mittedly an adaption from the French, but it bas been so
cleverly worked for the English stage by Mcssrs, Wynd-
ham apd Matthison that it is thoroughly English in tone.
It would be most unfair to tell the story, if indeed it conld
be done, except on the stage, for more than half the
pleasure of the audience consists in witnessing the wild,
extraordinary, impossible, but irresistably laughable sur-
prises wrought out of the many incidents and complica~
tions of the piece. At this time of the year when the
inclination of sensible prople is to find enjoyment, a large
portion of which should consist of murriment, there is
not ancther place «f amusement in London where that en-
joyment and merriment can, with such certainty, be found
as at “’th- Foly.,” The acting throughout is excellent,
Miss Munroe and Miss Violet Cameron vie with each other
in making wholly attractive and charming their respective
parts, and Messrs. Hill, Howson, Murray, Day and Ash- .
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ford have, perhaps, never appeared to better advantage in [
any piece of a similar nature,  'We have only one fault
to find with the songs and the incidental music, of the for-
mer there are too few, of the latter too little.

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR IN CORNWALL.

The distinguished and chivalric United Religious and
Military Orders of the Temple, and of St. John, of
Jerusalem, Palestine, Rhodes, and Malta, which are so
far connected with Freemasonry, like the Order of
Charles XIII,, of Sweden, that all the members must
be Masons, are likely to be revived in Cornwall, we
understand, under the able guidancs of Sir F. M.
Williams, who has been appointed Provincial Prior in
the room of Lord Eliot, now Earl §t. German’s, who
resigned some time since. The Princz of Wales is Grand
Master, Her Majesty tie Queen is Patron of the Order,
Lord Skelmersdale is Great Prior nominate of England,
and has been installed in succession to the late Earl of
Shrewsbury. I'he Duke of Connaught is Great Prior of
Ireland, the Earl of Charlemontis Great Marshal, the Hon.
Judge Townshend, Arch Chancellory Sir Patrick Colqu-
houn, Arch Registrar; Lord Dunboyne, Standard Bearer;
Viscount Newry, Grand Master’s Banner Bearer.
Amongst the Knights Grand Cross are the Prince of
Wales, the Emperor of Germany, the King of Sweden,
the Crown Prince of Germany, Crown Prince of Denmark,
Prince John of Glucksenburg, the Earl of Limerick, &c.
A preceptory of Knights Templar meets at Tywardreath.
H.R.H. the G.M. has, we understand, beecn pleased to
make Bro. Emra Holmes, collector of H.M. Customs,
Fowey, a Knight Commander, in consideration of his
services to the Order. Mr. Holmes is the author of
“ Notes on the United Ocders of the Temple and Hos-
pital,” published some time since in the pages of the Free-
mason, and of a volume of ¢ Tales, Poems, and Masonic
Papers.”~¥estern Daily Mercury.

THe Britisa Museum.—Since our ast notice
of late acquisitions in the department of MSS. in the
British Museum other additions of value have been made,
of which the following is a sammary :—Church Service
books are represented by a small bre/iary of English use;
a book of Horae for the use of the Monastery of St. Bridget
of Syon, and a parish priest's Manual, also of English use—
all of the fifteenth century. The Manual is always a
service-book of interest, containing asit does those occasional
offices for baptism, marriage, visitation of sick, and burial,
in some of which fragments of English appear; and this
example is a fine one. The Leabhair ri Maolconaire is a
collection of legends, poems, &c., in Irish, written in the
sixteenth century. Irish MSS. are not too numerous in
this couatry, and we are, therefore, glad ta see this volume
placed in the national collection. Written in English are
a small volume of Gospel lessons, itlustrated by tales in
verse, of the fifteenth century, and a long roll of Bible
history of the same period, a translation of the Latin com-
pilation of which so many copies are to be found; the
English versionisrare, Another roll which has been added
to the collection also deals with Biblical and mediceval
history in the form of pictorial designs by an Italian artist
of the fifteenth century, But perhaps what will attract
more attention is the Diary of Cardinal York, contained in
upwards of 20 volumes, and covering the years 15758-1805,
together with several volumes of correspondence, and papers
relating to the Sobieski family. It should be remembered
that the Cardinal's inheritance of the Stuart papers long
ago found its way into the Royal Library at Windsor, and
that, therefore, we must not look for material for English
history among this ccllection, which is presented to the
museum by the Hon. Mrs, Otway-Cave. That the literary
remains of the late George Smith should rest under the
roof where he made a name as an Assyrian scholar is
appropriate. The trustees have purchased his working
note-books, which are believed to contain much valuable
matter. Another noteworthy purchase is that of the papers
connected with the Shakespeare forgeries by Ireland, which,
in the form of correspondence of the e¢lder Ircland and
cuttings from contemporary papers, give a full history of
the affair, A good deal of early English music has also
been collected, and includes, in addition to several volumes
of compositions of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries,
an interesting MS. of airs, chants, and other pieces com-
posed by Tallis and collected by Thomas Mulliner in the
sixteenth century, and also several volumes of oratories
and other works by Dr, William Crotch, The collection of
manuscript music in the department is beginning to be re-
spectable.  That so little attention should have been paid
to this class of MS. by librarians of former times is, we
think, as much the fault of the public, who cared not for
such things, as of officials, who perchance despised them.
Of miscellaneeus volumes the following may be noticed :—
An inventory of the King’s ¢ Wardrobe Stuff,” hangings,
carpets, bed furniture, &c., at Windsor and Westminster,
34 Hen. VIIL to 1 Edw. VL ; Lectures of Dr. John Rai-
noldes, Dean of Christ Church, in answer to Bellarmin,”
1590; the Musze Boreales, or Iter Boreale of Robert
Eedes, Dean of Windsor, of the seventeenth century; a
houschold account-book of the family of Archer of Essex,
1600-1G24 5 2 mnarsrative, in French, of Charles the Second’s
coming to Rouen, in 1655, by J. Samborne; scientific
voyages by Edmund Halley in 1698 and 1j01; a small
volume of notes of monuments and inscriptions in  London
churches, by Peter Le Neve ; a rate-book of Dartford, 1727-
1785 ; a collection of Whig or Anti-facobite ballads and
songs, 1088-1747 ; a volume of ancient Scottish poems,
1725 ; letters of Thomas Warton to Edmond Malone, 1481-
1790 ; collections relating to Burcote, Worfield, and Bridg-

Wasonic awd General Tidowgs,

At the last meeting of the Invicta Chapter
Sovereign Prince Rose Croix, H.R.D.M.,, Ill. Bro. Magnus
Ohren, 31° was installed M.W.S. of that chapter, held
at the Masonic Hall, 33, Golden-square, London., The
lanstalling Officer was the Ill. Bro. W, Hyde Pullen, 33°.

Messrs. Spottiswoode have issued a most in-
teresting book, entitled ¢ Bonn to Metz.” It is an account
of how two English gentlemen travelled from Bonn to
Metz in six days on bicycles. The book is written by
one of the daring travellers, C. F. Cascella, Esq., and
proves that he car drive his pen as easily as he can his
bicycle. Theaccount is given in fluent, graceful English,
and will well repay the perusal.  ~

Owing to the liberality exhibited by the mem-
bers of the Shakespeare Lodge, No. gg, an extra enter-
tainment is in store for the children of the Royal Masonic
Institution for Girls at their ¢ Twelfth Night Treat” on
Monday next.

Tre Masonic InstiTurions.—We have
much pleasure in announcing that the following are the
correct totals ef the amounts received by cach institution
during the year 1877: Royal Masonic Benevolent Insti-
tation, £16,308 8s. 11d.; Royal Masonic Institution for
Boys £14.369 14s. 9d.; Royal Masonic Institution for
Girls L11,800.

The visit of the Prince of Walesto Hamilton
Palace next month is to be private in character, and mainly
intended for the purpose of giving His Royal Highness a
few days’ shooting over the Hamilton demesne, the covers
of which have not yet been drawn this season.

Bro. John Derby Alleroft, W.M. Lodge 1657,
will lay the foundation stone of St. Paul’s, Old Ford, on
Friday next, the 11th inst,

AvornEr Hoxour 1o R.W. Bro. W. ].
Hucnax, or Truro.—We have to congratulate oures-
teemed and valued R.W. Bro. William James Hughan on
the very handsome compliment paid to him on the zoth
November, by the Franklin Lodge (1 34), Philadelphia, by his
election as an honorary member of that lodge, and this
compliment is the more valuable as by a decision of the
Grand Lodge of Pennyslvania on the sth ult., such an
honour cannot be again conferred on any brother residing
in England.

At the annual meeting on the 17th ult., of the
famous “York Lodge,” No. 230, the members elected seven
brethren honorary members, the first time, we believe, in
the history of the lodge that any in the Craft have been
so distinguished. The first so honoured is Bro. William
James Hughan, of Truro, author of “History of Free-
masonry at York,” ¢ Memorial of the Masonic Union of
1813, &c. The remaining six are Bro. the Rev. A, F. A,
Woodford, M.A., of London, editor of the Freemason and
Masonic Magazine ; Bro. J. G. Findel, of Leipzig, author
of the “ History of Freemasonry ;" Bro. D, Murray Lyon,
of Edinburgh, author of the “History of the Lodge
of Edinburgh from A.D, 1599,” &c.; Bro. /E. j. McIntyre,
Q.C., Grand Registrar of England; Bro, John Hervey,
Graud Sccretary of England; and Bro. George F. Fort (of
Camden, New Jersey, U.S.A.), author of the ¢ Early
History and Antiquites of Freemasonry.” The * York
Lodge " is tke custodian of the archives of the extinct
“ Grand Lodge of all England,” many of which are very
valvable. The ancient *“ clarges " in rolls {(on paper or
parchment), date from the sixtecnth century, and
traditionally Freemasonry had been worked in York for
many centuries earlier, the ** Fabric Rolls of York Minster
making mention of a * lodge” in the fourteenth century,
and in all probability the * grand assemblies " were held in
that ancient city from A.D. 926.

INpiaAN FaminNe.~The Mansion House Fund
now amounts to half a million, and an intimation to this
cffect was despatched by telegraph to her Majesty and by
letter to the Prime Minister,  During the day the fol-
lowing Royal Message was received at the Mansion
House: ¢ Sir Thomas Biddulph, Osborne, to Sir Thos.
White, late Lord Mayor.—The Queen is much gratified
at the magnificent result of the Mansion House collection

Bro. W. F. Smart, accountant, of 16, Basing-
ball-street, took his son into partnership on Tuesday last,
the 1st January, 1878, from which date the firm will be
‘Wm. F. Smart and Son,

On Tuesday night the annual dinner of the
Oxford Druids was held at the Town Hall Oxford, The
chief speakers were Bro. the Earl of Jersey, who responded
for the House of Lords, and Sit William Harcourt,

A RovaL Parpon.—Laurence Walsh, of the
1st Brigade of Royal Artillery, was tried by a general
court-martial on the rrth of last month, charged with
having written letters of a seditious character to Patrick
Herliby, at Cork, and was sentenced to two years’ penal
servitude, Her Majesty has now remitted the sentence, in
consideration of the prisoner’s youth,

At the customary monthly meeting at the
Trinity House on Tucesday last, Bro. Thomas Brassey,
M.P., was, on the initiative of the Court, admitted and
sworn in as a younger brother of the Corporation, This
compliment has been paid to Bro. Brasscy in considera-
tion of his services to the mercantile marine of the country,
and'of his personal cfficiency as a practical and skilful
navigator.

Masonic Sones.—A selection of Masonic
Songs set to popular airs, written by Bro. E. P, Philpots,
M.D,, F.R.G.S., is now ready, forming a handsome
volume, bound in cloth, with gilt edges, 35,  Sent post

north, county Salop; and journals of missions to Siam by
Dr, Richardson,; 1829-1835.~Academy.

free from the office of this paper on reccipt of stamps or
post-offics order value 3s. 2d.—Apvr,

Rovar Maso~ic INsTiTUTION FOR GIRLS.—
It has been decided that the Twelfth Night Treat to the
children of this school who remain during the Christ-
mas holidays shall take place on Monday next, at 4 p.m.,
at the schools, St. John’s Hill, Battersca Rise.

It was resolvedat a meeting, on Wednesday, of
the Scottish Corporation to appoint a committee to con-
sider what steps should be taken for carrying on the busi-
ness of that body in future, owing to the destruction ot its
hall in Crane Court by fire.

Priory Lopee, No. 1000.—The regular
meeting of this lodge was held on Thursday, the 2oth
ult., a report of which will appearin our next.

The customary annual ball of the Cripplegate
Pension Society will be held on Wednesday, the 3oth inst.,
at the Cannon-street Hotel.  Particulars may be obtained
of Bro. U. Knell. Hon. Sec., 20, Fore-street, City.

The Order of the Golden Fleece has been be-
stowed by the Emperor Francis Joseph, on Count
Andray, to whom the decoration was transmitted on
Wednesday last. .

Mr. Stanley, the African traveller, was enter-
tained on Tuesday evening last, at Cairo, at a grand
banquet given in his honour by Bro. Sir George Elliot,
Bart, M.P. The principal Eaglishand American visitors
and residents, and a considerable number of Egyptian
Pachas accepted Bro. Sir George's invitations, and this
Anglo-American New Year's Day entertainment turned
out one of the most brilliant and noteworthy incidents of
the Cairo season.

A Cornisy CenTENNiaL.—A [Centennial
meeting was recently held, in commemoration of the old
Cornish language, at St. Paul, near Penzance, the last
person who spoke Cornish  having been buried in the
churchyard of that parishin 1877. Cornish is almost the
only European language which has died out in modern
times. Perhaps the only part of Europe in which a similar
centenary might be held would be the interior of Russia.
The meeting at St. Paul was held in the National School-
room, After tea had been served Mr. W. C. Borlase
briefly explained how the anciznt Britons were driven by
the Saxons to Wales proper, and to West Walcs, or Corn-
wall, where they kept up their ancient language ; he also
stated that no relics of the Cornish Janguage catlicr in date
than the 13th century had been as yet found, although
Welsh literature had been wel) known from a remoter
period. Mr. Borlase then read letters from the Earl of
Mount Edgcumbe, the Bishop of the Diocese, Sir J. St.
Aubyn, M.P., Professor Rhys, and others, expressing their
interest in the subject. On the conclusion of Mr. Borlase's
address, the Rev. W. S, Leon Szyrma, vicar of Newlyn (a
part of the parish of St. Paul), gave an explanation of the
position of Cornish in the Aryan family of Janguages,
and remarked that European languages being like a chain
of which Cornish was onelink, that link was of much im-
portance to philologists. The unity of the European
languages was shown by example, taken from the com-
monest words, such as three, father, mother, &c., which
are similar in most European languages. The Cornish
language belonged to the Celtic division; it was nearest
to the Breton and Welsh, and was like the Irish, the
Manx, and the Gaelic. The rev. gentleman then gave a
summary of the relics of Cornish literature, especially
referring to Beaunan’s “ Menesek,”” a drama  describing
the life of St. Menasech of Camborne, and the final
struggles between heathenism and Christianity in West
Cornwall, After referring to the other miracle plays,
the “Origo Mundi,” the “Passio Christi,” the
“ Resurrectio” (with the death of Pilate and the As-
cension), and, finally, Jordan's ¢ Creacon,” of 1651, the
speaker described the gradual decline of the language be.
fore the English, from the period when, as at Buryan in
1336, the vicar of St. Just had to translate the sermon of
the Bishop of Excter to the Buryan congregation, down
to the time when, in the Lizard region, and in the
parishes of St. Paul and St. Just, in the Land's End dis-
trict, the old Cornish alone was spoken, and then at
length died out at Mousehole. The event, the speaker
said, was not altogether to be regretted, It was an ex-
pensive luxury for a people to Le bilingual, butthe langu-
age ought always to be of interest to Cornishmen, as it
still affected the Cornish dialect. Scveral other gentlemen
having spoken, the 'proceedings were closed with “ God
save the Queen,”

We have received a copy of “ Freemasonry,
its two great doctrines, the existence of God, and a future
state,” by Bro. Chalmers 1. Paton, 2 ®view of which will
appear next week,

* * Masonic Songs’/(‘ Freemason ' office) is a little
volume of ditties, set to popular airs for use at banquets,
which are fairly good.  What has become, by-the-by, of
all the ceremonial music written by Mozart—himself no
mean brother of the Craft ? ¢ Der Zauberflite ' alone
would show his depth of Mascnry,"—Fhitehall Review.

“ All members of the Masonic body—and it includes
every class of society—will welcome ‘ The Cosmopolitan
Masonic Pocket Book for 1878." To those who are in the
habit of travelling it is invaluable, since it gives all the
Masonic knowledge which can reasonably be desired,
Besides a pocket book of full and general information, and
to a Mason should be preferable to all others.”’-——Berrow's
Thorcester Fournal,

Horroway"s O1x1MENT.—~A fair trial is all that is asked to prove
the sterling and superior merits of this Ointment, and to demonss
trate how much more successfui it is in curirg old ulcers,
inveterate sores, disfiguring cruptions, than any other application,
When propeily used it lessens the inflammation which invades
parts adjacent to the wound or ulcer, whereby much local pain is
imsmediately assuaged, and, in the course of an hour or two, the

nost satisfactory result invariably follow, which will steadily ad-

vance to a thorough permanent cure.  Not only do outward
ulcerations, wounds, and blemishes yield to Holloway’s preparas
tions, but also those e ver present pests of winter—sore throat,
diphtheria, catarrh, ceugh, and newralgic pains,—Apvr,
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NOTES ON ART, &c.

Tir Boar's Hean Dixner At OxrorD—
2 | writes to the Times :~"“In your interesting account
of the Boar’s Head Dinner, annually celebrated at the
Queen’s College, Oxford, itis stated that thc. origin of the
ceremony is somewhat obscure. It may interest many
of your readers to learn that the custom or ceremony, of
which the scrving up of the Boar’s Hg’ad at the Queen’s
table on Christmas-Day is also a survival, was fgrmerly
a universal custom in all England, and that i.ts origin dates
back to Pagan Anglo-Saxon rites, and to ancient German!c
rites in general.  The most complete account of this
origin, founded on full research, appeared in the Gentle-
man’s Maogaxine for January of the present year, from the
pen of Karl Blind, under the tit.lc of ¢ The Boar’s Head
Dinner at Oxford, and a2 Germanic Sun-God.”

We extract the following from the ¢ Mirrox:“ of about
filty years ago, a pericdical which was then in the field
against the Gentlemew's Magazine as a  repository of
curious® and antiquarian infcrmation : — * Sir,—Pass-
ing the sillage of Hornchurch, near Remford, last
Christmas Day, my attention was attracted by a crowd

of villagers sallying forth into a field near the church, led
by 2 man dressed ina farmer’s frock, with the head ofan
animal on thetop of a long pole, with an orange in its
mouth, which I learnt afterwards to bette head of a boar.
I enquired of a person whom I met tl}e meaning of so
novel a sight, and he informed me that it was wrestled for
every Christmas Day by the peasartry.

M. Sarpou.—The “Theatre” states that
this week M. Victorien [Sardou will read a new comedy to
company at the Théitre du Vaudeville.  Madame Victoria
Lafontaine, at the express request of the author, has been
engaged to play the principal part. i

Excrisn TaresTry.—Her Royal Highness
Princess Leuise, with the Marquis of Lorne, paid a visit
en Thursday week to the Royal Tapestry Manufactory at
Windscr, of which her Royal Highness has lately become
a vice-president.  She was reccived by the director (Mr.
D. Henry}, who conducted her (hrough the various work-
rooms to inspect the tapestries in progress for Her Majesty
the Qucen, the Duke of Argyll, Mr. Christopher Sykes,
&c., and a series of panels being made for Messrs Gillow
and Co., and intended for the Royal Commission-house in
the Paris Exhibition. Her Royal Highuness also visited
the stained-glass works lately established uear the tapestry
manufactory.

ArT axp Qcrrois.-—French art has been
employed i many odd subjects, but none of these has
surpassed in strangeness that which is represented in the
picture painted for the Municipality of Paris—to wit, “Un
Tableau Symbolisant 'Octroi de Paris.” M. Jobbe-Duval,
known by certain huge canvasses in various public build-
ings in Paris, isthe onterprising artist whom fate has
chosen to symbolize the Octroi of Paris.—Atheneum.

Dr. CitarrLes Mackay.—On Thursday week,
at St. James's Hall, a testimonial was presented to
this well-known writer.  Mr. Colin Rae-Brown, who pre-
sided at the meeting of subscribers, explained the circum-
stances which bad influcnced the committee originating
the subscription. A work now about to be published en-
titled * "The Gacelic Etymology of the English Language”
had cccupied more of Dr. Mackay’s time than had been
anticipated, and prevented him from following literary
work more immedintely remunerative. It was therefore
decided that a fitting time had arrived foran appeal to Dr.
Mackay’s friends to show their sympathy and appreciation
of his work. The result of this appeal had been the sum
of L5750, including L1000 subscribed by ¢ The Clan Mac-
kay."” Dr. Charles Mackay returned thanks for the bigh
compliment paid to him,

Tue Preasures or Hore.—On Friday last,
the statuc to Thomas Campbell, the poct, was unveiled,
in George-square, Glasgow, in the presence of the Lord
Provost and magistrates, in official robes, and a large
crowd.  The ceremony was performed by Dr. James
Campbell, who said that Campbell was a native of Glas-
gow, and that his “Pleasures of Hope” would Iast while
the English language was spoken,  The artist is Mess-
man, This is the cleventh statue in George-square.,

A Successrur Savines Bank.—The 62nd
annual report of the Liverpool Savings Bank which has
just been issued, shows that at the close of the financial
year £1,735,553 was ducto Go,072 depositors. During
the year 13,216 new accounts were opened, 3,896 old ac-
eunts reopened, and 12,511 accounts closed. The de-
posits, including transfers from other savings-banks, were
£676,235, and £47,403 was added to depositors’ accounts
orinterest. The withdrawals and transfers amounted to
£581,719. The bank possess a surplus of £35,333 over
the amounts due to depositors, and in addition toa surplus
fund of fL10,000, its total funds being upwards of a
million and three-quarters sterling. The business is a
growing one, the amount duc to depositors now being
about £80,000 more than in 1866. As compared with
last year 2,472 more accounts were opened and ‘.’.,26[
more were closed, while £43,471 more was reccived and
£23,452 paid away, and 29,027 more transactions were
made. The amount due to dcpositors increased by
£142,018 in the year. Branches have been opened at
the north and cast ends of the town, and these have been
much appreciated.

A PraxrageNer Toms.—The interesting and
beautiful monumental tomb, at King’s Langley, Church
of Prince Edmund of Langley, Duke of York, fifth son of
Edward 1IL, bas been removed to a chapel expressly
built for its reception, and the Queen has been graciously
vlcas?d to grant £40 from the privy purse towards placing
a staired glass window in the chapel to the memory of
the Prince, Her Majesty’s ancestor.

MzeTropoLITAN PaupERISM.—The following
is a return of the number of paupers (exclusive of lunatics
in asylums and vagrants) on the last day of the third
week of December, 1879 :—In-door, adults and children
40,160 ; out-door, adults, 26,381; children 16,547 —
making thetotal of both in-door and out-door paupers’
83,098. The corresponding total in 1876 was 83,6947
in 18%3, 88,169; and in 1874, ¢6,589. The total num-
ber of vagrants iclieved in the metropolis on thelast day
of the third week of December was 448, of whom 571
were men, 141, women and 37 children under 16.

The Leeds Mercury states that 'William Ship-
man, of Riple, has completed bis rooth year. He worked
for_the Butterley Company, hc was ninety-seven, and he
now keeps a toll bar near Golden Square. He was for
some ycars engaged in military service, and has beena
man of steady habits and temperate living.  He has been
thrice married, and is at present in possession of all his
faculties.

Tur City Cuorar Sociery.—Mr. G. W.
Martin, we are informed, has received promises of support
from most of the City authorities in his endcavour to
provide within the City the means of enjoying the study
and practice of high class music for those engaged in
City warchouses and offices. The choir will number
about 300 voices, and an instrumental band, selected from
gentlemen engaged in the City, will be immediately er-
ganized. A series of concerts will be given in the Guild-
hall, if permission is granted, in aid of charitable institu-
tions. ‘The mectings of the Choral Scciety will be held
once a week.

St. CLemeNT'S, Eastcuear.—On January
1st., the new memorial window of Thomas Fuller, the
Church historian, Bishop Pearson, the author of the
“ Treatise on the Creed,” and Brian Walton, Bishop of
Chester, editor of the “ Biblia Polyglotta,” was unveiled
in the church of the united parish of $t. Clement, near
Eastcheap, and St. Marctin, Orgar, of which the Rev. W,
J. Hall is the rector.  The window was unveiled at 1
o'clock in the presence of a large congregation, and At-
wood’s “Te Deum™ in F was afterwards sung by the
church choir.  The Venerable Archdeacon Hessey subse-
quently delivered an address.  He said they had met for a
ceremony, simple indecd, but unless he greatly misinter-
preted it, fraught with no ordinary interest, the ceremony
of unveiling a work of ecclesiastical art, which their eyes
told them was in the best taste, and execated with consum-
mate ability.  Two of the men whose memory they had
met to honour—Thomas Fuller and Bishop Pearson-.-were
lecturers in the church which till the Great Fire of London
accupied the site of that building. He then referred briefly
to their work, and quoted the words of Samuel Taylor
Coleridge, as to the character of Fuller, and of Dr. Bentley
as to Bishop Pearson, whose “«ery dross was gold.” Re-
ferring te Bishop Walton, the Venerable Archdeacon said
the ¢ Biblia Polyglotta” was the performanczof his life,
Many obstacles stoed in the way of its accomplishment,
but he was greatly aided in it by Pearson, whom he suc-
ceeded as the Bishop of Chester,  Learned as these three
men werc, they were content to lay all their leaming at the
foot of the Cross, and devote their taleats, splendid as they
were to the saving of souls.  The address was followed
by an anthem, the words from St. Luke, ii., verse 8 and
following.

SreLLING Rerorym.—It is expected that the
memorial of the School Boards asking for a Royal Com-
mission of Inquiry in regard to spelling reform will be
presented to the Educational Department about the end of
January, and that it will be supported by another deputa-
tion composed principally of philologists. When the
memorial of the London Board was first proposed 101 pro-
vincial Boards gave in their adhesion, including many of
the largest towns in the kingdom. This number has now
increased to 130, Among the recent additions are Brigh-
ton, Hull, Swansea. Cardiff, Southampton, Worcester,
and Wakeficld. Some of these, however, though desirous
of inquiry, do not fully endorse all the points of the London
memorial, while Birmingham has adopted a memorial of
its own with the same practical object.

Foucaurt's PeNpuLum.—Ounr rcaders may
recollect the experiment made in 1860, at the Pantheon in
Paris, by the learned Leon Foucault, upon the pendulam,
A great metalic globe, which hung by a fine wire from the
summit of the dome, demonstrated that the oscillation
movements of a heavy mass, [reely suspended in space,
remain independent of the rotation of the earth. The pen-
dulum swung very slowly in consequence of the length of
the wire, and at theend of cach oscillation a point attached
to itate away by degrees a little wall of sand placed
there for the purpose of showing the apparent alteration
in the plane of oscillation. This experiment, by which—
as we may say—the world can be seen to move round, is
to be repeated in the Exhibition of 1878, with such
new arrangements as can make it comprehensible to
the crowd.  The pendulum will be 300 kilogrammes in
weight, and will hang from a wire 4o metres long,
the object of the experiment is to instruct the public in
a visible physical phenomena.—Medical Press and Circular.

Art CoMreTitTioN.—There will be a compe-
tition in April in conncction with the Science and Art De-
partment of the Committee of Council on Education, South
Kensington, for prizes offerred by Messrs. Watherston and
Son for designs for a loving cup.  Three prizes of £3o0,
£30,and L20 respectively, are offerred for the three best
designs for a three-handled cup, with cover, tobe used at
a loving-cup. It must be 13in. high, and illustrate the
Biblical story of the Labourers inthe Vineyard. The com-
petition is limited to candidates—British born—who are,
or have been, bona fide students of scheols of art recog-
nised by the Science and Art department, and who have
since 1867 (taken a third grade prize, or a higher prize in
the national competition of that Department.

o o WTAZIIAAT

Tue PRINCE AND PRINCESS or WaLES.—A
marked improvement has been effected since Sandringham
has belonged to its present Royal owner in the matter o
clementary education. Formerly, except at Sandringham:
and Dersingham, there were noschouls of any importance;
but through the liberality of the Prince and Princess of
Wales there arc now school-rooms at Sandringham,
Dersingham, West Newton, and Wolferton, with excel-
lent teachers, The Princess of Wales takes the livliest in-
terest in the welfare of the schools and the progress of the
children. Each recurring anniversary of her Royal High-
ness’s birthday is marked by a treat to the children of the
schools, at each New Year’s-cve the Princess distributes:
cloaks and caps, &c. This year the annual treat could not
be given at the usual time, owing to the prevalence of a
contagious disease in the neighbouring villages, and so it
was postponed till yesterday. A tent baving been erected
in front of the Hall, the children of the schools of Sand-
ringham, Dersingham, West Newton, and Wolferton,
were soon after noon marched up to the Royal residence,
and the Princess, accompanied by the young Princes and
Princesses, distributed the cloaks, &c.; after which the
children had tea. Prince and Princess Christian arrived
on Wednesday at Sandringham on a visit to the Prince
and Princess of Wales.

TFeperico Riccr.—Letters from Venice an-
nounce the death, on December 1oth, at Conegliano in
the Province of Venice, of Federico Ricco, the well-known
composer of opera bouffe. He was born at Naples in
1809, so that he was sixty-cight years of age. His light
operatic compositions are still among the most popular in
Italy. The chief among them are “Crispino e la Comare,”
“ Corrado d’Altamura,” “Un duello sotto,” “Una Follia
a Roma,” “ Griselda,” &e.  His last work of this class
was “Rolla.” His Venetian popular songs and ballads
are much esteemed. Ten ycars ago Ricci was Professor of
Music at the Imperial Conservatory of St. Petersburg. He
subsequently resided at Paris and Trieste; but the last
years of his life were spent in great retirement at Cone-
gliano. It is pleasant to know that his fame was not bar=
ren, but brought him a considerable fortune; to the last,
however, he was incorrigibly eccentric. He had always a
great affection for Trieste, where his ficst successes were
achieved, and wherc he lived for many years. By his di-
rection he has been buried there.

Liresoar Work 1N 1877.—During the year
which has just closed the lifeboats of the National Lifeboat
Institution on different parts of the coasts of the United
Kingdom rescued 841 lives, besides saving 35 vessels
from destruction.  In the same period the Lifeboat Insti-
tution granted rewards for saving 200 lives by fishing and
other boats, making a grand total of 1041 lives saved
last year mainly through its instrumentality, Altogether
since its foundation the society has contributed to the
saving of 25,400 shipwrecked persons, for which services
it has granted 978 gold and silver medals, besides pecun-
iary rewards to the amount of £34,000. [he storms of
last November will long be remembered for their frequency
and violence, and the noble services of the institution’s
lifeboats, which saved nearly 300 lives in that month
alone, After performing these services some of the life-
boat’s crews returned home absolutely exhausted—in some
cases many of the men’s lives were actually despaired of
for scveral days afterwards. It should be mentioned that
the operations of the National Lifeboat Institution now
cover the whole coasts of the British Isles, and that, with
the exception of a score or so of lifeboats which belong
to Harbour Trustees and other local bodies, the whole of
the lifeboats of the United Kingdom belong to the Na-
tional Institution, The list of services here summarized
is the best claim of this institution to continued sympathy
and support.

“Or tne Maxine or Booxs,” &c.—From
the Synoptical Table of the Publications of the Year 1877
in the Pullisher's Giwrcular, it appears there have been
issued :

New New
Publications. Editions,
Theology, Sermons, Biblical ... ... 4835 .. 252
Educational, Classical, Philological 329 .., 200
Juvenile Works, Tales, &, oo o0 287 .0 235
Novels, Tales, and other Works of
Fiction e wee vee wee we 446 o0 408
Law, Jurisprudence, &c. e se 03 .. 55
Political, and Social Economy, Trade
and Commerce see see  ore 123 e 06
Art, Sciences, and llustrated Works 125 ... G4
Voyages, Travels, Geographical Re-
search ... wiv wee eee s 132 . §7
History, Biography, &c. veeeee 241 .. 132
Poctry, Drama, Musical, &C. s 4o 152 ... 180
Year Books, Serials in Volumes ... 56 .. 144
Medicine, Surgery, & oo o we 143 w72
Belles Lettres, Essays, Monographs 249 .. 113

Miscellaneous, including  Pamphlets .
not Sermons 184 40
3049 2040

American Publications imported ... 481

Thus during the year there have been nealry 6000 new
books, new editions, and importations.

AxricaNy ExrroraTion.—A short announce-
ment has lately reached England concerning the
Albert Nyanza, in Central Africa, which will not
fail to interest many of your readers just now. It
rclates to a recent exploration conducted by an officer in
the service of his RHighness the Khedive, and is to the fol-
lowing effect :=——* Colonel Mason has been round the Lake
Albert in a steamer, and corroborates the fact of its being
‘a comparatively small Jand-locked lake.’

The Address in answer to the Speech from

» the Throne will be moved in the House of Lords by the

Earl of Wharncliffe,'and seconded by the Earl of Loudoun
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TO OUR READERS.

The Freenmason isa Weekly Newspaper, price
2d. Itis published every Friday morning, and
contains the mest impertant, interesting, and
useful irformation relating to Freemasenry in

every degree. Subscription, including postage :
United America, India, India, China, &c
Kingdom, the Continent,&c. Via Brindisi.

Twelve Months 10s. 6d. 128. ods 17S. 4d.
Six - gs. 3d. 6s. 6d. 8s. 8d.
Three »” 2s. 8d. 3s. 3. 4s. 6d.

Subscriptions may be paid for in stamps, but Post
Office Orders or Cheques are preferred, the former payable
to

GEORGE KENNING, CHIEF OFFICE, LONDON,
the latter crossed London and Joint Stock Bank.

Advertisements and other business communications
should be addressed to the Publisher.

Communications on literary subjects and books for
review are to be {orwarded to the Editor. Anonymous
correspondence will be wholly disregarded, and the return
of rejected MSS. cannot be guaranteed.

Further information will be supplied on application to
the Publisher, 198, Fleet-street, London.

IMPORTANT NOTICE.

CovonisaL and ForereNy SUBSCRIBERS are
informed that acknowledgments of remittances
received are published in the first number of
every month.

It is very necessary for our readers to advise
us of all money orders they remit, more espe-
cially those from the United States of America
and India; otherwise we cannot tell where to
credit them.

NOTICE.

To prevent delay or miscarriage, it is particu-
larly requested that aLL communications for
the Frermason, may be addressed to the
Office, 198, Fleet.street, London.

TO ADVERTISERS.

The Facnnasox has a large circulation in all parts of
the Globe, its advantages as an advertising medium can
therefore scarcely be overrated.

ADVERTISEMENTS to ensure inseriion
in current weel’s issue should reach the
Office, 198, Flecet-street, by 12 o’clock on
Wednesdays.

Bustvers to Toveespondeints,

BOOKS, &c., RECEIVED.
¢ La Chaine D'Union,” * Keystone,” ¢ New York Dis-
patch,” ¢ Baubhiitte,” * Science for All * (Cassell).

REMITTANCES RECEIVED.

£ s d.
Austen, A, E,, Ihe Cape .., e POO. 7135 6
lgualdad Lodge, Curacoa, ... o e 1 4 O
Jones, W, H., Calcutta e .. Cash o012 o
Lakey, P., Malia «s Cheque 6 10 o
Library Grand Lodge of lowa,., e Draft 4 17 3
Llagostera, . Pouig-y-Manilla we 2 4 0
Lodge ©f ¥riendship, Gibraltar . POO, 116 o
Magnussen, A., La Crosse ... wo Cheque 1 g o
Smith, W, T.,, Africa ... e 1 06 ©
Suiton, General, Salem . .o Cheque o0 12 o
Whymper, H., Murree . T 2 o o
Williams, T., New York we POO. 012 ©

Bivihs, PWarviages, and Beaths,

[The charge is 2s. 6d. for announcements, not cxceed
ing four lines, under this heading.]

BIRTHS.

ELLixGTox,—On the 30th ult,, at Elsham-road, Kensing -
ton, the wife of E, B, Ellington, of a son.

HaArveY.—On the 28th ult., at Truro, the wife of the Rev,
C. F. Harvey, of 2 son.

LanaMore—On the 21st ult., at Leicester, the wife of W,
Langmore, Esq., of a daughter.

Tromson,—On the 27th ult,, at Oakley.strect, Chelsca,
the wife of James Thomeon, late of Ceylon, of a son.
MARRIAGE,
Rosixsox—KeNnanp.—On the 29th ult., at Hordle, by
the Rev. E. Rawnsley, the Rev, Charles J. Robinson,
H.M. Inspector of Schools, to Elizabeth Louisa, daughter

of the late ], P. Kennard, Esq.
DEATHS.

BrixsmAD.—Onthe 28th ult,, at Commercial-road, Lime-
house, Thomas Brinsmead, aged 6o. .

Cox.—On the 26th ult,, at Weston-saper-Mare, Miss Anna
Fliza Catherine Deane,

Kyienr.—On the 23rd ult, at Thistle-grove, South
Kens‘ngton, Mary Ann, widow of W, H. Knight, Esq.,
aged 58,

Srooxen.—On the 2;th ult., at Bron-y-Garth, Portmadoc,
aged 26, John Eryri, son of C, E, Spooner.

The Freemason,

SaTturpay, Janvuary 35, 187§.

A NEW YEAR’S GREETING.

Tt is with every feeling of the kindliest con-
cern that we offer to our numerous readers, in
all parts of the world, the customary, though
heartfelt, good wish of a * Happy New Year. If
even the Freemason were not, as it is, running
the race of legitimate success, our duty would
indeed be the same, but as it is, we feel especially
bound with the arrival of another new year to
tender to our very many friends and zealous
supporters, grateful thanks and heartfelt good
wishes. At such a moment of time the inter-
section of that narrow line which separates 1877
from 1878, just when we leavethe past known and
familiar, and enter the future, hidden in ignor-
ance and mystery, it is that the mind grows
thoughtful and the heart expends. For after, all,
say whal we may, we are all “ members one of
another ”’ here ; we cannot live isolated lives if
even we would, for none of us, to use well-known
and sacred words, ¢ liveth to himseclf,” and none
of us “ dieth to himself.” We all inherit sym-
pathies, being mingled with those of others, and
the chain of existence if composed of many links,
is yet so admirably and curiously contrived that
we all form part of one great and consistent
whole.  Indeed it is this very secret of our
mortal striving which secems to have baflled the
speculations of scientificists and the conclusions
of philosophers. It is this mystery of our race
which presents such a wondrous enigma to the
mere man of this world, to him who only con.
templates humanity and the world, from an
utilitarian, from a necessitarian, from a sceptical,
from an unbelieving point of view. Despite
all the follies and all the sins of mankind,
notwithstanding dark treachery and darker
baseness, yes, and not forgetting the alienations,
the animosities, and the heartlessness of man-
kind, there is, so to say, a great warm heart of
humanity which beats on, nevertheless, amid
all change, all trials, and all evil, and which biads
us and blends us all with one another here. It
is this golden link, and all but electric flash
of sympathy, which pervades the mighty
brotherhood of wus children of the duost,,
which, tco often ignored, so often unappreciated
lends such a charm, such a romance, and such
a reality to the pervading struggles, the onward
hopes of mankind. Like a great army, humanity
seems marching on, and if stragglers are here
and there falling out of the ranks, if that mighty
host has great difficulties to contend with and
serious obstacles to surmount, yetit is still moving
on. And we as Freemasons, who are ever uni-
versal and humanitarian in scope and existence,
feel strongly how that Time which leaves us,
and yet confronts us with each departing Old and
supervening New Year, has a message to us all
alike, replete with interest and improvement. It
is this, a lessor: of sympathy for all men! Our
great brotherhood, our signs and symbols, our
literature and our lodges, are now all over the
world, and with all these things, also speaks one
unvarying and unwavering message of peace
and good-will.  Above the estrangements and
divisions of the human race, above war's evil
echoes and corruptions, above terrible crimes,
yes, and above even all, the fierce, fell, senseless,
batred of Adam’srace, Freemasonry, like a good
genius would announce a kindly ¢ Eirenicon,”
for the angry, the warring, thz severed, and the
suffering mankind! When then, we wish a
Happy New Year to all our kind readers, we trust
also that 1878 may be a Happy New Year for
all our brethren and sisters in the flesh. May

- war's sad ravages cease, may its painful wounds

be healed, in the supremacy of uniting, restor-
ing and gladdening peace; and may 18;8 indeed
prove a Happy New Year to all for whom we
care, to all our friendly patrons, and for theirs;
may it be a Happy New Year above all to this
secthing world of ours, and aid to lighten the
load and dispel the clouds, in some measure, of
ignorance and bloodshed, of folly and of crime.

WHAT WILL I878 BRING TO
FREEMASONRY.

This is a question difficult to answer, and to
some extent surrounded with doubt and debate.
We do not think that in Great Britain, or
America, or Canada, we need, however, have
much difficulty in giving a respoase to this
question, alike hopeful and cheering. FRvery-
thing seems to prophesy a peaceful year, and
much Masonic prosperity. We should indeed
be glad if we could think that cur lodges would
exercise a little more consideration and discre-
tion as to whom they admit into their inner life.
At this moment it 1s not too much to say, that
we are proposing for and balloting and admit-
ting candidates ** wholesale,” without any re-
gard to any other fitness than that which con-
sists in an ability to pay the entrance fees. We
do not wish to exaggerate the state of things, but
we feel bound at the beginning of a New Year
to express our strong sense of the need of caution
and carefulness in this respect. It may all seem
a trifling matter, and one hardly worth noti ce,
but this unscrupulonsaess of admission has in it
the seeds of great evils to the entire Craft. Abroad
we fear that the prospect is dark and discourag-.
ing, and murky cloods seem to hang over French
Freemasons and other continental bodies. We
are apparently on the eve of a great struggle.
To use the language of an American journal
we have now, ¢ Vaticanism in a New Role,”’
we have to deal with the intolerance
of Scepticism, the infallibility of unbelief.
It is very curious as a fact, per se, how
history repeats itself, and how from two
opposite points of view, the very antipodes of
faith and acts, ultraraontanism and unbelief,
the same persecution is preached, the same
persecation is practised. Rome condemns
our loyal Brotherhood because we admit
non Christians and non Roman Catholics. Un-
belief condemns us because we will assert our
belief in T.G.A.O.T.U., and require all who
join our order to profess the same. It has been
quite evident to those who have watched carefully
the course of French Freemasonry during the
last eventful years, that this new step is neither
unexpected or unforescen The French Grand
Orient has been gradually running down
an inclined plane, since that c¢vil hour
when it revolutionized the order by organ-
izing the Conseil de I'Ordre and dispensing
with a Grand Master. It is now a mutilated
and incomplete Grand Lodge, imperfect in its
organization and not constituted legally, accord-
ing to all Masonic prccedent. We pass over the
sad days of the Parisin Commune, and the
mess French Freemasons got into. The only
thing that saved French Freemasoniy then from
universal condemnation and isolation was the
fact of the impotence of the Grand Orient itself,
As a body it was not mixed up with those ridi-
culous and deplorable transactions, though many
of its members individually were, and it was felt
better on all hands not to punish the Grand
Orient for the faults of others, especially as
strictly speaking it dissolved itself. The ruling
spirit of French Freemasonry in Paris, was then
the late Bro. Massol ; he it was who started “ the
Morale Independante,” which practically does
away with everything; he it was who led the
crusade against the Bible and all religious teach-
ing ; his resolution of 1869 is the one carried
in 1877 ; and there can be little doubt but that
fullowing his policy, openly avowed, to do
everything by degrees,” the ascription “ A la
Gloire du Grand Architecte de 1'Univers” is
doomed ere long to disappear also. French Free-
masonry cven now and much more then will
have but fulfilled the prophesy of Monscigneur
Dapanloup, who stated that certainly it would
not remain ““ Deiste,'” but must become “Athe-
iste.,””  Bro. Findel has sought in our pages to
contend that this result has nothing to do with
Atheism and the like, but those who are behind
the scenes, and none know it better than the
eminent Bro. St.Jean himself; are quite aware that
“ pour le moment,” let us hope it is only “ pour
le moment,” the ¢ libres penseurs,” and the
“ esprits forts” have gained the upper hand in
French Freemasonry. If any of our brethren
will study the original discussion some months
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back, (not the last sitting), and rea_d the speechgs
of Bro. Behr and others, they will see what is
the real state of the case, and what is the strong
prevailing apprehension of many good brethren
and true, among the French Free_rpasons ther-n-
selves. We cannotacceptany Jesuitical apologies
or casuistical pleas of mitigation, knowing as
we do the facts of the situation, but must once
again condemn, with sad forebodings for the
future, the recent suicidal act of the Grand
Orient of France: Let us hope that other foreign
Grand Lodges will avoid so great a blunder.
We repeat that we regard the position of foreign
Freemasonry in 1878 with many grave appre-
hensions.

THE “ FREEMASON " IN 1878.

Not quite ten years ago, the ]:‘reemason ﬁrst
appeared in the literary world, a little bantling,
timid, nervous, and unfledged. Like the young
bear of the old story, ““it had all its troubles to
pear.” It was at first, if a labour of love, yet
a “venture’’ of some doubt and no little delicacy.
It appeared in one sense at a propitious t'm:.e.
Masonic literature, after many struggles, which
reminds one of the little * farthing rushlight ™
of ballad celebrity, was in a very hopeless way,
owing, we fairly must admit, to the apathy and
indifference of the Craft. It is just possible, too,
that Masonic literature was in itsclf to blame
not a little, in that we who remember those
more ancient hours, can recall how too much,
far too much, of personality marked the utter-
ances of the day, the normal existence of the
Masonic press. At least such was the com.
plaint we often heard then, and the reason
assigned why a Masonic paper could not bz
better supported, and we can only suppose that
more stirring times, and more exciting questions
than those which greet us now, called forth a
less restrained exercise of the Masenic pen,
But be that as it may, the Freemason azpeared
the I'reemason has continued to appear, the
Freemason still appears, and the I'reemason pros-
pers. Of course, its course has not always been
easy sailing ; it has had it upsand downs, its
seasons of sunshine and its storms. But still it
is a very remarkable success.  Stasted and up-
held by one publisher, with no aid and no sub-
scriptiun list, subsidized by no committee, the
organ of no clique, it has simply appealed to the
open cowit of Masonic criticism, jundgment,
and fair play. It has antagonized none, assailed
none, envied none, opposed none. It has never
condescended to resort to personality or partizan-
ship, it has never bandied words, it has taken
notice of no insinuations, and has laughed at
all malevolence. And here it is to-day, holding
a position never held by a Masonic journal be-
fore, and rapidly increasing in the confidence
and support of a most friendly body of
friends and patrons.  Just now, the Freemason
is read all over the world. Its news is repeated,
its articles quoted in many Masonic journals,
and we have been long and still are truly sensi-
ble of the favour and sympathy with which our
modest lucubrations are received and commented
upon, especially in such Masonic journals as the
Keystone, and the New York Dispateh in America.
And, therefore, the moral we wish to draw is
this, suitable and seasonable at the beginning of
a new year, that success in Masonic literature,
like all other things, though it cannot be guar-
anteed to any as a certainty,will as a general rule
accompany straight-running, plain sailing, fair
dealing, accompanied by a manly sense of inde-
pendence, and a zealous effort to offer a good
article in the open market of trade and barter.
To revert to an old truism of political cconomy,
we require free open trade, and we cannot thrive
on a system of artificial protection, or hartful
“drawbacks.” No doubt in literature there is a
spe=ial consideration : “ does the demand need
the supply ?”" which can only be answered by ex-
perience.  Masonic literature is a very excep-
tional literature, we admit, and many are its
difficulties, but we are inclined to be hopeful.
We see, as we think, manifest signs of improve-
ment, and we certainly may congratulate our-
selves on thesc two facts—first, that had it not
been for our publisher, Freemasonry in England
would have been for years without a literature at
all, and, secondly,

that he has created a literature |

which is alike effective and expanding. To the
Freemason must in great measure be fairly as-
cribed that encouragement which has been given
to the archeological and historical study of our
antiquities and annals.  If in fairness we must
not omit here reference to an older journal, once
ably conducted by our old friend Bro. Henry G.
Warren, yet who, remembering the discussions
and discourses since 1869, but must feel how
much is due to the ever open pages of the Free-
mason.  The Freemason has set its face against
that personality which disgraces Freemasonry,
and that indiscreet publication on ritual questions,
which offends justly so many good Masons.
It has been unsurpassed for the support it has
tendered to our great charities, and while it has
never forfeited its thoroughly independent
character, it has supported, and always will
support, with loyalty and devotion, our Royal
Grand Master and the lawfully constituted Ma-
sonic aothorities. Recalling its past, and realiz-
ing its present, it appeals with coniidence to its
increasing circle of friendsto-day while it seeks,
nct unfairly, to justify the zealous eflorts of its
publisher, and to point to even still greater
success in its efforts to please, to instruct, to
inform, to edify the Craft.

TIME.

‘Who has not heard of that iittle word Time'
which yet sums up in itself one of the greatest
mysteries of all.  For time isalike inmeasurable,
unexplicable, unrestrainable, and unknown. It
is, and it is not. It passes away, and it lives
again. It secems to leave us, and yet it is never-
ending. It has no commencement, no close, no
“ beginning of years or length of days.” And
yet time is the creation of T.G.A.O.T.U., the
Divine Creutor, and will also one day be swal-
lowed up in eternity. But until that better hour
dawns on our weary and waiting world, Time
constitutes one of the most remarkable of facts,
for the appreciation and realization of mortal man.
For Time, curiously enough, is both the season of
ais joys and the limit of his sorrows. It gives
him all he counts most dear, and robs him of all
he cherishes most ; it is at the same time the
cradle and the grave of his personal existence.
There is, perhaps, nothing more mysterlous, more
solemn, more full of marvel and awe, when we
come to consider it, than Time. It has seen the
rise of Oriental Dynasties, and witnessed the
mysterious history of the Hebrew race; it has
looked down on the growth of Grecian culture,
and watched the march of Roman legions. Dor-
ing its progress the dark night of the darkest
ages has yielded to the influence of art, and in-
telligence, and civilization, and religion, and in
all the long annals of Time has the history of
our race been written on its stormy pages with
an adamantine pen, in indelible characters, and
with undoubtable certainty.  What struggles,
what  contests, what wars, what re-
volutions has old Time beheld, and how
before its cold and callons gaze have Kking-
doms and empires come and gone, risen to pre-
eminence, and faded like a dream! But yet,
though this be so, it is perhaps more in the way
in which Time bears on us individually, that we
feel its ilight and enter into its reality. Time
is, Time was, to all of us. Its years suc-
ceed to years carefully and silently, We
almost doubt at times the accuracy of the fact,
the verity of the occurence. It seems, for
instance, but yesterday that we were young,
strong, active, surrounded by dear friends, gifted
with pleasant gifts, starting on our journey, train -
ing for our race. Alas! how Time has sped on
haleyon wings, since youth with its grace or
maturity with its power, were our privilege and
our possession! Alas! how few of us there are
who must not feel that Time past has for us all
but a melancholy and an upbraiding voice. We
might have been so different, from what we are,
and yet we are not; we might have done so
much better than we have done; we might have
been so much more useful citizens of Time than
we have been. To most of us, if not all of us,
Time always seems to speak in a voice of min-
gled pathos and sternness. But Time also has
for us all a special utterance of tenderness and
sympathy. It recalls to us our own life, hushed
voices, vanished forms, the near and the dear

the grace of childhood, the true love of maturity,

the silvery hair, the placid features of old age.
What a wonderful record is that which Time
brings for all of mortal mould, of the wreck, of
the drift, of the salvage, of the seaweed which
line our shore of life. There is avoice from cut
of the very depths of the past hours of Time
which tells us not only that we are all
mortal, but that Time which gives us happiness;
destroys it also with unpitying mien, and that
our whole being is, so to say, summed up in,
bound up with the memory of joys which
have flitted, of loving friends, pleasant faces, no
longer at our sides- But Time does not stop
here ; if it did, poor feeble comforter, it must ever
be, as indeed it is, amid the griefs which affect,
the cares which devour, and the hopes which
startle us all. But Time is ever passing on,
through its own destructive reign, through its
own inherent decay, despite its autocratic author-
ity, to that great eternity of our moral being,

which lies dim and awful, beyond the * Silent
Sea,” That is the great secret and hope of
Time. Its separations are not eternal, its sorrows
are not incurable. No, there is a Great Day of
final appeal, a court of lasting award, when all
these things shall be put to rights.  The hasty
sentence, the perverse judgement, the obloquy,
the ill-fame of time may yet be but a pathway
to an altered condition of all things in another
and a better world, and Kreemasons who re-
member the teaching of our goodly ceremonial,
will always be glad to remember that the undying
and imperishable will yet outlive the passingand
the special attributes of Time. Yet when the

‘ fashions of this world " has at last reached its
limits, Time has after all but prepared the way
for the reign, the laws, the life, the outcome of
Eternity

FREEMASONRY IN 1877.

When the three Masonic Charitable Institu-
tions closed their office dvors yesterday afternoon
the amount of subscriptions, donations, &c., re-
ceived during the year 1877 reached the total
sum of [f42,627 8s. 11d. Of this sum
416,411 19s. 5d. had been received by the
Royal Masonic Benevolent Institution for Aged,
Freemasons and Widows of TFreemasons®
#£14,315 9s. 6d. by the Royal Masonic Instituy
tion for Boys, and s£11.900 by the Royal Ma-
sonic Institution for Girls.  Ia 1956 the total
amount received by the three Institutions was
#£309,600, out of which sum the Boys’ School
were the largest recipicnts, the Benevolent Insti-
tution taking the second place. The lattec
Institution, however, in 1877 heads the list with
a sum larger than that ever yet obtained by any
one of the Masonic Institutions. The Girls?
School, which in 1876 and 1877 was the lowest
onthe list of subscriptions, is the oldest of the
three Institutions ; the Boys' School is the next
in age ; and the Benevolent Institution is the
youngest by nearly half a century. The Girls’
School boards, clothes, and educates 162 girls,
and will daring the present month admit 23
more ; the Boys' School boards, clothes, and
educates 186 boys, and is about to take in alarger
number; and the Benevolent Institution has now
on its books 1.5 aged Freemasons receiving an-
nually £40 each, 130 widows receiving annually
£32 each, and 13 widows receiving annually half
their late husband’s annuities, or £20 each.”

We are pleased to transfer this extract from
the Times of January 1, 1878 to our pages, as
not only a very gratifying announcement ir
itself, but as a tribute from a non-Masonic
paper, to the value and reality of our ancient and
benevolent Craft.

ROYAL MASONIC BENEV OLENT
INSTITUTION.

The first meeting of the Board of Stewards
was held at Freemasons’ Hall, on Thursday, at
4 o'clock, when a large number assembled. 189
Stewards were announced by Bro. Terry. Bro:
Joseph Smith, P.G.P., was elected Chairman ;
Bro. Edward Cox, Treas.; and Bro. James
Terry, Sceretary of the Board of Ste wards. The
amount of deposit was fixed at :£2 2s5. and the
necessary arrangements entered into, A full re-

port of the meeting will appear in our next. The

! next meeting will take place on the 2.4th January}
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[We do nethold ourselves responsible for, or even as approving
of the opinions expressed by our correspondents, but we wish, in
a spirit of fair play to all, to permit—within certain necessary
imits—{ree discussion,—Ep.

THE LANDMARKS OF FREEMASONRY,
To the Editor of the * Freemason.”

Dear Sir and Brother, .

In the Landmarks of Freemasonry are laid down
the fundamental principles of our Craft, togcther with the
ground-plan of the entire edifice.

Our Landmarks consist in :

1. Axiomatic symbols which combine the outward and
visible truth of geometrical axioms with the inward and
spiritual truth of their symbolic nature.  These, before all
things, inculcate belicf in God, the source and Creator of all
things visible and invisible, the Immortality of the Soul
and the Concord and everlasting Harmony between Nature
and Religion, Science and Faith,

2. The architectural features of the lodge; the two
pillars on either side of the entrance, theirsignification ; the
fixed objects within the lodge and their due bearings.

3. The opening and closing of the lodge, together with
the knocks, signs and words of the St. John'’s degrees, and
the consecration of a ladge with corn-or-bread, salt, oil,
and wine.

4. The relative places in the lodge of the W. Master and
the two brother Wardens and, consequently, of the three
Orders of Architecture and the three great lights they
bear.

3. The symbolic signification of the builders’ tools,
derived from their real practical use, and their position in
the lodge.

6. The Master’s key and the symbolic signification of
numbers together with the derivation thereof.

7. The Masonic virtues.

S. The Masonic grecting.

9. The Abacus of the G.A.0.T.U., the holy Bible.

To illustrate these Landmarks and impress them on our
minds the old charges have been drawn up and printed for
the use of the brethren, together with the Book of Constitu-

_ tions, and thesc, though not Landmarks, are the canon and
written law of Freemasonry.

Yours fraternally,

VEerTIL

PINE'S LIST OIF LODGES.
To the Editor of the “Freemason.”
Dear Sir and Brother,—
In looking over the M asonic Revicw, Cincinnati,
U.S.A., 1 notice in the September number, page 344y a
correspondent of the Masonic Record of Western India
writes :=—¢“I have in my possession a very interesting relic
of Freemasonry, in the shape of ‘a list of regular lodges
according to the seniority and constitution; printed for
and sold by J. Pine, Engraver, Little Britian, and in Al-
dersgate-street, and bears date 1719, fifty-four lodges arc
mentioned.’” Knowing how earncstly you, yourself, and
Bro. W. ). Hughan, are scarching for these interesting
relics of Masonry, I trust this excerpt may be of service
to you.  Perbaps, you two might be ableto get some
further information of importance on this subject from the
Masonic Recard of Western India.
Yours fraternally, Geo. R. Harrrorr,
P,G.M. Wigtown and Kirkcudbright,

THE GRAND ORIENT OF FRANCE,
To the Editor of the Scottish ¢ Freemason.”
Dear Sir and Brother,—

Since my last letter to you on this subject the
Grand Lodge of England and the Grand Committee of
Scotland have practically endorsed the decision of the
Grand Lodge of Ircland. The Grand Lodge of England
has unanimously referred the matter to a committce, to
show that they do not act hastily but deliberately, and to
~nable the French Lodges that have remained true to the
Order ain opportunity of emancipating themselves from the
sentence to be passed on the Grand Orlent and its adherents,
In like manner, the Grand Committce of Scotland has
taken up the question, and will veport on it in February,
It is particularly to be noticed that the mecting of the
Grand Lodge of England was unusually crowded, showing
how important the question was considered by the mem-
bers of the English Craft. May our mecting in February

be as large and as unanimous.

Yours fraternally,
Gero. R, HarriorT,

P.G.M. Wigton and Kirkcudbright,

THE ORDER OF MALTA.
To the Editor of the Times.

Sir,—An anonymous correspondent, under the nom
de plume of the Marquis of Carabas, K.G, and
who asserts that he is a member of the Order of
Malta, is justly scvere in The Times of the 24th
inst. upon thosc who assume styles and titles to which
they have neither right nor claim, but since he}in-
cludes among such pretenders a lamented friend whose
death appeared in your obituary of the 1oth inst.,, making
an attempt to disparage the high character of an honour-
able man, and at the same time a covert attack upon a
body with which T am officially connected, I must ask you
to grant me the opportunity of a reply to him. As Sccre-
tary of the Order of St, John of Jerusalem in England, 1
confirm the announcement made in your columns that the
late Richard Woolfe, F.S,A., was the Registrar of that con-
fraternity, and I take occasion to express the regret with
which T am compelled to vindicate the character of one
who was truth and uprightness itsclf, and above all sus-
picion of being in any sense of the word a pretender.

But as the remark of your anonymous correspondent—
who evidently wilfully ignores the seal position of the

Order of St. John in England—may lead to some miscon -
ception in the minds of your readers as to the legitimacy
of the claims of that body and its relations to the (Roman
Catholic) Order of Malta, I must ask you to give publicity
to the following extract from a protest lodged in 1874 by
the English Langue of the Order of St. John in the Lord
Chamberlain’s Office, in repiy to attacks which have been
made from time to time by the Roman Order of Malta
upon their Protestant confreres :—

‘ That altbough the Grand Priories of Italy and Ger-
many may, as alleged, be the only sections of the Order
which are in communion of jurisdiction and obedience
with the RomansCouncil, yet this fact in no maunner inter-
feves with the law ful existence of those sections of the Qrder
which are not alsu in] such communion and obedience.
That the Order lawfully exists in Russian Priories of the
Greck Church, in Brandenburg, and England, professing
the Protestant faith, and that communion with and obedi-
cence to the Roman Council is not necessary to its validity
in any of these countries, or in any other State in which it
may have lawful being.”

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant,
E. A. H. LECHMERE, Sccretary and Receiver
of the Order of St. John cf Jerusalem
in England.
Rhydd Court, Upton-on-Severn, Decc. 26.

To the Edilor of the Times.

Sir,=—The practice of assuming styles or titles secms to
me on the increase. People scem not to realise the incon-
venience to the community at jarge of such a practice,
Within a few days I have noticed the following instances:
—A rev, clergyman of the Established Church appended to
bis name the letters, ¢ O.S.B.”" (Order of St. Benedict).
Every onc knows that this is a Catholic religious order
which has existed for some 1 4 centuries, has its own officers,
and is in every respect as well defined a body as, say, the
Benchers of Lincoln’s-inn, with their society, or the three
battalions of the Riflc Brigade. Then, I read in The Times
last weck o letter from a gentleman who appended to his
name the style of * Apostolic Prothonotary.” Hereagain
the College of Prelates bearing this title is one of the most
ancient carporations of the Roman Court; 1 look in vain
in the official list for this gentleman’s name ; in other words,
it is a fancy title which he has bestowed on himself, as
words somctimes gain or lose a letter, ““for the sake of
euphony,” 1 suppose. Again in your obituary onc day
this weck I read the demise of 2 very respectable member
of a learned socicty who is declared to have been Registrar
for many years of the Order of St. John of Jcrusalem, in
England. Being a member of this Order, commonly called
the Order of Malta, which has its own officers and official
lists, I beg to say that no such person belongs or ever did
belong toit. Where is this sort of thing to stop? Isit
competent for me, for instance, to style myself a Master in
Chancery, a Colonel in the Coldstream Guards, or a Fellow
of Trinity College, Cambridge, although as a fact I have
none of those honourable dignities ?  Perhaps you may
deem my inquiry worthy of a small space in The Times. If
we are to assume what titles we please and describe our-
selves as members of any honourable body to which we do
not belong, I have no hesitation in choosing the titles which
most attract me, and signing myself, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Tue Marguis or Caranas, K.G.

[In commending these letters to the notice of all our
readers we wish to say thatas regards the historical point
raised by our worthy Bro. Sir E. A. H. Lechmere, we
should like to have some historical evidence on the sub-
ject. What are historically the facts of the case as respects
the perpetuation and continuation of the Order of_St. John
in England ?>~Ebp.

ASYLUM FOR FATHERLESS CHILDREN.
To the Tditor of the * Frcemason”

Dear Sir and Brother,—

Will you kindly allow me to ask any of your
readers who may happen to be subscribers to the Asylum
for Fatherless Children at Reedham, Surrey, to give me
their votes for Arthur Thomas Mitchell, aged 10} years.
He is the son of the late Mr. William Mitchell, printer,
Sudbury, Suffolk, who died from a painful internal diseasc
about two ycars ago. The applicant is one of four child-
ren, {one of whom is a cripple), all entirely dependent
upon their mother, who isa most respectable person, and
who carries on a small business as a dressmaker.  The
casc is onc well worthy of support, and, as in consequence
of the boy’s age it must be his last application, the old
proberb, “bis dat qui cito dab,” is perfectly true in this
case, 1 shall be most happy to supply any further infor-
mation that may be required,

I may mention that Mrs. Mitchell is a Congregational-
list, and that the ~ase is warmly supported by the Rev. J.
Hollier, Congregaticnal minister at Sudbury, aswell as by
the rector, Canon Molyneux, and several other well-known
persons in the neighbourhood, and that I shall be glad to
receive any proxics with which I may be favoured, not
later than the 12th January.

Believe me, yours very faithfully and fraternalily,

CuarLes J. Martyyn, P.G.C,,
Rector of Melford, Suffolk, and
Rural Dean, D.P.G.M. for Suffolk,
Dec. 31st., 1877.

ANTIQUITY OF INSURANCE.
To the Editor of the Times,

Sir,—I am much indebted to # Cantab® for his draw-
ing my attention to the earliest note of insurance, which
is ta be found in ancient Indian literature. The point with
which I intended to deal in the portion of my lecture on
the Talmud referred to was the introduction of the practice
of insurance into Europe, 1 find that several authorities

of the postal service on New Year's Day.

are quoted by Mr. Hendriks in his contributions te the his-
tory of insurance—uviz., the Florentine historian Giovanni
Villani, Cleirac, in his “Les us de Coutumes de 1a Mer,”
and the great French “ Encyclopédie.”  These fully con.
firm the statement I made, that insurance was introduced
in Europe by the Jews; and 1 quoted the interesting pas-
sage from the Talumd (Baby Kamma, p. 116) to indicate
the probable source of that valuable jnvention.
I am, Sir, yours obediently, HERMANN ADLER,

Bayswater, Dec. 26,
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A HAPPY NEW YEAR.
To the Editor of the * Freemason.”

Dear Sir and Brother,

. Will you grant me space to ask if any brother
will render this a really “ Happy New Year ” to a * dis-
tressed Mason,” by finding him some oceupation of trust,
for which he is well fiited in cvery respect, and for the
proper discharge of the dutics of which his friends will give
substantial guarantees?

He has been a manufacturer in a large way of business,
but the depression of trade has overcome him.

Fraternally yours, ‘W, Tesss.

P.S.—All particulars will be given in answer to replies,
addressed to the Rev. William Tebbs, Ashwick Lodge,
Caterham Valley.

CHRISTMAS CARDS.
To the Editor of the Times.

Sir,~We have to facc a new great “social evil.” At a
quarter past four on this Christmas Day at Clifton,
the pestman is just delivering his morning letters at the
house I am temporarily staying at.  In other words, the
legitimate correspondence of the country has been delayed
seven hours in crder that cartloads of children'’s cards
may be delivered.  We arc a curious people.  The habit
of sending wedding cards, based upon a sensible object, is
being rapidly thrust aside ; and yet the whole population
—men, women, and children—scems suddenly to have
given itself up to the stationers and fancy shops and their
cndless varicty of Christmas and New Year's cards,
People sit down with pen in hand, and envelopes and
postage-stamps before them, and bring up from the depths
of their inner consciousness the names of people of whom
they krow little, and for whom they care less, to address,
in order to swell out the total number they may despatch,
as forming a ground of beasting. On the other hand, the
number received by the individual and the family are re-
counted with a zest and pride marvellous for its childish-
ness,  We shall have a repetition of this disarrangement
Valentine’s
Day isa “ flea-bite” to it. | dare say that some will say
that this complaint is very cynical and very morose. Not
doubting that in many cases the sending of cards may
serve a very useful purpose and represent genuine regard,
I maintain that it has now become a huge national play-
thing, which has definite evils and inconveniences in its
train. It is like the “ Boat-race,” and the * Harrow and
Eton match,” and will, 1 trust, disappear as suddenly as
* spelling bees * and most of therinks,  'When Mary Ann
the maid can boast of as many Christmas cards as her
mistress or the young ladies, it will soon go out of favour.
Meanwhile, if the present fever continues, I commend it to
the Chancellor of the Exchequer as affording a clueto a
very productive tax. It would beat the Match Tax, at all
events.

Yours obediently,

M.P.

Clifton, Bristol, Dec. 23.

[We quite endorse the graphic complaint of ¢M.P.” to
the Times.~—Ep.]

A QUERY.
To the Edilor of the ** Freemason

Dear Sir and Brother,—

In answer to your correspondent ¢ Lex,” in your
is suc of the 8th ult,, you state that a Chaplain, not being
a ~ P.M., would nevertheless sit on the dais to th e right
of the W, M,

Supposing the Treasurer not to bea P.M., would he
cqually sit on thedais? and if so would both these prin-
ciples hold good in a Mark as well as a Craft Lodge.

Yours [raternally, A WM. Designate.
7 (In a Craft Lodge the Treasurer dues not necessarily sit
ou the dais.—Ep.]

DANGERS o¥ THE ST. BERNARD.—Thé Swiss
Times says that on the 25th of November, five travellers
started about 1 p.m, from the Cantine of Proz for the
Great St. Bernard.,  Snow was falling thickly and a
violent north wind was blowing it along in blinding clouds,
still, notwithstanding the remonstrances of the proprietor
of the cantine, they determined to continue their journey.
Night overtook them at the bridge of Mudry, about an
hour's distance from the convent. Three of the party soon
after became so exhausted that they were unible to pro-
ceed, but the others started outfor the hospital, where they
arrived about 3 a.m., having mistaken their way and
wandered about several hours in the dark.  The monks
immediately set out for the rescue of the other three, tak-
ing with them their dogsand a gcod supply of restoratives,
and after some hard work they succceded in- discovering
them—onc dead, and the legs and arms of the other two
frozen. Cne of the two survivors died shortly after his
removal to the hospital, but the other is in a fair way to
recovery.  Calamities of this kind are likely to become
more frequent on the St. Bernard, as the Cantinelof Proz,
which forms so welcome a shelter for travellers, is about to
be closed, the Government of the Canton Valais having re-
fused to continue the payment of the annual subsidy for
its support.
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“La Chaine d'Union.”

We are happy to note and to inform our brethren that
this interesting French periodical, so ably edited by Bro.
Hubert, has distinguished itself by its clear and decided
views of the extreme folly of the last revolutionary act of
the Grand Orient of France, We do not mean to say that
Bro. Hubert and ourselves agree perhaps in every particu-
lar, but we are pleased to find that he accepts our general
view of the situation, that Freemasonry is neither atheis-
tical nor sectarian, and that the recent change by the
Grand Orient of France in their Constitution, on the absurd
plea of toleration, is as jesuitical as it is peurile.

¢ The Garden Oracle for 1878." Edited by SuirLzy
Hissero.—Gardeners’ Magazine Office, 11, Ave
Maria Lane.

We have received and read this ¢ Horticaltural Year
Book *? with pleasure and interest. It is 2 most valuable
book for practical gardeners and unpractical amateurs,
and the careful reader will find it most-worthy of his
attentive consideration. To all who value a garden—and
no more pleasurable and healthy enjoyment exists,—we
commend this little work because it is for all who busy
themselves in garden work, a very useful vade mecum.
We have often thought how much better people are em-
ployed looking after their pansies, and roses, and carna-
tions, to say nothing of geraniums, and tending their
Marie Louise, their Louise Bonne, their Josephine de
Malines,and even their Bishops' Thumbs, for instance, than
mixing themselves up in much of the noise and folly
and deception of the great Vanity Fair of human life.
But as we do not wish to bore our readers with too much
philosophy at this season, we stop here. We are among
those who like both flowers in our garden and fruit trees
on our walls, and we confess to have a great weakness
for flowers and fruit,  And we can realise no greater
enjoyment than to see how our ‘ Noblesse” ¢ oblige”
or our “ Royal George ” behaves, to watch the grapes in
our hothouses, the apricots and nectarines on our hot
walls, Indced we have often found Masonic teaching in
the contemplation of the careful cultivation of our fruit
trees, keeping before us thatitis always well to remember
that other things require training besides trees, and that
this life of ours is a training and a cultivation, not for the
luxuriance of blossom only, but also for the perfection of
fruit. We grow, however, so didactical and so sentimental
that we will close our remarks. We recommend the
“ Garden Oracle” to all who wish to study and realise the
progress of the season and the dzvelopment of floricaltural
life.

“Angels and Men,” by WirLiax Ssmitu.—Nisbet and Co,,
21, Berners Street.

No one can say that we do not live in a poctically in-
clined age, for ours just now isa * plethora™ of poetic
lucubrations of countless kinds. Indeed, it is a very re-
markable fact in itself, this production of poetry, which is
going on at a rapid rate amongst us. We do not say that
all the poetry we have to run over is of the same standard,
for there is ¢ poetry and poetry,” as we all know; and
though no doubt much that comes forth into publicity is
not read at all, there is a residuum which is undoubtedly
very striking and very real. As long as the world lasts
tastes will differ and opinions vary as to what is interest-
ing and effective in poctic efforts, and the question, “What
is Poctry 2 scems capable of more than one answer, for
it is quite clear that the admirer of Longfellow, for instance,
may not feel himself at home wilh Swinburne ; the reader
of Lord Houghton may not care much for Rossetti; the
disciple of Praed may doubt Browning, and the believer
in Tennyson may shake his head at Cholmondeley
Parnell; he who believes in John Keble may not realise
Edgar Poe, And yet we venture to think that the great
academe of poetry may well include these various classes,
as it is indeed a fair champaign, and presents, as it
were, before our wondeiing eyes a marvellous growth
of goodly trees, differing in species, size, and value.
We therefore ask for toleration as regards our poctic
writers of to-day, as we belong to that eclectic school in
respect to poetry which can read Matthew Arnold and enjoy
Frederick Leckyer ; which can sympathise with Austin Dob-
son, and the Boudoir Ballads, while we equally wonder
at Mr. Morris, and delight in the promise of numerous
writers among the *“oi polloi” of poetry. For poetry
seems always to be a great school of toleration and de-
velopment. "It is idle to lay down a standard and say
none are pocts who do not come up to it, We might as
well proclaim ¢ Paradise Lost” as the ne plus ultra of
poctic excellence, and excommunicate Butler, Dryden, Pope,
Cowper, Gray, or proclaim our faith in Klopstock's
‘ Messiah” and ostracise Geibel and Platen, and Heine,
and Strachwitz, and Zeidlitz, and Chamisso. If in any-
thing we ought to keep clear of mouthing dogmatism, it
Is as regards poctry. We therefore think that though
“Angels and Men™ may appear to somc uninter-
esting and overstrained, it is a little book worth some study
and some consideration. Of course a poem in four books
in blank verse is a serious undertaking, especially in an
age of carsory and careless reading, But the passages we
have dipped into, here and there, (let the reader note our
honestavowal), we'are much pleased with, nasmuch as most
unlike some of the polished utterances of the hour, they
are neither full of scepticism nor irreligion. They neither
suggest doubt or palliate immorality, The writer has
C‘chrly a facile flow of words, and a pleasant adjustment
of ideas, and we agree with him in his view of man’s life-
long conflict, his needs and his aids, his hopes and his
fianggrs, his safety, his rest, and his reward. The work
1s dedicated to the Poct Laureate, and will, we doubt nat,

be read and admised by many of our brethren,

“ A Bock of Episodes,” by J. M. Chanson ; Dean and Son,
Fleet-strect.!

We took up this little work with interest, we put it down
with astonichment. We had stumbled upon a new
language, new ideas, new emotions, new sympathies, The
five episodes which make up this wonderful little volume
are respectively entitled  “ The episode of Farnham
Priory,” ¢ El,Santo Rosarie,” * Clytemnestra and Agamem-
non,” ¢ John Mainwaring fecit,” “The last Cruise of
the Concordia.” Threc of them are all equally affecting»
cqually moving, and equally awe-inspiring. We are told
on first-rate female authority, whese exactness we do not
doubt, that we have in these episodes the vernacular of
our young men, the language in which they condescend to
make love and to enquirc for a *‘cigar,” or to politely
request an harmless infusion of B. and 8. It is always
pleasant in this dull world of ours to find some * new
delight,”’ some unexpected emotion, and we confess that
the perusal of this book of * Episodes ” has opened out to
us a new region of thought, experiences and language.
We say nothing of the plots uf the episodes, of the stories
per se, the teaching they offer, the “ moral ” they convey.
They are somcthing so peculiar that we cannot
possibly criticize them on any ground of analogy or
normal construction. They remind us strongly of
certain  “ penuy dreadfuls” which we are assured are
eagerly perused by our young men, such as the * Bounding
Panther of the Ceaseless Prairie,” the “Lone Virgin
of the Cannibal Islands,” the ¢ Vindictive Monk of the
Deserted Monastery,” and “the Midnight Visitor of the
Ruined Chateau.” We should not so much object to the
thrilling narratives, and the weird tales, the actual horrors
and the suggested sersationalism, because we know that
unfortunately such is the taste of the hour, and though too
we deem such a profusion nf mystery aweand crime, a
mistaken usc of the imaginative power and a decided injury
to morals and good taste amongst us. But we do most
loudly protest against the grammar; it is unlike anything
we have ever read before. Sentences there are without a verb,
though with plenty of adjectives and notes of exclamation ;
paragraphs also abound in which it is impossible to say
which is the predicate, which the subject. Indced, there
arc places in which we can find nothing but mysterious
hyphens and alarming notes of admiration.

Now we do not wisli to seem to be too severe, but we feel
strongly that such a peculiar use, such a stringing together
of words can only end in positive barbarism, in a fearful
retrogression of our “ English tongue.” But having said
this, we may add that if any of our readers want plenty
of romance and plenty of the ecmotional, if they want to
sup off horrors, and be alternately excitzd and depressed,
we certainly admit that they can easily be satisfied by
reading this Book of Episodes, We shall not be even
unprepared to hear that the book™is much read, and more
thought of, for it is *“ bizarre " enough to please any on=,
But as candid reviewers we have expressed our opinion
honestly, manfully and in good faith.

We add one little sentence as an illustration of what we
deem pure nonsense and incorrect English 1—

“He had been many years away-—changed as he
was none knew him till he told.” Told what? It scems
the writer wishes to convey the idea, that he told the re-
tainers, (young men's word for servants), that he was the
brother of course of the ‘murdered one ! for the terse
writer goes on to say—* But when he tald,” (again weask
what ?)  “all these retainers of the place rejoiced.”

Isthis English ? We venture to say, No!

We may add that * Clytemnestra and Agamemnon "’
can hardly properly be called sensational, or the Last
Cruise of the Concordia either, though in both the grammar
is equally defective, according to our rccollections of
Lindley Murray.
“Bicentenary Memorial of the Lodge, Canongate, Kilwin-

ning, 2oth Necember, 1877.”

We have received this most interesting little memorial.
So interesting' do we deem it, that we have written to learn
if we can get permission to reprint it for the information of
our English Freemasons in the ¢ Masonic Magazine,” with
the facsimiles, as we could not dilate upon it here to our
satisfaction withaut greatly exceeding the normal modest
limits of reviews in the Freemason,

ROMAN CATHOLIC OPPOSITION.

The evidence is continually accumulating which indi-
cates the bitter hostility of feeling entertained against
Masonry on the part of the Roman Catholic Church.
High Papal authorities, including even the Pope himself,
put forth their proclamations against the Institution, and
pronounce anathemas upon every Roman Catholic Free-
mason. A stern discipline is sought to be enforced against
any followers of the Church who may be rash enough to
enrol themsclves members of the fraternity, So it is,
the priest refuses to give the dying Mason the consolation
of the rites of the Church until he has renounced Mason-
ry; and so it is, if the Catholic Mason dics without ab-
juring the Institution, he will be most likely to be denied
Christian burial according to the forms of the Church in
which he had membership. Two cases in point have re-
cently come to light,—one in this country and onein
England. In the latter case the man was a devout
Catholic no less than a faith{ul Mason, He wasan excise
ofticer and of good reputation ; dying suddenly no oppor-
tunity was given to demand recantation of him as the
price of extreme unction. When, however, the family of
the deceased sought to arrange for his burial in the Roman
Catholic Cemetery, and requested the parish priest to
officiate at the funeral, they were met by the reply that
the man who had died was a Frcemason. and therefore
could not be buried in consecrated ground. Canon

| Walker, the priest in charge, said that it was contrary to

the rules of his Church to inter a member of any secret
soclety; and he seemed by no means unwilling to use
the occasion to show his own hostility to Masonry, and to
make clear the position occupied by the Church he repre-
sented. A Protestant clergyman was called in, and the
service of the Church of England was read over the de-
ceased Catholic, who was buried as a heretic in consecrated
ground—his only offence being that at the time of his
death he was a Mason in good and regular standing-

It hardly seems possible that such bigotry and intoleran ce
should be manifested in these latter days, or that the Roman
Catholic authorities should carry their opposition to Masonry
to such an extent, But other evidence is not wanting to
prove the bitter and undiminished hostility of Papacy to the
Craft. The allocutions of Pius the Ninth may not be quite
s0 severe, as to how the Church shall deal with Masons,
as were the proclamations of some of his predecessors.
Threats of the Inquisition may no longer be fulminated,
but the spirit of the present Pope, as shown in the papers
he has put forth—the Bulls and Edicts regarding Masonry
—is as hard and intolerant as was the temper of Clement
himself. The Roman Catholic authorities and leaders are
all in accord on this subject. Priests, teachers, editors—
all join in misrepresenting the character and purposes of
Freemasonry, and in denouncing members of the Catholic
Church who may seek to affiliate with the Craft. Thus
the Catholic Universe deemed itself justified in ridiculing
the recent Templar gathering at Cleveland, and indulging
in sneers at the manifestations made by the Order in
religion’s name.  Men of all classes, professions, and faiths
decorated their residences on the day of the great display
in the Forest City ; only Roman Catholics kept their houses
closed and put forth no sign of greeting. Just now the
Baston Pilat is severely exercised because the civil authori-
tics have asked the Masons to dedicate the soldier’s
monument in Boston. It scizes the occasion to cry out
against the Order and to influence its readers, and, <o far
as possible, the Roman Catholic community, against the
Institution. This is to be cxpected. Papacy was never
tolerant. Its genius is in the line of illiberality, restraint,
persccution, It will allow no secrets among its followers
that the Church cannot penetrate. It will recognise and
approve no organisation that it cannot control. Its oppo-
sition must be counted upon, first, last, always.—Free-
mason’s Repository.

altuw i Parbo; ov Fgonic Hotes
and Queries.

A CURIOUS MASTER MASON'S CERTIFICATE.

To the Lditor of the * Freemason.”

Dear Sir and Brother,—

A day or two ago a friend and brother of mine
showed me a parchment document, in MS,, a little less in
size than half a sheet of foolscap, which he had turned up
in rummaging amongst a lot of family papers. The docu-
ment in question bears the following :—

‘! Fleece Lodge, in Barnstaple, No. 281,
“To the Right Worshipful the Master and Wardens of
every perfect regular constituted Lodge,

“ This is to aquaint you, and all true and faithful
Brethren, that Richard Browne, the barer hercof, was
rais'd to the degrece of a Master Mason, in our Lodge, the
27th of December, 15653 and, as a sober, worthy, honest
Brother we recommend him, and as one may do honour
to the Craftt, Sealed with our Lodge Scal, the Gth Janu-
ary, 1766, A.M. 5;60.

¢ John Peters, Mr.

“ I. Place, S.W.

# George Rooke, J.W,

“ Awth. Page, P.M.

‘ Richard Rooke, Secretary.”

The red wax of the seal, I may mention, is almost de-
faced, and is impressed on a strip of corded ribbon, proba-
bly a light bluc at one time, but now faded. I have before
heard of travelling certificates being presented to brothers
in the old times—is this one? Fleece Lodge, No. 281,
also, I find does not exist in Barnstaple; but in its place
is Loyal Lodge, No. 2351, founded in 1783. Perhaps some
old member of the latter can say when Fleece Lodge
collapsed.

Yours fraternally, Drvasousr.

WHAT IS A FREFMASON?
Is a question very often asked.

I will tell you what he is like and what he is? He is
like a fox for cunning, a dove for tameness, a lamb for
innocence, a lion for boldness, a bee for industry, and a
sheep for usefulness. A word oneach: he is cunning
cnough to become a man (i.c. a Freemason) ; he is tame
enough to continue onc; he is innocent enough to deserve
to be one; he is fierce enough to be worthy of being one;
by contributing like the bee in summer for winter he con-
tinues to be one; and like a sheep he is not only doing
good to himself, but to those who may be acquainted with
or dependent on him. Nay! he is a dutiful child, an af-
fectionate parent, a tender husband, a faithful servant, a
good master, a peaceful neighbour, a loyal subject, a wise
king, a just ruler, and a trae friend ; full of affiction to
his brethren, faithful to bis friends, generous to his
enemies, warm with compassion to the unfortunate, self-
denying to little private interests and happiness; mag-
nanimous without being proud, humble without being
mean, just without being harsh, on whose word we can
centirely rely, whose professions of kindness are the effu-
siuns of his heart, onein fine, whom, independently of
any views of advantage, we should choose for a superior,
could trust as a friend, and could love as our brother fromn
the same parent, * This is a Freemason according to
Freemasonry.”

Yours fraternally, A BroTHER,
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FREEMASONRY IN SCOTLAND.

The annual meeting of Mother Kilwinning Lodge was
held on the 21st ult. in the hall of the lodge, There wasa
large muster of brethren, Bros. R WL Cochran-Patrick of
Woodside, Depute Provineial Grand Master for Ayrshire,
presiding. The lodee having been duly opened in the
first degree, and some routine business trapsacted, the
following office-hearers were unanimously appointed =—
Coloncl Mury, BLP.,, ROWDM. and Provincial G for
Ayishize 3 Sir James Fergusson, Bart., Past Provincial
Pro. GAL; Patrick Buins, D. M. 5 J. Carrathers, S.0M., R.
Montgomerie, ALP., Proxy Master ; J. A. Ferguson, P.S. W
John Tweed, P.J.W,; ], Gibson, 8.\W.; J. Gillespie, J.W.;
Revs. J. Gillespie, WL Lee Ker, John Sime, and Alexander
Inglis, Chaplains ; Robert Wylie, Secretary 5 John Winton,
Treasurer 5 Robert Aird, 8.D.; George Jack, [J.D.;
William Parves, 8.8.;3 W, Patersan, j.8. 35 James Craw-
ford, B.B. ; John Armstrong, jun.,, architect ; C. Aitken,
1.G. ; C. Breekenridge, Tyier.

Bro, Wylie read a letter from the Rev. George
Lakeman (a member of the lodge), dated Portsoy, De-
cember, 1.4, stating that he was somewhat pained that he
had to call attention to the recent action taken by the
Grand Orient of  Ilance in having struck out of its
preliminary declaration the words which express belief in
the existence of God and the immortality of the soul. He
looked upon this as a great calamity. He had cbserved
that the Irish Grand Lodge had promptly passed a resolu-
tion regretting and strengly protesting against the action
of the French Grand Orient in this matter; and he
understood  that the Grand Lodge of England had ap-
pointed a committee to report upon the subject.  Bro.
Lakeman thought that Mother Kilwinning ought not to
remain silent, because, were she doing so, it would give
colour to the asscrtion sometimes made that Freemasonry
was cnly an cmpty shadow, without substance or
form—without a meaning. He thorefore suggested that
the Mother Lodge should pass a resolution in words sim-
ilar to the following :-=*That we, thc members of the
Mother Ledge of Kilwinning, beg respectfully to call the
attention of the Grand Lodge of Scotland to the unfortu-
nite step which has bzen taken by the Grand Orient of
France, whereby a belief in the existence of God and the
immortality of the soul is expunged from its fundamental
principles, and to exjpress the hope that some step will be
taken by which the Freemasons of Scotland may give
expression of the surrow they feel that their brethbren and
friends should have so acted.”  Bro. Lakeman further said
that between seventy and eighty French lodges had pro-
tested azainst the change, and he submitted that Mother
Kilwinning Lo!ge ought to do all in their power to sup-
port thase lodges in the stand they were making for the
right.

Bro. Cochran-Patrick agreed that they should take the
actien suggested in that letter, for no doubt the Grand
Orient had struck at the very foundation of Masonry when
they made such achange.  He had found in Denmark,
Sweden, and Norway that the Lodge Mother Kilwinning
was regauded with great respect, and he believed that any
resolution which she passed on the step taken by the
Grand  Orient would have great effect. He proposed a
resolution in the terms suggested in the Jetter, and thought
that 2 copy should be sent to the Grand Lodge of Scot-
land and Grand Orient of France.  (Applause.)

Bro. J. G. Halket scconded the resolution, which was
unanimousiy adopted.

The Lodge Mmber Kilwinning celebrated their annual
festival in the cvening, and was visited by large deputa-
tions from the following dauglter lodges, beaded by
thuir respective Masters, namely, 8t. Andrew's, Kilmarnock,
1265 St Andrews, Irvine, 1495 St. John (Kilwinning),
Beith, 1573 'Thistle and Rose, Stevenston, 169 5 Blair,
Dalry, 2903 aud Neptune  (Kilwinning), Ardrossan, 442,
A wost happy and enjoyable evening was spent.

SWEDENBORGIAN RITE IN
LIVERPOOL.

On Wednesday, the 1gth December, the first lodge
under the beautiful ritual, viz ¢ The Royal Oscar Lodge
and Temple, No, g, was consccrated by the P.G.M. for
Lancashire, Bro. Major George Turner, at the Compton
Hotel, Church Street. After the consecration Bro. Thomas
Clark, P, 673, P.Z, 6733 and holding many other
offices in Masonry, was duly installed as the first W,
Master, and the following officers were appointed to their
respective positions : Bros. W, T. May, P.M,, 673, and
1393; as S.W. Thos, Robats, P.M. 673, as J.W.;
John Lloyd, DM, 249, M, of C.; J. Wood, (Freemason)
Registrar R, Poarson, P.M, 673, Treasurer; W, Bracken-
bury, Sccrctary; H. Marshall, Chaplain ; Lewis Herman,
Marshall ; D. Jackson, S.D. H. Burrows, W.M. 673,
JD. John Hughes, P, 220, Standard Bearer 3 John
Atkinson, Sword  Bearer ; John Seddon, Herald; John
Lolly, Scnr. Steward 5 James Sampson, 2nd, Steward 3
W. J. Halcham, 3rd. Steward; and Thos. Smyth,
Pursvivant.,  After the initiation of John Seddon by the
WAL, the brethren adjourned to refreshment, when the
usual loyal and Masonic toasts were given and responded
to.  Allusion was made by the ING.ML, Bro. Major

seorge Turaar, and the WML, tthe spirited and very

successful mmner in which the lodge had been established,
and which promises to be the largest and best worked
lodge in the province, teing only  staried  within the
presert month, and already 2 Jarge nuniber of brethren
have joined, It was expected that the splendid jewdd
of the Order would have been ready for the meme.
bers, but no doubt the Masonic jeweller having it in hand
will complete it before the forthcoming Annual Ball,

Obitwary,

BRO. RICHARD WOOLFE.

Bro. Wuolfe was descended of an old family formerly
scated at  DMadeley, in Shropshire, where one of his
ancestors, a Roman Catbolic gentleman of that name,
afforded a rfuge and hospitality to King Charles the
Second, teeing from his signal defeat at Worcester, in
1051, The deccased gentleman had Jately changed the
orthography of his name—originally “ Woof *—to
“ Woolfe,” Bro. Woolfe was Town Clerk of Worcester and
as such, possessed ample scope for the pursuit of local
history and antiquitics in the large collection of MSS.
and printed records confided to his keeping.  These he
not only carefully examined himself, but willingly
afforded facilities for others to inspect who were engaged
in the same pursuit. We are assured by Mr. Noake that
the deceased Bro. greatly assisted hin in the preparation
of his recently-published work, entitled ¢¢ Worcestershire
Relics,”” which fact is gracefully acknowledged by the
author in the dedication of the volume to him.

Bro. Woolfe's great and principal work, however—per-
formed during his time of office of Town Clerk—was in
collecting and arranging all the municipal records, books,
maps, documents, and pictures in the possession of the
Corporation, with such interesting additions as he could
procure, cither by purchase or the frec contribution of the
citizens, and comvpiling a catalogue of the same, which was
printed in the year 18%4. This was a woik involving
great Jabour and some personal sacrifice, which, however,
was cheerfully undergone by Bro. Wadlfe for the benefit
of thecity. The Corporation at his request made a grant
for constructing a strong room for the reception of this
valuable collection.  He also presented them with an oil
pertrait of Charles Il., to be hung in the Council
Chamber.

Bro. Woolfe, who devoted a good deal of spare time to
historical, archaological, and gencalogical studies, was a
fellow of the Antiquarian, of the Royal Historical, and
other literary societies, to whose transactions he occasion-
ally contiibuted some interesting papers. He was onc of
the original founders of the Worcester Architectural Socicty
and thz Archwological Club, contributing papars to the
latter, some of which were subsequently printed, inclading
one on “The Seal and Arms of the City of Worcester," a
statement of ¢ "I'ne personal expenses of Charles i1 in the
City of Worcester, 1651,” also a description of the portraits
in the Guildhall,

Bro. Woolfe was an active and esteemed member of our
Masonic Order, contributing to the lore of the society, to
the recognition of its principles, and the advancement of
universal brotherhood,  He had filled the offices of W.M,
of the Worcester Lodge, 280, and First Principal of St.
Wulstan's Royal Arch Chapter, besides important offices
in the Provincial Grand Lodge of Worcestershire,  He was
one of the founders of the St. Amand Encampment of
Knights Templar, mecting in Worcester, of which he
was the first Eminent Commander.  As a Deputy
Provincial Grand Commander of the Order he was
corresponding Secretary in the dominion of Canada, with
the rank of Past Provincial Grand Commander. He had
also filled the chairs in other superior grades of Free-
masonry, and was a member of the 32nd Degree of the
Ancient and Accepted Rite. He took a leading part in
promoting the Maesoric testimonial in the shape of a
superb stained glass window in the Cathedral to the late
cminent Bro. Joseph Bennett 5 and in the other painted win-
dow there presented by the Grand Lodge of Worcestershire.
In these, Bro. Woolfe’s acquaintance with the arts of anti-
quarian design, and his thorough imbuement with, and
profound appreciation of, the mysterious and science-teem-
ing emblems of Freemasonry enabled him to render the
most efficient service,

Bro. Woolfe joined the Order of St. John in 1867, and
up to the time of his illness he took the greatest possible
interest in its charitable work, In 1869 the dict system
of relief, which had been employed with regard to con-
valescent patients of some of the London hespitals, was
introduced by the order into Worcester,  From that time
many of the convaleicent patients of Worcester Dispensary
have received relief in the form of nourishing food, by
which means a large number of persons recovering from
sickness, who are depending on their toil for their daily
bread, have been enabled to return  to their work sooner
thar. otherwise could possibly bave been the case.  In this
labour of love for his poorer brethren Bro, Woolfe tock
a most active part, as he recognised in the system one of
the best means of employing the charitable funds of the
Order to which he was su devotedly attached.  As far as
his services in this dircction are concerned, his loss is irre-
parable. But it was not only in Worcester that his ser-
vices to the Order were so valuable and highly appreciated
by the members, From the intimate knowledge which
he had of the history of the Order, and in consideration
of other special qualifications which he possessed, he was
selected in 1872, by the Chapter of the Order in England,
to fill the important post of Registrar, an oflice in which
his legal, historical, and general knowledge were of the
highest advartage.  His Joss in this respect will be deeply
regretted.

The funeral of the deccased gentleman took place at
the New Cemetery, on Thursday afternoon, Dec. 20, at one
o'clock,  Prior to that time there gathered in the walk
leading to the chapel a nuinber of Hiiends of the late Bro.
Woolfe, and when the cortége asrived at the gate, the fol-
lowing procession was formed @ Frecmasens of Worcester,
Magisteates and Corporation, members of the legal profes-
sion, members of the Board of Guardians, and members of
the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, followed by three
mourning coaches, the hearse, two mourning coaches,
and the private carriages of Bro, Sir E. A. H. Lechmere,
Bart, M.P., R, Padmore, Esq., and R. Smith, Esq. At

<

the entrance to the chapel, the procession divided, and the
coffin was carried in. There the first part of the funeral ser-
vice was performed by the Rev. T. W, Wood, curate of Han-
ley Castle, and onc of the Chaplains to the Order of St. John
of Jerasalem,the proper psalms being sung by the Cathedral
choir, and alsa the hymn ¢ Days and Mo-
ments  Quickly  Flying;”  Mr. A. J. Caldicott pre-
siding at the barmonium. On emerging from the
chapel, the order of procession was reversed, the members
of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem taking the first
position immediately after the choir, who sang ‘¢ Jesus
lives, no longer now,” the Worcester Frcemasons bringing
up the rear. At the grave, which wasa bricked one, the
Rev. Oswald Mangin Holden, Vicar of Gailey, Stafford-
shire, and also a Chaplain to the Order of St. John of
Jerusalem, concluded the solemn service, and amid signs
of profound grief, all that was mortal of one so well known
and so universally beloved was committed to mother
earth.,  The coffin was composed of oak, with brass
mountings and mediaval brass furniture.  The plate
bore the following inscription : ¢ Richard Woolfe, born
15th December, 1821 ; died 16th December, 1877.7 It
was covered by a very handsome violet pall, haviag a
Passion cross the whole length and width, and upon
which was laid an cight-pointed cross of the Order of
St. John of Jerusalem.

Loving hands had constructed many beautiful devices
in flowers, and there was scarcely room to place them all
on the coffin,

The following is a list of the pall-bearers.—C. C. W,
Griffiths, Esq.,, R. W. Roberts, Esq., London; Alfred
Powell, Esq., Richard Smith, Esq., F. R. Jeffery, Esq., S.
G. Purchas, Esq., H. Caldicott, Esq., Sir E. A, H. Lech-
mere, Bart,, M.P.  The mourncrs were: S. P, Richards,
Esq., J. G. Richards, Esq., Wolverhampton ; E, S. Sander-
sum, Ksq., W, M. Woof, Esq., {cousin), Mr, C. W. Grif.
fiths, Mr. A. George, Mr. H. Caink, and Mr. F. Simms,
Worcester.  Among those who were present and took part
in the prucession were, as representing tae Order of St.
John of Jerusalem, General Sir John 8t. George, K.C.B,,
Sir Brooke Kay, Bait., Lieut-Col. Gould Weston, F.S.A.,
(librarian) ; Sir E. A. H. Lechmere, Bart, MLDP,, (secrctary
of the Order), the Rev. P. M. Holden and Rev. T. W.
Wood (chaplains of the Order), and E. 8. Sanderson,
Esq. Letters of apology for non-attendance were
received  from  several members. The Mayor (F.
Dingle, Esq.), the Sheriff (W. Holland, Esq.), Ald. Wood-
ward, Longmore, Josiah Stallard, John Stallard, M. Jones,
Councillors Bosward, Harrison, Noake, Airey, Davies,
Roberts, Lechmere-Pugh, R. E. Barnett, W. Stallard, and
Foxwell; Revs. R. Cattley, D. C. Preedy, T. L. Wheeler,
J. B. Wilgen, J. Hamilton Davies, Messrs. J. V. Stallard,
Baldwyn, Baylis, Woodward, Butler, Holland; G. W.
Bentley, T. G. Hyde, R. P. Hill, Canning Hill, C. E. Beck,
F. Corbett, H. Corbeit, W. Allen, C. Pidcock, W. P.
Hughes, J. Tree, W. W. A, Tree, H. Ciisp, S. M. Beale,
W. W, Cawley (Malvern), T. Bates, Hilary Hill, H, W,
Budd; J. W. Isaac, D. W. Barker, R. W. Binns, H. Rowe,
M. Power, Felton, C. Higgs, 'T. M. Hopkins, J. W. Stone,
T. Hobbs, F. Lingham, W. Sanders, J. Close, H.
Charge, H. Walters, J. H. L. Jones, J. Rutland, J. W.
Weldin, W, Underweod, F. N. Gosling, W, Stephens,
Horton, Jones, Roberts, and H. George, were among the
large concourse present.

QUEEN’S COLLEGE, OXFORD.

The annual and ancient custom of scrving up a boar's
head at Queen’s College, Oxford, was observed with all
due cecremony on Christmas-day, when the public were
admitted, as in former years, to witness the interesting
ceremony, The boar’s head, which was provided by the
College Manciple, Mr. William Horn, was a splendid speci-
men of the species, weighing between Golb. and 7olb., and
was decorated with the proverbial “ bays and rosemary,”
surmounted with the College arms, flags, &c. Shortly
after 5 o'clock a procession of singing men and choristers,

| headed by the Rev, Sackett Hope, Chaplain of Queen’s

College, entered the hall, followed by the trophy on a
silver salver, carried on the shoulders of two serving men,
chanting the following carol, arranged by Dr. Hague, a

former distinguished musical member of that society :—

“ The boar’s head in hand bring I
With garlands gay and rosemary,
I pray you all sing meriily,
Qui estis in convivio.
Capuit apri defero
Reddens laudes Domino.”

“ The boar's head, as I understand
Is the bravest dish in all the Jand
When thus bedecked in a gay garland
Servite cum cantico.

“Qur steward hath provided this
In honour of the King of Bliss,
Which on this day to be served is,
In Reginensi Atrio.”

Mr. Hape rendered the solo part to good effect, which
was intensified by the excellent combination of voices in
the chorus.

On reaching the high table, the dish was deposited, and
on the departure of the public, the resident members of the
College partook of dinner, the boar’s head forming one of
the piincipal dishes.

The origin of the ceremony is somewhat obscure, but
there is no doubt it has been observed for a period of goo
years, one autherity quating 1350 as being the prohable
year of the first festival.  Mr, Pointer, in his Oxoniensis
eademia, tremarks, in reference to the ceremony, thae * It
is in memory of a noble cxploit, as tradition relates, by
a scholar (4 Tabedar) of Queen's College in killing a wild

kbpar in Shotover Wood.,” (The wood still remains, being
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an clevated and loyely spot a mile or two from Oxford,
frequented, by pedestrians and lovers of the picturesque.)
Having wandered into the waod, which was pot far from
Oxford, with a copy of “ Aristotle ” in his hand, and biing
attacked by a wild boar, who came at him with extendingr
;aws intending to make but a mouthful of him, he was
enabled to conquer the furious animal by thrusting the
« Aristotle ” down his throat, erying “ Graecum est!”” The
animal, of course, fell prostrate at his feet, was carried
in triutmph to the Cullege, and no doubt scrved up to an
old song in memory of the noble exploit. But this is only
tradition, and no date is given when the custom was first
observed.  Ant. A, Wood, writing in 1660, says it is an
« Antient custom as old as 'tis thought as the College it
selfe, but no reason to be given for it,”

PRESENTATION TO BRO. ROBERT
WYLIE.

On the 21st. Bro. Robert Wykle, J.P., Kilwinning, was
presented with a purse containing 250 sovcrigns,'and a
handsome epergne, as also a_ gold watch, chain, and
brooch for Mrs. Wylie. Bro. Wylie has for a long period
taken an active interest in matters tending to promote the
welfare of the ancient town of Kilwinning, and, biing a
Freemason, he has been, and still is, ene of the most cn-
ergetic and respected members of the Mother Lodge of
Scotland.  The gifts with which he was presented were
given in token of the high csteem in which heis held by
all classes of the community, and in recognition of bis
Masonic and public services. At four o'clock a dinner
was held inthe Kglinton Arms, at which there wure
about 100 gentlemen present. | Mr. K. M. Cochran-
Patrick of Woodside occupied the chair, while Messys,
George Brown of Burnside and [. M. M'Cosh of Dalry
officiated as croupiers.  Amongst those present were—
Rev. Mr. Taylor, Kilwinning; Rev. Henry Reid, M.A,,
Irvine 3 Rev. George Philp, Saltcoats ; Provost Paterson,
mvine 3 Messrs, J. A, Ferguson, Glasgow; James Dickie,
Town-Clerk of Irvine; J. G. Halkett, bankey, Saltcoats ;
Henry Leck of Hollybush ; William D. M Jannet, Irvine;
Arthur Guthrie, Ardrossany and H. M. Highet, Irvine.
The usual constitutional toasts were proposed from the
chair, and duly bonoured. Mr. H. M. Higet proposed
““I'he Lord-Licutenant of the County ” (Earl of Stair), and
Mr. James Hendrie gave ““The Lord of the Manor "
(Earl of Eglington), which were cordially responded to.

The Chairman ther said—It has often puzzled foreign-
as who have come to study the history of this country
to account for the comparative immunity which we have
had from those social and political convulsions which
bave occurred in various countrics once at least in cvery
gencration, and sometimes cftener.  Various thearies have
been propounded to account for this.  One distinguished
ezonomist has satisfied himself that our freedom from revo-
lution depends upon the custom widely prevalent amongst
us of giving public dinners,  (Laughter.) Another, not
quite so well-known, but no less able writer, has defined
the Scotch to be a'committec-making prople, and has found
in our very common practice on all occasions of calling a
public mecting, and then appointing a chairman with
almost despotic powers, and afterwards the nomination of
a small committee to do the real work, a social parallel to
that practical blending of monarchy, aristocracy, and de-
mocracy which so happily characterices the British Con-
stitution.  And yet a third—perhaps more distinguished,
and certainly better known than either of the others—De-
lieves that we owe the calm course of our bistory to the
fact that there has always been in this country
a large and cultuied class who having leisure, have
preferred  jnstead of devoting their time, money, and
energics to the pursuit of pleasure, devoted these to
the prosecution of useful public ends, withoat the hope of
any cther reccompense or reward than the consciousness
of doing a right and a good thing for their fellow-men.
(Applause.) I venture to think that the procecdings which
have culminated here to-night might have afforded an
example of cach of these ingenious theories, We have
held our meetings, appointed our committees, and dis-
cussed a very good dinner, and we have inour friend and
guest of this evening, a conspicuous ¢xample of that val-
vable class who are always ready to come forward with
their time and energy for the promotion of public ends.
(Applause.) For morenow than 20 years Bro. Wylic has
faken an active and prominent part in every movement
which bad for its object the welfare of this ancient place,
As a county magistrate, as a director of the district poor-
house, as a member of the various local boards—in every
capacity in which he has acted Bro. Wylic has taken an
active part in the promotion of useful things, but it is pro-
minently asa member of the ancient body of Freemasans
that Bro, Wylic is most widely known. (Applause.)
From the first day of his initiation he has enthusiastically
identified himsclf with the Province of Ayrshire and with
Mother Kilwinning.  (Applausc.) There is hardly an
office in the lodge which he has not fulfilled, and filled
well and worthily. I have the best reason for believing
and saying he has, during that long period, not to his
own knowledge, missed one business meeting, (Applause.)
In times of Masonic prosperity, in periods of calm repose,
and in times of adverse reaction, Bro. Wylie has ever
done the best a man could do for the interest of the Craft
and Kilwinning. (Applause,) Iamsure I shall be cor-
roborated by all the brethren present when 1 say that in
this great and important Province of Ayrshire, during
the last twenty years, Masonry bas made a most
extraordinary progress; and I am sure I will not be
exceeding the truth, or going beyond what is within
the personal knowledge of many here present, when 1
say that much of that progress is due to the genuine
enthusiasm, the ever-prudent tact, the invariable good tem-
per, and the genial courtesy of Bro. Wylie,  (Applanse.)
It is not surprising, then, that under these circumstancesa

very wide feeling should prevail that some recognition
should be made of those public services, and accordingly
a movenment was set 2foot some time ago, which has re-
sulted in the very handsome testimonial which [ am now
about to hand to Bro. Wylie, and I am sure that, valuable
as that testimonial is, it will be valoed by him not so much
buecause of its intrinsic value, but as representing the sin-
cere regard aud respect of a very large civcle of friends.
Turning to Bro. Wylie, the Charrman said—-Now, sir, in
handing to you this most beautiful gift, I am sure [ ex-
press the eamest desire of eviryone to-day when I say we

hope you will for a long time continue to discharge to- !

wards Mother Kilwinuing and this disiict those offices
which have won you such a large circle of friends. (Ap-
plause.)  The Chairman then asked Bro. Wyijie to accept
of the 230 sovercigns and epergne, as also a gold watch,
chain, and brooch for Mrs. Wylie, and concluded by call-
ing on the company to drink the toast of “Bro. Wylie, and
his Fireside.”

The toast was enthusiastically responded to.

Bro. Wylie, in reply, said—I rise to thank you, or
rather to attempt to thank you, for the great honour you
haveconferred upon me this evening in presenting me with
such a magnificent testimonial. We have the highest
authority for saying that out of the fullness of the heart
the mouth speaketh. Itis not less true that the heart
may be too full for words, as mine is now, for any words
at my command must altogether fail "in cxpressing the
gratitude I feel for this crowning act of kindness towards
Mrs. Wylie ane mysclf. I have tothank my friend, your
distinguishe:d chairman, for proposing my health in such
eloguent terms, though I well know and fele that his
words of praise far exceed any merits of mine,  Whatever
1 bhave been privileged to do in a public capacity or
in connection with the aucient guild to which many
of us belong has been to me a labour of love, aud its
own abundant reward. This magnificent gift testifics that
1 have done semething you considered deserving of recogni-
tion, and it will be a further strengthening of my hands, if
years are given me, for further work.  The chairman has
fittingly told you the cause of this outflow of friendliness
and biotherly love towards me. Much of it, 1 daresay, is
due to my late candidature for the office of Secretary in the
Grand Lodge of Scotland.  And bere, perhaps, I may be
permitted to state that it was only after the most urgent
solicitations by many of my warmest Masonic fricnds
throughout Ayrshire and in Glasgow that [ allowed mysclf
to become a cindidate. My candidature, as you are aware,
was unsuccessful.  That I'was in a large measure the
cause of my own defeat, itis ununcceisary now to explain.
From all parts expressions of regret and sympathy came
to me, followed and attested by kind deeds, which have
culminated in this splendid gift. It has, indeed, some
significance in being presented on an auniversary of the
Mother Ledge, although I am aware that many friends {ar
and near have contributed to it who do not belong to the
Masonic Craft, which makes me value it all the more
highly, and I cannot help expressing specially to them my
deep sense of gratitude, T eannot refrain from mentioning
by name one gentleman who has bien singularly zealous
in its promotion. 1 refer to my friend, Mr. Ferguson,
whose kinduness £ heart and liberality of sentiment are so
well known to all his friends.  B:fore sitting down, allow
me again to thank you for this splendid epergne, and the
sovercigns accompanying it. My friends have not been
forgetful that money answercth all things.  The gift of
this valuable gold watch and brooch to Mrs, Wylie I have
great pleasure in acknowledging in her name. 1 nced
scarcely say to those who know her that the manner in
which she has borne with mie the burden of life has enabled
me, as 1 could not have done otherwise, todevole so con-
siderable a portion of my timeto public work, These gifts
will ever be most highly prized and handed down as heir-
looms in our family.

Several other toasts followed,

The epergne bore the following inscription :—* Pre-
sented, with a purse and 230 sovercigns and gift to Mrs.
Wylie, by a large circle of Masonic and other friends to
Robert Wylie, Esq., Prov, Grand Seerctary for Ayrshire,
and Secretary of Mother Lodge, in appreciation of long
and valuable services to Masonic and other institutions
connected with Kilwinning, in testimony of their regard
for him as a brother and friend.—Kilwinning, 21st Dec.,
1877."

FREEMASONRY IN AUSTRALIA.

We take the following from the “ Australian Frecma-
son : —

It affords us great pleasure to give insertion to the
following communication forwarded to us by our D. Grand
Secretary < .

Freemasons’ Hall, London, W.C.,
16th August, 1877%.

Dear Sir and Brother,—I have the pleasure to hand you
herewith the patent of your appointment to be District
Grand Master of New South Wales, in succession to Bro,
A. T. Holroyd, resigned, an office which you have already
held with so much credit to yourself and  satisfaction to
your brethren in the district, that they again desire you to
resunie your sway over them. I sincerely trust that your
cfforts in the cause of Masonry may be as successful now
as they were on a former oceasion, and that health and
strength may be grunted you to carry out the dutics of the
cffice, as formerly, for the general bencfit of the Order,

I have the honour to be, yours truly and fraternally,

Jonn Flervey, G.S.
John Williams, Esq.,
Right Worshipful District Grand Master for N.S. Wales,

PRESENTATION TO W. BRO. F. B. DAVIDSON.
Every Mason who knows our brother is conscious of

his Masonic diligence, earnestness, and industry. For a

quarter of, a century our brother has been sedulously em-

ployed in the erection of a Hiramic Superstructure. And
it is no wonder that now and again we hear of brethren
showing their appreciation of the important services which
our distinguished brother has rendered to the Craft. The
D. Grand Master, E.C., R.W. Bro. John Wiliiams, has
graciously been pleased to appoiat our brother # District
Director of Ceremonies P in the Grand Lodgz, and the
Most Ex. Z., and companions of Zetland, R.A. Chapter,
390, E.C., at their last aunval convocation presented him
with a beautifully illuminated address, which reads thus :—

“To Francis Burnand Davidson, Esq.~Dear Sir and
Excellent Companion,—We the Companions of the Zetland
Royal Arch Chapter of Australia, No. 390, E.C., desire,
on the occasion of the completion of your twentieth year
of service in the important office you have so efficiently
and honourably held in this chapter, to convey to you
the expression of our esteem for you as a gentdeman and a
Royal Arch Mason. Andin testimony of our appreciation of
the courtesy, integrity, and zeal which have cver charac-
terised your long serviee in connection with us as a mem-
ber of our chapter, we beg to prescat you with this
address, and hope that it may be the pleasare of the
Most High to so dispose cvents that you may long be
spared to be amongst us,  On b:half of the chapter, ws
remain, dear sir and companion, fraternally  yours,
William Welster, Z.; M. J. Hobinson, H.; and E. Kirch-
ner, J.”

We have learned with pleasure that such isthe fraternal
csteem in which our brother is held that for the last twenty
years he has been annually elected to one of the highest
offices in a lodge which includes among its members
many gentlemen of distinction, and his clection for the
twenty-first time was chosen as a suitable occasion for
acknowladging his valuablz: services to the Order, and the
courteous and generous demeanour which he has always
exhibited in his relations with his brethren,

We cordially juin in the fraternal wishes and prayers of
our fellow.companions that our brother ’s ¢ bow may long
abide in strength and the arms of his hands way be
made strong by the hands of the Mighty God of Jacob.”

ZETLAND LODGE, 655, AND THE INDIAN

FAMINE RELIEF FUND, 2]

Zetlard Lodge, 633, E.C., has voted the sum of £5 on
behoof of the fimine-stricken in Tadia. ' We humbly think
that the commendable aud truly Masonic example of this
lodge should be followed by all the lodges in the colonies,
and that the sum or sums so raised should be sentasa
“ Masonic Fund ” from the Masons of this colony or other
colonies by our respective Distiict or Proviucial Grand
Masters, ¢ The Profane” will then know that Masonry
is not “a delusion” or “a phantom,” bat that it is an
Order of Love, Relicf, and Truth, Of “ the three tencts
of 1 Mason’s profession it may be siid that Tiuth is the
Column of Wisdom, whose rays penctrate and enlighten
the inmost recesses of the ledge; Brotherly love, the
Columin of Strength, which binds us as one family; and
Relicf, the Column  of Beauty, whose ornaments, more
precioas than the lilies and pomegranates that adorned
the pillars of the porch, are the widow’s tear of juy and the
orphan’s prayer of gratitude. Let all the lodges then, act
as the sanctuaries of relief worthy of the ¢ Widow's Son.”

FREEMASONRY IN NEW ZEALAND.

PrEsextATiON TO Di. Boor, W.M.—On Tuesday,
Oct. 23, the members of the Southein Star Lodge presented
their Worshipful Master, Dr, Boor, with a handsome
Masonic jewcl, and an address expressive of theie respect,
admiration, and aflection.  In presenting the latter, the
S5.W. observed that the pleasure was not altogether un-
mixed. He regretted the necessity of reverling to the
vexatious circumstances that had called for this expres-
sion of sympathy and confidence, but it being a Masonic
daty to stand by and support a brether in need, by the
act of thelodge on this occasion it was proved that the
brethren are true to their obligations.  He referred to
the repoart of the Royal Comimission, now before the
Parliament, and said that if that report miant anything,
and its plain Saxon English was not misunderstood, this
was 2 case in which the Masonic attiihute of justice must
yet be satisficd,  He thenread the address, to which was
affixed ninety signatures, and gresented it, with the jewel,
by the hands ofthe S.D., calling on the lodge to salute
their esteemed Master and brother, and to join in the wish
that he may live long to wear that jewel with honour to
himselfand the Craft, and with satisfactory reminiscences of
this assemoly, The strong fecling in this matter was
manifested in the fact that on no previous occasion had
such a largeassemblage of Freemasons met in that hall.
Among numerous visitors were—George Pierce, Esq.,
P.G.M. of N.Z,, Irish Constitutior, Rev. G. T. N, Watkins,
P.AL 5 Mr. Cnarles Bright, and others.

The nuinber of deserters from the Army
advertised in the Police Gazefle during 1877 has been
71500, being 200 below the totil for 1876, A large pro-
portion of the aygregate is, as venal, made up of deser-
tions over and over again of the sun: individuals, and it
also includes many ahsentees who are recaptared or volun-
tary return to their dutics.

H.R.H. the Duke of Connaught, 8.G.W,,
has forwarded a cheque for L100 to the Mayor of Cork,
to be distributed amongst the local charities,

Mr. Albert Jones, the mimic and ventriloquist
will give an entertainment, in charactsr costume, at the
“Twellth Night Treat ” of the Girls' School, on Monday
next.

The Gardeners’ Chronicle hears that the Hor-
ticultural Club proposes to migrate to the Temple Club
in Arundel-street, Strand, close to the Temple Station,
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WHY WERE YOU MADE A MASON?

‘We propose to interrogate a number of brethren as to
why they were made Masons. Some might expect that
the similarity of their replies would render it requisite for
us to narrate to the reader but a single answer, It is true
that all did give the same reply at one period of their lives ;
all signed a similar petition, and made the customary
declaration, which it is not necessary for us to repeat here;
but we propose to renew the inquiry after the lapse of some
eight or ten years, and to get, if possible, an honest
answer,

Bro. Backus has been a Mason for fifteen years, and from
our intimate knowledge of his Masonic life (which has been
invariably distinguished for diligent attendance at lodge,
and conscientious performance of every duty imposed upon
him) we felt confident that his reply would be ingenuous
and satisfactory, and it is. He says that he was made a
Mason for two reasons—because he was from youth a
seeker after knowledge, and he was strongly impressed
with the belief that the mysteries of Freemasonry would
unveil to his mind wisdom that he could not attain in any
other manner. This was his first reason.  His second was,
that he had always understood brotherly love was a dis-
tinguishing characteristic of Freemasons, and he was
anxious to belong to a brotherhood in which cach member
unselfishly aided another, when in distress of mind, body,
or estate, He admitted that he had some curiosity to learn
the ferms and ceremonies of the Craft, but this curiosity
was altogether subordinate to the two reasons just given.

It is needless to say that Bro. Backus is entircly satisfied
with Freemasonry, for, in his own language, *i¢ fills the
bill "—not its own bill, for it has none, but the one which
he arranged for it in hisown mind. The fraternity issues
no posters to entice entrants. It forbids solicitation for
membership. One must confess, however, that sometimes
when a new lodge is started, with perhaps a dozen or
twenty members, and the first night of meeting discloses
that there are eight or ten applicants for initiation, it does
Yook as ifthe entire body of the new lodge had been out
with fife and drum beating up recruits.  Of course they
were not, but, we repeat, it looks so. The enthusiasm of
members of new lodges is so unbounded, that they omit
no opportunity to laud Freemasonry in general, and their
own lodge in particular, and the result is a rush in that
special direction.

Bro. Smirky bas been a Mason for two years, but he is
now scen so infrequently at the lodge, and takes so little
interest in the Craft, that we have some doubts as to whether

he remembers why he was made a Mason. On asking
him the question, however, we find he knows right well,
and he feels sore over his knowledge. He shall speak for
himself. ‘I joined the Masons because I imagined them
to be a lot of ¢ hail fellows, well met,” always ready for a
jollification, conferring the degrees more for their own sport
than for the cdification of the initiate, and never
closing a meeting without a banquet. I soon found out,
however, how awfully I was mistaken. I never saw 2
more solemn set of fellows, and 1 would as soon go to
church as to a lodge. 1 was made a Mason for fun, and
there is no fun in Masonry—to speak of.”

Bro. Solomon contradicts both Bro, Backus and Bro.

Smirky, Some men are walking dictionarics, Bro.
Solomon is a walking Bible. Heis a man of one idea. He
ignores the present, and lives only for the future. He

joined the Masons because he had read that the Holy
Bible was the first Great Light in Masonry, and he was
glad to support a society founded on such a principle.  He
was mistaken in thinking that Freemasonry was one-
idead, like himsclf. As soon as he became a member
of the Craft, he found that it cncouraged festivities and
banquets, and often went from labour to refreshment,
That was enough to ruin it in his estimation. Heis now
a Mason only in name, just as Bro. Smirky is, but for
quite a different reason.

Bro. Curus was made a Mason to see what there was
in it, and his testimony is that it is as hollow as a dram.
Bare curiosity prompted his application, and as soon as it
was satisfied, he had no further use of the ledge. He
had no interest in it, and never attended it, Of course he
was not going to pay six dollars a year for dues for
nothing, sohe sent in his resignation, procured a dimit,
and buried it in the bottom of his trank. That is practi-
cally the end of Bro. Curus as a Mason, and there are
no mourners.

{'tie Rev, Bro. Free was made a Mason gratis. It was
the custom of his lodge toreceive clergymen without a fee;
if it was charged in the first place it was donated aftar-
wards. Bro. Free thought a great deal of Masonry for
the first year, but when December came around, and he
received a bill for dues, he was borrified. He was made a
Mason because he was invited to do so, without cost, and
he soon let bis brethren know that if they did not intend to
rémit his dues annually, he would leave them in disgust ;
and he did. It was the opinion of most Masons that that
lodge was served right. Charity Masons are dead wood
in Masonry. He who sets out in life as a Masonic pauper,
expects to be sustained as a pavper all of his life, The
lodge which remits an initiation fee throws away its
mysteries upon an unappreciative brother, We rarcly
value that which costs nething.,  Bro. Free was made a
Mason becavse a friend asked him, and promised that the
lodge would forgive him the initiation fec; but becanse it
would not forgive kim perennailly his dues, heis now
suspended for N. P. D, Served him right; and the
lodge ought to be suspended too, if it persists in making
Masons gratis.

We do not believe that the reader was made a Mason
for any except legitimate reasons, for the barefact thathe
takes and reads a Cralt newspaper to a large degree
substantiates his Masonic character, Bro. Free, Bro.
Solomon, apnd Bro. Smirky were never known even to

borrow a Masonic newspaper to read, but® every brother
who loves the fraternity, loves its literature, and feels a
pride in encouraging its dissemination among the Craft.—
Keystone.,

METROPOLITAN MASONIC MEETINGS
For the Week ending Friday, January, 11, 1848.

The Editor will be glad to receive notice from
Secretaries of Craft Lodges, Royal Arch Chap-
ters, Mark Lodges, Encampments, Conclaves,
&c., of any change in place or day of meetin g.

SATURDAY, JANUARY ;.
Gen. Com. Boys’ School at 4.
Lodge 1572, Carnarvon, Albion Tav., Aldersgate-st.
»n 1622, Rose, Surrey M.H.
LobGEs oF INSTRUCTION.

Lily, Greyhound, Richmond.
Manchester, 7%, London-st,, Fitzroy-sq.
Star, Marquis of Granby, New Cross-rd.
Eccleston, Grosvenor Club, Ebury-square, S.W.
Percy, 113, Southgate-road, N.
MONDAY, JANUARY 4th.
Lodge 12, Fortitude and Old Cumberland, Ship & Turtle,
. 25, Robert Burns, F.M.H.
o 72, Royal Jubilee, Anderton’s Hat., Fleet-st,
’ 144, St. Luke's, M.H., Basinghall-st.
» 188, Joppa, Albion Tav., Aldersgate-st.
» 1319, Asaph, F.MLH,
» 106069, Royal Leopold, S.M.H.
Chap. 28, Old King’s Arms, F.M.H.
Mark Lodge, 139, Panmure, Balham Hot., Balham.
LobpGEs oF INSTRUCTION.
Prince Leopold, Lord Stanley Tav., Kingsland.
Strong Man, Old Rodney’s Head, Old-st., E.
Sincerity, Railway Tav., Fenchurch-st. Station.
Camden, Stanhope Arms, Up. James-st,, Camden Town.
Tredegar, Royal Hot., Mile-end-road.
St. James's Union, Union Tav., Air-st,
Wellington, White Swan, Deptford,
Perfect Ashlar, Victoria Tav., Lower-rd., Rotherhithe.
Upper Norwood, White Hart Hot., Churcherd.
Marquis of Ripon, Pembury Yav., Amherst-rd., Hackney.
Loughborough, Warrior Hct,, Brixton.
West Smithficld, New Market Hot., West Smithfield,
Leopold, Woolpack Tavern, Bermondscy-st.
St. George's, Globe Tav., Greenwich.
London Masonic Club, at 101, Quecen Victoria-st. E.C.,
2nd and 4th Monday every month, at 6 o’clock.
TUESDAY, JANUARY 8.

Lodge 46, Old Union, Westminster Palace Hot,
" 166, Union, Westminster Palace Hot.
» 180, St. James's Union, INALH,
" 198, Parcy, Ship and Tuartle, Leadenhall-st,

211, St. Michael, Albion Tav., Aldersgate- st,
548, Wellington, White Swan Tav., Deptiord,
917, Cosmopolitan, Cannon-st. Hot.
933, Doric, Anderton's Hot., Fleet-st,
s 1004, Wanderers', F.MUH.
1614, Covent Garden, Ashley’s Hot., Covent-Gdn.
» 1033, Canterbury, 33, Golden-sq.
LonGes oF INsTRUCTION,

Metropolitan, 269, Pentonville-rd.
Yarborough, Green Dragon, Stepney.
Domatic, Surrey M.H,, Camberwell New-road,
Faith, 2, Westminster Chambers, Victnria-st.
Prince Fredk. Wm., Lord's Hot., St, John's Woad,
Dalhousie, King Edward, Triangle, Hackney.
Prosperity, Hercules Tav., Leadenhall-st,
Florence Nightingale, I*.M.H,, William-st.,, Woolwich,
Constitutional, Bedford Hot., Southampton Bdgs,, at 4.
Israel, Rising Sun Tav., Globe Road.
Royal Arthur, Prince’s Head, York-road, Battersea.
Beacontree, Ked Lion, Leytonstone.
Excelsior, Commercial Dock Tav., Rotherhithe,
3t. John of Wapping, Gun Hot., High-st., Wapping.
Islington, 23, Greshamest.
Metropolitan Chapter, Jamaica Coffee Ho., Cornhill.
Mount Edgcumbe, 19, Jermyn-st,, St. James's,

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY q.
Com. R.MMLB.L, at 3.

Lodge 11, Enoch, F.M.H.
" 13, Union Waterloo, M.H., Woolwich.
' 15, Kent, F.MUH,
5 87, Vitruvian, White Hart, College-st., Lambeth.

147, Justice, White Swan, High-st,, Deptford,
238, Pilgrim, 101, Queen Victoria.st.
740, Belgrave, Anderton's Hot., Flect-st,
781, Merchant Navy, Silvet Tav,, Limehouse,

,» 1300, St John of Wapping, Gun Tav., Wapping.
Chap. 837, St. Mark’s, S.M.H.

by 1200, Hervey, F.MLH.

» 1303, S1. Marylebone, Brit. Stores, St. John's Wood,
Encamp. 129, Holy Palestine, 33, Golden-sq.

LonGES OF INSTRUCTION.

Confidence, Railway Tav., Railway-place, Fenchurch-st.
Mt, Lebanon, Windsor Castle Tav., Southwark-bdg.-rd.
Pythagorean, Portland Hotel, London-street, Greenwich,
New Concord, Rosemary Branch Tav., Hoxton,
La Tolerance, Horse and Groom, Winsley-st,, Oxford-st.
Peckham, Maismore Arms, Park-road, Peckham,
Stanhope, Thicket Hot., Anerley.
Finsbury Park, Finsbury Park Tav., Seven Sisters’-rd.
Southwark, Southwark Park Tav., Southwark Park,
Duke of Connaught, Havelock Tav., Dalston, E.
United Strength, Grafton Arms, Kentish-town.
Whittington, Black Buil Tav., Holborn, at 8.
Lewis, King’s Arms Hot., Wood Green.
Royal Jubilee, 81, Long Acre.
Langthorne, Swan Hot., Stratford,

1

THURSDAY, JANUARY 1o.

19, Royal Athelstan, Holborn Viaduct Hot.
. 91, Regularity, F.M.H.
" 2006, Friendship, Ship and Turtle, Leadenhall-st.
' 263, Bank of England, Albion Tav., Alders gate-st.
’ 534, Polish National, F.M:H.
" 657, Canonbury, Albion Tav., Aldersgate- st.
s 860, Dathousie, Anderton’s Hot., Fleet-st.
" 879, Southwark, Park Tav., Southwark Park.
»  10%6, Capper, Marine Hot., Victoria Docks.
» 1288, Finsbury-park, Finsbury-pk, Tav., Holloway.
» 1321, Emblematic, Tulse Hill Hot., Tulse Hill.
» 1423, Hyde Park, 1, Craven-rd., W.
» 1437, Bagshaw, Bald-Faced Stag, Buckhurst Hill.
v 1471, Islington, Cock Tav., Higkbury.
n 1558, Duke of Connaught, Surrey M.H.
» 1593, Royal Naval College, Ship Hot., Greenwich,
» 1599, Skelmersdale, Masons” Hall Masons’ Avenue.
» 1042, Earl of Carnarvon, LadbrookH a. Notting HI,
Chap. 73, Mount Lebanon, Bridge House Hot.

’ 140, St. George's Globe Hot., Greenwich.

y» 0619, Beadon, Horns Tav,, Kennington.

» 813, New Concord, Rosemary Branch Tav.,Hoxton.
Rose Croix Chap. St. George, 33, Golden-sq.

LobGes or INsTrucTION.
Union Waterleo, Chatham Arms, Thomas-st., Woolwich.
Egyptian, Hercules Tav., Leadenhall-st.
Fidelity, Yorkshire Grey, London-st., W.
Finsbury, Jolly Anglers’ Tav., Bath.st., City-road.
I'emperance in the East, Catherine-st., Poplar,
Ebury, 12, Ponsonhy-st., Milbank,
Highgate, Bull and Gate, Kentish-town.
The Great City, M.H., Masons’ Avenue.
High Cross, Coach & Horses, High-road, Tottenham.
Salisbury, Union Tav., Air-st., Regent-st,
Southern Star, Crown Hot., Blackfriars-rd.
Great Nerthern, Berwick Arms, Berners-st., Oxford-st.
Prince Fraderick William Chapter, St. John's Wood.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 11,

Lodge 134, Caledonian, Ship and Turtle, Leadenhall-st.

» 157, Bedford, FLMUH.

" 157, Domatic, Anderton's Hot., Fleet-st.

»w 1201, Eclectic, F.M.H,

n 1420, Earl Spencer, Northeote Hot., Wandsworth.
Encampt. D., Mount Calvary. F.M. Tav.

LopGES oF INsTRUCTION.

Robert Burns, Union Tav., Air-st,, Regent-st.
Belgrave, Constitution, Bedford-st., Covent Garden. .
Unions Emulation (for MuM.'s), F.M.H.
Temperance, Victoria Tav., Victoria-road, Deptford.
Clapton, White Hart, Clapton.
Metropolitan, Portugal Hot., Flect-st, at 4.
St. Marylebone, British Stores Tav., St. John's Woaod,
Westhourne, Lord’s Hotel, St. John's Wood.
Uuited Pilgrims, Surrey M.H., Camberwell New.road.
St. James’s, New Tanners' Arms, Grange-rd., Bermondsey.
Duke of Edinburgh, Silver Lion, Penny-fields, Poplar,
Doric, Earl Grey Tav., Milc-end-road,
Burgoyne, Grafton Arms, Prince of Wales’s-road, N.W.
St. Luke's, White Hart, King's-rd., Chelsea.
Chigwell, Prince’s Hall, Buckhurst-hill,
Burdett Coutts, Approach Tav., Victoria Park.
Royal Standard, The Castle,-Holloway-rd.
Ranelagh, Bell and Anchor, Hammersmith-rd.
William Preston, Feathers Tav.,Up.George-st.,Kdgware-rd.
Hervey, 99, Flect-street, at 8.
Earl of Carnarvon, Mitre Ho., Goulborne-rd., Notting-hill.
Pythagorean Chapter, Portland Ho., London-st., Greenwich.
Sir Hugh Myddelton, 25, King Edward-st., Liverpool-rd.,N.

MASONIC MEETINGS IN WEST LANCASHIRE AND
CHESHIRE,
For the Weck ending Saturday, January 12, 1858,

MONDAY, JANUARY .
Lodge 113, Unanimity, Bull Hot., Preston.
" 1045, Stamford, T.H., Altrincham.
» 1031, Rowley, M.R,, Lancaster.
» 1204, Neptune, M.H., Liverpool.
w1380, Skelmersdale, Queen’s Hot,, Waterloo.
Everton L. of 1., M.H,, Liverpool.

TUESDAY, JANUARY, 8.
Lodge 241, Merchants, M.H., Liverpool.
» 1250, Gilbert Greenall, M.R,, Warrington,
» 1713, Wilbraham, Walton Institute, Walton.
Stanley L. of I., 214, Great Homer-st., Liverpool,
Prince Arthur L. of 1, 80, N. Hill-st,, Liverpool.
Red Cross Conclave, M. H., Liverpool,

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY, g.
Lodge 28r, Fortitude, The Athenzeum, Laucaster.
w1004y Temple, M.H.; Liverpool.
» 1330, De Grey and Ripon, MR, N. Hill-st., L’pool.,
Chap. 1345, Victoria, Cross Keys, Eccles.
Neptune L, of I, M.H., Liverpool.
THURSDAY, JANUARY, io.
216, Harmonic, Adelphi Hot,, Liverpool.
333 Royal Preston, Royal Hot., Preston,
477, Mersey, M.R., Birkenhead.
%806, Croxteth United Service, M.H., Liverpool.
1033, Prince of Wales, M.H,, Kirkdale.
1182, Duke of Edinburgh, M.H., Liverpool.
» 1213, Bridgewater, Cross Keys, Eccles.
Chap. 220, Harmony, Garston,
Mariners L. of I., I\I.H., Li\'crpool.
FRIDAY, JANUARY 11.
Lodge 1289, Rock, Bedford House, Rock Ferry,

Lodge

For Masonic Mectings throughout Scotland sce Scotlish
Freemason, which can be obtained at the Office of this
journal, 198, Flect-street, London,




