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C O N T E N T S .

THE CENTENARY FESTI VAL OF THE ROTAL
MASONIC INSTITUTION FOR BOYS.

The earlier stage of this great Anniversary, to which we
have been looking forward wilh such eager expectation , took
place at the Royal Albert Hall , South Kensington , on Tuesday,
when , in the presence of a vast number of the friends and
supporters of the Insti tut ion , her Royal Hig hness the Princess
of WALES—who was accompanied by the Prince , H.R.H. the
M.W. Grand Master and President—was graciousl y pleased to
distribute the prizes annuall y awarded for proficiency and good
conduct. Ordinaril y, this important function is held in the great
Assembl y Hall of the School at Wood Green , but not onl y
was it considered necessary to trive to it more than the
usual ccl a I , but—what is still  more to the point—capacious
as is this Hall , it could nol have accommodated one half ,
or it may be one-fourth , of the peop le l hat were desirous
of being present , to say nothing of the greater accessibilit y
of the Albert Hall. As may easil y be imagined ,
the gathering und er the exceptionall y favourable circum-
stances which attended it , was a magnificent success. The
chief dignitaries of the Order under his Roval l l i trhness the
(iran d Master were mostl y in a t tendance to witness the pro-
ceedings , and the gr>*at interest  which the Princess of WALES
has always t aken in th ings .Masonic proved so contag ious lhat
by far the better half of lhe- assembled comp any was composed
oi ladies. As r**»vinls llie proceedings fbemseJves , .save a.s lo
tlie unusual bril l ianc y of thei r  surroundin gs , tln -y were lhe same
as it has been our privil ege to record for very many years. The
recitations and vocal and ins t rumenta l  music wen- omitted from
the pr ogramme , but comp ensation was found for th i s  and other
omissions that may have - he-en made in lhe enthus iasm lhat was
shown by all present , boys , ladies , and brethren.  It is unnecessar y
to say more of the part un der taken  by the Princess than tha t  it
was performed will ) , il possible , more than her usual kindness
and grace. Kvery boy who had the good for lnne to receive at
h<*r hands the prize awarded him for his knowled ge , conduct , or
skil l , must feel encouraged by her k i n d l y  smile when hand ing  him
his medal or books to strive to win still  fu r the r  honour  dur ing
his scholasti c career , and in that after  life of honest and honourable
competi t ion , of which if is the prep aratory stage-. In other
respects , there* is l i t t le for u^. to say, especiall y as a ful l  report
°f the m eet in g wil l  be found elsewhere in our columns.  The
speeches wen: few in number , but brief and to the p oint , the
few rem arks made by his Roval Hi ghness , in acknowled ging
the vole of t hanks  t o t h e  Princess , which was passed amid even
possib le m anifes ta t ion of en thus iasm , being most hrar t i l j
acclaimed by the meeting.

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES.

It is evident from the tenour of the discussion that followed
the question put by Rro. REGINALD J. MURE at the Quarterly
Meeting of Mark Grand Lodge on Tuesday , the 31st ult., on
the subject of the confirmation of minutes that sooner or later
thc matter will be brought to our .not i ce still more prominentl y
than it was at the recent Mark communication. Then the debate
followed the mere putting of a question in referen ce to certain
correspondence which was contained in the Report of the
General Hoard , but in the course of his remarks Bro. JOHN
STRACHAN , (J.C.—who has so latel y been appointed Grand
Reg istrar in Craft Masonry—was pleased to say that "this very
question of what was thc meaning of thc confirmation was
being considered elsewhere , and it might be that action would
be taken thereon , and the subject brought before Grand Lod ge."
We welcome the prospect of the discussion which appears to be
awaiting us on more grounds than one , but more particularl y
because wc hope that the law , as it is now set forth in the statute
book will  remain unaltered , and wc believe that the more
thoroug hl y the matter is considered , the more likel y is it that the
law will remain , in effect , if not in the actual words , precisely
what it is at this moment. Rro. J. J. LAMBERT , Past Prov. Grand
Registrar Lancashire , who initiated the correspondence
which appears in thc Report of (lie General Board ,
expressed a wish that the Grand Secretary—Bro. C. F.
MATIER—would take the op inion of the said Board for
the followin g questions : " Except as regards the con-
firmation of the election of Master , or where specially
require d by the Bye-Laws of any Bod ge, is it necessary or
proper to confi rm the minutes of each regular meeting of a
Lod ge, or should a vote be taken only upon the simp le question
as to whether  the Minutes  of the preceding meeting have been
correctly recorded ?" Having pointed out fi rstly that a differen ce
exists in the practice of private lod ges, some requirin g that the
minutes shall be confirmed , while others are content with a pro-
position put from the chair as to the minutes being correctly
recorded ; and , secondl y, lhat in " municipal  and other matters
it is only  considered necessary lo confirm (he proceedings of an
inferior hutlv. " I' m. L.UN'KKT narrated thc circumstances
which had led him to submit  his question , and conclude d his le t ter
by submi t t ing  " that th e ' N. B. ' to Regulation 126 "—see Mark
Book of Constituti ons , p. 42— " is misleading and irregular ,
and lhat on l y in the case of the  Election of W.M. is it nec essary
to confirm (he minutes  ; and even in this case it is not the
minutes  that are conf i rmed , but the election ol the W M. as
recorded in the minutes. ' Bro. M U R E , 111 bringing the matter
before Mark G. Lodge expressed himself in a similar sense as to
the word "conf i rmat ion " in said Art icle  126 bein g mi sleadin g,
and added that in Societies outside ; Masonr y and [oint Stock
Companies , " Conf i rmat ion  of minutes  merel y meant  tha t  the
minutes  were correct ly  recorded. " The General  Beard , however ,
is not of th i s  op inion , as it i n s t r u c t e d  G. Secretary M A TIER ,
to slate in rep lv to Bro. LA M B E R T ' S i n q u i r v , " that  in t h e i r
op inion , Minn ie s  o f a  Lodge , w h e t h e r  re la t ing  to Grants  of Money ,
or to General  Business , should always be pu t  for ' c o n f i r m a t i o n , '
which is the word a lway s used in the Book of C o n s t i t u t i o n s . "
Bro. M U R K  is reported to have t aken  excep t ion to l h e  Grand
Secretary 's le t t e r  on the ground that  it did not answer  the
question , and (he President of (lie Genera! Board — Bro . R .
LO V E L A N D  LO V E L A N D , O.C , appears to have been of the same



op in ion .  It seems to us , however , that Bro. M ATIF.R 'S answer
met the question fairl y and squarel y. He was asked to obtain
the Board' s op inion upon the point as to whether—( i)  it was
necessary or proper that the minutes  of each regular meeting of
a Lodo-e should be conf i rmed ; or (2) whether , as Bro. M U R E
put it , " Conf i rmat ion  of m i n u t e s  merel y meant that  the minutes
were correctl y recorded ," and his rep ly, made in accordance with
the Board ' s ins t ruct ions , was to the effect that  it was their

op inion  tin ; Minu t e s  of a Lod ge must  always be put for con-
firmation ,' which is not onl y , as Grand Secretary put it , " the
word always used in the Book of Consti tut ions ," but what is still
more to the purpose , the  word used and italicised by Bro.
LAMBERT in the question up on which he requested the Board s

op inion.  Will you , savs lie in effect , obtain t h e i r  op in ion  on the
questions , " is it necessary or proper to confi rm the minu tes  of
each regular meeting of a lod ge, or should a vole be taken ,"
&c, &c. ? and the Grand Secretary rep lies that the Board con-
siders that minutes  " should always be put for ' confirmation/  "
the reason he gave being that that was what the Book of Con-
sti tutions required lo be done . There is nothing misleading in
this answer, nor do we see how the question could have been
answered more directly .

The matter , however , to which we are desirous of calling
attention , is that , with all due deference to Bro. LAMBERT and
those who are of his op inion , the interpretat ion he has put upon
Article 126 , Mark Pi. of C, is an erroneous one. We demur to
Bro. LAMBERT 'S view " that the ' X.B. ' to Regulation 126 is mis-
leading and irregular , and that  onl y in the case of the election
'of W.M. is it necessary to con/ inn the minutes , and even in this
cast? it is not the minu t es  that are conf i rmed ,  but the  election of
the W.M. as recorded in the minutes . " As regards the " N.B. ' in
Art ic le  126 being " irregular and misleading , " and premising (hat
the Mark Rules on the subject of " con f i rma t ion  " of m i n u t e s
are , ri-rhtil i i i i , almost precisely the same as those of Craft  Masonry,
we are of op inion that " N B. is both regular and necessary .
The clause in the Mark Rul e  12b , reads " N.B. — M i n u t e s  can be
confi rmed on ly  at the next  rr o' i t l t t r  meet ing of the Lod ge ,"
while the .|lh clause of Art ic le  172 , B.C., of the Craft  is , as
we haye said , almost ¦v-7- - * / - " -- - t he  same , but  the  word " regular "
is not pr inted in i tal i cs.  It app ears to us (ha t  (his " N.B. " is
both " regular and necessary ," in order that  W. Masters and
others who are supposed to have some knowled ge of our laws
anil  lo be qual i f ied lo in t e rp re t  th em , may know tha t  it is onl y al
a regular stated meeling of a lod ge that  the minu te s  of a meet-
ing held previous l y can be conf i rmed  ; in o ther  words , (ha t
m i n u t e s  cannot be conf i rmed al a xin ' c t t t l  or eim ri/ inil meel ing.
The next  in t e rp re ta t ion  which Bro. LA M B E R T  places on tha i  pari
of Art icle < * ( ¦  of lhe  Mark  B. of C.—which in th i s  and other  re-
sp ects  an- the  same as Art ic le  i ," o , C r a f t  B. of C .— t h a t  t r ea t s  of
the c o n f i r m a t ion of n i i i i u l e s , 'fhe Law provides— " At (he ne \(
regular m e e t i n g "—thai is , af ter  tbe new Mast er  has been
elected—" t h e  f i r s t  business  a l t e r  t h e  op e n i ng  of t h e  lod ge sha l l

be t h e  read ing  of t h e  m i n u t e s  ol t h e  preced ing  m e e t i ng ,  and  il
t hey  be c o n f i r m e d , so far .  at  least , as r e l a t e s  to  t h e  E l e c t i o n  of

Mas te r , he --.ha l l  be deemed lo be du l y E l rc l rd , " Mc ., Mc It
Seems to US to be d i f l i c i i l l  even lo  i mp o s s i b i l i ty  to t w i s t  these

words so as to impose upon t h e m  a m e a n i n g  w h i c h , we are
persuaded , they  were neve r  i n te n d e d  lo bear. Bro . LA M B E R T ' S
n a t u r a l  ac u m e n  fa i l s  h im when he goes on lo exp la in  l h a t
" even in t h i s  case it is mil l l x *  n i i i i u l e s  t h a t  are c o n f i r m ed ,
but  l he  E lec t ion  of lhe  W.M.  as recorded in the  m i n u t e s . " If
Bro . LA M B E R T  had t a k e n  as much  t r o u b l e  to i n t e rp r e t

t h e  A r t i c l e  in i l s  n a t u r a l  sense , as In -  has  been to  fo rce

up on il a n o n - n a t u r a l  one , w h i c h  in a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  t h e  f r a m e r s  ol

t h e  presen t  Law > nevrr  m-n d r e a m t  ol , I n *  wou ld  have  n - a l i x - d

t h a t  i l l - *  l a w  has  a l a r  h i g her  op i n i o n  ol e o i i l i r m a l i o n  o| m i n u t e s

t h a n  he app ears  In  base . h i> nol a mere  v e r i f i c a t i o n  oi Ihe
cor rec tness  et l h e  record ol w h a t  w a a  done , b u t  a c o n f i r m a -
t i o n  in  l h e  - ense  ol a rai i l n . i t  i nn  of w h a t  w a a  dom* or decided

to  b< - done , M I  t h a i  l h e  lod ge m.'iv be able , i l  il t h i n k s  prop er , t o

re< o i i s i d e r  t h e  p foi  e i - d i n g - - of l l n *  p r e c e d i ng  m e e t i n g .  B u l  t i n -

l aw  is \ e rv  p a r t i c u l a r  in  l a \ i n g  il  d o w n  l l i a t  l h e  new . M a M ' t  < > |  a
lod ge s h a l l  be ret.- i i l . n l v  e l e c t e d  at  one - t a t e - l  m e e l i n g ,  and  i j

Mich e h - i i i o n  is  1 o i i l i r i u e i l  a t  l h e  n e \ t , t h e n , a n d  t h e n  o n l v ,
1 an  he lie i n s t a l l e d  in t h e  ( . h a i r .  ' I  I n *  m e a n i n g  of t h e  pr u \  i.- .ion i -

this—Minutes of meetings must be confirmed, i.e., ratified at a
subsequent , but  not necessarily the next regular, meeting,
except iii the case of the minutes relating to the election of a
new Master who must be installed at thc next regular meeting
subj ect to the indispensable condition (hat the choice of
the members in respect of their AV. Master for the ensuing
year i.s ra t i f ied in the manner  prescribed by the law—that is
to say , by the confirmat ion of this par t icular  portion of the
minutes .  The other portions of thc minutes may be confirmed
or non-confirmed, that matters not as regards the carry ing on of
the lodge, but in the case of an election of a new W.M. con-
firmation is necessary or there can be no ins ta l la t ion ,

We shall not , for the present , at all events , carry the argu-
ment ,  f u r t h e r , but we shall gladl y give publicity to the op inions
of those who take a special interest in this  question.

ROYAL MASONIC INS TIT UTION FOR BOYS.

DISTRIBUTION OF PRIZES HY H.R.H. THE PRINCESS
Oh" WALES.

Her Royal Highness the Princess of Wales, on Tuesday afternoon ,
attended at the Royal Albert Hall for the purpose of presenting * the prizes
to the successful pup ils of the Royal Masonic Institution " for Boys. Her
Royal Hig hness was accompanied by the Most Worship ful Grand Master ,
H.R.H. the Prince of Wales ; the Earl of Lathom , Pro Grand Master ;
Earl Amherst , Deputy Grand Master , and Countess Amherst ; while in
attendance on her Royal Hi ghness was I.ady Emily Kingscote , and on
H.R.H. the Prince of Wales Major-General Sir Stanley Clarke. Bro.
Lord Llangattock , Prov. G.M.South Wales (E.D.), and Lady Llangattock ;
Bro. the Earl of Radnor , Prov. G.M. Wilts ; Bro. Lord Leigh , Prov.
G.M. Warwickshire , and Lady Leigh ; Bro. VV. W. B. Beach , Prov.
G.M. Hants and the Isle ol Wi gh t ;  Bro. Lord Skelmersdale , and Lady
Templetown were among other distinguished persons who had seats neir
their Royal Highnesses.

The Royal party was received by the members of the Board of Manage-
ment , Bros. C. E. Keyser , Treasurer ; the Rev. H. Hebb , Head Master
of the School ; and J. M. McLeod , Secretary.

On the Princess ol" Wales taking her stand at the table, Miss Keyser ,
daughter of the Treasurer , who has promised £yh 10 towards building the
chaptl for the ncw School shortl y to be erected at Bushey , presented her
Roya l Highness with a handsome bouquet. The whole of the company
then joined in sing ing the National Anthem , Bro. G. !< *. Smith , Past Grand
Organist , play ing thc organ. The solo was rendered by Mr. Herbert
Hilton.

lhe following is the report of the Head Master , (he Rev. Harry Hebb ,
a copy of which was in the hands of all the company. The report and the
list of prizes and their winners were printed by the boys at the School , and
the work was hi ghl y creditable *.

Gentlemen ,—
I have (he honour (0 submit  to yon for the n in th  t ime a short

account of the work and conduct of the School d u r i n g  the past year.
'The work has been tested in a variety nf ways.
Eirsl , by the 'Teaching Staff ; fu l l  delails have been laid before you by mc at

your successive monthl y meetings.
Secondl y, by outside Examiners  ¦— the Rev. T. J. Sanderson , M.A., late

EL-D OW of Clare College , Cambrid ge (" appointed by the University of Cambrid ge
Syndicate for the Examinat ion of Schools), Edwin Lott , Esq., Mus. Doc , and
Inspectors irom South Kensin g ton —who periodicall y visit tbe Classes in Mathe-
matics and Natura l  Science . The report of Mr. Sanderson dealing with th e
genera l class-work of every boy in the School lias been published in full for the
informat ion of f r iends  of the School , and I would , therefore , onl y call at tention
here to the words in which he sum* , up a long and minute  report *. " A satisfacto ry
Examina t ion  was passed , showing a general impr ovement since my last visit. The
disci p line of the School , so far as it came under my notice , was excellent. " Or.
I.ott also states tha t  the work and progress of lhe year have been better than ever
before.

'Thirdl y, very many boys have entered for public examinat ions of var ious
kinds. I append a list of these and 1 can honestl y say that if in some previou s
year the number of certificates has been sli ghtl y greater , yet the work has never
been 01 fuller  or better i ju. i l i t y.  I would espe ciall y call at tention l o t h e  successes
of J . A. Coup land gained direct from the School.

In forming a jud gment on th ' * work of the School we oug ht to consider two
points.

The lirst is that  owing to the  insuffici ent  accommodation of our buildings we
have lo discbarg e nearl y all  our buys a.s soon as tbey reach 15—the number over
that  age bein g at present onl y seven. How terr ib l y th is  cramp s me in the
organis ing of a boy ' s educat ional  l i fe  '. How hardl y it presses on the boys
themselves . A large proport ion / . . . must  enter for the Cambrid ge Local Juni or
at 1 1. ! at ihe  latest  or th< y cannot  en ter  at  all .  'The candidates for lhe Senior
are ol course in a s t i l l  worse case. It  means in fact that in a School where from
the  very n a t u r e  of t h i n g s  development  is later and the preparation need s to be
more del iberate  than  usual , boy ¦ are undu l y hur r ied  in order to gain these certifi -
cate '; br lorc  leavin g School , and fai l  to do theniselve ful l  ju stice. I rejoice great ly
tha t  t h e  generos i t y  of t he  Cul t  in Ih is  centenar y year is supp l y ing us w ith  large r
and be t te r  cpii ppcd bu i l d ings  at  Mu-diey, whereb y we sha ll  be enabled largely to
incrcise  the n u m b e r  of boy- . r ( l a ined  to a hi g her a*;e. This wil l  enab le us to
take  our  pal . l ie  e x a m i n a t i o n s  more de l ibera te l y, to get in to  touch wi th  th e hig her
e x a m i n a t i o n s , and s o l o  es tab l i sh  a d e f i n i t e  and p ermanent  standar d of educa tion
in lhe  Si hool.

'The •¦¦ecoii d po in t  for considerat ion is the  very wid e t r a in ing  the School is
no w •a. 'n i n g .  Si,on a - , our school l i f e  is , yet it is not focusscd on any s)J)g '1-
K x a i i i i n n t n m , l e i n p i i n g  u ¦ to i r am.  A l i m i t a t i o n  of tha t  k ind  mi g ht br ini ! »*¦ * '
b*w l e c e r l i i i .  .!.¦ . , |,'„1 ii wou ld  f o  d i v  l i m i t  t be  educa t ion  th e  school oug ht to
¦ * * i < * . 1 J , ea- :ri , , l  , , ,  „ , . ) ; , .  , *-„. r m n . a i l u m  a- , wide as possible Thu s in additi on



to the subjects usually taken in schools of this class , every boy is taug ht to sing
at sight , to produce his voice in a proper way, and as he reaches the top of thc
School , to know something of thc theory of music. Every boy is taug ht the
elements of shorthand. The Medical Oflicer has commenced a yearly course of
lectures on ambulance work. There arc special classes for instruc tion in photo-
graphy, for tbe stud y of facts connected with railways, for teaching some fuller
knowledge of the Colonies. There is a club for the stud y of field botany.
These and other similar things are giving our boys some breadth of cultivation ,
and have already told most favourabl y in the development of mind and character .
If you view our work in this li ght , you will  agree with me in say ing that our
results in public examinations are satisfactory. Similarl y, much organised work
has been done during the year by means of lectures (usuall y illustrated by thc
lantern) given at regular intervals on winter evenings by Assistant Masters and
friends . The subjects have taken a wide ra n ge f .e .  " Charles Dickens ," '* Wild
Flowers ," " North Sea Fishes," "Travels in Canada ," " Thc New River ," " Dutch
Republic," " Greek and Roman Athletics." Moreover , wc have enjoyed several
entertainments at the School , such as the annual  concert given by the Derby
Allcroft Lodge, and by the generosity of the members of thc Board and other
brethren , selected boys have been able to sec plays of Shakespeare and other
excellent p lays at the London theatres. All this serves (in my jud gment) a very
valuable educational purpose.

On behalf of the School I offe r heart y thanks lo all the kind friends who
have by lectures and entertainments contributed to make our life happy and
homelike ; to those who have given us prizes for sports or for school work ; to
those also who have sent us subscri ptions or books for our Library and Reading
Rooms. As Head Master , I prize these invitations and gi fts most of all for thc
sympath y and appreciation which they are intended to mark. ""

Another department in the life of thc School deserves attention . I am
exhibiting some of the work done this  term in the carpentry, printing and book-
binding shops , and I append a list of the articles and of the names of the boys
who have made them. Some of the work is of a hi gh merit. But 1 would care-
full y remind you that the whole of this work (as well as the print in g of the School
Magazine—one of the best "got up " of School Magazines) is done as a voluntary
occupation—in out-of-School hours. The value to a boarding school of this
department of work , which is now taken up by over 50 boys, can hardl y be over-
estimated.

But we have not neg lected thc physical side of education. We have done
fairly well in our matches al football and cricket with other schools , and practi-
cally every boy spends some part of every day at cricket , football , hockey, fives ,
gymnastics. I oug ht to say that thanks to Mr. Roberts , who takes an especial
interest in the games of the School , and to G. Jones (late of the Surrey Eleven)
who has been our Cricket Professional for thc last two years , we have an
exceptional amount of cricketing promise amongst the younger boys. This will
happ il y find in the p lay ing fields at Bushey ample scope for development.

On the whole, I think that the year has been onc of progress in work and
conduct. The future , too, is more hopeful. We have had , of course , many dis-
appointments , many failures , and some things to regret. These are inevitable
in a large School like ours . We have lately been under tbe shadow of a great
grief. That has , 1 hope and believe , not been without its deep and lasting lessons
for us all. But on the whole the School is distinctly better than it was a year
ago. Very much of this is due to my staff of Masters , whom I take this public
opportunity of thanking most heartil y. Our relations have been of the mosl
cordial kind , and I appreciate more than I can say , not onl y their admirable work ,
but their sympath y and kindness towards mc in times of difficulty and trouble. 1
thank also the Matron , whose dili gence in her never-ending duties , and whose
care for thc comfort of the boy s arc worth y of great praise, and of my hi gh
appreciation. Nor must I fail to express my gratitude to thc Medical Officer ,
whose skill and assiduity have kept lhe School cjuitc Irec from any outb reak of
serious illness. And if I may, gentlemen , I should like to thank you all , and Bro.
McLeod as well , for many acts of kindness and many expressions of confidence
towards me. Vou have so often encouraged me in the moments of despondency ,
so often looked li ghtl y on my shortcomings , that I should be ungrateful , indeed ,
if I did not believe and say that no I lead Master could serve under a more hel pful
or considerate Governing Body.

1 have thc honour to be, gentlemen .
Your obedient servant ,

H . A K R V  Hi i i i i ; .

Bro. Rn I I A I U I  EVE , P.G.T., then lose and said hc felt it his duty, ab
Chairman of the Board of Management , to make a few observations. It
had been the usual custom at the distribution of prizes before the annual
Eestival of the Institution for the Board of Alanagement to invite the
Stewards of thc Eestival , their friends and supporters of the Institution , lo
the distribution of prizes previous to the Festival. They were deli ghted to
find such a sp lendid assembly there that day. It was a matter of great
congratulation to the Board of Management , and (hey fell a hi gh appre -
ciation of the honour done to their Institution by her Royal Highness the
-Princess of Wales being amongst them to present thc prizes to their
boys. (A pp lause.) On Friday next , 11.K.H. the Prince of Wales, their
Most Worshi pful (i rand Master—(renewed app lause)—would pie.side at the
Centenary Festival of their Inst i tut ion.  It  was not the first t ime that hi - .
Royal Hi ghness had favoured the Inst i tut ion , he having taken the chair al
its Festival so long since as I S/ U . They felt doubly honoured by
the presence of himself and the Princess of Wales now,
He could assure him that 011 the occasion when lie would preside 011 Friday
next , the memorable words made use of by his Royal Hi ghness when he
acted as President of the Festival before would be full y realised. He
remembered them well ; his Koyal Hi ghness said that " the watchword:, of
Freemasonry are Loyalty and Charity." On I'Viday next  he could assure
him that the loyalty which Freemasons owed to their M.W.G.M. would be
shown in Mich a way as to prove that the very heart of Masonry was wilh
him and his great work ; on that occasion the opening of the hearts of Free-
masons would occur as it had never occurred befo re at any of the festivals.
He had no hesitation in say ing that his Royal Hi ghness would be deli ghted
with the result of that  gathering ; it had been unparalleled in all the
Mai-onic Institutions , and had never been surpassed by any other inst i tu-
tion in the world ol a similar character. He was not going to detain t l ie
company with a long speech about the Inst i tut ion , but lie would say tint
ni" years ago it commenced in a small way with out  a home of any  descri p-
tion with a number of boys they could LOUII I on their Tnst four lingers , not
more ; but il had graduall y developed unti l  they had a home of their o .vn
in the School at Wood Green. They were met now to extend il
suU 'icietul y to meet the needs ol those who were entitled to its benefits.
He remembered the lay ing of the firs t stone in i Srij by
Past Graud Warden , lhe late Bro. Algernon Perkins , who was accompanied
by that ben evolent lad y now the Baroness BurdeU-Coutls. 'I'he Ins t i tu t ion
has done a great work , iinlil to-day it was unequal  to the re quirements  of
their great Craft .  The Craft  had developed in importance and influ ence
under the genial and benign rule of their present Grand M aster ; il had

become larger in numbers and mlluence ; and they felt that the Schools they
had to-day were insufficient to accommodate even those who were now
within their walls. There were in addition others who were entitled to the
Institution 's benelits , but they could not put them in. Year after year the
Board of Man agement had been making strenuous efforts to afford accom-
modation for the children of their brethren , who, fro m illness , or bad cir-
cumstances , or by death , had been unable to provide for them. The breth ren
knew the steps taken to procure a site to build new Schools upon which
would be an honour to the Craft and to all those dependent upon the Institu-
tion. It was not for him to dwell on that. On these annual occasions it was
the custom lo receive visitors at the Schools at Wood Green , but the Schools
and grounds were not capable of accommodating the great number who
were now present ; but the boys were very glad to see them here. (Ap-
plause.) They had looked wilh joyful antici pation and delight to receiving
their rewards of merit at the hands of her Royal Highness. He could not
express the delight both of those who had prizes and those who had not ,
and he might say that they were unlike those who had gone before if they
did not feel that the honour done to others was done to all , and they did not
envy them , and they would do their best to win prizes them-
selves. The School and grounds would be open to visitors
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, when the boys would be happy to
show them what they could do in gymnastics, carpentering, printing, and
other matters which would be useful hereafter; the Institution was not
educating the boys of rich brethren , but the boys of those who once in
affluence had fallen , perhaps by illness or disease, far oftener by death.
The brethre n felt it a great honour to look after the boys and they wanted
to spread the education which was given in the Institution to fit them for
the business of life, at the same time to make them sturdy boys, able to en-
counter the struggle of life. During the last year or two the Board of
Management had endeavoured to enlarge the sphere of usefulness of the
Institution by keeping those boys who showed an aptilude for higher work
for a year or two beyond thc time for leaving the Institution in order that
they might go throug h such a curriculum as to enable them to enter the
professions. They were through the Head Master , Bro. Hebb, dealing with
the average boy ; they wanted them all to be healthy boys at the same time
that they had a good education ; they therefo re looked after the gymnasium.
He thoug ht the breth ren would say that the Board of Management had
with thc materials they had al hand done the best they could to carry out
the objects of the Institution. He now invited the Head Master to come
forward and assist her Royal Hi ghness to present the prizes.

The Princess of Wales thereupon presented to the boys the following
prizes handed to her by Bro. Hebb :

I'OKM PRIZES .
Form Ic. —E. Webb, I , and K. GriUits, 2.
Form I A .—F. W. Button , 1, and F. G. Button , 3.
Form Hi;.—F. II. Castle.
Form ll.\.—T. Anderson.
Form l l lc—N. A. Mos ty n, 1, and |. W. Barnett , s.
Form l l ln . —L. J. Worscll , 1, and li. S. Prinn , 2.
Form 111A .—II.  G. Todd , 1, and A. Crane, 2.
Form IVn. —II.  Lord , 1, and A. Gray, 2.
Vor 111 IV.\ .—A. W. Iluskinson , 1, and II. D. Maidincnt , s.
Form IV'AI ;.—W. Hills.

P RIZES I O R  SI- KCIAI . SUBJECTS .
Mathematics.—II.  L). Maidmenl , 1, and W. L. Dallas, 2.
Latin.—(Presented by Bro. IL Manfield)—Ii. Richardson, 1; L. VV. Croft. 2:  and

II. A. Dodds, equal. ' '
French.—(Presented by Bro. O. Philippe)—M. A. Grace.
Honours in Cambridge Local Preliminary. —W. L. Dallas, M. A. Grace, and IL

G. Todd.
Knowled ge of tne Australian Colonies.—(Presented by Uro. W. F. Lamonby, 1S117)

—W. E. J. Barker.
Knowled ge of the Australian Colonies (Presented by Bros. W. F. Lamonbv and W

Russell) .-L. \V. Croft , 1, and A. P. Shaw, 2. 
y

Eng lish Composition (Presented by the "Old Masonians' Society ").—A. P ,
Shaw.

Drawing (Presented by Bro. II. Kemp). —II.  L. Garraway, I , and C. Morton, 2.
Best Copy Books.—C. ]. Callander and F. D. Cowlibhaw.
Sight Sing ing.—W. Holland.
Theory ot Music.—A. D. Rogers.
Pianoforte (Senior). —II.  D. Pink.
Pianoforte (J unior) . —W. J. Tunnicliffe .
Reading in Chapel. —W. L. Kemp.
Printing. —B. II .  Green , 1, and W. Hills , 2.
Bookbinding. —W. L. Kemp, 1, and R. II .  Evans, 2.
Carpentry. —C VV. Bewsher , A. W. Huskinson , 1*1. Tanner , and B. II .  Good.Field Botany Club—Best Collection of Specimens.—(To be awarded later).

FiJNDKU P R I Z E S .
(.1) Canonbury Gold Medal lor the most Popular Boy (elected by his comrades). —li. Richardson.
(A) Bowyer I' rizc for Shorthand. —J. R. B. Niven.
( < I The W. Masters ' Memorial for Knowled ge of Railways.—E. J. Barker and E.Richardson , equal.
( d )  Escott Pri/.e lor Mathematics. —li. J. Barker.
(c) Raymond Thrupp Prize for History—A. P. Shaw.
(1) Winn Prizes for boys who have gained Certificates in thc Cambridge LocalExamination in 1S07— Senior. Class 2.—]. H. Rangley. Class **,.—li. li WhalePasses-!'.. Barker , A. Clarke, II. Corner , W. Kemp, ). Longbottom , Ii. Richardsonand A. Shaw. Junior. Class 2.—L. Croft. Class 3.—II.  Austin , II. Dodds, A.Iluskinson , and II .  D. Maidincnt. Passes—J . Brewis, R. Chadwick , S. Dowdell II * B '

Earl , R. Evans , D. Greenwood , W. Hills , G. Irons , A. Kelland , D. Mills , I . Na'vsmith '
J . Niven , S. Pattison , 11. Roberts , A. Rogers, and B. Green. 

tysmnn,
( .-,**) Cama Memorial Prize for the youngest boy passing thc Cambridge LocalSenior Examination in 1S0.7—E. J. W. Barker.
( b)  Supreme Council' s Prize—A . P. Shaw.
(/ ,i Greenwood Memorial Prize—li. J. Barker.
( / )  Institution Silver Medal for thc head of the School—11. R. Corner
Silver Watch and Chain forthe head of the School at Christmas (Presented bv BioSholto 1 laie) — J . Rangeley.
i n )  The interest on £$.\ given in |S'>: by the late W. Bro. Edward Cox P MCanonbury Lodge, P.P.S.G.W. Norths and Hunts , to be expended in the purchase o'f agold medal.
( b )  The inteiest on /;.|5 i.|s. subscribed in iS'j i by the friends of the late Bro.Ed gar liowyer , I .G. Std. Br.
( , )  The interest on /;.*j subscribed in 1S1/, by the friends of the lite Bro . WilliamMasters , P.M. Lodge J I .-S , a member ot the Board of Management.
(, / )  The interest on £7 1 13s. od. subscribed in i S,j i by the friends of the late BroAlbert Escott , I ' .M. Lodge 1593.
(a) The interest on £130 "ios. subscribed in I SJJ by thebrethren of thc Pro vince ofMiddles as a testimonial to VV. Bro . Raymond Thrup p, P.A. G.D.C, D P G MM iddlesex , and presented by Iiim to the School. . . . .
t l )  I he interest on £535 given in 1S67 by the late Bro. William VVinn P MLod ge 657. ' ' *
(.¦,-)  The interest on /. 105 given in iS yS by Bro. D. P. Cama , ig memory of MrsCama. J



(/;) A silver watch and chain given annually since 1877, by the Supreme Council
33°A. and A. Rite.

(/) The interest on £103 13;. subscribed in iSSS by the friends of the late Bro.
Charles Greenwood , Prov. G. Sec. of Surrey.

(/ ') Founded in 1S31.
What the boys have done in Public Examinations during the year :
Department of Science and Art, South Kensington. —Mathematics and Natural

Science, 21 certificates; Drawing, 39 certificates.
Cambrid ge Local Examinations. —Senior (with 2 Classes), 9 certificates ; Junior

(with 5 Classes), 21 certificates; Preliminary (with 3 Classes and 4 Distinctions), 33
certificates.

Trinity College, London (Theory of Music).—I n termediate Honours , 1 certi fi cate;
Juniors, Passes, 3 certificates.

Pitman 's Shorthond.—Second Class, 3 certificates ; Third Class, 23 certificates.
St. John's Ambulance Association. —J unior Course, 22 certificates.
University of London.—J. A. Coupland , Second Class in the Preliminary Scientific

Examinations.
Yorkshire College (Leeds) School of Medicine.—J. A. Coupland , Scholarship of the

value of 64 guineas.
Bro. C. E. KEYSER, P.G.D., Treasurer of the Institution , then rose and

said : Your Royal Hi ghness , my Lords, Ladies, and Brethren ,—the very
great privilege and honour devolves upon me, as Treasurer of the Institution ,
of proposing a resolution which I know will be carried with acclamation—
that we record a most cordial vote of thanks to her Royal Highness the
Princess of Wales for her great condescension in attending here to-day and
giving the prizes to the boys of our Institution . (Applause.) The attend-
ance of her Royal Highness will make this not only a red-letter
day in the annals of the Royal Masonic Institution for Boys,
but in the history of our Craft. It will I am sure , give
great encouragement to the Head Master and to the other brethren
who are responsible for the management of this Institution , and I am sure
this will be a day that will live long in the minds of all our boys and more
especially ol those who have been the fortunate recipients of prizes to-day
and whom , I think , we all regard with a certain amount of envy, and I
think it will furnish them with a stimulus to make a greater effort to obtain
success and distinction in their future lives which it is the great
object of our School to place [wilhin their reach. Ten years
ago her Royal Highness was present at the giving of the prizes to the girls
of the sister Institution , and to-day she had been graciously pleased to
take a more prominent part than she did then. I trust the reason of this is
that she is aware of the grand princi ples on which our English Freemasonry
is founded , as explained by his Royal Highness as being its distinguishing
characteristics—loyalty and charity ; and I may say our loyalty is loyalty
to the Throne and loyal ty to his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, our
Most Worshi pful Grand Master. (A pp lause.) I am sure I am stating your
feelings when I venture to say that we hope that often in the future her Royal
Highness will be pleased to attend our ceremonies when occasions of sufficient
importance arise for her to do so. In an assembly like this, composed of
Freemasons and ladies who are closely connected with our Craft , I know I
may antici pate your response to this proposition , and that 1 may on your
behalf assure her Royal Highness of our sincere and respectful appreciation
of her presence here to-day and of her great kindness in coming lo this
great meeting of thc Royal Masonic Institution for Boys to give away the
prizes to the successful boys of our Institution ; and 1 will ask you to show
your assent in the good old English fashion ol three hearty cheers which
will test the standing capabilities of this building.

Three hearty cheers were then given for the Princess of Wales, and
three more for the Grand Master.

H.R.H. the Prince of WALKS, who was received with a great outburs t of
applause, said , in reply : Bro. Keyser, my Lords , Ladies , and Brethren ,—
Before we leave this hall and the interesting ceremony we have witnessed ,
the Princess desires me to return her thanks to Bro . Keyser for the very
kind remarks which he has made with regard to her for distributing the
prizes , and she desires me also to express to you all the great pleasure it has
given her to be here to-day and present the prizes to the pup ils of this
excellent Institution. The Princess has set a good example, as the wife of a
Freemason , in not attempting to penetrate the secrets of our Craft—
(laughter)—but , at the same time , I think she has taken a philanthropic
interest in all that concerns our work, and she has manifested that interest
by giving away the prizes to-day . You have heard a long and interesting
account from Bro. Eve of the efforts made by the Board of Management of
this Institution. I have also had an opportunity of looking over the book
that has been placed in my hand and the report of the Head Master. That
report is very satisfactory, and I think al! of us are convinced now that the
Institution has reached its hundredth anniversary, that it is in a very pros-
perous condition. (Cheers.) The boys from what we have seen to-day , as
far as theirappearance goes, are very healthy and will , and for their attain-
ments the number of prizes they have received for the excellent technical
education given them bodes well for the future. May I hope that when they
grow up and be :ome men they will never forget what they have been taught
in the School , and go out useful members of the community. (Renewed
npphuse.) I beg again to lhank Bro. Keyser for the kind terms in which
he has spoken ot thc Princess o! Wales and myself , and I assj re the
brethren of the deep interest I take in the Craft and the Institutions which
are supported by it. (Loud cheers.)

The Royal Party then left the building amii renewed manifestations of
enthusiasm.

PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE OF
GLOUCESTERSHIRE.

The annual meeling of the above Provincial Grand Lodge was held at
Tewkesbury on the 3 1st ult., when there was a large and successful gathering
of the Craft. At the invitation of the receiving lodge-St. George—the
business was preceded by a lodge of recreation , a pleasing feature of which
was a tri p up the Avon as far as Slrensham , the commodious steam launch
being well filled , and thc tri p was much enjoyed,

The Prov. Grand Lodge was opened at the Abbey Schools by Bro . Sir
Michael Ii. I licks-Beach , Bart., M.P., Prov. G.M., and among those pre-
sent were Bros. Vatsar-Smith , D.P.G.M.; Rev. C. J. Martyn , P.G.C. ;
Dr. C. Venn Childe , P.G.C. ; and others.

Bro. J . B. WiNTiiKi ior i iAM , P.G.D., Prov. G. Sec, read the minutes of
the last Prov. Grand Lodge.

Bro. BURTON , Prov. G. Treas., gave his report , which showed a balance
of £ 117 in hand.

Bro. R. P. SUMMERS , the Charity Secretary, reported that the province
had succeeded in procuring the election of a candidate for the Girls' School,
and had reduced its indebtedness in votes. There was £21 7s. 3d. in hand
from the Provincial Benevolent Fund.

Procession was then formed , and the members of Provincial Grand
Lodge atlended Divine service at the Abbey. There was a large congre -
gation , the service being conducted by the vicar , the Rev. J. Sheringham .
The lessons were read by Bro. the Rev. W. S. Fallon , Prov. G. Chap., the
canticles being sung to Stainer 's setting in A. The anthem was Goss's
" Stand up and bless the Lord."

An eloquent sermon was preached by Bro . Dr. V ENN CHILDE , vicar of
Christ Church , Cheltenham , from I. Cor., iii., 9-10. He appealed to the
Masons pressnt to show that their princi ples were not an empty profession ,
and to help forward the restoration of that Abbey, the most solemn and
impressive of all the parish churches of the province. Tracing the rich his-
torical associations clustering round the venerable building, he recalled the
fact that at the time of the Reformation it was doomed , but was ransomed
by the citizens of Tewkesbury, who undertook its perpetual reparation. It
had now been restored to something near its pristine beauty and ancient
glory, and Tewkesbury now guarded for England one of its noblest
shrines.

During the collection the hymn " Saviour , blessed Saviour '*' was sung.
On Provincial Grand Lodge being resumed, the PROV. G.M. moved a

vote of thanks to the Vicar and Churchwardens , to Bros. Baker , the M ayor
of Tewkesbury, and to Dr. Venn Childe for his excellent sermon, and
suggested that the Masons of the province should undertake some specific
work in aid of the restoration of Tewkesbury Abbey. He thought, after
consultation with the authorities , a definite work might be decided on next
year.

This was seconded by the DEPUTY PROV. G. MASTER , and carried
unanimously.

Bro. Bruto n havingbeen re-elected Prov. G. Treasurer, a sum of 100 guineas
was voted to the Boys' School Centenary , and Bro. SUMMER announced that
this wo .lid make the contribution of the province ,£2540.

The Prov. G. Officers for the ensuing year were appointed and invested as
follows :
Bro. Alfred Baker , 900 ... ... ... Prov. S.G.W.

„ S. W. Hading ham , 1067 ... ... Prov. J.G.W.
„ Rev. F. W. Morris, 855 ... ... Prov. G. Chap.
„ F. Hannam Clark , 939... ... ... Prov. G. Reg.
„ J. B. Winterbotham, 82 ... ... Prov. G. Sec.
„ E. W. Prevost , 1067 ... ... ... Prov. S.G.D.
„ H. F. Sare, 592 ... ... ... Prov. J.G.D.
„ VV. H. Godby, 493 ... ... ... Prov. G. S. of Wks.
„ Conway Jones, 1005 ... ... ... Prov. G.D.C.
„ T. H. Gore , 2*ui ... ... ... Prov . A.G.D.C.
„ L. Pullin , 270 ... ... ... Prov. G.S.B.
" P ' l »¦?**' lGl ] Prov. G. Std. Brs.„ P. A. Pike, 900 ... ... ...)
„ H. Rogers, 246 ... ... ... Prov. G. Org.
„ M. Llewellyn Evans 82 ... ... Prov. Asst. G. Sec.
„ L. D. Winterbotham , 702 ... ... Prov. G. Purst .
" f' f !£ !! j Prov. G. Stwds.,, L. C Moore , 900 ... ... ... )
,, Window , 855 ... ... ... Prov. G. Tyler.
The M. W.G. M .having authorised the Prov. G.M. to appoint abrother in the

province to the rank of Past G. Officer , in commemoration of the record
reign of her Majesty the Queen , Bro. Frederic Ticchurst will bs appointed
to the rank of Past Provincial Senior Grand Warden .

The brethren afterwards partook of a banquet at the Town Hall , the
Prov. G. Master in the chair.

The usual Masonic toasts were honoured , and the PROV . G. MASTER, in
ret urning thanks for his health , mentioned lhat anew lodge would be opened
at Nailsworth during the autumn.

PROVINCIAL GRAND CHAPTER OF DEVONSHIRE.

INSTALLATION OF SIR STAFFORD NORTHCOTE ,
BART., M.P., AS G. SUPERINTENDENT.

A convocation of the above Provincial Grand Chapter was held at the
I'reemasons Hall , Princess-square , Plymouth , on the ist instant , for the
installation of Sir Staflj rd Northcote, Bart., M.P., Grand Superintendent
designate , and other business.

The Provincial Grand Chapter is constituted as follows : Comps. VV. G.
Rogers , 1 1 2 , Prov. G.H. ; F. B. Westlake, 70, Prov. G.J.; J. Stocker-
112 , Prov. G.S.I-:. ; J. F. Ellerton , 1125, Prov. G.S.N. ,* E. M. Moyle,
112 5, Prov. G. Treas. ; T. Parker , 156, Prov. G. Reg. ; G. S. Brid geman ,
135S, Prov. G.P.S. ; E. W. Locke, 444, Prov. ist A.G.S. ; R. C. Mus-
grave, 3113, Prov. 2nd A.G.S. ; Wm. Powell , 1205 , Prov. G.S.B. ; F.
Hubber , 128 4, G. R. Stevens, 494, and W. H. Botterell , 1255, Prov. G. Std.
Brs. ; J. R. Lord , 1247 , Prov. G.D.C ; J. A. Lavers, 223, Prov. A.G.
D.C. ; J. F. Ralling, 112 , Prov. A.G.D.C. ; W. H. Lander, 1138 , Prov.
A.G.D.C. ; H. Mann , 10G , Prov. G. Org . ; W. H. Mayne, 1247, Prov.
A.G.S. K.;  and H. Shooter, 112 , Prov. G. Janitor.

There was a very large altendance of companions from all parts of the
province , including the following Provincial or Past Provincial G. Officers :
Comps. M. Fortescue , 444 ; J. B. Gover , 70; J. Kinton Bond , 1247 ; G.
Dunsterville , 1S9 ; H. L. I'Yiend, 303 ; G. Merrifield , 282 ; Fred C. b rost , 303 ;
John A. Lavers , 22 3 ; P. B. Clements , 156 ; C. G. Withell , 70; C. Dun stcrvt l/e ,
i-S) ; C. I I .  Cooper , 1)5 ; II. Holman , 202 ; Frank Hubber , 12S4 ; J. I7. Rai-
ling, 112 ; R. Cawsey, 2*(o ; K. H. Littleton , 230 ; J . W. Cornish , 223 ; Ja3-
Gidley, 1205 j II .  Reynolds , 2025 ; W. G. Ellis , 32S ; J. II. Keats , 282 ;
Harry Skinner , S2 ; John Lane , 328 ; John l<". Ellerton , 112=; ; H. M. Moy le,
1125 : Sam Jew, 2025 ; li. G. Dyke, 1246 : J. T. Marsh ; Thos. Parker , 15° <*



F. B. Westlake , 50 ; John Du Pre, 50; R. S. Johns , 59; W. Allsford , 2021 ;
Harry Skinner , 282 ; W. H. Botterill , 1265 ; Maj. Tracey, 1247 ; G. S. Brid gman ,
I3S8; VA Powell, 1205 ; E.Tout, 70; W. E. Warren , 1358 ; Maj . Jos. Mat -
thews, 2S2 ; J. H. Warren , 1284 ; Rev. T. C. Lewis , 70 j Rev. W. E. Windle ,
710; G. Merrifield , 2S2 ; R. Pike, 230 ; J. R. Dugdile, and G. Bray, 202.
M.E.Zs. or P.Zs. : Comps. "W. F. Weston , 70; J. Simpson , 1284 ; H. B. Lang-
maid , 202 ; G. W. Hancock, 202; C. Phil p, 1247 ; C. Emmett , 1358 ; J.
Bassett , 230 ; N. Radmore, 159 ; W. Wingate , 328 ; J . Shapter , 303 ; W.
Thomas, 156 ; P. Hannaford , 223 ; G. F. Bromley , 230 ; T. S. Eyre , 1247 ;
J. G. Keverne, 1247 ; J. J. Facey, 1205 ; T. Kerslake , 2S2 ; W. H. Williams ,
159 ; A. Hope, 112; H. Jerman , 112 ; H. Mann , 106 ; W. T. Gill , 2S2; R,
R. Rodd , 105 ; A. II. Whidden , 202; G. Perkins, 1205 ; W. H. Dillon , 1099 ;
and T. 1. Green , 1205.

The Installing Officer was Comp. W. Wither Bramston B iach , M P.,
Third Grand Princi pal of England and Grand Superintendent of Hamp-
shire and the Isle of Wight , and the ceremony was moat impressivel y
performed .

Comp. Sir Stafford Northcote, having been installed as Grand Super-
intendent , appointed and invested the Officers of Prov. Grand Chipter for
the ensuing year as follows :
Comp. G. C. Davie, 251 ... ... ... Prov. G.H.

„ J. Lane, 32S ... ... ... Prov. GJ.
„ J. Stocker, 112 ... ... ... Prov. G.S.E.
,, J. Sampson, 444 ... ... ... Prov. G.S.N.
„ J. H. Blackell, 1099 ... ... ... Pr<5v. G. Treas.
,, H. Jerman , 112 ... ... ... f  rov. u. Keg.
„ J. Joliffe, 954 ... ... ... Prov. P.G.S. .
„ J. Munday, 1125 ... ... ... Prov. ist A.G.S.

, „ J. Shapter , 303 ... ... ... Prov. 2nd A.G.S.
,, Jno. Bray. 202 ... ... ... Prov. G.S.B.
„ C. Phil p, 1247 ... ... ... "*)
1, C. A. Nicholson , 159 .. ... ... > Prov. G. Std. Brs.
„ W. T. Gill , 2S2 ... ... ..J
,, J. R. Lord , 1247 ... ... ... Prov. G.D.C.
„ C. Emmett, 1358 ... ... ... ")
„ j. Hoyten, 223 ... ... ... > rcov. .a.ij.iJ.us.
„ W. King, 70 ... ... ...J
„ W. Ridge, 1284 . ... ... ... Prov. G. Org.
„ H. Reynolds, 2025 ... ... ... Prov. A.G.S.E.
„ H. Shooter, 112 ... ... ... Prov. G. Janitor.
The election of Comp. Blackell as Prov. G. Treasurer was proposed by

Comp. A LLSFORD, and seconded by Comp. H. STOCKER , and agreed to
unanimousl y.

Comps. J. R. Lord and J. W. Cornish were appointed Auditors of the
Prov. G. Treasurer 's accounts.

The Prov. G.S.E., Comp. J. STOCKER , presented his report of the
returns of chapters in the province , showing a total number of 888 sub-
scribing members, an increase of 16 over the previous year, and the amount
paid in dues and fees ^39. 2s., an excess of £1 4s. 61. over the previous
year. The names of 63 companions were removed from the register during
the year by death , resignation , or exclusion , and 73 new members were
admitted by exaltation and six by joining. The number of Past First
Princi pals returned was 301.

The sum of £5 5s. was voted to the Widows' Fund of tha Province, on
the motion of Comp. A LLSFORD, and .£30 to the Boys' Institution (to be
placed on the list of the Prov. G.H., who is going up as a Steward), on thc
proposition of Comp. WESTLAKE .

At the conclusion of the business, tbe G. SUPERINTENDENT proposed a
cordial vote of thanks to Comp. Beach for his kindness in coming down and
acting as Installing Officer.

Comp. DAVIE , seconding the motion , observed that everybody who had
much to do with Masonry knew how invaluable had been the services ol
Comp. Beach to Freemasonry in England. If he was not the " Father of
the House of Commons," he was certainly the " Father of Freemasonry " at
the present time. > (Applause.)

Comp. BEACH returned thanks. He stated that 20 years ago he came
into Devonshire to install Lord Ebrington as Prov. Grand Master. He had
now discharged a similar most pleasant office in Masonry, for he was fully
convinced his friend , Sir Stafford Northcote , would preside over that Prov.
Grand Chapter with the same ability that he had displayed in the other
Degrees of Freemasonry. (Applause.) He (Comp. Beach ) was full y
rewarded for his trouble by the excellent attendance and the great interest
shown in the province in the event. (Applause.)

The PROV . G.S.E. said they had now parted company with Comp. W.
G. Rogers, who for the long period of 22 years had been the Second Prin-
cipal of the province, and for many years was Prov. G.S.E. Hc was a
perfect worker in the Degree in his younger days, and it must be matier of
reg ret that he had been obliged to sever his connection with them. He
(Comp. J. Stocker) wished to move a resolution expressing their apprecia-
tion of Comp. Rogers' services, and that it be recorded on the minutes.

This was seconded by Comp. LORD .
The G. SUPERINTENDENT having cordially endorsed the motion , it was

unanimousl y agreed to.
The Prov. Grand Chapter was then closed.
Many of the companions afterwards dined together at the Duke of

Cornwall Hotel. The Grand Superintendent , Sir Stafford Northcote , M.P.,
presided , and gave the loyal toasts.

Comp. WESTLAKE responded for "The Officers of Grand Chapter."
He said he ft lc that Devonshire was honoured by his being made an officer
of Grand Chapier immediatel y following a similar office conferred upon
Comp. John Stocker, and as representing Devonshire he felt very proud of
the honour.

Comp. DAVIE said the very pleasing task fell upon him of proposing the
toast of the evening—" The Hon. Sir Stafford Northcote , Bart., C.B., M.P.,
Grand Superintendent of Devon." (A pplause.) Two years ago Sir
Staffor d Northcote was installed Provincial Grand Master of Devonshire
Freemasons , and they felt it would be beneficial that he should also rule in
this supreme Degree, so closely were they allied together. They were
clannish in Devonshire , and were, therefore , all the more glad to be ruled
over by oneof the good old Devonshire stock. (App lause.) They were
delighted to welcome him as their Grand Superintendent , for they
knew in Sir Stafford they had one who would take an interest in
all they did , and place Masonry only second to his more public duties.
(A pplause.)

Comp. Sir STAFFORD N ORTHCOTE , in repl y, said hc would endeavour to
merit in some way the eulogies of Comp. Davie. If he failed it would be

entirel y his own fault , for he had had sufficient experience of Devonshire
Freemasonry to know th at he could count most confidently on the cordial
and loj al support of his brother Freemasons. It was a source of pride to
him that he had been called upon to preside over the destinies of Free-
masonry in that province , and no one more sincerely and earnestly desired
the prosperity-of the Order than he did. (Applause.) He concluded by
proposing " The Health of the Installing Officer , Comp. Beach."
(A pplause.) They had seen the ability with which he discharged his duties ,
and they knew the estimation in which he was held in Misonic circles
throug hout the country. Personally he had known their distinguished guest
for the last r3 or 20 years in a more stormy atmosphere. Comp. Bea ch was
" the father " of that insignificant body, the House of Commons—(laughter
and applause) —and one of its most popular and justl y respected members
—respected by men of every shade of political op inion. (Applause.)

Comp. BEACH , in reply, said he had come among them with the greatest
feelings of pleasure, and was very grateful for the way in which they hid
received him. He could not claim to bs, like their Grand Superintendent ,
a Devonshire man , but he did the next best thing—he came to Devonshire
and got a wife. (Laughler and applause.) Therefore , he could not say h3
was totall y unconnected with the province. Since he was appointed to the
high position of Third Grand Principal he had felt it his duty to perform
many offices with regard to Royal Arch Masonry. He had bsen to the
extremity of Wales and into far Northumberland to install Grand Superin-
tendents , and it was pleasant to see Freemasonry carried out in different
provinces and in different manners, but always with the same good feeling
prevailing. It had been a great pleasure to him during a long Masonic life
to do what he could for the benefit of the Order. He had hardly joined the
Order before he became a Steward of the Boys' School , and was thus
brought into contact with the great benefit Freemasonry was conferring,
and he was glad that in the Royal Arch Freemasons they could find further
scope for their energies.

Comp. SACH proposed "The Provincial Grand Officers , Present and
Past."

Comps. H OYTEN and J. W. CORNISH responded.
Comp. CORNISH expressed a hope that more Masons would proceed to

this sublime Degree, and suggested that the meetings of the chapters should
be put upon the Craft circulars. (Applause.)

Comp. J. KINTON BOND gave the toast of " The Most Excellent the
Earl of Mount Ed gecurnbe " Grand Superintendent , and ths Prov Grand
Chapter of Cornwall ," and Comp. Major Rendle was called upon to
acknowledge the toast.

Comp. FORTESCUE proposed " The Visitors ," which toast was heartily
received.

Comp. J OHN MASON , P.G. Std. Br., responded , and said he visited the
province a quarter of a century ago, and he should be always glad to come
among them to plead the cause of the Old People's Institution. (Applause.)

Some excellent songs were sung by Comps. J. Richards and Major
Rendle. Comp. Wingate gave a beautiful violin solo, and Comp. Beach ,
M.P., a recitation.

CONSECRATION OF THE KING' S CO URT LODGE,
No. 2G89.

On the 2nd inst., the consecration of the abave lodge look place at
Gilling ham, in the presence of a numerous gathering of provincial brethren
fro m the immediate nei ghbourhood. The idea of promoting a local lodge
was mooted some little time ago by several prominent local brethre n , who felt
that it was very desirable and distinctly more convenient to have a lodge of
their own , than to have to travel some miles to attend a neighbouring lodge,
The next step was to secure a site for a lodge room, and in doing so no little
difficulty was experienced. Eventually the old malthouse , which formed
part of the Pine *iix Hotel premises , was offered by Mr. G. B. Matthews,
and readily accepted by the Committee as being admirably situated for the
purpose The designs for the lodge room and appurtenances were drawn up
by Bro. Miles , Hants, and the work has been carried out by Messrs. J. New
and W. H. Hodder , of Shaftesbury, to ths entire satisfaction of ths founders
and architect. 1 he furniture is of a very handsome character , being of
carved oak , in the Jacobean style. A beautiful banner was presented by
the Friendshi p and Sincerity Lodge, Shaftesbury, to their Gillingham
brethren. It is thoroughl y illustrative of the newly-consecrated King 's
Court Lodge. There are four coats-of-arms painted on it , representing four
kings who occupied the King 's Court Palace, and surmounting them is King
John 's crown , the banner being otherwise adorned with Masonic emblems,
and the motto—" Usque slat Fortttna Doin iis."

Owing to the large number of brethren attending the ceremony, it was
found necessory to requisition the Drill Hall , which was specially fitted up
for the occasion.

To mark the inauguration of the lodge, the bells of the parish church
rang peals throughout lhe day.

The consecration took place at one o'clock, the Prov. G.M., Bro.
Montagu J. Guest , performing the ceremony. Immediatel y alter, the
W.M. designate , Bro. P. J. Gavin , P.M., P.J.G.D., was duly installed in
the chair by Bro. Harry Strange, assisted by Bro. Miles.

Thc music at the consecration and installation ceremonies was rendered
by the well-known Westminster Ouartette.

The lod ge starts with 16 founcTers, and it is expected that 't will number
30 members within three months.

The following were the offi cers elected : Bros. P. J. Gavin , P.J.G.D.,
W.M.; A. T. Manger , S.W. ; J. McEl patrick , J.W. ; Rev. E. Borradaile,
Chap. ; E. R. Down , Treas. ; Harry Strange, P.P.G.b.B., Sec ; J. H.
Wadman , S.D. ; G. J. Stickland , J D.; J. W. Gray , D.C. ,* J. Ley,
P.P.J.G.D., Org. ; G. H. Auston , I.G. ; J. H. Ayles, H. J. Philli ps, and
H. Raines, Stwds. ; and J. Stickland , Tyler.

At four o'clock the members and brethren formed a procession to the
church , each wearing his regalia and orders , the procession being headed by
two Tylers wilh drawn swords of office. The service was of a special
character , the Rev. Bro. Rowland Hill , Prov. G. Chap., Vicar of Lyme Regis,
pre aching the sermon. The Westminster Singers assisted the full choir ,
and in addition gave a fine rendering of the anthem , " B;hold how good
and joy ful a thing it is, brethren , to dwell together in unity," Psalm exxxiii.
A collection was taken in aid of the Masonic Charities.

The furniture and banner were manufactured by Bros. George Ksnning
and Son.



N O V E L T Y  T H E A T R E ,
GREAT QUEEN ST., HOLBORN.

Open all the year round.
Miss V. Sr. LAWRENCE AND POWERFUL

COMPANY.
This Theatre is closed for decorations and i epairs, and

will re-open at an early date.
PRICES 3d. TO A Gin AHA .

Manager , Mr. WALTER TY R R E L L .

LMNDON HILLS, ESSEN. —Cheap Freehold Plots,
finest in the locality, undoubtedly the highest and best in
the neighbourhood , Lincc Wood Park Estate, Laindon ,
Essex. SALE of i.Su valuable Freehold Plots, Monday,
June 13, in Marquee un Estate, by

T H E  L A N D  C O .
Free deeds, free plans , easy payments ; bricks

made and sold adjoining the estate ; within live minutes
of railway station , 19 miles from London; special cheap
trains; rising locality.

Special sale train Fenchurch-street , morning ailc at 11
a.m.; tickets is. return ; luncheon provided flee .

App ly, THE LA N D  CO., O7 and OS, Cheapside.

ROYAL MASONIC INSTITUTION
FOR BON'S,

WOOD GREEN , LONDON , N

OFFICE , 6, FREEMASONS' HALL, LONDON , W.C.

GR A N U  PATRON :
HER MAJESTY THE OUEEN

T 11 E C E Nf 'J ' Ii N A R V V E S TI  V A 1.
W I L L  BE HELD AT THE

ROYAL ALBERT HALL, KENSINGTON ,
Un FRIDA Y, wth J UNE, I S<J S,

Under the Most Distinguished Presidency of
H.R.H. THE PRINCE OF WALES , K.G., &c.,

Most Worshipful Grand Master and President ot
the Institution.

THE DISTRIBUTION Oh PRIZES
r.Y

H.R.H. T H E P R 1 N C li S S O F W A L E S ,
W I L L  TAKE I 'LACK AT T H E

R O Y A L  A L B E R T  H A L L ,
On TUESDA Y, ylli  'J UNE, iS<j S.

Full particulars on application to
J. MORRISON McLEOD, P.G.S.B.,

lion. Sec. to thc Board of Stewards.
¦ 1, Freemasons' Hall , London , W.C.

FREEHOLD.

B U S H E Y  G R O V E  P A R K ,
N E A R  WATI OKD .

P l C T U R E S n i J E  MODERN RESIDENCE
TO BE SOLI) , Price £1750,

or would be lei on lease at £jo per annum.
Iilcven Rooms, Bath room , Square Hall and Entrance

Porch , ample domestic O lices .Urge Gard ;ns , with Tennis
Court , Cycle House , S;c. Gravel Soil and pure Coins
Valley Water, Extensive Views over the Park.

To view, apply to Mr. BR O W I O N , " Fairlawn ," The
Avenue , Bushey Grove Park , near Watford .

RAYLE1G1I. R .WLE1GIL RAYLEIGII.

Clearance Land Sale on Ray leigh Park Estate. Forty
extra Plots Offered and Sold. Easy distance of station ,
fronting main road.

T H E  L A N D  C O . ,
in Marquee on Estate . Luncheon provided free.

Special train Liverpool-street nnrning of Sale , at io.50 ;
return is. fid. Undoubtedly the cheapest Plots in the
K ngdom. Good red and stock bricks iliade on the estate .
Every advantage offered to small and large purchasers;
Lee deeds; no law costs ; free plans; easy payments ;
particulars post free.

A pp ly, THE LA N D  CO ., (7 and OS, Cheapside.

F O R  E C O N O M I C A L  A N D
RESPECTABLE FUNERALS at stated charges.

To cover all expenses, exclusive ot cemetery fees.

B R O .  C. G. H A T T ,
FUNERAL FU RNISHEK, A P P R A I S E R  ANU

MON UMENTAL MASON,
2, H I G H  S T R E E T , K E N S I N G T O N , W.

CREMATION ANU E M HALMINO.

Distance no object.
Orders by post or telegrams promptly attended to.

Pr 'ue Lists free on appl ication.
Tclegiaphic Address—" OR V I I A N H D D U ," LONDON .

THE S H I P  A N D  T U R T L E ,
Proprietor, Uio. C. J. PAINTER .

Best and oldest house in London for recherche'
Masonic Banquets , Private Parties, and Dinners.

ASSEMUI .Y ROOMS FOR COM P A N I E S , &C.

OUR TURTLE "THE ELIXIR OE LIFE,"
Vide faculty.

Purveyors to 11.R.I 1. Prince of Wades, II .I .M. Emperor
of Russia , Dukes of Saxe Gotha , Connaug ht , Cambridge ,
and most ol Crowned Heads of Europe.

Manager , Bro. E. ASHBV .

CLARK'S CIVIL SERVICE
AMI

C O M M E R C I AL  COLLEGE,
2 AND 3, C H A N C E R Y  L A N K .

(Branches at J;OI , Holloway Raad; 1 1'j, St. John 's Hill ,
Clap ham ; /, Fitzroy Square, W.; and Cork).

FO U N D E R  .V P K I N C I I U I .—B RO . GEO. E. CLARK ,
Late H.M.C.S., Member of London Chamber

i f  Coinmcn c ;
Chiel of Civil Service and Com iiercial .Section at Royal

Masonic School for Girls , Battersea Rise.

Tiic College o/fers special facilities in preparation for
I H E  CIVIL SERVICE ,

University Matriculation ,
Local College of I' leccp luis ,

Society of Arts , and
Professional Exam. .

ALL COMMERC IAL Al'POlN IMENTS ,
Scholarship Exams., &c, &c.

Classes and Private Lessons in
All Languages , Correspondence ,

Book-keeping, Slioithand ,
Typewriting, &c, &c.

Write for particulars, ur app ly person illy any day
between 9 a.m. and <j p.m.

Over 4500 Students of Clark' s College have been si c-
cessful in Civil Service Exams.

2 and 3, CHANCERY LANE . VV.C. 

F R E E M A S O N ' S  H Y M N . —T H E
P MYSTIC TIE. Words and Music proposed tiy
.'. J . SrKlN. Price is. Od. nett.

T H E  S H I P  H O T E L ,
IIALL1FORD-ON-T11AMES, SHEPPERTON.

Bro. I'". J. TTIAYRE , Proprietor.
(Many years al the Savoy Hotel).

1 hc above old-established and famous Ilosteliy is most
pleasantly situated on the banks of the Thames at one ol
its most charming reaches.

There is a large Coffee Room with a grand uninterrupted
view.

Superior accommodation lor Masonic gatherings ,
Families , Ang lers, &c.

Fish abound in the immediate vicinity ol the Hotel , and
experienced Fishermen are always available, Billiards ,
Boating, Punting, Posting, &c.

Telephone No. 6S70. Established 1808.

MATTHEWS , DREW , & CO.,
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

STATIONERS, PRINTERS, LITHOGRAPHERS,
ACCOUNT BOOK MAKERS.

KSTIMATBS SUBMITTED.

" THE PROFESSIONAL NOTE ,"
A High-class Vellum Paper , with Roug h or Satin Surface.

SAMPLES ON APPLICATION.

Send for  Illustra ted Price Lil t Free.
MATTHEWS , DREW , &COMPANY ,

37 St 38, HIGH HOLBORN , LONDON, W.C.
(Opposite Chancery Lane).

Law Writing Department—10, GRAY 'S I NN PLACH, W.C.

C U M M E R  O U T I N G S .

ROYAL WINDS OR A ND T I I K  RIVER
TII .UIKS .

Comp lete ai iai igcinents made ior Masonic or other
•-j- tii-s visilii) ',' Windsor.

Steam Launch Trips ovei some ol the pielticst pails ol
the River.

Charming Drives to Viiginia Water , Buinhain Beeches ,
&c.

Steam Launches or Brakes engaged.

LUNCIU - ON & DINING KOi '.US. RKS1AURAN1 *.
Canfnllr a , /< ¦/< , /  I IV/ . ' , ,-.

LAYTON H R O T M K R b ,
l ONH t iiii.M'.KS ru lli'.R MA IKM- V nn*: (JI.M-.EN,

WINDSOR.

WASHING WELL D O N E  A N D
A C C U R A T E L Y  R E T U R N E D .

Old Established.
VICIOKI V LAUNDRY WORKS , 'Jliiid's Hill , Ik-ridon.

Prospectus fice.

" \7  I C T O R I A  — M O T H E R  OF
V MASONS ,"

By Uro. ] H O R N S E Y  CASSON ,
P' l'.G.O. Derbyshire .

G EOEUE K E N N I N G , 10 and i< ~>a . Great (Jucen SIrec ',
(opposite Freemasons' l-Jall,), VV.C.

BRO. EDWARD P. DELEVA NTI
will be pleased to undertake

MUSICAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR .MASONIC
BANOUETS, CONSECRATIONS , &c.

(Craft , Arch, .Mark, Secret Monitor , <Vc)
MASONIC (JUARIETTE .

T H E  C O U R T  P A R T  S I N G E R S .
Layer Marney, Mcunt Paik , Ealing; or 10 Gieat 1 ' iccn

Slicet , W.C.

GRAND LODGE D E C I S I O N S
Extra , I ,  d j  nan the Aul 'm-ri- .etl Rt p-irts tf  the

Grand Ledge t f  Eng land , dining the pa. -./ Jj  years.
E D I T E D , A l i K A .Ni i l - . l - , A N D  A N N O  I A l  El l  l iy

Wo 11. Bi'.o. R KV . J . T. L A W R E N C E , M.A.

Price 3s. in!., bound in cloth.

GEORGE K E N N I N G , M asonic Publisher ,
tO and iGa, GREAT (JUEE .N STREET, LONDON , W.C.

HASTINGS. — GILDERSLEEVE'S
PRIVATE HOTEL.

S T A N T O N  II 0 U S  Ii R O Y A L
Every accommodation. ,v> Spariou , Ru -ins , Private and
1'iiblic. Bist situation on Sea Front , Moat sheltered lor

Winter. Strictly moderate. Club of Instruction held.
Prop rietors, Mi. and Mrs. G I I . D E K . S L E E V E .

C R O S S L E Y  B R O S . ,
l -URNlSHINO I 'NDKRTAKKRS ,

Funera l Carriag e Ma ders and Monumental Masons.
Valuations for probate.

69, GREEN LANES, HAKR1NGAY , LONDON, N.
(Two minutes from llarringay I'aik Matij i).

No extra chaigc within six miles.

ANDERTON 'S H OTEL & TAVER N
FLEET STREET, LONDON.

I'". II. CLEMOW , Piopiklur.

1.1 connection with the Peacock Hotel , and Koyal Hotel ,
Boston, Lincolnshire.

The central position of Andeiton 's •.. unci-viatlcd lor
Masonic Banquet s, Public Dinners , Wedding Breakfasts,
Meetings of Creditors, Arbitrations , ic

The RESTAURANT on Eastern Side of Hotel Entrance
is open to the public from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. for Breakfasts,
Luncheons, Teas, and Dinners.

The 2S. Hot Luncheon , Irom 1 [/.tn. Iu j  p. HI ., iu Cutlcc
Room, unequalled.

Registered Address for Telegrams :—•
CLEMOW, LONDON.

FISH, POULTRY, GAME , OYSTERS.

J O H N  G Q W , L I M I T E D
** 17, NEW BROAD STREET, E.C,
u, HONEY LANE MARKET , CHEAPSIDE , E.G.,

23, LONDON STREET, MARK LANE, E.C.,
gj, THEOBALD'S RD., HOLBORN , W.C,

A N D

86, HIGH STREET, PECKHAM , S.E,

1DIIN GOW, Limited, always have on sale thc Larges t
Stock in London of the Very Best Quality it Lowest Pricer.

C A N N O N  S T R E E T  HOTEL ,
CANNON STREET, E.C.

RITTER & PUZEY, PROPRIETORS .

SPACIOUS AND COMMODIOUS ROOMS
FOR LARGE OR SMALL

M A S O N I C  L O D G E S ,
AND

B A N Q U E T S ,
M E E T I N G . , AUCTIONS, BALLS, CONCERTS , ARBITRA -

TIONS, ClNUEKKLLAS , ETC
VV. G. FENELEY , M ANAGER .

SREE'S ROYAL HOTEL , J ERSE Y
Healthiest situation in St. Iielicr.

20 degrees cooler than thc sea front.
BED AND BREAKFAST 5/6 AND 6/-.

FULL BOARD, ROOMS & SERVICE, 8/6* & ¦*,/ per day.
Telegraphic Address—" B RHKS , J ERSEY ."



It  is said thai kings can do no wrong, and Bro .
Richard Eve , as chairman of the Board of Manage-
ment of thc Royal Masonic Institution (or Boys, in
that particular position may be- looked upon as a con-
stitu tional king let , if not ;i ful l  blown king. It is the
more to be regretted , therefore , that he did not exhibit
greater familiar ity with thc strict chronological order
of events in connection with the Inst i tut ion over whose
government he so ably presides. In his speech at the
distr ibution of prizes in thc Albert Hall on Tuesday
he is reported to have said with reference to the present
School buildings at Wood Green being no longer large
enoug h for the increased and increasing ret irements
of the Institu tion , that thc foundation-stone of those
buildings was laid by the Baroness (then Miss) Burdett-
Coutts in 1862. The scheme for the erection of new
premises , in place of the old Lordshi p House which
had been purchased a few years previousl y, had not
then been heard of , and it was not till the month of

August , 1S63, that the foundation-stone was laid and
then thc ceremony was performed by the late Bro.
Al gernon Perkins , Past G. Warden of Eng land. .. Thc
service rendered by Baroness Burdett-Coutts was that
of lay ing the memorial stone of the present Assembly
Hal) and the year to which that event belonged is 1SX5.

* * #
- VVe look upon this very flagrant evidence of Bro.

Eve 's weakness in chronology as a more serious
matter than mi ght be generall y imag ined, lt is neces-
sary that the pup ils of our Boys ' Inst i tut ion should
make themselves as profi cient as possible in this par-
ticular branch of study, and Bro. Eve , as Chairman of
its governing ; body, was bound to set them a good
examp le. But , as a matter of fact , Bro. Eve murdered
his chronology to an extent that no self-respecting
Head Master would tolerate for a sing le moment.
Unfortunatel y, the next t ime any one of the boys is
ordered for punishment for mixing up his dates, he
will be able to plead in extenuation the terrible
example set to thc School by the Chairman of its
Board of Management.

* * »
In another of his remark s Bro. Eve appears to have

made a chronolog ical sli p. In speaking of the Prince
ol Wales having been with them as far back as 1S70 ,
when his Royal Hi ghness was pleased to take the
chair at the annual Festival , hc remarked that , " in
speaking of Loyalty and Charity as the watchwords of
Freemasonry," the Prince "had uttered words that
would never be forgotten by thc brethren." It was
not at the Boys' School Festival in the year referred
to, but at his installation as .M.W. Grand .Master in
1875, that his Royal Highness made use of thc ex-
pression as to Loyalty and Charity being thc watch-
words of Freemasonry. In this instance Bro. Eve is
not quite so far out , but evidentl y he is weak in this
matter , and we suggest that in future it will be well for
the Chairman of the governing body of une of our
Schools to mind his chronolog ical ps and 11s.

* » *
Thc third part of thc Centenary celebration will be

held on Saturday, thc 25th instant , when the hoys will
exhibit their proficiency in athletic exercises. Ordi-
narily, this fixture lakes precedence of the Prize-day
and the I'estival ; but the hbours in connection with
the Centenary meetings have been exceeding ly heavy,
and hence the postponement of the sports to a later
date than usual. Wc have no doubt that the same
interest will be taken in these proceedings as at the
distribution of prizes and thc Centenary Festival in
thc Royal Albert Hall.

# * *
Unusual interest was taken in the proceedings al the

recent convocation at Plymouth on the ist instant ol
thc Provincial Grand Chapter of Devonshire. The
occasion was . an eventful one being none other
than that of the installation of Comp. the Hon. Sir
Stafford Northcote , Dart., M.I**., as Grand Superinten-
dent of thc Province in succession to Comp. Viscount
Ebrington , who some time since resigned that important
office. In consequence there was a very full attendance
of (lie companions , who ivere anxious hy their presence*
to welcome the ncw Grand Superintendent on his
installation. Devonshire is strong in its regard for
Royal Arch Masonry, the number of subscribing com-
panions being not far short of <j*)o. The ceremony
was performed by lhat veteran in all the branches ul
Freemasonry with  which he has been associated for so
many years , Comp. VV. W. B. Beach , M.I' ., Third
Grand Princi pal and Grand Superintendent ol Hamp-
shire and Isle of Wight. Sir Stall'ord Northcote is
now the presiding ollicer ol Devonshire in Craft , Royal
Arch , and Mark Masonry . He is very popular with
lhe members of lhe Order and is regarded by them as
one who , by his ability and the dili gence shown in the
discharge of his duties , will materiall y strengthen and
promote the interests of the Craft in Devonshire. Wc
congratulate lhe companions un the appointment , und
more particularl y on the great success which attendee
the meeting.

Our Gloucestershire brethren appear tu have had a
most satisfactory meeting of their Prov. Gi.ind Lod ge
at Tewkesbury a short while since , when they met
under the presidency of their Prov. G. Master , Bro,
.Sir Michael Hicks-Beach , Bart., M.I'., who , notwith-
standing the heavy clrims upon his time by his
ministerial duties , was able lo attend on the occasion.
The reports of the executive ollicers were very gratif y-
ing, there being a sli ght increase in the number of
subscribing members, while the financial position o"

the Province leaves nothing to be desired. One thing
is clear—that Gloucestershire is an out-and-out sup-
porter of our Charitable Institution! , , and means doing
something great this year , lhe total of the sums
raised ior thu Boys' Centenary being stated at some-
thing over ,£2500.

# 4- *

The District Gr.ind Lodgo of (Jueensland held its
regular Ouartcrl y Communication at Freemasons'
Hall , Brisbane , on the 2nd March last , under the pre-
sidency of Bro. the Hon. Augustus C. Gregory,
C.M.G., District Grand Master. There was a full
attendance of the brethren , and we are glad to know ,
f rom thc interest they took in thc proceedings and
from the proceedings themselves , that Freemasonry
under the Eng lish Constitution in this distant Austra-
lasian Colony is in a highl y prosperous condition.
From the District Grand Treasurer 's statement of
account it appears that thc Invested Funds on the
General Account have increased by not far short of
£400, as compared with the year 1896, while those of
thc Fund of Benevolence are greater by nearly .£200.

liut our chief interest in the proceedings has
reference to a statement made by the District Grand
Master , or , rather , reid on his behalf by the Deputy
District Grand Secretary, on the additions recentl y
made to thc Book of Constitutions. The District
Grand Master drew attention to the altered
state of the law on the subject of joining a
new Grand Lod ge in a British Colony. He pointed
out that until these additions were made it was
not competent for any lodge even to consider , as a
lod ge, the question of joining thc proposed new
organisation. Now any lodge m**iy discuss it , having
previousl y obtained a dispensation from the District
Grand Master for the purpose. But in order that a
motion lo join a proposed new Grand Lodge may be-
come valid it must be curried by a majority of the
members present at such discussion. Moreover , for a
lod ge to be in a position to app ly for a dispensation
to discuss any such motion , due notice must be given
at onc meeting of a motion for the dispensation , and
this can onl y be carried by a two-thirds majority of the.
members present. Hence visiting brethren would
have no ri ght to speak or vote on the motion , and it
would be " hi ghly irregular tor the Presiding Master
to allow " any visiting brother to address thc lodge
on thc subject.

Thc District Grand Master fu r the r  pointed out
that in the event of such a resolution being carried , it
must be transmitted to the (irand Master , who , if he is
ol opinion lhat a sufficientl y large majority of the
lod ges in the District are in favour of having a local
Grand Lod ge, now has full  authority to cease issuing
new warrants for additional lod ges in lhe Dist iict , and
if six months later , any lod ge or lod ges elects to
dissolve , it or they would become extincl , and their
warrants and records returned to Grand Lodge, the
lod ges, however , having power to dispose of its secular
property as il mi ght desire. On being pressed as to
whether it was obli gatory that tl* o warrant and records
should be returned to Grand Lod ge, the Dist. Grand
Master decided that this inusl be done , to the Grand
Lodgo of Eng land , " without reference being made to
auy actiuiv that lod ge might afterwards lake."

l'*roiii this statement , il would appear th.il there are
lod ges in Eng land under lhe Eng lish Constitution
which .ire desirous oi joining a local (irand Lodge,
while  we know lhat words uf warning were uttered
some time ago that the Irish and Scotch lod ges in
the Colony have become so numerous during the past
few ye ars as to exercise a preponderant voice in thc
event of a proposal for severance from the Graud
Lodges at home should be made, even thoug h a major-
ity of the Eng lish lod ges should desire tu remain in
their present alleg iance.

Lnclo-.ed with cupy of the report ol the Proceedings
of the District Grand Lodge al Ihis meeting is a
memorandum issued by Bro. B. I.. Darnell , P.G.D. of
Eng land , Deputy Dislrict Grand Master , and many
other inf luent ial  brethren in the Distiict , in which
lliey express themselves strong ly against separating
themselves from the Grand I.od ge uf Eug lind , setting
forth at considerable leng th the reasons they have for
this opposition. This memorandum is of so important
a character , that we shall lake an early opportunity of
repro ducing it in ful l , so that our readers may have
some idea of the views held by some of the princi pal
brethren in the Colony on the multi plication of local
Grand Lodges.

T E O F A N I ' S

H I G H - C L A S S

C I G A R E T T E S .

Teofani' s are sold at the leading Hotels, Restaurants , and
Tol acconists throughout the United Kingdom.

Awarded Two Gold Medals for (Juality and Make,
International Tobacco Exhibition , 1895.

A Feature of the Metropolis .

SPIERS & POND'S

/ C R I T E R I O N  R E S T A U R A N T ,

P I C C A D I L L Y  C I R C U S ,
LONDON , VV.

E A S T R O O M .
Finest Cuisine, unsurpassed by the most renowned

Parisian Restaurants, Luncheons, Dinners and Suppers
a la carte and pri x lixc. Viennese Band.

G R A N D  H A L L .
Musical Dinner 3s. Gd. per head. Accompanied by the

Imperial Austrian Band.

W E S T R 0 0 M .
Academy Luncheon 2s. Od., Diner Parisien 5s., during both

ol which the renowned Mandolin Quartette performs.

BUFFET & GRILL ROOM.
Quick service i\ la carte and moderate prices. Joints in

each room fresh from the Spit every half-hour.

A M E R I C A N  BAR.
Service of special American Dishes, Grills, &c.

Sp lendid Suites of Rooms fo r  Mi l i ta ry  and other

Dinners.

fIDaaonic tflotea.
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GotTCs pcmbence.
Wc do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions expressed by our correspon dents

but we wish , in a spirit of fair play to all, to permit—with in certain necessary limits-
free discussion.

GRAND MASTERS' LODGE , No. t.
To the Editor of the "Freemaso n."

Dear Sir and Brother,
In view of the ever increasing number of new lodges, it may not be

uninteresting to some of your readers to peruse the subjoined tabular statement
showing the number of years the present members of the Grand Masters' Lodge,
No. i , have been attached to it.

It will be seen that in addition to the many old members of the lod ge,
ranging in Masonic service from 10 to 45 years, we have a constant supp ly of
eligible recruits to enable us to continue the uninterrupted prosperity of our
distinguished lodge.

I remember the late Grand Secretary, Colonel Shadwell Clerke (a member
of the lodge), telling me that he did not ' consider the average Masonic life to
exceed eight or nine years ; the Gran d Masters ' Lodge may therefore, I think ,
pride itself on having established a record.

Our present muster roll consists of 82 members, and the following list shows
their relative seniority :

1 Member 45 Years. 2 Members 15 Years.
1 ., 39 .. S >, U ,,
2 „ 3S „ 3 ., !3 ,,
1 „ 34 .. 4 >, i° »
1 „ 32 1. 6 >¦ 9 ,.
2 „ 30 „ 3 .. 8 »
2 „ 29 ,, 4 6 »
2 ,, 24 ,, 3 ii 5 ii
3 u 2-t ,, 5 ,, 3 » -
1 „ 21 „ 9 „ - „
2 „ 20 „ 3 » * »
3 „ 19 ,. 2 „ Current year.
7 > ¦ '8 .. 
5 "7 ¦> S2

I am, Sir and Brother , yours very fraternall y,
CHARLES BELTON ,

P.M., P. Dep. G.D.C, Honorary Secretary.
4th June.

BOARD OF GENERAL PURPOSES.
To the Editor of the " Freemason."

Dear Sir and Brother ,
I was one of the unsuccessful candidates at the Board of General

Purposes at Grand Lodge on the ist inst., and should like to state throug h your
columns that by some error the asterisk placed against the names of the members
of the late Board in my case was omitted. This , as you must know , is a serious
matter in the voting, as so many voters, " especiall y country brethren ," not
knowing any of the candidates vote for members of the late Board, some vote
for the whole of the candidates who have the asterisk against their name ; I used
to do so myself when I did not know who to go for. I consider its omission cost
me my seat ; surel y some one should have discovered the mistake ere the voting
cards were distributed.

I beg to return my sincere thanks to those brethren who came long distances ,
and to some expense and trouble to vote for me. Thanking you in antici pation
for inserting this letter.—I am , dear Sir and Brother , faithfull y and fraternall y
yours,

EDWIN STYLES , P.M., P.Z. 704.

CONSECRATION OF TIIE ADDINGTON LODGE,
No. 2G83.

The above lodge—the latest addition to the Province of Bucking ham-
shire—was consecrated on the 19th ult., at the Bridge House Hotel , Kton ,
Bro. the Rev. J. S. Brownri gg, Deputy P.G.M. Bucks , being Consecrating
Office r, ably assisted by Bros. J. E. Bowen , P.A.G.D.C , Prov. G. Sec, as
S.W. ; J. Hathersley, Prov. J.G.W., as J.W. ; and J. C. V. Tower, P.P.S.
G.D., as D.C.

lhe founders were Bros. W. Pottinger , P.M. 2262 , J .D. 2581; ; James
O Dea, P.M. H7S and 25S9; J. J. Wri ght , P.M. 1981 ; W. G. Cannon ,
P.M., P.P.G.S.B. ; J. T. Jones, 1446 ; W. J. Waterman , 25S9; G.
Jameson , 22C2 ; W. H. Holliday, F.J . F. Allshom , G. Cannon , C. Bene-
dict , J .D. 2262 ; A. Platel , E. Colvin , H. Hicks, W. M. Reid , H. V.
Lloyd , W.M. 22G2 ; E. J. Hall , R. H. Cheesman , and W. J. Millington ,
2246.

lhe Consecrating Master did his work efficiently and well and at the
close of the consecration installed Bro. Pottinger , P.M., into the chair of
K.S., who was pleased to invest the following brethre n as oflicers : Bros.
O'Dea , P.M., S.W. ; Wri ght , P.M., J.W. ; Cannon , P.M., Treas. ;
J. T. Jones , Sec. ; Waterman , Org. ; J ameson , S.D. ; Holliday, J .D. ;
Allshom , I.G. ; G. Cannon , D.C ; and Benedict and Platel , Stwds.

The whole of the furni ture , tools , kc, were new and presented a grand
tpcctacle.

lhe  visitors were Bros. Page, P.M. 77 1 and 26 7 1 ; Rcols ,
P.M. 25S9 ; W. Malham , P.M. 1539 ; G. Malham , P.M. i .*r,9;
H. VV. Hump hreys , 1(38 ; J. Vouldon , P.M. 54S ; W. Youldon ,
P.M. 1(13 8;  J. A. Dawes, P.M. 2022 ; Roberts , P.M. 79; Clemon ,
P.M. 22( 12; Moorman , P.M. 19 1S ; Bond , P.M. Min ; Pickering,
1 .*"• "• ' ¦ ;  li. Mitchell , 14 |6 ; Vernon , 1539 ; l i lms , P.M. 1 339 ; Wood ,
19.S1 ; J . Cannon , 22(12 ; Wagner , 1 S29 ; Mullens , 22O2 ; Sar.dcr,
7 7 1 ;  Mold , 13S1 ; I I .  W. Mitchell , n j S;; Lerwill , 15 ; Tay lor , 1 (182 ;
Newlon , 19 (13 ; Dunham , 23110 ; Wilson , 1324 ; Atk in , 134S and 23S9 ;
Pain , 24 1(1 ; Sf.(juin , 22O 4 ; Holland , 1,548 ; and Koumaine , who enjoyed a
most sumptuous banquet.

Those brethren who responded spoke in the hi ghest praise of the
whole of the ceremony.

DEDICATION OF MASONIC BUILDINGS AT
ROTHERHAM.

On the and inst. the members of the Phcenix Lodge, No. 904 , dedicated their
new lodge room in High-street , Rotherham. The new home, which it is hoped
will be a permanent one, consists of a comfortable suite of rooms in the new
block of buildings erected on a site which previousl y belonged to the Corpora-

tion and adjoined the old Bank in] Hi gh-street , having been purchased by the
local authority in the negotiations for street improvements. The new bui ldings
have, on the ground floor, shops, and leading fro m the centre one, with an
additional entrance up the arcade, which forms the main entrance of the hall , is
a cafe', the appointments of which are to be on a scale of great comfort and
refinement. The hall has on each side dressing rooms, and is suitable for
theatrical entertainments as well as for balls and concerts. The floor is of
polished oak, and running on one side about half way up, and leading out of the
supper room is a wide balcony or corridor. On account of the diversity of
purposes for which the building is to be used it was impossible to hold a Masonic
consecration , and it had therefore been decided to hold a dedication ceremony of
the rooms which are devoted solely to Masonic purposes. This ceremony was
performed on the 2nd instant in the presence of a representative gathering of
West Yorkshire brethren , the Deputy Prov. Grand Master , Bro. J. Cooper
Malcolm , P.G.D., assisted by the officers of the Provinc ial Grand Lodge.
Particularl y interesting parts of the ceremony were the unlocking of the door of
the lodge room with a silver key, suitab ly inscribed , which Bro. Malcolm was
pleased to accept as a memento of the occasion.

A short address was delivered by Bro. WATSON , P.P.G.W. and hon. librarian ,
on the "History and Progress of the PhfEnix Lodge."

A banquet was held after the ceremony and served in the large supper room,
covers being laid for 70. The toast list was short and speeches were numerous.

Bro. Ensor Drury was warmly received , and , on referring to the Masonic
Charities , Bro. B L A C K B U R N , Vice-Chairman of thc VVest Yorkshire Charity Com-
mittee , provoked enthusiasm by his report of the sp lendid effort made by West
Yorkshire in connection with the Centenary Festival of the Royal Masonic
Insti tution for Boys , which will be held to-day (Friday), under the presidency of
thc Prince of Wa les, the subscriptions for this one province amounting to £s°00-

Craft flDaeonr fc
Lodge of Honour and Generosity, No. 165.

The installation meeting of this ancient and distinguished Iodge—which was con-
stituted in 1767—was held at the Inns of Court Hotel , Lincoln 's-Inn-Fields, on the 24th
ultimo , when there were present Bros. Frank E. Rosher, W.M.; A. P. Crabb, S.W.,
VV.M. elect ; F. H. Rosher, J .VV.j Jno. Woodhouse, J.D. ; Godfrey Sykes, I.G. j
J. W. II. Thompson , P.M., Treas.j H. Times , P.M., Sec. ; J. R. Drake, P.M. ; A.
Hayne; the Kev. H. G. Rosher, M.A. ; VV. de B. Herbert , B.A.; W. Marcus
Thompson , A. Spencer Ellam , C. J. Andrews, H. Bearman , Leo Norman , H. W
Clarkson , J. W. Ellis , Chas. Olden, F.G.S. ; and R. H. Goddard , Tyler. The visitors
werc Bros. E. Letchworth , G. Sec. j Jno. Robbins, D.D., P.G. Chap., the Archdeacon
of London ; F. West, P.G.D. ; J. D. Langton , P.D.G.D.C. ; Sir Joseph Dimsdale,
P.G. Treas. ,* J. K. Jarrett, }6 (N.B.); H. Wharton Wells, W.M. 946; W. A.
Piggott , P.M. 1670 j G. Walker j F. J. Terry Horsey, I.P.M. 1S61 ; O. B. Cuvilge,
1; D. Tudor , 17G ; Douglas Gordon , I GQI ; I . Edwards, 14*17; VV. Van Praagh ,
P.M. 1491 ; VV. H. Herbert , 173 ; J. F. Beck, 1S53, tioG ; VV. Grant, 2231; A. R.
Upjoh n, 2033; Geo. Hallett ; J . R. Clipperton , P.G.S.B. ; J. H. Wainwright, P.M.
8 (New York) ; Frank H. Calling ham, J.D. 1769 ; H. S. Simmons, 2488; J. II.
Ford, 202S ; Reginald Groome, 1929; G. E. Williams , Lovett King, Chas. Bertram ,
1614 ; II. Goug h ; and R. T. VVest, 1744.

After the customary opening formalities and the reading of the minutes, the report
of the Audit Committee was received and adopted, and it was unanimousl y resolved that
a second bar be added to the Past Master 's jewel of Bro. G. E. Wainwright with a
suitable inscription in recognition of the ability with which hc had discharged the duties
of Secretary for the past four years. The VV.M., Bro . Frank E. Rosher, then raised
Bro. Charles Olden to the Third Degree. The VV.M. 's working of the ritual was
carried out in a manner that was perfect. Bro. E. Letchworth , G. Sec, then occupied
the chair and installed Bro. Alfred P. Crabb as VV.M. The newl y-installed Master
appointed and invested his ollicers and addressed suitable and appropriate words to
each. They were Bros. F. Howard Rosher, S.VV.; J. Woodhouse, J.VV. ; Rev.
II. G. Rosher, M.A., Chap.,* J. VV. Howard Thompson, P.M., Treas. ; Henry Times,
P.M., Sec ; Godfrey Sykes, S.D. j  VV . de B. Herbert, LL.B., J.D. j VV. Marcus
Thompson , LG.; A. Spencer Ellam, Stwd. ; H. VV. Clarkson, Org.; and R. H.
Goddard , Tyler. The usual addresses were given b y Bro. E. Letchworth , G. Sec, in a
most eloquent and impressive manner , and it is hardl y necessary to record that he carried
out thc installation ceremony in his inimitable style. At the close of the addresses the
VV.M. rose and said that his next duty was a very important one, viz., to present a Past
Master 's'jewel to liro . F. E. Rosher, I.P.M., as a very small return for his eminent services
to the lodge. In acknowledging the jewel , Uro . Frank E. Rosher , LP.M., stated thit h;
should ever appreciate it. Mi ght he mention , that after the great traditions of the
lod ge, the oflice of Master was not a sinecure , but he hoped he had given satisfaction
during his very happy year of oflice, and the kindness, which he should never forget,
he had received from them all. In eloquent and pathetic term ;, B:o. J. W. H> *ard
Thompson , P.M., referred to the death of Bro. Robert Collier Driver , P.M., P.G.D.,
the father of the lodge, and its Secretary for 37 years, and it wis uninimiuly resol/ed
that a letter of condolence be sent to the family of the late brother. The Secretary
stated that letters of regret had been received , through illness and other causes, from the
following: Bros. Chas. Belton , P.M., P.D.G.D.C ; Edwd. Terry, P.G. Treas. ; Chas.
Warner , the Eirl of Euston , Lawrence Kellie , Gerald Loder, M.P. ; Sir Simeon Stuart ,
Bart. ; Henry Neville , A.G.D.C. ; Thos. Fenn , P.G.W. ; Col Sir Kdward Gourley, M.P.;
Walter F. Orriss, James Fernandez , Alderman Sir Walter Wilkin , VV. Ginz , P.G. Org.;
VV. S. I'enley, and W. R. McConnell , O.C. A gentleman was proposed for initiation
at the meeting, when the lod ge was closed , and the brethren adjourned to a banquet.

The usual loyal toasts having been proposed by the VVorship ful Master and" duly
honoured ,

Bro. J. VV. Howard Thompson , P.M., at the request of the VV.M., proposed "The
Grand Ollicers, Present and Past," and said it was an easy task, because it was their
good fortune to have two members of the lodge who were Grand Ollicers , viz., Bros.
Richard Eve , P.G.T., and Charles Belton , P.D.G.D. of C, and hc was sorry that they
were not able to he present , and the lod ge had lost several members by death who were
Grand Ollicers. They were honoured that evening with the presence of Bros, the Arch-
.1 „c r 1~_ . cr:- I i. li:.— ,- .i_ i. » r» -f» . i t .  r _ _  L>-LI "_,. a r C-.-,., •deaco n of London; Sir Josep h Dimsdale , P.G.'i.; Dr. Jno. Robbin s, P.G. Cup. ;
E. Letchworth , G. Sec. ; Fred West , P.G.D .; J. R. Clipperton , P.G.S B.; and J.
D. Langton , P.I) .(j .D.G. The Grand Secretary had performed the installat ion cere-
mony in a manner that was perfect , and , on behalf of the members, he tendere d him
his very lu st thanks for his services that evening. The wearers of the blue asked the
Grand Ollicers to accept thtir best wishes , and they were indebted to them for their
attendance. He associated with the toast the name of the Archdeacon of L-andon.

The Archdeacon of London responded in a very humorous speech , which elicit ed
roars of laug hter , and remarked that the Grand Ollicer;. would long remember lh;ir visit
and the way they had been received and entertained .

In giving '* lhe  W.M., Bro. Alfred P. Crabb," Bro. F. E. Rosher, I.P.M., stated
that a most pleasant duty fell to him to submit the toast of the evening, bat he felt some
diflidence because he was not able to do it justice. The Past Masters who had gone
before him had always installed their successors and as he had not done so he felt souie*



what small , but he was deepl y grateful to the Grand Secretary for his kindness in
consenting to perform the beautiful ceremony which he did in so perfect a manner. In
Bro . Crabb they had a W.M. who possessed every qualification for that high office , he
having commenced his Masonic career by attending lod ges of instruct ion , and working
hard wi,th the result that he soon became an expert in the ritual. He (Bro. Rosher) was
deeply indebted to the W.M. for his Masonic knowled ge and he would have been in
bad straits without his tuition. During the W.M. 's year of office they might look
forward to his work being done " second to none " and they all welcomed him in his
position and would all work loyally to make his reign an unqualified success.

Bro. Alfred P. Crabb, W.M., on rising to respond , was received with quite an
ovation. He said it was with no ordinary emotion that he rose on that occasion—the
proudest and happ iest moment of his life —to thank the I.P.M., Bro . Frank E. Rosher,
for the kind but too flattering terms with which hc had proposed his health and the
breth ren for the hearty manner with which they had received the toast. To be Master
of any lodge, was what every good Mason should look forward to, but to be Master of
that ancient and honourable lodge gave additional satisfaction and pleasure. He would
like to add , but without wishing to praise himself , that he had always worked hard for
the Cra ft , but during the coming year he could hudl y hope to emulate his brillia nt pre-
decessors, and all he could promise was to do his best , and man could do no more.
He was especially beholden to the Grand Secretary for his services that night as
Installing Master. That occasion recalled to him the great obligation he owed to Bro.
Richard Eve, P.G. Treas., for being his sponsor in Masonry, and to Bro. Howard
Thompson, P.M., for being his seconder. In concluding his speech, which was given
with much feeling*, he said, that during his term of office he hoped to continue the two
old attributes of the lodge, viz., " Honour and Generosity."

Before resuming his seat, the W.M. stated that he had a toast to propose, one of
the most important of the evening, viz., "The Past Masters of the Lodge," and with
it he wished to coup le the name of the I.P.M., Bro. Frank E. Rosher, who had
done so much good work for the lodge, especially during the last "pear he was the pre-
siding officer , and they all admired the masterly manner in which he hid performed his
duties. All the other Past Masters were so well-known to them th at it was not neces-
sary for him to extol their good qualities , and reiterate what a keen interest they took
in the well-being of the lodge ; they were ever willing to lend a hel ping hand to those of
us of whom he felt that he was one who needed assistance.

The toast was drunk with acclamation , and
Bro. Frank E. Rosher, LP.M., on rising to respond, was received with much

enthusiasm. He stated that he hoped not to have been called upon , but he did not
regret it, as it was a grand moment for him to be one of the Past Masters —a great body
who would do credit to any lodge—and those present were a fair specimen of what they
were. His labours were then ended , and he could rest on any laurels they thoug ht he
might have earned; but he should like to mention that he had during his term of oflice
done the Three Degrees in one evening, and he should have performed two that evening,
but the initiate was not able to attend. He thanked the brethre n for the kind reception
they had given him , and said that he and the other Past Masters would always be glad
to give every assistance, should any be ever needed.

At the request of the W.M., Bro. Rosher, LP.M., presented the toast of "The
Installing Master , Bro. E. Letchworth , G. Sec," and said that Bro. Letchworth was so
well known that his name was a by-word in Masonry, that he need not dilate upon his
worth and eminent qualifications , and the great things he had done for the Craft.

Bro. E. Letchworth , G. Sec; on rising to reply, met with a most enthusiastic recep-
tion. He stated that he was proud to have had the honour of installing the VV.M., but
he regretted that his two old friends—Bros. Richard Eve, P.G.T., and Charles Belton ,
P.A.G.D.C.—were not present, as he had bee n associated with them for many years.

The toast of " The Visitors " was honoured.
Bro. Sir Joseph Dimsdale , P.G.T.; responded in a very eloquent speech, as did Bro.

J. H. Wainwright , P.M. S, New York.
In proposing "The Oflicers," the W.M. stated that he was extremel y fortunate in

having an exceedingly good set of oflicers at his back , and he had much pleasure in
joining with the toast the name of the S.VV., Bro. F. Howard Rosher.

In responding, Bro. F. Howard Rosher said that he and his colleagues would do
their very best to make the W.M.'s year of oflice a great success.

The Tyler 's toast ended a most successful and enjoyable evening.
Bro. Reginald Groome was assisted in the musical arrangements by Mr. James

Blakcby, Bros. Lovett King, Charles Bertra m (The King of Cards), and J. Edwards.

Lion and Lamb Lodge, No. 192.
A meeting of this lodge was held at Cannon-street Hotel on the 2nd instant , when

there were present Bros. William Baker, VV.M. ; J. G. Robeson , S.VV. ; Thomas
Stokes, }.W.; T. Cohu, P.M., Treas. ; H. Legge, P.M., Sec ; A. Fergusson,
S.D. ; j. C. Peach, J.D. ; Jas. Smith , P.M., D.C. ; A. J. Rippin , I.G. ; G. Couch-
man , Tyler; Hughes, P.M.; Miner , P.M.; Abbott , P.M.; Taylor, Franklin ,
Rawkins , Collins, S. Ri ppin , Hipwell , Ward , Lloyd, Farr , Fishleigh, Welch , Williams ,
Purhrook , Wetton , Crawshaw, Blaxton , and Dixon. Visitors : Bros. Newman , 65 ;
Harlow , G5; and Field , late Port Na 'al Lodge, No. 73S.

Lodge having been opened , thc minutes were read. A candidate for passing arrived
too late (being detained), and no work was done. A candidate was proposed for initia-
tion at the next meeting, and the lodge was closed.

Amity Lodge, No. 137.
Wednesday, the ist instant , may not be inaptly termed a "red-letter day " in the

history of the above lodge. On that occasion the lodge celebrated the initiation of the
500th candidate, an event which does not rank less in importance than the centenary of
the lodge, which took place as far back as thc year 1.SG5. Ihis event of itself was
of sufficient importance to warrant the lodge in celebrating it in a befitting manner , but
added to this the fact that (he member initiated was no less a personage than the Hon.
Frederick Napier Thesiger , son of Lord Chelmsford , and son-in-law of Lord Wimborne,
additional lustre was lent to the proceedings.

The cer< niony of initiation took place in lhe lodge-room, situate in the Market-
street , Poole, and in addition to the members of the lodge, who were present in goodly
numbers , the W.M. was supported by a larjje number of visiting brethre n fro m the
Provinces of Dorset , Hants , and the Isle of Wight , Bournemouth being strong ly repre-
sented. The VV.M., Bro. Herbert Saunders, who is to be heartily congratulated on the
way in which the whole ceremony was carried through , was supported by all the officers
of t ie lod ge, with one excep tion , Bro . C. Carter , D.C, who is away on the Continent.

Amonust ihe visitors were Bros. G. Pitt Lewi?, O.C, 44, P.G. Stwd., P.P.S.G.W.
Devon (Recorder of Poole) ; the Rev. VV. Mortiin- *r"i lcath , P.G.C. ; Case, P.G.S.B.,
Prov. G. Sec ; C. II. Gush , S.VV . 622 ; C Pearce, I.P.M. 220S ; II. Robson , 2208 ;
A. Robeitscn , 220S ; A. Davidso n , S.VV. 1037 ; D. Sydenham , P.M. 195 ; G. Hab-
good, jun.,  P.M., D.C. (.22 ; VV. Sloper , 622 ; F. T. Cutler , W.M. 195 ; J. A. Craw-
shaw, J.W. iyj ; J. Raymond , 622 ; 11. VV. G. Knight , S.VV. 220.S; O. Rogers,
1.12S ; VV. II .  Vye, P.M. 195 ; J . Carter, 2539; VV. Davis, P.M. 120, P.P.G.S. of
VV. ; I". Paiker , J .D. 3SO ; H. G. B. Frampton , C22 , P.P.G. R<*g. ; J. C Charlton ,
A. C. Khcher . 132 ; G. E. Bridge , VV.M. 220S ; W. J. Bick , VV.M. 114O ; A. Hatt ,
P.M. S14; VV. VV. Webber , I.P.M. S14 ; Chas. Laney, 105 ; F. Griffin , P.M. 5SG ;
and II. Harvey, I.W. 220S.

The officers and m;mbers who were present were as folio *.vs : Bros. J. II. Whadcoat ,
LP.M.; F. P. Oakley, S.VV. ; II .  VV. Scratchlcy, J .VV. ; F. A. Sharp, Chap. ; Dug-
dale , Treas. ; C. J. Woodford , Sec. ; L. VV. Pretty, S.D. ; G. A. Mate, J.D. ; A.
II. Yeatman , I.G. ; VV. J. White , Org. ; H. T. Harris , Stwd. ; W. J. Tarrant , P.M.;
H. J. Sy denham , P.M. ; T. S. Furnell , P.M.; P. E. L. Budge, P.M. ; G:o. Parry ,
P M . ;  F. Travers , P.M.; II.  Merrick , P.M. ; Geo. Squibb , Ty ler; G. Cole , 11.
Wakefield , IL Burden , A. Lan*;Iois , Jis. Summers , W. E. Loader , C. Thresh , W. J .Bacon , A. J ames , VV. S. Hallett , T. )ohnston , VV. ). Burden , T. K. Ingra m, F. Phillips ,
P. P. King, S. Short, D. Palk , G. T.'Budden , VV. j. Collins , O. Collins, 1*. Grifliths , J.Collier , W. Andrew , J. Condon , and others .

Ihe initiation ceremony, which took place at half-past three in t i e  afternoon , was
earned out in a most impressive manner by Bro. Saunters , W.M., who was assisted by
Brcs. Whadcoat , Sharp, Woodford , Oakley, and Rev. Heath.

Immediatel y afler the ceremony, the brethren adjourned to the Guildhall , whichhad been kindly p laced at the disposal of the lodge, where a grand banquet was held
under thc presidency of Bro. Saunders. Thc menu , which was of a recherche character ,

gave every satisfaction , and reflected the greatest credit on Bro. G. W. Green, to whose
hands the catering was entrusted.

After the meal, the usual toasts given on such occasions were duly honoured.
The W.M., in suitable terms, first submitted "The Oueen and the Craft ," and

"The M.W.G.M., H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, K.G./'̂ which were accorded the
customary Masonic honours.

The next- toast proposed was that of "The M.W. Pro G.M., the Earl of
Lathom ; the R.W.D.G.M., the Earl Amherst ; and the rest of the Grand O 'fhers ePresent and Past." This was spoken to by Bro. Whadcoat, who said they ought to b
exceeding ly thankful that they had such a body of gentlemen who were willing to spend
their time in the service of the Craft. He mentioned that the Earl of Lathom was only
just recovering from the great bereavement he had sustained by the death of his wife ,
and, with the other officers , was now throwing himself more enthusiastically than ever
into the work of promoting the success of the Craft. They were honoured that evening
by the presence of two Past Grand Officers , Bros. Rev. VV. Mortimer Heath , Past G.
Chap., and Case, P.G.S.B., whom they accorded a most hearty welcome.

Bro. the Rev. W. M. Heath , the first to respond, congratulated Lodge Amity on
the ioth jubilee of the candidature of the lodge, and said it was a most auspicuous
occasion for the members, by whom it would be sure to be long remembered. He
esteemed it a privilege to be there that day, and congratulated the lodge on the proofs
of its good working during the many years that were past, and remarked that it was a
good augury for the future. Judging trom what he had seen that afternoon , as to the
manner in which the ritual was carried out, Lodge Amity would never be behindhand ,
but would always bear a high reputation. He spoke of the good working of the Grand
Lodge, and attributed it to the able brethren who conducted the affairs of that august
body.

The W.M. next gave "The R.W.P.G.M., Bro. Montague John Guest ; the Dep.
P.G.M., VV. Bro. Brymer, M.P. ; and the Prov. G. Offi cers, Present and Past." He
said that he had received a letter fro.ai Bro. Brymer, M.P., regretting his inability to be
present , but they had a good representative present in the person of Bro. Case, whose
name was coupled with the toast, as well as those of Bros. F. P. Oakley and W. D.
Dugdale.

Bro. Case congratula ted Bro. Saunders and the ollicers who assisted him on the
way in which the ceremony was performed that afternoon.

Bro. Whadcoat next submitted the toast of "The Worshi pful Master of Lodge
Amity," remarking that Bro. Saunders commenced at the bottom of the ladder, and
had gone through every office until he had obtained the proud position he now held.
Their VV.M. was to be envied on having to preside over such a large gathering of
brethren and on such an occasion, which would stand out uni que in the annals of the
lodge.

Bro. Saunders briefly returned thanks for the hearty way in which the toast had
been received. He felt that to be a very proud moment in his life at having to preside
over the initiation of their 500th member. He regarded it as the most auspicious event
in the lodge's history.

Bro. Dugdale submitted the next toast, that of " The Newly-initiated Candidate,
Bro. the Hon. F. J. N. Thesiger."

Bro. Thesiger suitably acknowled ged it, and apolog ised for the absence of his
father, Lord Chelmsford , who would have been present had not a prior engagement
prevented him.

Bro. Woodford submitted " The Visitors."
Bros. G. Pitt Lewis, Q.C, Gush, D. Sydenham (who said that was the jubilee year

of his being initiated as a Mason), Griffin , Cutler , and Bick responded.
"The Masonic Charities " was next given by Bro . Oakley, who referred to the

excellent work done tor the Benevole nt Institutions by Bro. Dugdale, who, with Bros.
Whadcoat and Woodford responded to the toast. It was remarked that the Dorset
Mas.nic Charity was in a flourishing state at the present time.

The VV.M. proposed "The Officers of the Lodge," which was replied to by all
present.

The Tyler 's toast brought the enjoyable evening 's proceedings to a close.
Songs wer -  rendered by a number of the brethren , Bro. VV. j. White presiding at

the pianoforte. —Bournemouth Visitors' Directory.

St. George Lodge, No. 242-
The first meeting of this Iodge under its new W.M. was held in the Masonic

Rooms, Doncaster, on Friday, the 3rd instant. Present: Bros. G. Smith , VV.M. ; L
Constable, acting I.P.M. ; T. W. Turner . S.W. ; F. Duff , J.W. ; A. W. Fretwell,
D.C, acting Sec. ; H. Foster, S.D. ; C Reasbeck , J .D. ; T. Anslay, acting I.G. ;
H. C White , Org. ; C. Goldthorpe , Charity Steward ; J. Hirst, acting Tyler; J. F.
Hanson , A. Bridge, C. Hopkinson, and others. Visitors : Bros. M. Dowson, 14S2, and
J. Constable, 2259.

The lodge having been opened , letters of apology for absence were read from several
officers and brethren. Bro. C Goldthorpe was appointed Almoner, and the lodge was
closed.

The brethre n then adjourned to the ante-room, where light refreshments werc served
by Bro. F. IL Buckland.

The usual Masonic toasts and songs followed.

Acacia Lodge, No. 2321.
Bro. J. C. Malcolm , P.M. 306, Dep. Prov. G.M. VVest Yorks, is doing his best to

become personally acquainted with the lodges in the province, and on Thursday, the
5th ult., he made an official visit at the regular monthly meeting of this lodge. In the
temporary absence of the VV.M., the lodge was opened by Bro . Bailey, I.P.M., the
officers present being Bros. John Niven , as I.P.M.; Chas. H. Ellis, P.M., Treas.; F.
Betterid ge, B.A., Chap. ; John T. Last, P.M., P.P.G. Reg., Sec. ; J. B. Fearnley,
as S.VV. ; I. A. Drake, I.W. : T. P. Svkes. S.D. : Wm. Dockwu I D  • ?. 5.
Hedley, I.G. ; J .C. Cooper , Tyler ; and T. II. Bedford and J. IL Tovnend , Stwds.
Visito rs : Bros. John C Malcolm , P.M. 30G , P.G.D. Eng., Dep. P.G.M.; Joseph
Wilson , P.M. 1034, P.P.G. Std. Br. ; H. Holland , W.M. 1018; T. Twivy, P.M.
101S; C. V. Woodcock , W.M., W. C. Dixon , and T. VV. Waite, all of 164S; 11. F.
Scales, 339; and A. J. Taylo-, Org. 2GG9.

The Dep. Prov. G.M., with the Prov. G. Cheers present , havin ir ente red , were
saluted , and the business of the meeting was proceeded with. Bro. J. L. Turner was
raised to the Third Degree by the acting W.M! j the working tools were explained by
Bro. Drake, J.W. ; and the charge delivered by Bro . Fearnley, acting S.VV. N otice of
a motion for a future meeting with a view to change the time of the bdge meetings , and
also a notice of a proposition of a candidate for initiation were given , and after " Hearty
good wishes," the lodge was closed.

Refreshment followed , after which the usual loyal an] Masonic toasts were dul yhonoured.
Bro. Malcom , P.G D., respond to the toast of "The Grand Officers," and also as

Deputy I'rov. Grand Master for Prov. Grand Lodge, in doing which , he expressed the
pleasure it had given him to visit the lod ge. l i s  was gratifnd with the proceedings of
the meeting, and congratulated the VV.M. on the efficiency of the working, and he
would be pleased to make a satisfactory report to the Prov. Grind Master on the con-
dition of the lodge.

" I h e  Visitors ," submited by Bro. Last , P.P.G.R., Sec, was acknowledged by
Bros. Holland , W.M. 101S; C. V. Woodcock , W.M 1G4S; and Wilson , P.P.G.
Std. Br.

The Tyler 's toast closed avery pleasant meetin g.
Songs were rendered by Bros. Townend , Sykes, Dj ck*;ey, and Last, a recitation by

Bro. Wilson, P.P.G. Std. Br., whilst Bro. Taylor delighted the brethren with his violin

Humber  Installed Masters ' Lodge, No. 2494.
The ordinary meeting of this lodge was held at Freemaspns ' Hall , Osborne-street ,

Hull , on the 3rd inst. In the absence of the VV.M., the I.P.M. (Bro. J. Bilson) took
the chair. There was a go)d attendance of the numbers. Bro. M.C. Peck ,P.G. Std. Br.
Eng., read a paper upon "A Revie.v of the Ancient Charges. " Bro . Peck said the
VV.M. some time ago asked him to read a paper that night , and in a weak mjme.it he
consented . When , however , he came to consider th:  task which he had undertaken h e
soon found that the subject was so extensive that much mjre leisure and stronger health



than he at present possessed weie necessary to du justice to it. In the brief paper lie
should submit he could merely touch the fringe of the subject , but he trusted to interest
the brethren in the study of the Old Charges and induce them to examine the works of
those abler writers who had made that feature of the Craft their special object of re-
search. The lecturer then introduced the subject by exp laining what the Ancient Charges
were, their origin , their use, and their discontinuance , excep t so far as the brief
summary contained in the Book of Constitutions and recited to the Worshipful Master
of a lod-**e on his installation , a survival of the custom which formerly
obtained in reading them over for the instructio n of a candidate at initiation.
He described the state in which these ancient documents have been preserved and
handed down to us by our forefathers , in scrolls of vellum or paper or bound as boo Vs.
This part of the address was finely illustrated through the kindness of Bro._ VV. N.
Cheesman, who brought live facsimile scrolls , published by Lodge (Juatuor Coronati ,
No. 2o;i">, and also rare and beautiful cop ies of the Regius and Cooke MS., which were
freely exhibited to the brethren assembled. These interesting curiosities were explained
by Bro. Peck , and a short account of each given , embodying its distinctive features.
The lecturer quoted the striking words of Bro. Hug han—the greatest authority on this
subject—that these venerable documents "are our title-deeds , and prove the continuity
ol the Society throughout a very long period. " Alter referring in warm terms to the
labours of Bros. Hughan , Gould , Rylands and Speth , Bro . Peck said these brethre n
had laid the Fraternity under an obligation which can never be requited , and have
elevated and enriched thc Craft in the estimation of the educated reader to an extent
which can sca rcely be over-estimated. 'They have shown that our claims to anti quity are
well-founded , and that Freemasonry is not onl y thc most moral but also the most ancient
of all Institutions which have survived—

" The wreck of empires
And the fall of th rones."

Bro. Peck then proceeded to examine one of the old charges taking the York MS.
No. i , as his example. 1 Ie read this scroll and commented upon its curious traditional
history, pious injunctions, and moral teachings, comparing the language with th at of
other similar documents, for althoug h the old charges, of which about <*>3 cop ies are now
extant , present considerable variations partly due to the carelessness or ignorance of
transcriber*:, yet, as the Lecturer pointed out , they had evidently one common original
which is lost beyond all recovery in the lapse of centuries. The object of the Masonic
literati the n is by careful comparison of the charges preserved to ascertain the true
meaning cf the orig inal version and it is not improbable , judg ing from the great pro-
gress which has ot late been made in Masonic study, that in this search many valuable
discoveries will be made. For instance, he suggested that the name of Jabel and Jubal ,
which cccur in thc early portion of all the MSS., may be the originals of the names of
three malefactors in thc old ritual of the " Master 's part " (stili preserved in America ,
being derived from thc Mother Country), while thc victim 's name was* concealed ->s
Aynon (anon-anonymous), a striking instance of thc cautious reverence of our ancestors
when speaking of lacred subjects. This illustration would cat ry back the legend of thc Third
Dfgiecto a remote period. Those students who onl y believe on documentary evidence are
not lit judges of an institut ion whose leading feature was, and still ought lobe, secrecy and
fidelity. Bro. Peck rapidl y sketched the opinion of the Masonic writers upon the intro-
duction of I letmes, Abral am , and Euclid into the old charges and also thc curious account
of the two celebrated pillars of stone and brick , and stopping short before hc reached the
account of Namus Grecus, thanked the brethren for the great attention which they had
given to his remarks.

The Worshi pful Master proposed a vote of thanks to Bro . Peck and said tha ': thc
careful investigation of the sources from which the ancient charges were derived was
much facilitated by the excellent reprints for thc exhibition , of some of which they were
indebted to Bro. Cheesman. Bro. Mark Scott , S.W., brielly seconded the vote of
thanks, which was carried unanimously and suitabl y acknowledged.

'The new members were proposed , and after " Hearty good wishes " had been
expressed , the lodge was closed.

BRITISH H OMES INVESTMENT CORPORATI ON.

A SATISFACTORY YEAR'S BUSINESS.
Ihc  second annual meeting ol the members of the British Humes Investment

Corporation was held on Fiiday, May j Sth , at the Brid ge l lj use  Hotel , Southwark ,
Mr. T. Neville Stack , F.S.S., the Chairman ol the Company, presiding.

The Manag ing Director and Secretary (Mr. M. G RI -.GOUY ) hiving read the notice
convening the meeting,

The CI I A I K .M A N  said : Gentlemen ,—When about this time last year 1 had the
pleasure of addressing you on thc subject of our First Annual Report , 1 was enabled to
state that the figures I put befoie you then as thc icsults of the operations of the
Corporation for the year lSo.'* told a pleasant talc of rapid and continuous progress , to
which I was quite r ight in say ing 1 anticipated no check, and I am not at all surprised
that the fi gures which I shall place befoie you to-day bear me ful ly  oui in my prediction,
because, in the first place, the Corporation olfers national economic advantages ol such
a nature as to make  it a national economic necessity. (Hear , hear.) In the second
place, because the business is conducted un economic and actuarial methods of the best
kind ; in the third place, because the Corporation is move economicall y and bette r
managed than any other institution of the kind ; in the fourth place , because the
Corporation has a justl y won and enduring reputation; fifthly, because the most
impoitant end of our scheme cannot fail U< promote the practical welfare of the great
body of the peop le ; and , in the sixth place, because intelligent men and women ,
who may be induced lo g ive any attention to the plan of the Corporation , will at once
perceive its vast i inpoitance Irom a national point of view. (App lause.) I will now
briell y refer to some of the fi gures set forth in lhe report , and , having regard to the fact
that the institution is still in its infancy, it will he admitted tint the iiugiiitude ul the
figures may be desciibed as phenomena! and unprecedented. Dur ing the year io--/ the
directors received .son proposals for new certificates , representing business to the luge
amount  of /.I , i oO,.11 a, covering a new annual subscription of /.-V,/".*) - (Hear , hear.)
Now, let mc point out to you what this large amount of business means. It means that
in twojears  and a hall af ter  its birth the liritish Homes Corporation has reached a
position as regards its volume of new business to which some ol the most p . iwcrful  life
assurance companies of the United Kingdom onl y attained at the end ol hall a century
of active life and great e ffort , and which has not yet been achieved by m i n y  ol them ,
although long since of matured age.

R K C U K O  OI - N EW B U S I N E S S .

Ol the proposals referred to 59S were either not itaken up or declined , but the solid
comp leted new business lor the year was £'j -l f >, j j j ,  producing a new subscription
income of the large amount of £23/188. (Hear , hear.) On making a comparison
between thc fi gures of iS yG and 1S07, I find that the proposals received in the former
year were 3519, representing £932 ,000, or an average per certificate of £265, while the
proposals for the latter year numbered , as I hav e said, 3G41, representing, as I have
also said , £ i , iu '/,.|i2, or an average of £30.1 per certificate—(app lause)—showing a
rise in the level of a healthy and significant kind. The net new business for 1S96 was
£7J '>-5''. showing .1 very satisfactory increase for 1S97 of the sum of £215,208 over
that of the previous year. (Hear , hear.) The subscription revenue for last year was
£2.1/181, in respect of an income equivalent to £33,204 per annum—(hear,  hear)—so
you see we have already secured a very substantial basis of recei pts, which will con-
tinuously undergo accretion , for , I am happy to tell you , the volume of new business
which has been received during the current year, and since the end of our financi al year
is far in advance of the best experience of the Corporation. Manv of the
shrewdest and most sober-minded of our. out-do >r staff say that a total of £2,000,000
will be completed by the 31st December next. I am inclined to say myself—althoug h I
am too knowing to predict before 1 know—that that sum will be secured. It must be
gratifying to you all , as shareholders, to learn that the profits ol the past year warrant
your directors in declaring a dividend of 5 per cent, per annum on the preference and
ordinary shares—(hear , hear ) —and equally satisfactory to the certificate-holders to be
informed that a substantial bonus is to be placed to the credit of partici pating certifi-
cate-holders. (A pplause.) These distributions are made in accordance with the report
of our actuary, Mr. Neison , who has long since attained eminence in the world of
science, of which he is one of the most useful , and oneof the chief ornaments. (Hear,
hear.)

THE LOANS D E P A R T M EN T .
There is one important department of the Corporation 's business to which I

wish to refe r—1 mean the house property department , or, as we sometimes call
it, the loans or advance department. This department is in charge of a loans
committee composed of several of the members of -your directorate. Last year this
department made advances to the Corporation 's certificate-holders , to enable them to
buy their houses to the extent of the large sum of £50,000, and I am informed that
since the beginning of the year up to the present day we have advanced £70,003, or,
rather , at that rate for 12 months. 1 feel that I shoul-i not bring my speech to a close
without expressing my high appreciation of the outdoor staff , which is composed , I am
happy to say, of men of a high orderof intelligence and respectability—(hear, hear) —
as may be inferred from the large average amount ot our certificates to which 1 have
alluded. I think it is only right to say that the way in which the Press of the United
King dom has received and praised the Corporation is very gratifying and cheering.
(Hear , hear.) So long as the Press of England goes on describing the system of the
Corporation as a popular and perfect one, and designating the results ol our operations
as a world' s record , we may well be satisfied. (A pplause).

Mr. W I L L I A M  SiHW.ua* (Deput y Chairman), seconded the m otion.
The report and accounts were then unanimousl y adopted.
Mr. Alderman I I U I -.I U K D . L.C.C, then proposed "That thc best thanks ot this

meeting be given to the Chairman and Board of Directors and Solicitor for their services
in arranging thc amalgamation of the business of this Corporation with the Briti sh
Homes Assurance Corporation , Limited, and to the indoor and outdaar stiffs, for the
able manner in which they have contributed by their efforts to the successful conducting
of the Corporation 's business."

Mr. VV. J A < --- A R I ), J.P., C.C. (Bury St. Edmunds), having seconded the motion, it
was carried unanimousl y.

A CHEAT A C I I I K V E M K . N T .

Mr. MAT TU |.-\V GREGORY (Managing Director) : In acknowlcding the vote you
have been kind enough to pass, I need hardly say that such a recognitsan of the arduous
labours both of the inside and outside staffs will be warmly appreciated by them. The
past year has witnessed a very great expansion in the operations of the Corporation and
developments have taken place which in the near future will have an important effect ,
not only in building up and strengthening the resou rces of the institution , but in adding
largely to its profit-producing capacities. I allude more particularl y to the life assurance
branch , which is now running well , and alread y gives evidence of yielding substantial
returns. From the day the department was opened there has been a stead y inf low of
proposals for policies, and I do not think that I exaggerate when I say that the first
yea r's record in thc life branch will show policies written to the nominal amount of at
least a quarter of a million. (A pplause.) During the past year a number ol pro-
vinci al districts have been opened up, from which satisfactory return! may be
expected . In addition , your chairman is giving special and personal attention to
our Irish business, and from that country the evidences are that a fruitfu l source of
revenue will accrue to the Corporation. (Hear , hear.) ln Scotland , our operations
have been carried on up to the present in an unostentatious manner , but the time has
now arrived for bringing the institution well to the front in Scotland , and Mr. Stewart,
the Deputy Chairman , who is a worth y Scotsman , and a thoroughl y competent business
man , will take the lead in securing for the Corporation the high position it now enjoys
alike in this country and in I reland. VVhat has been done is but a tithe of what will be
accomplished in the immediate future, and in endeavouring (0 keep pace with the growth
and development ot business, whether in relation to thc certificates , life , accident , or
agency departments , the heads of the various departments inside the ollice, and the
heads of sections outside , will , in conjunctio n with the staff generally, put forth every
possible effort to maintain the Corporation in thc leading position it now occup ies. On
behalf , therefore/ of the inside and outside staffs, I may say that vve greatly appreciate
thc confidence you have reposed in us by the passing of the resolution. I will not now
dilate fur ther  upon the prospects of thc business of the Corporation , though I should
very much like to do so, because to-day the Chairman has made an exhaustive speech ,
and one which 1 think will be of very great value indeed in forwarding thc operations of
the Corporation during the present year. (App lause.)

1 he retiring Auditors, Messrs. Clough , Armstrong, and Ford were then re-
appointed.

Mi.  Alderman I) . S, WA R M  (l lairogate) then moved a vote of thanks to the
Chairman fur presiding, and said that Mr. Stack had conducted the business ol the
Corporation in a manner which deserved the hearty thanks of thc members.

Mr. ] ¦'.. I'.. I> . \KN' i *: i* r seconded the proposition , which was carried unanimously.
The C I I A I K M A .N, in rep ly, said that hc was firmly convinced that the British 11 dines

Assurance Corporation would not onl y fulfi l  its obli gations in their entirety to the public ,
but that with increasing years it would become a great power and a great factor in the
economic arrangements of the United Kingdom. (A pplause.)

The proceedings then terminated.
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¦ , iirereluries.
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fIDasontc anb (Senetal XCibfngs*
B KO . THE EARL AND COUNTESS OF A RR AN have] come to Hertford-street from

Ireland.
BRO . THE EARL A N D  COUNTESS OI -* WHARNCLIFFE have returned to town from

Tintagel , Cornwall.
BRO. LORD AND LADY HOTHFIEI .D and the Hon. Rosamond Tufton have returned

to 2, Chesterfield-gardens , May fair.
PRINCESS CHRISTIAN and suite were present at (he performance of "The

Ambassador," at the St. James's Theatre , on Wednesday.
THE OUEEN Vas 'graciousl y forwarded a donation of 25 guineas to the fund now

being raise"d for the new building of the Royal Ear Hospital , Soho, of which her Majesty
has been Patron since 1S41.

H.R.H. THE PRINCESS OF WALES and the Duchess of Albany and suite wit-
nessed the performance of the opera " Die Walkiire " at the Royal Opera House,
Covent Garden , on Wednesday evening.

THE DUKE OF CA M B R I D G E , K.G., accompanied by the Fquerry-in-Waiting,
honoured Lord Belper and the Honourable Corps of Gentlemen-at-Arms with his com-
pany to dinner on Wednesday night.

ON SATURDAY , the 2nd prox., the annual prize distribution in connection with the
Warwickshire School of Mining will take place at Nuneaton. The speakers include
the Countess of Warwick , Lord Leigh, and Mr. Newdigate, M.P.

THE CORNER -STONE of the new English church at Lucerne , which is being
erected by the Colonial and Continental Church Society , will be laid by Mr. Frederick
Robert St. John , Minis ter Pleni potentiary at Berne, on Tuesday morning next.

D U R I N G  T H E I R  stay at Sandringham for the Whitsuntide holidiys T.R.H. the
Prince and Princess of Wales and the Duke and Duchess of York paid a visit to Shern-
bourne Church and inspected th; work of restoration , which is no.v nearing its 'com-
pletion.

THE C H I L D R E N 'S PORTION of the new Home for Cripp les and Afflicted Children ,
which has been erected at Bournemouth through the generosity of Bro. Passmore
Edwards, will be opened by the President, Lord Northampton , on Tuesday next, the
14th inst.

IT HAS BEEN DECIDED that the Oxford and Cambridge Athletic Sports , which
were postponed from March 25th last in consequence of the snowstorm , shall be held
at the Queen 's Club, West Kensington , on Wednesday, the 29th inst., at four o'clock
in the aiternoon. This is the day preceding the Oxford and Cambridge Cricket Match
at Lords .

W ITH BRIEF ceremony the Lord Mayor , Bro. Alderman Davies , M.P., on Satur-
day morning last opened , at the Guildhall , the exhibition of French art , which will
remain on view for the next three months. Accompanying the Chief Magistrate was
the Lady Mayoress and the Misses Davies, while Bro. Alderman and Sheriff Green and
Mrs. Green and Bro . Sheriff and Miss Dewar were also present.

AT GROSVENOR HOUSE, on Monday a f ternoon, the Duke of Westminster took the
chair at the annual meeting of the Metropolitan Diinking Fountain and Cattle Trough
Association, of which his Grace is President. The report was read by the Secr etary,
Captain Simpson, and stated that there are now within the Metropolitan area 725 foun-
tains, 242 large troughs, and 487 small ones, all these having been increased in numbers
during the year.

THE DUCHESS OF A LBANY , attended by Bro. Sir Robert and Lady Collins, was
present on Monday afternoon at an amiteur performi nce of " Masks and Faces " at
St. George's Hall , on behalf of the Depttord Fund. In connection with this , we may
mention that , at the request of the Duchess of Albany, H.R.H. the Prince of Wales
has consented to lay the foundation-stone of the new buildings in Creek-road , Deptford ,
en Saturday morning, the 2nd prox.

THE W I L L  of Bro. Major-G eneral Arthur Godolphin Yeatman-Biggs, of Simla ,
formerly of Stockton House, Corlford , St. Mary, Wilts, C.B., who died on the 4th of
January last, aged 55 years , at Peshawar , has been proved by his sister , Kmily Frances
Emina Yeatman , ot Greyladies , Blackheath Hill. General Yeatman-Biggs , who served
in China in 1S62, during the South African War in 1879, and with thc Egyptian Expedi-
tion in 1SS2, and was twice mentioned in despatches, left an estate of which the gross
value is entered at /." 121 6 173. id.

A MONG THE larg e and distinguished company who accepted the invitation of Lord
Lister, President of the Royal Society, to a conversazione in Burlington Mouse , on
Wednesday evening, the greatest curiosity was shown in Professor Ramsay 's exposition
of the new gas discovered in the atmosphere , and which has been christened "krypton. "
The presence of an unknown property in the air has long been surmised , and it has now
been made to disclose its id< n 'ity by the spectroscope. 11 has a density considerably
higher than that of argon.

Siii JAMES B LYTH gave a large dinner party on Tuesday evening at his residence,
Portlar.d-plac-**, to meet Madame Adelina Patti , and to celebrate the musicil j ubilee of
Bro. VVill -elm Ganz , P.G.O. Among the guests were the Belgian Minister , Adelaide
Countess of Westmorland , Bro . the Ear! and Countess of Warwick , Bro. Viscount and
Viscountess Rair.cliffe, Bro. Lord Herschell, General Sir Evelyn Wood , Mr. Alfred de
Rothschild , Mrs. George Alexander , Mr. and Mrs. George Grossmith , Mrs. Pinero,
Mr. Anthonv Hope, ar.d Mr. Forbes Robertson. At the reception held afterwards there
were present Bro. Sir Henry Irving, Miss Ellen Terry, Mr. and Mrs. Beerbob m Tree,
and many others.

H.R.H. THE PR I N C E  OF WALES will not be accompanied by the Princess on his
visit to Reading to-morrow (Saturday) to open the new college buildings , but her Royal
Highness will tra vel by Great Western Raihvay to Wantage-road Station , and drive
thence to Lockinge House , the seat of Bro. Lord and Lady Wantage, who will also
entertain the Prince of Wales on returning with them from Reading. Prince Christian
of Schleswig-Holstein will also take part in the ceremonies. The guests invited to meet
their Royal Hi ghnesses at Lockinge will include his Excell ency the French Aumssador,
Bro. the Marquis and Marchioness of Granby, the Eirl and Counter of Abingd >n , Earl
and Countess Spencer , Earl and Countess Grey and Lady Victoria Grey, Earl of N Jrth-
brook , Lord James of Hereford , Lady Jane Lindsay, Hon. Mijor and M rs. Ii. Bourke ,
the Hon. G. Peel , Bro . Capt. Holford , Mr. and Mrs. Harry Lindsay , Mr. A. I ) .  Lloy d ,
O.C, M.I' ., and Mrs. Lloyd, Col. Parsons, Bro. Col. Sir Stanley Cluke (in waiting on
the Prince of Wales), and Miss Knollys (in waiting on the Princess of Wales).

THE D U K E  OF CA M B R I D G E  presided on Saturday evening last at the annual
dinner of the Royal Eng ineers, held at the Whitehall Rooms, Hotel Mcitropole.

BRO . SIR HENRY I RVING has chosen for the Rede Lecture, to be delivered by him
at Cambridge , the subject of " The Theatre in its Relation to the State."

BRO . THE D UKE and Duchess of Devonshire arrived in town on Wednesday
morning from Lismore Castle, Ireland , where they spent the Whitsuntide recess.

WE ARE GLAD TO HEAR that Bro. the Earl of Euston , who has been seriously ill
for some time past, is improving daily, and is considered to be now practically out of
danger.

THE QUEEN has been pleased to approve the appointment of Bro. the Duke of
Bedford to be Lord-Lieutenant of the County of Aliddlesex, in the room of the late
Earl of Strafford.

BRO . THE DUKE OF A BERCORN and Lady Alexandra Hamilton have return ed to
Hamp den Hou-e from Scotland , and have been joined by the Duchess of Abercorn
from Baron 's-court, I reland.

T.R.H. THE P RINCE AND PRINCESS OF WALES arrived at Marlboroug h Hous *
on Monday from Sandringham, Miss Knollys, Bro. Major-General Sir S. Clarke, and
Bro. Sir F. Knoll ys were in attendance.

H.R.H. THE PRINCESS OF WALES has now fixed the date for opening the grand
fete at the Imperial Institute for the 22nd inst., and the Duke of Cambridge has just
added his name to the list of Royal patrons.

H.R.H. THE PR I N C E  OF WALES will pay a visit to the Royal Agricultural Show at
Birmingham , on Wednesday, the 22nd inst,, and he will be the guest for the occasion of
Bro. Lord and Lady Warwick at Warwick Castle.

MONDAY IIEING Trinity Monday, a special General Court was held at the Trinity
House on Tower-hill, at which the Duke of York was elected Mister , and Sir J. Sydney
Webb, K.C.M.G., Deputy Maste r for the ensuing year.

BRO. SIR W. H. R USSELL hopes to be able to acknowledge by-and-bye the
expressions of sympathy he has received within the last few days for the death of his
eldest son at Nagasaki, when on his way home from China.

THE DUKE OF CA M B R I D G E  arrived at Gloucester House, Park-lane, on Tuesday,
from Cambridge Cottage, Kew , where his Royal Hi ghness his been spending the
Whitsun recess with his sister, the Grand Duchess of Mecklenburg-Streli tz. .

THE D UKE OF CO N N A U G H T , after being admitted on Tuesday a Youngei
Brother of Trinity House, was unanimously elected an Elder Brother of the Corpora-
tion , to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death of the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone.

BRO . VISCOUNT WOLSELEY and the Hon. Frances Wolseley were to visit York
yesterday (Friday) to present new colours to the 3rd Battalion Prince of Wales' Own
Regiment. The freedom of the city was to be presented to the Commander-in-Chief.

THE D IRECTORS of Spiers and Pond Limited , notif y that the Transfer Books will
be closed Irom the 14th inst., to the 30th inst., both inclusive , for the purpose of pre-
paring the Interest Warrants, on the 5 per cent. First Mortgage Debentures , the 5per cent. "A" Mottgage Debenture Stock, and the 5 per cent. *'B" Debenture
Stock , and the 4 per cent. "C" Debenture Stcck of the Company. The Warrants
will be posted on the evening of the 30th instant.

A MONG TIIF. first list of subscribers to the Lockwood Memorial Fund are the
names of many legal dignitaries , peers, members of the House of Commons, and dis-
tinguished personal friends of the late popular Bro. Sir Frank Lockwood. It is headed
by Bro. the Lord Chancellor and the Lord Chief Justice , and includes many of the
Judges, the Marquis of Ripon , the Earl of Rosebery, Viscount Esher, Bro. Lord
Glenesk, Lord Rothschild , Bro. Barnn Ferdinand de Rothschild , M.P., Bro. Sir Edward
Lawson, Sir George Lewis, Mr. A. W. Pinero, Mr. Beerbohm Tree, and others.

H.R.H. T H E  D UKE OF YORK arrived at Portsmouth on Tuesday evening, and at
nine o'clock the following morning hoisted bis pennant on the first-class cruiser Crescent.
His Royal Highness commissions the cruiser for special service, and it is understood
that he will retain command for a period of three months. It is officially announced
that after a trip to the Mediterranean she will take part in mana- j vres, at the conclusion
of which she will act as guardshi p during the Cowes week , when his Royal Highness's
command will terminate.

THE D UCHESS OF A LBANY , accompanied by Princess Alice , and attended by Bro .
Sir Robert and Lady Collins, visited the studios of Mrs. E. M. Ward on Wednesday
afternoon to inspect a small display of the students ' work. Among those exhibiting was
Princess Alice hersel f , whom Sirs. Ward rega rds as one of her most promising and
painstaking puoils. The young Princess inherits in a very marked degree the artistic
talents of the Royal family, and is patiently going throu gh the monotonous, but indis-
pensable course of studies from the anti que , some of whic h were on view, while a pencil
portrait from life of a girl in a sun-bonnet showed great powers of observation and
skill.

P RINCESS V ICTOR OF HOUENI .OHE visited Hampton Wick , on Wednesday, and
unveiled a memorial drinking fountain erected by the residents to commemorate the
Queen 's long reign. The Princess, who drove by road from London , lunched with Col.
Egerton , Comptroller to the Duke of Connaught , and Mrs. Egerton , at the Stud House,
Hampton Court , and afterwards proceeded to the Wick , which was en fete for the occa-
sion. Hair s and buntinGr beinrr olentifullvdisnlaved bv the inhabitants in hononr of lhe. vUil*.
The Princess was met by thc members of the local Committee , and was received by a
guard of honour composed of the local fire brieades , including that of Hampton Court
Palace. The Vicar of Hampton Wick , the Rev. W. W. Archer, first presented an
address of welcome, and after the Princess had received a bouquet from Miss Colpoys ,
her Serene Highness ded icated the memoria l to the public use by unveiling the fountain ,
which has been placed in a conspicuous position in the High-street, Hampton Wick.

PR I N C E  EDWAKII OF SA .VK -W EI .VAR occupied the chair on Wednesday evening at
the smoking concert given by the Royal Amateur Orchestral Society at Queen 's Hall ,
and among a numerous assemblage ol members and their friends were Lord Bellew, Sir
James Blyth , Mr. Christop her Sykes, and Mr. Percy Armytage. A varied and attractive
programme was provided by Mr. Ernest Ford, under whose skillful guidance the band
gave effective and vigorous perforin inces of the seldom heard overture to Gounod' s
" Plu'dre ," and the Prelude to the third act of " Lohengrin." Other orchestral pieces
in the list included a selection from " Faust " and examples of Scarlatti , Suppe, and
Sullivan. Miss Leonora Jackson , the brilliant young American violinist , gave a remark-
able exhibition of virtuosity in Ernst's" Hungarian Airs," whilst Miss Mariin McKenzie,
the vocalist of the evening, sang " O Mio Fernando " in so pleasing a manner that she
elicited abundant applause.
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