
THE DECORATION OF ST. PAUL'S

It is not often that a discussion flows so smoothly and is
listened to so attentively by an interested audience as that
which took place over Bro. WOODWARD 'S motion at the recent
Quarterl y Communication of United Grand Lodge. The various
speakers vied with each other in commending the object which
the proposer of the motion was desirous of effecting. They
were in hearty accord , up to a certain point , as to the propriety
of the Freemasons of England supporting, or at all events
doing their utmost to promote , so laudable an object. The
majority of them , however, were of opinion that considering the
character of our Society and its freedom from anything in thc
nature of sectarianism in things religious and political , it would
never do for Grand Lodge to sanction such a project officiall y.
And as with the majority of the speakers , so was it with thc
majority of the members present—they considered the best
thing to be done under the circumstances was for Bro. WOOD-
WARD to withdraw his motion , and Bro. WOODWARD at once
fell in with the suggestion , and the discussion terminated.

The object which Bro. WOODWARD had in view was to enlist ,
if possible, the official support of Grand Lodge. His resolution
was to the effect that Grand Lod^e should issue a circular to thc
lod ges owing it allegiance, in which vvere set forth particulars of
a scheme of his " under which the Freemasons of England would
contribute to the Decoration Fund of St. Paul' s Cathedral a sum
sufficient for the comp letion of the Cupola and Transepts " ; and
the opinion of the Craft having been obtained by means of this
circular , " that such steps be taken thereafter to secure the end
in view as may commend themselves to Grand Lodge." The
speeches in which Bros. WOODWARD and H ERBERT T.
STEWARD , Grand Supt. of W orks , respectively proposed and
seconded this resolution left nothing to be desired. The former ,
having referred to the alleged connection of Sir CHRISTOPHER
WREN with our Order, went on to speak in terms of the hi ghest
eulogy of our magnificent Metropolitan Cathedral , of which he
was the architect , and which , indeed , is j ustly regarded as his
masterp iece. He briefl y described tho. efforts that were being
made in order to decorate this splendid fane and the estimated
cost of the whole scheme, as well as of the portion of the work
which he was desirous of influencing English Freemasons to
undertake, and concluded an able speech by earnestl y appeal-
ing to the brethre n for support. In the discussion that followed ,
due credit was given to Bro. WOODWARD , both for the matter
of his resolution and the manner in which he had brought it
before Grand Lodge, but , as the Grand Registra r felt him-
self constrained to point out , it was before all things
necessary for them to remember that " Masonry is
universal." Much as he and every other brother might
sympathise with Bro. WOODWARD in the proposal he had made ,
they must not lose sight of that universality, nor must thev
'lend the weight of that great assembly to anything that may be

tortured or misconstrued into a departure from that great prin-
ci ple." He preferred that Grand Lodge should maintain the
Catholi cism—in the sense of universality—of the Craft rather
than it should lend the weight of its authority to a scheme which ,
however meritorious in itself , was nevertheless of a sectarian
character. He saw no reason why Masons , as individual
"'embers of the community, should not hel p to promote " thc
^lamentation of a great national monum ent ," but he held "that
"i their Masonic capacity they ought not lo support the move-
ment." Bro, the Rev. C.J. M ARTYN considere d thc: scheme was

worth y of Grand Lodge, and of the support of every sing le
Freemason , and in thc course of his speech made mention of the
precedents to which we referred in our "Notes " on the motion.
But Bro. EVE, Past G. Treasurer, supported the Grand Registrar,
and Bro. KEYSER , speaking with authority as one who had con-
ducted a somewhat similar movement—for the restoration of St.
Albans Abbey—suggested that Bro. WOODWARD might obtain
sufficient support from the Craft " in their individual capacity to
carry out part of the scheme of decoration that is now going on."
Bro. Past Grand Treasurer DiMSDALE was also of opinion that the
circular should not be issued, but in withholding his support from
the proposal before Grand Lodge, he expressed a hope that " the
moral weight of Freemasonry " would be given " to this great
national undertaking." In the end , as we have said , the motion
was withdrawn , but though for the reasons so ably set forth by
the Grand Registrar , the scheme in its present form has fallen
throug h, Bro. WOODWARD must be deep ly gratified by the
almost universal sympath y with which it was greeted. Doubt-
less he will be encouraged by this sympath y, and the knowled ge
of what has been done towards the restoration of sundry of our
Provincial cathedrals by Freemasons " in their individual capa-
city," to formulate a plan by which the Masons of England may
be enabled to assist in promotin g what Bro. Alderman DiMS-
DALE so appropriately described as a "great national under-
taking."

THE APPROACHING SCHOOL ELECTIONS
The voting papers for the School elections next month have

been issued , and we lind ourselves in a position to form some
idea of the prospects of sundry among the candidates. The
proportion of vacancies to approved app licants is far more
favourable in the case of the Girl s' than in that of the Boys'
School , there being for the former onl y two candidates for each
vacancy, while for the latter there are close on three. The
election for the

GIRLS SCHOOL

will take place at the Quarterl y Court , which will be holden in
the great hall of the Freemasons' Tavern on Thursday, the ioth
October. The number of candidates is -54, while the vacancies
for which they will compete are 17. London furnishes eight of
the former , which is a somewhat smaller proportion than usual ,
the remainin g 26 hailin g from the Provinces and Districts Abroad .
Of thc London girls, No. 2, who began her candidature in April
1894, brings forward no less than 2536 votes, so that her friends
and supporters should have no difficulty in carry ing her election.
No. 16, also, who made her first appearance before the electors
in April last , had the satisfaction of then winnin g support to the
extent of 1492 votes, while No. 18 brings forward 504 votes. The
other live arc placed at Nos. 27, 28, 29, 32 , and 33, and are
all new cases, who, if they fail to win places on this occasion ,
will still have other opportunities of gaining election into the
Institution. Of the 26 Provincial and District candidates ,
Cheshire sends two, of whom No. 13, with 2586 votes polled in
April , appears to have every chance of being elected , while her
companion at No. 17 brings forward onl y five votes, and as,
unfortunatel y, this is her only remaining chance, it behoves those
in charge of her interests to exert themselves strenuousl y in her
behalf—or her name will be removed from the list. There are
two candidates from Hampshire and the Isle of Wight , of whom
No. 8 has 201 votes in hand from her previous attempts in April
and October of last year, while No. 10 was a candidate fpr the



Iirst t ime in A pril , when she obtained 142 votes. East Lancashire
sends up two girls , No. fi , who has made two attempts and has
21 7 votes to the good ; and No. 11 , who received 2538 votes in
April , and should have no difficulty in securing a vacancy. If
she does not , her name will bc removed from the list , as this is
her onl y remaining chance. Sussex also contributes two candi-
dates , who are placed at Nos. 21 and 22 respectively, and are
new app licants with several more chances available. The rest
of tlu: children are sent up from one or more Provinces or Dis-
tricts , and are as follow , namely :  No. 1 (Warwickshire and
Oxfordshire), who starts for her final chance with 134 votes to her
credit from the last three elections; No. 3 (Monmouthshire and
Somersetshire) with 113 votes to the good from the last two elec-
t ions ; Nos. 4 (New South Wales, Somerset , and Hants and Isle of
W'i tr l i t ) ,  5 (Gloucestershire), and 7 (Warwickshire), with 80,
30, and 77 votes respectivel y in hand ; No. 9 (Middlesex), who
received 2466 votes last A pril , and has every likelihood of being
placed among the successful , and Nos. 12 (Malta , Essex, and
Lincolnshire), and 14 (Suffolk), with 131 and 166 votes to their
respective credits. No. 15 (Surrey) will start with 14 62 votes in
hand , and the Lincolnshire girl at No. 19, has 1046 votes to the
good , so that both of them have fair chances of success. Nos. 23,
24, 25, and 2fi , all of whom have had their names newly placed
on tlu: list , hail from West Yorkshire , Somersetshire, Stafford-
shire , and Kent respectivel y ;  No. 30 from the Isle of Man , while
No. 31 has claims upon both Herefordshire and Derbyshire, and
No. 34 upon Madras and Burma. Thus there are 19 unsuccessful
candidates from April and 15 newl y approved , and of these six have
lost both parents , tiiree have both living, and 25 arc fatherless.
In the case of several of the children , their fathers had been
supporters of , or Steward s for, one or more of our Chanties,
and in many instances they held offices of greater or less
distinction in private or Provincial Grand Lodge.

There arc 46 candidates for the election into the

BOYS' SCHOOL , '

which will take place at the Quarterl y General Court to be held
at the Freemasons ' Tavern on Friday, the nth October , but thc
number of vacancies is onl y ifi . London furnishes 17 candidates
and has a part interest in securing the election of three others,
tlu: remaining 26 being wholl y Provincial or from Foreign
Stations. The London boys are—No. 1, who has made three
previous attempts and starts on his fourth with 868 votes to his
credit ; No. 3, who must win this time or have his name re-
moved from the list , starts well with 1995 votes in hand , so that
those in charge of his interests ought lo win a place for him.
No. 7 commenced his candidature in October , 1894, with the
result that he enters upon his present contest with 1397 votes to
the good , and as he also will  have his name removed if he fails
th i s  lime , we presume his friends will exert themselves
strenuousl y to prevent so great a misfortune.  Nos. 9 and 10
start with 990 votes and 347 votes respectively, the former
having onl y this one chance left of w inn in g  admission into
the Institution. Nos. 12 , 13, 14, and 15 all bring forward votes
from the A pril  election 111 which they look part , there being 203
lo the credit of No. 12 , 1373 to that of No. 13, 743 to that of No. 14,
and 2140 to that of No. 15. No 16 has 281 votes to the good,
and No. 19, who has onl y this one chance left him , 1540 votes.
Nos. 23, 25, 30, 37, 44, and 46 are all newly-approved cases.
There are , as we have said , three cases with claims on London

antl  the Provinces , namel y, No. 2 (Gloucestershire and London),
who starts on his fourth contest with 1591 votes standing to his
credit ; No . 17 (London and Essex), wilh 66o votes in hand ;
and No. 38—a new case—from Essex and London. Of thc
Provincial and District candidates , No. 4, from Northants and
1 hints , has 372 voles lo begin with ; No. 6 (South America),
1959 votes ; and No. 8 (Bermuda),  12 votes. There are three
Essex lads , viz. : No. 5, who , as he has 2094 votes to brin g for-
ward , looks like an easy w i n n e r ; No. 21 , who obtained 102 voles
last A pril  ; and No. 35, a new case. Hamp shire  and the Isle of
Wi ght has onl y one candidat e, who is placed at No. 11 and starts
wi th  46 voles, while  Surrey furn ishes  three , viz. : No. 18, with
57 S votes, and Nos. 43 and 45, both new cases. A lad with claims
on Staffordshire and East Lancashire has 174 votes in hand , but the
rest are all of them new cases, to wit .  No. 22. from West Lancashire;

No. 24 from Dorsetshire ; Nos. 26 and 42 fro m Gloucestershire
the former having onl y this one chance of success ; Nos. 27 and
28, twin brothers, from South Wales (West Division) ; No. 20
from Herefordshire ; Nos. 31, 36, and 40 from Kent ; Nos. 32
33, and 34 fro m Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire , and Cumberland
and Westmorland , respectively ;  No. 39 from Suffolk ; and No.
41 from Derbyshire. Of the whole 46 there are 21 who have
stood one or more contests already , and 2K who are new cases
and among them are cases in which the fathers won distinction
in the Craft , and were supporters of one or more of our Institu-
tions. There are 38 of the boys who are fatherless and one
motherless, two who have lost both parents, and five who have
both living.

As has been our custom for several years past, we earnestly
appeal to all electors who have not as yet promised their support
and influence to render all the help they can on behalf of those
children who will have their names struck off the list if they fail
at these elections. They are, among the girls , No. 1 (Warwick-
shire and Oxfordshire), No. 11 (East Lancashire), and No. 17
(Cheshire) ; and among the boys Nos. 3, 7, g,  and 19 (London),
and No. 26 (Gloucestershire).

OBJECTIONS TO MASONRY ANSWERED

BY THE LATE R.W. GRAND M ASTER , BRO . JOSEPH R. CHANDLE R .
Worshipful Masler, Officers , and Brethren ,—I regard with gratefu l

satisfaction the evidence of the respec t which you this evening evince fir  the
authority with which I am clothed , and refer all these testimonies of regard
to the source whence I de rive my authority. 1 thank jou , in the name
of the Gran d Lodge, and in the presence of its officers , for your attachment
to the Craft , and your devotion to its requirements. The zeal which you
have man ifested for the Fraternity has not passed unnoticed , and the
reports upon the appearance of your records show you to have been faithfu l
to the trust reposed in you.

You do well to regard with fidelity the minor objects of your lodge; it
is by them that innovation makes its approach. The unskilled can observe
when there is excess or deficiency in the important matters, and they will
from common interest , give notice of danger fro m such quarters ; but it
requires the vigilant attention of the skilled officer and the experienced
Master to guard agj inst the evils of carelessness in the smaller concerns,
by which changes may in time be wrought , which , however inconsiderable in
themselves , will serve as precedents for others that may grow into conse-
quence and work mischief to the Craft. Avoid innovations ; avoid change
let no love of novelty induce you to vary—in the smallest particular—your
arrangements, your terms , or your proceedings. You have no right to do it
deliberately ;  you should not do it , or permit it to be done by inattention to
the movements of olhers or ignorance of your own duties. As you re ceive
the Fraternity, so preserve it. Instruct each other in the prescribed things ,
and thus exact conformity j but in nowise permit innovations to approach ;
it would be a cause of censure to you to allow i t ;  it would be a source of
self-reproach 10 know that any evil had lesulted to the harmony of the
Fraternity by your love of novelty or your carelessness of trust.

I have been requested , my brethren , to use the occasion of one of my
Grand Visitations to remwk upon certain objections which have bsen made
to Freemasonry by persons who are unwilling to be considered anti-Masons ,
and yet are opposed to what they are pleased to denominate secret societies.

1 he addresses which I have already delivered were intended to show
many of the existing advantages of our Fraternity, and to encourage the
brethren to the exercise of virtues which would gre itly extend these advant-
ages. These, therefore, may be considered , in some measure, answers 10
objections against Masonry, because they are arguments in favour of its
extension , and illustrations of its capacities for good.

Still , I will meet these objections , as they appear to have been propou nded
in a spirit of fairness, and have occupied the thoughts , if not moved tlie
doubts, of some brethren now present ; for it is not always enough that we
are unconscious of evils in that which we esteem ; the doubts of others must
always have some weight with us and it frequentl y happens that our con-
fidence is disturbed by the apparentl y candidly expressed distrust of others
when their denunciations or arguments would bi wholly inoperative.

L do not condescend to entertain such objections to Freemasonry as have
been urged by those brawling opponents , who seem, by the extravagance
ot their charges, rather desirous of public agitation than of our extinction ;
who, indeed , can only give themselves consequence by hostility to us, and
who would be wholl y insi gnificant without the morbid excitement which the ir
ridiculous attacks upon us keep alive. Such subjects belong to other pi ices.
You would feel offended as good men , as well as true Masons, if I were
to attempt to disprove their slanders ; their very grossness has come to m-ike
their authors ridiculous ; and we may forgive the inventors while the world
is forgetting the invention ; thoug h we know that , like other evils , th ese
slanders are not to sink into the earth , but vtid " return to plague the
inventors."

The objections to Fremasonry, which I have been called upon to consider,
are of another kind , such as are made by many good men, and such as have
undoubtedl y had weight to diminish regard for our Fraternity, and to with-
hold some from our communion. Incidenlally it is probable that I have, u*
the course of my Grand Visitations , referred lo some of them already ; ^a
a repetition may not be unprofitable , when it is deemed expedient to dcv"te
an address to the consideration of such subj ect.

The leading obj rets are :



First. That , though Masonry, in its origin and down through various
stages of society, has been eminentl y calculated to promote the benefit of
the Craft , yet, in the present state of man 's social relations , the necessity
of its existence has ceased , and consequently it remains, at best, a useless
machinery, liable to be abused to mischief.

Second. That , in a republican government , secret associations are
dangerous, as nurseries of political cabals; and that Freemasonry may be
cherished to the very mischievous ends contemp lated in the objection.

Third. The ceremonies of the lodge, as set forth in the admitted
rituals of Masonry, may be regarded as treating sacred subjects with it rev-
erence.

Fourth. That some of the tendencies of Masonic associations have
been unfriendl y to morals, by permitting too great asacrifice to its festivities.

Fifth. That , as all men are bound to do good, and as society has pro-
vided by its legislative acts for the support of the utterly destitute , there is
no necessity for the interference of Masonic benevolence as a special duty.

Sixth. That females are excluded from the communion of Masonry,
while in all acts of kindness, in all associations of benevolence , and all the
works of active Charity, the efficiency of their aid is acknowled ged , and lhe
promptness of their service is known to make doubly valuable the delicacy
of its extension.

Seventh. That , if there is any merit in this Fratern ity of Freemasoiry,
it is the duty of the Fraternity, as true philanthrop ists , to open the door of
the lodge to every one, that all may share in its benefits.

Eighth. That , whatever may be the good which Freemasonry proposes ,
every thing of which it is capable can be accomplished by religion ; and that ,
to establish a separate society for a special object , is to deny to reli gion a
part of its power, and to deprive it of a portion of its legitimate exercise.

These my brethren , are some of the objections made to our Fraternity by
men who would protest against any classification which would include them
in the category of anti-Masons. I shall rep ly to each of them briefly.
Most of you know that some of them are wholly unfounded , and all of jou
feel that every one of them can be met satisfactoril y to every Mason, I
shall , therefore, spare much argument which I might deem necessary were I
addressing an audience of unitiated , and only present such prominent
reasons as will serve to settle the minds of some brothers, and to supp ly
them with simple answers to lhe queries of the unprejudiced.

I scarcely know of any association—political , philanthrop 'c, or reli gij us
—but comes in time to extend its relations, enlarge its influences , and thus
to increase its machinery until all its characteristics are not visible at a
single glance. In such cases, those who would become partici pants of the
benefits of the confraternity satisfy themselves of the genera l good tendency
and proper objects of the association , and trust to the corresponding bearing
of the minor portions. In associations for temporal objects , this taking a
portion on trust is denominated conf idence , in religious denominations , it is
faith. ; The unseen and the untold are jud ged of by the visible and the
avowed , and the assent is given to the remainder with a species of reserva-
tion that there is to be no outrage of reason when reason is the standard ;
no discrepancies discoverable between the present and the future
revelation.

Something of this kind belongs to our Fraternity ; more of it, perhaps ,
than to any other institution of human origin. It has come down through
so many ages by oral tradition , and is so extensive in its conclusions , that
not all can understand the whole of its bearings, and the simp le brother,
jud ging by the excellence of that which he has acquired , of the appropriate-
ness of all its patts, has not troubled himself to arrange arguments in defence
of the operations of the institution in all its ramifications , but contents him-
self with the knowledge that so much good as he sees existing must be in-
compatible with the evil charged, and that while he feels the weight of
objections skilfully urged, he has no doubt that in the reposito ries of the
Fraternity- there are answers to all objections , and that those who preside
over the mysteries of the Craft know how to defend and sustain them.

The first object ion is, in substance, that the necessity for Masonry, if
ihere ever was any, has ceased by the changes in society ; and that there is
rather danger than profit in its machinery.

Those who look upon society in Europe, and in parts of America, and
compare the past with the present, must acknowledge that immense changes
have taken place in its ingredients and structure , and that all these changes
have been _ for the general amelioration of the condition of man and the
approximation of classes by the breaking down of artificial distinctions.
The general rights of man , civil , politica l , and religious, are now better
understood and most gent rally acknowled ged and admitted. Men in these
portions of the world now stand more neatly on an equality than they oncedid , and the disparity of comforts and conveniences is almost as much
diminished as is that of political position. How much Freemasonry his
done towards this I pretend not to say ; it is not SJ much a part of my
purpose to show how much good she reall y has wrought as to prove to you
now little evil she has done. I might , by proving that ever s-ince these
ameliorations commenced in Europe, Freemasonry has been operative atn.mg
those who promoted the good , and has been private ly practiced or publicl yavowed. By proving these things, which would be easy, I mig ht , I say,
assert a claim in behalf of Freemasonrv for much of the credit of producingthe benefits which are said to render Freemasonry unnecessary ; and my
tlaim mi ght be strengthened by the exhibition of another fact , that the veryrulers who have most withstood the progress of the ameliorations of oursocial condition are those who have evinced the most hostility to Free-
masonry ; but we let that claim rest for the present , and proceed to consider
''gain the validity of the objection.

Admitting all the change in society which is asserted , and doing jusiiceto all the active benevolence cherished and exhibited in this state ot things ,
th f'are t*lat ^eY ^° not 'nter fere w'th the necessity of Freemasonry,thoug h they may, in some measure, change its mode of action. There
'eems no need for a man to set forth in the world , and in his pilgrimage¦ust to the kindness of a sing le association for aid. So many channels are"pen for travel and support, and dangers are so much diminished that it
. ay seldom happen that a Mason is found to apply to his brethren for aid ,
" counsel , or in funds. The intercourse between the frequented portions of

^
urope an(j  ^g unj tecj Slates is so constant , and the mercantile relations

j "j timate , that the resort to the brotherhood must be rare, especiall y as
r?'eave this country for pecuniary benefits on the continent. But the
,_.[¦?. M not suppose an impossibility. Nor must we confin e our id"as of
as • . ^ 

aic* 
,0 l^e asking of alms, or in the application lor pecuniary

ben fi nCe " Countenance , advice, social intercours e, these are Masonic
barb ' anc* l^ese a,e as necessary in the most civilised as in the mostoarous state of society. And how are these to be obtained , or how are

the rare instances of pecuniary aid to be expected if lodges are to be closed
because social life is improved , and the commoner has corns to dispute the
right of government with the noble ?

This is obvious. Masonry places her benefits above the distribution of
alms. But suppose the amelioration of social life has diminished some of
the uses of Masonry so far as that amelioration extends—still we may inquire
how much effect has it wrought?  How far does that amelioration extend ?
Of the hundreds of millions of human beings on earth , how small , how very
small a portion have yet been reached by this improvemeet? How wide
the field of Masonic usefulness , upon which the boasted operation of social
perfection has yet wrought no effects.

Social life has yet scarcely much to boast of in much of Russ'a; Asia
and Africa and the islands of the ocean may be improved , and only a
ponion of our own contineut has been reached with that amelioration which
is to dispense with any portion of the aid and assistance which Freemasonry
is calculated to impart , and which it does impart.

But , like the most refined portions of civilisation , it will be found that
even among them the princi ples of Freemasonry, or something like them ,
are required to accomplish the objects which they are proposed to reach.

I need not tell you that as society becomes more and more civilised , it
becomes more and more artificial , and certain rules derived from long
habits acquire force far beyond any claim which may be set up, or by
want , or by suffering, pleading in the name of humanity. Something is
required ; some new claim is necessary. A form of appea l that is special and
particular—and that is found in Freemasonry—that has the power to break
throug h the incrustations of social life, to overlook the barriers that have
been raised by the circumstances of socieiy, and to secure circumstances
which might not be otherwise obtained. I do not mean that it breaks down
the barriers of social life , that it confounds order and fuses the elements of
society ; not at all ; it becomes, I assert, a means of procuring certain social
and pecuniary advantages, which miff ht be obtained , indeed , without it , but
which is insured by its proper use. Beyond the pale of this artificial society,
it has all the advantages which it might ever claim , and which do not seem
to be denied by its opponents. There is a selfishness in the plea , that we
who are in this improved social condition are not called upon to sustain
Masonry ; whose benefits seem to be chiefl y for those not thus advan-
tageously situated. I have, in some of my previous addresses , answered
this objection ;—it is cold , selfish in its character and origin ;  unlit  for the
consideration of a Mason ; unworth y the hi gh philanthropy in which our
Fraternity is maintained. To do good to others is lh ;  object of Masons ;
and they must seek their reward in the delightful consciousness of attaining
that object. They must then mak e the advantages of their social condition
a means of usefulness to their brethren ; and while they bless God that they
can enjoysocial, religious , and political liberty, and the abun dance of the
good things of this life , they must not shut their hearts to the thoug ht that ,
as Masons, they must consider their own fortunate condition as a means of
aiding others less favourably situated.—Keystone.

ADDRESS OF COMP. J. ROSS ROBERTSON,
M.E. GRAND Z. OF THE GRAND CHAPTER OF

CANADA.

The following is the essential portion of the address delivered at thc
38th Annual Convocation by Comp. J. Ross Robertson , M.E. Grand Firs:
Princi pal of the Grand Chapter of Canada (Province ot Ontario), held in
the Masonic Hall , Toronto , on the 16th July.

Having dwelt on matters personal to himself and on the important duty
which had devolved upon him as Grand Z. of visiting and inspecting the
chapters in the jurisdiction , Comp. R OHEKTSO .V proceeded , the firs : subjict
that claimed his attention being " Proposals for Ne * Chapters ," his remarks
on which were as follows :

The indifference disp layed in many places to the interests of Capitular
Masonry induces a hesitation in extending the woik by the issue of dis-
pensa iions or of warrants to new chapters . Our printed records , with the
roll of chapters scattered over all parts of the jurisdiction , are cxiernal
evidences of internal welfare. And yet , it is an easy thing to have an army
on paper , with cannons on the ramparts and shot and shell stored ready for
any emergency. But paper armies have vanished before to-day, and the
sad lessons of defeat have shown that what is represented on paper mu->t
have material existence in the field. So it is with the work of Royal Arch
Masonry. We may issue dispensations and establish chapters , but if the
workers arc only represented by names on the roll call , if the ofiicirs arc
those who are on hand only at a church parade, an "At Home ," or an
official muster , where Masonic millinery is the best thing in the ouilit , then
is not a Grand First Princi pal j ustified in refusing to touch the button and
give vitality to an organisation which would not reflect credit upon Masonic
life ?

Along this line comes the question of reviving dormant warrants , in
places other than those in which they were or iginall y located.

My personal experience in the writing of Masonic history has confirmed
an opinion , uttered 20 years ago, that the removal of warrants fro m one
part of the jurisdiction to the other , was not in harmony with the progres-
siveness which should mark Cap itular Masonry .

The fee for a new chapter has been heretofo re ^50, a price not unreason-
able, considering that the fee for the Cap itular Degrees was ^20. In order ,
however , to extend the work , consent was given to the re-issue of old war-
rants at the reduced fee of §10.

This opened the gateway , and from the east and west , from the north
and south of the jurisdiction , requests were made and petitions duly filed for
the re-issue of warrants which had alread y seen service.

'lhe plea may have been in the interests of the Royal Arch , but march-
ing alongside of this plea was the factor that it was n j t onl y a cheap way of
establishing new chapters at a discount oi ^40 fro m the price of a new war-
rant , but also a scheme for obtaining an antiquity which had been earned by
companions , whose bones would almost rattle in the church yard at the
thoug ht of their Masonic memories being in the care of those who might or
might not reflect credit upon their names.



The warrants so removed, havine chapter names applicable to the locality,
ceas- to possess any geographical significance, while the fact that those whose
n*mes appear on the warrant as charter members are dead and gone, looks
as if the scheme of revival were an enterprise for obtaining antiquity at a
1< w price , with inducements to live men to climb a genealogical tree which
might be admired for its age only.

C' apters cannot prosper in small centres. One lodge rarely developes
searchers after the higher mysteries of the Royal Arch in sufficient numbers
to g ive strenv th to a Chapter. Different lodges have different characteristics,
but these are harmonised in the higher and unified life of the chapter. One
great element of strength in our system is its power to build stones hewn
from many quarries into the perfected beauty of the Royal Arch.

The introduction of the work in the form adopted by Grand Chapter
commends itself as a ready means of attaining an exemplification which
existed only in a very crude form prior to the adoption of the present work.
While it is true that in a few of the chapters the moss-covered ritual of
long ago is worked off on unsuspecting candidates , the percentage of these
workers is so small that it is better to await the dispensations of a kindly
Providence than endeavour to disci pline those who offend. In the former
case the action would be permanent ; in the latter it would be but temporary.
One is reminded of these efforts when listening to obligations so constructed
that they contain the condensed essentials of all the Degrees, from the
Entered Apprentice to those which were in vogue in the days of the
Egyptian mysteries, when novices were tested with the terrors of the
elements. There can be no efficiency without effort , and with effort would
come a knowledge of the ritual which would save the work from being
disfigured by absurdities in rendering.

The wisdom of the action taken by Grand Chapter in reducing the fee
for Degrees to §10 may have been questioned , and justly so, when first
discussed. It was a venture which had within it possibilities not of advan-
tage to the Royal Arch. It was said to be a cheapening of Masonic
privilege that would lessen the dignity of Degrees which had acknowledged
antiquity.

These views, however , are not justified by actual experience. The move
was an excellent one from many points of view. It has enlivened the work
in our chapters. It has turned the streams of Craft thought to refresh the
fields of ihe Royal Arch. It has given us life in places where, Masonically
speaking, death was lurking. It has revived the work so much that even
veterans, who unbuckled their armour years ago, thinking that as they
walked out chaos would walk in , have left their firesides and refreshed their
memories with bits of the ritual , which , if shortened by a couple of words,
would leave them nothing to say.

While these outward and visible signs of revival cheer our hearts , we
have, nevertheless, to contend with difficulties which have not to be sur-
mounted by other institutions.

The ground floor of our fraternal structure holds the initial part of the
work, which gives, by the three sections of the Craft Degrees, the right to
go up higher and seek in the fourth section the brighter and clearer light of
Masonry in the Degrees of the Royal Arch. The Capitular Degrees are of
admitted antiquity. They contain the essentials of knowledge that give
perfection to the Craft Degrees, and which were not manufactured to suit
the whims of those whose delight it was to face a camera and look pleasant
as the artist perpetuates the grandeur of their regalia for the edification of
generations yet unborn.

These thoughts meet us when we find that there are those who claim
that the higher light shines elsewhere, that the Royal Arch is but a minor
constellation, and that if the Craft Mason desires to see the sun of know-
ledge in all its radiance, and eventually find himsel f placed amongst the
immortals, he must have a guide who knew not Moses, one of a tribe that
is not descended from the princes and rulers of the Craft , but who can lead
the wayfarer by pleasant roadways, where obligations vegetate and good
company is the leading characteristic.

For other Degrees in the field of Masonic labour one has, and truly,
every regard and veneration. Men have the right to join any branch of
Masonic work, but no man or men have the right to better the condition of
the rites, to which they are partial , at the expense of an institution which
saw the sunlight almost half a century before the rites alluded to were known
to have either a father or mother.

The Royal Arch Degree is one of merit. Its worth is shown in the
fact that in the motherland it was for years an integral part of the
Craft work. It stands and will stand as the perfection of Masonry. Other
Degrees may have in them the essentials and be good enough Masonry for
those who want them. Our Degrees, however, are not counted as the
millionaire counts his cash. We are not turning into the highways and by-
ways companions as moving advertisements of our work. Nor do we call
to our aid the notation table and teach innocent Craftsmen to believe that
a concentration of numerals proves that the possessor has the pathway to
his greatness lined with libraries of knowledge, when every friend knows
that all he owns are the steps that lead up to empty shelves.

The higher rites, any that you may select , are not the exalted end of the
Masonic student s journey. They are pleasant picnic-grounds on the up-
ward road , where worthy brothers , with the price of admission, may turn
aside to be refreshed with good companionshi p and adorn their names with
Roman numerals indicative of nothing but ability to pay for Degrees. Tlie
Royal Arch chapter is the real seal summit of the true Mason 's journey, a
height which is not to be attained by the sweat of a pocket-book , but which
must be won by mental toil.

The Royal Arch has the right of way. It follows in the van of the
primal Degrees, and is the living impersonation and the recognised terminus
of all that is l'g itimate in the Masonry that has been handed down by our
fathers in the Craft.

This divergence for a few moments fro m the beaten track reminds me
that of er features of the work deserve attention.

The Committee- in charge of the re-drafiing of our Constitution will
place the result of their labours before you , and it is to be hoped tha t their
earnest effort made, will be favoure d with your approval.

On one point in the proposed Constitution , I desire to express an opinion.
The Committee has introduced a clause providing for an officer to be known
as a Grand Lecturer. This was a suggestion of my own—the result of con-
siderable thoug ht as I journeyed fro m chapter to chapter. It does not
entail any expenditure whatever on the part of Grand Chapter , but gives
those chapters which desire the services of such an officer an opportunity at
a very moderate cost of perfecting themselves in the ritual under a thorough
competent instructor. It is an experiment worth y of trial.

An important matter for Grand Chapter is its financial investments. We
are not a wealthy Institution and yet we have some $20 ,000 of funds , .S5000
of which is invested in building society stock , and the remainder , about
.St6,ooo lies to our credit in the bank. One-fourth of this sum was invested
a few years ago with a loan and building association, whose stock to-day is
so low that a poor man , with but little ready cash , could be a millionaire in
the face value of this stock. Fortunatel y, we sold out and escaped what
would have been a loss to-day of perhaps S3,two or over.

It is not my duty to criticise the standing of commercial companies. My
business is with the funds of Grand Chapter. Safety is our first considera-
tion. Our funds are trust funds , and there should be no speculative invest-
ment in funds of that character. We have no right to invest in the securities
of societies or companies that may, or may not , when assets are re-valued ,
be able to stand the strain. Nor should we, in our investments, be swayed
by the influences and friendshi p of those of the Craft who are either directly
or indirectly interested in moneyed institutions. Prudent investors recognise
the value of munici pal and county bonds and debentures as the best form
of security, and with this in view, an opportunity will be offered to Grand
Chapter in a few weeks to have city bonds, at a shade under 4 per cent, as
an investment for surplus funds. It is better to have 3J per cent, or 3J per
cent, sure, than 4J- per cent, or 5 per cent, with the element of doubtful
value. The shrinkage, which has struck every form of business and every
line of trade, affects loan institutions. Property on the red-lined balance
sheet of a loan society only increases in value by the addition of interest and
of taxes, and when re-values have to be made, if they ever are, the decrease
in value is not encouraging. If we must invest in monetary institutions, let
us choose those which receive money at first hand from the investor, and not
institutions which have to seek the aid of chartered banks on the larger
trust companies.

I have held under my personal direction 13 chapters of instruction durine
the past year. At these all the Degrees have been exemplified. The
at endance , except at the meeting at Chatham , was satisfactory. The work
at London, Barrie, Belleville, Brockville, Almonte and Windsor, was excel-
lent, while that at Toronto and Oakville was of the highest character. The
Mark work of Dunnville Chapter , and the Royal Arch work of St. Paul's,
Toronto, and of Oakville Chapter, were an example of earnest study and
exact attention to every detail never excelled in the jurisdiction.

Coincidences that mark our lives are illustrated by the fact that as this
paragrap h is being written , the Australian mail brings with it the announce-
ment from our Grand Superintendent , that union on terms honourable to
our companions in the Australian District and to those of the Grand
Chapter of Victoria , has been agreed upon , and that the fusion will be con-
summated on next Friday, the 20th July. The terms of union will be found
in the report of our Grand Superintendent. They provide for a recognition
of the past rank of our officers , for foundation warrants from the Grand
Chapter of Victoria , for our chapters, free registration of our members at
date of amalgamation , and that dispensations be granted by the Grand
Chapter of Victoria for the installation of officers elected at the meeting in
each chapter succeeding amalgamation.

Judging by the report of our Grand Superintendent and by personal
letters received , the basis of union is one that is satisfactory. May it prove
to be so. May the memory of whatever unrest existed in the past be for-
gotten for ever. May the union now accomplished lead to the building up
of another stronghold of the Royal Arch , guarded by companions with
hands and hearts united , in a land pre-eminent for enterprise, and dear to
us as Canadians because of its place in thc circle of ou 1 world-wide British
rnation.

The question of changing the date of the meeting of Grand Chapter
has been discussed by many companions during the past year.

The Committee on the Constitution considered the matter, and although
favourable to the idea , determined to leave the decision to Grand Chapter
without a recommendation.

Years ago the proposal was made to have a Masonic week, once each
year, when all organisations, Craft and Capitular, as well as those affiliated
by custom , would meet and transact the business and other duties pertain-
ing to each. The proposal was carried into effect , and for 15 years
past , a week in July has been occupied with Masonic work.

The feeling that more interest would be created in each department of
the work , that a larger attendance would be secured , and that a more
general prosperity would wait upon us induced the promoters of the move-
ment to carry it into effect.

While there may be an increase in the average of attendance by other
institutions meeting in the same week, the average number of chapters re-
presented is about the same as it was 10 years ago, and a review of the
proceedings does not show the advantages anticipated. Indeed , an opinion
prevails that our meeting in the same week as the Craft Grand Lodge
lessens our importance and obscures our identity, and decreases the interest ,
by reason of the relatively greater questions which occupy the mind of the
Craft Grand Lodge.

1 his is a subject of paramount importance to Grand Chapter, and a pro-
posal that we should foregather in midwinter, when the demands of business
are not so pressing upon those who toil either in city or country, is worthy of
the fullest consideration.

This Grand Chapter is a sovereign organisation , with an honourable
record of 38 years. It has raised the standard of Capitular work, and
commands the regard and respect of kindred bodies. If the view that we
are lost in the Masonic maze by meeting in the same week as other bodies
be true , then by all means let us try, if onl y as an experiment , the effect of
assembling another time, when our energies will not be divided , when our
time will be at our command and not subordinate, as it is to-day, to the
business of another body, which naturall y takes precedence.

The exchange of representatives with foreign Grand Chapters, and the
appointment of companions to positions of that character, remind me tha'
the representative system is to be discussed in the Craft Grand Lodge. The
representative system has been established for many years. It originated
with the Grand Lodge of an American jurisdiction , and in its initial form
subordinate lodges of various jurisdictions exchanged representatives &
evidences of fraternity, as tokens of friendshi p. When adopted by Grand
Lodge it assumed a more enlarged form , and has gained such favour tiw
with , perhaps, one exception , every Grand Lodge and Grand Chapt_er
adhere to the system. It may not have all the advantages intended by '1'
founders , but it has the meri t , at least , of making friendl y relations whid
exist between Craft jurisdictions , and the very act of appointment is evidence
of a desire to strengthen and cement the bond that mutuall y joins all orga"1"
sations known to the Masonic. Some allege that these representative5 ar



but Mies upon the Masonic wheel , that in their appointment there is no end
to serve , no purpose in view. It may be said that this does not appl y to
those selected in connection with Grand Chapter , for four years ago a very
import ant service was rendered by the representative of this Grand Chapter ,
near an American Grand Chapter , a service which was gratefull y acknow-
ledged. Also, within a few months , another act of kindness was performed
in the interests of companions of this jurisdiction by an American represen-
tat ive, which gave considerable com fort to those concerned. These cases I
recall. There are also others , o£ which I have not the date at hand. The
existence of representatives is no burden upon the revenue of Grand Chapter.
They have not salaried rank. There have been , and may again be, ex-
amples of good having been done by them, and they can never do harm.
They represent a sentiment, but there is a strength in sentiment , and it
would not be well to lose that strength by abolishing the Grand Represen-
tatives. The report of the Grand Scribe E. contains a list of those whom
1 have recommended as representatives to us from our Grand Chapter.

My attention has been called to the use of heraldic signs and coats of
arms in the Book of Marks of some chapters . My opinion is, that the
marks selected should be Masonic in character, and composed of lines in
any form, whether in squares, triangles, right ang les, or circles, or a selected
combination of all. These marks were originall y in the operative lodges
used by the members to indicate their work , and in all transactions recorded
in the lodge books, where a signature'was necessary, after it came the mark.

Some companions in our own jurisdiction have found m their ancestral
garrets a coat of arms, which may or may not be theirs , and adopt these
arms as a Masonic mark , and enter it in the book of marks , and engrave it
on their keystone. This insignia , so selected , is neither Masonic nor appro-
priate. There is a place for coats of arms, but Masonic records are not
that place. The Operative Masters of the Craft , when they wielded the
mallet and the chisel, gained their right to mark their work by years of toil.
And so let our work bear the mark of merit , and not the painted quarters
of insignia, which have - no place in a land where character is the test , and
an unsullied reputation and good citizenship count for more than all the
trimming which money or favour can glue on the fabric of a mortal life.

It is a pleasure to state that harmony has prevailed during the past year,
and that, with one or two exceptions, nothing has occurred to disturb the
even tenor of goodwill for which this jurisdiction is noted.

One case, however, requires special mention. At the last meeting of
Grand Chapter , the Committee on Warrants recommended that the dis-
pensation , issued to Dufferin Chapter at Carleton Place, be continued for
another .year from the fact that some slight unrest had occurred in the
chapter, and it was thought probable that the extension of the dispensation
might lead to the settlement of the difficulties. My absence for a few weeks
iii Europp prevented my personal attention to the matter , but I directed the
Grand Scribe E. to attend at Carleton Place, convene a special meeting of
the chapter ,' hear the opinions of companions , and endeavour to adjust
matters, and that if he found it absolutely impossible to arrange an amicable
settlement to withdraw the dispensation. The Grand Scribe E. acted in
accordance with my instructions , listened to a lengthened discussion in the
chapter, and , seeing that there was no possible hope of a reconciliatio n ,
withdrew the dispensation , leaving the books and appointments of the
chapter in the care of its First Princi pal. His action he reported to me,
and I have endorsed the same. At a later date another petition for a
dispensation was forwarded for a chapter at Carleton Place, and, after an
examination of the names thereon , I issued a dispensation for a chapter to
be known as Maple Leaf Chapter , and the officers were installed in due
form. This is one of the four chapters out of 79 in this province which I
have been unable to visit, but I witnessed an exemplification of its work at
Almonte and can testif y to its accuracy, and also to the earnestness of the
oflicers of Maple Leaf Chapter.

My ruling has been asked in regard to the exemplification of fore ign
work in this jurisdiction. My opinion is that the standard and authorised
work of this Grand Chapter should alone prevail in the jurisdiction . The
introduction ot foreign work, with dramatic embellishments , is apt to create
dissatisfaction arid discontent amongst the younger companions, who , in the
early days of their Capitular lives, are easily swayed by the alleged beauties
of a ritual decorated with ornamentations that are not in harmony with
Canadian methods or manners.
¦ The Past Master's Degree, having been eliminated from our system, a
chapter in a western district asks permission to still continue that section of
lhe work , on the ground that , being on the International line , it facilitates
'he entry of our companions into foreign chapters. Grand Chapter having
abolished the Past Master 's Degree, no authority can be given for its con-
tinuance in any chapter, and to confer thc Degree is therefore a direct
violation pf the constitution of Grand- Chapter , subjecting the chapter , so
working, to disci pline. The Past Master 's Degree never had a right to even
a Place in the Capitular system. It gained favour here years ago as a relic
ef a custom that prevailed in the old land , when the Craft chair was a pre-
requisite to the Capitular. This condition has passed away. The Past
Master 's Degree belongs, and always did , to the Criaft work , and the con-
j erring of the Degree in a chapter is an attempt to give exalted rank and
knowled ge to men , many of whom are not out of leading strings in Craft
work.

^ The legitimate Past Master is to be found in the Craft lodge. Thc
initiation article is found in Capitular jurisdictions which undertake to
confer the Degree. There is enough legitimate.Masonry in our particular
"ranch of work , without importing an extraneous ceremony, which has
features repellent to the instincts of men who reverence the teachings of
Masonry. • l

The report on Foreign Correspondence this year has been written by
"• L. Comp. G. J. Bennett. It is a masterl y effoit , and will be read , I am
sure , with pleasure by not only our own companions, but by those in other
ju risdictions who .peruse our. proceedings.

If during the year my interest in the work has not been proclaimed by
'ne silent eloque n ce of action , no words of mine will proclaim that interestnow.

Whatevct you disagree with in my message you can attribute to anexcess of enthusiasm. If my zeal has not spared the feelings of any com-
panion , I hope that the companion will remember that thc same zeal has not
Pared my time or my comfort.

ft is just possible that I take Masonic life too seriousl y, but I feel , as
"e who has a deep interest in the work , that unless Grand Chapter is

"lore rigid in its requirements from those selected for office , it is a waste of
"le for a Grand '/.. to travel miles to kindle fires out of embers that have
^OM. ceastd to smoulder , and view ruins which human skill cannot rebuild.

PRO VINCIAL GRAND CHAPTER OF NORTH WALES

By direction of Bro. Colonel the Hon. W. E. Sackville West , G.
Supt., the above Provincial Grand Chapter was held on the 4 h.h inst., at
Newtown , and was largely attended. The G. Supt. invested the
following as his oflicers for the year :
Comp. Col. H. Piatt , 384 ... ... ... Prov. G.H.

„ T. Mark Taylor , 998... ... ... Prov. G.J.
„ J. Tuxford , 1509 ... ... ... Prov. G.S.E.
,, W. Chas. Logan , 1509 ... ... Prov. G.S.N.
,, Rev. VV. Morgan , 6n6 ... ... Prov. G. Reg.
„ Donald Cameron , 384 ... ... Prov. G. Treas.
,, Robert Owen , 384 ... ... ... Prov. G. Prin. Soj .
,, R. Jones, 998 ... ... ... Prov. 1st. A.G. Soj.
,, R. M. Greaves, 1509... ... ... Prov. 2nd A. G. Soj.
„ D. W. Davies, 606 ... ... ... Prov. G.S.B.
„ E. G. Hump hreys, 484 ... ... Prov. G. Std. Br.
„ A. T. Benbow, 99S ... ... ... Prov. G.D. of C. •
„ J .Jones , 1509 ... ... ... Prov. A.G.D. of C.
,, Dr. Hug h Jones Roberts , 606 ... ... Prov. A.G.S.E.

T. Westlake Morgan , 384 ... ... Prov. G. Org.
„ W. Fendick , 3S4 " ... ... ... Prov. G. Janitor.

CONSECRATION OF THE HARLECH LODGE,
No. m, SLIGO.

On Tuesday, the 3rd inst., a bright and inspiring ceremonial was con-
ducted in the town of Sligo in the consecration and dedication of a new
lodge there by Bro. the Right Hon. Lord Harlech , Prov. Grand Master of
North Connaught. His lordshi p arrived punctually at three o'clock, and
was attended by the following Prov. Grand Officers : Bros. Rev. Dr.
Clarke, Prov. Deputy Grand Master ; Edward T. Kell , P.S.G.W. ;
William J. Robinson , LL.B., P.J.G.W.; David Brown , P.G. Treas. ;
B. St. George Harrison , P.G. Sec. ; Rev. L. P. T. Ledoux , P.G. Chap. ;
Robert R. Fry, J.P., acting P.S.G.D. ; Hugh Ross, P.J.G.D.; Charles
B. Jones , C.E., P.G.S. of Works ; Alexander Sim, J.P., Prov. ,G.D.C ;
Arthur C. Brooks, R.C.M., Org.; Joseph Irwin , P.G.S.B. ; Dr. T. S.
Murray, acting P.G.I.G. ; and Francis Armstrong, P.G. T>ler. The Past
Prov. Grand Officers also present were Bros. Abraham O Courr , William
H. Irwin , Arthur Jackson , and Thomas D. Smith , South Eastern District ,
and there was a crowded attendance of founders and visitors.

The music was conducted by Bro. Arthur Brooks, Organist , assisted by
a choir of local brethren who had previously practised an excellent pro-
gramme of most appropriate Masonic selections. " The march of the men
of Harlech " was played during the processions, and the 100th and 133rd
Psalms were chanted during the ceremony, and the Masonic hymns '• Let
Mason s fame resound," " Stand forth , O worthy craftsman ," splendidly
rendered , as was the anthem " Glory to God on High."

The ritual was carried out with perfect precision and the utmost dignity
by the Pro^. Grand Master, who also delivered a Masonic address, replete
with the most useful advice to the assembled brethren, which was most
enthusiastically received.

Upon the conclusion of the consecration and dedication ceremony, Bro,
Lord Harlech immediately proceeded to the installation of Bro. Arthur
Ward , P.M. 20, as the first VV.M. of the new lodge, which , by his lordship's
permission , had received the name of the Harlech Lodge out of respect and
esteem for the Prov. Grand Master, who has N:en such for close on a quarter
of a century. Having been placed in the chair and saluted , theW.M. duly
installed Bros. John Chambers as S.W. ; Alexander Munro , J.W. ; Rev.
T. J. Bayley, B.A., S.D.; James Chambers , J .D.; J. H. Dixon , I.G. ;
and C. B. Tully, Secretary pro tern.

The Iodge having been closed , the Provincial Grand Master, Deputy
Grand Master, Provincial Grand Officers , and a large number of visitors
were elegantly entertained by the Worshipful Master and founders of the
Harlech Lodge.

The loyal and Masonic toasts were duly honoured.
The toast of " The Provincial Grand Master " was proposed by Bro ,

ARTHUR JACKSON , Sec. 20, P.P.S.G.W., who conveyed the warm thanks
of the Sligo brethren to his lordshi p for his visit and dignified conduct of
the proceedings on the occasion.

Bro. Lord HARLECH , having thanked the brethre n for their reception ,
again wished the new lodge prosperity, and proposed " The W.M. and
Founders."

" I he Health of the Deputy Provincial Grand Master, Bro. the Rev.
Dr. Clarke," was proposed by Bro. EDWARD T. K EI .L, Prov. S.G.W., and
he in turn proposed the toast el " Bro. Arthur Jackson and all those locals
who, by their musical talents or otherwise, had contributed to the Masonic
treat," which was a real credit to North Connaught and the Craft in
general.

The Tyler 's toast followed.
A collection was made for the Schools and Annuity Fund , and upon the

Provincial Grand Master and others leaving for the tram, Bro. Brooks
played "The March of the Men of Harlech ," and great enthusiasm
prevailed.

We may remind our readers that Bro. Lord Harlech , Provincial Grand
Master of North Connaught , is also the Provincial Grand Master of Nort h
Wales.

Those who took part in the musical part of the ceremonies were Bros. A.
C. Brooks, R.C.M., Organist , Arthur Jackson , C. B. Jones, G. R. Lawless,
F.R.C.S., R. B. McNeily, J. J. Nelson , and the Rev. T. J. Bayley. Bro.
Joseph Gillespie, S.W. 242 , sang his song " Fidelity," dedicated to Bro.
Lord Harlech , after the toast of nis lordship 's health. It is needless to add
that " God save the Queen " and " God bless the Prince of Wales "
occup ied their respective places on the programme.

The Prov. Grand Chaplain , Bro. the Rev. L. P. T. Leadoux , M.A.,
wore his academic gown and hood along with the insi gnia of his office , and
carried his cap in hand while officiating, and all the other arrangements were
made with equal precision and decorum.



THE FOLLOWING HOTELS OF

THE M I D L A N D  RAILW AY
COMPANY will be found complete in all the

arrangements, and the charges moderate.
MIDLAND GRAND

(St. Pancras Station) London, N.W.
The new

VENETIAN ROOMS
at this Hotel

are available for Wedding Breakfasts, and Public and
Private and Masonic Banquets.

ADELPHI
(Near Central Station), LIVERPOOL .

QUEEN'S, LEEDS.
MIDLAND, BRADFORD.

MIDLAND, DERBY.
MIDLAND, MORECAMBE.

Tariffs on application.

Telegraphic Address—" MlDOTEL."
WILLIAM TOWLE , Hotels, &r., Manager.

Dining and Luncheon Carriages (ist and 3rd class) are
attached to express trains between London (St. Pancras)
and Glasgow (St. Enoch). Luncheons, Teas, Dinners and
other refreshments served en route at Midland Railway
Buffet prices. For times of departure and other particulars
see Midland and other Time Tables.

Illustrated Tariff Post Free.

F 7 U N E R A L S  O F  E V E R Y
DESCRIPTION.

LONDON NECROPOLIS Co.,
188, WESTMINSTER BRIDGE ROAD,

2, LANCASTER PLACE, STRAND .

BRIGHTON GRAND HOTEL .

This magnificentl y-appointed Hotel occupies an unrivalled
position in the centre of the Sea Front.

ELECTRIC LIGHT THROUGHOU T .
HOT AND COLD SEA WATER BATHS .

INCLUSIVE TARIFF (if preferred) from ios. 6d. per day
(the months of October, November, and December
excepted).

SPLENDID PRIVATE DINING HALL SUITABLE
FOR MASONIC AND OTHER BANQUETS.

FOR I LLUSTRATED TARIFF AND GUIDE APPLY TO

A. D. HOOK, Manager.

ANDERTON 'S HOTEL & TAVERN
FLEET STREET, LONDON.

F. H. CLEMOW, Proprietor.

In connection with the Peacock Hotel, and Royal Hotel,
Boston, Lincolnshire.

Thc central position of Anderton 's is unequalled for
Masonic Banquets, Public Dinners, Wedding Breakfasts,
Meetings of Creditors, Arbitrations, &c.

The RESTAURANT on Eastern Side of Hotel Entrance
is open to the public from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. for Breakfasts,
Luncheons, Teas, and Dinners.

The 2s. Hot Luncheon, from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., in Coffee
Room, unequalled.

- Registered Address for Telegrams :—
CLEMOW, LONDON.

HADLEY HO TEL , NEW BARNET
in the M ASONIC PROVINCE OF H ER TFORDSHIRE .

N EWLY A RR ANGED ACCOMMODAT ION FOR MASONIC
MEETINGS. The Banquet Room will comfortably seat
So, with smaller rooms in communication. One of the most
attractive points around London, close to Hadley Wood ;
25 Minutes Rail from Broad Street and King 's Cross.

The Broxbourne Lodge recently removed here.
ORDINARY ON SUNDAYS AT 2 O'CLOCK.

BRO. W. BENNETT , Proprietor, (many years with th;
late Mr. Blanchard , Beak Street and Regent Street).

BREE'S ROY AL HOTEL , J ERSEY
Healthiest situation in St. Helier.

20 degrees <;uoler than the sea front.

BED AND BREAKFAST 5/6 AND 6/-.
FULL BOARD, ROOMS & SERVICE, S/<5 & 9/- per day.

Telegraphic Address—" BREES, J ERSEY ." 
^

»-pHE S H I P  A N D  TURTLE.

Proprietor , Bro. C. J. PAINTER .

Best and oldest house in London for recherche
Masonic Banquets , Private Parties, and Dinners.

OUR TURTLE "T HFELIXIR OF LIFE ,"
Vide faculty.

Purveyors to H.R.H. Prince of VVales, II.I.M. Emperor
of Russia, Dukes ot Saxe Gotha, Connaug ht, Cambridge.

Manager , Bro. E. A SHBY .

/~*OALS. COALS. COALS.

C O C KE R E L L ' S  (L I M I T E D ),
13, CORNHILL, LONDON, E.C.

For Prices , see Daily Papers,

Trucks direct from the Colliery to every Railway Station.

M O N E Y !
A D V A N C E S  M A D E  U P O N

PERSONAL SECURITY ,
BILLS  OF SALE , OR O T H E R W I S E ,

A moderate interest, without delay.
No FEES FOR iNauiity .

P'.na-f.de Applicants only  invited .

H. H A R T , 14, G L A S S H O U S E  ST R E E T ,
PICCAUII .LV CIRCUS , LONDON , W.

J W .  B E R N H A R D T , D.C.L.
• (Fellow of the Royal Academy of Music),

Lectuies on " Vocal Methods," &c.

SCHOOL OF MUSIC.
SINGING , PIANOFORTE , HARMONY AND

COMPOSITION.
MODERATE FEES IOK LESSONS A N O  LECTURES .
" Vox Humana " (novel and complete method), 5s.

"A Singing Lesson " (illustrated lecture), 6d.

For Book s at Reduced Piicts and Fees, address—
MM. DE L\ CROIX (Hon. Sec),

47, BERESFORD ROAD, CANONBURY , N.

P I C T U R E  F R A M E S ,
MASONS' CERTIFICATES, &c,

FRAMED TO ANY DESIGN.

H.  M O R E L L ,
17 & 18, GREAT ST. ANDREW ST., BLOOMSBURY,

LONDON, VV.C.
Importer and Manufacturer of all kinds of PICTURE
FRAME and ROOM MOULDINGS, Carver, Gilder, and
Mount Cutter , having the Largest Stock in the United
King dom, and a large staff of experienced Workmen, is
able to execute all orders at the lowest rate with dispatch.
Send for Pattern Book, containing all the newest Designs,
95 Pages, Post free for 6 Penny Stamps. Estimates given.

Telegrams, " Rabbitry, London."

CANVASSERS and COL LECTORS
Wanted by the London and Manchester Industrial

Assurance Company in London and country; life and
medical life assurances; liberal terms to suitable men.
App ly by letter to M ANAGING DIRECTOR, 42 to 47,
Southwark Exchange, London.

M ONEY L E N T  PRIVATELY ,
AT A FEW HOURS' NOTICE.

A Private Gentleman is prepared to MAKE ADVANCES
from £10 to £2,000, at 5 per cent., to male or female, on
their PROMISSORY N OTE A LONE (without loan office for-
malities or Bill of Sale), and so long as the interest is paid
the capital can remain. IMMEDIATE Advances also made
upon Life Policies, Deeds, furniture (without removal),
stocks, crops, &c.; and to assist persons into business.
Distance no object. Call or write to the actual lender,

CECIL G. COU RTENAY, Esq.,
11 , Stroud Green Road, Seven Sisters' Road, London, N.

M A Y O ' S  C A S T L E  H O T E L ,
EAST MOLESEY, HAMPTON COURT STATION

(Adjoining the RAILWAY, and facing the RIVER and
PALACE).

BRO. JOHN MAYO
has ample accommodation in the new wing of this old-
established and noted Riverside Hotel for Banquets for any
number up to 100. Every convenience for Ladies' Gather-
ings. Spacious landing to river, whence Steam Launches
can start. Specimens of Menus, with prices, sent on
application. Five Lodges meet at the Castle Hotel, and
reference may be made to the respective Masters as to the
catering, &c.

THE FINEST OF SPIRITS IS

OLD GRANS SPECIAL TODDY ,
THE CREAM OF

H I G H L A N D  W H I S K I E S
(Registered), carefully blended under our own supervision.

Guaranteed Ten Years Old.
See Repoi ts of ARTHUR H ILL HASSALL,M.D., London,

Author of " Food and its Adulteration ; " EDWYN GODWYN
CLAYTON , F.I.C., F.C.S.; Dr. GILBERT D. SUTHER-
LAND, F.E.I.S., Consulting Analyst and Food Expert.
Specially retained by the N ational Food Reform Associa-
tion.
48s. per Dozen. Five per Cent. Discount allowed for

Cash. Carriage paid on one doz. and upwards.
LODGES SUPPLIED UPON SPECIAL TERMS.

CHARLES WRIGHT & SON
(Established 1795.)

WIRKSWORTH and LONDON.
BONDED STORES—L EITH .

T ^ H O M A S  M O R I N G ,
Established 1791.

SEAL ENGRAVER, HERALDIC PAINTER , &c,

52, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C

I LLUMINATED ADDRESSES IN THE BEST STYLE .

MASONIC AND H ERALDIC BANNERS .

Send for Specimens of High Class Stationery, Visiting
Cards, and Dies gratis.

Also gratis on application :—Book of Examples of Monu-
mental Brasses, and Specimen Book of Brass Door Plat es.

Catalogue of Seal Engraving, etc. (illustrated), 13 stamps

D H C E N I X  F I R E  O F F I C E ,
A 19, LOMBARD ST., & 57, CHARING CROSS,

LONDON.—Established 1782.
LUWIST Current Rates 1 Assured free of all LiabilityLi oeral and frompt Settlements | Electric Lighting Rules supplied

VV. C. MACDONALD, ) Joint
F. B. MACDONALD. J Secretaries.

A 
HOME-LIKE RESIDEN CE for__ 
GENTLEMEN. Bright,superior House; central ;

good table ; bath (h. & c.) ; terms moderate. Vacancies
early in September.—14, Brunswick-square, London, W.C.

JWT R.  G O R D O N  T A N N E R
(VIOLIN SOLOIST ,

Paris Conservatoire) ,
GIVES LESSONS OF THE HIGHEST GRADE

Address, 19, QUEEN ANNE STREET, W.

M O N T A G U E  M A N S I O N
(Opposite the British Museum Entrance),

G R E A T  R U S S E L L  S T R E E T , W.C.

Most conveniently situated for Business or Pleasure. Cab
Fare from " Montague Mansion " is One Shilling to nearly
aU Railways, Theatres, and the Royal Courts of Justice.

Omnibuses to all parts for a few pence.
Bedroom, Bath, Breakfast, and Attendance, 5s. and 5s. Cd.

Night Porter. Telephone 2906. Terms Moderate.

FISH, POULTRY, GAME, OYSTERS.

I O H N  G O W , L I M I T E D
** 86, OLD BROAD STREET, E.C.

(late 17, New Broad Street, E.G.),
12, HONEY LANE MARKET, CHEAPSIDE, E.C,

93, THEOBALD'S RD., HOLBORN , W.C,
ANU

86, HIGH STREET, PECKHAM, S.E-.

JOHN GOW, Limited, always have on sale the Largest
Stock in London of the Very Best Quality at Lowest Prices.

HIGH -CLASS PROVISION STORES (NOW OPENED),
50, 51, and 52, OLD B R O A D  S T R E E T, E.C.

F OR E C O N O M I C A L  A N D
RESPECTABLE FUNERALS at stated charges.

To cover all expenses, exclusive of cemetery fees.

B R O .  C. G. H A T T ,
UNDERTAKES ,

82, H I G H  S T R E E T, K E N S I N G T O N , W.
CREMATION AND EMBALMING .

Distance no object.
Orders by post or telegrams promptly attended to.

Price Lists free on application.

F R A N K  H A S W E L L ,
(EBTAIILISUKD 1817),

SIGN AND GLASS WRITER TO THE TRADE.
4, SOHO STREET, OXFORD STREET, LONDON, VV.

ARTISTIC WRITER TO THE
FINE ARTS.

TESTIMONIALS A SPECIALITY .

M ONEY PROMPTLY ADVANCE D
ON BILLS OF SALE,

And other Securities, at moderate Interest, repayable by
instalments or otherwise.

Office Established 1856.

G. J. SHIPWAY,
3, TAVISTOCK STREET, STRAND.I



| /-*RAND MASONIC BAZAAR.

MOTHER LODGE , KILWINNING , No. o.
TRADES' HALL, Glassford Street , GLASGOW.

5TH, 6TH, AND ?TH DECEMBER.

LAURENCE MATHESON , Sec, Kilwinning.
BAZAAR OFFICE — 69, BUCHANAN STREET, GLASGOW.

WANTED. — FURNITUR E for a
New Lodge. — Address, W. C. TYLER , 50,

Waterloo-place, S.E.

P A I E T Y  R E S T A U R A N T ,
S T R A N D .

L U N C H E O N S  (H OT A N D  C OLD

At Popular Prices, in BUFFET and R ESTAURANT

(on First Floor),
also

Chops, Steaks, Joints, Entrees, &c, in the GRILL ROOM .

A F T E R N O O N  TEA ,
Consisting of Tea or Coffee, Cut Bread and Butter, Jam,

Cake, Pastry, ad lib., at ls. per head,
served from 4 till 6 in R ESTAURANT (First Floor) .

D I N N E R S  I N  R E S T A U R A N T .
From 5.30 till 9, at fixed prices (3s. 6d. and 5s.) and

& la Carte.

In this Room the VIENNESE BAND performs from 6 till 8.

Smoking after 7.45.

A M E R I C A N  BAR.

T H E  G R I L L  R O O M
is open till Midni ght.

PRIVATE DINING ROOMS for  large ana

small Parties.

N O R T H E R N  A S S U R A N C E
COMPANY.

Established 1S3G.

LONDON : 1, MOORGATE STREET, E.C.
ABERDEEN : 1, U NION TERRACE .

INCOME AND FUNDS (1894).
Fire Premiums £701,000

Lile Premiums 232,000
Interest 171,000

Accumulated Funds - A4I44>°°O

Go Corres pondence
W. J. M., No. 437 (S.C.).—There has been such a lodge

as you speak of since 1SS9—the Scots Lodge, No. 2319,
which meets at the Scottish Corporation Hall, Crane-court,
Fleet-street, on the fourth Thursday in January, April,
July, October, and November.

* 
flDasonic IHotes.

We very much regret that the name of Bro. J. Lewis
Thomas, F.S.A., P.A.G.D.C, was omitted from the
list of those who attended Grand Lodge on the 4th
instant. V/e have also to state that the Report of the
Board of General Purposes was adopted on the motion
of Bro. Loveland Loveland , President , seconded bv
Bro. W. A. Scurrah , in his capacity of Vice-President ,
and not in the absence of Bro. Dr. Ernest Pocock ,
D.G.D.C, Vice-President , who is not a member of the
Board at the present time.

•# * *
We beg to express our acknowled gments to sundry

brethren , and among them to Bro. W. A. Scurrah , who
have kindly furnished the names of M.Ps. who are
also members of our Order. We note with pleasure
that the Studholme Lodge, No. 1591, has the honour
of including among its members as many as nine
brethren who are members of the newly-elected House

of Commons, but of these all but Bros. Viscount
Milton and E. F. G. Hatch have already been included
in the lists which have appeared in our columns.

* * *
According to the American Tyler, the returns for

1S94 show that in North America there are 57 Grand
Lodges, with a total membershi p of 747,492. Of these
713,721 belong to jurisdictions in the United States,
the remainder holding under the Grand Lodges oi
Canada , Manitoba , British Columbia , Nuw Brunswick ,
Nova Scotia , Prince Edward Island , and Quebec. Of
Royal Arch Masons there are 192,320, of whom
187,311 belong to the United States. The Kni ghts
Templar, in which those in British North America are
not included, muster 07,765.

# » *
It is to be regretted that the Toronto Freemaso n

should have found a place in its columns for the " Open
Letter " addressed to Bro . W. R. White, Q.C, M .W,
Grand Master of Canada (Province of Ontario) by
Bro. Robert Cuthbert , P.G.S.B. The latter 's grievance
appears to be that he was interrupted in his speech
when proposing a certain motion at the recent annual
communication of the Grand Lodge of Canada. On
the strength of this grievance Bro. Cuthbert has
addressed to Grand Master White this "Open Letter,"
which , for its objectionable character, has rare ly, if
ever, been equalled by any similar communication
within our experience.

* * *
Bro. Cuthbert , having in the fi rst paragrap h of his

letter been guilty of what is, comparatively speaking,
a slight impertinence towards Grand Master White,
goes on to ascribe "the unseemly and discourteous
treatment ' he had received when attempting to
address Grand Lodge, to the "undisguised hostility "
of that distinguished brother. Our Toronto contem-
porary refers to " the lack of courtesy shown to
speakers ," but considers it a mistake to attach
blame " to the Grand Officers and those surround-
ing them ," and it adds " while it is true that M.W
Bro. White did not use his gavel as frequentl y
and firmly as some of his predecessors , yet we believe
the rank and file of Grand Lodge are solel y to blame
for not observing the regulations of the Craft when in
Grand Lodge assembled." Here then it is admitted
that Bro. White might have beer, firmer and more
insistent in his efforts to maintain order and decorum
in Grand Lodge. But lack of firmness on the part of
a presiding officer is very far removed from " undis-
guised hostility " towards a particular speaker.

* * *

In subsequent paragrap hs the writer tells Bro. White
that it was his " manifest duty " to obtain for him " the
ordinary amenities on the occasion that should charac-
teiUc gentlemen," and that he would neither suffer
him nor Grand Lodge under his insp iration to insult
him with impunity." Such remarks as these, resting
as th ey must necessarily do on the very unsubstantial
basis of an imaginary wrong, ought never to have been
addressed by one Mason to another , much less to one
who occupies so exalted a position as that of head ot
one of the most reputable Grand Lodges in the
world. We repeat that it has rarely, if ever, been our
lot, in a not inextensive course of reading of Masonic
literature of all kinds , to meet with such a letter as
this , and we are confident it will be a long time ere we
shall find its equal.

? * #

Our worthy contemporary, the Masonic Chronicle,
of Columbus , Ohio , is full of enthusiasm over the
Grand Encampment of Kni ghts Temp lar which is to
be held at Boston , Massachusetts , and records, among
other items of news, that the United States North
Atlantic Squadron will appear in Boston Harbou
during the meeting of the Templar Conclave, Secre -
tary Herbert having already signified his willingness to
allow it to remain there some days. It also mentions a
report to the effect that the California Commanderies
''will distribute 10 tons of fruit and 10,000 bottles of choice
California wines at the various stopp ing places on the
pilgrimage to the triennial ." We trust the knightl y
pilgrims will reach their destination in safety.

* # #
We have much pleasure in announcing that the

Second Edition of Bro. John Lane 's " Masonic
Records " has at length been published , and that a
review of this important work will appear next week.

There are two important Provincial Meetings to be
held in the course of next week namely, that of the
Provincial Grand Lodge of Cornwall at Saltash , on
Monday, and that of the Provincial Grand Lodge of
West Lancashire, on Friday, the 20th instant.

1 U I D L A N D  R A I L W A Y .
CHEAP EXCURSION TO MANCHESTER.

On SATURDAY, Sept. 21, a Cheap Train to MAN-
CHESTER (for the Races) will leave St. Pancras at 12.5
a.m. (five minutes after Friday midnight), and Kentish
Town at 12.10 a.m. Returning in three days.

A FORTNIGHT IN IRELAND,
On THURSDAY, Sept. 26, from St. Pancras and City

Stations, to DUBLIN and South of Ireland, via Liverpool.
Tickets and bills may be had at the Midland Stations

and City Booking Offices, and from THO.-'. COOK and
SON, Ludgate-circus, and Branch Offices.

GEO. H. TURNER ,
General Manager.

p REAT NORTHERN RAILWAY.

HOLIDAY TRIPS FROM LONDON.

FRIDAY, MIDNIGHT, September 20th, for 3 days to
MANCHE STER (RACES) from King's Cross (G.N.),
and Finsbury Park, returning September 23rd at 6 p.m.,
ios. third class fare.

To SKEGNESS, September 21st and 28th, from Moor-
gate, 6.51 a.m. ; Aldersgate, 6.53; Farringdon , 6.55;
King 's Cross, (G.N.), 7.15; Holloway. 7.5; Finsbury
Park, 7.20. Third class return fare, 4s. 6d. Saturday to
Monday or Tuesday, fare 6s.

Tickets and bills at Company's Stations and Town
Offices.

HENRY OAKLEY, General Manager.

Telephone No. 28yg. Established 1808.
MATTHEWS , DREW , & CO.,

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL
STATIONERS, PRINTERS, LITHOGRAPHERS,

ACCOUNT BOOK MAKERS.

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED .

"THE PROFESSI ONAL NOT E,"
A High-rlass Vellum Paper, with Rough or Satin Surface.

SAMPLES ON APPLICATI ON.

Send for Illustrated Price List Free.
MATTHEWS , DREW , &COMPANY ,

37 & 38. HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.
(Opposite Chancery Lane).

Law Writing Department—10, GRAY'S INN PLACE, W.C.
Now Ready. In Cloth, Red Edges. Price 2s. 6d.

M A S O N I C  P R O N O U N C I N G
DICTIONARY,

Giving the Pronunciation and Definition of every word
susceptible of a mispronunciation, used in the work of
Initiation , Installation, Consecration, and Funeral Service,
in the Craft Lodge, Chapter, Council, Commandery, and
the Supreme Council, in the Ancient and Accepted Scottish
Rite, by

REV. J AY A. FORD ,
Past Master, and Masonic Lecturer, and Prelate of Battle

Creek Commandery, No. 33, Knights Templar.
London : GEORGE KENNING . 16& 16a Gt. Queen-st., W.C.

.„ , THE
TpOLIAN VOCAL QUARTETTE.
¦*!__ _/ Miss MAUDE BALLARD , Soprano.

Miss LILLIAN CLOSE, Contralto,Mr. HERBERT STOCKWELL, Tenor.
Bro. CARL BRANDT , Bass.

The above Quartette may be engaged for Installation
Banquets , &c, &c.

For terms, please address :
J^CARL BRANDT , 12, St. Mark 's Villas, Dalston , N.E.
T A U R E N T .

P E R R I E R ' S
" S A N S - S U C R E . "

BOUZY-REIMS. '889 CHAM PAGNE'

This is the
CHAMPAGNE RECOMMENDED WHEN OTHERS

ARE PROHIBITED,
Being without any added sugar or alcohol.

THE PURE PRODUCT OF THE FINEST
CHAMPAGNE GRAPES.

LA U R E N T I
P E R R I ER 'S

" S A N S - S U C R E . "
B°UZY.REIMS. l889 CHAMPAGNE -

HERTZ & COLLINGWOOD,
38, LEADENHA LL STREET, LONDON, E.G.,

Sole Consignees. I
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GoiTespcmbence,
~ [We do not hold ourselves responsible for tlie op inions expressed by our correspondents , but wc jwish, in a spirit of fair play to all , to permit—within certain necessary limits—free discussion.J | I

BOARDS OF INSTALLED MASTERS.
To the Editor of the "Freemason."

Dear Sir and Brother,
I am very strongly of opinion that the so-called ceremony of open-

ing a Board of Installed Masters is un-Masonic and almost ludicrous. I had the
privilege of reading a letter from the present Grand Secretary on the point ,
wherei n he says the ceremony has " never been authorised by Grand Lodge, and
should not be allowed ," and in the late Col. Shadwell H. Gierke 's circular , which
was printed and well circulated five or six years ago, he says the ceremony is
"entirely irregular , ari'd was never recognised by or even known to Grand Lodge,
and that it formed no part of the ritual authorised by Grand Lodge in 1827, when
the installation of a Master was speciall y considered." . . . He further adds
—"The matter was brought before the Board of General Purposes in 1SS7, when
they ruled it to be entirely irregu la r, and should not bc practised. " I have no
doubt that the Grand Secretary will be glad to supp ly copies of this circular to
any one app lying.

Under these circumstances I consider that the ceremony is wrong, and when-
ever it is used I am of opinion that it is the duty of every true Mason to withdraw
from the Iodge.—I am, yours fraternally,

ANOTHER EX-SECRETARY. P.M.

MASONIC VAGRANTS.
To the Editor of the " Freemason."

Dear Sir and Brother ,
Will you kindl y grant me a little space to state that C. W., who said

he was a member of St. John 's Lodge, Sunderland , and T. RL, representing him-
self as of the Bute Lodge, No. 960, Cardiff , have app lied to me for relief and
that from inquiries I instituted I believe they are both frauds.—I am, dear Sir
and Brother, yours faithfully and fraternally,

W. J. PALMER , P.M. 341, Almoner.
Rye, Sussex, September 10th.

THE CRAFT IN HUNGARY.
To the Editor of the " Freemason."

Dear Sir and Brother,
It was my good fortune to attend the Lodge Comenius , holden at Buda

Pest (Hungary), on my last visit there, and the great attention and kindness I
have received at the hands of the W.M., Bro. Schwartz Sander , and the two
Wardens, Bros. Schrauk Simon and Bihari i\for, and the members was most
hearty, and , as the W.M. expressed a desire to receive any English brethren at
any time of their being at Buda Pest , I take this opportunity of making this
known , and I shall be glad to furnish brethren visiting Hungary with letters of
introduction.—I am, dear Sir and Brother , faithfull y and fraternall y yours ,

M. WEISS ,
of No. 45, the Strong Man Lodge.

65 and 66, Basinghall-street , E.C.
September oth.

loofiea ano ada pters ot J nstructton.
ISLINGTON LODGE, No. 1471.

The usual weekly meeting was held on Tuesday, the ioth instant, at the Cock
Tavern, Highbury, when there were present Bros. W. Rapley, W.M. ; G. T. Peall,
S.W. ; C. Smith , J.W. j W. Hancock, P.M., Preceptor ; J. W. Clarke, P.M.,
Assistant Preceptor ; J. Petch , P.M., P.P.G.S.B. Herts, Treasurer ; C. M. Coxon,
P.M.. P.P.G.D. Herts, and 1. Duncan , P.M., Sees. ; R. P. Upton, S.D.; R. Eddie,
J.D. ; A. F. Hardyment , I.G. ; J. H. Whadcoat , P.M.; R. W. Nicole, M. Miroy,
G. Gregory, P.M. ; E. A. Wagstaff , W. A. Goring, A. Oliver, P.M.; and M. T.
Tuck, P.M., P.P.G.S.B. Essex.

The lodge was opened , and the minutes read and confirmed. The ceremony of
initiation was then rehearsed , Bro. Miroy being the candidate. Bro. Peall was elected
W.M. for the ensuing week, and appointed his ofiicirs in rotation. The Iodge was then
closed.

KENSINGTO N LODGE, No. 1767.
A meeting of this lodge was held on Tuesday, the 10th inst., at the Town Hall

Tavern , High-street, Kensington , when there were present : Bros. A. F. Taylor,
W.M.; II. G. Danby, P.M., S.W. ; Chas. Ortner . J.W.; George Read, P.M.,
P.G. Std. Br. Eng., Preceptor ; R. II.  Williams, P.M., &c, Treas. ; F. Craggs,
P.M., Sec ; Lewis Beale. S.D.; 11. J . Scale, J .D. ; Thomas Pring le, l.G. ; W.
B. Neville, VV.M. 17C7; |. H. Neville , VV.AI. elect 17G7 ; R. Hendy, A. J. Battersby,
A. J. Turner , S. Bidders , "A. J. Clay ton , VV. Thwaites, G. V. McLellan , E. L. Pope,
A. Williams. P.M. ; J. W. Facey, II. J . Williams , W. H. Dresden, P.M.; J. J.
Rumbal , and H. Robinson.

The Iodge having been opened in due form , the minutes of the previous meet-
ing were read and conlirmed. Bro. Taylor vacated the chair of VV.M. in favour of Bro.
J. H. Neville , and the ceremony of initiation was rehearsed, Bro. Taylor acting as
candidate. The Jrd Section of the First Lecture was worked by the brethren , under the
direction of thc Preceptor. Bros. Pope, McLellan, and II. J. Williams were duly
electe d joining members , and Bru. Danby was elected W.M. for the meeting on the
24th insl., thc next meeting being an oflicers' night. The lodge was closed.

STAR CHAPTER , No. 1275.
A meeting was held on Friday, the Oth inst., at the Stirling Castle Hotel , Church-

street , Camberwell. Present: Comps. T. Grummant , M.E.Z. ; Benedetti , II.;
Eckersall , J .; Grummant , I'.Z., Preceptor ; C. II. Stone, S.IC. ; Cureton , S.N. j
Dawson , P.S.; Addington , VVishart , Loader , Lewis, Telling, Elgar , C. Woods, Bonner ,
Hatdwick , Wills, Morgan , North , Beecroft , Hill , and Lightfoot.

The minutes of the last convocation were read and conlirmed. The ceremony of
exaltation was rehearsed , Comp. Hardwick personating the candidate. - Comps. Wm.
Wills, B. Morgan , and VV. B. Hardwick , of njoi , and S. G. Bonner , 2345, wereclected
members. Comp. Benedetti , 11., was clecteu M.E.Z. for the next meeting. Hearty
congratulations were tendered to Comp. VVishart on his return to England from Malta.
The ceremony of installation of 11. will be rehearsed by Comp. Stone, M.K.Z. of the
mother chapter , at the next meeting. After •' Hearty good wishes " thc chapter was
closed.

THE D U K E  oi' Y ORK has contributed live guineas towards the Fund that is being
raised for the relief of those who have suffered hy the recent Skegness boating disaster,
when five people were drowned. Other subscriptions have also been received by the
Committee in charge of the Fund.

TEE . PROVINCE. OF WORCESTERSHIRE.

The vacancy caused by the lamented death of Bro. Sir E. A. H. Lech- -
mere, Bart., has at length been actually—as for some months past it has
been nominally—filled , and the Province of Worcestershire now has at its
head a Mason in the person of Bro. A. F. Godson , M.P., who..for many
years has held a distinguished position in the ranks of its Prov. Grand .
Officers, and is well known to and highly respected by the brethren over
whom it will now be his privilege to preside as Provincial Grand Master.
His installation took place in the Shire Hall , Worcester , on Thursday) the
12th instant , the ceremony being performed—as usual, most impressively—
by the Pro Grand Master, and the event was afterwards celebrated by the
customary banquet in the Guildhall , at which about 180 sat down. Everything
passed off most satisfactori ly, and the day itself will long be remembered as
one of the brightest in the annals of Worcestershire Masonry. Of the '.
proceedings, however, we shall be in a better position to speak in our next
issue, when a full report of them will have reached us. In the meantime,
a few words about the Province itself may not be out of place. '

It appears fro m the Grand Lodge Calendar that Worcestershire was con- .
stituted a Province iii 1753, under Sir Robert de Cornwall, Bart., who was
at the same time Grand Master of the Provinces of Gloucestershire, Here-
fordshire, and Shropshire. In 1792 Bro. John Dent, M.P., who was sub-
sequently Grand Treasurer of United Grand Lodge for a long term of
years, was appointed Prov. Grand Master and as one of the existing lodges
was founded in 1790 , there is little doubt that his appointment must have
been something more than honorary. In 1850 Bro. Henry C. Vernon , who
had served as S.G. Warden of England only two years previously and died
as recently as iSS6, was place.d at the head of the provi nce and conducted
its affairs with considerable success until 1865, when he resigned office and
was succeeded by Bro. A, Hudson Royds. In 1878, the position again
became vacant by resignation , and Bro. Sir E. A. H. Lechmere, Bart., who
had already won fame among the brethren , was installed as Prov. Grand
Master, and under his auspices the province made still further progress.
He, unhapp ily, died quite unexpectedly in the early part of the present year,
and since that sad event Worcestershire has been in charge of Bro. A. P.
Godson as'.Deputy P.G.M. As for the lodges now on the roll, they are 13'
in number, the senior as regards the date of its constitution and numerically
being Harmonic Lodge, No. 252, Dudley, which was warranted in 1784,
but has not yet succeeded in establishing its claim to a centenary
warrant. Worcester Lodge, No. 280, Worcester, was founded in 1790, and ,
having been able to show to the satisfaction of the authorities that it has
worked continuously for one hundred years, has received a centenary war-
rant, and its subscribing members are entitled to the privilege of wearing
the centenary jewel. The third in order on the roll is the Lodge of Hope'
and Charity, No. 377, Kidderminster, which was warranted in 1824, and is
followed by the Standard Lodge, No. 498, Dudley, which was constituted in
1844 ; the Semper Fidelis, No. 259, dating fro m 1846 ; the Vernon , No.
560, Stourport , and, the Lodge of Stability, Stourbridge, No. 564, from
1849 ; and the Lodge of Perseverance, No. 573, Hales Owen , from 1850.^
A lapse of 16 years, and then we come to the Lodge of St. Michael, No.
1097, Tenbury, which was founded in 1866 ; the year following the number
being swelled by the addition of the Royds Lodge, No. 1204. The
three remaining lodges were consecrated during the administration of;
the late Provincial Grand Master, the Lechmere, No. 1874.
Kidderminster, having I been constituted in 1880 ; the Mase-
field Lodge, No. 2634, Moseley, in 1884 ; and the Godson '
Lodge, No. 2385, Oldbury, in 1890. As for the manner in which these
lodges have fulfilled their duties and upheld the prestige of the Craft, the,
generous support they have given to the Masonic Institutions, and the
encouragement they have shown towards Masonic literature, these things
have been faithfully chronicled in the Masonic press, and need not , there-
fore, be referred to particularly in this brief sketch. It is enough that'
Worcestershire , in oronortion to its strength and the influence which a
Province of such modest dimensions is able to exert, has exhibited a love
and respect for Masonry, which we have no manner of doubt it will main-
tain and even increase under the able guidance of Bro Godson.

The following are the brethren whom the Provincial Grand Master was
pleased to appoint as the officers of his Provincial Grand Lodge for the
ensuing 12 months :
Bro. Lieut.-Col. Warner Ottley .. . Dep. Prov. G.M.

,, T. E. Lucy, 529 ; ... ... ... Prov. S.G.W.
„ T. F. Higgs. 252 ... ... Prov. J.G.W.
,, Rev. A. G. Maitland , 252 ... ... Prov. G. Chap.
,, C. Mytton , 560 ... ... ... Prov. G. Reg.

T R Artor .,n~,A Prnv. C Treas.
„ Geo. Taylor , 1874 ... ... • ¦ •  Prov. G. bee.
„ II .  Ii. Hallam , 2034 ... ... ... Prov. S.G.D.
„ T. F. Bland , 1S74 ... - - Prov. J.G.D.
„ J. H. White, 529 ... ... ... Prov. G.S. of W.
„ VV. Waldron , 573 ... ... ... Prov. G.D.C.
„ J. Attwood , 564 ... ... ... Prov. A.G.D.C.
„ J. H. L. Thompson , 1204 ... ... Prov. G.S.B.

" wr Q a
£u°V52 o Prov. G. Std. Brs.

,, W. S. Shepley, 49S ... ... ¦¦¦)
„ W. C. Box , 529 ... ... ... Prov. G. Org.
„ F. H. Lloyd, 573 1 ... ... ... Prov. G. Purst.
,, Evan Foster , 377 , ... ... •••  Prov. A.G. Purst.
„ I. A. Steward, 280 ... ... ••. ")
„ VV. H. Maxey, 2Kb ... ... ... I
" J - J ; Wood , 280 ... ... '" I Prov. G. Stwds.
,, |. C. Grieve, 521; , ... ... ... |
,, K. Westwood , 529 ... ... ... I
„ S. Farr, 521) ... ... -J

SiiittiHANT G. K. FULTON , who won the Queen 's Prize in iSSS, has again w the
championshi p of the Oueen 's Westminster Ri/le Volunteers, a notable lef aT.e staff-
final competition being" the splendid score of 100 points (33, 32, 35) made uy
Sergeant W. A. Spence, who won the regimental championship in iSyi.



HUGHAN'S " OLD CHARGES."

The printing of Hro. Hughan 's "O LD CHARGES OF BRITISH FREE -
MASONS " is now completed , and within a few days the work will be ready
for distribution. The first edition , issued in 1872 , was in quarto , but this
time the more convenient size of octavo has been selected. There are nearl y
200 pdges of closely-printed matter, with 19 illustrations , several of the
latter being especially choice and valuable.

The portions of the old MSS. in facsimile include the five York Rolls of
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, the " Wood MS." of 1610, all the
important scrolls in the "West Yorkshire Masonic Library " (the celebrated
" William Watson MS." being a prominent feature of this collection , and
the special " Tew MS.," after three trials , has come out well), the " Inigo
Jones MS. 1607" exhibiting one ol the beautiful finials , the " Lodge of Hope
MS.," so beautifully written , the " Scarborough MS." (now in the Library
of the Grand .Lodge of Canada) , arid the " Harris MS., No. 1," owned by
the " Bedford Lodge," No. 157, London , which was kindly lent for the pur-
pose, and makes a most effective illustration.

The volume affords particulars of all the manuscripts of the " Old
Charges " known , 66 in number, the nine printed versions and the eleven
missing MSS. making a total of 86. Bro. Hughan has made a study of
this subject for over 30 years, and has no equal as an exponent of these time-
honoured memorials of the Operative Craft.

The frontispiece is an excellent reproduction of the "James S. Haddon
MS.," and in the body df the work the whole of this Roll has been care-
fully printed, facility for reference being ensured by each 10 lines being
numbered consecutively.

The book is complete to date, and as the whole of the reproductions of
MSS. from 1840 are duly noted , as well as the characteristics of the whole
of the documents, the usefulness and value of this volume must be patent to
all Masonic students. .

The only drawback is the small edition , Bro. Hughan having only
arranged for 250 copies to be sold at 12s. 6d. each. Subscribers may remit
atonce to the publisher (Bro. George Kenning) or to the author, Bro. W. J.
Hughan, Dunscore, Torquay. In fac t, unless early application is made,
there will be disappointment, as it is anticipated the work will be out of
print within a month of publication.

THE STAR.

As when amidst the gloom profound
When darkness shadows all around
One little star may yet be found

To lend its ray ;
By which at night, devoid of fears,
A beacon sure, the sailor steers,
And fondly hopes the home he nears

Will toils repay.
So, when upon Life's ocean vast,
By dark'ning shades of doubt o'ercast,
The Christian 's hope is almost past ,

Still, bright and clear,
The star of Faith its beams will shed,
Illume the sable gloom o'erspread,
Pointing, as beacon overhead ,

To haven near.
F. W. DRIVER , M.A., P.M.

62, Lancaster Road, Notting Hill , W.

PRESENTATION TO THE W.M. OF LODGE
DE OGLE, No. 636.

At the regular meeting of De Ogle Lodge, No. 636, held on the 29th ult. in
lhe Masonic Hall, Morpeth , there was a large attendance of members of thc
lodge and visitors, the latter numberi ng upwards of 50, and including Bros. W.
Anderson , W.M. 1342 ; A, Dodds, W.M. 48; G. Donkin , W.M. 1676: and
many officers and brethre n of these lodges.

The Second Degree was conferred on a candidate by Bro. T. App leby, P.M.
and two brethren were raised to the Third Degree by the W.M., Bro. W. David-
son, P.M., P.P.S.G.W. Just before the close of the lodge, a very handsome Past

rovincial Senior Grand Warden 's jewel was presented to the W.M., in recog-
nition of his services to the lodge, more especially having regard to the fact that ,
"e had reached the completion of his third term as Master.

The presentation was made by Bro. J. R. TU R N E R , I.P.M., who spoke as
ollows : With great pleasure I rise to perform a duty which I consider a very

E'eat privilege to have been asked by my brethren of De Ogle Lodge to discharge,viz., to be their representative in doing honour to one whom we all delight to
°n°ur > one who by his urbanity, ability, and true conception of the pure spirit0 Masonry, has won the hearts of all those with whom he has come in contact.
u know him is to respect him , and closer acquaintance only causes that respect

° b,ossom into affection , and to ri pen into love. Those of us who have had
ttasion to app ly to him for advice—an app lication which his years of experience

and ll""
11 abilit:y ful 'y J ustif y~havc ever found him kindly, sympathetic, hel pful ,

and 
0therl>r

' and have had reason to ''sten to his words of advice with pleasure,to remember them with gratitude. For between 30 and 40 years, sir, you
. e been doing yeoman service in the interests of this lodge; you have

^
en most regular in your attendance, and dili gent in the discharge

your various duties. You have occupied its several chairs, and
but '* n° vain lll 'n£ lo s'dy that y °u l,avc never ,illei1 an ollice
insta i? adorn ''• Thirty years have come and gone since first you were>ea in the chair you now occupy, and since that time you have been

most hel pful to the several Masters who have succeeded you in every possible
way, but more especially perhaps in the giving of Degrees, which you have given
in a manner so efficient , effective , and impressive as to be peculiarl y your own,
and to night we are g lad to have had proof that " your eye is not dimmed , neither
is your vi gour abated." In asking you , as I now do in the name of my brethren ,
to accept this jewel , I beg of you never for one moment to regard it as an attempt
to repay you for your many and valued services to the Iodge, nor as a requital
for your innumerable kindnesses to its members individuall y, tor in both these
directions we consider your labours have been above reward , but I request you to
accept it as a small token of our hi gh appreciation and sincere regard. And
while wishing, as I p in it upon your breast , that the Great Architect of the
Universe may long spare you to come out and in among us in health and strength ,
enlivening our assemblies by your genial presence, and teaching us by your
example. I am but expressing the heartfelt desire of every one of my brethren.

Bro. DAVIDSON , who was evidentl y much affected by this unexpected proof
of his brethren 's esteem and by the eloquent speech of Bro. Turner , rep lied in '
feeling terms, referring especiall y to all the kindness and support bestowed on
him when Master of trie lodge in 1S66, again in 1S86, and lastly during the year
just ended , and said that he would ever cherish the handsome gift as a token of
their kindness and as a memento of the many happy hours he had spent first and
last in the Iodge.

GEORGE PRICE AND OLD ENGLAND MASONIC
BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION.

This Association has been formed by the members of the above lodges, bu.
brethren belonging to other lodges have joined , so that the founders represent 39
lodges and chapters. Bro. Hugh M. Hobbs is President ; Bros. Sydney E.
Edridge, J. D. Langton , J. H. Price, and Dr. Wayte (W.M. of tlie George Price
Lodge) are Vice-Presidents ; Bro. W. J. Day (W.M. of the Old Eng land Lodge)
is Treasurer ; Bro. W. Burn is Honorary Secretary ; and there is a very influential
Committee of 25 brethren.

The first meeting was held on the ioth instant , when there was a good
attendance of brethren.

Bro. H OBBS having taken the chair, and thanked the founders for the honour
they had done him in electing him President, referred to the Centenary Festival of
the Royal Masonic Institution for Boys, which would take place in 1898. Many
brethren were reserving themselves for that important event , and he wished to
point out that a member who won an early ballot could have his 10 guineas at
once paid in to the '98 fand. He would receive [ordinary votes until that year ,
and then and afterwards thc extra votes which might be given.

Two ballots were drawn , which were won by Bros. R. A. Maidstone and E. M,
Morriss.

The future meetings will be held on the first Tuesday of the month , at 9 o'clock
on the closing of the East Surrey Lodge of Concord Lodge of Instruction, at the
Greyhound Hotel , Croydon , when brethren are invited to attend , or they can join
the Association (gentlemen , who are not Masons, and ladies being eligible for
membershi p) by communicating with Bro. Wm. Burn , 69, Croydon Grove^
Croydon.

TRIFLES.

Nothing so small that God has made
But has its destined end ;

All in their turn His purpose serve
All to His glory tend.

The grain of dust , to sight unseen ,
With myriads may combine

To form a bulwark to the sea,
Its limits to confine.

The little drop of pearly dew •
Which on the blue bell lies,

May, in the sun 's bri ght beams, appear
A rainbow in the skies.

Or else the trackless ocean main ,
With others, form to share,

On which the shi p, when homeward bound ,
Some loving heart shall bear.

And thus the humblest of us all
God's instrument may prove,

To bless and shed o'er'tellow men ,
The bounty of His love.

F. W. DRIVER , M.A., P.M.
62, Lancaster Road , Notting Hill , W.

LODGE OF FRIENDSHIP, No. U, MANCHESTER.

This ancien * lodge, which commenced the 141st year ol its existence on the
18th of June last , has elected Bro. the Rev. William Wilkinson , of Leeds, for
the next Master. The W.M. elect (who was initiated in the lodge) has since its
previou s meeting beer, inducted to the Rectory of St. Thomas's Church , Leeds.

The coming W.M. is the W.M. of a lodge located at Leeds until December
next , and on that account a dispensation will be required before he can be installed
in the chair of 44, according to ancient custom. The election was unanimous
with the exception of two votes in favou r of a highly worthy and respected Bro
Matthew Nay lor, a P.S. W. of the lodge, it having previously been so arranged so that
there would be a second string to the bow in cast: (from any unforeseen cause) the
dispensation should be refused.

The retiring W.M., Bro. Robert Thomson , has had a very prosperous and
harmonious year of office , and the lodge (which has contributed liberall y to all
the Masonic Charities in thc past) is in a sound financial condition.

1 KODINGTON KKACII  K I;I ;AITA was held on Saturday last and proved a grea t
success. There was a very long programme , in which both ladies and gentlemen were
included , and most of the races were very evenl y contested. In the evening the house-
boats, punts , skiffs, &c, &c, were lighted up with fairy lamps, the ellect produced
being exceedingly fine.



Craft fIDasonvv
St. John and St. Paul Lodge, No. 615.

The installation meeting of this prominent Kentish lodge took place at the Prince
of Wales Hotel , Erith , on the 3rd inst., and was well attended. The following brethren
were present : Bros. Wm. -T. Doddrell . W.M. ; W. H. Keeble , S.W.; G. W.
Mitchell , P.M., P.G.D.C , Treas. ; H. King, P.M., P.P.G.P., Sec. ; Isaiah Turton ,
G. W. S. Kendal l , W. Solkhon , C. S. Heithersav, E. J . D. Valon , W. S. Heithersav,
G. H. Letton , P.M., W. Frarcis , W. L. Doddrell , P.M., ] .  Owen , R. Orchard , T. E.
Tinker , H . J .  J ordan , F. C. Leonard , F. Mayall , G. D. Vincer , J . Thornhill , J . C.
Holloway, and others. The visitors were Bros. T. Wills , P.M. 299, P.G. Supt. of
Works Kent ; S. De Vere Whitehead S.VV. (Shang hi) ; T. Turton , 913 ; W. Gurney
Winter , SGo ; J. A. Whitfield , W.M. 77; E. Evenden , W.M. 1223 ; Thos. Sibley,
W.M. 1679 ; W. Dawson , W.M. S29 ; H. W. Francis , S.D. S29 ; S. Barnard , 700 ;
C. Steel, P.M. 1365 ; S. E. South gate , P.M. 700 ; and R. T. West , 1744.

The minutes of the previous meet ing having been read , and the Auditors ' report ,
showing a substantial balance , having been received and adop ted , Bro. Herbert King,
P.M., P.P.G.P., the " Father " of the lodge then occup ied the chair , and proceeded
with the important business of instal ling Bro. Wm. Henry Keeble as W.M. for the
ensuing year , and he performed the duty in a most exemp lary manner. The new
W.M. next invested his officers as follows : ' Bros. Isaiah Turton , S.W. ; G. W. S.
Kendall. LW. : W. Solkhon, Treas. ; H. King, P.M.. P.P.G.P., Sec.; C. S. Heit her-
say, S.D. ; W. S. Heithersay, J.D . ; E. J . D. Valon , I.G. ; G. H. Letton , P.M., D.C.;
W. Francis , A.D.C. ; W. L. Doddrell , P.M., J . Owen , R. Orchard , and T. E. Tinker ,
Stewards ; and W. Larder , Tyler. Bro. W. L. Doddrell , P.M., was ap pointed Chanty
Representative. A Past Treasure r 's jewel was voted to Bro. G. W. Mitchell , P.G.D.
of C, the late Treasur er , he having filled that office for the last 10 years , and the pro-
poser and seconder of the proposition spoke in the highest praise of the great services
he had rendered to the lodire. In a spirited speech , given with much feeling, Bro. G.
W. Mitchell acknowled ged the vote of the jewel . He said that he had always done his
duty, and he had no hesitatio n in saying that if it had not been for him they would have
J bst their warrant , he having financed the lodge. It had been a great pleasure to him to
work hard for the Province of Kent , and he had done his utmost on the Cha rity Com-
mittee. At the conclusion of his speech , he handed to the W.M. his Treasurer 's book ,
together with a cheque for the balance in his hands. The delivery of the usual
addresses was ably rende red by Bro. H. King, and he is to be congratulated on the
efficient way he carried out the installation ceremo ny.

Other business followed , after which the lodge was closed, and the brethren with-
drew to partake of an excellent banquet , which reflected the highest credit on the
establishment.

At the conclusion of the banquet , the W.M. gave the usual loyal and Mason ic toasts
in happy terms.

In submitting the toast of "The Ri ght Hon. Earl Amherst , R.W. Prov. G.M. of
Kent ," the VV.M. said ; This is a toast that is always received by Freemasons of Kent
with the utmost enthusiasm , for we are proud to have such a brother to preside over us
in his capacity of Provincial Grand Mas ter. You all know how Freemasonry has pro-
gressed under his lordship 's rule; the good deeds of some men are not known until
they have passed away, and we read of them recorded in their biograp hy. But we are
piatified to know that the gocd deeds of Earl Amherst live with him , and will long be
n membered after he has been called to the Grand Lodge above , which we hope , by the
will of the Gteat Architect of the Universe , will not be for very many years to come.
Long may he conlinue to preside over us, and may Freemasonry ever flourish in the
Piovince of Kent.

In responding for "The Provincial Grand Officers , Present and Past ," Bro. T.
Wills , whose name , and those of Bros. G. W. M itchell and H. King, was associated
with the toast , said that he was sorry no Grand Officer of higher station than he in the
province was present. In Bro. Eastes , their Deputy Prov. Grand Master , they a had one
of thc best of Masons , and it would be impossible for him to say too much in his praise ,
as thev could have no better. He was proud he was a Past Grand Officer of Kent ,
and if the members would only work hard there was no reason why in the course of time
they should not all be officers of their province. He was pleased to be with them that
evening to see such good working, and he was ver y much impressed wilh the way the
W.M. had invested his officers—he had never seen it done better—and he hoped to com-:
again when harmony would prevail . He wished the W.M. every success during his
term of office, and in conclusion he remarked , don 't forget tbe words "love , unity, and
concord. "

Bro. W. T. Doddrell , I.P.M., proposed " The Heal th of the Worshipful Master. "
He stated that the way that Bro. Keeble had worked that day was evidence that he
would be an excellent ruler in every way. They had known him f.i r some time , and
there was no doubt that when he vacated the chai r it would be their unanimous opinion
that the lodge had never had a better Alaster.

The toast was drunk with acclamation , and
Bro. Keeble , the W.M., < n  rising to respond , was enthusiasticall y received. He

stated that he felt he had arrived at a very difficult task , to respond to the toast , but ,
still , he was proud of his hi gh position , and he earnestl y hoped to be able to uphold the
reputation and dignity of the lodge in every way . He sincerel y trusted that his
tenure of office would be one of haimony—without any bickeiing or ill-feeling—and if he
could carry out his duties with peace and happ iness all round , he would indeed be glad ;
and concluding, he quoted—

" 'Thus have I begun my rei gn and 'tis
My hope to end successfull y."

The Worshipful Master , in proposing " The Installing Master , Bro. F. King, P.M. ,
P.P.G.P., " said that he was proud to have been installed by so worthy a member , whose

workintr of the ceremonv was excellent , and could not have been done better , and he
and the members appreciated his services.

In response , Bro. King said it was an honour to instal so good a W.M., and he was
indebted to the outgoing Master for allowing him to do the installation ceremony , lth ad
fallen to his happy lot to have installed others in the lodge, and he was proud to have
done so.

The toast of "The Visitors " came next , the W.M. observing that he was honoured
with their presence , and on behalf of the lodge , he gave them a very hearty lwel come.
He coup led with the toast the names of Bros. Whitehead , T. Sibley, and C. Steel.

Bro. S. De Vere Whitehead (Shang hai) responded. He said that he had very much
enjoyed the proceedings and their hosp itable treatment and as he thought there was a
prospect of his remaining in this country, he should certaiely offer himself as a joining
member.

Bro. T. Sibley, W.M. 1G79, stated that that was his second visit. He had worked
hard with the W.M. in Masonic business for years and he had no hesitation in say ing
that he would be a credit to himself and the lodge , and he was proud to have seen him
installed into the chair.

Bro. C. Steel also rep lied in clcquent terms.
Bro. J .  A. Whitfield , VV.M. 77, and other visitors also responded , bearing testimony

to the excellent working ot the Installing Maste r, and the former expressed a hope that
brotherl y love would prevail in the lodge in the future.

The Worshi pful Master gave " The Past Masters ," observing that it was his
pleasing duty to present the I.P.M., Bro . Wm. T. Dcddrell , who had faithfully per-
formed his task as VV.M. for the last 12 months , with a Past Master 's jewel , and in
making the presentation he did so in a uni que speech.

Bro. Wm. T. Doddrell , I.P.M., in response , tendered his best thanks for the jeivel,
which he should esteem as long as he lived.

Bro. G. VV. Mitchell , P.M., rep lied for the Past Masters.
The Worship ful Master proposed " The Treasurer and Secretar y ." He said Bro.

King had been the Secretary for years and the members well knew how he carried out
his duties.

Bro. H.King, P. M., Sec, in responding, said heappreciated the great honour of having
been again appointed Secretary . I le did his best to promote the inter , sts of thc lodge,
and what he had done was , he thoug ht , his duty ; but if he had unwittingl y offended
any one he was sorry. He had int roduced several members , some of whom were now
Pas t Masters , and that was gratif ying to him.

Bro. Solkhon , Treas., also rep lied in appropriate terms.
The W.M. gave " The Masonic Press ," to which Br o. R. T. \Ves.t responded.

" The Officers " having been honoured , the Tyler 's toast terminated the pro.
ceedings.

The W.M. had provided an excellent musical entertainment by engaging the
/Eolian Vocal Quartette; which consists of Mr. Herbert Stockwell , Miss Maude Ballard ,
Miss Lillian Close, and Bro . Carl Brandt , and their great efforts were much appreci ate d
by the brethren. Mr. Percy Keeble, A.R.C.O., Sub-Professor R.A.M., the son of the
W.M., was an able accompanyist.

Royal Victoria Lodge, No. 1013.
The annual meeting of this well-known lodge was held on the 4th inst., for the 29th

time , at the Masonic Hall , Liverpool , when there was a large gathering of its members
and ,visitors , many of the latter being from the adjoining province of Cheshir e, wher e the
incoming W.M. is well known to the Craft. I'he chair was taken bv Bro. Thos. P
Bethell , W.M., supported by Bros. Col. Whitney, P.M. ; W. M'William , P.M.: I
Broadbent , P.M. ; W. Thompson , P.M. ; F. Evans , P.M.; J . J ack , P.M., Tre as. ;

'
W. H. Cooke , P.M., D.C. ; and others ; and amon g the numerous visitors were Bros
G. R. Bottomley, P.P.G.D.C, ; J . Armstrong, W.M. 1350; R. White , P.G.D. C. .
O. Jones, P.P.G.S.B. ; J . Camlin , P.P.G.D.; E. Powell , P.P.G.R.; W.S pencer '
W.M. 823 ; Peter Duff , P.P.S.G.D. ; and others.

I he installation ceremony was well carried out by Bro. J . Bethel , W.M., and the
following officers were appointed and invested : Bros. Thos. C. Bethel , I.P.M. ; J . B.
J ones, S.W. ; E. A. Davies, J .W. ; J . J ack , P.M., Treas. (re-elected) ; J . R.
Bromley, Sec.; F. Houl graves , S.D. ; J . W. Worrall , J .D. ; VV. R. Cooke , P.M .,
D.C; R. Mounsfield , Org. ; A. T. Mackay, I.G.; R. Foden , W. Foden , W. J .
J ones, H. Beale, and Alfred Shawfield , Stewards; and W. Thornton , P.M., Char ity
Representative. Bro. Frank Du Chemin was re-elected Tyler. Before the Iodge was
closed a beautiful Past Master 's jewel was presented to the retirin g W.M. on behalf of
the members by Bro. Proud , W.M.

The brethren afterwards dined together , and a capital musical programme was
carried out by Bros. G. Broadbent , S. Kirkham , Pierpoint , Parkinson , Davies, Beeso n,
J ack. Howard , and Mountfield.

Fermor Hesketh Lodge, No. 1350.
The 251b annual meeting of this lodge was held at the Coun ty Hall , Bootle, on

Monday, the gth inst., for the installation of Bro. Frederick J . Billett , the W.M. elect.
The lodge was opened by the W.M., Bro. J ohn Armstrong, P.M., P.G.S. of W.
Cheshire , who was well supported by the officers , members, and a large number of
visiting brethren , amongst whom were Bros. Wm. Goodacre , P.G.S.B. England , P.G.
Sec ; Thos. Shaw (Mayor of Birkenhead ), P.J .G.W. Cheshire ; J .  Lees, P.G.D . .
Dr. Kirkpatrick , P.P.G.S.B.; J . C. Robinson , P.P.G.D.C. ; S. Pittawa y, P.P.G.S.B . :
J as. Gamlin , P.P.G D. Cheshire ; F. K. Stevenson , P.P.G.S.B. Cheshire; Owen
J ones, P .P.G.S.B. Cheshire ; Dr. Adam s, P.M. 14S ; W. H. Roberts , P.M. 148 j J .
H , J ackson , VV.M. C05 ; W. H. Cooke , P.M. 1013 ; G. Proudman , W.M. 1013 ; W.
F. Robinson , P.M. 2132; S. Pope , P.M. 1473 ; R. Rawlinson , P.M. 1473 ; and J ,
H. Pagen , W.M. elect 2132.

Alter the usual preliminaries , the VV.M. elect was presented by Bros. Swift and
Connor , the ceremony of installation being rendered by the retirin g VV.M. The W.M. ,
Bro. Billett , invested his officers as follows : Bros. E. J . Robin , S.W. ; E. W. Arm-
strong, J .W.; Wm. Taylor , P.M., Treas. ; A. Halsull , Sec ; W. W. West , S.D. ;
T. E. Gedling, J .D. ; C. C. Robin , P.M., D.C. ; R. W. J ones , Org. ; J . Bolton ,
I.G.j E. H. J ones, b.  Davies, W. R. Masheder , and J . L. H. Woods, Stwds. j and
Hy. Owens , Ty ler. Bro. F. A. Staedeli was unanimousl y elected Charity Representa-
tive. _ An interesting feature of the investiture of officers was the I.P.M. placing his
son in the J unior Warden 's chair , remarking that by so doing it constituted him a
member of Grand Lodge, and expressing a hope that the position now attained would
never be forfeited.

At the banquet , which was admirably served by Bro. Holmes , of the Metropole ,
after the usual loyal toasts , the W.M. gave "Our M.W. Grand Master , and the rest
of the Grand Officers , Present and Past ," to which Bro. Wm. Goodacre , P.G.S.B.
Eng. , responded in eloquent terms.

In rep ly to the toast of " The Prov. Grand Officers of this and other Provinces ,"
Bro. J .  Lees, P.G.D., responded for West Lancashire , and his Worshi p the Mayor of
Birkenhead , Bro. Thos. Shaw , P.G.W. , for Cheshire.

In reply to the toast of his health , the W.M. said although it was somewhat difficult
o follow such an old and experienced Past Master in the chair as Bro. Armstrong, who
was so well versed in every detail of the ritual , he could assure the lodge he would do
all in his power to maintain the traditions of the Fermor Hesketh Lodge in the good
working of their beautiful ritual.

In proposing " I'he Health of the I.P.M. and Installing Master ," the W.M. said
that during the yea r just ended their lodge had passed throu gh the period of its greatest
prosperity. They nad had a large number of initiates , and to pass them through the
several Degrees several emergency meetings were necessar y, and even then they could
not meet the requirements of all their candidates without askin g the assistance of their
neighbours , and so highly was their I.P.M. appreciated , that on several occasions he
was asked to take the chair in these lodges and pass or raise his own candidates. The
manner in which .their several ordinary csremonies were worked , as well as the installation
ceremony that day, reflected the highest credit on Bro. Arms trong, to mark which the
lodge had voted him a Past Master 's jewel , making one more to the numerous array
which alread y decorated his breast; the members , however , in their private capacity
thoug ht fit to still further mark their appreciation of his services by presenting that gold
watch to his daughter , Miss Mabel Armstrong, as a memento of her father 's Mastership
of the lodge.

Bro. Armstrong, I. P.M., in repl y, thanked the members for the jewel they had
presented to himself , but more particularly for the very handsome watch they had
thought fit to present to his youngest daug hter. He was pleased they appreciated the
services he had been able to render during the past year , which was certainl y a
prosperous one. They had one and all rendered him yeoman service , with the result
that the lodge was now in a sound financial position. He had endeavoured to give th e
ritual so as to leave an indelible impression on the minds of the candidates , and if he
had been successful it was ample reward . Twenty years ago when lie first became a
ruler in the Craft , he thoug ht the ritual was capable of considerable improve ment , but
year by year its bea u ties dawned upon him , and to-day he fel t that even a verbal alter a-
tion amounted to sacrilege ; that which had stood the test of nearl y two centuries , and
was in use in thousands of lodges in all parts of the globe, was a living testimony of
those two great minds who brought it into its present shape—Desaguliers and Ande rson .
The anti quity of Freemasonry was beyond doubt. Its traces are found amongst the
Druids , in the teachings of Pythagoras , in the still more ancient mysteries of Egypt, and
of the followers of Zoroaster; and , with the sing le exception of J udaism , it is the oldest
institution in the world. If his reading had been more especially directed to the histo rica l
and archteological aspect of Masonry, he no less venerated that ritual they all loved so
well. As a Master , he tried never to lose sight of that great axiom of Freemason ry,
" In things essential , unity ; in things doubtful , liberty ; in all thin gs, Charity.

The toast of " The Masonic Charities " was ably responded to by Bros. Pittaw ay
and Stevenson , that of "The Visitors " by Bros. Dr. Adams , Gamlin , and Raw linson,
and of " The Musical Brethren " by Bros. S. Pope and J ackson.

Sackville Lodge, No. 1619.
The installation of the W.M. of this lodge took place at the regular meet ing on

Tuesday, the 3rd inst., at the Crown Hotel , East Grinstead. There was a large atte nd-
ance of members and visitors , amongst the latter were Bros. Freeman , P.M., I rov.
G. Sec; II .  H. Perry, C. J .  Bye, J .  Davis, W. Wrig ht , J .  J inks , K. Mitche ll, VV. li.
Hughes , Thomas Bullock , J .  P. Slingsby Roberts , T. J . Lyne , E. Smith , and VV. W.
Welling.

The lodge having been opened , the minutes of the last meeting were read and con-
firmed , and a large number of apologies from brethren invited to attend having bee
read , the outgoing W.M., Bro. D. VVood , installed Bro. C. Morton Wilson , as w. '»j
for the ensuing year. The Chap lai n, Bro. Canon W. II .  Cooper , took all that par t
the installation ceremony which follows the closing of the Board of Install ed Waste •
Thc W.M., Iiro. Wilson , invested the following as officers : Bros. VV. H. Dixon , S.VV. ) i'
E. Lark , J .VV. ; Canon W. H. Cooper , Chap. ; li. A. Head , Treas. ; A. M. Betch ieyi
Sec ; D. Wood. I.P.M. ; J .  Harrison , D. of C.j W. W. Gale , S.D. ; A. Bra n<">
J .D. j  II. D. Gatford , I.G. j A. G. Shepherd , Org.; and F. Walder and J. ^

ke
"



Stwds. A handsome gold Past Master 's jewel was presented to Brn . D. VVood, in recog-
nition cf his serv'ces during bis year of office . In acknowledging the presentation , Bro.
Wood said he felt the kindness of the brethren very much. He had hoped to do m ire
than he had done for the lodge, still it was a source of satisfaction to him tn he able to
hand over the affairs of the lodge to his successor in so prosperous a condition. He
believed the Sackville Lodge was never in a better nosition than at that time, and ,
though his desire bad been to see the building of a Masonic Hall inaugurated , if not
built , during his year of office , he did not despair of yet seeing the hall an accomplished
fact, and he would be ready to hel p on the work in every way in his power. The lod ge
was then closed.

The annual banquet was afterwards held, to which about 30 brethren sit down , at
the Crown Hotel.

The usual loyal and Masonic toasts were given and duly honoured.
Bro. Freeman, P M., P.G.D., Prov. G. Sec, returned thanks for "The Grand

Lodge of England ," and also responded to other toasts during the evening. His
remarks were to the point and sparkling with wit, as well as full of val u ible information
on Masonic matters.

" The Health of the W.M." was received with much enth usiasm.
Bro. Wilson, in reply, said he felt deep ly the responsible position he had been

placed in by the unanimous choice of the brethren , and he would exert himself to the
utmost to sustain the character of the lodge. He felt it a m atter of congratulation that
he had so good a staff of officers , and with their hel p and that of the Past Masters he
was sure they had a happy and prosperous year befo re them , and nothing should be
wanting on his part to make it so. In reference to the buildin g of a Masonic Hall , he
was fully impressed with the necessity for the lodge providing itself with a habitation of
its own in which to meet, and he could assure the brethren on gold authority that Bro.
Budd-Budd took a deep interest in the prosperity of the lodge, and that though circum-
stances had prevented the scheme of the hall being cirried out as originally intended ,
he believed the site for the building would siill be given by Bro. Budd-Budd , and no
doubt he would also help in building the hall , for his own part he would double his
promised contribution , and would give ,(.50 to the building fu nd ; he hoped the brethren
would follow his example.

Bro. Harrison , P.M., in proposing the toast of " The Installing Master ," said the
ceremony had been well parried out, and especially noticed the delivery of the charges
which he said had been given in a most impressive manner.

Bro. Canon Cooper, P.M., Chap., who had the toast of "The Past Masters of the
Lodge " placed in his hands, said that it was an untold advantage to have such experienced
and zealous Paster Masters as those on the list of the Sackville Lodge. He would
especially couple with the toast the name of Bros. Mitchell , P.M. ; Head. P.M. ; and
Betchley, P.M., as they were all thoroughly well up in their work , and it must be a
source of great strength to a W.M. to feel he had such efficient workers behind him.
He hoped during the ensuing year a regular lodge of instruction would b? formed, for it
was quite impossible to go through the working of the lodge and the different Dagrees
without constant practice and without an opportunity of working together. Those
brethren who had delighted them through the evening with so many beautifull y sung
songs and glees could never have attained the perfection they had reached without frequent
and laborious practice. So in Masonry ths officers may be leltei - erfect in their work,
but a ceremony may lack rc-verence and unprtssiveness because the breth ren no not work
smoothly and together. He would specially say a word to the assistant officers of the
lodge, who ought to be most assiduous in becoming thoroughly efficient in their working.
He had often seen what ought to have been very solemn functions marred and rendered
ridiculous by the ignorance of the Deacons. The Past Masters, whose health they were
about to drink, had earned their position and distinction by hard and good work and
if their example was followed by the younger officers of the lodge there was no reason
wh y the working of the Iodge should not be as perfect and impressive as that of any
lodge in the province.

Bro. Head, P.M., returned thanks for the Past Masters, and spoke of his long
connection with the lodge and his constant desi re to help in every way he could its
efficiency 3rd prosperity.

"The Visitors." "The Wardens," "The Officers," and the Tyler's toast having
been drunk with the accustomed honours, the proceedings of the day were broug ht to
a close.

A most enjoyable and useful evening was thus spent , a great addition to the
pleasure of the after nroceedingsbeing thc. excellent singing of the Lyric Local Quartette ,
under the direction of Bro. W. Wright, P.P.G. Org. Middx.

Urmston Lodge, No. 1730.
The first meeting of this Iodge subsequent to the adjournm :nt was held on Monday,

the Qth inst., at the Victori i Hotel , Urmston. There was a vsrv good attendance of
brethren. The lodge was opened by Bro. J'lh n Walton , jun., VV.M., who performed
the ceremonv of passing. Both he and his officers are thjrou^ 'ily wall un to their wo'k ,
it heing quite a treat to witness. There were present Bros, lohn Walton , W.M.;
Walter Bowers, S.W. : G. J. Mends , J.W. ; A. L. Littler , P.M., P.P.G.P., Treas. ;
''¦. K. Lloyd. P.M., P.P.G. Treas.; 'J. Ormrod, S.D. j  1. W. Alla.d . J.D. ; G.
A. Mvers , P.P.G.D. of C, D. of C; I. Bower, P.M ., Org. ; E. Roberts , P .M.;
R Swindells. P.M.: J. H. Marsh , P.M. ; Thns. VV. Bone , P.M. ; J. T. Mends
l"hn Clare, C. W. Barran , Jas. S. Whitley, A. Hawkins , F. Ridwlile Bowley. P. VI. ;
Wm . Mosl-y, W.M. 1773 ; Thos. T. S-fton , P.M. ; W. C. Royle, P.M.; and G. S.
Smith , P.M., P.P.G. Org. East Lanes., P.G. Org. West Lanes.

St. Cuthbert' s Lodge, No. 1902.
The annual meeting of the members of this lodge was held on Tuesday, the 3rd

inst., in the Mechanics' Institute , Bedlingtnn , Bro. Charlton , VV.M., presiding. There
was a good attendance of members, including the following visitors : Bros. E. Forster,I -W. j Haton , P.M.; Guthrie, Richardson, Grieves, Windle, Fergus, Straker, Whyte,
and others.

After the regular business of the lodge had been transacted, the installation of Bro.
>V. Hogarth , S.W., W.M. elect , took place, the ceremony being most impressively
performed by Bro. Charl ton. VV.M. The investiture of oflicers was then proceeded with
<f y Uro. Hogarth , W. ,VL, the following members being invested : Bros. Fogeo, S.W. ;
Turner , J.W. ; Hedley, Sec ; R. Swan, Treas. ; W. Percy, P.M., D.C; Carr,
'•"•! and Newsome, Tyler.

The brethren afterwards adjourned to Bro. Metcalfe's Turk's Head, where the
annual festival took place.

United Northern Counties Lodge, No. 2128.
An emergency meeting of this lodge was held at the Inns of Court Hotel , Holborn ,

?n Thursday, the 29th u lt , whan there were present Bros. R. P. Keates, W.M. ;
\vison, S.W. j  G.J. Wood. J.W. ; Oxley, S.D. ; Porter, J.D. ; Chant , I.G. ;
• •^• Cumberland, D.C. j  W. H. Bullock , Secj H. Evenden, Tylerj C. R. Lee,M .M. . Newton , Moysey, C. S. Ayling, Town, R. S. Ayling, Happold, Hall , and
'arkinson. Visitors : Bros. I. Kift . 1701 : and Fox. W.M. 00.

Ihe lodge having been opened , the W.M. explained that the emergency was calledpaitl y to clear up arrears of work caused by the numerous deaths which had taken placemong the officers , and partly with a view of reducing the work to be done at the elec-
'on meeting on the ist prox. Having made this explanation he proceeded to initiate

, r- Joseph Parkinson and pass Bros. Town and Ayling, the tracing board being explainedy Uro. Cumberland. P.M. The chair was then taken by Bro. C. R. Lee, the I.P.M.,
,,'° m an able and imoressive manner raised Bro. Newton to the Sublime Decree of a
• iHcr Martin. Before clos 'nir the Uidae the W.M. announced that they had sustained
wli.T

rP 
'"  ̂h>'.tt'_ i <)eattl ot Bro. Frank Wrieht, P.M., thus making four Past Misters

t. . 'i"_, ' ̂ 'K ^ w ilb'n ihe laft  few weeks. A vo'e c f condolence was passed and directed
\y T sent to the widow and famil y. Bro. Cumberland, Deputy G.S.B., informed the
,, ¦ -• that he had ju->t learned that lhe first init iate of the lodee, Bro . Liffut. W. H.
s a i l M , •* N.K., had received an important com nand in the Mercantile Marine , and
and • '1e made ,'ie announcement with peculiar pleasure as he had initiated , passed ,
tin ra,lse<l Uro- Bullock. Bro. Cumberland was requested to convey the congratula-

"s "f the brethren of the lodge to Bro. Bullock.
[j, J.e lodge was lien closed, and the breihren adjourned to a supper served by
'* »''ank Blackley, the hotel manager, in a sty le that reflected the greatest credit on

htm and eave much satisfaction to all present. Here, as well as in the lodge, Bro. Jas .
Kift (gratified the members by his masterly playing and singing.

The hotel lod ge rooms have just been redecorated in a most chaste and elegant
manner, and were used for the first time this season. Bro. Blackley and his directors
are leaving nothing undone to make the Masonic surroundings of their palatial house all
that can be desired.

Dorothy Vernon Lodge, No. 2194.
The annual festival of the above Iodge took place at the Town Hall , Bakewell , oh

Tuesday, the 3rd inst., when a large number of visitors, including Bro. Victor Cavendis h ,
M.P., were present. After the lodge had been duly opened , Bro. H. B. Taylor was
duly installed W.M. tor the ensuing year, in place of Bro. Victor Cavendish, M.P.,
who retired from that position. The ceremony was performed in a very able manner by
Bros. Victor Cavendish , M.P., W.M. ; P. S. Fentem , P.M. ; J. H. Orme, P.M •
C. F. Wardley, P.M., and W. H. Marsden , 253, P.G.S.B.

After the ceremony a banquet took place at the Rutland Arms Hotel, when Bro.
Victor Cavendish, M.P., presented the lodge with a handsome organ , as a memento of
his year of office. The following brethren were present : Bros. Victor Cavendish , VV.M.-
J. C. Strovan .S.W. ; J. P.. Jagger, J.W. ; C. II. Glossop. Treas. ; G. Leigh, Sec ;
Thomas Fentem , S.D. : Thomas Allsop, J.D. : W. H. Bowman, I.G. : J. Smith ,
Org. ; P. S. Fentem , P.M.; Stanley Orme, P.M. ; C. F. Wardley, P.M.; j. H.
Orme, P.M. ; Rev. H. J. I.ongsdon , j. Tyrwhitt-Walker, E. B. Wrench , T. B. Mellnr .
Org. ; E. M. Longsdnn . William Mellor, H. Brooke-Tay lor, C. F. Fieldsend, J. F.
Woodhpad , W. Clark. W. H. Stroyan , and B. Mortnn. Visi tors : Bros. W. H. Marsden
253, P.G.S.B. ; H.- Deeley, 473 ; VV. A. Lytic, P.M. S50 ; H. G. Shaw, 1230 j  F.
Rowland. J.W. 1235 ; J . Gladwin , 1235, P.P.G.S.B. ; W. Bnerly, W.M. 123?; Wi
j .  Mill , P.M. 1235. P.P.G.P. ; [. Harston , VV.M. SS4 ; J. Hodgkinson, P.M. 140! ;
T. Tyzack, 1490 : Jos. Sladin, VV.M., P.M. ,495 ; T. Parker, P.M. 1495 ; T. Drabble,
P.M. 1495. P.J.G.W.; G. P. Barton , S.W. M95 : A. C. Hewitt , is6G , P.P.G.S.B. ;
J. Given. VV.M., P.M. 1952; J. VV. Cooke, 1952 ; VV. P. Stamper, P.M. 1952 , P.G.C;
and T. H. Brown , 2269.

The following officers were elected : Bros. J. E. Jagger, S.W. : E. M. Longsdon,
J.W. ; C. H. Glossop, P.M., Treas. ; E. B. Wrench , Sec. ; Rev. Giles Andrew, P.M.,
Chap.; B. Morto n , S.D. : J. Tyrwhitt-Walker, J.D.; T. B. Mellor, Org. ; C. J.Fieldsend, I.G.; E. B. Wrench , T. Allsop, and W. Mellor, Stwds ; and J. Smith,
Tyler.

©ur portrait (Mlerp of Morsbipfttf Masters

BR O. WM. HENRY. KEEBLE,
whose portrait we publish above, is the Worshipful Master of the St. John and
St. Paul Lodge, No. 615, whose installation is recorded in another column ,
was initiated into Freemasonry in the Union Waterloo Lodge, No. 13 (centenary),
on the 14th January, 1885. He was elected a joining member of the St. John
and St. Paul Lodge on the 3rd September, 1S89, having been proposed by Bro.
Herbert King, P.M., P.P.G. P. Kent , in which he has filled the principal offices.
He j oined the Royal Arch Chapter, Union Waterloo—a very old chapter—on the
27th Jul y, 1887, and has occupied the severa l offices up to Nehemiah, which he
has held the last three or four years, waiting to be installed as VV.M., and he will
be eligible for the Third Princi pal in January next. Our brother has been in
commercial life for 23 years, and is well-known in the Metropolis and in the Pro-
vince of Kent. He has the hi ghest interests of Freemasonry at heart , and under
his vigorous rule the lod ge cannot but flourish.

©bituar s.
BRO. H. A. POCOCK.

It is with regret that we announce the death of Bro. H. A. Pocock , the
second senior Past Master of the Burgoyne Lodge, No. 902, in which he
was initiated the 19th of February, 1873. He joined Mark Masonry the gth
March, 1877, in the Croydon Lodge, No. 198 ; he was (or five years Honorary
Secretary of the East Surrey Lod fije of Concord Lodge of Instruction , and for
his services received a very handsome testimonial. Our brother , who was with
Messrs. Wilson , Bristoivs , and Carpmeal , for 38 years , was 54 years of age, and
died after a short illness on the 6th instant.  The funeral  took p lace on Tuesday
last , the ioth instant , at the Croy don Cemetery, and was attended by his
relations and many friends . Several handsome wreaths were sent by Messrs .
Wilson , Bristows , and Carpmea l , their staff , the Croydon Conservative Club ,
wife and children , Mr. and Mrs. W. F. Pocock , Mrs. J. Goodman , Mrs. Sacker
and family, Mrs. P. Brown , Mrs. Thurston , and others.



flfoaecmic anb General {_ubirtG8<
PRINCE ALFRED OF EDINBURGH , who for some years has been a sVibaltern in the

Prince of Wales's Plymouth Volunteers, has been promoted to the rank of captain.
IT WAS REPORTED at the meeting ot the Chester District Council , held on Saturday

last, that 4225 cyclists were counted as using the main roads leading to that city on
August Bank Holiday.

THE QU E E N  has been pleased to approve of the appointment of Sir Joseph W.
Ridgeway to be Governor of Ceylon in the place of Sir Arthur E. Havelock, who has
been appointed Governor of Madras.

THE LORD -LIEUTENANT OF I RELAND left the Viceregal Lodge, Dublin , for
Chelsea House, Cadogan-place, on Tuesday, the Countess Cadogan and Lady Sophie
Cadogan having gone to Scotland on a series of visits.

THE DUCHESS OF ALBANY with her daughter the Princess Alice and the young
Duke of Albany paid a visit to the Crystal Palace on Tuesday and witnessed a per-
formance by the Somali natives and afterwards inspected the African Village.

BEFORE LEAVING LONDON his Highness the Shahzada presented Mr. Percy
Armytage with a valuable gold watch, with the Cabul arms surrounded with jewels on
the back, in recognition of his services in superintending the household at Dorchester
House.

THE LORD MAYOR OF LONDON (Bro. Sir Joseph Renals) and the Lady Mayoress
arrived last week in Paris on their promised visit, and on Saturday last his lordship
had an aud ience of the President of the French Republic, subsequently visiting the
British Embassy and the Ministry for Foreign Affairs.
¦ THE DUKE of AOSTA met with a slight accident on Saturday last-when ali ghting
from his carriage near Altezzano, receiving injuries to his right hand and hip. Just as
this occurred the horses took fright and bolted , but were soon stopped by some carabi-
neers, the Duchess of Aosta and two ladies of her suite, who were in the vehicle at the
time, escaping unhurt.

THE BETROTHAL is announced of H.R.H. the Princess Alexandra, third daughter
of the Duke of Saxe Coburg-Gotha (Duke of Edinburg h), to his Roya l Highness the
Hereditary Prince of Hohenlohe-Langenburg, who is related to our Royal Family. • The
young Princess only completed her 17th year of age on the 1st inst., having been born at
Coburg on the ist September, 1S7S.
' TH E I STH ANNUAL MEETING of the Library Association of the United kingdom
has been held at Cardiff during the present week under the presidency of Bro. Lord
Windsor, who in the course of his address laid stress on the importance of reading even
light literature so long as it was not absolutely pernicious. A luncheon followed , at
which the delegates were entertained by the president, and after this a visit was paid to
the Bute Docks.

"W ILLIAMSON 'S LINCOLN A N D  LINCOLNSHIRE RAILWAY GU I D E  AND A B C
TIME TABLE ."— One Penny. This is a wonderful pennyworth , and the completest
publication of the kind we are familiar with , the information afforded being so varied,
interesting, and accurate. It is not a Railway Guide only, but a directory, practically,
for the City. Even the Freemasons' lodges in the province are duly described and
nothing seems wanted to render it a veritable multurn in f iarvo.

DR. EITEL, Inspector of Schools at Hong Kong, says that the best educational
theories of Europe , based as they are on observations of Western children , are in-
applicable to Chinese children , whose minds and environments are essentially different.
In Hong Kong, Chinese scholars spend from four to seven years in studying English
without learning tne language.

Mr. George Campion Courthorpe, of Whiligh , Sussex , whose death is just announced
as having happened in his 85th year, was the eldest son of the late Mr. George
Courthope, of Whiligh . He was educated at Eton and at Christchurch , Oxford. He
was a magistrate and deputy-lieutenant for Sussex. Mr. Courthope was the representative
of a family who have been seated at Whiligh, or Wylie, for 300 years, and who have
held landed property in that county since the reign of Kdward 1.

BRO. SIR A LBERT WOODS, Garter Principal King of Arms, visited Windsor on
Tuesday for the purpose of re-arranging the banners and heraldic insignia of the Knig hts
of the Garter in St. George's Chapel. The standard , helmet , sword, and mantelet of Czar
Nicholas II. were placed between the insignia of the King of Saxony and the Grand
Duke of Mecklenburg-Strelitz, while those of the Marquis of Lansdowne were placed
over another stall, the insignia of the late Czar Alexander III. and Earl Grey being
removed.

A TERRIBLE DISASTER occurred at Morecambe Bay on Monday. The large passenger
steamer Express, was off the pleasure pier and about to receive her passengers for a
tri p to Black pool, when the pier, which was thronged with people, gave way, and men,
women, and children were seen struggling in the water, which was at the time between
six feet and eight feet deep. Every effort was made to rescue the poor people, but the
list of casualties is a formidable one and includes three dead and not far short of 20
more or less seriously injured.

ON SUNDAY AFTERNOON a dejeuner was given at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs
in honour of the diplomatists and savants who were attending the International Metric
Conference. Among those present were the British Ambassador , the President of the
Paris Municipal Council , the Prefect of Police, and Bro. Lord Mayor Renal s, the last-
named of whom proposed the health of the President of the French Republic, while M.
Hanotaux , the Foreign Minister , after acknowledging the compliment, proposed the
health of her Majesty the Oueen of England.

THE MARRIAGE of the Rev. Reginald Walter , second son of Sir James and Lady
Walker, of Sand Hutton , with the Lady Emil y Seymour , second daughter of Bro. the
Marquis and Marchioness of Hertford was solemnised in Arrow Church , Alcester, on
Tuesday, in the presence of a larg e gathering of friends and relations. The bride was
given away by her father , and Mr. Harold Walker of the 1st Life Guards was best man.
After the ceremony, Bro. the Marquis and Marchioness of Hertford entertained the
wedding party at Ragley Hall , and late in the day the Rev. Reginald and Lady Emily
Walker left for Calely Manor for the honeymoon.

BRO . LORD M AYOR Sir Joseph Renals and the Lady Mayoress have met with a
most cordial reception at Bordeaux. On Tuesday his lordshi p received the principal
members of the English Colony at the Mairie, and was presented by them with a
bronze statuette, entitled , "The Dream of Glory, " as a souvenir of his visit. In the
afternoon he was entertained at a private lunch by M. Dutrenit , a reception following.
In the evening his lotdshi p visited the exhibition , at the principal entrance of which he
Was received by the President , Secretary, and the members of the Committee. Later
there was a dinner at the Prefecture, followed by a cyclist 's fiite. His lordship was
heartily cheered by the dense crowd which surrounded his lordship 's carriage on leaving.

THE MATCH between North and South, which was played on the Hastings Cricket
Ground on the closing three days of last week , terminated in a decisive victory for thc
latter by 109 runs. The South went to the wickets first and scored 226, of which Stod-
dart made 68; Abel , 38; C. L. Townsend , 39; Lockwood , 23; and VV. G. Grace, 19.
The North compiled a tota l of 2cG, or only 20 behind , Denton 's O2, Chatterton 's 36,
and Poug her 's (not out) 30 being the chief contributions. In the second innings of tne
South the total was 255 fir six wickets , of which W. G. ( .race made 104 and Stoddart 71.
The innings was then declared closed, and their opponents went in , but failed in making
more than 166 out of the 276 required to win. This 104 by " VV. G." makes the r.inth
century he has compiled curing the season.

AUSTRALIAN LEMONS .— A Covent Garden sale of lemons, just received from
Australia , has attracted particular attention to the scarcity of this fruit , and the capa-
bilities of the Irrigation Colonies of Mildura and Kenmark as lemon-growing districts.
Five hundred cases were disposed of at prices rang ing from 9s. Cd. to 14s. fid. per case,
which is regarded as an exceptionally good price at auction , but not fully representing
the value of Ihe Iruit , and higher prices are confidently expected when the quality be-
comes known. Compared with the fruit commonly sold in Eng land , its value is at least
as three to one. It has a thin smooth skin of pure pale colour , a very juicy pulp with
but few pips, weighs heavily, and is of full  average size. Samples are now to be seen
at the London Office of Alessrs, Chafley Bros., Limited , 35, Queen Victoria-street,
London, E.C,

THE WINTER SESSION of the Charterhouse Science and Art Schools and Literary
Institute will open on Saturday, the 28th inst., under the presidency of the Rev. H enivSwann, M.A.

A N INTERNATIONAL FIRE CONGRESS will be held at Amsterdam from the 24th tothe 28th instant, in order to afford opportunities for discussing various questions con-nected with fire protection.
BRO. THE EARL OF K INTORE on Thursday received the freedom of Inverurie

Aberdeenshire, on the occasion of his return from South Australia, where he wasGovernor, and in recognition of his service to his country.
THE DEAL AND EASTBOURNE REGATTAS were held on Monday and in both cases

the beach and promenade were crowded with spectators. At Deal there was a nice
breeze, which greatly favoured the sailing contests, while at the Sussex watering place
the weather was equally propitious. Broadstairs Regatta took place the same* day.

IT IS REPORTED from Zurich that while the members of the International Technical
Congress were returning from an excursion two carriages on the railway started by
accident, and ran down the slope of the mountain. Several of the occupants jumped
out on the line, but in doing so Professor Hani, of Vienna, had his leg broken , and
another received a sprain.

ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY officers and men selected from the 2nd Hampshire,
1st Derbyshire, 1st South Lancashire, and 1st Essex Regiments, on Wednesday arrived
at Aldershot to be formed and trained as a company of the Mounted Infantry Regiment.
The company formed from line battalions quartered in Ireland was broken uo at Aider-
shot , and the men ordered to return to their battalions at Limerick, Cork, Kinsale, and
the Curragh.

THE MILITARY MANOEUVRES of the German troops at Stettin under the Emperor
William have passed off with brilliant success. On Sunday last the troops were reviewed
by the Emperor , who led the 2nd Grenadier Regiment past the Empress, while her
Majesty led the Pasewalker Cuirassiers past the Emperor. The Emperor Francis
Joseph visited Slattin during the gathering, and met with a most cordial welcome from
his brother sovereign.

BY THE DEATH of Admiral Talavera Vernon Anson, the Navy losses one of its
oldest officers , known in the naval service as a popular and kind-hearted man. Admiral
Anson had attained the great age of 86. He was the eldest surviving son of General
Sir George Anson, G.C.B., Governor of Chelsea Hospital , and Chief Equerry to tfie
Duchess of Kent. He entered the Navy as a cadet in 1S24, and attained the rank of
Admiral in 1S72.

ADMIRAL LORD WALTER K ERR and the officers of the Channel Squadron were
formally received on Tuesday by the Mayor of Sunderland , who offered him a hearty
welcome. Subsequently the Admiral laid a 45-ton block in the new pier, after which,
with his officers , he was entertained at luncheon by the Rive r Wear Commissioners.
In the evening a ball was held in the Drill Hall, which was very numerously attended by
the officers of the squadron.

THE HEALTH OK LONDON is still reported as comparing favourably with that of
other large towns in the kingdom, the death-rate last week, according to the Registrar-
General's returns, having been only 16.1 per 1000 as against 13.2 for Croydon, 11.1 for
Plymouth, 12.4 for Swansea, and 12.G for West Ham. At Wolverhampton it stood as
high as 37.1, at Hull at 35.6, and at Preston at 33.8, the average being equal to an
annual rate of 1Q.9 per 1000.

MASONIC PICNIC—The brethren ot the Northern Counties Lodge, No. 40G, to the
number of 72, had their annual picnic this year to Penrith. Arriving at the George
Hotel, they were driven to Pooley in five conveyances, and then sailed up the lake to
Patterdale and back. In the evening they sat down to a substantial dinner, provided by
Mr. and Mrs. F. Armstrong, in the George Assembly Room, and expressed themselves
so well satisfied with the day 's outing that they intend to repeat the visit.

THE A N N U A L  SPORTS of the Royal Artillery were held in the Norfolk Meadow last
Saturday under the shadow of Dover Castle, and drew together a large concourse of
spectators. Gunner Inwood , who won the Obstacle Race, took the championship medal
for the greatest number of points in the contests. There were also races for boys and
girls—children of members, of the R.A. quartered in Dover—which were exceedingly
popular. The prizes were afterwards distributed by Miss Burgmann, daughter of the
Commandant R.A.

WEST LANCASHIRE M ASONIC EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION .—A meeting of the
General Committee of this Institution was held on Friday, the 6th inst., at the Masonic
Hall, Hope-street, Liverpool, for the purpose of considering applications on behalf of
children to be placed on the list of candidates for election at the next Court of Governors.
After consideration of the cases, the Committee recommended several children for
election on the Education Fund and also on the combined Fund, and a grant of money
for the advancement in life of the daughter of a deceased Freemason.

WHAT IS THE M AGNET ?—In answering the question, "What is the magnet that
fills the tanks of the Masonic Brotherhood with so many willing, faithful companions '"'
Bro. Rev. Donald M. Spence, D.D., Dean of Gloucester , England, said : " lt is some-
thing, believe me, nobler, grander far than mere enjoyment; something more far-reach-
ing than good fellowship. It is, I think, the initiation into that Divine sympathy which
is the secret of our Order, which so wonderfully, so happil y, finds an echo in so many
hearts, and draws us so many and such varied recruits."— Voice of Masonry.

A RACE WAS ROWED over the championship couise from Putney to Mortlake on
Monday for the title and stakes of i,2O0 aside, the competi tors being Harding, of
Chelsea, and Tom Sullivan , of New Zealand. The same men rowed a match on the
Tyne in February -last for the Sportsman Challenge Cup, which carries with it the title
of Champion Sculler of England , when Harding easily defeated his opponent. On
Monday thc conditions were very favourable and Sullivan led by a clear half-length at
Hammersmith Bridge. I lowever, Harding shortly afterwards put in some stiff worn and
at Chiswick byot get tight away and won easily by too yards in 22 minutes 59 seconds.

A MOVEMENT is on foot in the Grand Lodge of Eng land for the re-numbering of
the lodges on its roll. This is a process which has been twice gone through , since the
amalgamation of the Ancient and Modern Masons in 1813 resulted in the establishment
of the United Grand Lodge. The number ot lodges on the fi rst United roll was 647,
with the Grand Stewards ' Lodge at the head of the list without a number. By 1832 me
number had risen to 865, but a great many lodges had dropped out, and the tresh
enumeration which then took place to fill the gaps reduced No. 865 to No. 504. In
1863 the number on the roll had swelled to 127 G, but a re-numbcring on the tormer
princip le reduced No. 127G to No. 974. In December last (1894; the latest warrant
issued was numbered 2538, and several nave since been added. Tne number- of lodges
actually existing at the present time under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of
Eng land, however, was stated by the "Masonic Calendar " to be 2u86, but this was
consideiably in excess of the real number , as it included many dormant lodges, and
nearly all the Eng lish lodges which in New Zealand have transferred their allegiance to
the Grand Lodge of New Zealand. Under these circumstances, it is evident that the
gaps in the list are many and large. Some brethren tnink the time has come when these
should be filled , and the numbers be closed up. Others, amongst them the Freemason,
think the time has not yet come for this, and amongst other reasons it is urged that it
would be premature to close up the numbers until the question ot the future of English
Masonry in New Zealand is settled, and until it is seen whether the movements now
simmering in the minds of brethren in Queensland and South Atrica in favour of sell-
government and the creation of independent Grand Lodges in those countries comes W
1 tuition or not. There is certainl y a good deal of reason in these objections, for New
Zealand will have to be recognised , and Queensland and South Africa will sure ere long
to assert their independence. It is also urged that re-numbering would put a great many
lodges to great expense in the way of stationery and other things, if done with out a
long notice. Probabl y, therefore , the Eng lish Grand Lodge roll will not be revised tot
some time to come.—Nc.i) Zealand Craftsman.

'[' on much stress cannot be laid on tlu- fart that  in the whirl of unnatural excitement , a'1'1 '
lhe snuggle lor existence ill th is  generation , nn at tention whatever is vouchsafed to the »"'• ,
ordinary rules of health. When lhe muscles become relaxed , the nerves over-sensit ive a
delicatel y strung, and lhe brain wearies at lhe sli ghtest task , these symptoms are l1*1 ^.j.Nature 's warning that the delicate organism of the human frame is out of gear. In most < 'a - 

^a genlle s t imulant  ami mild restorative is all tha t  is required to impart fresh vital i ty "' j
jailed nerves , and it is a well-known fact that a few doses of Holloway 's Pills work wonders .
restore the lost tone ol" the nervous system.


