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THE EASTERN DIVISION OF SOUTH AFRICA.

A regular communication of the District Grand Lodge of
South Africa (E.D.), was held in King William 's Town on the
7th September last , and to jud ge from the report of the pro-
ceedings with which we have been favoured , Freemasonry is in
a very prosperous condition in the District. Indeed , the Hoard
of Genera l Purposes commenced the report it was their duty to
lay before District Grand Lodge by stating " that the course of
Freemasonry throug hout the Eastern Division during the year
has run so smoothly that no occasion has arisen for any special
action or remarks ," while the Dep. Dist. G. Master—who , in the
absence in England of the Dist. G. Master, presided at the
gathering—spoke in the most encouraging terms of the welcome
he bad received from the lod ges he had taken occasion to visit ,
the readiness with which all his inquiries had been met , and the
kindl y spirit prevailing among the members. " In every instance ,"
said Dep. Dist. G. Master AUSTIN , "the greatest cordiality has
been shown to me as represent ing the R.W. the Dist. G. Master ,
arid in each case the VV.M. and Wardens have done all in
their power to assist and exp lain entries in their minute
books which appeared 'to  call for question. Any
suggestions that I have made have been received and adopted
in that spirit which should always characterise Freemasons, and
1 wish here to express my thanks to the representatives of the
above-named lodges for the cordiality and fraternal kindness
exhibited to me as inspecting officer. " But this was very far
from being the only matter on which the Deputy District Grand
Master considered it his duty to tender his sincere congratula-
tions to the brethren. The District Educational Fund has more
than maintained its position. ." The contributions of the past
year show a considerable increase, and I trust that in the near
future this Division will be enabled to establish a School of its
own." Moreover, the number of subscribing members is re-
turned as 134 8, as compared with 1276 the previous year, and of
the 134S there arc 1258 returned as being in " good standing, "
leaving go brethre n in arrcar. The Address voted to the
OuKKN on her " Diamond Jubilee " was also referred to, and
announcement  made that it had been graciousl y received
by her Maj esty, as set forth in the rep ly received from the Right
Hon. J . CHAMBERLAIN , Secretary of State for the Colonies , and
the Dist. (j . Secretary—Bro. R. J. DiCR—was warmly congratu-
lated on his appointm ent to the brevet rank of Past A G.D.C. in
commemoration of the Diamond Jubilee , Mention was also made
of the scheme for a District Benevolent Fund ; which the District
Grand Master recommended to the lodges and brethren as being
worth y of their supp ort as commemorating the ausp icious event
of the year , but we gather from the report of the Board of

Genera! Purposes lhat the response to the recommendation had
not been on as large a scale as had been expected—owing, it
may be, to the man)' other calls of all kinds that had been
made upon the brethren during (his year of Jubilee. Be tin's
as it may, the scheme has been started as a memorial of a un i que
historical event in Eng lish history , and there will probabl y be
little , if any, difficulty in the near future , when there are no
longer any special calls being made upon the purses of the
brethren , in making good the deficiencies in Ihe initial subscri p-
tion list. As regards the Educational Fund , to the prosper ity
of which we have already referred , it appears from the state-
ment of account that during the year close upon £600 was
subscribed by lod ges and brethren to the Genera l Fund , while
£366 was spent on the education of children , the expenses ol
management amounting to less than ^20. The assets in
respect of this and of the Endowment Fund reach /J960, of
which £125 1 is in respect of the General and £709 in respect
of the Endowment Fund. In estimating the merits of the work
we hav e described we must bear in mind that the District Grand
Lodge of South Africa (E.D.) was onl y formed in 18 77 , when
South Africa was split into Eastern and Western , the former
being placed under Bro . .CtlARLES J. EGAN , its present chief ,
and according to our Grand Lodge Calendar , when that broi ler
was appointed to office , the number of lodges on the roll , which
is now 31, was only 14. We need hardly be at (he pains of
adding that the progress indicated by the facts we have just
recorded must be a subject of congratulation , not onl y to Bro.
EGAN and the District he has so ably administered , but also to
the English Craft generally. We trust the progress it has thus
far made may be continued in future years.

GENERAL GRAND CHAP TER OF THE UNI TED
STATES.

The body which presides over Royal Arch Masonry in the
United States, and is known as the General Grand Chapter ,
recently celebrated the centenary of its foundation. The scene
of the gathering was in the City of Baltimore , and tin ; fetes
lasted fro m the r2th to the 15th October. On the lirst day the
proceedings were restricted to an " elegant reception " of the
members of the General Grand Chapter , while on tin: second
day, which appears to have been devoted to work , the General
Grand Chapter met with a " Royal welcome," at which Comp.
WILLIAM II. SHRYO CK , G.II. Priest of Marvland , delivere d a
long and interesting historical address , in the course of which
the fortunes of the General Grand Chapter were traced fro m
the very foundation of the body ti l l  the present time. At the
inaugural meeting in Boston , Mass ., on the 24th October , 1797,
onl y two States were represented and onl y seven compa nions
present , while " their entire constituency would be outnumbered
by many sing le chapters of the present day ." Now , in October ,
1897, the General Grand Chap ter is composed of representatives
from the Grand Chapters of 45 States and Territories , with an
aggregate membershi p of 1 75,000 comp anions. But great trials
and difficulties appear to have beset the path of the Genera l
Grand Chapter. The war between the United Kingdom and
the United States in the earlier years of the prcsenl century
led to the desertion of lodge and chapter for service in
the army and navy, but the "war clouds rolled away , ' and
on the 6th June , 1816 , in the City of New Vork , the General
Grand Chapter became in lact , as ir name , a national



body by the reinforcement of the Grand Chapters of Mary land
and South Carolina." Ten years of fair progress followed , and
then a "bli ght came over the Fraternity more damag ing than even
war 's alarums. The MORGAN excitement , starting from a little
town in Upper Western New York , graduall y spread its mali g-
nant influence all over the land. " But this time there was no
break in the continuity of the record. " Timid ones went out ,
it is true , but the altar fires were kept burning, and EDWARD
LIVINGSTONE , Secretary of State of the United States, was
General Grand High Priest ," while " ANDREW JACKSON , Past
Grand Master of Tennessee, was President." In 1832 , Baltimore ,
was selected for the holding of the triennial . "I t  was a very
small gathering—twent y- four , all told—but ten of these were
Maryland men , who stood shoulder to shoulder with the rest to
stem the tide 01 malice and persecution. That tide was suc-
cessfull y stemmed , and then followed another period of progress
and prosperity . In 1S61, the terrible Civil War broke out
between North and South . " Of course, the General Grand
Chapter went into eclipse, Companions battling for what they
considered the ri ght were upon both sides of the unhappy con-
flict. Nor is it strange that our organisation was well
nigh rent asunder. " The war ceased in 1865, and the
two triennial meetings that followed , " sought to re-estab-
lish unity, but the result was doubtful. " Then came
the meeting held in Baltimore in 1871, when "we
met and cemented again the bonds which had bound
us." Thus , as Comp. SllRYOCK was carefu l to point
out there was an appropriateness in selecting Baltimore as the
scene of the centenary celebration , which would hardly have
attached to any other Masonic centre in the United States.
Comp . SHRYO CK concluded his address by pay ing sundry well-
deserved comp liments to the General Grand Hi gh Priest—Comp.
GEORGE L. MCC.VHAN — whom , as a Mary lander , they felt
especial pleasure in welcoming ; and the address having been
gracefull y acknowled ged by Comp. REUBEN C. LEMMAN , Dep.
G.H.P., the proceedings in General Grand Chapter were com-
menced under the presidency of Comp. G. L. McCAHAN , G.G.
H.P.. after General THOMAS J. SHRY OCK , M.W.G. Master of
Mary land , had been received with the customary honours and
most heartil y welcomed. These proceedings, however , which
included the inevitable address from the G.G.I LP., appear to
have been of local , rather than of general , interest , save in
respect of one act , which Comp. McCAHAN reported he had
done during the past three years, this being none other than
that of sending " a letter of congratulation to her Most Gracious
Majesty Queen VICTORIA by a Special Deputy," and of this he
said " that its reception by the QUEEN had been acknowled ged
by the Prince of WALES , Grand Master of Masons in Eng land."
Comp . McCAHAN , also exhibited "th e original certificates of the

appointments of the representatives of Temp leChapterof Albany,
October n th , 1797 ; St. Andrew 's Chapterof Boston , October23rd ,
1797; and Newburyport Chapter , October 23rd , 1797 , who consti-
tuted the first convention to ' deliberate on the propriety and
expediency of creeling a Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons/
and he said ' To that convention the General Grand Chapter of
Royal Arch Masons of the United States of America in direct
l ine  traces its origin. '" The General Grand Secretary, Comp .
CHRISTOPHER FOX , having submitted his report , which was
full  of statistical matter , there was an adjour nment till (he
evening, when what are described as the " Centennial Exercises "
were held , the chief item in the programme being an Oration
delivered by Comp. J o.SIAll II .  D RU .V I M O N D , Past General Grand
High Priest. On the 14th October a grand ban quet was served ,
and each guest was presented with a Centennial ring, marked
" 1797-18 97," as a souvenir of the meeting. A magn ificent
Past General G.I I. Priest 's j ewel was presented to Comp .
M AC CA H A N  on his retirement from office , while a centennial
medal has been designed for the occasion , havin g on the obverse
portrai ts of "E P H R A I M  KlRBY , first General Grand Hi gh Priest ,
with that  of G EORGE L. McCAHAN , now Immediate Past General
Grand Hi gh Priest , with the legend ' General Grand Chapter of
Royal Arch Masons U.S.A. Centennial ,'" the reverse showing
" the Royal Arch coal-of-arms , will )  the legend ' Boston , October
24, 1797 ;  Hartford , J anuar y  24, 179 8; Baltimore , October 12 ,
1*97. "'

GREAT PRIORY.
A Great Priory of the United Religious and Military Orders of the

Temple and of St. John of Jerusalem wis held on the 10th inst., at Mark
Masons' Hall. Present :
The M.E. and Supreme G.M., the Right Hon. the E irl of Euston , G.C.T., on the
throne; V.E. Prov. Priors : V.E. Knights Captain N. G. Philips, G.C.T., East
Anglia ; Captai n C R N. Beswicke-Royds, G.C.T., Lancashire ; Great Officers :
V.E. Knights Rev. C. E. L. Wright , P.G. Prelate, as G. Prelate ; R. Loveland Love-
land , G.C.T., G. Chancellor; Sir Reginald Hanson , Birt., M.P., P.G.C., as 1st
G. Constable; C. Letch Mason , 2nd G. Constable ; Ral ph Clutton , K.C.T.,
G. Treas.; Frank Richardson , K.C.T., G. Reg. ; C. F. Matier , K.C.T., G. Vice-
Chancellor; Charles Belton , K.C.T., G. Marshal ; E. Knights Rev. C. Chetwynd
Atkinson , G. Almoner ; Clement Godson, M.D., G. Herald ; A. H. Jefferis, 1st
G. Std. Br. ; Percy Wallis , 2nd G. Std. Br. ; H. E. Cousans, P.G.M.B.B., as
G. Master 's B.B. ; R. A. B. Preston , G.S.B. ; F. B. Westlake, 1st G. Aide-de-
Camp ; Major T. W. Richardson , P.G.C.-of G., as G.C. of G.; and H. R. Rose,
G. Org. P.G. Officers : V.E. Knights Richard Clowes, G. Constable; Major
Hu ?h Wm. H. Carey Elwes, G. Herald ; Ralph Gooding, K.C.T., G. Herald ;
E. Kni ghts Frederick Hastings Goldney, G. Herald ; Major-General J. C. Hay,
C.B., G. Vice-Chancellor ; Charles E. Keyser, G. Std. Br. (Beauceant) ; V.E.
Kni ght E. Letchworth , K.C.T., G.S.B. ; E. Knights George Mickley, M.B., and
J. A. Robinson , G. Aides-de-Camps ; and Nathaniel Goodchild , G. Captain of
Guards.

There were also present :
(London) Knights Walter ]. Ebbetts, 1st Constable, and Herbert Wright,
Marshal , of Bard of Avon; Hubert S. Clutto n, Pro Preceptor , W. B. Leth-
bridge, P. Pro Preceptor , and John Dimsdale, of Faith and Fidelity ; H.
Thomson Lyon, E. Preceptor , Phili p Saillard , P. Preceptor, and Thomas Fraser,
of Holy Palestine ; John R. Carter , Marshal , Mount Calvary ; J. C. F. Tower,
P. Preceptor , Oxford and Cambri dge; Sir Joseph C. Dimsdale and J. S. Tarn-
burini , Herald , of St. George's ; John J. Pakes, P. Preceptor , Shadwell Clerke ;
Alfred H. Bevan, E. Preceptor , and Percy Caldecott, of Studholme ; and Edwin
P. Moore, Kemeys Tynte ; (in the Province of East Ang lia) William Bri ggs,
2nd Constable Tancred ; (in the Province of Lancashire) William Tyrer, Prov.
Sub-Prior Jacques de Molay ; Frederick Nassau Molesworth , Prov. Chan-
cellor United ; and William Hayes, E. Preceptor St. James of Jerusalem ; (in
the Province of Staffordshire, Warwickshire, and Leicestershire) George C. Kent ,
P. Preceptor Godefroi de Bouillon; (in the Province of Sussex) J. H. Ewart,
E. Preceptor , and. Capt. Claude de M. Franklyn , R.E., Preceptor Elect, of
Sussex; and R. Percy Clowes, E. Precep tor Da Warrenne.

The kni ghts having formed the Arch of Steel, the Most Eminen t and
Supreme Grand Mas'.er, attended by the Great Officers , entered and
ascended the Throne.

The Great Priory was opened in ample form.
The GREAT R EGISTRAR called the muster roll.
The minutes of the Great Priory of the 14th May last were read and

declared to be correctly recorded.
It was then resolved , on the motion of the GREAT CHANCELLOR, seconded

by the GREAT R EGISTRAR , that the report of the Council be taken as
read , as follows :

REPORT OF COUNCIL.
Most Eminent and Supreme Grand Master,

Your Council have the honour to report that the following has been
received in reply to the loyal and respectfu l address presented to her Most
Gracious Majesty the Queen :

"Whitehall,
"SIR , "3rd July, 1897.

" I have had the honour to lay before the Queen the loyal and dutiful
Address of the Grand Master and Knights of the United Religious and Military
Orders of the Temple and Hospital in England and Wale's on the occasion of
Her Majesty attaining the Sixtieth year of Her Reign , and I have to inform you
that Her Majesty was pleased to receive the same very graciously.

" I have the honour to be,
" Your obedient servant ,

" The Great Vice-Chancellor of the " M ATTHEW WHITE RIDLE\
" Order of the Temple,

" Mark Masons' Hall ,
"Great Queen-street , W.C."

Your Council note with much satisfaction that many of the Grand Com.
manderies in the United States of America allude in feeling and sympathetic
terms to the attainment by her Majesty of the 60th year of her reign. Among
these your Council would desire to quote the following extract from the pro-
ceedings of the Grand Commandery of Montana:

" At the last meeting of the Great Priory, herein noted, the Grand Master
moved, and it was unanimously carried ' with acclamation and great cheering,' to
present her Majesty Queen Victoria, Patron of the United Ordere of the Temple
and Hospital, an address ot congratulations on the happy completion of the fj oth
year of her glorious and benignant reign , accompanied with the fervent hope that
she might long be spared to rule over a loyal and devoted people. In the spirit
and sentiment of that address, as Grand Commander of Montana , we most
heartil y joi n . In our admiration and respect for the noble Queen of England ,
who has done so much to promote peace and union amang all who spsak the
Eng lish tongue, and to exalt domestic virtues , the Templars of Montana vie with
her most loyal subjects at home in their loyal congratulations and good wishes,
The chivalry of the new world unites with that of England and all her colonies in
paying homage to Eng land's noble Queen. A common tongue, common laws ,
taith , literature, and higher common interests make us all one people , and this
is the greatest revelation of the closing years of the nineteenth century."

You have been pleased, by patent dated 29th October, 1897, to appoint the
Very Eminent Knight Lieut.-Colonel Thomas Daly, Provincial Prior for British
Guiana and the Windward Islands.

You have been pleased to grant a warrant for a new preceptory to be held at
Fremantle, in West Australia , to be called the Preceptory of Westralia, and in
accordance with the prayer of the petitioners to attach the same to the Provincial
Priory of South Australia.

You have been p leased to grant a warrant for a new preceptory to be held at
Cape Town , to be called the Preceptory of Mount Zion.

The Provincial Prior of West Yorkshire having reported that the warrant of
Prince Edward Preceptory, now meeting at Hebden Bridge, had been improperly
removed from the possession of the preceptory, you were pleased to authorise the
meetings being held until the warrant had been restored.

The ori ginal warrant of the Royds Preceptory, meeting at Manchester, dated
the 20th Jul y, 18S0, having been lost, you have been pleased, on app lication , to
grant a warrant of confirmation , dated the 8th November.

It having been reported that the Antient York Preceptory of Redemption ,
meeting at Hull , had installed their Preceptor in the chair for the third
consecutive term of office , contrary to Statute 83, your Council , after due con-
sideration , admonished the preceptory and imposed a fine of one guinea.



The Great Officers took their seats as follows : V.E. Knights R. Love-
land Loveland , E. Prior ; Frank Richardson , K.C.T., as Capt.-General •
and Charles Letch Mason , Lieut. -General ; E. Knights Clement Godsdn,
1st Lieut. ; and Arthur H. Jefferis , 2nd l .ieut. ; V.E. Knight Charles
Belton , K.C.T., Mareschal ; E. Knights H. E. Cousans, as Hospitaller ;
Percy Wallis, Admiral ; George C. Kent , as Conservator : R. A. B.
Preston , Baillie ; F. B. Westlake, Turcopolier ; J. A. Robinson, as
Chancellor ; and Hubert S. Clutton , as Treasurer ; Rev. C. Chetwynd
Atkinson , as Prelate ; and Major T. VV. Richardson , as Capt. of Ojtposts.

The following kni ghts were Guards to Banners : E. Knights George
Mickley, Banner B. ; J. C. FitzRoy Tower, Banner L.; Walter J,
Ebbetts, Banner D.; Knights John Dimsdale, Banner R.; and Thomas
Eraser, Banner A.

The following Kni ghts Templar then received the Mediterranean Pass,
and were admitted into the Order of Malta under the banner of the St.
Michael's Preceptory, the Accolade being given by the M.E. and Supreme
Grand Master , the Earl of Euston , G.C.T. : Knights John Henry Ewart,
Sussex Preceptory ; Claude de Montmorency Franklyn , Sussex Preceptory ;
Edwin Philip Moore, Kemeys Tynte Preceptory ; Henry Robert Rose, St.
George Preceptory ; Percy Caldecott, StudhoJme Preceptory ; and Philip
Felix Renaud Saillard , Holy Palestine Preceptory.

Great Priory was Ihen closed in ample form.

The whole of the precep tones in Eng land and Wales have made the returns
enjoined by the statutes , and have paid the necessary fees,

The following preceptories abroad are in arrears :
Years.

Ardvorlich ... ... ... ... 7
A?nalnn ... ... .. ... 7
Diamond of the Desert ... ... ... 4
Celestial ... ... ... ... 3
Cal pe ... ... ... ... 2

The Great Treasurer 's accounts have been audited up to 31st August , 1S97,
and show the following balances, which are in the London and Westminster Bank ,
Limited , Bloomsbury Bran ch :

General Fund ... ... ... .6520 18 3
Benevolent Fund ,,. ... 250 15 10

.677» »4 1
By order of the Council ,

R. LOVELAND LOVELA ND ,
Great Chancellor

C. FITZGERALD MATIER ,
Great Vice.Chancellor.

Sth November, 1897.
On the motion of the GREAT CHANCELLOR , seconded by the GREAT

R EGISTRAR , the report was ordered to be received and entered on the
minutes, and it was afterwards resolved on the motion of the GREAT CHAN -
CELLOR, seconded by the GREAT R EGISTRAR that it be adopted.

THE GRAND MASTER : Before we proceed with any further business
there is a task which I must perform, and that is to ask you, the Great
Priory, to allow a letter of condolence to be sent to our Past Great Prior
Lord Lathom, in the great trouble, sorrow, and aflbction which has fallen
on him. Lord Lathom has always worked hard for this Order , and there is
no one among us who does not love, honour , and respect him for the work he
did for us. It is, therefore, only right that we should send him some small
token of our sincere condolence in his great affliction. Brethre n , few words
are necessary from me to commend to you this proposition with regard to
one who is so well known and so beloved by Masons, and I will only, there-
fore, ask you to allow us to send a letter to our distinguished brother con-
doling with him in this the hour of his great affliction.

Sir Knight Capt. N. G. PHILIPS : I beg to second lhat.
The motion was put and declared carried amid solemn silence.
Sir Knight F. R ICHARDSON , G. Reg. : I beg to move, Most Eminent

and Supreme Grand Master, that the form of the letter and the method of
its conveyance be left in your hands. I am sure that whatever you may do
in the matter will meet with the wishes of the sir knights here present.
(Hear , hear.)

Sir Knight RALPH CLUTTON, G. Treas. : I beg to second that.
The motion was unanimously agreed to.
The G. VICE -CHANCELLOR announced the receipt of a letter from Sir

Knight Step hen Berry, of Portland , Maine, which was read, as follows :
" Portland , Maine,

"D EAR FRATER , "November 20th , 1S97.
"The following sentiment has been prepared for the coming Christmas :

'"To our Most Eminent Grand Master, W. LA R UE THOMAS :
A faithful leader : may his days be long, and may the
blessings of Our Lord and Master follow him all the
days of his life.'

"The Grand Master sends the following response 1
"' To all true Knights of the Temp le : Health and Peace : God

bless us every one.'
" Will you join in these sentiments on Saturday, December 25th , at noon

Eastern Standard time (equivalent to 5 p.m. Greenwich), and will you extend the
invitation to your command , as well as to all true Templars and their friends ,
wheresoever dispersed , on land or sea.

" Courteousl y and fraternall y yours,
" STEPHEN BKRRY ."

Pacific Standard Time, 120° W., 9 a.m. ; Mountai n , 1050 W., 10 a.m. ;
Central , 900 W., 11 a.m. ; Eastern , 75

0 W., 12 m.; Greenwich , o", 5 p.m.
The GRAND MASTER : You have, brethren , heard the letter fro m America.

Our brethren there number , some 120,000 or more members, and I am quite
certain we shall not do amiss if we on Christmas Day wish them and all
Knights Templars throughout the-world God speed. (Hear , hear.)

Alms amounting to £3 os. 6d. were collected.
Great Priory was closed in ample form.

ORDER OF MALTA.
Great Priory of Malta was opened in ample form. The Most Eminen t

and Supreme Grand Master, the Earl of Huston , G.C.T., occupied the
throne.

The Great Chancellor, V.E. Knight C. F. MATIER , K C.T., read the
minutes of the previous meeting, which were confirmed.

The GREAT CHANCELLOR then said that he had received the commands of
the Most Eminent and Supreme Grand Master to announce that he had
made the following appointments :
V.E. Knight R. Loveland Loveland , Q.C.,

G C.T. ... ... Great Prior.
„ The Lord Skelmersdale ... Great Captain General.
„ C. Letch Mason ... ... Great Lieut. General .
,, Clement Godson ... ... Great First Lieutenant.
„ Arthur H. Jefferis ... ... Great Second Lieut.
„ C. E. Lefroy Austen (Rev.) ... Great Prelate.
,, Charles Belton , K.C.T. ... Great M areschal.

E. Kni ght C. Chetwynd Atkinson (Rev.) ... Great Hosp italler.
„ Percy Wallis ... ... Great Admiral.
„ Walter Simpson ... ... Great Conservator.
„ R. A. B. Preston ... ... Great Baillie.
,, F. B. Westlake ... ... Great Turcopolier.

V.E. Knight C. F. Matier , K.C.T. ... Great Chancellor.
,, Ralph Clulton , K.C.T. ... Great Treasure r.

E. Knight Surg.-Lieut.-Col, H. Mackinnon ... Great Banner Bearer.
,, J. B. Brid gman ... ,., Great Sword Bearer .

;; T i K 'SZ,- :.
" ;;:3Great Captain OutPoSts

„ H. R. Rose ,,, ... Great Organist,

CONSECRATION OF THE COLUMBIA CHAPTER,
No. 2397.

The Columbia Lodge, No. 2397, which has during the past few years
rendered excellent service by providing a Masonic home in London for
breth ren from America, has now gone one step further and started a
Royal Arch chapter. The interesting ceremony took place at the Hotel
Cecil , Strand , on the 14th instant, in the presence of a numerous and dis-
tinguished array of companions, who assembled to give a good " send-off "
to the new venture.

The Consecrating Officer , Comp. E. Letchworth , F.S.A., G. Scribe E.,
was assisted by Comps. R. Horton Smith , Q.C., Dep. G. Reg., as H. (in
the unavoidable absence of Comp. Sir J. Monck ton , P.G.S.N.) ; Thomas
Fenn, G.S.N., as J. ; C. E. Keyser, P.G.S.B., as S.N. ; and Frank
Richardson , G.D.C, as D.C.

The founders of the new chapter are Comps. J. R. Brough, A. W.
Chapman, R. Newton Crane, E. Jessurun, L. O. Johnson , Imre Kiralfy,
W. J. Spratling, R. Clay Sudlow, J. L. Taylor, W. Hastings Toone, F. C.
Van Duzer, and H. S. VVellcome.

Chapte r was opened , and a hymn sung, after which
The CONSECRATING PRINCIPA L, addressing the compan ions, said they

had met for the purpose of dedicating a new Royal Arch chapter to be
attached to a lodge consecrated some few years ago. He felt sure he was
expressing the feelings of all present when he gave voice to the hope that the
new chapter might have before it a career of the greatest success and
prosperity.

The charter was read by the D.C.
An excellei.t oration, dealing with the historical aspect of Rcyal Arch

Masonry, was delivered by Comp. T. FENN, acting J.
The new chapter was then dedicated and constituted , the musical por-

tions of the ceremonial being splendidly rendered by Comps. H. Schartau,
John Bartlett , and F. Bevan.

Comps. R. Clay Sudlow and H. S. Wellcome were inducted into the
respective chairs of Z. and H., and Comp. Van Duzer was installed as J.
by Comp. Fenn , G.S.N.

The following officers were elected and invested , the collars and jewels
being the gift of Comp. Van Duzer : Comps. J. L. Taylor, S.N. ; W. J.
Spratling, S.E. ; A. W. Chapman , Treas. ; R. Newton Crane, P.S. ;
Imre Kiralfy, 1st A.S. ; and J. R. Brough, 2nd A.S.

The M.E.Z. then said it was his exceedingly pleasant duty to propose a
very hearty vote of thanks to the Consecrating Officers for their excellent
work , and to invite them to accept the honorary membership of the chapter.
The consecration was one of the most beautiful of their ceremonies and it
had been performed in a very impressive manner. He especially alluded to
the instructive and interesting oration given by Comp. Fenn.

The GRAND SC R I B E  E. in acknowledging the compliment, tendered
the warmest thanks of the Consecrating Officers.

Eig ht brethren were proposed for exaltation and one companion as a
j oining member. Letters of regret for non-attendance were read from
several Grand Off icers , and the chapter was closed.

A recherche banquet was well-served , and was followed by a hearty
recognition of the usual loyal and Masonic toasts.

" The Queen and Royal Arch Masonry," " The President of the United
States," and " H.R.H. the Prince of Wales , Grand Z.," were briefly given
by the M.E.Z. and warmly received.

Comp. H. S. W ELLCOME, H., proposed "The Grand Officers, " and
said that a finer exhibition of work than they had seen in the impressive
performance of the consecration ceremony could not be witnessed anywhere.
Their esteemed friend , the M.E.Z., was also a Grand Officer and the
members felt great pride in placing him in the chair as the First Princioal.

Comp. Col. J. A. B INDLEY, G. Supt . Staffordshire, replied.
uomp. i< . i_ . V A N  1JU/-ER , J., said he had a very pleasing duty to per-

form in the chapter in asking the companions to express a vote of thanks
to the Consecrating Officers . He had an equally pleasant duty in asking
them all to drink the next toast—"The Consecrating Officers. " The
founders were all deeply grateful to them , and the toast had , therefore, only
to be mentioned to be warmly and heartily received.

Comp. E. LETCHWORTH , G. Scribe E., on behalf of the Consecrating
Officers , expressed their warmest thanks for the cordial reception given the
toast proposed by the J. in such very kind terms. It had given them all
the greatest possible pleasure to be present and assist as they had done in
bringing into existence that new chapter. It was now his privilege to pro -
pose the next toast, but he was not going to inflict a long speech upon them
as that was unnecessary. He asked them to j oin in drinking the health of
the companion whom he had the pleasure of placing in the chair of M.E.Z.
that evening. Comp. Sudlow was a most accomp lished Mason , and a
staunch friend , whom it was a great delight to be associated with. He



wished the M.E.Z. a most agreeable and prosperous year of office , and ven-
tured to predict lhat under Comp. Sudlow's able and genial rule that new
chapter could not fail to have before it a most successful year. He most
heartil y congratulated the founders on being presided over by such an
accomplished and kindly M.K Z.

Comp. R. CLAY SUDLOW . M.E.Z , in reply, said it was often the un-
expected lhat happeni d. He had made up his mind that he would never
occupy the position of chief of a lodge or chapter again , but the founders of
the Columbia Chapter decided otherwise. They arrived at their decision
without his knowledge , and he might add , without his consent. When he
signed the petition he found that his name was entered as the first M.E.Z.
On entering a protest he was informed that the matter was definitel y
s tiled and that he had nothing whatever to do with it. He had to thank
the founders for the honour done him in placing him in that position and he
look this opportunity of doing so. He was also extremel y gratefu l to Comp.
Letchwcrh for the more than kind expressions used in placing the toast
before them. For all those kindnesses he could not do more than pledge
himself to do all he posM1 ly could to carry out the wishes of every founder in
making the Columbia Chapter a pronounced success.

• Comp. F. J. R USHTON , P.Z. 38.', acknowledged the toast of " The
Visitors ," which was cordiall y given by the M.E.Z., and expressed their
pleasure at being pre.'ent on that interesting occasion.

The M.E Z., in proposing " The Officers , said that when he learnt the
names of those who would support him , he at once dismissed all nervousness
and fea r as to the success of the chapter. He did not propose to go
through their qualifications , but it would be quite impossible for any M.E.Z.
to have a more enthusiast 'c body of Masons to help him durin g perhaps the
most d fficult of all >ea rs—the first jear. Every officer was a tried
Mason and one whose firt t wish was to hel p forward the true interests of the
chapter.

Comps. J. L. TAYLOR , S.N., and R. N EWTON CRANE , P.S., responded
The Tyler 's toast then closed the proceedings.
The toasts were interspersed with excellent musical selections by Comp

T. Bartlett and Bros. John Josey and A. Slrugnell.

THE CHRISTMAS OBSERVANCE.

The "Committee on Christmas Observance," appointed by the Grand
Encampment of Knights Templar of the United States of America, has
issued the folbwing sentiment for the ensuing season :

" To our M.E. Grand Master , I I '. U Rue Thomas : A faithful
Leader : may his days be long, and may the blessings of our
Lord and Master follow him all the days of his life."

Bro. Stephen Berry, a dear friend of mine (Grand Secretary of the
varicus Grand Bodies of Maine), still has the arrangements of this annual
toast, and I am very pleased to state that our own Grand M aster, the Earl
of Euston , G.C.T., has most warmly accepted an official invite to respond ,
and , what is more, has asked the knights assembled at the Great Priory to
do so likewise. M y instructions are to seek the co-operation of all the
knights in Great Britain and Ireland. I feel assured that the members of
ihe Sovereign Great Priory of C inada will gl idl y "full into line ." as before ,
with Victoria , so that some 120,000 knig hts (all speaking the Eng lish lan-
guage) of various Nationalities will thus unite , and practicall y exemplif y—¦• Peace on earth and goodwill to mankind."

The Grand Master of U.S.A. responds :
" To all true Knights of the Temple ; Health and Peace

God bless us every one."
The time of the Observance, on December 25th , is fixed for noon ,

Eastern Standard , which is equivalent to 5 p.m., Greenwich lime, when we
hope many thousands "of true Templars and I heir f riends, wheresoever
dispersed on land or sea," will partici pate in this fraternal toast.

WM. JAS. H U G H A N
(Representative for Great Britain and Ireland).

Graft flDaeoni .̂
IWoira Lodge, No. 92.

The 142nd annive rsary festival of this distinguished lodge was celebrated at the
Albion Tavern , Aldersgate-street , E.C, on Tuesday, the 7th inst. Present : Bros, the
Rev. R. I. Woodhouse , W.M. j Wickham Francis Noakes. S.W. ; I. Webb, J.W. :
T. L. Wilkinson , P.M., P.D.G.R., Treas.; R. F. Gould , P.M., P.G.D., Sec. ; Chas.
E. Russell , S.D. ; A. W. Smith , J.D.; Russell Ardagh , I.G. ; M. A. Tweedic,
I.P.M. ; Wickham Noakes, P.M., Stwd.; Harold Carter, P.M. ; Bertram Noakes,
P.M.; G. Greiner , P.M.; Sir Alfred Dent, K.C.M.G., P.M.; G. C. Andre w, P.M.;
J. M. Mitchell , P.M.; and J. P. Murrourjh . Visitors : Bros, the F.arl of Kilmorev,
357 ; Ed. Letchworth , G. Sec. ; Frank Richardson , P.G.D.; G. W. Speth , P.A.G.
D. of C.; Lennox Browne , P.D.G.D. of C.; C. F. Matier , P.G.S.B. ; C. Kupfe r-
schmidt , A.G. Sec. for German Correspondence ; Wal. E. Southwood , 007; I. PeekeRichards, 1584 ; C. Wells, 2323 ; W. G. Poole, P.M. SGo ; Sir N. R. Pringle , Bart.,
late of the Brandon Lodge, Manitoba ; J. C. Partrid ge, P.M. 1974 ; L. Stevens,
2397 ; C. F. Micher, P.M. 1200 ; C Kingzelt , 1691; Sydney T. Klein , W.M. 207G ;
R. C. G ant , P.M. 21; W. H. Bourke . P.M. 1635; G. Ileydev, P.M. 4O ; J. B. s!
Lancaster , P.M. 1287 ; the Rev . J. Henry Smith, 27c) ; 11. W. N oakes, P.M. 10G ;
K. L. Shelton , P.M. 1306 ; T. II. Wellingham , 7S0 ; C. W. Skinner , 2000; E. Stobel ,
197 ; and Henry Times, P.M. 165.

The lodge was opened and the minutes of the last meeting read and confirmed.
Bro. S. Shorter, P.M., was elected a re-joining member. A ballot was then taken for
Messrs. Joh n Norman Noakes, Stuart Bertram Noakes, and Frederic Akenhead Donni-
son, which proving unanimous in their favour , and the candidates being in aticndinc*
they were initiated by Bro. R. F. Gould , P.M., into the mysteries and privileges of
ancient Frecmis-inry. Bro. Wickham Francis Noakes, S.W., Master elect, was pre-
sente d to the chair by Bro. Wickham Noakes, P.M., and duly installed as W.M. for
the enduing year. Much assistance was rendered by Bros. G. W. Speth , P.A.G.D.C. ;
and Charles Wells, 2323, as additional Deacons in the former ceremony ; and by Bros.
G.W.Speth , C. F. Matier , P.G.S.B., and F. Richardson , P.G.D., asS.W., J .W. and D.C,
respectively, in the latter one. The W.M. appointed and invested his officers as follows :'
Bros. John Webb, S.W.; Charles Edward Russell , J.W. ; Rev. R. I. Woodhouse ,
I.P.M., Chap.; T. L. Wilkinson. P.M., Treas. ; R. F. Gould , P.M., Sec. ; A. W.
Smith, S.D. ; Russell Ardagh , J li .; Sir Norman Robert Pringle. Birt. (who in the
course of the evening had been proposed as a joining member), I.G. pro. /em.; Wick-
ham Noakes, P.M., Stwd. ; and George Couchman , Tyler. Lette rs expressing regret

at inability to attend were read from Bros. Sir Henry Harben , P.M. ; William Bohm ,
P.M.; and Adam Pring le, P.M. ; also from Major-Gen. Sir Charles Warren , G.C.M.G. ;
Vice-Admiral A. H. Markham , Thomas Fenn, P.G.W.; Dr. Ralph Gooding, P.G.D. ;
W. M. Byivater, P. G.S.B. ,- and others, who had been invited as visitors. The sum of
half a guinea was voted to that most deserving charity "Our Brother 's Bed." B_-o.
Wickham Noakes, P.M., signified his willingness to serve as Steward in connection
with the Centenary Festival of the Royal Masonic Institution f ir Boys.

A summary of the accounts was laid on the table by the Treasure r, and the Chanty-
box having been circulated , the lodge was closed.

The banquet that followed gave' every satisfaction, and wis served in the admirable
manner for which the Albion Tavern is proverbi al.

On the removal of the cloth , the W.M. gave in brief , bit happy, terms the usual
loyal and Masonic toasts, which were very cordially received.

Bro. Edward Letchworth, Grand Secretary, having replied for " The Grand
Officers,"

The toast of the evening—"The Memory of Earl Moira , the Pa'.ron of the Lodge "
—was proposed by the Treasurer, Bro. T. L. Wilkinso n, P.M., in a speech of great
power and eloquence, and drunk in solemn silence by the brethr en.

Bro. the Rev. R. I. Woodhouse , I.P.M., then gave " The W.M."
The W.M., on rising to respond , was very heartily greeted , and in well-chosen

words acknowled ged the compliment which had been pii d him.
Bros, the Earl of Kilmorey , S. T. Klein, W.M. 20711; and Robert C. Grant , P.M.

2r , returned thanks for " The Visitors. "
The next toast was "The Past Masters," with which wis coupled the mm; of Bro .

Sir Alfred Dent , whose speech in reply was much app lauded.
Bro. Wickham Noakes, P.M., then proposed " The Health of the Initiates," two of

whom , he said, were his own sons, and the third a young and valued friend , of whose
personal worth he was fully assured. The two former had been admitted into Masonry
in a lodge which numbered their father and uncle amonj its Past Masters, and possessed
as its Master for the year their eldest brother. With much eloquenc e and in a tone of
deep feeling, the speaker dilated on the characteristics of Free.-ntsj nry, and his address
was listened to with the greatest attention by all present.

All three initiates ably responded.
The W.M. next gave in succession "The Officers of the Lodge " and "The

Treasurer and Secretary. "
The Tyler 's toast brought the proceedings to a close.
An excellent musical entertainment was provided under the able direction of Mr. J.

W. Ivimey, in which the following well-known artistes took part : Miss Miggie Purvis,
Miss Hutton , Mr. Samuel Masters, Mr. James A. Hamilton (solo lUte), and Mr. Jos.
Ivimey (solo.violin). Mr. John W. Ivimey presided at the pianoforte with his customiry
ability.

Piccadilly Lodge, No. 2550.
A large number of brethren attended the installation meeting of this prosperous

lodge, held at the Cafe Monico, Piccadilly-circus , on Thursday, the 2nd inst., and were
well rewarded for their visit by an excellent display of Masonic working. Bro. J.
Russell , W.M., installed as his successor Bro. A. J. Bignold , who was initiated in the
Eccleston Lodge, No. 1624, of which he is a Past Master. He is also P.Z. of the
Eccleston Chapter , No. 1(124, P.M. of the Panmure Mark Lodge, No. 139, and W.C.N,
of Panmure Royal Ark Mariners. At the meeting under notice the W.M. was
supported by Bros. A. J. Bignold , P.M., S.W. ; W. F. Bates, I.P.M.;. F. Arnold ,
P.M.; W. U Uark , P.M., |.W.; U. Arnold , 1 reas. ; J. u. iipton , A. n. joraan ,
T. H. Parry, J. Leigh, W. G. Weller, R. Bearcroft, C. P. Wyatt , W. J. Gore. C. J.
Charlton , C. J. Anderson , and others. Visitors : Bros. W. Vincent, P.G.S.B. ; j. H.
Anderson , 2292 ; W. A. Chalmers, 2206 ; C. W. Samuel , W.M. 170S ; C. II ,
Danevills , P.M. 1671 j J. Wade, W.M. S63; W. J. Norman , 1C24; F. Duke , S.W.
1S42 ; G. Glover, I.P.M. 2427 ; J. A. Barham , 1C01 ; A. Mutter , HJS7 ; C. Wat-
son, W.M. 1702 ; W. H. Herbert , P.M. 173 ; H. B. Riddle. P.M. 173 : A. Walton ,
P.M. 1237; J. C. Carpenter , I.P.M. 17 1O ; F. Larner , P.P.G.S. Wks. ; J. W.
Beckerton , 2137; F. J. Deaton , P.M. 25; A. Hughes, 704 ; G. Makepiece , S.W.
1P91 ; E. J. Kix , 1S91 ; T. Whitford , W.M. 1321 ; H. G. Powell , P.S.G.D. Berks;
W. W. Lee, P.P.G.D. Middx. ; ai.d others.

Lodge was opened , the minutes confirmed , and routine business transacted. Bro.
A. J. Bi gnold was then presented as VV.M. elect, and dul y installed into the chair, after
which the following officers were invested : Bros. W. C. Clark , P.M., S.W. ; J. B.
Tipton, J .W. ; C. Arnold , Treas.; 1. Russell , I.P.M., Sec. ; A. A. Jordan , S.D. ;
T. H. Parry, J.D. ; J. Leigh , I.G. ; W. G. Weller, Org. ; R. Bearcroft , and J.
Strange, C. J." Charlton , and C. P. Wyatt, Stewards. The usual addresses were then
effectivel y rendered by the Installing Master. A Committee was formed, in conjunc-
tion with the Eccleston Lodge , to place a stone on the grave of the late Bro. Beckham ,
Sec. of both lodges, and £6 5*. was subscribed by the members for this object.

The lodge was closed, and an enjoyable banquet was followed by the customiry
toasts.

Bro. W. Vincent, P.G.S.B., replying for "The Grand Officers," expressed his
delight to be present at that lodge. It was his good fortune to initiate the W.M., Bro.
Bignold, into Freemasonry, and he also had the pleasure of placing him in several
chairs in other Degrees. lie was sure he echoed the feelings of every brother when he
said how sorry they were for the grief that had befallen the Pro G.M., who was suffering
from the greatest loss one could possibly have. The Grand Officers endeavoured to
emulate the examp le set by the P10 G.M. and Deputy G.M. There were many degrees
of Grand Officers. Those who, by birth and high station , filled the higher oliices,
others distinguished in law and letters and the dignitaries of the Church ard other
working officers. He was proud to think he had gained his distinction for any work he
might have done. There were a large number of men who devoted their time to
teaching others , and he had endeavoured to follow that work , and it was perhaps on that
account he wore the collar of Grand office. He thanked them cordiall y for the manner
in which the toast had been received.

Bro. W. F. Bates, P.M., briefl y proposed "The W.M.," who he said was highly
esteemed in the Piccadill y Lodge. Under the good auspices under which Bo. Bignold
had been installed, there was a prospect of a happy and successful year. They hoped he
would have plenty of work , which he would perform with great credit to him self and the
loJge.

Bro. A. J. Bignold , P.M., W.M., expressed his obligation to Bro. Bates and the
brethren , and said that anything he could do for the lodge would be cheerfull y dine.
He was proud of being a founder of this lodge and its present W.M. Theirs was a
young and small lodge, but they would grow older and stronger , and k n o w m x e as
they proceeded. The interests of this lodge were his first care in Masonry , lie would
take every care to pass on the warrant as he received it—pure and unsullied. He
thanked them heartil y and hoped to have a successful year, to which end he was sure
every member would help him.

The W.M. then gave "The Installing Master and Past Masters." The I.P.M.
had been one of the best Masters they could possibly have, for in the working, presiding
over them , and in looking after the lodge's affairs, he was par excellence. The cere-
mony of installation could not have been better performed, and was a great credit
to the lodge. He had great pleasure in asking Bro. Russel l, I.P.M., to accept a Past
Master 's jewel in the same spirit in which it was offered. Their thanks were also due
to him for coming forward as Secretary, for few had any idea what a vast amount of
work there was to perform.

Bro. J. Russell , I.P.M., responded , and said that whilst occupying the chair he
applied his best efforts in any work coming before him to secure to that lodge an effici-
ency which he hoped it would always retain. Masonry to him was a pleasu re, and the
occupancy of the chair had been a great pleasure indeed. If he had in any way suc-
ceeded in maintaining its efliciency, he was amply repaid by their thanks. For the
handsome jeweel he had no words in which to express his appreciation of the kindness
which had prompted the brethren. As he had occupied the chair during Jubilee year, it
had occurred to some to commemorate that event by placing a handsome diamond in the
Past Master 's jewel. If it was as a token of the esteem in which he hoped he was held ,
and if he had in any way maintained the dignity of the lodge to their satisfaction , he
could only fay his thanks were feebly expressed when he said he was more than
gratified.

Bros. Larner, Whitfield , Powell, and Wade acknowledged " The Visitors," after
which " The Treasurer and Secretary," and " The Officers " were duly honoured.

Bros. Jas. Leigh directed the musical arrangements, and was assisted by Miss Edith
Yorke , Miss Ida Hedges, and Messrs. Kinkee , Dyson, Tharne , Pearce, and Bagnall.

The tables were decorated with a large number of beautiful chrysanthemums grown
and presented by the W.M.



Stability Lodge, No. 217.
The election meeting of this flourishing centenary lodge was held at Anderton 's

Hotel , Fleet-street , W.C, on Tuesday, the 7H1 inst., when there were present Bros.
J. H. Edwards, W.M. ; Geo. Say, S.W. ; J. R. Ayris , J.W. ; S. P. Fisher, Treas. ;
J. Nixon , P.M., Sec.; W. H. Smith , S.D. ; II . B. Handcock, J.D.; VV. H. Edwards ,
D.C. ; Thos. Bowler , Tyler ; and many others.

Ihe minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed. The electio n of
W.M. for the ensuing year was unanimous in favour of Bro. Geo. Say, S.W.; also that
of Bro. o. P. Fisher, as Treasurer.

At the conclusion of the business of the lodge, the VV.M., Bro. J. IL Edwards ,
Mr. Edwards , and the Misses Gertrude and Edith Edwards, held a reception , at
which the following were present : Bros. G. Say. W.M. elect, Mrs . Say and Mr.
H. Say ; Bro. J. R. Ayris and Mrs. Ayris ; Bro. S. P. Fisher, Mrs. Fisher, and the Misses
h. 1'. and A. L. I'isher ; Bro. Garner, Mrs. Garner , and Miss Garner; Bro. W. Eckersall
and Mrs. Eckersall; Bro. J. Nixon , Mrs. J. Nixon , and the Misses Alice, Nellie,Maggie, and Mary Nixon , and Mr. J. Nixon ; Bro. H. Mai lleet , Miss II. A. .Marfieet.
and Mrs. Maitleet; Bro. VVm. Gorrie , P.M. ; Bro. Wright and Mrs. Wright; Bro.
Handcock , Mrs . Handcock , and Miss Lapham, and Mr. Williams; Bro. Owen , P.M.,
and Mrs. Owen; Bro. Taylor and Mrs. Taylor; Bro. Giraud and Mrs. Giraud; Mr.
Heath and Mr. Roberts ; Bro.. W. H. Edwards and Mrs. Edwards ; Bro. Foster
and Mrs. Foster ; Bro. Palmer and Mrs. Palmer; Bro. Doughty and Miss
Doughty ; Bro. Vague and Miss A. Evans; Bro . James Addington and Mrs.
Addington; Bro. Finch and Mrs. Finch ; Bro. Furnell and Mrs. Furnell ;
Bro. Cutteris, Mrs. Cutteris. and Miss Cutteris ; Bro. Catletnn , Mrs. Carleton ,
and Miss Carleton ; Bro. Manning and Mrs. Manning; Bro. Wratten and
Mrs. Wratten; Bro. G. Kirk and Mrs. Kirk ; Bro. C. H. Stone and Mrs. Stone ;
Bro. Fisher, Bro. Botterill and Mrs. Botterill ; Bro. Baker and Mrs. Baker ; Mr.
Ellis and friend; Bro. VV. H. Smith , Mrs. Smith , and Miss M. Smith ; Bro. Leaman
and Mrs. Leaman ; Bro. Broadberry and Mrs. Broadberry ; Bro. Matthew Hale and
Mrs. Hale ; Bro. Uncle, Bro. Woolmer, P.M. ; and Bro. J. K. Cosham.

At the close of the reception, the large company adjourned to the dining hall an 1
partici pated in an excellent banquet ably presided over by Bro. J . H. Edwards , W.M.,
supported by the Mrs. Edwards and the Misses Edwards on his left , and by Bro. M ir-
fleetand friends, the oldest Past Master in the lodge, on his rig ht.

The banquet ended, the VV.M. rose and said the toasts would be short and few as
the company were anxious to adjourn to the ball room , svhere a Cinderella dance had
been arranged under very able M.Cs., Bro. Giraud and Mr. J. W. Nixon , to the
strains of Bro. Leaman 's Quadrille Band.

Ihe W.M. presented the toast of " Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen " in
right loyal terms, which was duly honoured . "*

Bro. P. H. Garner , P.M., proposed the toast ol "The W.M., H-o . J. H. Edwards ,"
which he said he did with the greatest possible pleasure , as it w is a great honour. The
W.M. bad presided duiing a most exceptional year—the centenary festival and the
summer outing, which occasion exceeded , if possible, the previous meetings . The
thoroughness of the arrangements had been full y carried out, which added to the com-
fort of all present. The breth ren full y appreciated the services rendered to the lod ge by
the W.M., and he would ask them to drink to the health of Bro. and Mrs. Edwards in
bumpers.

The toast was received with acclamation.
In rep ly, Bro. J. H. Edwa rds, W.M., said : Ladies, gentlemen , and brethren ,—It

gives me great pleasure to reply to the toast so ably proposed by Bro. Garner and to
thank you all for so hearty a reception. A similar occasion had occurred twice befo re ;
but the present was the most enjoyable. It was the last occasion in the year he shou Id
hold the position of W.M. in the lodge, and he was leaving it most reluctintly, havin g
had such a happy year; but he was pleased to know he was relinquishing the position to
so worthy a successor as Hro. G. Say, S.W. On behalf of Mrs. Edwards and himself ,
he most heartil y thanked the company,

In proposing the toast of " The Ladies," Bro. Marfieet stated the great pleasure it
gave the breth ren to welcome them to the Stability Lodge and to witness their excellent
work. He hoped that they would have an enjoyable evening, and in their kindness of
heart to overlook any little shortcomings of the brethren if they were detained on same
occasions a little later than usual .

A most cordial response was given to the toast.
Bro. Nixon , P.M., in lehcitous terms, said the ladies were deeply sensible of the

honour conferred upon them, and congratulated the W.M. in presiding over so historical
a lodge during its centenary this, the Jubilee year,and also on the enjoyable summer outing
at which they were present, and likewise the present occasion , which crowned all. They
also congratulated the coming W.M., Bro. G. Say, and hoped that he would in like
manner look after them in the coming year, which was full y antici pited.

The W.M. next presented the toast of "The Visitors," which was always most
cordially extended by the brethren of the Stability Lodge.

Bro. Matthew Hale, P.M., in reply, said it gave him great pleasure to respond for
the first time in Stability Lodge, which was his misfortune , as he hal  been invited a
dozen times by the esteemed W.M. It gave him still greater pleasure as he was now
accompanied by Mrs. Hale, who was witness to the efficiency and cordiality which
existed amongst the brethren of Stability Lodge. He most heartily tnanked the
brethren on behalf of the visitors.

Bro. C. H. Stone, P.M., also cordiall y replied.
During the banquet each lady was presented with a hindso-ne box , silk lined , wi :h

two bottles of choice scent, as a souvenir of the occasion , the card bearing the following
inscription : "Lodge of Stability, 217, 'Cinderella ,' Dece-nbj r 7th , I SJ7, with the com-
pliments of Bro. J. IL Edwards, W.M., and Mrs. Edwaids."

The whole arrangements were most successfully carried out by Bro;. Nixon , P.M. ;
Handcock, J.D.; and Giraud, for which they received the highest praise.

Empress Lodge, No. 2581.
The installation meeting of this lodge was held on Wednesday evening, the Sth

inst., at the Cafe Royal, Regent-street , and the lodge was opened by Bro . Imre Kiralf y,
VV.M. A very large number of brethren attended , among them being Bros. S. J
Templeton, N. Haskine , VV. S. Hooper , C. Goovart, P. Dixon , J. H. Alabaster, C
B. Lumley, VV. H. Bond , Arthur 'l ite, F. A. Nash , W. G. Ardington , IN. F. Bhum -
gara, W. 11. Jtffcant, A. G. Howell , G. R. Blades, W. H. Coppinger, G. C. Breese,
Alfred Holiness, W. G. Merritt , W. K. Allvey, N. F. Stokes, C. L. J. Noad , and
Bertrand Dawson. The visitors included Bros. Sir Reginald Hanson , P.G.VV. ; Alder-
man Vaughan Morgan ,G.Treas.; Sir Joseph C. Dimsdal e, P.G. Treas. ; Sir Walter
Wilkin , P.G.W.; Thomas Fenn , P.G.W. ; Edward Letchworth , G. Sec. ; R. Horton
Smith , O.C, Dep. G. \<eg. ; Richard Eve, P.G. Treas. ; W. Mason Stiles, P.G.
Treas; '" Sir Geoige D. Harris , P.G.D.; Frederick , West , P.G.D.; Dr. Ral ph B.
Gooding, P.G.D. ; G. P. Goldney, P.G.D. ; Sir Wil'iam T. Marriott , O.C, P.G.D. ;
J. D. Langton , P.D.G.D.C. ; C. Belton , P. D.G, O.C; Sir Charles Martin , P.A. G.D C.;
Lennox Browne, P.D.G.D.C ; F. Mead, P.G. Std. Br. ; T. Hastings Miller .
P.G. Std. Br.; C. F. Matier, P.G. Std. Br. ; VV. S. Hoytc , P.G. Org. ,- VV.
Henderson , Dep. Dist. G. Reg. S. Africa ; Joseph Pock , P.G. Stwd. ; the Hon. P.
M. Meha , P.M., Bombay Leg islative Council; Richard Creed, VV.M. i ;  Rev. H. C.
Dimsdale, S59 ; A. R. Meyer , W.M. 900 ; John P. Houghton , P.M. 176S ; R.
Evens, P.M., P.Z. 1940; Walter Clifford, P.M. 24SS; John Foss, S.W. 24SS ;
Natham Robinson , P.M. .55; J. Ilarbert , W.M. 19S7; J. K. Cleave, W.M. 264S ;
Percy Short, VV.M. 2255; Geo. P. Hadley, 24SS; Henry Neville , W.M. 212 7 ; E,
E. Cooper, P.M. S; Edward White , P.M. 177 ; W. Griffin , P.M. 1; W. Dent , 1 ;
Thos. Dimsdale , P.G. Stwd. ; E. Beranger, 20O0 ; W. T. Pigott , W.M. 197; II .
Baker , P.P.A.G.P .; VVillam 11. Bourke, P.M. 1035; E. B. J. Arne, P.M. 161s ;
H. Dangerlield , P.M. 1260 ; VV. J. VV. Beard , P.M , and Treas ic i ;  II.  Massey, P.M
fi iy and 192S; W. Sergeant Lee, P.M. 24SS ; Jas. H. Hawkins , P.M. 509; J. A
Harrison , I.P.M. 24SS ; Orlton Cooper , P.M. 211 ; A. J. Squires, 19S7 ; J . W
Hayes, 164 ; VV. Rap ley, 1̂ 7; P. J. Rowlands, 2o>/> ; A. II. Hooper , 4O ; J
Witney, 144 G ; G. W. Stillwell , 1; F. W. Nelson , 2S4 ; C P. Channing, 19S7 ; W
1. Boswotth , and A. E. Baker, 1.

After the minutes had been read and confirmed , Bros. J. Weiner , 19S7, and W. F.
Allvey, 2374, were elected join ing members. Bro. Thomas Fenn , P.G. W., afterwards
took "the chair for the purpose ot the installation , Bros. Alderman Vaughan Morgan , G
Treas., taking the S.W.'s chair and Sir G. D. Harris , P.G.D., the J . W. 's chair. Bro .
John Holdsworth Dimsdale (son of Bro. Sir Joseph C. Dimsdale , P.G. I'reas.) was then
installed as VV.M. for the ensuing year. Bro. Imre Kiralf y was invested as I.P.M. The

other officers were Bros. R. J. Maitland Coffin , M.D., F.R.C.P., S.W.; E. Nal pe,
J.W. ; J. W. Clark , Treas.; G. D. Coleman , Sec. ; C I. Kiralfy, S.D. ; G. C.
Breese, J.D. ; J. P. Nelson , I.G. ; R. M. Meyer, D.C ; G. R. Blades. A.D.C ;
J. S. Bhumgara, W. II. Coppinger, and G. G. Kirchner, Stewards : James Kift , Org.;,
and Ellis, P.M., Tyler. At the conclusion of the ceremonies the W.M. presented Bro.
Imre Kiral f y, I.P.M., with a handsome Past Master 's jewel. The W.M. undertook the
office of Steward for the lodge at the Centenary Festival of the Boys' School, and Bro.
Sir J. C. Dimsdale, P.M., P.G.T., took the Stewardshi p for the Girls' School, at the
1 10th Festival of which Institution Bro. Sir Reginald Hans-m, M.P., P.G.W., will pie-
side. He trusted that the lodge would support both Stewards liberall y.

The lodge was then closed, and punctuall y to the hour appointed the brethren sat
down to a delightful banquet.

The usual toasts followed , and between the speeches the brethren enjoyed some
excellent singing, under the direction of Bro. James Kift , by Bros. Davies and Arthur
Strugnell.

Bro. J. H. Dimsdale , W.M., in giving the toast of " The Queen and the Craft,"
said he was glad to have to propose the Queen 's health in the record year of her Majesty 's
reign. That reign was wonderful in national improvements , and those improvements
were due to the encouragement held out by her to science and art. When she acceded
to the throne fears were entertained by the mite thinking portion of the community, but
those fears did not exist for long, and the Queen was soon beloved by her people, and
envied by every crowned head of Europe. And now after 60 years she had laid up a
crown of joy and rejoicing which would never fade away, but would continue until time
with her should be no more.

Bro. Sir Reginald Hanson, P.G.W., replying to the toast which includes " The
Grand Officers, Present and Past," said the Pro G.M. was suffering under a most dire
calamity, which had touched the hearts of the people as much as the calimity which had
lately overtaken the Royal Family. He trusted that T.G.A.O.T.U. would send him a
speedy relief from his sufferings, and that the Craft he had done so much to adorn would
soon see him again among them. The rank he (Sir R. Hanson) occupied in Masonry
was a high one, and, on behalf of the Grand Officers , he would point out that as good
masters made good servants, so the Prince of Wales, being a good Grand Master, he
got good Grand Officers ; but even then they could not do much if they did not feel
that they had the entire confidence of the Craft, and he did not think Masonry could
have increased as it had but for that. He was P.M. and a founder of a lodge the
number of which was 1000 less than the number of the Empress Lodge. That showed
that in 20 years the Craft must have had great confidence in those appointed to ru 'e
over them. He would now come to a matter somewhat personal to himself. He thanked
the first Master of that lodge (Sir J. C. Dimsdale) for the exceeding ly kind way in which
he received the letter read out by the Secretary as to the Festival of the Girls ' School ;
he was very much touched by his coming forward on the occasion of his son being
placed in the chair and supporting him in what must be a somewhat heavy undertaking
—the Festival of the Girls' School. The Boys' School Centenary must be abundantl y
supported , but let them not forget the Girls.

Bro. Sir Walter Wilkin , P.u.VV., said it was a matter of extreme pleasure that the
W.M.'s chair was filled that night by one who might be said to be young in years. It
was satisfactory to old servants of the Craft , because the principles which governed
Masonry were handed down by those who were young, and as long as there were in-
stilled into society by principle and practic e brotherly love, relief , and truth , so would
they not only discharge their duty to the Craft and all society receive benefit there-
from.

Bro. Imre Kiralf y, I.P.M., proposing "The W.M ," slid it was scarcely possible
for him to express the feeling he had towards the W.M., because he considered him not
only a good and great Mason as a young man , but a loving son , a faithful friend , and a
most devoted and energetic Mason. The Empress Lodge might congratulate itself , for
they could not find a better Master anywhere ; Bro. Dimsdale worked well in the lodge
of instruction , and the brethren were all proud of him.

Bro. J. H. Dimsdale, W.M., replying to the toast, said Bro. Kiralty had left him a
very difficult task to follow in his footsteps; but if at the end of his year the brethren
said he had done half as well as the I.P.M. he should be satWij d with himielf. He wis
well supported by Bro. Kiralf y and all the members of the Empress Lodge ; all friends
of his ; and last , but by no means the least , he had the support of his father.

Bro. J. H. Dimsdale, W.M., proposed "The Installing Master. " A finerspecim ;i
of a Grand Officer than Bro. Thomis Fenn it would be hard to find ; he was one ot the
pillars of Freemasonry ; no one could have given the ceremony of installatio n more
impressively, and he hoped that other brethre n who might follow him (Bro. Dimidile)
in the chair would have some one to instal them as well. The ceremony had impressed
him intensely, and he should try to follow the advice given him by Bro. Fenn.

Bro. Thos. Fenn, P.G.VV.,acknowledging thetoast , said that when his esteemed friend ,
Sir Joseph Dimsdale, invited him to instal the W.M., he took it as a great honour. Any-
one would consider it a great honour to instal a W.M. of a lodge which bore th:
cherished name of our Empress Queen , and any VV.M. would think it an honour to rule
over such a lodge. It was a great pleasure to instal the son of his old friend. He (Bro,
Fenn) was at the consecration of the lodge,, and it was pleasing to see the progress the
lodge had made in two years. He congratulated the VV.M. and wished the lodge all
prosperity in the future.

Bro. J. H. Dimsdale, W.M., next proposed "The I.P.M., Bro. Imre-Kiralfy,"
whom he had seen under many circumstances, as a true friend , as an ordinary brother
in a lodge, as originator of the most wonderful spectacles the world had ever seen , and
as the Master of the Empress Lodge ; he had excelled them all. In the Mastershio of
the lodge he had been tip top, and he had not forgotten the Chari table side of Free-
masonry, for he had contributed to the Charities most liberally. He expressed the wish
of everyone when he hoped Bro. Kiralfy might long be spired to the brethren.

Bro. Imre Kiralfy, I.P.M., in reply, said that anything that was in his power he
should do for the assistance of the lodge and its members, and he should da it with the
greatest pleasure. The W.M. had referred to his (Bro. Kiralfy 's) abilities with reference
to the exhibition ; well, that work he did with the greatest pleasure ; it was hard work
sometimes, but he did not feel it;  but the greatest pleasure he ha I wis from his associa-
tion with b reemasonry ; that was without limits or bounds , and he hoped that some day
he would be rich enough to do what he should like to do—take up two or thre e Steward-
ships. With reference to his association with the lodge, he had travelled 4000 miles to
be present that evening. I le went to America for a little rest and leisure, then to
Chicago and New York. He could assure the VV.M. that if he asked him to stand by
him as a friend he should do so.

Bro. Sir Joseph C Dimsdale responded to the toist of "The Past Misters." He
felt very proud that night; probably there was one in the room who ielt still prouder.
The meeting carried him back to two years ago, when he had gathered round the
hospitable board of the Empress Lodge many, many old friends in Misonry anl
representative Grand Officers . He would be m ore thin human if he did not recognise
by their presence to-night that they had paid a very great compliment to the Empress
Lodge—a compliment to its W.M—and he was also vain enough to believe that many
of his friends gathered together because his son happened to bs W.M. As they went
through life they found friendshi ps cementing into firm knowled ge of each other and
appreciation of any work they might have and extreme kindness to all failings ; but he
thanked sincerely all the brethren assembled that night to wish God-speed to a very
young, but able Mason. The Empress Lodge was founded for special objects to be a
haven and home for those wbo desired to come within the fold of Masonry, who might be
here from other parts of her Majesty 's dominions , and for them to carry away and spread
those noble princi ples for which they strove with loyalty and love to the G.A.O. r.U „
and as a natural sequence the doing of their duty to their fellow men. The lodge was
progressing, and their appreciation of the objects and work of the lodge wis sho*n by
the Grand Officers , than whom there was seldom a in ore representative gathering in a
private lodge, He could assure them that the mem icrs of the Empress LoJge would
continue to do their duty to maintain the great traditinns of Misonry anl to build up
year by year the traditions of the Empress Lodge. It wis a proud evening for him to
see his own son occupying the chair , as young almost as it was possible to lill th at high
position. lie hoped his son would appreciate the great Mason who installed him—one
of the great pillars of Masonry.

The other toasts followed.

Britannia Lodge, No. 139.
Britannia Lodge, No. 139, is the oldest existing Masonic Institution in Sheffield ,

dating back to 17G5, and stands second in seniority of the So lod ges which compose the
loll of West Yorkshire . It has comprised within its portal s—and do:s yet, some of the



ablest and most distinguished citizens of Sheffield. It has played a prominent part in
all Masonic matters , not only in the town itse'f , but in the West Riding generally ; it has
champ ioned the cause of the Masonic Charities, both London and local ; it has had a
just and well-spread reputation for reverent and conscientious rendering of Masonic
ceremonial ; its hosp itality has been thorough, bountiful , and widely bestowed , and it has
yet found time to give no inconsiderable attention to Masonic arch:eology and to the
s'.udy of the history of the Craft.

A lodge which has demonstrated its raison d' etre by such proofs as these n°ces-
sarily attracts the attention and concentrates the interest of its Masonic neighbours .
Without setting up as a pattern , it has been quite naturall y looked up to as a standard
by which the younger lodges around mi ght measure themselves. After filling so high
and honourable a position for considerably more thin a century, Britannia, through the
weakness of human nature , at the present moment presents in some particulars a
Maso n ic warning, rather than a Maso n ic example. This is not the place to go into
mattersof an unpleasant kind; let it be enough to say that , like all humin institutions ,
Britannia has not escaped adversity. Its membership is still large, its funds ample , and
its individual enthusiasm great as ever ; but , unfortunatel y, unanimity cannot be
secured. If it pleases some few brethren in a ledge to check the wheel of progress,
we all know how easi'y it can be done. For the past eight or nine years, so far from
adding to its numbers , Britannia has decreased. The great bulk of the brethren are eiger to
progress, anxious to remove the deadlock, and naturall y impatient at the impasse. The
Past Masters, with a courage and determination , equalled only by their loyalty and
attachmen t, have done all that mm could ; hitherto without success. The question as to
the advisability of applying for intervention fro m outside has occupied many anxious
minds. The condition of affairs is, of course, well known in official quarters , and the
fact that interposition has not been offered spontaneousl y may possibly have been mis-
construed.

The authorities must be only too eager to take any opportunity of doing
away with such a state of things, and we are not without hope that should an
effort of this kind be made—leaving cut the question as to who should take
the initiative—some satisfactory issue might result. We can only add how deeply we
regret that a lodge with so many claims upon our admiration and respect should fall
ir to such adversity . Let us trust that the day of its awakening is not distant ,
that its neglected responsibilities will soon be taken up, and that , in short , Britannia will
again become the Britannia of yore.

We are told that " Hope springs eternal in the human breast ," and it 1*, actuated
by this feeling, that each year the new Worshipful Master takes his seat in the chair ot
Britannia. Last year it was Dr. John Stokes ; this anniversary it is Bro . Win . Gun-
stone. Both well known , enthusiastic , and popular , can it be wondered if each in his
turn should have fostered the idea or conceived the hope that through his influence or
during his year the lodge would arise, shake i'self , and resume its career of progress
and usefulness ? There is this, at any rate, to be said of Lodge 139, it does not parade
its troubles ; it rather seeks to hide them , and it would have required a very close
observer indeed to notice on the occasion of its annual festival on Thursday, the 9th
inst., that anything was amiss, so thoroughl y and so genially from beginning to end were
the proceedings conducted.

The new Worshipful Master , as we have already said, is Bro . Wm. Gunstone.
Rather more than 12 months ago we chronicled his accession to the White Rose of
York Lodge, No. 249 1, and only last month we noticed how ably he installed Bro. C.
Hahn, his equally worthy successor.

The lodge was opened by Bro. Dr. John Stokes, VV.M., with commendable
punctuality. He was supported by Bros. VV. Gunstone , S.W. ; A. R. Fox , |.VV. ;
John Hunt , P.M., Treas. ; L. H. Osbaldistone , Sec ; VV. G. Skelton , S.D. ; G. Robin-
son , J .D.; C A. Hahn , I.G. ; II. Arnold , Org. ; and T. Leighton , Tyler. Other
brahren were Bros. il. J. Garnett , P.M., P.P.G.S. of VV., D.C ; A. Boultbee , Jos.
Craven , J. Needham , J. VV. Shi pman , G. Turner , S. Hayes, P.M., P.P.G.VV. ; G.
W. Hawkesley, P.M., P.P.G.D.; John Shaw , P.M., P.P.G. Sup ', of Works ; Joseph
Binney, P.M., P.P.G. Reg.; E. Dickinson , P.M.; G. William s, P.M.; and others.
Among the visitors were Bros. Ensor Drury, P.M. xft, P.G.D. ; Y. II. Vernon , P.M.
22G3, P.P.G.D. ; Chas. Stokes, P.M. 123. ) and 255S, P.P.G.D. ; H. G. E. Green ,
P.M. ioig, Prov. G. Sec. ; E. Moore, A. B. Gunstone , VV. Skelton , J. Atkinson , C.
A. Wright, T. W. Hanforth , P.P.G. Org., VV. Foxon , VV. Turner , VV. H. Peasegood,
J. K. Lister , C. F. Brindley, P.M., and C. A. Shaw, all ot 249 1; Josep h Matthew-
man , P.M. 1019, P.P.A.G. Sec; VV. Fearnchoug h , 255S ; J. Barton , 1779 ; H.
Cawood, 2553 ; Rev. G. Ford, VV.M. 255S ; H. VV. Shaw, 402 ; VV. C. box , P.M.
2263 ; A. Whitchurch , 345 ; G. H. Dawes, 2263 ; Rev. J . Clough, Chip. 2330 ; R.
C. Honey, 22G3 ; A. W. Lhadburn , 177V ; F. VV. Johnson , 22G 3; T. Burnell , VV.M.
2yG; C. F. Bennett , 22GS ; VV. C Newton , 22G 3 ; R. A. Wright , 22GS ; E. Howarth ,
2263 ; A. J. Forsdike, 12391 VV. Parken .29G; T. Rowbotham , P.M. 1239 ; Thomas
Firth , W.M. 1239; Ernest Beck, 1239 ; and many others. All the Sheffield lodges
were represented.

As the business of the evening consisted solely of the installation , after the con-
firmation of the minutes, it was at once proceeded with . The retiring Master , Bro.
John Stokes, conducted the ceremony, and , it is needless to say, did it in the excellent
way for which the brethren of Lodge 2491 are distinguished. Bro. W. Gunstone was
presented by Bro. H.J . Garnett , and duly addressed by the Installing Mister. On the
retirement of the brethren there were found to be 23 Installed Misters constituting the
Board . As Bro. Gunstone was already an Installed Master , this portion of the ceremony
was very properly somewhat curtailed. On the re-admission of the brethren the usual
p oclami tior s and salute were made, and the working tools being briefl y given by Bros.
VV. Wil 'iams , P.M. j John Shaw, P.M.; and E. Dickinson , P.M. The VV.M. then , after
carefull y addre-sing each one, invested his officers as follow*: Bros. A. R. Fox , S.W. ;
L. H. Osbaldislore . J.W.; Rtv. J. Clough (in place of Rev. O. Odoml . Chap. ; J,
Hunt , P.M., P.P.G.D., Treas.; VV. G. Skelton , Sec. ; G. Robinson , S.D. ; C. A.
Hahn , W.M. 249 1. J .U.; H. J. Garnett , P.M., D.C. ; A. II.  Boultbee, I.G. ; H.
Arnold, Org. -, and I". Leighton, Tyler. On,the motion of Bro . John Stokes, I.P.M,,
seconded by Bro. S. Hayes, P.M., P.P.G. W. Bro . Joseph Binney was again elected
to represent the lodge on the West Yorkshire Charity Committee. Bro . Binney pro-
ceeded at ( nee lo propose a vote of 10 guineas from the funds of the lod ge to the West
Yorkshire Local Charity. This, seconded by Bro. Hawkesley, was carried. After the
usual questions , apologies were announced from the Prov. G. Maste r, Bro. W. L.
Jackson ; Ihe Deputy Prov. G. Master, Bro. J. C. Malcolm ; Bros. J. Jackman , P.M.,
P.G.D. ; Rev. V. Odom , and Rev. G. Ford , who had unexpectedly been called away.

The lodge was then closed and the brethre n went down to dinner. It has often
been our pnvilege to draw attention to the excellent arrangements which are made on
these occasions at Sheffield. Surrey-street Masonic Hall attai ned a reputation for
catering and cuisine under the regime of Bro. and Mrs. Turner. It bids fair to maintain
that position under the new Hall Steward , Mr. Shelton , for there was no falling off
either in the excellence of the viands or in the careful consideration for the comfort of
the guests.

In proposing "The Queen , the Worship ful Master said that at no time was her
Majesty more popular than at present and that she carried out the princi p les of the
Craft by offering sympathy to the widow , and the orphan , and substantial hel p in case
of want or distress. He trusted she would long continue to fill the throne she had
ennobled and adorned. The National Anthem , of course, succeeded the toast, which
was most heartily received , Bro. G. VV. Hawkesley tr.king the solo.

The VV.M. next gave "The M.W. the Grand Master , H.R.H. the Prince of Wales,
and the Officers of Grand Lodge." In the discharge of his duty as Head of the Craft ,
the Prince of Wales, Bro. Gunstone was of opinion , showed not only great ability, but
an ever cheeiful readiness , which was especiall y pleasing. As to the officers—had they
not cne with them ; He (Bro. Gunstone) had the pleasu re of seeing their Grind
Master place the collar on liro. Ensor Drury 's neck, and he was sure they were equall y
delighted with himself. Bro. Knsor Drury was present that ni ght , and he bade him
hearty welcome. He should coup le his name with the toast.

After Bro. Foxon had sung the solo of " God bless the Prince of Wales," the
biethren joined in the chorus , and

Bro . Ensor Drury was called upon. After  expressing his thanks for the
hearty reception of his name, and his pleasur e—a pleasure not unmingled with pride—
that he should be qualified to rep ly for so important a toast , liro. Ensor Drury pro-
ceeded , humorousl y, to what he called "ventilate a grievance. " He deprecated
coup ling the Grand Officers with that of their M.W.G. Master in this toast. U p to his
appointment he had leen able to drinl. with all loyalty and respect to the health of the
Gtand Master, now, as the toast was given that night , he was precluded from doing so.

Formerly it had been usual to drihk the health of H.R.H. the Prince of Wales sepira-
tely, and he hoped that custom would be revived. It was a great pleasure to be present
at thp annual meeting of Britannia , and to get so warm a greeting from his brethren.
Bro. Eisor Drury finished an interesting speech by local kindly references.

The third toast was that of "The Provincial Grand Master for West Yorkshire,
the Deput y Provincial Grand Master, and the Officers , Present and Past." In pro-
posing this , Bro . Gunstone said that anyone who saw the manner in which Bro. W. L.
Ja;kson conducted the aff lirs of Provincial Grand Lodge at the Saltaire meeting could
not but be struck with the ability he disp layed. His capacity for business was immense.
His officers he believed ably sustained and assisted him. He was gratified to see many
round that table—his gond friends, all good Masons. He should associate with the
toast the name of Bro. Green.

Here the Tyler 's toast was introduced , after which followed a pianoforte duet by
Bros. Hanforh , P.P.CO., and Peasegood.

Bro. Green , in his own name and in that of P.G. Lodge, expressed his thanks. The
office of P.G.M. involved imm:nse responsibilities , and , ably assisted by his Deputy—•
who though himself largely occupied in his professional duties, yet managed to bestow
much time on Masonic functions—Bro. Jackson endeavoured to fulfil those obligations.
Bro . Green then referred to the Masonic events of the year, and , touching on the great
meeting at the Albert Hall and the Jubilee honours , he declared that Bro. Ensor Drury
on that occasion received an honour " not one day before he was entitl ed to it." He
concluded by expressing his gratification at the way in which his (Bro. Green 's) name
was received not that night only, but on many previous occasions.

"The Health of the VV.M. of Britannia Lodge, Bro. Wm. Gunstone," was pro-
posed by the I.P.M., Bro. John Stokes, who said that having had the privilege of
working with him in Freemasonry, and knowing him in outside life, he had come to the
conclusion that Bro. Gunstone was an excellent fellow , both as a man and a Mason. It
was only necessary to see him do bis work in lodge to arrive at the conclusion that, dis-
tinguished as many of the VV.Ms. of Btitannia had undoubtedly been , Bro. Gunstone
would not be the least eminent of that noble band. Besides that , he possessed the true
spirit of fellowship, was honourable and straightforward in conduct and purpose , and,
therefore, a fitter man they could not have selected. He had already obtained Masonic
distinction in another lodge, and he (Bro. Stokes) was of opinion that the modest, yet
effective , way in which their VV.M , had installed his successor in the chair of that
lodge was an education in itself. He proposed health and happ iness to their Worshipful
Master.

The toast was received with great enthusiasm , proving the undoubted and general
popularity of the new VV.M. ot Britannia.

The brethre n having relieved their feelings by means of a vigorous rendering of
" Prosper the Art ,"

The W.M. called upon Bro. Foxon for a song.
Now, Bro. Foxon is a great favourite in Sheffiel d and other musical circles,

and his sing ing is thoroug hly appreciated by his Masonic friends. _ He chose an
air, " Where 'er you walk," from Handel' s not very well known oratorio Semele, and
sang it with his usual care and finish.

Bro. Gunstone, who was greeted vociferously, began by invoking his good angel to
guide him and instruct him as to what he should say in reply to the much too flatter-
ing portrait which had been drawn of him by the proposer , Bro. Joh n Stokes. Perhaps
it would be better , he thoug ht, to leave the subject of self and refer only to the lodge.
Britannia men , Bro. Gunstone showed, had played a not insignificant part in the affai rs
of Sheffield for more than a century back. At the foundatio n of the Infirmiry, for
instance, whose centenary they had this year celebrated , they had given presence and
substantial support , and they were never wanting when any measure for the general
weal was advanced or when Charity was to the fore. Britannia might for a time stand
still , yet it was one of the oldest lodges of which Yorkshire could boast. It possessed,
and with their hel p it should continue to maintain , an authority to which its antiquity
and repute entitled it. It was his mother lodge, and he thanked them from his soul for
placing him in the Worshi p ful Master 's chair. He also thanked Bro. Stokes for the
more than kind words with which he had proposed his health .

To Bro. John Hunt , P.M., was entrusted No. G on the list , that of " The Health ol
the I.P.M. and Installing Master , Bro. John Stokes." Bro. Hunt said the duties of
W.M. of Lodge 139 at present were not of a very active character , but were, perhaps,
better described as those of peaceful repose. The position was, neverth eless, a powerful
and dignified one and Bro. Stokes had dul y exemplified the power and maintained the
dignity for whilst Britannia rules the waves, Bro. Stokes had ruled Britannia. With no
work it was doubtless more difficult to keep a lodge going p leasantly, bat , notwith-
standing, the past year had been peaceful , happy, and as far as thei r means woul d
allow, prosperous. Bro. Stokes had left nothing undone which might tend to reh abili-
tate the lodge or improve its condition and for his conduc ; in the chair , they owed him
their fullest thanks. Like Bro. Gunstone, Bro . Stokes was an initiate of his own , the
last but one, he believed , which Britannia had received , lie had shown his capacity in
the splendid way in which he had carried out the installation ceremony and he hoped
that opportunity would be afforded him some day to still further display the ability
which they all knew him to possess.

An instrumental trio from Reissiger (op. 56), was here introduced—violin , Bro. C.
Stokes; violincello , Bro. M. T. Miner ;  and piano, Bro. T. W. Hanforth , Mus. Bac ,
F.R.CO. Music of this class is not common at Masonic soirees and it is to the credit of
the Sheffield brethren when we say that it was as full y appreciated as it was ably
executed.

Bro. Joh n Stokes had a very cordial reception. He said that on an occasion of this
kind when the year's duties were ended and the reins of office were handed on, one was
naturally led to look back upon one's shortcomings, there were so miny things which he
might have done better , as well as some, perhaps , which he mi ght have done worse. He
hoped they would strike a merciful balance and believe that he had done the best he
could. During the year just past he had , he feared, been like Mr. Miciwbsr "waiting
for something to turn up. It had not turned up, it was true , but , as in the career of
that hero , a time came when prosperous and honoured , he burst forth into splendour , so
it was his hope and belief that at no distant date Britannia like the phuoiix would rise from
its ashes and occupy the p osition from which it had fallen. To bring this about there
was nothing towards which they would not all diligently strive. The position of W.M. even
in a lodge like the Britannia where the duties were the revers e of active, wis still an
important one; it was, in fact , an education by no means to be despised. He wis very
grateful to Bro. Hunt for the kind word s he had used and to his breth ren for the unfail-
ing courtesy and consideration which he had received.

Bro. R. C. Honey introduced a cornet solo—" Beyond earth s shadowland. Bro.
Honey not only possesses a fine instrument , but is thoroughly master of it, and the result
was nil that could be desired.

The J.W., Bro. L. H. Osbaldistone, in proposin g "The Sister Lodges and Visiting
Brethren ," said that that toast was ever popular in Sheffield , and eminentl y so in
Lodge 139 ; that , notwith standing her adversities , Britannia still held her own , and, as
the numerous visitors proved , still retained her friends.

Bro. J. Atkinson gave a song—" My Friends "—after which Bro. F. VV. Johnstone ,
VV.M. 22G3 , rep lied , as also did Bro Burnell , W.M. 29G, both of whom prophesied
returning prosperity in Britannia Lolge at no distant date.

In responding to the toast of " The M asonic Charities "—most ably and sympathe-
tically proposed by Bro. G. VV. Hawkesley, the Charity Steward —

Bro . J oseph Binney thanked the brethren for their continued confilenc ; in him as
their representative. That was the eighth time he had been selected for that honourable
—yet also responsible—post. Bro. Binney explained the system upon which the brethren
of West Yorkshire worked the Cha-ity organisation , and assured them that no votes
which came into the hands of the executive were lost. After touching upon the West
Yorkshire local Charity, Bro. Binney went on to point out the wonderful success which
had attended the efforts of their previous Charity member—Bro. Simeon Hayes—who
each year contrived to obtai n never less thin 100 guineas from Lodge 139 for the Masonic
Charities. II - .: was pleased to siy that that evening he had received promises of 75
guineas—50 guineas London and 25 guineas local—and he was not without hope of still
lurther increasing that sum.

"The Past Misters " was given by the S.W., Bro. A. R. Fox, w'10 especiall y
thanked those worthy and enthusiastic Past Misters who , through evil report and good
report , in adversity as well as in prosperity, hid stood staunch and firm in their support
oi the lodge. The younger brethren ough t, he (Hro. Fox) considered , to be especiall y
grateful to them.

To this, Bro . II. J . Girnctt mide a touc 'iing res .oons ;. He said thi t  next to the
comforts and deli ghts of home he had found greate .t pleasure in Freenasoary. lis
gave instances of various experiences of many years bick, touchsd upon the kindnesses



which he had constantly met with, and assured them that personall y, as well as in the
interest of the lodge, ha had endeavoured to reciprocate those good feelings , and that
when he said that he was only voicing the sentiments of all the Past Masters of
Britannia.

" The Officers of the Lodge " was the last toast. This was given from the chair,
and replied to by Bro. H. Arnold, Org.

The musical efforts of the brethren we have named were continued throughout the
evening, though we have not specially mentioned them , and there is no doubt that they
contributed much to what was acknowledged by all to have been a most delightful and
successful meeting.

United Northern Counties Lodge, No. 212S.
This successful lodge held its installation meeting at the Inns of Court Hotel ,

Holborn , on the 7th inst. As usual on these occasions, there was a large attendance of
brethren. The W.M., Bro. W. B. Hextall , P.P.S.G.W. Derby, was supported by
Bros. R. Davison, I.P.M.; E. C. R. Oxley, S.W. ; W. E. Porter, J.W. ; C. R. Lee ,
P.M., Treas. ; W. H. Bullock, P.M., Sec ; Wyatt Wingrove, M.R.C.S., S.D. ;
W. N. Haydon, J.D.; T. W. Chant , I.G. : T. Moysey and C. J . Weller , Stewards;
J. Kershaw, G. Pringle, P.M. ; C. J. Wood , P.M. ; J. S. Cumberland , P.M.. P.D.
G.S.B. ; and many others. Visitors : Bros. W. J. James, W.M. 221S ; L. R. Oxley,
S.W. 117; E. J. Spencer, J.W. 221S ; J. Scanlon , 25S0; T. Briggs, W.M. 1657 ;
W. R. Hayden, 153S ; E. Marriott. 1319; A. Spicer, P.P.G. Stwd.; A. F. Smith ,
W.M. 1479 ; P- Wallis, P.P.S.G.W. Derby; J. H. Richardson , P.P.A.G. Sec.
Derby ; E. Partridge, Sec. 10S5 ; B. Lemere, P.M. 1744 ; J. Dickson, P.M. 1572 ;
T. W. Ramsay, 1 ng; T. H. Thompson , P.P.G.S.B. Middx. ; VV. Spencer Bowen ,
S.D. 4S3; C. Cope, W.M. 2193; VV. F. Carnley, S.W. 222S ; J. C Burkitt , P.P.
G.S.B.; R. Waide, W.M. 1042 ; H. Carter Pegg, 1909 ; VV. C. Hulbert , 165 ; A.
H. Bateman, 100 ; Sir H. H. Bemrose, M.P., Prov. S.G.VV. ; A. J. Eggleston, 2224 ;
W. H. Berry, 1S17; E. Blinkhorn, P.M. 1471; C. Fox, I.P.M.; W. W. Lee, P.P.
G.D. Middx.; and others.

Lodge was opened , and the minutes confirmed. Bro. E. C. Rice Oxley, was next
presented as W.M. elect, the Installing Master being Bro. W. B. Hextall,
P.P.S.G.W. Derby. Immediately after the obligation, the sacred solo " Be thou faith-
ful unto death," was sung by Bro. Maurice Aubrey, with violincello obligato by Bro .
Hambleton , P.M. A Board of Installed Masters was next opened in a manner similar
to the opening of the Three Degrees, and Bro. Rice Oxley wis duly installed , invested
with the collar of W.M. and presented with the jewel (gift of the Earl of Zetland at the
consecration). The Installed Masters salu ted in p rocession and the board was closed in
a manner similar to the opening. The brethren were re-admitted and saluted the
W.M. The I.P.M. then delivered the address to the VV.M., after which Bros. W. E.
Porter, M.D., and T. H. Wyatt Wingrave, M.R.C.S., were invested as S.W. and J.W.
respectively. The address to the officers was next given by Bro. Cumberland,
P.D.G.S.B., and the following officers were invested -. Bros. R. Divison , P.M., Treas.;
W. H. Bullock, P.M., Sec ; W. Nicholson Haydon , S.D. ; T. W. Chant, J.D. ;
T. Moysey, I.G. ; G. J. Wood, P.P.G.P. Derby, D.C; Dr. J. H. Casson, P.M.,
P.P.G. Org. Derby, Org.; C. J. Weller, H. Riley, and R. Bullock , Stwds; and H.
Evenden, P.M., Tyler. The anthem " Behold hew good," was sung, and the address
to the brethren given by the I.P.M. A Past Master 's jewel wis presented to the
I.P.M., who, in acknowledgment, said he had been loyally supported by the officers
and members, and hoped to retain their confidence for many years. A resolution of
condolence with the Pro G.M. was passed on the proposition of the W.M. The
Secretary gave notice of motion to give 25 guineas to the Boys' School , and a similar
sum to the Royal Masonic Benevolent Institution .

Letters of regret for non-attendance were announced , propositions were received ,
and the lodge was closed.

After an excellent banquet, the usual loyal and Masonic toasts were heartil y
honoured.

" The Health of the W.M." was proposed by Bro. W. E. Porter , M.D., S.W., who
said that although a more eloquent brother could have been selected , yet none could
have greater pleasure in the task. They had seen but little of the W.M. 's working in the
chair; but if what they heard was correct, they migh t look forward that year to a
Masonic treat. With all due deference to former Masters, he thought that their present
W.M. would not be in the shade. The officers would do all they could to support him,
but would be only showing reflected light from the glory of the chair.

Bro. E. C. Rice Oxley, VV.M., expressed his gratitude to the S.W. for the kindly
proposition of the toast, and his doubts as to the grand working imputed to their newly-
installed Master. Certainly he had endeavoured to make himself proficient in the
ritual, and for that purpose had regularly attended lodges of instruction. He should
feel satisfied if he went through his work in as good a manner as the I.P.M., or followed
in his footsteps at a distance. He thanked them for their cordial reception , and asj ured
them he would do his best during his year to carry out the traditions of the lodge, and for
that purpose he knew he could rely upon his officers .

Bro. W. B. Hextall, P.P.S.G.W. Derby, I.P.M., next gave " The Visitors ," and
said that, although theirs was not a strong lodge, that toast was always honoured to the
extreme. It gave place to none in its hospitality, and he ventured to say that no grati-
fication the VV.M. could experience would be equalled by the recollection that he had
rallied round him so many from outside districts to support him in the London district.
The only difficulty was in selecting a few names to respond. Although Bro. Sir II.
Bemrose, M.P., Prov. S.G.W. Derby, was present for the first time, he would not ask
him to reply. There was also present Bro. Percy Wallis, whose name was a household
word in Freemasonry, who was, however, reserved for another toast. He coupled with
the toast the names of Bros. J. H. Richardson , Fox, P.M. 90, and Foulger, 21 G2.

' Bros. Richardson, Fox, and Foulger briefly replied.
Bro. Sir H. Bemrose, M.P., Prov. S.G.W. Derby, proposed "The I.P.M. and

Installing Master," and said he counted it an honour, and esteemed it a great p leasure
to be called upon to do so, on that, his first visit to the lodge. The Derby members
were drawn together that day by bonds which ought to draw Masons Irom one end of
the earth to another to express their great appreciation of the qualities of the Installing
Master. He must say that it was with some feelings of pride that he saw so many Derby
Masons in that lodge and in office. They would discern from that the high estimation in
which the W.M. was held by those who knew him well, and had associated with him for
many years. He had known the I.P.M. in various capacities, and esteemed
him highly in all, and could only regret that Derby did not send
him to Parliament to allow him to tread the sacred precincts of Westminster. London
was the hub of the universe, and was an attractive power to great m-jn , and as he
looked round that evening he saw some who he knew had been so attracted— .men
representative of many parts drawn by the attraction of London and their own talents.
The I.P.M. was still the friend of all who knew him , for he always exemplified those
principles which were the glory of Masons. He was much struck with the manner in
which Bro. Hextill , I.P.M., discharged that part of his duties which he was privileged
to hear, for he felt as he listened that Masonry was not what some people imagined it
to be, but was a thing instinct with princi ples which sank deep in the heart , a living
power among men, possessing those good qualities which should distinguish the man
and the citizen. He included with that toast the names of the Past Masters. The
lodge was distinguished by the excellence of its oncers and members . It drew ni ;mbers
from a large country, and should have tendrils extending throug hout England. Might
he be allowed to wish the W.M. a useful year of office. It was no slight distinction to
draw men of influence together, thus enlarging the sphere of one's sympathies and tend-
ing to benefit, not only their own circle, but the larger benefi: of the nation to which
they were proud to belong. He asked them to drink with all sincerity to the toast , with
that broad sympathy which Masons were always ready to show to those who had served
faithfully.

Bro. W. B. Hextall , P.P.S.G.W. Derby, I.P.M., said |he responded for the Past
Masters with diffidence, as it was the first occasion that he had had that opportunity in
that lodge, and they would make allowances for a neoph yte in difficulties. The Past
Masters had not fallen short in the execution ot their duty, and deserved well of the
members. When he saw such brethre n present as Bros. Bullock , Divison , Lee, and
Wood, he could have no doubt but that the duties of assisting the VV.M. would be ade-
quately fulfilled. He was pleased, as they all wi-re, to see Bro. Cumberland , whose
Masonic enthusiasm was always well meant. They deeply sympathised with Bro.
Cumberland , P.M., in his ill-health , and hoped the Great Architect would be pleased to
spare him for many years. Bro. Bemrose had said more of him (the I.P.M.) than he
deserved. It was true they had worked together in various capacities, and it was a
matter of regret that those experiences could not be repeated , but they had left remini-

scences of good fellowship which could not be effaced from his memory. During the
past year he was pleased to think he had earned their satisfaction. Whit he had done
in the past he would do in the future in the same measure . No Master who had filled
the chair of the lodge had met with more loyalty, unswerving, unflinching loyalty, than
he had. He should , in time to come, cherish with pride and gratified feelings the
recollection of the year when he wis W.M. of No. 212S, and none could surpass him in
his feelings of gratitude, good fellowshi p and esteem which he cherished to this lod ge
and every member.

"The Masonic Chanties " was proposed by Bro. Percy Wallis , P.P.G.VV., and
responded to by Bro. Chant , J.D.

"The Treasurer and Secretary," and "The Officers ," were honoured before the
Tyler 's toast closed the proceedings.

The music performed in the lodge was to a large extent comoosed by B;o. J.
Hornsey Casson, P.M., who was assisted by Bros. Marriott , Aubrey, Geo. Stubbs, and
Vernon Taylor.

fiDarfc flftasonrg.
Industry Lodge, No. 293.

The last meeting for the present year was held on Monday evening, the 6th instant,
at Gateshead , when there was an excellent gathering of Provincial G. Officers and
members generally. The W.M., Bro. Wm. Stafford , P.G.R. of M., presided , and wis
supported by Bros. Wm. Brown , P.M., D.C, P.P.S.G.O. : Robt. Whitfield. P.M.,
P.P.G.R. of M.; T. R. Short, P.M., P.P.G.D. ; John Page, P.M., P.P.G.S.B.;
T. R. Jobson ; John Heppell , P.M. 3G2 , P.G. Sec. ; Geo. Harland , P.M. 362 , P.P.G.
R. of M.; Jas. Sedcole , P.M. 362, P.P.G.M.O. ; 1. Redhead, W.M. 362; Geo.
Blair, W.M. 263, P.G.S.B. ; Alf. Simpson, S.W., P.G. I.G. ; H. Jackson , J.W. ;
Wm. J. Jobson, M.O., P.P.G. Stwd. ; W. C. A. Holzapfe l, S.O. ; T. Douglass, J.O. ;
John Armstrong, R. of M.; R. Harrison, Sec ; C. W. Hodgson , S.D. ; J, B.
McKenzie, J.D. ; R. Ferry, Org. ; VV. E. Peacock, I.G.; and J. Appleyard. Tyler.
Amongst the other numerous members and visitors present were Bros. J. T. Pragnell ,
R- Dobson , C. H. Keay, John Carr, John Lightbown , A. J. Waug h, P. Cash, R. Lave-
nck, W. F. Hall (U . and B.T.I.) ; Cornwell Smith , J.D. 2G3 ; and others. The bal-
lot was taken for Bro. John Lawson, 4s, and he being elected and present was duly
advanced by the VV.M., who also explained the charge, &c. Bro. Alf. Simpson was
elected as W.M. for the ensuing year; and Bro. T. R. Jobson, P.M., was elected as
Treasurer in room of Bro. W. F. Carmon , P.M., resigned.

Other business was transacted , after which the proceedings closed , and the brethren
adjourned to the refreshment room for a supper, &c.

Xofc>oes ant > Cha pter of 3n0tructfon.
PROSPERITY LODGE , No. C5.

A meeting was held on Wednesday, the 15th inst., at the Weavers'Arms, 17, London
Wall, when there were present Bros. John G. Robeson , W.M. ; Brown , S.W. ;
Gernon , J.W. ; D. Harlow, P.M., Preceptor; William Baker, Treas., acting Sec. ;
Saunion , P.M., S.D. ; Stokes, J .D. j Spencer, 'I .G. ; Butcher , W.M. 902; Miller,
Far, Collins, Garton, VV.M. 192 ; J. C Jackson , Newman , High, and Knight.

The lodge was opened in due form and the minutes of the last meeting read and
conhrmed. The ceremony of initiation was rehearsed , Bro. Kni ght acting as candi-
date. The lodge was then opened in the Second and Third Degrees respectivel y, and
the brethren went through Masonic drill. The W.M. closed the lod ge in the Third and
Second Degrees. The W.M rose for the first time and dues were collected. The
W.M. rose for [the second time, and Bro. D. Harlow , P.M. 65, proposed , and Bro.
Garton, VV.M. 192, seconded —" That a hearty vote of thanks be given to the W.M. for
the admirable manner in which he had worked the ceremonies that evening for the first
time, and that the same be reco rded on the minutes. " This was carried unanimously.
It was then proposed by the Preceptor— " That Bro. Brown occupy the chair of W.M.
on the first Wednesday in January, next Wednesday being officers ' night of the mother
lodge, and the 5th Wednesday, in accordance with the by-laws , Preceptor 's night."This being seconded by Bro . Gernon , J. W., was also duly carried. The W.M. rose
for the third time, and, " Hearty good wishes " having been tendered , the lodge wasclosed.

WHITTINGTO N LODGE, No. SG2.
The usual weekly meeting of this lodge was held at the Red Lion, Poppin 's Court,Fleet-street, on Wednesday, the Sth inst., when there were present Bros. VV. H. Latham ,

acting W.M. ; A. Clarkson , S.W. ; A. Collins, J.W. ; A. V. H. Pauncefort. P.M.,
Preceptor ; Henry T. Kobelt , acting, Sec ; J. Scarlett, S.D.; Charles Howard,
J.D. ; and T. H. Pate, I.G.

The lodge was opened in due form , and the minutes of the last meeting were con-
firmed. The ceremony of passing was rehearsed , Bro. Kobelt acting as a candidate.Bro. Kobelt , with the assistance of the brethre n , worked the 1st Section of the Lecture.
A vote of sympathy having been passed in respect to the indisposi tion of Bro. J. C.
Til t, P.M., the val uable and courteous Secretary of the lodge, all Masonic business
being ended, the lodge was closed.

ISLINGTON LODGE, No. 1471.
The usual weekly meeting was held on Tuesday, the 14th instant , at the Cock

Tavern, Highbury, when there were present Bros. J. Birks , W.M. ; S. Cload.
S.W.; A. F. Ilardyment , J.W. ; W. Hancock , P.M., Pre:eptor; J. W. Clarke ,
P.M., P.P.G.P. Mfddx , Asst. Preceptor ; C M. Coxon , P.M., P.P.G.D. Herls,
and J. Duncan, P.M., Sees. ; A. Oliver , P.M., S.D. ; C. T. Rayner, J.D. ;
VV. F. Roberts , I.G. ; C. Mer, A. L. Lington , E. Yexley, V. J. R. Longmin , C
Smith , G. Popham . J. C Dminead, J. T. Hoire, A. E.'Hubsch , C Boa; . R. P.
Upton , P.M. ; and G. Gregory, P.M.

The lodge was opened, and the minutes read and conn\tmeA. It was afterwards
opened in the Second and Third Degrees. The ceremony of initiatio n was rehearsed ,Bro. Isler being the candidate. The VV.M. vacated the chair in favour of Bro. Riyner ,and the ceremony of pissing wis rehearsed, Bro . Hoare being the candidate. Bro
Cload was elected VV.M. for the ensuing week, and appointed the officers in rotation,
I he lodge was then closed.

HUGH OWEN LODGE, No. 2593.
The usual weekly meeting was held at the Frascati Restaurant , Oxford-street , onFriday , the jvd inst . Present : Bros. H. G. Holland , P.M., W.M. ; R. II. Nicholl--.S.W. ; J. VV. Hunt , J.W. ; W. P. Neville , P.M., acting Preceptor ; F. G. SoperSec ; II. Ramsbottom , S.D. ; C G. RiJ gway, J.D. ; A. E. Frith , I.G. ; W. G.Read , J. Barnett , R. P. Webster, II.  Roberts , R. Sandlands , J. Lamb, E. Burgess , I.Cohen, and E. J. VVnite.
The lod ge was opened in due form , and the minutes of the last meeting confirmed.

Bros. Barnett and Lamb acting as ondidatea to be passed to the Second Degree , wereexamined and entrusted. the  lodge being dul y constituted , the ceremony ofpassing was rehearsed. Bros. Read and Sandlands acting as candidates to be raisedto the Third Degree, were examined and entrusted. The lodge being duly constituted ,the ceremony of raising was rehsirsed. Bros. Isaac Cohen , 1SS , and Ernest White ,
7331 were dul y elected joining members. All M isonic business being ended , the lod»ewas closed. *

COMMEMORATION LODGE, No. 2GG3.
This lodge of instruction held its weekly meeting on Monday, the 13 'h instant , atthe Star and Girter , Arbour-square , Commercial-road , E., when there were present ¦

Bros. C. Holland , W.M. ; J. Goulston , S.W.; H. Pollock , |.W. ; Beard, S.D. JMitchell , J .D. ; Montgomery, I.G. ; De Casseres, Preceptor ; j. Smith , Sec.; Burge,Palmer , and others.
The W.M. worked the ceremony of initiation in a very praiseworth y manner , afterwhich Bro. Goulston wotked the first three Sections of the First Lecture.



N O V E L T Y  T H E A T R E ,
GREAT QUEEN ST., HOLBORN.

Open all /he year round.
Miss V. Sr. LAWRENCE AND POWERFUL

COMPANY.
This Theatre is closed for decorations and repairs, and

will re-open at an early date. x

PRICES 3d. ro A GUINEA .
Manager, Mr. W ALTER TY R R E L L .

M I D L A N D  R A I L W A Y .

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY ARRANGEMENTS

CHRISTMAS EVE.
On Christmas Eve the pressure of traffic, will be relieved

by the running of duplicate trains from St. Pancras as
circumstances may require.

CHRISTMAS DAY.
On Christmas Diy the trains will run as appointed for

Sundays, except the Newspaper Express leaving London
(St. Pancras) at 5.15 a.m., which will run to Bedford ,
Leicester, Notting ham , Deiby, Sheffield , and Manchester,
as on Ordinary Weekdays. The S.55 a.m. local train
Sheffield to Leeds, &c, will await the arrival of the News-
paper Express at Sheffield.

MONDAY , DEC. 27th , and NEW YEAR'S DAY,
certain booked trains will be DISCONTINUED , of which
due notice will be g iven by special bills at the stations.

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR EXCURSIONS.

TO PROVINCIAL TOWNS, &c.
On FRIDAY NIGHT , December 24th , to Leicester,

BIRMINGHAM , NOTTINGHAM , Derby. Newark ,
Lincoln , Burton , MANCHESTER . LIVERPOOL ,
Blackburn , Bolton , SHEFFIELD, LEEDS, BRADFORD,
York, Hull , Scarboro ', Newcastle , the Lake Distri ct , &c.
returning December 27th or 2Sth . On SATURDAY ,
December 23th (Fiiday midnight) , a Cheao 3 days' Excur-
sion will be run from London to MANCHESTER ,
STOCKPORT, Warrington , LIVERPOOL, SHEF-
FIELD, LEEDS, and BRADFORD.

TO THE NORTH AND SCOTLAND.
On Friday, December 24th , for 4. 5, or S days, and on

Friday Dec. 31st, for 3, 4, or S days , to NEWCASTLE,
Berwick, Carlisle, App lehy, Dumfiies,  Cis-le Douglas,
Kirkcudbright, EDINBURGH , GLASGOW , Ayr , Kil-
marnock , Stranraer, &c , from St. Pancras at 10.5 p m.,
Kentish Town at 10.10, Victoria (L C. & D.) 8.20, Moor-
gate-street 9.12, Aldersgate-street 9.14. and Fa-ringdon-
street 9.16 p.m., and to Stirling, Perth , Dundee , Arbroath ,
Montrose, Aberdeen. &:., leaving ST. PANCRAS at 9 15
p.m., Kentish Town 9.19, Vic'oria (L.C. & D.) S3 ,
Moorgate-street S.47, Aldsrsgate-street S.49, and Farring-
don-street at S.5i p.m.

RETURN T ICKETS at a THIRD CLASS SINGLE
FARE for the DOUBLE J OURNEY will be issued by the
train on December 24th to the places mentioned , available
for return on any day up to January Sth , 1S9S, and by the
train on December 31st availabl e for return on any day up
to January 13th , 1S9S.

TO IRELAND.
There will also be cheap Excurs ion,  to LONDON-

DERRY, viA Morecambe; on Tuesday, December 21st;
to DUBLIN , Ballina , Galway, Sligo, Cork, Killarney,
Limerick , on December 22nd and 23 d ; to BELFAST,
Londonderry, Portrush , &:., on Thursday, December
23rd ; and to Londonderry, viA Liverpool , on Th u rsday,
December 23rd. Sec bills for tim :s of return.

TO SOUTHEN S-ON-SEA.
Cheap Day and Week-end Excursion Tickets will be

issued to Southend-on-Sea , as announced in Special Bills.
OTHER CHEAP TICKETS.

Chea p Week-end Tickets will be issued on Fridays,
December 24th and 31st, and Saturdays, December 2j *h
and January tst , from LONDON (ST. PANCRAS) an l
other MIDLAND STATIONS to the PRINCIPAL
HOLIDAY and HEALTH RESORTS for the CHRIS T-
MAS and NEW YEAR HOLIDAYS. NEW W I N T E R
TOURIST TICKETS are also now issued.

Tickets, programmes, and bills may be had at the MID-
LAND STATIONS and CI TY BOOKING OFFICES ;
and from Thos. Cook and Son, Ludgate Circus, and branch
offices.

EXCURSIONS FRO M THE PROVINCES.
EXCURSION TRAINS will be run from Leicester ,

NOTTINGHAM , B I R M I N G H A M , Derb y, MANCHES-
TER, LIVERPOOL, Sheffield , LEEDS, BRADFORD,
and other princ ipal towns to E D I N B U R G H , GLASGOW,
and ALL PARTS OF SCO TLAND for the Christmas
and New Year Holidays. NUMEROUS OTHER CHEAP
EXCURSIONS have been arra n ged from the chief Mid-
land Stations, particulars of which may be had on applica-
tion.

GEO. II .  T U R N E R ,
Derby, December, 1S97. GE N E R A L  M A N A G E R .

/-*REAT WESTERN RAILWAY.

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY EXCURSIONS.
On December iSth , and during the week preceding

Christmas Day, CH E A P  TH I R D  CLASS R ETURN TICKETS
available on December 21st, 22nd , 23rd , 24th , or 25th, and
for return December 2Gth to December 30th inclusive , will
be issued from PAOIMNGTON , Victoria (L.C. & D. Rly.),
Kensington (Addiso n-road), Hammersmith , &c, to Bath,
BRISTOL, Taunton , Barnstaple, 1LFRACOMBE,
EXETF.R, TOROUAY . PLYMOUTH, Falmouth , Pen-
zance, YEOV1L,~DORCHESTER , WEYMOUTH. &c. ;
and on December 23rd and 24th only, to GUERNSEY and
JERSEY , to return within 14 days. Fare 25s. The tickets
will be available by all trains.

Tickets, pamphlets, and full particulars of Excursions,
and alterations in ordinary train arrangements, can be
obtained at the Company 's Stations and usual Receiving
Offices.

J. L. WILKINSON, General Manager.

H EATH MOUNT , HAMPSTEAD
P R E P A R A T O R Y  SCHOOL FOR THE PUBLIC

SCHOOLS A N D  THE ROYAL NAVY.
(Situated on the summit of the Heath , near the Flagstaff.)

J . S. G R A N V I L L E  OR EN FEU., M.A.
(Sheibj rne School and St. John 's Colk-ge,

Cambrid ge.)
Special prr para t 'un f i r  Candidates for Public School

Scholarship and Nival Cadetships.
School Prospectus and Pcisnnal References of the Head-

master to bo had on app lication to him at Heath Mount.
Private Gymnasium , Clas.es f o r  Dancing, Singing,

Carpentering and Swimming.
The Playground and Fives Court adj >in the School

Buildings.
The Ciickct and Football Field is a short distance from

the house, and is reserved s ilel y for the boys. Mr.
G K K N K K M . persorall y superintends the Games*.

The Sanitary Arrangements of Heath M o u n t  have been
remodelled on the most approved modern princi ples.

Next Term commences on Wednesday, September 22nd.

HASTINGS. — GILDERSLEEVE 'S
PRIVATE HOTEL.

S T A N T O N  H O U S E  R O Y A L .

Every accommodation. 50 Spacious Rooms, Private and
Public Best situation on Sea Front. Most sheltered Icr

Winter. Strictly moderate. Club of Instruction held.

Proprietors , Mr. and Mrs. G I I .D K K S L K K V E .

THE S H I P  A N D  T U R T L E ,
Proprietor, Bro. C. J. PAINTER .

Best and oldest house in London for recherche
Masonic Banquets , Private Parlies, and Dinners.

ASSEMBLY ROOMS FOR CO M PA N I E S , &C.

OUR TURTLE "THE ELIXIR OF LIFE,"
Vide faculty.

Purveyors to H.R.H. Prince of Wales, H.I.M. Emperor
of Russia, Dukes of Saxe Gotha, Connaught, Cambridge,
and most ot Crowned Heads of Europe .

Manager, Bro. E. ASH BY.

M A Y O ' S  C A S T L E  H O T E L ,
EAST MOLESEY, H AM PT ON COURT STATION .

BRO. JOHN MAYO. M ASON I C TE M P LE.
Accommodation in the new wing for Banquets for any

number up to 120. Every convenience for Ladies' Gather-
ings. Spacious landing to river, whence Steam Launches
can start. Five Lodges meet here, and reference may
be made to the respective Masters as to the catering, &c.

TH E  S H I P  H O T E L ,
HALLIFORD-ON -THAMES, SHEPPERTON.

Bro. F. J . TIIAYRE, Proprietor.
(Many years at the Savoy Hotel).

The above old-establi.hed and famous Hostelry is most
pleasantly -i tuated on the banks of the Thames at one of
its most charming reaches.

Tl.erc is a large Ce(fee Room with a grand uninterrupted
view.

Superior rccorrmodatiyn for Masonic gatherings,
Families, Anglers, &C

Fish abound in the immediate vicinity of the Hotel , and
experienced Fisheim -n arc always available, Billiards,
Boating, Punt ing ,  Posting. &c

C O O P E R ' S  A L B A N Y ,
BOURNEMOUTH.

C O M M E R C I A L  \ T E M P E R A N C E  HOUSE.
Sunny and Sheltered Position. Centre of Bournemouth.

Special inilusive terms fu r  Winter Visitors, and during
Christ inns 11 olid ays.

C.T.C. H OUSE .
For Tariff apply to the Manageress.

GEO. J . C O C K E R E L L  & Co.,
COAL MERCHANTS TO THE QUEEN

AND T H E  PRINCE OF WALES.

Cockerell's Best Goals, viz. : Best Wallscnd , 25- .; or
Best Inland , 25s. ; Cockerell' s Silkslone, 24s. ; Deiby
Blig hts, 2.5s. ; Cockerell's Best Kitchen , 22s. ; Nuts , 21s. ;
Kitchen Cobbles (Bright or Hard), 2us. ; Coke, per
chaldron , l i s.

GEO., J. COCKERELL & Co. Established 1S33.
Incoiporated with VV .M. C'oKV & SON , Ltd.,

of 52 , Maik  l.ane , 1S9O;  13, Cornhill , E.C ; Eaton and
Nov  Wharves , I'iinlicu ; 100, Westloournc-grove; Wands-
wo th ; Pcckham ; also at Crystal Palace j Chislchurst ,
W.mbledon; Brig hton; and Croydon; at local prices.

B
R E K ' S  ROYAL HOTE L, J ERSEY

Healthiest situation in St. Helier.
20 degrees cuoler fian the sea front.

BED AND BREAKFAST 5/6 AND 6/-.
FULL BOARD, ROOMS & SERVICE, 8/6 & 9,' per day.

Telegraphic Address—'* BRKRS , JERSEY."

B E F O R E  Y O U  B U Y  Y O U R
MACHINE FOR 1898 ,

INSPECT THE " HOLBORN. "
Guaranteed to be a First Class Machine at a Moderate

Price.
T H E  HOLBORN CYCLE COMPANY,

39, GREAT QU E E N  STREET, H O L U O R N .

(Nearl y opposite the Freemasons' Hall.)

C A N N O N  S T R E E T  HOTEL ,
CANNON STREET, E.C.

RITTER & PUZEY, PROPRIETORS.

SPACIOUS AND COMMODIOUS ROOMS
FOR LARGE OR S M A L L

M A S O N I C  L O D G E S ,
AND

B A N Q U E T S ,
M IUTINGS, AUCTIONS , BALLS, CONCHRTS, ARBITRA-

TIONS, ClNIOERELLAS , ETC
VV. G. FENELEY , MA N A G E R .

A NDERTON'SHOTEL & TAVERN
CTL FLEET STREET, LONDON.

F. H. CLEMOW, Proprietor.

In connection with the Peacock Hotel, and Royal Hotel,
Boston, Lincolnshire.

The central position of Andeiton 's is unequalled for
Masonic Banquets, Public Dinners, Wedding Breakfasts,
Meetings of Creditors, Arbitrations, X*c

The RESTAURANT on Eastern Side of Hotel Entrance
is open to the public 'ro a 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. for Breakfasts,
Luncheons , Teas, a:: 1 \ inners.

The 2s. Hot Luncheon, from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., in Coffee
Room , unequalled.

Registered Address for Telegrams :—
CLEMOW, LONDON.

/̂ REAT NORTHERN RAILWAY.

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR
' HOLI D AYS.

D E C E M B E R  20th , 21st, 22nd , 23rd , and 24th , additional
trains will be run to meet the requirements of traffic The
10 30 p.m. express from King 's Cross rn Friday. 24th
December, will not run beyond Berwick on Christmas Day
morning. Friday, D.'cember 24th , the 5 p.m. express from
Kin g 's Crops will be continued to Melton Constab'e, calling
at all stations east of IMerboro '. A Special express, at
ordinary fares, will leave London (King 's Cross) at 12 20
midnight on Friday, December. 24th , forWelwyn.Stevenage ,
Hitchin , Biggleswade, Sandy, St. Neots, Huntingdon ,
Peterboro', Spalding, Boston , Louth , Grimsby, Grantham ,
Lincoln , Notting ham, Newark. Retford , Doneaster, Wake-
field , Leeds, Laisterdy ke, Bradford , Halifax , Selby, York ,
and other places in the North of England.

CHRISTMAS D AY , the trains will run as on Sundays,
except that the 5.15 a.m. express from King 's Cross (at
ordinary fares ) will be run to Peterboro ', Bourne , Stamford ,
Grantham , Lincoln , Nottingham , Doncaster, Wakefield ,
Leeds, Bradford and Halifax , stopping at the intermediate
stations at which it ordinaril y calls, and will be continued to
York , Newcastle , Edinburgh ,Glasgow, Perth .Aberdeen .&c.

CHEAP EXCURSIONS.
FR I D A Y  N I G H T . DE C E M B E R  24th (for 4, 5, and S days),

and Friday n*ght , December 31st (for 3, 4, and S days),
cheap excursions to Northallerton , Darlington , Richmond ,
Durham , Newcastle, Berwick , Edinburgh , Glasgo w, Perth ,
Dundec ,Oban , Fort William ,Aberdeen , inverness.and other
stations in Scotland , will leave Woolwich (Arsenal & Dock-
yard), Greenwich(S.E.),Victoria (L.C.& D.), Ludgate Hill ,
Moorgate, Aldersgate, Farringdon , King's Cross (G.N.),
&c Passengers by the excursion on December 24th return
on Monday, 27th , Tuesday, 2Sth , or Friday, 31st December,
and those by the excursion on December 31st, return on
Sunday, 2r.d (if train service admits), Monday , 3rd , or
Friday, 7th January, according to period of tickets taken.

TI C K E T S  AT A SI N G L E  FARE FOR THE DO U B L E

J O U R N E Y  will also be issued by above excursions to places
named , available for return by one fixed train on any day
within 16 days, including days of issue and return.

FR I D A Y , D E C E M B E R  24th (lor 4 and 5 days) , cheap fast
excursions will be run from LON D O N  (Woolwich Arsenal
and Dockyard), Greenwich (S.E.), Victorii (L.C & D.),
Ludgate Hill , Moorgate , Aldersgate , Farringdon , ard
King 's Cross (G.N.), to LI N C O L N S H I R E, N O T T I N G H A M -
S H I R E , ST A F F O R D S H I R E , L A N C A S H I R E , YO R K S H I R E ,
N ORTH EASTERN DISTRICT, &C.

For fares and full  particulars see bills , to be obtained at
the Company 's stations and to-.vn offices.

HENRY OAKLEY,
General Manager.

C R O S S L E Y  B R O S . ,
F U R X I S I I I N G  UNDERTAKERS ,

Funeral Carriage Matters and Moniiincntnl Masons.
Valuations for probate.

4o9, GREEN LANES, HARRINGAY , LONDON , N.
(Two minutes from Harringay Park Station).

No extra charge within six miles.



Very genera l regret will be felt at the announce-
ment that , owing to failing health , Bro. the Duke of St.
AJbanshas resigned his office of Prov. G.M. of Nottin g-
hamshire. His grace was appointed in succession to
the late Duke of Newcastle in 1877, having for the
preceding 15 years served as Prov. G. Master of
Lincolnshire. Thus , there are but three brethren who
have held the rank oC Prov . G. Master (or a longer
term of years, namely, Bro. Lord Leigh, who has been
Prov. G. Master of Warwickshire since 1852 ; Bro.
his Grace the Duke of Devonshire , who was app ointed
to office in 1S5S ; and Bro. Earl Amherst , who has
been Prov. G. Master of Kent since 18S0. His Grace
was a founder and first W.M. of the Isaac Newto n
University Lodge, No . 859, Cambiid ge, which was
consecrated in 1S61, and it is recorded in the columns
of the Freemasons ' Magaaine and Mirr or for that year ,
that a short time previous to the consecration—the
Duke personally showed H.R.H. the Prince of Wales
—then pursuing his studies at Trinity College—over
the hall in which the lodge was to meet.

SATURDAY , D ECEMBER I S , 1897.

We regret to find that very little further progress
has been made during the current month in streng then-
ing the Board of Stewards for the Festival which will
be held in February, 1898, in Behalf of the Royal
Masonic Benevolent Institution , only nine names
having been p laced on the list since the 30th ult. We
keep on referring to the paucity of Stewards for this
particular Festival , because, while we are prepared fo r
great things in connection with the Boys' School Cen-
tenary, we are desirous that the Returns for the Old
Peop le should approich as nearl y as possible to the
sum actuall y required to make good the ordinary
annual deficit. If that much is raised there will be no
reason to comp lain ; but present appeirances do not
justif y the hope that the Institution will be fortunate
enough to obtain such an amount , or even two-thirds of
it. We, therefore , urge upon lodges and brethren not
to forget the Annuitants , and the large sum they
require to maintain them in a state of efficiency.

# * #
When we wrote the article which appeared some-

while since in our columns in reference to a letter
addressed by a Father Wyndham to the Tablet on the
subject of the "Christless " and even "anti-Christian "
character of Freemasonry , we never expscted that any
arguments we might employ would inlluence his posi-
tion towards our Society. We shall , therefore , make
no attempt to follow him throug h his second letter,
which appeared in the Weekly Register on the 20th of
last month. Suffice it to say that in this second letter
he repeats the statements contained in his first , but
with this important addition—that Eng lish Masonry
is responsible for the violations of Masonic princip le
which have been sanctioned and approved by " other
sections of the Craft —in France and elsewhere."

» * »
It is perfectl y true , as Father Wyndham says, that

" Eng lish Masonry is the parent stock whence all other
Masonry has been derived. Wherever Masonry was

established abroad , it was effected by a transplantation
from Eng land." This is quite true ; but while wc Eng lish
Masons justly claim for ourselves that we have steid-
fastl y maintained the princi ples, the fundamental prin-
ci ples, of Freemasonry, there are sections of the Craft
in other countries, and particularl y in France, which
have deliberately ignored and set at defiance those
princi ples, and from these we have, by the act of our
Grand Lodge, solemnl y disassociated ourselves. In
doing this , we naturall y tell them that we do not recog-
nise them ,do not accept them as Masons. It is not we, but
themselves , who have deliberately placed them in
direct antagonism to the princi p les of Masonry, and it
strikes us as being the very height of absurdity to hold
us responsible for acts which it was never in our power
to prevent , and which we have most solemnl y con-
demned.

* » *
But, says Father Wyndham , the English lod ges

have representatives accredited to the forei gn lod ges
and the latter return us the compliment by accrediting
representatives to our lodges , and thoug h there may
be some few cases in which there is no such exchange
of accredited representatives , " the ancient and
ac cepted Scottish rite supp lies the connecting link."
But the "ancient and accepted Scottish rite " is itself
outside the pale of recognition by our Grand Lodge
as constituting any part of " pure antient Masonry, "
which by the Articles of Union of 1813 consists of " three
degrees and no more," and those degrees, as explained
in Article 1, Book of Constitutions , are the U.A.P., F.C.,
and M.M. , "including the Supreme Order of the Holy
Royal Arch." But even were it otherwise , as none
but .Master Masons can become members of the
A. and A. Rite , it follows that the (undamenUl
princi ples of both bodies must be the same.

# * *
In favourable contrast with the condemnation of

Freemasonry by Father Wyndham is the praise
bestowed upon our Order in the Gentlewoman of last
week . " We women ," writes our contemporary, " might
have smiled at the purp le and gold of the Masonic
clothing worn by the great officers of the Craft ," at
the service in St. Paul' s Cathedra l on the 2nd instant ,
" and imagined the quaint ritual of lod ge, :ind in
our ignorance have called it stup id mummery ; but did
we realise that that solemn service , offere d in thank-
fulness to the Almi ghty, was the basis of Masonic
life and princi ples, and that no communi ty  of men in
the world gav e so largely—some /"Co.ooo a year—to the
maintenance of their own Cha'itics V " This is
certainl y a kindlier , more charitable , and , therefore ,
more Christian view of Freemasonry than will be
found in—to app ly his own expression—the " Christ-
less, •( •/Christian , and finall y, «••//-Christian ," diatribes
of Father Wyndham.

Wc have received copy of a communication which
Bro. Howard H. Room , P.G. Std. Br. Eng land , Prov.
Grand Secretary Middlesex , has addressed to the Sec-
taries of the lod ges in that Province , in which he
announces that , owing to increased pressure of his
official duties and the unsatisfactory state of his
health , he has found it necessary to resi gn his post of
Prov. Grand Secretary, and that the R.VV. Prov. Grand
Maste r , Bro. Lord George Hamilton , M.P., has been
pleased to appoint Bio. James M. Small , P.M. ,
Treasurer Carnarvon Lodge, No. 70S, as his successor.
We feel sure the news will  be received with sincere
regret throug hout the Province of Middlesex , and ,
indeed , throug hout the Craft generall y. Bro.
Room has laboured faithtull y, and we feel we are
justified in adding, most successfull y, durin g the nine
years he has served as Prov. Grand Secretary to main-
tain and strengthen the interests of Masonry in the
Province of Middlesex. In him there is no doubt that
the Prov. Grand Master and the lodges under his rule
have lost a most painstaking executive officer , and we
must hope that his health will be benefited by his
resignation of an office , the duties and responsibilities
of which are by no means easily fulfilled . We must
hope, too, that his successor , Bro. ] .  M. Small , when
he has had time to settle down to his work , will prove
himself a not unworthy successor of Bro . Room.

* # *
We learn from one of our esteemed America n

exchanges that the p lans for the new Masonic Hall at
Washington are rap idly taking shape, and the enter-
prise seems now an assured success. There were
nearl y 300 enthusiastic brethren present at a meeting
of the general committee , and 44 out of the 49 lodges
and chapters in the Washington jurisdiction were
represented. Althoug h the cap ital of the Association
is placed at 100,000 dollars , it is proposed to spend at
least live times lhat amount on the building , which
will be national in its character. It is in contempla-
tion to hold a fair that shall ecli pse anything of the
kind ever attemp ted in the District of Columbia , the
receipts to be app lied to the new buildin g. The new
structure , which wil l  be located in the business portion
of the city, will cover an area of 15,000 si-uare feet.

* » *
We have much pleasure in announcin g that it is in

contemp lation to organise a part y of brethren , with
their friends (including ladies), with a view to visit
Egypt and the Hol y Land , more especially the Temp le
and Solomon 's Quarries at Jerusalem. Bro. the V'en
Archdeacon Stevens , Past Grand Chap lain , has been
invited to accompany the party in the capacity of
Chaplain , and , in the event of a sufficient number of
brethren arrang ing to take part in the excursion , it is
proposed to make app lication in the proper quarter for
permission to hold a lodge in Solomon 's Quarries.
Such a meeting was held many yeais ago by a body ot
brethren who made the tour of the Hol y Land. It is
proposed that the party shall leave London the 21st
January, 1S0.8, and return by the 17th February, the
earlier , and , on returnin g, the latter , part of the j ourney
being accomp lished over land. The scheme is well
worth y of support , and we trust that a sufficient
number of Masons will be found to take part in it , or ,
rather , to make it possible for the promoters to carry
it out.

BRO. A N D  THE H ON . M RS . RO CIIFOHT M A G U I U E
have left town to spend a few weeks at the Cap Martin
Hotel , South of Fra n ce.

MK , BA J U .IE , M.P., and the Hon. Mrs. Baillie have
arrived in town from Dochfour , and will leave next week
for Rangemore to spend the Christinas llulidays with Bro.
Lord and Lady Burton.

T U B  D U K E  A N D  D U C H E S S  OF > OKK left Windsor
Castle on Wednesday morning upon the conclusion ol
their visit to the Queen , and returned to York House , St.
James's, where they will remain for a few days before
proceeding to Sandringham .

THE 15 SECTIONS will be worked at the Red Lion
Hotel , Leytonstone, E., in connection with the Clarence
and Avondale Lodge of Instruction , No. 24 11, on Tuesday
evening, the 21st instant , at seven o'clock sharp, on which
occas;on Bro. J . Pringle , P.M., Preceptor of the Merchant
Navy Lodge oi Instruction , No. 7S1, will preside.

THE QU E E N *, accompanied by Piincess Henry of Bat-
tenberg, drove shortly after n oon on Wednesday , from the
Victoria Tower, Windsor Castle, to the Lower Ward , and
visited the Albert Chapel , the burial -place of the late Duke
of Albany and Duke of Clarence and Avondale. Wreaths
of white and yellow immortelles were placed during their
stay near the tombs of the deceased Princes.

A D M I R A L  T H E  H ON . SIR E. R. FK E M A N I  I.E , 111 pre-
senting the prizes to the naval students on her Majesty 's
ship Britannia , at Dartmouth , on Wednesday, announced
that the Queen would each year give a gold medal to the
cadet who was most distinguished for gentlemanlike bear-
ing and good inlluence among his mates , and the reci pient
is to have the fact noted in the Navy List during his future
career. Cadet J. Wilfred Scott , of the Astixa , is the fi rst
to receive the reward .

V I C T O R I A  — M O T H E R  OF
MASONS ,"

By Bro. J HORNSEY CASSON,
P.P.G.O. Derbyshire.

GEORGE KE N N I N G . 16 and 16a, Great Queen Street
(opposite Freemasons ' Hall), W.C

A Feature of the Metrop olis.

SPIF.RS \ PONDS

p R I T E R I O N  R E S T A U R A N T ,

P I C C A D I L L Y  C I R C U S ,

LONDON , W.

E A S T  R O O M .

Finest Cuisine, unsurpassed by the most renowned
Parisian Resta u rants, Luncheons, Dinners and Suppers

a la carte and prix fixe. Viennese Band.

G R A N D  H A L L .
Musical Dinner 3s. Gd. per head. Accompanied by the

Imperial Austrian Band.

W E S T  R O O M .
Academy Luncheon 2s. 6J., Diner Parisien 5s., during both

of which the renowned Mandolin Quartette performs.

BUFKET & GRILL ROOM.
Quick service a la carte and moderate prices. Joints in

each room fresh from the Spit every half-hour.

AMERICAN BAR.
Service of special American Dishes, Grills, &c.

Sp lendid Suites of Rooms fo r  Military and otlicr

Dinners .

NOTICE.

In view of the Christmas Holidays com-
inencing on Saturday next, we purposo
publishing the Freemason on Thursday,
the 23rd inst., instead of on Friday, the
24th inst.

f^eeSiaso^
flDasonfc fRotes.



Govvesponbence.
We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions expressed by our correspondents ,

but we wish , in a spirit of fair play to all , to permit—within certain necessary limits—
free discussion.

PROPOSING CANDIDATES.
To the Editor of the "Freemason."

De?r Sir and Brother ,
Perhaps you will permit me the presumption of. differing from your

line of argument , as held forth in the last issue of the Fr eemason , in regard to the
recent appeal to Grand Lodge.

The affix of " R.N."—Royal Navy—to a candidate's name is neither more
nor less than an indication of the " profession or occupation " of the candidate,
and cannot by any stretch of imag ination be held to appl y to his " place of
abode," as provided by the Boolt/of Constitutions.

Besides , along with the ruling of the Deputy Grand Registrar and the Presi-
dent of the Board of General Purposes , that the appea l be dismissed , we have the
stultif y ing qualification and advice to add the name of the candidate's ship as his
" place of abode," in future propositions of the kind.

That the dictum of our legal advisers in this matter was a case of " not guilty
but don 't do it again ," goes without saying, and , as it is not the first time during
the present year that a similar deliverance has been promul gated for the govern-
ment of Eng lish Freemasonry, the policy is one that , in this latter-day rush to
secure candidates, is, in my humble op inion , calculated to prejudiciall y affect all
the law and order laid down for our guidance in the Book of Constitutions. —
Fraternally yours ,

W. F. LAMONBY.
December nth.

Craft flftascmr^
City of Westminster Lodge, No. 1563

PRESENTATION TO BRO. W. C. SMITH , P.M., SECRETA RY.
The installation meeting of this most successful and ever-growing lodge took place

at the Cafe Royal , Regent-street , on the 25th ult., when Sy members and 44 visitors
attended to honour Bro. E. T. Ginder , a very popular member of the lodge, on his
being installed W.M. Amongst the very large gathering were Bros. M. M. Taylor,
W.M. ; E. T. Ginder, S.W., W.M. elect; A. H. Marks, I.P.M.; C M. Brander ,
P.M., Treas. ; W. C Smith, P.M., Sec. ; T. H. Breach , Asst. Sec. ; F. Hill, P.M.;
and H. Fonseca , P.M. Visitors : Bros. E. L. Valeriani , P.M. 16S7, P.G.S.B. ; Baron
D. Barnett , P.M. iGGS ; R. R. Callxk , P.M. 15S5 ; H. B. Pullman , P.M. ; A.
Brown , 25S9; J. Howlett , 15; E. H. Ferraier , 1SS9; W. Bentley, 1963; C. D,
Lindsay, 957 ; F. W. Bird , W.M. 1228 ; W. Fisher, SOo ; J. Hands, iSS ; E. L,
Wagstaff , 1212 ; F. Walker , S.W. 1G27; P. Erback , S20 ; L. Danielsson, 147 ' ;
E. J. Chambers, 54S ; E. A. Anson , 212S; J. P. Curtis, 1363 ; H. R. Williams,
W.M. S20; L. A. Bassctt , 1790 ; I. C Dunningham , 174; J. Kemshall , 704 ; J.
Omer, P.M. 1259 ; F. J. Eadle, P.M. ; C Morrison , 1901 ; J. B. Taylor, P.M. 250 ;
W. A. Powell, i2yS ; E. Stear, 250; F. 1. Deaton, P.M. 25; G. W. Tyrrell, 1000 ;
R. W. Henry, 144; P. Hecles, 619 j J . Kent, Giy ; H. Sharp, 24 11; J. A. Jones,
177 GJ J .J . Gimble, 1790 ; H. J. King, 230S ; R. T. West, i744h and others.

The minutes of the last lodge and emergency meetings having been read , the W.M.,
Bro. M. M. Taylor, initiated Messrs. H. N. Phillli ps, Frank Little, A. L. Huggins, and
G. F. Thompson . Bro. C. M. Brander, P.M., then occupied the chair, and installed
Bro. E. T. Ginder as W.M. The working of Bro. Brander was carried out in excel-
lent manner , for which he deserved the highest praise. The newly-installed W.M.
invested his officers, giving a kind and appropriate word to each officer. The following
brethren .- re the officers for the ensuing year : Bros. H. T. Culliford , S.W. ; E. Ruther.
ford, J.W. ; C. M. Brander, P.M., Treas. ; VV. C Smith, P.M., Sec ; T. H.
Beach, Asst. Sec. ; J. H. Horner, S.D.; J. B. O'Callaghan , J.D. ; J. B. Burton ,
I.G.; F. J. Chaffers, Org. ; A. . W. Bacon, D.C; E. C Wiseman, A.D.C. ; S.
Fonseca, A. T. Winkler, and P. I. Reynolds, Stwds. ; and T. Potter, P.M., Tyler.
The delivery of the customary addresses was most ably rendered by Bro. C. M. Brander ,
P.M. The report of the Audit Committee, showing a very substantial balance in hand,
was received , and four gentlemen were proposed for initiation at the next meeting. The
W.M., in presenting a Past Master 's jewel to Bro. M. M. Taylor, I.P.M., stated that
his next task was a very important and pleasant one, and he hoped the small token would
ever remind him of the high esteem and regard in which he was held by them all , and ac-
cept the jewel asa slight return for his great services to the lodge. It could not be bestowed
on one more worthy to wear it, whose efforts were much appreciated by the members.
In acknowledging the jewel Bro. Taylor said that he had done his very utmost as Master,
and to be congratulated by the W.M. and the members on his working was the greatest
honour he could wish. The jewel he should ever look upon as a great prize, and he
should never forget his happy year of office and the kindness he had received at the
hands of the members. The jewel bore the following inscript ion : "Presented by the
City of Westminste r Lodge, No. 1563, to Bro. Marlboroug h Millbank Taylor, P.M.,
as a token of fraternal regard and in appreciation of the excellent manner in which he
discharged the duties of W.M.—25th N'ovember, iSy7." In pathetic terms Bro. W. C.
Smith , P.M., alluded to the sad and tragic death of the Countess Lathom, and he
moved lhat a letter be sent to the Earl ot Lathom, the M.W. Pro Grand Master ,
expressing to his lordship their deepest and most respectful sympathy in the great
calamity which had befallen him. The proposition was seconded by Bro. A. II. Marks,
P.M., End on being put to the vote, was carried unanimously. The W.M. then rose
ard (aid he had yet another very pleasant duty to perform , which was to present
Bro. W. C. Smith, P.M., with an address and a cheque on behalf of the members as a
small tck tn  cf Ihe feeling they had towards him and for his valuable services as Secre-
tary lo the ledge. The address was as follows : " Presented to Bro. William Charles
Smith , P.M., by the brethren of the City of Westminster Lodge, No. 1563, as a token
of esteem and respect and to mark their appreciation of the able and courteous manner
in which he has fulfilled the office of the Secretary andthc great interest he has taken in
the welfare of the lod ge and Freemasonry in general , and the brethren pray that the
Great Aichitcct of Ihe Universe may prolong his life and give him good health so
that he may remain with them for many years. Bros, M. M. Taylor, W.M.; A. II.
Maiks , I.P.M.; J. 11. Marttll , S.W.; K. T. G:ndcr , |.W.j Hyman Fcnseca , P.M.;
Frederick Hill , P.M.; C. M. Brander , P.M., Treas.; November 25th , 1S97." Bro.
W. C. Smith , P.M., en nsini -;, was enthusiastically received. He said that he was sure
ikty  wtuld  understand with what  feelings he rose to thank them one and all for the very
far .ds tme testimonial. Anyone accepting office should in dut y bound carry out the
duties to Ihe Lest cf his ability. He had had every assistance and courtesy from them
all which he very much appreciated , and his only fear was that his health would not
peirr.i t  him lo go on much longer. The ledge was a large one and it had made remark-
able pregtiss , but ihe woik was heavy and important , ar.d in conclusion he again
thanked them most heaitil y and most sincerely.

Other business followed , after which the lodge was closed, and the brethren ad-
journed to a ¦v rVnTc/ii-'banr -u et , which was admirabl y served under the peisonal super-
intendence of the Manager, liro. Oddunio.

The Worshi p ful Master gave, with commendable brevity, the usual loyal and
Masonic .toasts , which were duly honoured.

In responding for "The Grand Officers , Present and Past," Bro. E. L. Valeriani ,
P.G.S.B., whese name was associated with the toast , stated that he had visited the City
of Westminster Ledge on many occasions, but that was the first time he had attended
as a Grand Officer , and he was honoured to have been asked to acknowledge the toast.
He had many dear friends in the lodge, which had made such great progress and he
had no doubt that itsprospeiity would continue under the presidency of their genial and
energetic Worshipful Master.

Bro. M. M. Taylor, I.P.M., in proposing "The Health of the Worship ful
Master, Bro. E. T. Ginder," said that in Bro. Ginder they had a W.M. who was cap
able of doing everything to add to the prosperity of the lodge and the happiness of the
members, and there was no doubt he would have, as they all wished him, a very happy
and prosperous year of office.

Bro. Fitzgerald stated that the W.M. and the Assistant Secretary (Bro. T. H.
Beach) were (roincr up as Stewards at the forthcoming Centenary Festival of the Bovs'
Institution , and he urged the members to give freely. The list he held_ in his hand
amounted to £'200, and he hoped to be able to announce, before the evening was over,
that it had swelled to £500, which would be paying a great compliment to the W.M.
and Bro. Beach.

Bro. E. T. Ginder, W.M., on rising to respond, received a very hearty welcome.
He stated that he would do his utmost to make the lodge the success it always had been.
He and Bro. Beach would be grateful to the members for any amount they might give
for the boys. He was honoured to be the Master of such an important lodge, in which
he had received every kindness from them all.

The W.M., in proposing "The I.P.M., Bro. M. M. Taylor," paid a tribute to the
excellent work done by Bro. Taylor, whose year of office had been a great success, for
which he was to be congratulated .

Bro. M. M. Taylor, I.P.M., in reply, observed that it was a proud day for him to
be in the grand position as a Past Master of such an important lodge, and he was happy
that he was succeeded by one who would be able to add to the prosperity of the lodge.
He had received nothing but kindness from them all, and_ he took that opportunity of
thanking his officers during the time he occupied the chair for their great assistance,
which he should never forget.

The toast of " The Initiates " was next given by the W.M., who remarked that he
thought they would all be good and true, and looking to the extraordinary great recep-
tion they had had, the members, he felt, must be of the same opinion.

In respense, Bro. H. N. Phillips thanked them for the enthusiastic way the initiates
had been received. On looking round the table, the majority appeared to him to be
married, and he, as a single man, would not keep them late, so he would content him-
self by observing how glad he was to be a Mason, and that he was honoured to have
been elected a member of such a good lodge.

Bros. Frank Little and A. L. Huggins also responded in brief, but appropriate,
terms.

In proposing the toast of "The Visitors," the W.M. stated that the lodge was
always honoured with a large number of guests, and that evening they were graced with
the presence of nearly 50. Many were experienced and distinguished in the Craft, and
he hoped to see them again during his year of office, and he joined with the toast the
names of Bros. F. J. Eadle, P.M. 179 ; F. J. Deaton , P.M. 23; R. R. Callick, P.M.
15S5 ; and Baron Barnett , P.M. 16GS.

Bro. F. J. Eadle, P.M., responded, congratulating the members on the great
working of the lodge, and thoug ht the W.M. would carry out his duties with honour to
himself and the lodge. He had many dear friends members ot the lodge, and perhaps
it would not be long before he visited them again.

Bros. F. J. Deaton, P.M. ; R. R. Callick , P.M. ; and Baron Barnett also acknow-
ledged the toast, bearing testimony to the excellent working, and the hearty manner the
visitors had been received and entertained .

The W.M. gave " The Past Masters, Installing Master, Treasurer, and Secretary,"
remarking that they could not do without the Past Masters, who were a very important
body, and, as to the Treasurer and Secretary, they were both excellent officers , and
their great efforts on behalf of the lodge were much appreciated by the members.

Bro. C. M. Brander, P.M., Installing Master, responded. He said the W.M. was
his initiate, and it was a great delight to him to have shown the W.M. his first light in
Masonry, and to have had the great honour to instal him. If he had worked hard for
the lodge he hoped always to do so. They were in a very flourishing condition, and the
Benevolent Fund had a good balance on the right side.

Bro. W. C. Smith, P.M., Sec, also acknowledged the toast, and said that he was
pleased that his efforts had given satisfaction , and he would do in the future—as he
hoped he had done in the past—his utmost to promote the prosperity of the lodge.

The W.M. gave "The Officers," and at a very late hour the Tyler's toast brought
the happy proceedings to an end.

Miss Minnie Ginder (daughter of the W.M.), Miss Amy Russell, Bros. Dr. Taylor,
Phipps, Albert Rayner, Bridgman , Childs, and Enney, vocally and otherwise, entertained
the brethren.

IRo^al Hucb,
Pythagoras Chapter , No. 88.

The half-yearly convocation of this chapter, attached to the Scientific Lodge, No.
SS, was held on Wednesday, the 15th inst., at the Lion Hotel, Cambridge. Comp. Rev.
L. R. Tuttiett was installed as M.E.Z. by Comp. W. P. Spalding, I.P.Z., and Comps.
J. Gordon Chcnnell and A. E. Chaplin were installed as H. and J. respectively by
Comp. F. Piggott, P.Z. The officers elected last June were subsequently invested.
Bros. W. H. Heal, 8S, and T. Leader. 1200 and 3107, were elected. The latter brother,
however, was unable to be present.

The exaltation of Bro. Heal was proceeded with , and the wark of the P.S. was
ably discharged by Comp. C. H. Banham , in conjunction with Comp. Spalding, P.Z.
The lectures by the Second and Third Principals followed; and Comp. B. Chennell ,
P.Z., gave the signs and the description of the pedestal. The Auditors' report of the
Treasurer 's account was of a satisfactory character. On the motion of Comp. W. I .
Spalding, P.Z., it was resolved to give 10 guineas to the Royal Masonic Institution for
Boys. , .

The companions afterwards adjourned for banquet, and the evening was passed in
true Masonic harmony.

THE LORD LIEUTENANT OF I R E L A N D  and Countess Cadogan will entertain a
family party at the Viceregal Lodge, Dublin , for Christmas. Their Excellencies will
pay one or two visits in Ireland before taking up their residence at Dublin Ca>tle for the
season, which commences on January zy 'h. The Lord Lieutenant will hold his lirsr
Levee on Tuesday, February 1st, and a Drawing Room will be held on the evening 01
the day following.

FIELD LANE
REFUGES AND RACCED SCHO OL S.

Will the Readers of the • 'Freemason " help lo provid e

5,000 CHRISTMAS DINNERS?
800 FOR H OMELESS P OOR .

3,500 FOR POOR PERSO NS AT OWN H OMES .
700 FOR POOR CHILD REN .

5,000
All tbi.s in Ai iiirnox TO Tin ; ( I H N K I I A I , WORK , which is in urgent need of lie I' -

(3,500 Boneftts disponsod every weok).

THE SECRETARY WILL GLADLY SEX I) COLLECTING CARDS.

tJfCaSUVCl '—\V . A. UK VAN , Esq., 51, Lombard Street: , H.C. 
^

Scactail'-PiUlEUlUXi; TLATT , The •Institution , Viuo Street , Clcrkcui\i-

Kuiul, Loudon, E.C.



flDaaonfc anb General ^ibfngs*
THE M ARCHIONESS OF LO N D O N D E R R Y  has left town for Wynyard Park.
THE D UKE AND D UCHESS OF W ESTMINSTER left Grosvenor House on Tuesday

on their return to Eaton Hall, Chester.
BRO . THE DUKE AND DUCHESS OF A BERCOKN and family left Hampden House

on Wednesday for Villa Marguerite , Valescure, St. Rap hael, Var.
THE M ARQUIS AND M ARCHIONE SS OI- SALISBURY arrived in London from East-

bourne shortly alter one o'clock on Monday afternoon , and immediately proceeded to Hat-
field.

TUB WORSHIPFUL Company of Goldsmiths has made a grant of £50 to the funds
of the Ragged School Union and Shaftesbury Society, of 37, Norfolk-street , Strand,
W.C. 

THE MAR QUIS  AND MARCHIONESS OF LANSDOWNE arrived at Lansdowne
House on Monday evening from Bowood, Wilts. They intend staying in town about
a week.

THE TW I C K E N H A M  DISTRICT COUNCIL have decided to present an address of
welcome to the Due de Orleans on the occasion of his taking up his residence at York
House.

THE LONDON OFFICE of the Sydney Morning Herald , 7S, Queen Victoria-street ,E.C, has issued its annual time-tables of the Australian and New Zealand mails for
1S9S, covering the whole of the services between Europe and Australasia , in a very neat
and handy form for the pocket. Copies can be had gratis upon application.

ON THE motion of Bro. Horace B. Marshall , M.A., C.C., the board of manage-
ment of the Orphan Working School have unanimousl y agreed to recommend the
governors at the next general court to admit two orphan children from Maidstone (in
connection with the recent epedimic), and two from Margate (in connection with the
recent disaster to the the lifeboat—Friend of all Nations).

Two M U N I F I C E N T  donations have been received by the Vice-Chancellor of Cam
brid ge University for the fund for rebuilding the School of Medicine and Surgery
attached to the University . One is a cheque for £1000 from Mr. Alexander Peckover ,
Lord-Lieutenant of Cambrid geshire, in response to a letter from Bro. the Duke of Devon-
shire, and the other a cheque from the Mercers' Company for 1000 guineas.

SOUTH EASTERN RAILWAY .—In response to an app lication by passengers on the
West Wickham and Hayes branch line for a better Theatre Train , the South-Eastern
Railway will, from Thursday, the ifith instant, allow a portion of the ir.35 p.m. express
Mid-Kent train to go on to Hayes. It is earnestly trusted that this concession (made at
such a busy time of the year) will be made use of to an extent that will promise its
continuance.

THE QUEEN 'S family dinner party at Windsor Castle on Monday included T.R.H.
the Prince and Princess of Wales, the Duke and Duchess of Connaug ht , the Duke and
Duchess of York , Princess Louise and the Marquis ot Lome, and Princess Henry of
Battenberg. Her Majesty 's guests remained at the Castle till Tuesday in order to
attend the service which was held in the Frogmore Mausoleum on the anniversary of the
deaths of the Prince Consort and the Grand Duchess of Hesse.

AT THE Houses of Parliament , the arrangements for the coming Session are pract i-
cally already complete. This recess has been free from tbe carrying-out of any of those
internal structural alterations which so frequently delay the final preparations until the
close approach of the date fixed for reasembling. The only change of the slightest
importance which has called forth the efforts of the Office of Works has been the open-
ing of a new doorway, to facilitate the passage of members and their visitors to and
from the now fashionable terrace. Police and commissariat arrangements remain
exactly as they were—the former still under the judicious and experienced control of
Chief Inspector William Horsley, the latter in the tried hands of Mr. Moss. Two faces
long familiar at St. Step hen 's will , however , be missed next Session—those of Mr.
Prim (Superintendent of Works) and Mr. Fisher (Chief Confidential Clerk of the
Ministerial " Whips "); both these gentlemen are retiring on well-earned pensions.

THE GREAT N O R T H E R N  R AILWAY [COMPANY announce that on Friday night,
December 24th (for four, five, and eight days), and Thursday night , December 31st
(for three, four , and eight days), cheap excursions will leave London (Woolwich Arsenal
and Dockyard), Greenwich (S.E.), Victoria (L.C. and D.), Ludgate Hill , Moorgate,
Aldersgate, Farringdon, King's Cross (G.N.), Finsbury Park , &c, for Northallerton ,
Darlington , Richmond , Durham , Newcastle, Berwick , Edinburgh , Glasgow, Helens-
burgh , Dumbarton, Stirling, Perth, Dundee, Daim ally, Oban , Fort William , Montrose,
Aberdeen, Inverness, and other stations in Scotland. Passengers by the exenrsion on
24th return on Monday, 27th , Tuesday, 2Sth , or Friday, 31st December, and those by
the excursion on 31st December return on Sunday, 2nd , Monday, 3rd , or Friday, 7th
January, according to period of ticket taken. Tickets at a single fare for the double
journey will also be issued by above excursions to places named , available for return by
one fixed train on any day within iC days, including days of issue and return.
On Friday, December 24th , cheap fast excursions will also leave London (Woolwich
(Arsenal and Dockyard), Greenwich (S.E.), Victoria (L.C. and D.), Ludgate Hill,
Moorgate, Aldersgate, Farringdon , King's Cross), &c, for Cambridge, Ramsey,
Huntingdon , Peterboro ', Lynn , Norwich , Cromer, Yarmouth , Leicester, Spalding,
Boston, Grimsby, Lincoln , Nottingham , Derby, Burton , Burslem , Tutbury, Stoke,
Newark , Chesterfield , Edwinstowe, Retford , Sheffield, Barnsley, Rotherham , Hudders-
field , Manchester, Liverpool , Doncaster, York , Hull , Harrogate , Bridlington , Malton ,
Scarboro', Whitby, Stockton, Richmond , Darlington , Hartlepool , Middlesboro ', Durham ,
Newcastle-on-Tyne, Shields, Sunderland , Wakefield , Leeds, Bradford , Halifax ,
Keighley, Accrington , Blackburn , Bolton , Burnley, Bury, Rochdale , and other princi pal
stations in the Lincolnshir e, Nottinghamshire , Staffordshire , Lancashire, Yorkshire ,
and North Eastern dist ricts, returning on 27th and 2Sth December. On December 20th ,
21st, 22nd , 23rd, and 24th , additional trains will be run to meet requirements of traffic.
The 10.30 p.m. express from King 's Cross on Friday, 24th December, will not run
beyond Berwick on Christinas Day morning. Friday, December 24th, the 5.0 p.m.
express from King 's Cross will be continued to Melton Constable , calling at all stations
East of Peterboro.' A special express at ordinary fares will leave London (King 's Cross)
at 12.20midnight on .December 24th , for Weiwyn, Stevenage, Hitchin , Bigglesivade,
Sandy, St. Neots, Huntingdon , Peterboro ', Spalding, Boston , Louth , Grimsby, Grant-
ham , Lincoln , Nottingham , Newark , Retford , Doncaster , Wakefield , Leeds, Bradford ,
Halifax , Selby, York , &c. Christmas Day, the trains will run as on Sundays, except
that the 5.15 a.m. express from King 's Cross will be run , at ordinary fares, to Peter
boro', Bourne , Stamford , Grantham , Lincol n, Notting ham , Doncaster ,Wakefield , Leeds,
Bradford , and Halifax , stopping at the intermediate stations at which it ordinarily calls,
and will be continued to York , Newcastle, Edinburg h, Glasgow, Perth , Aberdeen , &c. A
special express, conveying parcels only, will leave London (King 's Cross) at 10 15 p.m.
on December 21st , 22nd , and 23rd for Lynn , Norwich , Yarmouth , Nottingham ,
Leicester, Deiby, Burton , Lincoln , Sheffield , Manchester , Liverpool , Wakefield , Leeds,
Bradford , Batlty, Kei ghley, Halifax , York , Hull , Newcastl e, and all places in the North
of England and Scotland. To prevent inconvenience from crowding at the Company 's
princi pal terminal station , King 's Cross, tickets , dated in advance , will be i.'f.j ed at
King 's Cross (G.N.R.), Victoria (L. C. & D.), Ludgate Hill , Moorgate , Aldersgate,
Farringdon , Holloway, and Finsbury Park Stations, and at the Company 's ticket
offices.

CHRISTMAS CARDS .— Lalo Company, 42, Gray 's Inn-road , W.C. Wc can strongly
recommend to those of our readers who may not have yet laid in their store of Christ-
mas cards for distribution among their friends the " Lalo " Artistic Packet of Christmas
and New Year Cards. The packet contain a well-selected assortment of elegant speci-
mens of very beautiful handiwork. They are of Eng lish manufacture and will be sent
carriage free on recei pt of one shilling and threepence. By way of encouraging people
to purchase , the "Lalo Company offer as an additional inducement to becom; purchasers
to distribute a cash bonus ofl£40,in manner following.among the 75 persons who succeed
in solving what is called the "24 problem ," namel y :  £1 to each of the first 10 who
suceed in solving it; ios. to each of the next 20 ; and 55. to each of the 20 that follow ;
ios. to the youngest and ios. each to the oldest purchasers , and £ 1 to each of the f tvc
persons who copy out " Lalo Company " in the neatest manner. The paper containing
the problem and particulars will be sent with the cards when ordered.

THE DUKE AND D UCHESS OF BUCCLEUCH have left London for Dalkeith Palace
BRO . ALDERMAN TRELOAR has become a trustee of the London Friendly Institu-

tion in the place of the late Bro. Alderman Sir George R. Tyler, Bart.
PR I N C E  A L E X A N D E R  OF TECK visited T.R.H. the Prince and Princess or Wales

on Tuesday , and took leave of them previous to his departure from Eng land to join his
regiment in South Africa .

BRO . THE M AR QUIS AND M ARCHIONESS OF BREAHAI .H A N E , Mr. and Lady
Ileene Campbell , and the Ladies Elizabeth and Beatrice Meade have arrived at Invera-
ray Castle, on a visit to the Duke and Duchess of Argyll.

BRO . THE DUKE AND DUCHESS OF D EVONSH IRE , who went to Chatsworth on
Saturday last , left on Monday to join Bro. the Duke and Duchess of Portland' s party at
Welbeck Abbey to meet T.R.H. the Prince and Princess of Wales.

BY MEANS OF the Duch ess of Albany 's Fund , which was started by her Royal
Highness for the purchase of a residence for the rector of Esher as one of the local
memorials of the Queen 's Diamond Jubilee , a freehold building has been purchased , at
a cost oi £.22so. Towards payment of this amount £1433 Ss. has been subscribed, and
the requisite balance has been advanced by the bankers.

IT APPEARS that the fire on Tuesday at Lipton 's Somers Town branch was the
work of burglars, who, being unable to force the Milner 's safe, vindictively set fire to the
premises. The safe, in addition to being proof against the burg lars, was also found , as
usual, to be fire-proof. Messrs. Milner just now must be doing a roaring trade, con-
sidering the large number of _ their make that have already been taken from the debris
of the great City fire and which will require replacing by their owners.

ON M ONDAY , BIO. Sir Henry Harben presided at Hampstead Vestry Hall at the
final meeting of the general committee of the Hampstead Diamond Jubilee Fund. It
was reported that after payment of all expenses there remained, as the result of the
Diamond Jubilee fete at Hampstead and general subscri ptions, £3337 for distribution.
Of this sum £1500 was voted to the North London Hospital for Consumption , £ 1500 to
the Hampstead Hospital, £300 to the Hampstead Nursing Association, and £37 to the
Hampstead Provident Dispensary.

THE D UKE OF CAMBRIDGE was the princi pal guest on Monday night at the annuil
dinner given by the Mayor of Richmond at the Star and Girter Hotel , in that borough .
Amongst the others who accepted Councillor Chancellor's invitation were Viscount
Midleton, the Bishop of Rochester , Col. A. C. FitzGeorge, Sir Richard Temple, the
Right Hon. St. Joh n Brodrick , M.P., Bro. Sir W. T. Marriott , M.P., Q.C., Gen. Sir
H. Prendergast , V.C, Sir Edward Hertslet, the Govenor of the Bank of England (Mr.
H. C. Smith), Bro. Gen. Sir Stanley Clarke, Rear-Admiral A. H. Alington, Bro. R. D.
M. Littler, O.C, Bro. T. Skewes-Cox, M.P., and Mr. J. Bigwood, M.P.

WELSHMEN IN LONDON , with their ladies , assembled on Monday evening at the
Hotel Mctropole on the occasion of the annual dinner of the Honourable Society of
Cymmrodorion , which was held under the presidency of Lord Justice Vaughan Williams,
who was supported by Mr. Henry Owen , in the vice-chair, Bro. Sir John Puleston ,
Sir Lewis Morris, Mr. J. Morgan Richards , Bro. D. Brynmor Jones, O.C, M.P.,
General R. Owen Jones, Mr. John Thomas (Queen 's harpist), and others. The especial
aims of the society are the improvement of education and the promotion of intellectual
culture by the encouragement of literature, science, and art as connec ted with Wales.

LAST FRIDAY the elite of the Swiss colony in London , assembled at Monico 's
Piccadilly, for their annual banquet , his Excellency the Swiss Ambassador presiding.
The dinner did credit to Mr. Monico's excellent cuisine, and a special and ipleasing
feature was the appearance of a non-alcoholic Swiss champagne introduced by the Sins-
alcohol Wine Company, 39, Eastcheap. The Swiss Ambassador 's toast was " Her
Majesty the Queen ," which was heartily app lauded , and followed by everyone rising and
singing " God save the Queen . Mr. Fans, the president of the Swiss Club , drank to
"The Patrie," Mr. Holliger to " The Guests," and Charity was remembered by Mr.
Clemence, which resulted in a collection ofjoyer £40 for the poor. Several distinguished
English gentlemen , admirers of the beautiful country across the Channel , took part
in the proceedings , which were of a most genial and cordial character. At parting the
" surprise " was Mr. Monico's gift of a bottle of the above delicate champagne to every
one present.

TUESDAY being the anniversary of the death of the Prince Consort as well as of the
Princess Alice (the late Grand Duchess of Hesse), the Queen and T.R.H. the Prince
and Princess of Wales, the Duke and Duchess of Connau-fht, the Duke and Duchess of
York, Princess Louise (Marchioness of Lome), and the Marquis of Lome, and Princess
Henry of Battenberg, with Princess Victoria Eugenie and Prince Leopold, went to the
Royal Mausoleum at Frogmore, where a special service was performed by the Bishop of
Winchester (Clerk of the Closet to the Queen), assisted by the Very Rev. the Dean of
Windsor. Several of the ladies and gentlemen and attendants of the Royal household
were present. The choir of St. George s Chapel , under the direction of Bro . Sir Walter
Parratt , were in attendance, and sang, among other selections, the anthem specially
composed by Bto. Sir Arthur Sullivan, " Wreaths from our graves the Lord has given,"
and " Peace, come away," the music by Professor Villiers Stanford. By her Majesty 's
command , the Royal Mausoleum was opened between the hours of one and four o'clock
in the afternoon for the servants and their families, when permission was also extended
to many of the residents of Windsor and the neighbourhood . Prince and Princess
Christian of Schleswig-Holstein were, by unforeseen circumstances, unable to be present
at the ceremony.

THE M I D L A N D  R AILWAY COMPANY announce that on Christmas Eve the pressure
of traffic will be relieved by the running of duplicate trains from St. Pancras as circum-
stances niay require . On Christmas Day the trains will run as appointed for Sundays,
except the newspaper express leaving London (St. Prancras) at 5.15 a.m., which will
run to Bedford, Leicester, Notting ham , Darby Sheffield , and Manchester , as on ordi-
nary weekdays. On Monday, December 27th, and on New Year 's Day, certain booked
trains will be discontinued , of which due notice will be given by special bills at the
stations. Early issue of tickets. —The Midland Railway Company, to prevent incon-
venience and crowding, have arranged for the bookiug ofnces_ at St. Pancras and
Moorgate-street stations to be open for the issue of tickets all day on
Wednesday, Thursd ay, and Friday, December 22nd , 23rd , and 24th ,
and tickets to all princi pal stations on the Midland Railway can
be obtained beforehand at the Midland Company 's City and Suburban Offices.
Cheap excursion trains will be run from London (St. Pancras) and princi pal provincial
stations to Carlisle, Edinburgh , Glasgow, Greenock , Dundee , Aberdeen , &c, on Friday,
December 24th , for four , five , or eight days, and December 31st for three, four , or eight
days, by which return tickets will be issued at a third class sing le fare for the double
journey. The single fare tickets issued on December 24th will be available for returning
on any day up to and including January Sth, 1S9S, and single fare tickets taken on
December 31st will be available for returning any day up to and includingjanuary 15th ,
1S9S. Cheap excursion trains will also be run from London (St. Pancras ) on Friday
ni ght , December 24th , to Leicester, Birming ham , Notting ham , Derby, Newark , Lincoln ,
Burton , Manchester , Liverpool , Blackburn , Bolton , Sheffield , Leeds, Bradford , York ,
Hull , Scarboroug h, Newcastle , the Lake District , &o, returning December 27th o: 2Sth,
and on December 25th (Friday midnight) a chea p 3 days ' trip wiil be run to Manchester ,
Stock port , Warrington , Liverpool , Sheffield , Leeds and Bradford. Cheap excursion tickets
will be issued from London (St. Pancras) and principal provincial stations on Thursday,
December 23rd , to Dublin , Cork , Killamey, Limerick , &.Z., via Liverpool , availabl e for
16 days, and on Wednesday, Decemtier, 22nd , via Morecambe , available for returning
on December 2Sth or 30th , and January 1st, 4th , or Oth , 1S9S; on Thursday, December
23rd , to Belfast , Londonderry, Portrush , it:., via Barrow , or via Liverpool , available
for 16 days; on Tuesday, December 21st , to Londonderry, viii Morecambe , and on
Thursday, December 23rd , via Liverpool , available for returning December 30th , or
January 3rd , via Morecambe , and on December j .Sth and and 2yth , and January 1st,
4 'h , or 5th , via. Liverpool. On Christmas Day cheap day excursion tickets will beissuid
to Southend-on-Sea , from St, Pancras , Kentish Town , Walthamstow , I.eytonstone , and
stations on the Tottenham and Forest Gate joint line. Cheap week-end tickets will be
issued on Fridays, December 24th and 31st, and Saturdays, December 25th and January
1st, from St. Pancras and other Midland Stations to the Principal Holiday and Health
Resorts, available for returning on the following Sunday (train service permitting) Mon-
day or Tuesday. New Winter tourist tickets are also [now issued to the princi pal
tourists resorts.



MASONIC MEETINGS (METROPOLITAN)
For the week ending Saturday, December 25th , iHgj.

The Editor will be glad to receive notice from Secretaries for
Craft Lodges, Royal Arch Chapters, Mark Lodges, Rose Croix
Chapters, Preceptories, Conclaves, 8-c, of. any change in place,
day, or month of meeting.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 20
CKAFT LODGES .

I , ( t r.'iiul Masters , l:rvein;istm^ Tavern.
S, JIr i ! i . --b, Km-masons' Hall .

2 i , I ' m u l a t i i n i , Albion Tavern.
lH q , T r a i M i u M l i t v , Frascat i  I f e s t a u r i i n t ,
802 , W l i i t l i n u ' h m , l-'reeniasons * H a l l .

i .vOi >s<- 1 Vter AYeMmrsU-r , Criterion.
iii q.( , Imper ia l , Clout 's Res tau ran t , \ " ictori;i-street
I7:S; Temp le l iar , Ant le r t im 's lintel.

ROYAL A RCB CHAPTER .
1057, AUlcrsgate, AUi 'tou Tavern.

M A RK LOD G ES .
173, Temp le , London Tavern .
-3J,  l > r i \ t o n , A n i l e i t o n 's Hotel.
2i"n ( Knyal  Xaval College, Shi p Hole} , CtrcvnwkU.

LODQIS AND CBAPTKRS 01 INSTRUC TION.
Blackheath , Stir l ing Castle, Church-street , Camberwell , at 8.
Commemoration , Star ami Garter , Arbour-Etjuare , Commercial

road , !«:., at 8.
Cripp tegate, Goldsmiths* Arms, Gutter-lane, at 6,30.
Dalhousic , Town Hall Tavern , Hi gh-street, Kensington , at S.
Eleanor, Rose and Crown , High Cross, Tottenham, at 8.
Friars, The White Horse, 94, White Horse-Jane, Mile End-rd., E.

at 8.
Hyde Park, Prince of Wales Hotel , Eastbourne-terr., Bishop's-rd.,

Paddington , at 8.
Kingsland, Cock Tavern , Highbury, N.# at 8.30.
Marquess of Ripon , Weaver s Arms , London Wall , L.C, at 6.4?!
Metropolitan , Moorgate Tavern , 15, Finsbury-pavement, at 7.30.
Neptune, Gauden Hotel , Clapham, S.W., at 7.30.
North London Chapter , Cock Hotel , Highbury, at 8.
Perseverance, Ridler 's Hotel , Holborn , E.C, at 7.
Queen 's Westminster , Criterion , Piccadill y, at 8.
Regent's Park , Frascati Restaurant, 3*» Oxford-street, at 8.
Royal Arthur , Prince of Wales Hotel (opposite Wimbledon Rail-

way Station), at 8.
Royal Commemoration, Railway Hotel , Putney, at 8.
St. James's Union , St. James's Restaurant (Piccadill y entrance)
St. Mark's, Surrey Masonic Hall , Camberwell New-road.
St. Michael's, Nor/and Arms, Addison-rd.North , Uxbrid ge-rd., 8
Sincerity, Blackwall Railway Hotel , Fenchurch-street, at 7.
South Norwood , Goal House Bridge Hotel , Penge-rd., at 8.
Stockwell , White Hart , Abchurch-lane, E.C., at 6.
Tvssen Amherst , Amherst  Clult .Amhcrst-rd., Ri-rtory-rd., N.,7.30
United Military, Earl of Chatham, Thomas-st., Woolwich ,at 7.30
Upton, Great Eastern Hotel , Uishopsgate-strect, at 8,
Wafthamstow, The Chequers, Hi gh-street, Walthamstow, at 8.
Wellington , New Cross House, New Cross, at 8.
Woodrow, Stone's, 34, Panton-strect, Hay market , S.W., at 3.
Zetland , "The Falkland ," Falkland-road , N.W., at 8.
Doric Chapter , Duke's Head , 79, Whitechapel-road , at 6.
Lewis Chapter , Fishmongers' Arms Hotel , Wood Green , N,, at 8.
North London Chapter * Cock Tavern, Highbury, at 8

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 21
Board ol l ieneral  Purpose:" , at 5.

CRAFT LODOES.
,;o, I ' n iU' i l  MariiHT! . , ( i i i i M l i 'i i l  Tavern.
;.", .Mount  Lebanon , llri . l j:.: l lon .-e Hotel.
115, KnMrrn  Star , Ship ami Turt le  Tavern.

mo , ( "alloxan , l-reetna-ons ' Hal l .
'.•.Vt , S t n t k w r l ] , Surrey ,Ma>on i r  Mal l ,
muf ,  .New l-'i n s l i u r y  I ' n rk , I lo lhorn  I t e s l a u r a n t .
2001 , IJueen '-- WYj - tmi i i i - t iT , l lo l l inrn  Res taurant
oooo , l l a v e n , I ' uMi t - ( In iUI in- ' s , Kill ing.
2::i , Old Wes tmins te r - , Ci te  Kov.-i l.

ROVAL A KCH CH A P T E R S .
11 , Klin,  li , Freemasons ' Hal l ,
in , .Moun t  S ina i , Amlerlc.11 ':. Motel.

MA K K  I.0110B.
O-N, H IK I I 1' rosS , Liverpool  Street Hotel.

LODOJS AND LBAPTIRS Of INSTRUCTION
Brixton , Prince Regent , Dulwich-road , Heme Hill , S.E., at 8
i ' ipper. City Arms , St. Mary Axe, at 6.
Clarence and Avondale, Green Man Hotel , I.eytonstone, E., at 8
Constitutional , "A pple Tree and Mitre," 30, Cursitor.street,

Chancery-lane , W.C, at 7.
Chaucer, Crapes Tavern (Slee & Tike's), 121, Borough Hi gh

street , at 8.
Corinthian , George Hotel , Cubitt Town , Poplar, at 8.
Croy don I od^e of Coneord , K i n d 's Arms , Katherine-street ,

Croye'on , at S.
Dalhousie , Lord Truro, Dalston.lane, at 8.
Duke of Cornwall , Queen s Arms, Queen-street , Cheapside, at 7.
Egyptian , Salutation , Newgate-street , at 7.
Emblematic, St. James's Restaurant, Piccadill y, at 8.
Enfield , Rose and Crown , Church-stieet , Edmonton , at 8.
Excelsior . Commercial Dock Tavern , Plough-road , Rotherhithe,
F-'ait l i , The Yietor ia  Mansions  KeMaurant , Victoria-street , S.W.
Finsbury, The Bell Hotel , Old Bailey, it 7.
Florence Night ingale, M.H., William-street , Woolwich, lnd and

4th Tties., at 7.30.
Hendon , Railway Hotel , West Hampstead, N.W., at 8.
Is l ington , (,'oek Tavern , Highbury,  at 7.30.
loppa , "The Moorgate ," 15, I-'insburv- Pavement, E.C, at 7.30.
Kensington , Town Hall Tavern , High-street , Kensington , at 8.
Kirb y, Midland G-and Hotel , St. Pancras Station , at 7.30.
Mount  Edgcumbc, Rockingham Arms, Ncwington Causeway,

S.I-;., at 7-30.
Nelson , Star and Garter , Powis-street , Woolwich , at 8.
New Cross, Chester Arms, Albany-slreet , N.W., at 8.
New F' -i8 -"-:iry Park , llornsey Wood Tav., Finsbury Park, at 8.
Pythagorean , Portland Hotel , Greenwich , at 8.
Richmond , Station Hotel , Richmond , at 8.30.
Robert Burns , Frascati Restaurant , Oxford.street , W.
South Middlesex , BcAuforl House, Walham Green , S.W., 117.30
St. Kew, Masonic Hall , Weston-super-Mare , at 8.
St. Leonard' s, Bedford Hotel , Victoria Park-road , South

Hackney, at 8.
Southwark , While Hart Hotel , New CroBS Gate, at 8.
Wandsworth , St. Mark' s School-room, Battersea Rise, S.W., at 8
Westbourne, Oliver  Arms , Westbourne-tcrracc North , Harrow-

road , at 8.
Varborough , .Mitre Tavern , l-'is l i .s treet-brl l , K.C., at 7.30.
Camden Chapter , The Moorgate , Mr.orgate-street, at 8.
Metropol i tan  t 'h . if t t , ! , Knstrheap Kes l a o ran t , l-'astclieap, at 0.30
Kintore  Mark Lodge, Stirling Castle Hotel , Camberwell Green,

S.li., at 8.

WEDNESDAY , DECEMBER 22-
Board ot l ieui-ioleuee , at ; j.n ¦ i-clv .

CRAtT l.onot.
101-: , M o n t i  lion- , C H I ,. K o \ a l .

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 23.
Hi. , ,  ,¦ I , i n u i A l c r  ( , i d : ' S, !„ ,,! , «i ( . jo .

M A K I : LODGE .
11" , .N' o i t l o i i i i b i  r l .md , M..s , , i i . -.' H a i l , Mas-  n- ' A v e n u e ,

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24.
Board „l "\' u i i  . g i - i u e i i t  !!, .> :,' Si hool , at 2. .)o.

SATURDAY , DECEMBER 25
( H K L S T M A S  H A Y .

A S Y L U M  F O R  I D I O T S ,
EARLSWOOD , REDHILL, SURREY.

NEXT ELECTION.

Your VOTES are earnestly asked for the Part-Payment
Candidate,

J O S E P H  B.  P O W E R ,
Age ioj  years,

Of 77, Church-road, U pper Norwood, S.E.

Ihe Father is an Engraver on Wood ; but thr ough the
introduction of other processes, the professi on is almost
rui ned. The Mother assists with a Servants' Registry.

The case is strongly recommended by—
Mrs. Col. Sii.uowHLi. Ii. CLEKKE, The Grove, Upper

Norwood. S.E.
The Rev. W. F. LA TROUE BATEMAN , Vicar of St. Joh n

Evan gelist, Norwood, S.E.
T. HA L L I H U K T O N, Esq., The Oaks, Grange Road , Upper

Norwood, S.E.
Dr. HETI .EY , J.P., D.L., Upper Norwood, S.E.
GE O R G E  KE N N I N G, Esq., Upper Sydenham, S.E.

"FOR THE BLOOD IS THE LIFE **

WORLD -FAMED
~~"

_^MM3MM1
For cleansing and clearing the blood from all Impurities It cannotbe too highly recommended .
For Scrofula, Scurvy, Eczema , Skin and Blood Diseases

Pimples, and Bores of all kinds its effects are marvellous

I
Old Sores.

"|* Sores on the Neck.
I n Sore Legs.

U1 1 Blackheads, or Pimples on the Vase
U n Scurvy. '
|\r Ulcers.

tQ Blood and Skin Disease*.
O Glandular Swellings.

It Clears the Blood flora all Impure Matter, from whatever causearising.
As this mixture Is pleasant to the taste, and warranted free from

anyth ing  Injurious to the most delicate constitution of either se>from infancy to old age the proprietor solicits sufferers to give it
a trial to t».st its value.

Sold In Bottles, »s. od.each , and in Cases, containing six times
the quantity, lis.—sufficient to effect a permanent cure in the
great majority of Jong-standing cases—BY ALL CHEMISTS
AND PATENT MEDICINE VENDORS throughout the World
or sent for JJ or ts» stamps by THE LINCOLN AND M ID!
LAND COUNTIES DRUG COMPANY, Lincoln. TRADE
M A R K -"BLOOD MIXTURE."

Ask for CLARKE'S BLOOD MIXTURE and do not be rer-
suaded to take an imitation.

F O R  E C O N O M I C A L  A N D
RESPECTABLE FUNERALS at stated charges.

To cover all expenses, exclusive of cemetery fees.

B R O .  C. G. H A T T ,
FUNERAL FURNISHER, A P PRAISER AND

MONUMENTAL MASON,

82, HIGH STREET, KENSINGTON , W.

CREMATION AND EMBALMING.

Distance no object.
Orders by post or telegrams promptly attended to.

P rice Lists free on application.

Telegraphic Address—"ORPHANHOOD ," LONDON.

M EDICINE FRE E
for tlii -L'O mouths' treatment , to introduce my
Kv:w l' vniSTr IxsTirc-MKST Yor the cure o!

CATARRHAL DEAFNE SS.
nlso for Ctitni'i-l i of Hie l le iul , Nose, Tin-out , uinl
I.iiiigs . A grniiil  ivnioil .v for Noises uml  I' nins in

the  lleiul , Kill's , uml  K.ves. Ji is fust, gaining populuril .v, neciiusc
It is simple, ell'eetive , nud rup iill y cures .

Write lor pni-ticiiliu -s tn—Dn." JOHNSTON
(Depl. A.), :)», Miilillelo:. I t imil , Iinlston , Loiiilon, N.K.

LODGE MUSIC ,
For this, tho

POSITIVE ORGAN
Will bo found Invaluable.

U is. t in ;  invi' i i i io t i  nf Duo. 'I'I K I .M A S  CASSO.V, P. P.O'.f-
Xni-lli Wtilos , to |ii -t ivi<lo it snml l

RE -A-L ORa ART
df

DEEP, PURE, SOLEMN ORGAN TONE.
Producos on Ono Keyb oard the ellect of

a Pedal Bass and Second Manua l.
Unique in i i r iul i i r i i i :i a s/ i lendi i l  effect in the Itaml.-' of

M u s ir 'u inx  «)' very moihrnlc i i t l n i u m c n l * .

The Sound is from Real Organ-Pipes exclus ively,
avoidin g the poor and harsh effect 

^ 
of

American and other reed •• Organs . " :

PRETTY APPEARANCE. MODERATE PRICE.

EASILY BLOWN BY PERFORMER.

S l i o i io l y r.- c i . i n i n i - i i . I . - i l  l.y l i im.  K- •) •  11«» I - K I N .-, M » a *

DIM - ., mi l l  III J I IT  I ' l i i i i i on l  J l i l s i c i i i i i H -

W. R. ANDREW , Organ Builder,
8a, Berkley Road , Chalk Farm , London , N.W. :

Telephone No. 6879. Establi shed 1808.

MATTHEWS , DREW , & CO.,
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

STATIONERS , PRINTERS , LITHOGRAPHERS ,
ACCOUNT BOOK MAKERS.

ESTIMATES SUBMITBD.

" THE PROFESSIONAL NOTE ,"
A High-class Vellum Paper, with Rough or Satin Surfacr .

SAMTLBS ON APPLICATION.

Send for  Illustrated Price List Free.
MATTHEWS , DREW . &COMPANY ,

37 Si 38, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.
(Opposite Chancery Lane).

Law Writing Department—10, GRAY 'S IN N  PLACR, W.C.

FISH , POULTRY , GAME , OYSTERS.

I O H N  G O W , L I M I T E D
•* 17, NEW BROAD STREET , E.C ,
\2, HONEY LANE MARKET , CHEAPSIDE , B.C.,

23, LONDON STREET , MARK LANE, E.C ,
gj, THEOBALD'S RD., HOLBORN , W.C,

AND

86, HIGH STREET , PECKHAM , S.Ei

J OHN GOW , Limited , always have on safe the Large t
Stock in London of the Very Best Ou»'itv »t I-nwi^t Pnr»..

THE MOST NUTRITIOUS.

E P P S ' S
GR ATEFU L-COM FORTI NO.

C O C O A
BREAKFAST AND SUPPER.

CLARK 'S CIVIL SERVICE
A Ni l

COMMERCIAL COLUiGi i ,
3 AND 3, C H A N C E R Y  L A N K .

(Branches at 401 , Ilolloway Road ; mj, St. John 's Hill,
Clapha tn ; 7, Fitzroy Square, W. ; and Cork).

F O U N D E R  & 1'K I N C I I 'AI .—B RO . GEO. E. CLARK,
Late H.M.C.S., Member of London Chamber

of Commerce ;
Chief of Civil Service and Commercial Section at Royal

Masonic School for Girls, Battersea Rise.

The College offers special facilities in preparation for
THE CIVIL SERVICE ,

Univ ersity Matriculation,
Local College of Preceptors,

Society of Arts, and
Professional Exams.

ALL COMMERCIAL AP P O I N T M E N T S,
Scholarship Exams., &c, &c.

Classes and Private Lessons in
All Languages, Correspondence,

Book-keeping, Shorthand,
Typciviitinjr, S;c., &c.

VV i ite fur particulars, or app ly personally any day
between 9 a.m. and y p .m.

Ov er 4500 Students of Clark's College have been suc-
cessful in Civil Service Exams.

2 and i, CHANCERY LANE, W.C.



H Xife's Ibatreb,
I ALL IU CIHTS RESERVED. ]

B Y T. CI . WALLS.

Author of u The Red Rwm Mijster i/ ," " A Nuj U of Teril ," " The Old
Manor House " '•' Sared by a Sign ," " T//c &'ciTe/ Tribunal ,"

" Fatal Divination," " T/JC Hermit of Dimstan-
boroug h," The Vision of .Evil," S'c, §'c.

(Coul in noil f ro m " The Freemason Christmas Number ").

"His punishment  rests with a higher Power," solemnl y- said Mr
Mordaunt , '• Ai- iiiinul , I may as well fe l l  yon ," lie continued , " thai
my susp icions point , to Hie late owner of lli'e Limes as the pcrpetra toi
of this cruel and most unna tura l  crime. I have made careful
enquiries in the nei ghbourhood , and it appears that no one saw Mr.
Percival leave lli is house on the last ni ght lie spent in the nei ghbour-
hood. I believe he killed his little son , and these sad relies are all
that  remain of the poor innocent. What cause induced him to
commit- the deed must for ever remain inscrutable , as ho was shortl y
after drowned in the wreck of the ' Benbow,' and his fearful secret
perished with him.  In the store room above , you will find a small
empty case, bring it here."

I lerrc obeyed , and soon returned with the articl e in question.
The remains were reverentl y p laced by Mr. Mordaim t in the box , and
when the liil had been secured , Arniaiul shouldered it , and , accom-
panied by Ill's master, repaired (o the grounds behind the mansion.
It was a cold and gloomy ni ght , and the wind moaned dismally as it
swep t throug h (he bare branches of the trees. Mr. Mordaunt paused
beneath the towering limbs of a huge old wych-elm , and placing the
lantern on the  ground , bade his valet there to prepare a grave. This
operation did not take long, and when the box , with its mouldering
relics of h u m a n i t y , was deposited in its narro w receptacle , the
gentleman murmured a few words of prayer, and returned to the
honsc , leaving his servant to rep lace the earth , and to destroy all
traces of their  visit to the vault .

Next morning whilst  at breakfast , Mr. Mordaunt received a
missive , the contents of which a fleeted him strange ly. I t  was
written in pencil , and had been found in the letter box. It bore no
address , but was dated two days previousl y. Its brief contents were
as follow :—

"Sir,—These lines come from a friend , and are intended to put
you on your guard . An attemp t wi l l  shortl y be made to do you a
grievous inju ry. Do not stir  abroad after dark , and take every
precaution to .secure your house fro m being- broken into. In conclu-
sion (he writer earnestl y beseeches you not to treat this communica-
tion li ght l y."

The noli; had no signature , f ind  (he  writ ing was but  indiffe rent .
" I  do not know what lo make of th i s ," mused the gentleman , " I

have but just arri ved in Kng land , and l iving as I do in so secluded a
manner , I cannot conceive wh y I have incurred the enmit y of anyone.
However , my  anonymous  correspondent means well , and there , wi l l
be no harm in my adop ting his advice to be wary. A nervous man
would at once post lo London and enga ge the services of an ex-
perienced ollicer lo try and ferre t t he  mat ie r  out. This course I shall
not adop t. I am gui l t less  of ever hay ing  done any person an injury,
and t h u s  fort if ied w i t h  a clear conscience I shall fearlessly await t he
issue."

Without  ac ip ia inf ing  his f a i t h f u l  servant , Armand , at that t ime
with the  recei pt of the  l e t t e r , .Mr. Mordaunt , nevertheless , gave him
instructions to see that  the fastenings of the doors and windows were
in good order.

A few days a f te r  this  event the valet , whilst assisting his mastci
to iinib-ess , .said, " I i'cel it is my d u t y ,  sir, to inform you that ,  fot
some day s past I have noticed a strange man lurking about (he road
near the  house. "

•' Indeed ," said Mr. Mordaunt ,  "What  kind of fellow is he ? "
" A powerfull y-built- man of middle age, as dark as a mula t to ,"

was Ihe  rep l y.
"How dressed ? " was the next query.
" Hut. poorly, lie looks l ike  one of thoso men who wander

throug h (he  country,  doing no work, sleep ing where they can , and
not above p u l l i n g  t h e i r  hands on honest peop le's goods."

" Von are too severe , my good I'ierre ," smil ing ly remarked his
master. " M y your descri p t ion I should take the  man lo be one of
those wanderers known th roug hout the Old World under (ho  various
names of Kgypfiaus , Mol ieni ians , Zingarri , Oilanoes , Koinami y,  or
(i ypsics. The majorit y of t hem are harmless enoug h. They prefer
to roam unrest ricled by Ihe  usages and laws of t hose who dwell  in
villages , towns , and cities , and purposel y discard t h e  ordinary cou-
venfual i i ies  ol* every day l ife . However , I do not. l ike  f h o  idea ol
having my house watched by a fellow of t h a t  class ; his actions , to
say the  least- , are quest ionable. I w i l l  cull  uj ion Mr. Mai l  land , Ihe
mag ist rate , to-day, and lake  bis op inion on tha t  and ano the r  mat ie r .
Von have done q u i t e  ri ght , in i mp a r t i n g  lo me your susp icions. "

A f t e r  luncheon the owner of the Limes set out for the residence
of Mr. Mai t lan d , .1.1'., which  was s i t u a t e d  some two miles d i s t a n t
and he was for tunate  enoug h to find that  gentleman at home. Tliet

had met and had been introduced to each other a. few weeks previously
at a. neighbour 's house. The worth y justice was a line-lookin g man ,
who bore his sixt y summers well. J lis clear , rudd y comp lexion ,
aqui l ine  features , and bri ght grey eyes were well set off by a glorious
coronal of silver hair. He was dressed in a bygone fa shion , and his
speech and general manners were of tha t  genial and fascinating type
of character well and deservedl y known as the "old Eng lish gentle-
man."

After  the usual interchange of comp liments , Mr. Mordaunt said ,
" I have taken the libert y, Mr. Mai t land , of cal l ing upon you to ask
your magisterial advice on a strange circumstance which has occurred
within the last few days."

"I shall be charmed to give you every assistance that is in my
power (o afford ," replied the other. " I hope , however, that there is
nothing of a serious na ture  in your intended revelation. "

"1 am a fraid there is , gravel y said Mr. Mordaunt. . " Several
mornings ago I received bv hand t h i s  missive. Mc p leased to read
it , "

The justice took the let ter , ca reful l y wi ped his gold-rimmed
glasses , adjnslcd them to his satisfact ion , and then at tentivel y perused
the ill-wri tt en scrawl severa l times.

".Before giving any op inion on this communication I should like ,
Mr. Mordaunt , to put to you a few questions , thai is , if you wi l l  al low
me," said ho.

"Willi all the pleasure in the world ," heartil y assented the other ,
" Have you any reason to believe that you have an enemy in this

country ? " continued (ho magistrate.
" No ; neither here nor in the West Tndies ," was the  firm rep ly.

"I -will relate a few brief incidents of my life. About twent y years
ago, soon after the death of my father , I left Eng land and threw my
lot in with an old uncle of mine who owned large sugar p lantations in
Jamaica, I was possessed of ample means, but  feeling reluctant to
lead a life of idleness I worked exceeding ly hard , and under my
management the estate became a very valuable one. In the  course
of time my relative died , and with the excep tion of a few legacies to
old servants , and bequests to several benevolent ins t i tu t ions  on the
island , he bequeathed to me the whole of the properl y. A f t e r  his
demise I engaged a careful manager, and used to be absent very
frequentl y from the plantations. I was particularl y fond of collect in»-
specimens of the beautiful  f lora of t he  country.  Jn  fact , I became an
enthusiast  in botany , and natura l history generall y. A year a"o I
yearned to re-visit the old country . I had no famil y ties to bind mo
to my trop ica] home , and having sold my estate most pr ofi tabl y [
sailed fro m the island with  two old dependents who elected to
accompany me. I arrived af te r  a p leasant voyage at the West I n d i a
Docks , and having warehoused my effects in the vicini t y I took (he
coach to Ohertsey , in the environs of which t own I was born , in the
hope of being able to meet wi th  a local residence where I mi ght end
my days in peace. I came across t h e  Limes daring my first visit to
the town , and being charmed with  its s i tua t ion  and appearance I
purchased it. I trust , Mr. Mait land , t h a t  you wi l l  pardon me for
this di gression ," he concluded , "but I thoug ht it better  Unit you should
hear a few part iculars of my life , uninteres t in g thoug h the y  are, in
order to prove to you how utterl y imp ossible it is for me to have an
enemy in Eng land , or elsewhere."

"Have you any relatives who are aware of your return aftor  so
prolonged an absence !''" enquired fho Justice.

"I have every reason to believe tha t  I am the last of my race ,
sir," was the rep ly. " It  seems very sad tha t  in ' Ihe  sere and yellow
l e a f ' of life I should have no kindred to welcome me back to t h e  land
of my ancestors. Xo, Mr. Maitland , when my t ime  comes (hero will
bo no one near lo solace my last hours , none but paid dependents to
close my weary eyes when they shall have looked their  last on th i s
bri ght woi hi. "

" Come, come , my good sir , be not so despondent ," good-
humouredl y said the mag istrate. "You are my j unior  by some years ,
are in fair  hea l th , and in (he possession of amp le means. \Vh y,
then , should you not marry and have the  p leasure if seeing a t roop
of youngsters scampering over the  old house and grounds , and f i l l i n g
the place with the cheerful echo of the i r  merry voices !'' "

"A pleasant prospect , my dear sir , but  one (hat  wil l  not bo
realised. I shall  never marry ." "A h , Mr. Ma i t l and ," he added ,
wi th  a si gh , and his dark eyes were moistened w i t h  tears , " I have
not confided to you (he  one black spot in my past life. May I
trespass upon your patience a l i t t l e  longer 'r "

"My good fr iend , I am entire ly at your service , pra y proceed ,"
was (he courteous rep l y.

" Many years ago, resumed Mr. Mordaunt , " an elderl y gentleman
named Daley, came fro m Kng land to Jamaica , and took up  h is
residence near my uncle 's estate.  l ie  was accomp anied by his
( laug hter  Alice , a most charming  girl , bat of very de l ica te  const it u -
f ion . We became great friends , and a f f e r  a l i m e  ( l ie  f a i r g irl p li ghted
her t r o t h  lo inc. M y uncle and Mr. Daley wviv both fa vourable to
t h e  match , and it was arranged l hat when  t h e  lad y reached her
twoi t ly- l i r . s t  year we wen? lo he married . A h !  those were happy
days ! I p iclured lo myself an idea l home , w i t h  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  Alice
enshrined as i t s  guard ian  angel.  I purchased a s m a l l  properl y a few
miles  from my unc le 's, where I i n t ended  to convey my dar l ing when
H ymen should smile up on our  union.  II  was n a l i r .- a l l y  a lovely  spot ,
bat  art  had been called in , and Hie result was lerrosli- .il perfect ion .
The house was commodious, and was surroun ded by a verandah
supported by p ilasters covered t h i c k l y wi th  c l i m b i n g  l lowcrin g p lants
of great beauty. The palm , (ho majestic banyan , and Ihe magnolia



were striking objects in the shrubberies. In the cool of a fine evening
¦when th e  bri l l iant  sun was low on the horizon and the clouds were
gorgeously tinted by its fast declining rays, and the calm atmosp here
was laden with a thousand floral perfumes , such a picture was pre-
sented to the ravished senses as can onl y bo enjoyed in those far
tropical regions , arid one well calculated to live n contemplative mind
with , feelings of artistic rap ture. As I have alread y informed you I
was a great admirer of Dame Nature, and I used to bo frequentl y
away, weeks at a time , collecting choice specimens of her products.
Upon my return after one of those pleasurable excursions I. noticed a
coldness of demeanour in my f iancee that I could not understand. I
taxed her -with this strange and , to me, unaccountable alteration , but
failed to obtain any satisfactory explanation . 1. -was deeply in love
with the beautiful  girl , and her strange conduct excited in mc the
most painful emotions. I redoubled my attentions and did every thing
in my power to revive in her the warm a ffection that she used to
bestow on me in the first blissful months of our engagement. But in
vain ; she became every day more distant in her manner towards me.
In my distress I mentioned her conduct to my kind uncle , and he
took counsel with Mr. Daley, who eluded his daughter on what he
(irml y believed to be her fickleness . Alice was evidentl y impressed
with her father 's strictures, for she became a little more comp laisant ,
and for a time I fondl y thoug ht that  her a ffections were graduall y
being restored to me. Delusive hope ! In two months from the time
fixed tor our marriage she disappeared from the island. Site left a
letter in which she begged her father 's forg iveness for leaving him so
cruell y, but stated in justification that knowing his mind was irre-
vocabl y fixed on her union with me she had eloped with a gentleman
who had so entwined himsel f around her heart that she felt that she
could not be happy with  anyone else. This untoward event proved
to be a great blow to us all. Mr. Daley was quite  prostrated with
gr ief;  my uncle was furious with Alice , whom he called , in his rage,
"a heartless j ilt ; " and I was inconsolable. I made a vow never
again to fix my affections or pay addresses to any of the variable sex,
however fascinating, and I have most reli giousl y kept that protesta-
tion. Such , Mi\ Maitland , is the brief history of the sudden collapse
of my first and only courtshi p."

" Did you ever hear what became of your faithless fair one P "
.Tasked the ustiee.

" Sonic months af te r  her departure , her father received a com-
municat ion from her stating that she and her husband had arrived
safel y in England , and that  she was well and happy . She gave him
hcraddress in London , and hoped that  he had forgiven her, and that
he would leave Jamaica and join her, as her heart yearned to see him
once again. The old gentleman wasted no t ime , but left by the first
shi p ho could secure a passage in. A friend of ours, a planter , sailed
in the same vessel , and shortl y afterwards wc received a letter which
contained the shocking news that  the yellow fever had broken out on
board a few weeks after  the shi p had quitted our shore*, and that
one of its first victims was poor old Daley, who, weakened by age and
mental distress, had fallen an easy prey to the dreadful scourge ."

"Quite a domestic romance ," remarked Mr. Maitland. "How-
ever, as the details even at this late period of time must be exceed-
ingly painfu l to you , I will not speak further on the subject. To
return to the obj ect of your visit to me to-day. I am not inclined to
attach any serious importance to the anonymous letter. My idea is
that  the writer of this plausible epistle th inks  that  by acting on your
fears he will eventuall y be enabled to establish a system of
extortion."

"I thoug ht so, too ," said the other , "unt i l  th i s  morning, when
Armand , my valet , made a startling announcement to mc , and
on e 

" What was tha t  ? " quickl y interrup ted Mr. Maitland.
" It app ears that  for some t ime past an ill-lo oking t r am p has been

lurking about my house ," resumed Mr. Mordaunt ; " and his move-
ments were so susp icious that  they excited the a t t en t ion  of Armand."

"That  may be a part , of t h e  p lan ," remarked the sceptical
Justice. " I wi l l , however , issue immediate instructions that a close
watch shall be set on your residence , and if the fellow is again seen
in its vicinit y, he shall  be called upon to give an account of hims elf .
What  does vonr man take him to be V "

"A gi psy," answered Mr. Mordaunt .
"Have you , to your recollection , ever been harsh to  any member

of that  predator y tr ibe 'i " asked the magistrate.
"On the contrary, i have always given orders to my servants

never lo refuse any just appeal of t heirs . T'o tell  the t r u t h , 1 rather
admire the  dark-skinned roanung rogues. .1 here is a h-eedom and
an independence about the  genuine gi psy which pleases rue ."

" You do not know them so wel l as I do , Mr. .Mordaunt. J regret
to say tha t  in t h e  long course of my mag isterial  exp erience I have had
to hear many sad tales of t he i r  vice and del inquenc y , and have had
to make some sharp examp les among them. "

" I  know t h a t  there  are bla ck sheep to be found  in t in -  race,"
remarked the  o ther -, " but the same may be said of every class,
civilised or otherwise. I met w i t h  an excep tion ," added t h e  speaker ,
"soon a l t e r  my a rr ival  in th is  nei ghbourhood . I w i l l  relate the
incident  which led t o my in t roduc t ion  to bri ght , fearless , and honest
l i t t l e  Hicl iard Lee." Mr. Morduunl  t h e n  recounted to his host his
adventure  on Bag.shol Hea th , and the  subsequent disappearance fro m
school of his in teres t ing  p rotege .

"M y dear sir ," gravel y said his hearer , " 1 am afraid that  you
have u nknowing ly nursed a vi per in your bosom. Your benevolence
1ms been misp laced , and the boy is in some manner imp licated in the

affair of the letter , and the espionage to winch you have subse-
quentl y been subjected.-"

" I cannot believe it , sir ," warml y replied his friend. " The lad
had honesty and truthfulness written on every feature of his hand-
some and intelligent face."

"Wel l , well , Mr. Mordaunt , I will not seek to disillusionize you
as I can see that the snbject is distastefu l to you. I hope that my
surmise is unfounded , but we humble instruments of the law are apt
to jud ge by plain dry facts , and arc consequentl y neither to be carried
a.way by sentiment nor romance. You can rely, however , upon niy
giving yon every assistance , and yon may also rest assured that any
attemp t to molest you shal l , if possible, lie frustrated."

Mr. Mordaunt thanked the worth y mag istrate for his courtesy
and advice, and with a hearty shake of the hands the twain parted.

CHAPTER. VI.

It was trul y a dreary night that ushered in th e  events we are
about to relate. The snow had been falling very heavily all day and
it lay in huge drif ts , whither it had been blown by the infill"- north-
east winds which had prevailed since the commencement of the
storm. The tirs and the pine trees presented a fantastic appearance
thickl y covered as they were with a mantle of snow. The fields '
hills , and other landmarks were rendered quite unrecognisable from
the same cause. Here and there the few cottages that dotted the
dismal landscape stood out in bold relief , bnt from the gradual
accumulation of snow ujion the caves and chimneys they presented an
aspect desolate in the extreme. The sky was of a dul l , uniform
leaden colour, and from the stead y fall of the snow it was evident
that  there was but l i t t le , if any, prospect of the storm ceasing by the
morning. There were but few way farers to be seen, and those who
were unfortunatel y compelled by their avocations to be abroad made
for home as quickl y as possible.

Mr. Mordaunt , in consequence of the inclement weather, had not
stirred out that day, but had sat reading in the library. After  a late
dinner he had retired to his bedchamber, where a good fire was blaziii "
merril y on the hearth. His valet assisted him to undress, and when
he was comfortabl y wrapped in his warm dressing-gown , and was
nestling cosily in u large well-cushioned arm chair with a novel of
Smollet 's in his hand , he turned to Armand and said , " Pierre , I shall
not require your services any more to-ni ght. I shall sit up reading
for some time. I feel strangel y restless. I slept but l i t t l e  lastni ghi ,
and my nervous system seems thoroug hl y unhinged."

"I know that -  you wi l l  pardon me, sir, for a t tempt ing lo dictate
to you ," said Armand , " but why not leave this cold , cheerless land ,
and return to the West Indies. You have not been the same man
since you landed m this country. "

" You are qui te  right in 3-0111- remarks, my good follow," assented
his master. " I have not been well , cither mentall y or bodil y, since
I took up my abode here. But I am determined that my bones shall
be laid to rest in the land which gave me birth.  I appreciate your
concern , but the trop ics will never again be re-visited by inc."

The speaker then listlessl y turned over the pages of his book
whilst the valet busied himself in putt ing everything stra ight , before
leaving the room.

"Armand ," suddenl y said the gentleman , "has the storm
ceased r1 "

The valet went to the window and , drawing aside the heavy
curtains , peered forth. The snow Hakes were beating against tin
glass, and had formed qui te  a drift within the deep embrasure of the
easement. Having carefull y readjusted the curtains, Armand
advanced into the middle of the  apartment , and , with a shiver ,
answered, "I do not think , sir, (hat  the snow is falling quito so
heavil y as it was a short t ime ago."

" The roads must be almost impassable by this t ime ," remarked
Mr. Mordaunt. "Unless a thaw takes place within the next few
days our communication with the outside world will be cut off."

"The mail-carrier, sir," observed Armand , " told me, when he
called this morning, that he had great difficulty in getting here, as in
some places the snow drifts were several feet deep. Is there any-
thing else," he added , " I can do for yon , sir, before I leave Y"

" I think not , my good Armand ," rep lied the gentleman. " 1011
will not fail to call me at eight o'clock to-morrow morning. Good
ni ght."

The valet , having given the lire a final stir , softl y retired.
After  the departure of his servant , Mr. Mordaunt plunged into

the interestin g pages of clever Tobias Sniollct. He read industriousl y
on for at least an hour , and then closed the book just as the dial 011
the chimney-p iece musicall y chimed the  hour of eleven. The lire
was burn ing  w i t h  a bright glow , but the occupant of the room
apparentl y did not feel i ts warmth , for he shivered more than once.
He sat. musing, wi th  his head supported by one hand , and as the
rudd y li ght shone on his cleanly cut features , broad brow, and clear
dark eyes, a str iking profile was presented , that to a, spectator wou ld
have recalled the  port rait of one of those grandees of the Middle
A ges, whose names are forgot ten , but  whose features yet live on the
canvas of many an "Old Master. " The owner of the Limes was
apparentl y gazing at the embers , but  his thoug ht s  were far away.
He was t h ink ing ,  st rangel y enoug h , of lhat distant time when he
wandered side by side with the beaut i ful  Alice , ere the black cloud
came which dimmed the bri ght, sun of his hopes for ever. Her fa i r
face and wealth of golden tresses were shaded by the broad and

picturesque hat she wore. A mass of white flowing drapery eiicoui-



passed her fragile though graceful form . As she leant affection-
ately on his arm, with her bright happy face coy ly smiling upon him ,
she appeare d in his fond eyes to be the very incarnation of purit y
and innocence. They were sauntering slowly through the glades of
a tropical forest, whose huge umbrageous trees sheltered them from
the sultry rays of the fast sotting sun. Occasionally a bird of.
resplendent plumage or a brilliant insect flew by like a ray of light.
Overhead could be heard the twittering and singing of myriads of
birds. In every direction flowers and luxuriant, parasitical plants
displayed their varied beauties, and the air was filled with an almost
overpowering fragrance from the flora of this delightful region.
Choosing a suitable spot they sat down, and conversed on the happi-
ness which they thought was soon to be theirs. As Mr. Mordaunt
pictured that peaceful and lovely evening of the past long ago, and
conjured up in his " mind's eye " every winning grace and irresistible
charm of the fair girl who that night plighted her troth to him , a
flood of agony swept unstemmed through his frame, and the strong
man , whose life had been so embittered , silently wept, Thus absorbed
in a reverie of painful recollections , he did not at fi rst notice a. low
but distinct tapping on the outside of the window.

" Some poor bird dying with cold , and attracted by the li ght ,
seeks warmth ," he muttered at last.

The sound ceased for a few moments, but was presently renewed
more energetically than before.

Mr. Mordaunt's curiosity being now fairly aroused, he arose from
his seat, approached the casement, and drew back the curtains, when
a startling sight met his view. The light from the room shone full
on the window panes, and its reflection revealed a white and terrified
face, that under the peculiar circumstances looked ghastly.
Approaching nearer the gentleman utterod an oxclamation of joyful
surprise. His next movement was to open the casement and assist
the intruder, who had so strangoly sought admittance, into the
nparment.

His after proceeding, to an observer, would have appeared
singular to a degree, as he clasped the now-comer in his arms, and
kissed him warmly on both cheeks.

" Richard , my dear boy, how glad I am to seo you once more.
But why take this curious method of gaining admittance ? Where
have you been ? "

" I was waylaid and taken back to the tents, and to my mother,"
answered the youth , with a shudder. " I havo much to tell yon , sir ,"
ho went on. " I am pleased to see you well , Mr. Mordaunt. I was
afraid I should bo too late."

" Too late ! " exclaimed the gontleman, smiling. " I am sadl y
afraid , Richard , that you allow your natural love for romance to get
the better of you. However, I will not prejud ge you. First, let me
ask if you are in need of refreshment ; tho iiight is bitterl y cold , and
you look fatiguod."

" Thank you, sir, I am tired , but I require nothing save rest. I
shall soon recover, as I havo been used all my life to hardship and
exposure to every kind of weathor."

"Well , well ," said his companion ; "I will give you a glass of
wine, at any rate."

The lad removod his wet outer garments, and took a seat near the
fire.

Mr, Mordaunt handed him the wine, and patting his clustering
hair, considerately said , "I am very anxious to hear your adventures
since you so mysteriously disappeared from school some time ago,
but if you do not feel equal to the task to-ni ght you may defer the
communication until to-morrow. All the household are in bed ; you
can , however, sleep on tho couch in this room. I daresay wo shall
find some wraps in yonder linen press."

Without replying to these remarks the boy, with a scared look
upon his face, strangely enquired , " Arc all the doors and windows
fastened , sir ? Have you any firearms in the house ? "

Mr. Mordaunt was inclined to laugh at these questions , but there
was such a terrible earnestness in the lad's manner that forbade the
idea of his treating the matter too li ghtl y.

"Your questions are very startling , Lee ; yet to allay your evident
anxiety on the subject I wil l  say that  the house is well secured in
every respect against marauders. Do you antici pate danger to me
or mine Y ''

" Yes, sir, I do," was the short rep ly.n ' Well , then tell me your story, and I shall be able to jud ge
whether your susp icions are soundl y based or not, I may, however,
tell yon that certain incidents have occurred recentl y which tend to
bear out your supposition that danger is abroad."

As the lad's narrative was many times interrup ted by the qnes
tions and general remarks of Mr. Mordaunt , wc will relate it in 0111
own words.

The reader is already aware that young Lee disappeared at the
conclusion of a football match , and that the most searching enquiries
as to his whereabouts were made for week's after. The circumstances
which took place subsequent to that event we will now detail. Lee
had particularl y distinguished himself in the game, and on his way
back to the school , being somewhat fati gued with his exertions , he
lagged behind the rest of his p laymates. At the bend of a dark lane
lie heard a slight rustling in the bushes which skirted the road.
With a boy's natural curiosity he approached the spot to ascertain
the cause, when , to his dismay, a man darted out fro m a gap in the
hedge, and before he had time to shout for assistance, he found
himself pinioned in a powerful grasp, and a voice, whose harsh tones
he knew but too well , hissed out, " So, my young cub, you arc nabbed

at last. It is of no use your strugg ling ; come along quietl y, or I
will make it the worse for you."

The poor lad , with a cold feeling of despair at his heart , and
knowing the violent temper and determination of his uncle, for it was
Hugh who had captured him , ceased to resist, and cast-in™ one sad
look in tho direction of the road taken by his schoolfellows he
dejectedly followed the ruffian. The roads taken by Hugh were but
little frequented , and as darkness set in soon after the abduction , poor
Lee was quite unable to note by what route he was being conveyed.
They walked some miles, and just as a distant clock struck nine a
bright light was seen glittering amongst tho leafless trees of a wood ,
Richard was then surlily commanded hy his compan ion to hasten his
steps as his journey for the present was at an end. The hapless
youth gave an involuntary shudder, and sighed deep ly' when he found
himself once more surrounded by his quondam associates. A huge
fire was burning in an open space, and several gipsies were smokin"
their pipes and lazil y basking in its genial warmth." Upon the
approach of the new-comers they started to their feet in some alarm ,
but a few words from Hugh reassured them and they resumed their
listless, recumbent positions.

Presently a %voman descended from a caravan and approached the
spot where Leo had thrown himself down overcome with grief and
fatigue. In a voice of sarcastic bitterness she exclaimed , " Ha , Dick,
I welcome yo home again ! Have ye no kissos to give to th y fond
mother who has missed ye so much , and whose heart strings arc
almost bursting at beholding ye once more?"

Tho lad slowly raised himsel f from the prostrate position ho had
assumed, and stared wildly at the speaker, who stood where the
blaze from tho fire shone fully upon her. Her raven tresses were
partly confined by a crimson 'kerchief , her swarth y complexion
glowed with health , her dark glistening eyes flashed in tho gleaming
light, and her tall , lithe form was dramaticall y posed.

"What , still silent ?" she continued , in mocking accents. " Un-
grateful boy ! Is this the return ye make for all my fostering care ?"
Then suddenly7 altering her bantering tone, she fiercel y added ,
"Arouse thee from thy stupor thou devil's cub , or a thick cudgel
shall be laid across thy shoulders ! "

Tho youth gave a visible tremor and then stood defiantl y erect.
" You may threaten me with blows ," he said , " but I fear ( hem not.
You have brought me back to the tents , and I hale you for it. You
may slowly starve me, or k i l l  mc outri ght , but 1 w il l  not resume the
wretched life I tied from."

These words wero spoken in a fearless manner tha t  could not bo
mistaken.

Hugh scowled , and lifted his stick in a threatening way, but the
female gipsy raised her hand dcprecantl y, and quietl y said , "Well ,
well , my son , we shal l seo whether a bread and water diet will  not
lower th y fiery disposition , and bring ye back to a more pliant mood.
Nat," said she, turning to one of the fellows sitting by the fire ,
"keep an eye upon this runaway. If he attempts to movo from thi s
spot without permission thrash him well."

Havi.ig uttere d this maternal injunction she returned to the van
in company with her brother. Shortly afterwards the latter
reappeared , and in a surly voieo ordered Richard to enter tho
caravan. Upon entering, he porceivod his mother by tho imperfect
light of an oil lamp, sitting on a low stool industriousl y knitting an
article of attire. She motioned him to be seated , and agreeably to
the threat she had made she bade him partake of some bread and
water, which were placed on a small table. The lad , who had not
broken his fast since mid-day, was glad to avail himself of this fare ,
meagre though it was.

During tho interval that had elapsed between his enforced return
to the camp and the present moment , Lee had conic to the conclusion
that to put himself in opposition to his mother or her rullianl y brother
would be impolitic. His best course, he had also decided , would be
to quietly accept the situation , and by lull ing susp icion pave the way
to another escape. That night the lad slep t undisturbed in tho
caravan. He was aroused next morning by the rough joltin g of (he
house on wheels, which was being occasioned by its being removed
from the camp. He hurriedl y arose from his rude couch , and openin "
the shutter of one of the windows gazed forth. The vehicle, which
on account of its unusual size, was drawn by two powerful hoiscs, ho
perceived was on the high road , but in consequence of the darkness
of the early winter  morn the surrounding objects were not discernible.

He heard a movement behind h im , and f l i c  harsh voice of his
mother said, " Dick , I fo rbid ye to look abroad, if I catch ye niakiii "
signs to the passers by 1 will  have ye chained to a log l ike  a dog."

With a heavy sigh the unfortunate youth left the lattice , and in
a dejected manner f lung himself upon ( lie rags he had just  quitted.
The woman looked at h in t  for a few moments with a sneering expres-
sion up on her dark face , but did not again address him for some
time.

The caravan jogged along for severa l hours , and at last was
brought to a standstill for the night on a waste p iece of common
land, it  was halted near a dense copse of fir trees (hat gave a
welcome shelter from the cu t t ing  north-east wind then rag ing. Lee's
mother, as the day wore on , grew less stern in her manner , and had
allowed him a l i t t le  more freedom of action. This was doubtless due
to the fact that he had promised her thai he would not , seek to attract,
the attention of the peop le they met on tho road. The shut-tors of
the six little windows that gave li ght to the Iwo compartments of the
caravan was open , and consequentl y it would have been an easy
matter for Leo to have called for assistance from the inhabitants of



several small villages they passed through during their jo urney.
U pon rolled ion Ihe propriety of his doing so appeared useless.
What could he say r1 He had ran away from his mother and had
been recaptured. It was true he had been cruell y beaten and badl y
fed before he le ft  her guardianship, but at the present time he was
well clothed and ph ysicall y in good condit ion.  Who would believe
the romantic story of his adop tion by Mr. Mordaunt ? None. About
four o'clock in Ihe  afternoon , Lee was left ,  alone. Before leaving, his
mother gave him to understand that ,  she would not be long absent.
She, however , took the precaution of locking the door. Eor a littl e
time Ihe lad amused himself by turning over the pages of a dog cared
and otherwise dilap idated copy of Defoe 's fascinating romance ,
" Robins on Crusoe," which formed his sole literary treasure. Wearied
at last , he (dosed the volume and went to the inner room tha t  con-
sti tuted the sleeping apartment of his mother. It was in perfect
darkness , but the  y outh  mechanicall y opened the shutter of the
narrow wind ow and looked fort h in to  t he  fast gathering gloom. The
wind was moan ing mourn fu l l y amongst t he  bare branches of the
gaunt looking trees, and the general features of the landscape were
black and forbiddin g. Lee was about  to close the shutter when the
sound of low voices fell upon his  ear. He could not see the speakers
as they were beyond the  rays of a lantern which was hang ing to a
free , but .  he could pla in l y distinguish the tones of his mother and
Hugh. Urged by an una ccountable feeling of curiosit y he cautiousl y
undid a pane of glass that , did occasional dut y as a ventilator, and
overheard the conversation which will  bo narrated in the next
chap ter.

CHAPTER VII .

" Hid ye meet wi th  him ?" Ruth  was say ing.
"No , ho was away," answered Ral ph. "J left word that ye

wished to see him here to-ni ght , Hist ! 1 hear a rustic in the
thicket yonder. "

In a few moments a firm tread was heard on f l ic  frosty ground ,
and Lee saw a tall  shadowy form emerge from the copse and approach
to the liu 'ht of the  lantern , and a voice, whose accents sounded clear
and sharp, said , " flood evening. Ru th . "

The woman merel y replied , " Speak low, unless ye wish to be
heard by those who may blab."

¦' You have been successful , T suppose r was the next remark of
(he new comer.

" Ave , we have him safel y caged yonder ," was (he answer.
"Is" he well ? "
" Oh , yes. but as stubborn as ever. I have'had to keep a sharp

eye on h im , or he would have shown us a clean pair of heels ."

" lha t  must not bo, said the interrogator. " You must keep himfor the present in close confinement , my scheme is not yet mature 1I have recently made a surprising discovery, " he continued. " | ]lav 'accidentall y come across one whom I thought was some thousands ofmiles distant. You havo not yet told me whore you found the bov "" It is a long story," said Ruth. > '
" Keep yourself to the plain facts , and make tho communication

as short as possible ," remarked the other, curtly .
" \ e  have to thank my brother for the trouble ho took in thematter.  For some weeks ho tramped throug h the nom-hboni 'inrr

villages and towns making enquiries as he went , but without success'
One evening on his way to Ri pley—near where our camp was pitched
—he passed through Chertsey, and at a short distance fro m that
place he saw a gentleman and a, lad some few yards in front of h im
Their backs were towards him , but it struck him that the lad was
Dick. To make sure of it he scrambled through the hi gh hcd"-e that
skirled (ho turnp ike , and keep ing well wi th in  the shadow "

of tho
bushes he overtook them and found that ,  the boy was indeed our
runaway , l ie  dogged their steps and saw them enter a I a lye old-
fashioned house. Me hung about the neighbourhood for iWT-* .,.,,1
weeks 111 the hope of catching Dick alone , but the lad never went outunattended. The gentleman had evidentl y taken a, likino- to the
youngster , for he appeared to treat him as a son. The hoTise they
occup ied is called the Limes."

" The Limes ! " ejaculated her hearer. " Did your brother ascer-tain the owner 's name ? Was it, Mordaunt? "
" Aye," assented the woman. " Do ye know him ? "
" How strange," murmured the man , not heeding the query. " H G

lit t le thought who it was he was protecting. Well", go on with your
story."

" Hugh at last found out ," resumed Ruth , " that Dick was to be
sent to a large school some distance away . One morning tho lad in
company with Mr. Mordaunt , left the house and waited at the fop of
the lane for the coach. Dick started off alone. My brother follow..,!
but as he knew the name of the p lace whi ther  the boy was bound , he
did not exert himself to keep up with the coach . After spy ino- aliout
the nei ghbourhood of the school for severa l weeks he was

0 
luck y

enoug h to waylay the youngster two days ago on his return from
some boy ish sports."

"You must not allow him to escape again ; use ^vevy precaution ,"
said the man , " but treat him kindl y. Poor lad , he has had a har d
time of it. I have often thoug ht of him , and it has grieved me to
th ink  of the stern necessity that led to his being p laced under your
charge."

(To be continued in our next).
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