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THE APPROACHING SCHOOL ELFCTIONS.

Within a weck from the present time the autumn School
Elections will have been held, and the hopes and fears of the
candidates and their fricnds and supporters will be at rest.
There will, of course, be the same [ull attendance of voters as
is usual on these occasions, and no doubt there will be a con-
siderable amount of excitement during the time the poll is open,
but therc is no marked disproportion between the number of
candidates and the number of vacancics in the case of either

School.
The clection into the

RovAlL MAsoNIC INSTITUTION rOR GIRLS

will take place at the Quarterly General Court of Governors and
Subscribers, which will be held at Freemasons' Tavern on Thurs-
day, the 13th October.  The chair will be taken at the hour of
noon, and at 1 p.m., or when the regular business of the meeting
is over, a poll will be opened for the election of 13 from an
approved list of 27 candidates, and will be closed at 3 p.m., after
which time no voting papers can be received.  Of the candidates,
there are nine from London and three others in which it has a
part interest with one of the Provinces. The remaining 15
hail from the Provinces or Districts Abroad. The London nine
include No. 3, who polled 3349 votes at the last two elections;
Nos. 1o and 11, who obtained 1204 and 1199 votes respectively
in April ; and Nos. 13, 17, 18, 20, 23, and 26, who arc new can-
didates, and have had no previous experience of the ballot. The
three in which London and a Province have a joint interest are
No. 6, who has claims upon Kent and London, and obtained
2006 votes in April; and No. 19, with claims on London and
surrey;  and No. 27, from North and East Yorkshire and
London, whose names have been placed on the list since
the last ballot. Of the 15 other candidates, Middlesex
lirnishes Nos, 21, 22, and 24; Essex two, of whom No. 1
!ms secured 2439 votes at the Jast two clections and No. 25 who
I+ a new candidate ; and West Lancashirc two—Nos. 14 and x()
who are fresh cases. The other cases arc as follows: No.
from \alpqranso \\ho stood as candidate in October, 18¢7, and
“gain in April last, and has 989 votes standing to her credit ; No.
4 from Kent, who scored 49 votes m Aprll No. 5, from
Northumberland and Durham, who starts for her second ballot
with 2788 votes alre: udy to her credit; No. 7, from Devonshire,
Who polled 1716 votes at the Sgring clection; No. 8, from
Surrey, with 726 votes, who must win a place on this occasion
or have her name removed from the list on the ground of age;
and No, g, who brings forward the 1539 votes she obtained in
April 1ast from her frxends and supporters in L. mcolnshlre, North

place this time.

and East Yorkshire, Surrey, and Staffordshire; No. 12, from
Sussex, and No. 15, from West Yorkshire, who are both new
cascs, complete the list. In other respects the particulars
furnished are of the usual character, that is to say, in about half
the cases the candidate’s father had been a subscnbmg member
of a lodom or lodges for 10 years or upwards, and in several
instances had held office in lodge or Provincial Grand Lodge,
while in the other half he had subscribed for less than 1o years.
There is perhaps a smaller proportion than usual in which the
the father had supported one or more of our Institutions as con-

‘tributor or Steward, while of the total number, 23 are fatherless,

onc motherless, one has both parents living, and two have lost
both.

For the election into the

ROYAL MASONIC INSTITUTION FOR BOYS,

which will take place at the Quarterly Court of Governors and
Subscribers, which will be he held at Freemasons’ Tavern, on
IFriday, the 1.4th October, at noon, precisely, there are 45 candi-
dates, of whom 20 have been before the voters at one or more
previous clections, and 25 have been approved, and had their
names placed on the list. since April, while the number of
vacancies to be competed for is 26, a proportion which is rather
more favourable to the candidate than in the case of the Girls’
School. As regards distribution, London furnishes 15, and has a
part interest in two others, and the other 28 are from the Pro-
vinces and Abroad. Of the purely London candidates, No: 4
has accumulated 1643 votes at his three previous attempts, while
Nos. 7 and 10 have taken part in two ballots, with the result that
the former starts with 16 votes in hand, and the latter with
824 votes. Nos. 11, 13, 14, 16,18, and 20, were candidates for
the first time in April, and severally obtained 122, 431, 555, 304,
315, and 370 votes, but of these No. 13 has only this one chance
of gaining admission, and his friends must bestir themselves if
they desire to carry his case through successfully. Nos. 22, 23,
24, 35, 40, and 44 are all new cases, but if their circumstances
remain as they aré now they will all of them have further
opportunitics allowed them of winning admission if they should
hnppen to be left out in the cold on this occasion. The two
boys in whom London has a part interest are No. 15, who
obtained 731 votes from s friends in the Metropolis and Meto-
politan Province of Middlesex, and No. 42, a new case, with
claims on London and Surrey. :

As regards the cases furnished from the country and abroqd
West Lancashire, Hants and the Isle of Wight, Staffordshire,
FEast Lancashire, and West Yorkshire are each of them respon-
sible for two, the West Lancashire pair being No. 3, who has 25
votes from three previous attempts, and a new case at No. 39.
The two from Hants and the Isle of Wight, have 18 and two
votes to their respective credits, but the latter will have his
name removed from the list in the event of his failing to win 3
Staffordshire sends Nos. 27 and 28; East
Lancashire Nos. 32 and 38; and West Yorkshire Nos. 37 and
45—all of the six being before the clectors for the first time.
The rest arc as follows: No. 1 (Devonshire), with 580 votes to
his credit from four elections; No. 2 (Buckinghamshire) and
No. 5 (Herefordshire), with 134 and five votes respectively to
their credit from three clections; Nos. 8 (Essex) and No. g
(Northumberland), with 1748 and 225 votes respectively to the
good from two clections, of whom the Essex lad has only this one
chance remaining of success; and No. 12 (Cornwall), who was
a candidate in April, and brings forward 38 votes for his
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last effort next month; and No. 19 (Northumberland and
South Wales, E.D.), who was also a candidate in April, when
he polled 794 votes. The others are all fresh  cases,
and include No. 21 (Durham and Bucks); No. 25 (Auckland,
N.Z.); No. 26 (Lincolnshire); No. 29 (Cambridgeshire); No.
30 (Worcestershire) ; No. 31 (Suffolk); No. 33 (Sussex); No.
34 (Kent) ; who has only this one chance of securing election;
No. 36 (South Wales, E.D.) ; No. 41 (Gloucestershire) ; and No.
43 (N. and E. Yorkshire.) In rather more than half the cases
the boy's father had been a subscribing member of a lodge or
lodges for 10 years or longer, and the remainder for less than 10
years. In several cases too, the father had held office in lodge and
Provincial Grand Lodge, and in a fair proportion of them he
had contributed to or acted as Steward for one or more of our
Institutions. Of the whole 45 boys, 40 are fatherless, three have
both parents living, and two have lost both.

We close these remarks with the usual appeal on behalf of
the children who must win places at the approaching election or
have their names removed from the list altogether. They are,
in the case of the Girls’ School, No. §, and in that of the Boys’
School, Nos. 8, 12, 13, 17, and 34, and we trust those
voters who have not already promised to support a case or cases
will give their votes and use their influence in aiding these half
dozen children, so that none of them may be sent cmpty away.

IMPORTANT MASONIC GATHERING IN BOMBAY.

JUBILEE OF ST. GEORGE LODGE, No. 549.

The members of the above lodge, the premier Masonic lodge of this
city, celebrated the Jubilee of the lodge on the evening of Tuesday, the
16th ult,, at the Masonic Hall, Byculla, in the presence of a large and
influential gathering of the members of the Craft. The refreshment-room
on the ground-floor was transformed for the occasion into a fashionable
reception hall, which was decorated with flags and bunting, and embellished
with flowers and evergreens, which were skilfully worked in elegant Masonic
symbols and designs. On the staircase leading up to the first floor was
surmounted a transparency with the words ** Welcome to the Jubilee of Lodge
¥St. George’" inscribed on it. Representatives of about a dozen lodges
working in Bombay under the English as well as Scotch Constitutions were
invited, and they all mustered in full force to do honour to the occasion.
It was a cosmopolitan gathering of Europeans, Parsees, Hindoos, and
Mahomedans. .

The lodge was opened at 6.30 p.m. for th= transaction of business laid
down in the summons convening the meeting, which was presided over by
Bro. F. C. Allen, the W.M. of the lodge. At the termination of the
business, Bro. R. S. Brown, a Past Master of the lodge, in addressing the
brethren, said that on an occasion like the present, when the Jodge was
celebrating the Jubilee of the 50 years of its existence, he would make a
few observations previous to his moving a short resolution congratulating
the lodge and the W.M. on that auspicious event. It did not fall to every-
one's lot to be present, and still less to be present in his own lodge, on the
occasion of the accomplishment of the Jubilee of 50 years of its existence,
The period might not appear long compared with the time immemorial
during which their Fraternity had existed, nor could it be long in comparison
with the history of the countries and races to which they all belonged ; but
at the same time it was a circumstance which did not always obtain in the
case of all human institutions, and it was therefore a matter of great con-
gratulation to themselves, and he hoped to the Fraternity generally, that
they had been permitted during the last 50 years, and without any interrup-
tion, to carry on the work of Freemasonry in Bombay. (Applause.) He
would not detain the brethren by any lengthy remarks, but he might how-
ever observe that it must have occurred to their minds, as it had occurred
to his mind, that the experience of the last 5> years transcended the
experience of a majority of the brethren present that evening, the long
period carrying them back to the time when Bombay, and for the matter of
that the whole of India, must have been in a very different condition thah
what they were in the present. The changes made in Bombay as regarded
its buildings, its government, its trade, and its general advancement, must
have been immense. As regards its connection with the Western world, it
should not be forgotten that in thoce days it took them a period of three or
four months to accomplish the voyage which hid now been reduced to a few
days. ‘The prosperity of the town, though slightly eclipsed at the present
moment, had advanced by leaps and bounds, and it was a matter of con-
gratulation that side by side with the prosperity and general advancement
of the town, Freemasonry had also taken a deep root in the city, and Lodge
St. George had not only survived, but had increased in its number and in-
fluence. (Applause.) He thought that they might fairly consider that
while, on the onehand, it should inspire them with gratitude that Providence
had enabled them to carry on the work of the lodge for such a long period, they
should, on the other hand, look forward with confidence that if all the changes
that had taken place during that time had resulted in an enormous spread of
Freemasorry, they might also confidently believe that in the future the same
progress might be continued. (Applause.) He then proposed that the
Worshipful Master be asked to accept the congratulations of the l>dge over
which he had the good fortune to preside at a time when it had reached the
soth year of its existence, and that the members of the lodge expressed
their gratitude for favours received and their confidence in the usefulness of
the lodge in the future, (Loud applause).

Blro. H. J. Parsoxs seconded the resolution, and it was carried unani.
mously.

The lodge having been closed, dinner was served, covers being laid for
about 80 members. Thetable was most tastefully and artistically decorated,
being adorned with many of the silver trophies belonging to the Worshipful
Master, and the fouf ensemble reflected the greatest credit on Mrs. Arnold
Jenkins, who had spent much time and trouble in superintending the
arrangements, ’

The following isa list of members of the lodge and guests who had
accepted the invitations, and who were almost all present at the banquet :
Bros. E. C. B. Acworth, F, C, Allen, R. S. Brown, E, Comber, Commander T. G.
R. Finny, A. H. B. Froom, W.L. Harvey, R, A. Arnold Jenkins, H. E, John,
Hon, Mr. Justice Parsons, I. M. Shields, J. W. Smith, R. M. Watson Smyth,
Sydney Cope, G. A. Gerrard, Jas. Mumford, G. A. Prier de Saone, Surgeon-Capt,
W. G. Hojel, A, S. Leresche, S. E. Prall, G. Hay, C. D. Furdoonjee, Amirudin
Tyebjee, G. Hepworth, T. W. Cuffe, D. R. Chichgar, Bomonjee F. Wadia,
Bapojee R. Wadia, E. Shapootjee’ Saher, Alexander Mackenzie, R. W, Sharp,
J. F. Saunders, Thomas Counsell, E, W, Fern, N. N. Wadia, George
Mackenzie, J. A. Brandon, A. B. Talpute, Dr. Framjee ]. Patell, Cursetjee H,
Captain, Cowasjee Wookerjee Kharas, James Dunlop, F. M. Coleman, N. R,
Chichgar, A. Waller, E. ], Smith, A. Pell, P. N, Wadia, Captain C. D, Wise, D,
R. Tata, W. W. Wilson, F. Hogan, R. Ditchbourne, Manekjee F. Setna, Shiavaxa
S. Batliwalla, Ardeshir S. Engineer, H. R. Hoyles, ]. W. Seager, C, W. Richardson,
A. F. Kidney, L. A. Macaulay, R. M. Chichgar, G. W. Street, Jas. Tate, Ardasir
Pestonjee Davar, M. H. Mody, C. Beresford, and Surgeon-Major W, H. Quicke,

At 8.15 p.m. the string band of the 21st Bombay Infantry, which was
present by the kind permission of the officers of the regiment, played * The
roast beef of England.” The proceedings of the evening were much
enlivened by the band playing a few selections and some of the brethren
g_iving songs and recitations during the intervals, At the termination of the

inner,

Bro. F. C. ALLEN, the W.M., who presided at the banquet, gave the
toast of *The Queen-Empress and the Craft,” which was cordially
received. :

The \W.M. then proposed the toasts of ** H.R,H. the Prince of Wales,
M.W.G.M.;" ¢ The Grand Master Masons of Scotland and Ireland ; *
* H.R.H. the Duke of Connaught and Straithnairn, District Grand Master
of Bombay and its Territories; " and * H.E. Lord Sandhurst, Pro District
Grand Master of Bombay,” and they were all duly honoured by the
brethren.

Bro. R. S. BRowN next proposed the toast of ‘* The Grand Master and
Officers of the Grand Lodge of All Scottish Freemasonry in India,”
observing that they were always welcome to Lodge St. George.

Bro. J. W. Sairtn, P.G.M. of All Scottish Freemasonry in India, in
replying to the toast, said that Bro, Brown had taken the wind out of his
sails, inasmuch as he said all that could be said about the Jubilee of Lodge
St. Georgein his excellent oration which he delivered in the lodge. Speaking
for H.E, Lord Sandhurst, the Grand Master of All Scottish Freemasonry in
India, he said that nothing could have given greater pleasure to his Excel-
lency than to be present at the Jubilee of Lodge St. George, but that the
e;:igfn(;:ies and business of the State only had prevented him from visiting
the) lodge.

Theg\V.M. next proposed ‘the toast of *“ The Deputy District Grand
Master and his Officers.”” He said that he was sure the name of Bro.
Shields required no recommendation from him, (Cheers.) He was known
throughout the whole of India in the ranks of Freemasonry for the lively
interest and constant thought that he had given to the Craft, not only in the
present time, but also in the past.  Bro. Shields had always lent the very
greatest assistance, and had enabled Freemasonry to attain the present
position that it had acquired in Bombay, (Cheers.) His interest in Free-
masonry had been far-reaching, and he (the W.M.) could personally testify
to the fact that his advice to him and other young Ireemasons was ot a most
valuable kind, and he spared neither time nor trouble in furthering the
interest of the Craft. (Cheers.) In asking the assembly to drink to the
health of Bro. Shields, he asked them to drink to the health of a brother
who was distinguished for everything good in Freemasonry. (Cheers,) Bro,
Shields was surrounded by many worthy officers, and the able way in which
they assisted him to carry out his duties was proved by the very prosperous
condition in which Freemasonry in that Presidency stood at the present
moment. (Loud cheers,) .

Bro. SuisLps, in reply, said that he thought the W.M. in proposing his
toast had somewhat overdrawn the picture which he had painted. (Cries
of *No,” '“no.”) He had always endeavoured ever since he came to
Bombay, and long before he ever accepted the important post he filled
at the present time, to do whatever he could for Freemasonry and the various
lodges with which he had been connected. In his present position he was
supported by a body of Freemasons who had long experience, and who had
served the Craft in various capacities, and who had proved their ability in
the chairs of various lodges, and who now supported the Grand Master in
his duties with great zeal and assiduity. ‘The District Officers recently
visited with him some of the lodges in the mofussil at a great sacrifice of
time and money, which showed that they had the interest of the Craft at
heart. (Cheers.) :

The Worsnirrur MAsTER then proposed the toast of ' The Past
Masters of Lodge St. George,” and in doing so referred to the long list of
di;tinguished Past Masters who maintained the prestige and dignity of the
lodge.

Bro. H. J. PArsoNs, in responding to the toast on behalf of the Past
Masters, remarked that the lod:e was particularly fortunate in always
possessing a grand stock of Past Masters. When he entered the lodge 1
the early eighties they were almost entirely Past Masters, and the lodye
was almost kept up by Past Masters, At that time Lodge St, George w5
if not the most hospitable, one of the most hospitable lodges in Bambay.
At the time when he entered the lodge the late Bro. Tyrrel Leith, whott
they all knew and held in high esteem was the Grand Master, and sincé
then they had H.R.H. the Duke of Connaught at the head of affairs, and
now they had H. E. lLord Sandhurst for theic Grand Master—(cheers)—
the latter two being members of I.odge St. George, Freemasonry in gencrd
was flourishing in Bombay, and Lodge St. George showed a record such 35
no other lodge could show in regard (o its charitable subscriptions, and ,’lﬁ
subscriptions to the new Masonic hall building, in the completion of whic
they all took so much interest, He hoped that the lodge would continuc !9
flourish, and he had no doubt whatever that everyone present there wo!
have the happy recollection of that evening. (Cheers).

Bro. I. M. SmierLps then proposed the toast of success to
George of Bombay and the Worshipful Master,” and in doing so

« Lodge St
he gave
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a sketch of its formation and early history. complimenting the lodge upon
the uniform support it had given to the Masonic Charities, and__its services
to English Masonry, which it had been the means of fostering in Bombay,
and concluded by saying that in the hands of its present Master, Bro. Allen,
who had brought to his task of guiding the destinies of the lodge during
the current year energy, ability, and courtesy, cqualto any of his prede-
cessors in the chair, there was every reason to believe that the lodge would
continue to prosper. (Loud cheers). .

The brethren having duly honoured the toast, sing * For he is a jolly
good fellow,” and gave three cheers for the lodgeand one for the Worshipful
Taster. -

: Bro. F. C. ALLEN, the W.M,, in reply, said : Brethren,—It is a proud
privilege for so young a Mason as myself to be placed in the position of
being able to return thanks to the toast which has been so eloquently pro-
osed by Bro. Shields, and it is a still prouder privilege for the membes of
Lodge St. Georgeto welcome as their guests this evening so many pro-
minent members of the Craft to assist in celebrating the goth anniversary of
the warrant under which our lodge has been permitted to work for the
past half century in Bombay. (Applause.) Questions that have doubtless
been put to many of us at one time or another by the popular world who
are not Masons are, ‘ What is the good of Freemasonry?” and, * What
do you gain by becoming a member of the brotherhood ?””  Such q sestions
are difficult to answer in a convincing manner; but I think that the present
occasion is one which most of us might quote as pointing to an all-powerful
tie which, in spite of 50 years of vicissitude in a country which must of
necessity see many changes in its European inhabitants—a tie Which, I say,
has enabled a Masonic lodge of Englishman to hold together in a foreign
land for the long period of 50 years. (Cheers.) Many of us enter the
bonds of Masonry from a feeling of curiosity and a desire to know what the
peculiar secrets of the Craftare, and when those mysteries have once been
ascertained, it is optional for any brother to take his vows away with him
and never again attend a lodge of Freemasons; but, strange as it may
appear to the outside world, the value of our art becomes greater as we
know more of it, the great beauties of our faith grow, and we linger and
remain, and, I venture to say, that no man who once becomes a Mason ever
regrets the step he has taken. (Cheers.) The annals of Lodge St. George
include the names of many men who have helped to build up the history of
this city of Bombay and to render it one of the foremost in the world. Many
of the most prominent men of their time, whether it was in 1548 or the
present year, have had their names enrolled amongst its list of members,
and, as I said just now, the bond of Masonry must be great indeed if a
small lodge like this of St. George can boast a history which includes such
names as the late Bros. James Gibbs, Tyrrel Leith, and Harold King
—(applause)—and of the present time H.R.H. the Duke of Connaught
and H. E. Lord Sandhurst. (Cheers.) ‘ Masonry universal,’ is a
sentiment which we brethren in this country can fully appreciate;
but it was left to our Bro. Dunnto bring’ home to the Masons
of England the true meaning of the expression on the accasion
when our English brethren met together at the Albert Hall in London
to celebrate the Goth year of the reign of her Majesty the Queen
Empress. (Applause.) In responding to one of the toasts he was able to
say that a long residence in the East had enabled him to discover that the
ties of the Craft were more powerful than any other bond, whether it was
creed, caste, or lineage, and that the lignt of Masonry had permitted him to
meet men of all religions on the same grounds of equality and even to break
down the prejudices of Shylack, who it will be remembered said :

“I will not eat, drink, nor pray with you,”

because he was not of the Christian faith; but the tenets of our peculiar
laws render such restrictions impossible, and we brethren of the Craft meet
on common ground-~the ground of natural equality and matual dependence.
(Applause.)  Brethren, I am glad to be able to say that the history of
Lodge St. George in the present year is not likely to'be dimmed by any of
its forerunners, ~ We have many ardent members, and every meeting we
held spezks to the fervency of the brethren who belong to it. ~ Itis a long
cry to 1948, but when that year comes, and 1 hope that many of you will be
present when it does—(laughter and applause)—and the lodge has com-
pleted a century of existence— (cheers)—I am confident that whoever has
the honour to be the Master on that occasion will be able to render a good
account of the lodge in the meanwhile. (Hear, hear.) Before I sit down I
would beg to thank you most heartily and humbly for the kind way in which
you have drunk my health, and to say that whilst the welfare of this lodge is
my welfare, it would be impossible for the lodge to be in its present state of
Prosperity were it not for the able and kind support I have received during
the time T have been in the chair from my officers and the members as a
body. (Loud cheers.)

Bro, SuieLps then gave the toast of * The Visitors,” and while doing so
observed that the W.M. had invited the visitors to the centenary of the lodge,
and he (Bro. Shields) only hoped that they would all be able to attend.
(IAUghter and cheers.) In coupling with the toast the name of Bro. Darasha
R. Chichgar, he said that that brother was well known to them all, and his
excellent services to Freemasonry were probably greater than those of any
ather brother in Bombay. (Cheers.) T'o Bro. Chichgar they owed a great
debt of gratitude for assisting them that evening in their preparations, and
to him the Craft generally owed a great debt for the exertions he had made

oth in the past and present as Secretary and Treasurer of the Joint Hall
. -Chmittee, and more especially for the very great help he had given in
faing the fund for the building of the new hall, which they soon hoped to
cupy. (Cheers.) Therewas also another distinguished Mason present—
fo. Tate—who he hoped would be benefited in health by his being trans-
‘Sm’d to Bombay from S'nd. (Cheers.) There was also Bro. Counsell, who
035 one of the oldest Past Masters in English Freemasonry in Bombay, and
¢ Lo whom the lodge was particularly indebted, (Cheers.) He coupled
visei ")1r;mes of Bros. Chichgar, Tate, and Counsell with the toast of the
an jl {;53 .D,ml\szx:& Cuicucar, Tare, and CouNsELL responded to the toast,
reg., 1O OINg so wished prosperity to the lodge, which was second to none as

&a{ds its Charities and working the rituals, 4
be W.M. then gave the toast of the Tyler, which was deunk in solemn

) S. Ca . . .
11)1:;::! “» and the brethren separated sometime after midnight.—~7"¢ Tiues of

>

HBI".I\]I”:' Exrress Frieperic will be the guest of the Queen next month in Scotland.
Ponslnzlefl:)' crosses the North Sea in the Royal yacht Victoria and Albert, which leaves
’“Dressu' .about the 2Sth inst for Flushing, in order to convey her to Englard. The
Ba]mm]’w‘“ probably make a short stay at Buckingham ~ Palace on her way to

ROYAL MASONIC BENEVOLENT INSTITUTION.

The Committee of Management of the Royal Masonic Benevolent Institution
held their usual monthly meeting at Freemasons’ Hall an Wednesday, the business
transacted being of a purely formal character, The Secretary reported the deaths
of three annuitants (two male and one widow) and one accepted candidate, while
the Warden’s Report for the past month recorded the fact of Bro. C. E. Keyser,
P.G.D., having sent 18 brace of partridges for distribution among the inmates at
Croydon,

PRESENTATION 10 BRO. H. HARDMAN, P.M. 606,
P.P.A.G. SEC. NORTH WALES.

The above pleasing event took place at the Ship Restaurant, Charing Cross
cn Saturday, the 10th instant, on the occasion of Bro. H. Hardman, P.M. 606, H,
1275, P.P.A.G. Sec, North Wales, and P.P.S.G.W. (Mark) North Wales, leaving
England for a Government appointment as master of a boarding school in India,
Bengal Presidency. ’

Among those present were Bros. T. Grummant, P.M. 1559, President ; W,
Cowley, P.M. 1559, Vice-President; T.R. Cass, P.M. 1320; C, N. Mcl. North,
P.M. 1559; W. Eckersall, P.M. 217; C. H. Stone, P.M. 507; J. Witty, .W.;
G. Benedetti, P.Z. 1275; Horley, P.M.; Frank Swinford, W,M. elect 2272;
and A, Bonaldi, S.D. 1550.

After a recherche banquet, personally attended to by Bro. Bonaldi, the proa

rietor, )
P Br’o. GrumMANT, President, gave the toast of “The Queen}” in loyal and
Masonic terms, and, in proposing that of * H.R.H. the Prince of WalesJM.W.
G.M.,” very feelingly alluded to his recent severe accident, and expressed an
earnest wish for his speedy recovery.

Bro. GRUMMANT next proposed the toast of the evening—that of ¢ Taking a.
Loving Farewell of our dear Bro. Hardman and wishing him God.speed.” He
said he was delighted to see such a happy gathering, so quickly called together
and most readily responded to, to wish success and prosperity to on e so deserving.
Bro. Hardman had endeared himself to many, but to none more than to the members
of the Star Chapter, of which he was H., and would have been installed First
Principal in January next. He was one of those companions whom once knowing
you would love and respect, and if ever a brother left his native land with every
good feeling towards him that was Bro. Hardman. Although he had accepted an
excellent appointment some 16,000 miles away, it was the hearty desire of all
present ,and many others who were not Masons who were unable to attend, that
his future career would be one of great success and happiness, and that the G.A.
O.T.U. would spare him to return to his native land. In order that he might feel
in touch with his many friends, although in India, but still a part of the Mother
Country, the companions of the Star Chapter and others had placed their photos
in a beautifully-bound album, which he (the President) had the greatest pleasure
in presenting, with the feeling that he might look upon the faces of many who
were dearest to him and who were present with him in spirit.

“Bro. Wi, Eckersatt, P.M,, also most {eelingly eulogised the many excellent
qualities of Bro, H, Hardman, whom he had known for upwards of 21 years and .
had always admired. They had worked together for several years, he never had
a better co-worker, or one so modest yet still so masterful,

In reply, Bro. HARDMAN, with feelings of emotion, said his remarks would
be very few. He had no idea of meeting such a number of brethren and
hearing so many kind remarks from the President and Bro. Eckersall, for
whom he had the highest respect. His services would be given to the country t3
which he had been appointed but which was no foreign one.,  His salary he was
pleased to state would be bettered about three times and at the expiration he
hoped to return to the bosom of his friends again and receive the pension he
would be entitled to. For their kindness in presenting the splendid album he
expressed his heartfelt thanks, and which he was assured would keep him in touch
with so many dear friends.

Bro. C. H. Stoxg, P.M,, next proposed the toast of * The Bro. President  in
terms of high appreciation, both for geniality and excellent services rendered to
Freemasonry, especially the Royal Arch. For the manner he had conducted ths
whole of the circumstances connected with the happy meeting he deservad the
highest praise,

The toast was most cordially received.

In reply, Bro. GRuMMANT thanked all present and remarked it was one of
the most pleasant meetings he had ever presided over. There was no one for
whom he could do more than Bro, Hardman, and again he wished him God-speed
and asked him to remember that although in India he was still an Englishinaq, under
the control of the Grand Lodge of England, and that we were still fully in touch with
him whenever we went to Great Queen-street, He was thankful to preside over
the meeting for such an object, and it was the earnest wish of all. present that
Bro. Hardman would be blessed with health and strength and have a most
successful carcer,

* The Health of Bro. Bonaldi and Mrs, Bonaldi " was drunk and very suitably
replied to by Bro. BonaLp1, .

Bro. Frank Swinford added considerably to the harmony by singing a come
position of his own, eatitled “ Night patrol,” which was rapturously received,

THE OLD MASONIANS' VISIT TO BUSHEY,

———

The Old Masonians’ Cricket Club concluded their season on Saturday last,
with their third annual summer gathering, which took place at Northwood.
Favoured with delightful weather, a very enjoyable time was spent by the Old
Masonians and their_friends, the feature of the outing being the drive taken to
Bushey, where the Old Boys had an opportunity of visiting the site of the new
School, which they considered a magnificent spot for so worthy an Institution.
After leaving Bushey, they continued their drive through Watford, Rickmans,
worth, Backer Heath, and Moor Park, returning thence to the Northwood Hotel,

The Northwood Hotel was found to be a very suitable rendezvous, Mr.
Higgs, the proprietor, catered for his visitors in a pleasing mauner, whilst
the surrounding country walks added to the attractions of the place.  Various
games, &c., were indulged in, amongst which an egg and spoon race caused much
merriment, In the evening songs and selections on the piano and mandoline
brought another enjoyable gathering to a close.

Mr. J. Swinford Francis, the President of the club, was unavoidably prevented
from being present, but Bro, Sholto H. Hare, Vice-President, accompanied the
party. We hear that Bro. Hare has taken a very kindly interest in the Old
Masonians, therefare, it was a source of great pleasure to have their Vice.Presi-
dent amongst them on this occasion. Bro, Henry Stiles was also present, and
took a photograph of those present. :

The arrangements of the gathering were ably cacried out by Messrs, Gough,
Lewis, and Barber, Hon, Sec,
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ROWN AND ANCHOR HOTEL,

- LONG DITTON, SURREY.

Half-way House—London to Ripley.

Main Portsmouth Road (almost adjoining the River);
Seven Minutes from Hampton Court; less than One Mile
from Surbiton Station; One Mile and a Half from
Sindown Park.
LUNCHEONS, DINNERS AND TEAS PROVIDED

(Large Club Room, Piano, &e.)
EVERY ACCOMMODATION FOR CYCLISTS.
(Good Stabling, Lock-up Coach-houses.)
BILLIARD SALOON. Bowrinc GREEN.

Rro. FREDERIC!Z WILLIAM WOQD, PROPRIETOR.
HE SHIP AND TURTLE,

Propnietor, Bro. C. J. PAINTER,

B

Best and oldest house in London for recherché
Masonic Banquets, Private Parties, and Dinners.
. AssgmBLy Rooms rorR CoOMPANIES, &C.

OUR TURTLE “THE ELIXIR OF LIFE,”
. Vide faculty.

Purveyors to H.R.H. Prince of Wales, H.1.M. Emperor
of Russia, Dukes of Saxe Gotha, Connaught, Cambridge,
and most of Crowned Heads of Europe. .

Manager, Bro. C. J. GARDNER.

ANNON STREET HOTEL,
CANNON STREET, E.C.

——

RITTER & PUZEY, PROPRIETORS.

SPACIOUS AND COMMODIOUS ROOMS
FOR LARGE OR SMALL
MASONIC LODGES,

AND
BANQUETS,

MEETINGS, AuUCTIONS, BALLS, CONCERTS, ARBITRA-
TioNs, CINDERELLAS, ETC.

W. G. FENELEY, MANAGER.

BRO. EDWARD P. DELEVANTI

will he pleased to undertake
MUSICAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR MASONIC
BANQUETS, CONSECRATIONS, &c.
(Craft, Arch, Mark, Secret Monitor, &c.)

MASONIC QUARTETTE.
THE COURT PART SINGERS.

Layer Marney, Mount Park, Ealing; or 16 Great Queen
Street, W.C.

SUMMER OUTINGS.

ROYAL WINDSOR AND THE RIVER
THAMES.

Complete arrangements made for Masonic or other
parties visiting Windsor. .

Steam Launch Trips over some of the prettiest parts of
the River. .

Charming Drives to Virginia Water, Burnham Beeches,

c.
Steam Launches or Brakes engaged.

LUNCHEON & DINING ROOMS. RESTAURANT,
Carefully selected Wines

LAYTON BROTHERS,

CONFECTIONERS TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN,
WINDSOR,

NDERTON'SHOTEL & TAVERN
‘ FLEET STREET, LONDON.

F. H. CLEMOW, Proprictor.

1a connection with the Peacock Hotel, and Roya! Hotel,
Boston, Lincolnshire,

The central position of Anderton’s is unequalled for
Masonic Banquets, Public Dinners, Wedding Breakfasts,
Meetings of Creditors, Arbitrations, %c.

The RESTAURANT on Eastern Side of Hotel Entrance
is open to the public from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. for Breakfasts,
Luncheons, Teas, and Dinners,

The 2s. Hot Luncheon, from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m,, in Coffee
Room, unequalled.
Registered Address for Telegrams :—
CLEMOW, LONDON,

BREE’S ROYAL HOTEL, JERSEY

Healthiest situation in St. Helier,

, 20 degrees cvoler than the sea front.
BED AND BREAKFAST 35/6 anp 6/-.
FULL BOARD, ROOMS & SERVICE, 8/6 & ¢/ per day.
Telegraphic Address—** BRrES, JRRSRY.”

ROSSLEY BROS,,
FURNISHING UNDERTAKERS,

Funvral Carriage Masters and Monumental Masons.
. Valuations for probate,
469, GREEN LANES, HARRINGAY, LONDON, N.
(Two minutes from Harringay Park Station),

S—

No extra charge within six miles.

IDLAND RAILWAY,
CHEAP EXCURSIONS FROM ST, PANCRAS and
other LONDON STATIONS.

—

A FORTNIGHT IN IRELAND.

On FRIDAY, September 23, to DUBLIN and the
SOUTH and WEST of IRELAND, and to BELFAST
Londonderry, Portrush, and the NORTH of IRELAND,
Cheap Excursion Tour Tickets also issued on Friday
September 23, to Belfast, Sligo, Bundoran, Warrenpoint,
and Newcastle (co. Down). See bills for routes, fares, &c.

LAST EXCURSION of the SEASON to SCOTLAND
and NOKTH of ENGLAND, for 4, 10, or 16 days.

On FRIDAY, September 23. for 4 or 10 davs, from
St. Pancras, at 9.15 p.m. to EDINBURGH, Glasgow,
Helensburgh, and other North British Stations; and at
10.0 p.m. to CARLISLE, Appleby, Glasgow, Ayr,
Kilmarnock, G. and S.W. Line, and Newton Stewart,
Stranraer, Wigtown, &c. ‘

Also on FRIDAY, September 23, for 4 or 10 days,
from St. Pancras, at 9.15 p.m., to STIRLING, Perth,
Dundee, Arbioath, Forfar, Brechin, Montrose, Stone-
haven, Aberdeen, Inverness, Fort William, &e.

RETURN TICKETS at a THIRD-CLASS SINGLE
ORDINARY FARE for the DOUBLE JOURNEY will
also be issued by the above trains to return ANY DAY
WITHIN SIXTEEN DAYS from date of issue.

Also to NORTH of ENGLAND on FRIDAY, September
23, for 4, 10, or 16 days, from St. Pancras at 5.30 p.m. to
Northallerton, Richmond, Darlington, Durham, Newcastle,
and Berwick.

NEW WEEKLY SUMMER EXCURSIONS.
(Last of the Season).

On WEDNESDAY, MIDNIGHT, September 21, and
THURSDAY, September 22, from St. Pancras, at 5.15
a.m., to DOUGLAS, ISLE QF MAN, for 5, S, 12, or 15
days.

LAKE DISTRICT, BUXTON, MATLOCK, SCARBORO’
&ec., for G, 9, 13, or 16 days.

On WEDNESDAY, September 21, from St. Pancras,
at 10.30 a.m., to MORECAMBE, LANCASTER, and the
ENGLISH LAKE DISTRICT ; at 12,10 (noon) to MAT-
LOCK and BUNTON; at 10.5 a.m. to LIVERPOOL,
SOUTHPORT, BLACKPOOL, LYTHAM, ST. ANN'S,
and FLEETWOOD; and at 9.0 a.m. to SCARBORO",
BRIDLINGTON, Filey, Robin Hood's Bay, Whitby,
Saltburn, Redcar, Tynemauth, Whitley, and Cullercoats.

On MONDAY, September 19, to BIRMINGHAM, for
1 or 5 days, from St. Pancras at G.35, and Kentish Town
at G.40 a.m,

Also to MANCHESTER (for the Races) onSATURDAY,
September 24, for 1 or 3 days, from St. Pancras at 12.5
Friday Midnight, and Kentish Town at 12.10 a.m.

TICKETS and BILLS may be had at the MIDLAND
Stations, and City Booking Offices, and from TIIOS,
COOK and SON, Ludgate:-circus, and Branch Offices.

GEO. H. TURNER, General Manager.

HE SON OF A MASON (deceased),
aged 24, requires RE.ENGAGEMENT as Clerk.
8} years reference. Apply: F. M., cfo Freemasoun,

LECTION OF GRAND
TREASURER, 1899.

CANDIDATURE OF

BrRoTHER HARRY MANFIELD,
P.P.G.D. Norths and Hunts,

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEER:
The Right W. Bro.
Tue Rigur Hon, THE EARL OF EUSTON,
Prov. Grand Master Nortbs and Hunts.

VICE-CHAIRMEN :

The V.W. Bro. RICHARD EVE, P.G. Treasurer.
The W. Bro. J. HAVILAND, M.A,, Dep. Prov. G.M.
* Norths and Hunts,

HoN. SEGRETARY :
J. PERCY FITZGERALD,
Linacre, Balmoral Road, Willesden Green.

PRELIMINARY ANNOUNCEMENT,

RAND MA?ONIC BAZAAR
ND

FANCY FAIR,

Under the distinguished patronage of the
M.W, Granp LobGe o A.F, AND A, MasoNs, IRELAND,
And the
R.\W. ProvinciaL GraNp LopGES oF ANTRIM
AND Dowx, &c., &c.,
Will be held in ULSTER HALL, on 27th Ocrosexr
next, and TWO following days, for the purpose
of clearing off the debt on the
New Masonic Hall, Crumlin Road, Belfast,

—_——

Further particulars in future advertisements, Meantime,
contributions of work, &c., will be gratefully received and
duly acknowledged by the Stall Holders;
or, R, B. ANDREWS, Hon, Sec.,

104, CLIFTON PARK AVENUE,
BELrasT,

FREEMASON'S HYMN.—-THE
MYSTIC TIE. Words and Music composed by
F. J. StBIN.  Price 1s. €d. nett.

FISH, POULTRY, GAME, OYSTERS,

N GOW, LIMITED,
17, NEW BROAD STREET, E.C.,
1+, HONEY LANE MARKET, CHEAPSIDE, E.C.,
23, LONDON STREET, MARK LANE, E.C.,
03, THEOBALD’S RD., HOLBORN, W.C.,

AND

86, HIGH STREET, PECKHAM, S.E:

—r

1OHN GOW, Limited, always have on sale the Largect
Stock in (.ondon of the Very Best Quality at Lowest Prices,

Telephone No. 6879. Estabdlished 1808,
ATTHEWS, DREW, & CO,
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL
STATIONERS, PRINTERS, LITHOGRAPHERS,
ACCOUNT BOOK MAKERS.

—

E3TIMATES SUBMITTED,

JOH

« THE PROFESSIONAL NOTE,”

A High-class Vellum Paper, with Rough or Satin Surface,
SAMPLES ON APPLICATION,

Send for Illustrated Price List Free.
MATTHEWS, DREW, &COMPANY,

37 & 38, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.
(Opposite Chancery Lane).
Law Writing Department—10, GRAY’S INN PrLACE, W.C.

EFORE YOU BUY YOUR
MACHINE FOR 18¢8,

INSPECT THE ¢<“HOLBORN.”

Guaranteed to be a First [gil_ass Machine at a Moderate
rice,

THE HOLBORN CYCLE COMPANY,

39, GREAT QUEREN STRERT, HOLBORN,
{Nearly opposite the Freemasons’ Hall.)

HE SHIP HOTEL,
HALLIFORD-ON-THAMES, SHEPPERTON,

Bro. F. J. THAYRE, Proprtietor.
{Many years at the Savoy Hotel).

The above old-established and famous Hostelry is most
leasantly situated on the banks of the Thames at one of
its most charming reaches,
. There is a large Coffee Room with a grand uninterrupted
view,
Superior accommodation for
Families, Anglers, &c.
Fish abound in the immediate vicinity of the Hotel, and
experienced Fishermen are always available, Billiards,
Boating, Punting, Posting, &c.

Masonic  gatherings,

OLLEGE SCHOOL, BALDOCK,
HERTS.
ESTABLISHED MORE THAN Firty YEARS,

PrincipAL - - - Bro. W. J. ASLETT.

Through Preparation for the Oxford and Cambridge
Local, Preliminary, Legal. and Medical College of
Prgceptors, Sclenge and Art Dezpartment. This bzing
chiefly a Corpmemal School, the course of instruction 15
specially designed to qualify youths for active business life.

Terms moderate and inclusive, The Principal will bz
pleased to board and educate the sons of deceased Masons
for the amount allowed by the Institution.

AY0O’'S CASTLE HOT EfL”
EAST MOLESEY, HampTOoN COURT STATION.

—

BRO. JOHN MAYO. MasoNic TEMPLE.

Accommodation in the new wing for Banquets for any
aumber up to 120. Every convenience for Ladies’ Gather-
ings. Spacious landing to river, whence Steam Launches
can start. Five Lodges meet here, and reference may
be made to the respective Masters as to the catering, &c.

Price 25, 6d, Post Free, 2s. 7d.

ASONIC PRONOUNCING
DICTIONARY,

Giving the Pronunciation and Definition of every word
susceptible of a mispronunciation, used in the work o
Initiation, Installation, Consecration, and Funeral Service,
in the Craft Lodge, Chapter, Council, Commandc?; ail
the Supreme Council, in the Ancient and Accepted Scottish

Rite, b
"™ " REV. JAY A. FORD,

Past Master and Masonic Lecturer, and Prelate of Battlé
Creck Commandery, No. 33, Knights Templar.

GEORGE KENNING, Masonic Publisher,

16 and 16a, GREAT QUEEN STREET, LONDON,

HE ONLY FEMALE
FREEMASON (Mrs. Aldworth).

PORTRAIT AND MEMOIR, Price
Post Free.

emnmianny

Georce KeNNING, 16 and 163, Great Queen-streety

w.C.

Gdy

w.e
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TEOFANI’S

HIGH-CLASS

CIGARETTES.

UNEQUALLED POR QUALITY.
e

TEOFANI'S CIGARETTES have been awarded Two
Gold Medals for Quality and Make, International
Tobacco Exhibition, 1895,

TEOFANI'S are sold at the leading Hotels, Restaurants,
and Tokacconists throughout the United Kingdom,

A Feature 'qf the Metropolis.

SPIERS & POND'S
CRITERION RESTAURANT,

PICCADILLY CIRCUS,
LONDON, W.

———

EAST ROOM.

. Finest Cuisine, unsurpassed by the most renowned
Parisian Restaurants, Luncheons, Dinners and Suppers
A 1a carte and prix fixe. Viennese Band.

GRAND HALL.

Musical Dinner 3s. 6d. per head, Accompanied by the
Imperial Austrian Band.

WEST ROOM.

Academy Luncheon 2s. 6d., Diner Parisien 5s.

BUFFET & GRILL ROOM.

Quick service A Ia carte and moderate prices. Joints in
each room fresh from the Spit every half-hour.

AMERICAN BAR.

Service of special American Dishes, Grills, &c.

Om—

.

Schnd:'d Suites of Rooms for Military and other

Dinners.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 1398,

-

‘The annual convocation of the Provincial Grand
Chapter of Hertfordshire will take place at the Four
Swans’ Hotel, Waltham Cross, on Saturday, the 13th
October, at the hour of 5.30 p.m. The business will
tonsist chiefly of the appointment end investiture of
Ouicers for the ensuing year. The entertaining
ciiapter is the James Terry, No. 2372, which will meet
Cutlier in the day for the installation of Principals and
Investiture of officers.

* * *

The annual meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge
of Sussex will this year be held at Lewes, the date
pgroved by H.R.H. the Duke of Connaught, K.G.,
l[’rov. G. Master, being Friday, the 28th October, A
"turty welcome will be given to his Royal Highness,
:ho will be met on his arrival at the station shortly

‘er 1 p.m. by the Mayor and Corporation in state.

Highness will be entertained at luncheon at the Town
Hal), after which Prov. G. Lodge will be opened and
the business of the day, including the appointment and
investiture of the new Provincial Grand Officers,
will be transacted. In the evening the brethren
will give an entertainment at the Assembly Rooms.
The South Saxon and Pelham Lodges, Nos. i1
and 1303 respectively, will share between ‘them the
responsibility of entertaining Prov. G. Lodge.
* = +

For the third week in succession we have had the
pleasure of acknowledging the receipt of a newly-
published work on Masonry of great interest and
importance to the Craft generally. The first was. Bro.
Henry Sadler's " Masonic Reprints and Historical
Revelations,” a brief summary of the contents of
which was contained in our leading article of the roth
instant. This was followed by an elaborate ¢ History
of Union Lodge, Norwich, No. 52, by Bros. Lord
Amherst of Hackney, P.G.W. and Hamon Le
Strange, P.G.D., D.P.G.M. Norfolk, two of its Past
Masters. This week it is the “ History of the Ancient
Masonic Lodge of Scoon and Perth, No. 3 (Lodge of
Scone),"~by Bro. D. Crawford Smith, F.S.A. (Scot.)},
the Secretary of the lodge, with an Introduction by
Bro. W. ]. Hughan, P.G.D. This, which forms a
large and handsome volume, we shall take the first
available opportunity of reviewing, and, as the lodge
dates from the 17th century, we prognosticate that the
task will be a most pleasurable one, and profitable
withal. We gladly express our thanks to the author
for affording us the opportunity of studying his work.

* oz =

It is matter for satisfaction that the burning question
of New Zealand and the recognition of its Grand
Lodge has at length passed its final stage,and that the
schism which had so long disunited the Craft in that
Colony has been determined. It will now be the fault of
the brethren out there if we hear of dissensions amongst
them in the future. The terms of recognition are so
cleatly set forth in the document which was read out
in Grand Lodge and published in our report last week,
that it will be extremely difficult for either of the con-
tracling parties to misinterpret them, More especially
is this the case as regards the right conceded to the
.Grand Lodge of New Zealand to grant warrants for

' new lodges, it being stipulated that neither that body

nor its Grand Master_shall grant any “out of the five
Districts referred to or the Colony.” .
* * L] R

As regards Bro. Eve’s remarks, while we respect the
consistency with which he has supported the rights and
privileges of the English lodges in the Colony, we are
convinced there is little, if any, ground for the mis-
givings in which he permits himself to indulge. It
would be too much to expect that the bitterness of
feeling engendered by the recent severe conflict in New
Zealand should pass away instanter. But the fact, to
which we adverted last week, that one of our English
District Grand Masters, when he found the New Zea-
land Constitution had been recognised by cur Grand
Lodge, took the opportunity of attending the installa-
tion of Bro. the Right Hon. R. ]. Seddon, P.C,, the
Premier of the Colony, as M.W. Grand Master, may
be taken as evidence that the brethren of the English
Constitution are prepared to loyally accept the new
order of things; and we may reasonably hope that, with
a renewal of intercourse, all soreness between the
several sections of the Masonic community will slowly
but surely, die out. As we have said in the preceding
paragraph, it will be the brethren's own fault if dis-
sensions arise in the future.

£ % =

But we are sanguine enough to hope that no such
evil will follow. Our Grand Lodge has shown itself
to be actuated by a genuine spirit of conciliation. It
is a powerful body, and would have bad no difficulty
in_prolonging the schism, and with it, of course, ali
the unpleasant consequences to Masonry which none
would have more sincerely regretted than Bro. Eve.
But instead of doing this, it has realised that it was
possible to recognise this new Grand Lodge, and so
help to promote the general intcrests of the Cralt,
without abandoning the just claims of the English
lodges and brethren to its protection,
* * *

We are pleased to know that Bro. Lamonby’s
motion that, with a view (o better insuring “ the
preservation of the rights and privileges of minorities
and to prevent subsequent disputes,” lodge warrants
shall not be cancelled for a period of three months
after their receipt by the Grand Secretary. Bro.

Aﬁef inspecting the Masonic Museum, his Royal

Lamonby, who speaks with authority from the

experience he acquired during his sojourn in one of our
Australasian colonies, put the matter clearly enough
when he said that “a great mistake was made in
leaving the warrants there to be fought and struggled
for.” We have heard of more than one case in which
the wishes and opinions of a minority have been over.
borne; but the acceptance of the motion will go some
way towards preventing the possibility of this in the
future by giving the minority time to lay their views
before Grand Lodge.
= * *

The annual meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge
of Warwickshire will be held in St. Mary’s Hall,
Coventry, on Tuesday, the 4th October, under the
auspices of the Stoneleigh Lodge, No. 725. In the

-course of the proceedings the brethren will march in

procession to Holy Trinity Church, where Divine
service will take place, and a sermon be preached by
Bro, the Rev, Thomas Downing, M.A,, Prov. G. Chap.,
after which a collection will be made in behalf of the
Warwickshire Masonic Benevolent and Pupils’ Aid
Fund. A banquet will be held at the Craven Arms
Hotel, at 5.30 p.m. ’
* *

The Supreme Grand Chapter of the Grand Cross of
Constantine for the United States of America is to
assemble in the Scottish Rite Cathedral, Cincinnati,
Ohio, on Tuesday, the 20th instant,at 3 p.m. General
John C. Smith is the Grand Sovereign and Bro. Chatles
K. Francis is the Grand Registrar General. The two
other prominent officers are his Honour Judge Josiah
H. Drummond, Grand Viceroy, and Bro. Marquis F.
King, Grand Treasurer.

I

It is intended to hold a Grand Masonic Bazaar and
Fancy Fair in Ulster Hall, Belfast, on Thursday, the
27th October, and two following days, with the object
of clearing off the debt on the new Masonic Hall in
that city. The patronage has already been secured of
the Grand Lodge of Ireland and the Provincial Grand
Lodges of Antrim and Down, and we have every reason
to hope that the Craft generally throughout Ireland
will render all the assistance in its power towards so
worthy an object. All necessary particulars are to be
had of Bro. R. B. Andrews, Hon. Secretary, 104,
Clifton Park Avenue, Belfast,

* * *

We have much pleasure in acknowledging our in-
debtedness to Bro. john T. Thorp, P,M., Sec., for copy
of the Transactions of the Lodge of Research, No.
2429, Leicester, for the year 1897-8. The volume is
bulkier than usual owing to there being appended the
“ Memorials of Lodge, No. gt (Antients), Leicester,”
together with Detailed List of Members, 1961-1821,
which Bro. Thorp himself has compiled so ably and
with so much care and accuracy and of which there
recently appeared in these columns an appreciative
review from the pen of Bro. W. ]. Hughan, P.G.D.
The lodge is quite young, having been founded on the
lines of Lodge Quatuor Coronati, No. 2076, in the
year 1892, but it has done 'some very successful work
during the brief period of its existence, and we antici-
pate for it, not without reason, a long and prosperous
career,

* * *

The Transactions date from the sth Anniversary
Festival on the 27th September, 1897, when Bro. R,
Pratt, M.D., was installed in office as W.M. by the
retiring Master, Bro. S. S. Partridge, P.A.G.D.C,,
D. Prov, G.M. Leicestershire and Rutland, and when
the officers for the year had been appointed and
invested, Bro. John Lane, P.A.G.D.C., who is a mem-
ber of the Correspondence Circle of the lodge, read a
highly instructive paper entitled “Some Aspects of
Early English Freemasonry (Esoteric).” The subject
was treated very exhaustively, and on the conclusion of
the discussion which followed, a hearty vote of thanks
to Bro. Lane was passed nent, con,

¥ %k

At the November meeting, the S.W,, Bro. F. W.
Billson, LL.B., read a paper entitled “ Masonic Ritual
and Ceremonies: their antiquity as judged by internal
evidence; ' but neither in this case nor in that of Bro..
Lane’s paper has it been possible to give more than a.
very guarded idea of what was said. The papers pre-
sented at the January, March, and May meetings were-
contributed by Bro. Pratt, the W.M.,, on *“ The Grand
Lodgesof England " (First Part); by Bro. Thorp, on:
‘* The Provincial Grand Masters of Rutland, 1776—-
1823 ;" and by Bro. R. B. Starkey, on “ The Christian-
Element in Ancient Freemasonry.” The volume also
contains lists of official members and members of the
Correspondence Circle, as well as other useful matter.
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Jorrespondence,

We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions expressed by our correspondents,
but we wish, in a spirit of fair play to all, to permit—within certain necessary limits~
free discussion,

RORKE OR ROOKE.

To the Editor of the * Freemason.”
Dear Sir and Brother,

The valuable collection of hitherto unpublished Masonic papers in
Bro. Sadler’s new volume clearly indicates that we have not yet reached the end of
our historical investigations, The work will doubtless be reviewed by experts,
whom I have no intention to forestal in any way, except to express my own
personal congratulations to Bro. Sadler upon his new venture. .
My special object in writing now is to call attention to a sentence in Bro.
Chetwode Crawley’s most able Introductory Chapter. Into the scope of the
argument it is unnecessary to enter. I only desire to point out that his reference
on page xvi. to “one gentleman of unmistakeable Irish pationymic ‘Ger[ald]
Rorke, Esq.’ * appears to me to be an error, for in a copy of the names of the
members of the lodges comprised in the . Third Manuscript List of 1731-2 (not
1730, see my Handy Book, pp. 20-23), made by me many years ago, it is clearly
written “ Geo. Rooke, Esq.,’”’ and as “ George Rooke, Esq.”” was one of the Grand
Stewards at the annual Festival held on 1gth April, 1732, and was on the same day
appointed Senior Grand Warden in G. Lodge, I have no doubt that he is the person
indicated asa member of the lodge held at the “ Goat at the Foot of the Hay-
market,” his official position evidently inducing the compiler of the ‘list to dub
him an ** Esq.,” whilst all the other members of the lodge are simply “ Mr."—

Yours fraternally,
' JNO. LANE.
Torquay, September 7th.

TReviews.

“THE CATHEDRAL CHURCH oF WELLS ” (Bell’s Cathedral Serics, Edited by
Messrs. Gleeson and E. F. Strange.) This is the 13th of the excellent and artistic
handbooks of Cathedrals published by Messrs. George Bell and Sons, Covent Garden,
each of which ably describes the Fabric, and gives a history of the Iipiscopal See
selected, so that the handsome Volumes are practically exhaustive, and furnish all need-
ful information for residents and visitors alike, They cannot be improved upon, for as a
series the entertaining little Books are all that canbedesiced. Wells has fallen to the facile
pen and archzeological tastes of the Rev. Percy Dreamer, M.A., to describe, who will be
gratefully remembered for the companion Volume on Oxford. Chapter 11 is devoted to
the exterior, and naturally, the Grand West Frosf has most prominence and attention, for
it is quitejuarivalled, as Ferguson declares or as Fuller quaintly says, * England affordeth
not the like, Even Professor Freeman, who objects to the West Front as a piece of
architecture, admits that the sculpture is the finest display in this country. As a matter
of fact some of the figures “are almost as beautiful as the greatest masterpieces in
Italy or France.”” The tiers of statuary are minutely described and explained, and the
north porch has justice done as ‘ perhaps the finest piece of architecture at. Wells,”
though it does not generally receive the attention it deserves. The interior is also ably
described, and the numerous illustrations add much to the value and interest of the
volllume, which may be had for cightecnpence, direct from the publishers or any book-
sellers. )

FREE AND . FREEMASONRY,

By Bro., R. F Gourp,
(Continued from page 421.)
II. .

Few scholars ave critics, few critics are philosophers, and few philo-
sophers look with equal care on both sides of a question.—W, S, LANDOR,
The aggregate testimony of our neighbours is subject to the same conds-
tons as the testimony of any one of them. Every man who has accepted
the statement from somebody else, without himself testing and verifying if,

is out of court ; his word is worth nothing at all.~W. K. CLIFFORD.

I do not suppose for an instant that my friend, Dr. Chetwode Crawley,
would argue that the adoption by the Editors of the new Oxford Dictionary,
of the story related in the Masonic Eclectic, constitutes *“ an authoritative
recognition” of the altogether baseless theory advanced with so much con-
fidence by the * Latomia Society.” But when a writer is proved to be
;grossly inaccurate or unduly credulous on one point, it is, at least, reasonable
to suppose that he may be equally wrong, and not in any lesser degree open
to be deceived on another,

The “ New Dictionary,” as we learn from the title-page, is being com-
piled on “ historical principles,” hence a criticism of its contents is by no
means restricted to those ,

.o Learn'd philologists, who chase
A panting syllable through time and space,
Start it at home, and hunt it in the dark,
To Gaul, to Greece, and into Noah's Ark.,”

It is not given to everyone of us to be skilled in the science of language,
--t.e., the study of languages for their structure and relations ~ but of the
little band of brethren who associate for Masonic research under the banner
of the Quatuor Coronati, it may be said that they are all (without exception),
more or less diligent students of the /istory and antiquities of Free-
masonry.

As one of their number, I have already ventured to call in question the
accuracy of one of the statements in the  Dictionary,” and an examination
of another and equally positive avouchment of what also purports to be a
well ascertained fact, will next be proc-eded with,

The * Free Masons,’” we learn, in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries,
tiavelled from place to place, seeking employment in their trade, ** and had
a system of secret signs and passwords by which a craltsman who had been
admitted, on giving evidence of competent skill could be recognised.” (See
part 1 of the present article).

Here, the learned editors of the ' English Dictionary " evidently pin

their faith on the introductory observations which prepare the reader for the .

development of the remarkable theory, advanced with such persuasive force
and dialectical ability by our Bro. Speth, in his “ Tentative Enquiry "’ con-
cerning the words * Free ” and ** Freemasonry.” ,

The greater comprehends the less, and in looking at Bro. Speth's paper
as a whole, though my glance of it must necessarily be a more rapid one
than I could desire, the ** positive avouchment * in the dictionary, to which
attention has been drawn so recently above, will be considered with all the
fulness at my command. - .

Before, however, parting company with the editors of the  New English
Dictionary,” let me express my regret that a more ‘exhaustive survey of
the whole ground’’ was not made before putting on paper their definitions of
the terms * Free '’ and * Freemason.”

Besides Bro. Speth’s paper {the value of which, however, I should be
one of the last to underrate), the only Masonic works consulted a? first hand
appear to have been the ** History "’ of Bro. Findel and the ¢ Hole Craft"”
of Bro. Conder respectively, From the former they would appear to have
derived such acquaintance as they may possess with the writings of the late
Wyatt Papworth, while in the pages of the latter they have been made
familiar with the ¢ Diary "’ of Elias Ashmole, * The Academie of Armoury "
of Randle Holme, and the notable ¢ Aubrey memorandum” of 1691, But
the actual argument of Wyatt Papworth, in regard to the origin and deriva-
tion of ‘* Freemason,” as contained in his ‘“ Superintendents of English
Buildings in the Middle Ages” they evidently have not perused, nor
apparently the remarks of Dr. Begemann in his letter of May 16th, 1897
(4. 9. C., X.156), and while I shall not contend that either of these
excellent authorities has established as a fact, that ¢ Freemason ' has come
down to us from mestre mason de franche pere, I unhesitatingly assert that
from the paper of the one, and the letter of the other, we gain a good
working hypothesis, which in common with what is called the ¢ Guild ” theory
(still possessing many supporters, though unaccountably neglected in the
“ New Dictionary,”) and the ** Tentative Enquiry” of our Bro. Speth, will
have to be * reckoned with,” by any Masonic historian of the future who
attempts the arduous task of making *an exhaustive survey of the whole

round.” .
g To make use of a comparison—a case, let us suppose, is carried into
court, and (it may be) very rightly decided in favour of the plantiff;
nevertheless, the administration of justice, locally speaking, would fall into
disrepute, if a hearing had been refused to the greater bulk of the evidence
which was tendered by the defendant. . )

Passing, however, to the third (and last) of the theories referred to above,
this remarkable piece of constructive speculation will perhaps be more
easily discussed if I broach, in the first instance, a rival hypothesis, which,
if entitled to any weight, would seem to strike at the root of the supposition
that the operative Masons of the Middle Ages were the intermediaries in -
passing on the signs, tokens, and symbols which have come down to the
modern Society, .

That the symbolism of Masonry, as now preserved, was inherited from
very different ancestors, and that the working masons never came into the
line of transmission at all, is a contention supported by very learned members
of the Craft, and among them (was) the late Albert Pike, from whose letters
to myself I extract the following :

ALserr Pike 1o R. F. GouLp.

"It is very certain that, at an early day, there were in England, as well
as on the Continent, some men, perhaps many, who devoted their time to
the study of that religious philosophy known by the different names of Her-
meticism, Rosicrucianism, and Alchemy,—the last being only pretendedly the
‘science’ of practical Alchemy, but using the terms of science to conceal
the Rosicrucian and Hermetic Dogma. Several of the symbols used by thése
philosophers to express their doctrines are now in the keeping of Masonry,
notably the Compasses and Square.

# Many things combine to prove that the symbols had other meanings
for the few than those which they had for the many,—the attraction which the
Degrees had for men of high rank, the Preface to the Book of ' Long
Livers,’ the real meaning of the Substitute for the Master's Word, the Sun,
Moon, and Master of the Lodge as its Lights, the 47th Problem, which is
not a symbol of any moral truth : and the expression in the Regius Manu-
script that ¢ Gemetry ' took the name of Masonry, These are strengthened
by the traditional connection of Pythagoras with Masonry, and by the
charge to keep the secrets * of the chamber.! -

* | think that the Philosophers, becoming Frce-Masons, introduced into
Masonry its Symbolism,—Secret, except among themselves,—in the Middle
Ages), and not after the decline of Operative Masonry began.”” (Nov. 8th,
1889).
" I find in the Blue Degrees certain Symbols that were used a hundred
+years and more by the Hermetic writers, before the so-called revival of Free-
masonry in England.” . .

# There is no proof that the unlettered day-labouring Masons who had
formed themselves into Lodges here and there, and came together periodi-
cally, or occasionally in inns or ale-houses, for sociability and to smoke their
pipes and drink ale, had and used any of these Symbols, at all, To men

.of that class o Symbol of any recondite or valuable truth, religicus or

philosophical, could speak intelligibly, or have any other than a trite and
vulgar common-place meaning, or be of much greater dignity than the bush
over the door of a wine-shop, or a barber's pole.

“ The Symbols that [ have spoken of as Hermetic may have been darrowed
by Hermeticism ; but all the same, it /1ad them : and I do not know where
they were used, outside of Hermeticism, until they appeared in Masonry.
To one who knows what working masons were, one or two hundred years
ago, it is not necessary to argue that men of that class could not originate
these symbols, .

Did the architects have them?  As architects, no.  Acchitecture 15
not a science of Symbolism, and does not use Symbols, If it bad
any, it was for the purpose only of using the fignres in its work. The
architect, if peradventure, there were any who used these symbols, putting
them to philosophical and religious uses, using them as philosophers', and
not as architects,—as philosophers of some sort who happened to be
Architects.

Whoever endowed Maconry with these particular-Symbols, they were
Hermetic Symbols; and 1 know what they meant to the Hermetic writers,
lirench, German, and English. I should think it most likely that Ashmole
became a Mason, because others who were Hermeticists had become Masons
before him.” (Feb. 7th, 18g0). )

# Ashmole had some inducement that led him to seek admission into
Masonry,—some object to attain, some purpose to carry out. Even his utter
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silence as to the objects, nature, customs, and work of the Ins_titution is
significant. There was something 71 the Institution, that made it seem to
him worth his while to join it; and what was in it then may have been
in it centuries before.” (July 22nd, 1889)

* % * * *

For a full explanation of what may be called in general terms,  the
Rosicrucian Theory with regard to Freemasonry,” the works and fugitive
writings of a vast number of persons would have to be consulted. [ have
myself treated the subject at considerable length in my History of Free-
masonry (chap. XIIL.), where the leading references will be found collected ;
and very masterly papers entitled ** Freemasonry and Hermeticism " (by
the Rev. A. F. A, Woodford), and  ‘* Rosicrucians, their History and
Aims " (by Bro. W. Wynn Westcott) have been read before the Lodge of
the Quatuor Coronati (4.0.C. i. 28, vii. 36).  Also, 1 must not forget to
mention that at the hands of German writers, a Rosicrucian theory of
Masonic origin or development, has passed through quite a multitude of
phases, and 1s stilt stoutly upheld by brethren of *‘light and leading"' in
the Fatherland, . S )

Not, however, to take up too much space, with what, after all, is merely
introductory to a study of Bro. Speth’s paper, I shall quote from no further
commentator on the history—legendary or otherwise—of the Rosicrucians,
and proceed at once to indicate the “ points” dwelt upon by Albert Pike,
which are material to the inquiry we are about to pursue. It will be seen
that he claims (1) for the Hermetic philosophers, a prior possession of much
of the Symbolism 20w the property of the Freemasons;.and (2) that he
refuses to believe in the possession at any time by the wocking Masons of
any symbols of the same class. .

To the first contention, it has been replied, that the Hermeticists or
Rosicrucians are not known to have practised themselves any mystic or
symbolical ceremonies which they could have passed on to the Freemasons
(4.0.C. iii. 22) ; and with respect to the second, let us now examine how
far it remains unshattered after the publication of the counter-theory of
Bro. Speth.  But before doing this, I shall interject a few words from one
of our Bro. Crawley’s latest essays which seem to offer themselves properly
in this place :—* The fact that Ashmole, being a Freemason, was also a
Mystic has given rise to the theory that he may have formed a link between
the Rosicrucians and the Freemasons. ZThis theory vests on a series of
postulates, and may be passed over till proofs ave forthcoming” (A.0.C,
XL 5).

Ti)e principle laid down is a sound one, and what the writer of the essay
has laid down as a rule of action to be observed with respect to the claims of
the Rosicrucians, will equally hold good when applied to the claims of the
Freemasons.

(ABRIDGED FROM ‘' A TENTATIVE ENaUIRY,”
BY Bro. G. W. Srerir)

The cathedral (or church) builders were a separate class from the masons
of the City guilds or companies. o

The Manuscript Constitutions belonged to the church-building masons.

The Accepted Masons derived from the church builders, rather than from
the guild masons, o

The church builders were one fraternity, co-extensive with England at
least, even if they did not at first include Scotland and Ireland also.

A mason travelling from, say, York to Canterbury, was immediately
recognised and treated as a fellow, a co-member of the fraternity, If his
indenture existed in writing, which is doubtful, it might be miles away, so
he had means to establish not only that he was at one time an apprentice to
the craft, but also that he had served his full time, and had been passed a
master of the crait. This he was enabled to do by secret grips, tokens, and
signs, There were two degrees, those of Apprentice and Kellow Craft, and
a ceremony of some sort took place when each of them was conferred.—
{(1.0.C., X., 16 et seqq.)

This state of affairs, in the opinion of Bro, Speth, predated any known
guild of Masons in the kingdom, and [ think I shall be justified in assuming
that the chief authority upon which he relies for the maintenance of his
theory as a whole, is the final portion of the Matthew Cooke MS. (Addl.
8., 23, 198, Brits Mus, Lib.), as dating *“in its transcription, though not
in its origin, from about A.D. 1400,” and the evidential value of this document
will form the subject of our next study.

[$48

We see on our shelwves, tn handsome Volumes, the Works of old Authors
who lived and wrate before the invention of printing; but how few of us
ask ourselves the questions: Where ave the oviginals of which these books
ure the copies?  And what authority have we for the genuninencss of the
lext 2—WILLIAM. FORSYTII.

1 see no answer to the argument, that one has no right to pick out of an
whaious’y unhistorical statement the assertions which happen to be probable,
ind to discard the rest.—~T. H, Huxrey,

The Manuscript Constituticns are supposed to contain the codes of
regulations ¢2 use among the church builders of the Middle Ages, but they
are not referred to in any way by the writers of that period, nor do wz meet
with any independent testimony with respect to them until the 17th century
was well advanced, or, in other words, until long after the publication of the
Yama Fraternitatis, with which is ordinarily associated the development of
the Rosicrucian mania, which set in at about A.D. 1610 —14.

. " A large parchment volum, containing the Iistory and Rules of the
Cralt of Muasonry,” is mentioned by Dr, Plot in the ** Natural History of
Staflordshire,” 1656, but a criticism of his * Account of the Freemasons'
as there related, lies beyond the scope of my present purpose. The
Doints on which I want to dwell at the present stage are (1) that the
Manu cript Constitutions of the Masonic Fraternity, are nowhere referred to
In any independent testimony of prior date to the appearance on the scene
of those hermetical philosophers referred to by Albert Pike, and the ** con-
Veyance ! of whose “ Symbols” into Freemasonry constitutes the ** Rosi-
{rucian theory,” of which there are so many supporters, and among them
m&?:gemann, one of the most profound Masonic scholars of this or any

e
th But to return to the Manuscript Constitutions, there is nothing to show
mal either in the sixteenth or the filteenth centuries, or ealier, the codes of

Rulations contained in these venerable documents fuliilled any more useful

purpose than the several versions of the  Legend of the Craft,” of which,
in all copies of the M.C. they form a part.

Our accounts of these codes of regulations are, indeed, only traditionary,
and we cannot trust those echoes of the past, the early ¢ History ”’ or written
traditions of the Freemasons. Unless machinery is scen at work it is not
possible ¢ judge of its vesults., Equally hard isit to form a judgment of
the operation_of the Masonic system of government in the middle ages,

_ from the dry statements which successive copyists- of the Manuscript Con-

stitutions have preserved or invented.

Moreover (to adopt the words of Professor Goldwin Smith), “ It is a
rule of criticism that we cannot by any critical alembic, extract materials for
history out of fable. If the details of a story are fabulous, so is the whole.
Devices for meeting such difficulties may be found, but they are devices and
not solutions.  So long as anything miraculous is left the difficulty of proof
remains” (Essays, 56, 108, and 163).

Now it is the essence of the code ofjregulations on which our Bro. Speth
so much relies, that there was an ** Assembly ” or Masonic parliament
which was in full swing from some unknown period down to, and perhaps,
after the 15th century, o

The masons, according to the * Constitutions,” were only obliged to go
up to the Assembly when they received any warning, But from whom was
the warning to proceed? The meeting, if it took place at all, must have
been convened by some person or persons, and who could they have been ?
In other words, there must have been a sort of head-quarter staff somewhat
resembling that of a modern trades-union. Vet we are asked to believe,
not only in the existence of so remarkable an organisation, but also to carry
our faith to the extreme point of supposing that the legal writers, commen-
tators, annalists, and antiquarians, from Chief Justice Glanvill downwards,
together with the vast array of ancient records, have passed over in utter
silence, the extraordinary privilege thus enjoyed by the Masons, and possessed
by no other trade, which must have beern common knowledge while the
custom lasted,

It has, indeed, been suggested by Bro. Speth, that instead of there being
one General Assembly of Masons for the whole kingdom, there were several,
but this supposition would appear to be by a long way the least tenable of
the two. It seemsto me quite incredible that one such Assembly could have
been held yearly (or triennially) without some trustworthy record of the
circumstance descending to us, and, therefore, the holding of a score of
them (let us say) in different parts of the country would, in my judgment,
have been at least twenty times as miraculous (if the expression may be
allowed to pass), asthe alleged custom of meeting in one body, which I have
criticised at greater length,

What the Assembly really was, that we find so constantly
alluded to in the Manuscript Constitutions, is a question which would
involve a protracted study of the legal and judicial procedure of the
Middle Ages—but it may be shortly stated, that the unions of the trades
and Crafts in towns met in what were styled General, or Common Assemblies,
both of which terms accur in the Masonic Constitutions, though the words

-1 Common Assembly " are very unusual and are only to be found in what
are called the © Hope' and * York No. 4" MSS.” There is no doubt
whatever that to the governing body of the borough, the trade associatio
was a mere matter of public convenience, and was so little regarded as
depending on the free will of the craft itself, that it was frequently founded
by order of the town and was invariably compelled to make submission to
superior force and receive orders from ‘its master the municipality (J. R.
Green, Town Life in the Fifteenth Century i. 135). It is not likely that
the masons and carpenters should have volunteered to take oath before the
Mayor and Aldermen that they would do their duty in their trade (Z:b. cus.
100) ; or that the masons should themselves propose that if a mason failed
to fulfil his contract, certain men of his trade who acted on his securities
should be bound to finish his task (Riley, Memorials, 280-82),

** Men who offended against the rules of the trade were brought before
the town officers for punishment. Even the wandering artisans who moved
Sfrom place to place, who had no fixed shops and no complete guild
organigation, found themselves subjected to the town authorities as soon as
they had crossed the borders of the borough "' (Green, i. 151).

The suggestion might therefore be made that the General Assemblies
specified in the Manuscript Constitutions were really those of the associated
trades in the towns? T : :

But there is another, and as it seems to me a preferable hypothesis,
Except in London, certainly down to the time of Edward 1., the Sheriff and
County Court still reviewed the jurisdiction of the town, and even much
later, the supzrvision of the Sheriff extended over many towns. Also, the
clause in the “ Constitutions ** naming the radius within which attendance
at the Assembly was compulsory, would be meaningzless, if we can suppose
that the * Charge "’ was addressed solely to residents in the towns.

We are told in the Mirror of Fustices (A.D. 1285-90) :

* The Sheriffs, by ancient ordinance, hold General Assemblies twice a
year in each hundred, whither all fee tenants within the hundred are bound
to come”’ (chap. XVL.). ‘

That the masons were not exempt from attendance and service at the
Court Leet or the Sheriff's Tourn, when a View of Frankpledge took place
is quite clear, and an instance of a special jury consisting of masons and
carpenters, in connection with the proceedings of a Court Leet, is given in
the IXth Volume of the Historical MS, Commission, p. 169.

To this, of course, it may be replied that the masons in question were not
of the church-building class—conceding for the moment, that there may have
been fwo divisions of the Masons' trade—but if the very abundant evidence
on the subject is consulted, and particularly the publications of the Selden
Society, many examples will be found where the right of the Bishop (whose
authority over the church-building masons might almost be implied) to hold
a Court Leet and View of Frankpledge, was disputed by the Town. A
case of the kind is cited by the Rev. F. Bloomefield, and, although the

Judges of the King's Court decided in favour of the Bishop in 1352, the
qua)rrel was still going on in 1473 (Topographical History of Norfolk, iii.,
513).
But the chief point on which I wish to lay stress, is the extreme impro-
bability (to put it no higher) that the masons, at any time, could have hag,
so to speak, a parliament of their own.  There is nothing whatever to point
in that direction outside of the Manuscript Constitutions, and, in order
that we may obtain a glimpse of what would pass through the mind of any
critical historian of the modern school, if he were asked to believe in the
existence of such a phenomenon, I shall adduce the following :

“The critic is one who, when he lights on an interesting statement;
begins by suspecting it. He remains in suspense until he has subjected his
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authority to three operations.  First, he asks whether he has read the pas-

. sage as the author wrote it. Ior the transcriber, and the editor, and the
official or officious censor on the top of the editor, have played strange tricks,
and have much to answer for.  And if they are not to blame, it may turn
out that the author wrote his book twice over, that you can discover the first
jet, the progressive variations, things added, and things struck out. Next
is the question where the writer got his informatiou. If from a previous
writer, it can be ascertained, and the inquiry has to be repeated. "If from
unpublished papers, they must be traced, and <when the fountain head is
reached, or the track disappears, the question of wveracity avises. The
vesponsible writer's character, his position, antecedents, and probable
motives have to be examined into, and this is what, in a different and
adapted sense of the word, may be called the ‘higher criticism,” in com-
parison with the servile and often mechanical work of pursuing statements

- to thejr root: For a historian has to be treated as a witness, and not believed
unless his sincerity is established.,” (Lord Acton, Lecture on the Study of
History, 40-42).

Now the “question of veracity,” will of necessity arise, in connection
with the authorship or transcription of the Cooke MS., but beyond the fact
that this manuscript * History” was the production of some unknown
fabulist, there is nothing to disclose.

To use the words of a great philosopher, If we read a book which
contains incredible or impossible narratives, or is written in a very obscure
style, and if we know nothing of its author, nov of the time ov occasion of
1ts being written, we shall vainly endeavour to gain any certain knowledge
of its true meaning’' (Spinoza, Works—Bohn's Philos, Lib.—i., 111.)

I must not forget to state, however, that the legendary narrative and the
code of regulations in the Cooke and other MSS. are supposed to stand on
very distinct footings, the former being regarded as delusive fable, and the
latter as accredited history. 1 do not profess to see this point in the same
strength as some see it, or I might even say thatin my judgment the founda-
tions of the ' code,” as well as those of the ‘‘ narrative,” have been built
on legendary quicksands (A.0.C. v. 21q, vi. 184), but since our Bro. Speth
has laid great stress upon it in his remarks on’ the ' Assembly” (/bid vi.,
189), it is right that I should set it before the readers of this article.

A rule, however, which it would seem in every respect most desirable to
follow, has been strictly laid down by one of the most eminent of all the
students who are to-day investigating the history and sources of early
Christian literature : * None but firmly established historical facts or doings
can be allowed as evidence of the existence of any legal ordinance they may

“imply.” (Prof. A, Kuenen, An Historico-Critical Inquiry into the Origin
and Composition of the Hexateuch, tr. by P, H. Wickstead, 179).

I shall now ask all who have favoured me with their attention so far, to
cast a backward glance at the contention which has been presented to them
in the language o%Albert Pike,—after which I shall enquire of them, whether
there is any proof that the English working masons of the fourteenth cen-
tury recognised one another by means of signs and tokens, or, in other
words, if there is any more positive evidence to support such a conclusion,
than has been advanced in favour of the theory that the symbolism of
Masonry was brought into it by the Rosicrucians?

If, indeed, the /itcrati of the Crait differ very essentially, as they un-
questionably do, about the details of Modern, how can they be expected to

" agree with respect to those of Ancient Masonry? Also, if they differ about
facts, is it conceivable that they can arrive at any definite agreement in
regard to conjectures? Then, again, is it within the limits of possibility to

" discriminate between what is legitimate conjecture, and whatisnot? To a

“great many persons, apart from any predilection they may entertain for one
theory of Masonic descent over another, the story of Christian Rosenenkreutz

"as related in the Fama Frafernitatis, will seem far less violently improbable
than the Legend of the Craft (with the © Charges " thrown in), as recounted
in the various copies of the * Constitutions.”

Still, as it has been finely observed: *“The rise of new difficulties
is_as essential to the progress of truth as the removal of old puzzles.”
(T. K. Cheyne, Founders of Old Testament Criticism, 127.) The Tentative
Enguiry, which has been launched with such remarkable force by our
Bro, Speth, seems to me to have come to stay. But the last word has not
been spoken on the subject, and no one probably feels a stronger conviction
t:an g}\e writer of that paper, that he has lifted only a little corner of
the veil.

. Albert Pike tells us—* No man can find any evidence that, before 1723,
the Ancient Craft Masonry had any symbols at all. At the beginning of
its rebuilding in England, its whole foundation was a rubble-work of fictions
as absurd as the story of Jack the Giant Killer. Most of this has been got
out and cast away ; but some remains in its place yet, and is very dear to
those whose faith is large enough to remove mountains, There is a leaning
‘now, likely to become stronger, to replace the old rubble-work of fiction and
fable, by building presumptions on suppositions, and from the presumptions
inferring facts "’ (Official Bulletin, Sup. Counc. S.%., X. App. 14).

. Now I have endeavoured to show cause why it is permissible to d.ffer
from Bro. Speth with respect to many of his *suppositions,” but there is a
* presumption,” and, indeed, the most material of the whole numb:r, that ]
think he has clearly proved to be one of the several possible explanations of”
the problem which he set himself to attack.

. That the ‘' Free”” Masons were free from and not of, something with
regard to which the converse holds good ‘in the cas» ¢f other Misons, is a
theory which I hope may be still further developed by its author who, |
trust, will regard it as a greater compliment to be asked to continue the
interesting study upon which he has so far advanced, than to rest from his
labours, under the highly mistaken idea that the effect of the verdict of the
. anlish Dictionary "’ has been to transmute an ingenious hypothesis in to
a fact.

Since the above was in type, I have become aware that in the observations
with which Dr. Chetwode Crawley accompanied his excerpt from the Oxford
Lnglish Dictionary, he studiously confined himsell to its philological
(without, as erroneously printed in his letter of August 13'h, concerning
himself in any way about its pliilosopliical) bearing, 1 have reason to
believe that he has personal knowledge of the nature and extent of the
learned Editors’ philological researches on the points reviewed in this article.
Therefore, when writing of their * exhaustive survey of the whole ground,”
the context of his letter shows that he refers only fo the philslogical aspect,
and that he does not claim for them any further survey. What [ trust to
have already shown, however, in the course of the remarks is, that a survey
thus limited cannot properly be called ** exhaustive,” and that any conclusion
deducted from it cannot be * authoritative,"” '

But after all, how shifting and uncertain is t}le result_ of modern resef'irch—
 We see through a glass darkly, The past is an enigma. The voices of
the dead are faint and distant. History will not become a branch of
positive science till the secrets of all hearts are loosed, till at eventime it is
light.” (John Skelton, Nugae Criticae, 145). ) .

To those of my fellow-students, therefore, who are mteres:ted in the
problem of * Free” and “ Freemason,” let me conclude by saying —in the
words of the Genius to the Hermit of Bassora—* If you wish for the
solution, be patient, and wait."”

Craft gb_gsonw.

Lodge of Perseverance, No. 1743.

Saturday last saw the opening of the new installation season, two lodges of the
London District, then furnishing two new Worshipful Masters. These two lodges were
the lodge of Perseverance, No. 1743, which met at Anderton’s, and the Duke of Corn-
wall Lodge, No. 1839, at Freemasons’ Hall.  The former lodge was presided over by
Bro. Harry Watts, who took the chair for the last time for the year. There wasa
capital attendance of members of the lodge as well as of visitors, as will be seen by the
following list, which includes the names of Bros. Henry G. Park, S.W.; . B.
Cossham, J.W.; T. Lovell, P.M,, Treas.; G. ]. Tollett, Sec.; R. Perry, S.D.;
John Handley, J.D.; J. Henry Bridgman, 1.G.; W. Farrant, A.0.C.; J. Dormer,
P.M., Stwd.; ~ Frederick Kearney, P.M.; H. C. Lonsdale, P.M.; ~W. J. Wall,
P.M.; Louis Leins, P.M.; Bernard Ferry, Joseph Houten, J. Millman, W. Scarle,
F. Hannam, H.Camp, G. Millard, D. Rogers, H. Taylor, J. W. Terty, G. W. C,
White, James Phillips, F. R. Frost, H. Hawkins, A. R. Batton, Thomas Tyrell, R. F.
Sharp, Walter Thompson, and J. Bogler.  Visitors : Bros. Edward Triggs, P.M. 749
and 2291 ;  Walter Bray, 431 U.5.A.;  Josecph Walton, 13605  William Thomas
Winsor, P.M. 1950 and 1559; H, McClintock Harris, 1997;  Eli Bull, LG. 1549 2nd
2218; ]. R, Johnson, P.M. and Sec. 2005, P.P.S.G.D. Essex; C. J. Thomas, 1185;
George Browne, 700; H. Massey, P.M. 619 and 1928; R. Ede, 1474; W. Pallant,

“S5.D. 1421; George Verlyck, r421; W. ]. London, 15580; and F, Stutheld, P.M. 144.

Mr. R.bert Frank Sharp was initiated by Bro. Kearney, P.M., after which cere-
mony Bro. Henty C. Lonsdale, P.M., in splendid style, installed Bro. Henry George
Park, S.W. and W.M., elect, as Master of the lodge for the year ensuing. ~ Bro. H.
Watts was invested with the collar of 1.P.M. The other collars of office were disposed
as follows: Bros. W. B. Cossham, S.W.; Richard Perry, |.W.; T. Lovell, P.M,,
Treas.; G. ]. Tollett, Sec.; John Handley, S.D.; J. H. T. Bridgman, ].D.; Jas.
Flexman, I.G.;* W. Farrant, D.C.; [. Cunnington, A.D.C.; ].T. Dormer, P.M.
1571, and J. E. Millman, Stewards; and W. Lane, Tyler. i

At the banquet which succeeded the working of the lodge, a long list of toasts were
disposed of, the music between the speeches being rendered by Miss Ruby Lyons, Bro.
J. E. Lyons, Bro. George Browne, Mr. A. A, Moncrieff, and Bro. W. Graves. Bro.
W. Stevens accompanied on the pianoforte, and Bro. W. Farrant, D.C., acted admir-
ably as introducer of the artists, . .

Bro. Harry Watts, I,P.M,, in proposing the toast of ¢ The W.M.,” wished the
duty had fallen to better hands than his, because the W.M. deserved everything which
could be said in his praise that the most practised elocutionist could give utterance to.
He had known Bro. Park a. good many years, and had found him a true and honest
friend ; they bad entered the lodge together side by side ; they were initiated together ;
and their father in Masonry—Bro. Louis Leins—was present now. It was very grati-
fying to Bro. Park and himself to know that Bro. Leins was there ; it gave them an
amount of courage and confidence to know that he was there. But Bro. Park and he
(Bro. Watts) had come up the ladder step by step; Bro. Park had done his work well;
he was a good Master; he knew he could d>the work and would do the work. It was
very presumptuous for him (Bro. Watts) to say Bro. Park could do the work, because
Bro. Park might say, ¢ You cannot do the work yourself.”’ He knew Bro, Park could
do it; he hoped he would have a very prosperous year. Whatever Bro. Park put his
hand to he would do to the satisfaction of the lodge and of himself, . .

Bro. H. G. Park, W.M,, in reply, said Bro. Watts had mentiined many kind thinzs
about him, half of which he did not deserve he was quite sure. But Bro. Watts had
been very, very, kind to him, and he appreciated that kindnessimmensely. Ths brethren
had placed him in the high position he had looked forward to with very great pleasure
indeed ; it was the height of his ambition to get into the Master‘§ .ch;ur; h2 thought it
was nothing but right that all brethren should have the same ambition. As the brethren
had seen fit to place him there it would be his earnest endeavour to do his very best.
He should try to do his duty without fear, favour, or affection, and to the utmost; he
only hoped they would give him plenty of work. With the assistance of T.G.A.O.T.U.
he would do his best ; they must all admit that without His_help none of them could do
anything.  He would endeavour to do the work to_the satisfaction of all the brethren.
He was exceedingly grateful to P.M., Watts for his very very great kindness.  Bro.
Watts had known him, it was true, longer than any brother in the lodge except one.
They had all enjoyed each other’s friendship, and he trusted they would for many years
to come. '

Bro. H. G. Park, \V.M., then proposed * The Installing Master.”” In Bro. Past
Master Lensdale they had an exceptionally good Master, who had installed him that night
with great credit to himself and'satisfaction to the brethren generally. He would have
been delighted if Bro. Watts had performed the ceremony, but knowing the amount of
trouble he had gone through lately he could hardly expect that pleasurs. Bat the
brethren would agree he had found a good substitute in Bro. Lonsdale.  H= was very
grateful to Bro. Lonsdale, P.M., for the way he had installed him, It was very impres-
sive. He thought when he was initiated he was impressed, but he was far more
impressed with the installation. . .

Bro, H. C, Lonsdale, P.M., in acknowledging the toast, s1id he could assure Bro.
Park that if it had given him pleasure to be installed by his humble servant, it had given
him pleasure to doit, and he could only say after hearing so much of him (Bro. Lans-
dale) that night, that at any time he might be called upon to assist the W, M. he should
be only too pleased. .

Bro. H. G. Park, W.M., next proposed ‘‘ The L.P.M.” They all knew Bro.
Watts’s good qualities ; they knew how he had edurated the lodge during his Master-
ship ; that he had done his duty to the best of his ability, and z=2alously, faithfully, and
impartially ; he was a good friend, a good brother, and a good Mason.  He had had the
honour of Bro. Watts's friendship 16 or 17 years, and he had always found him evey-
thing that one could wish. He was quiet, unassuming, sympathising ; ever ready to
enter into your joys or your sorrows, and_to lend a hand in time of trouble. He could
enlarge upen Bro, Watts’s virtues, but being present, he would refrain from saying more
in that respect, for he knew it was distasteful to him. The brethren knew how he
had conducted his business during the past year, and in_appreciation of his work they
had voted him a splendid Past Master’s jewel. He now pinned it on Bra. Watts’s breas
hoping he might live many, many years to adorn the Perseverance Lodge. -

Bro, Harry Watts, I.P.}M., in reply, s2id the W.M. had spoken of him in very h:g‘l
terms; if he only deserved half of them he might feel himself much honoured.
But he did feel very great honour to have the jewel ; he could not say he deserved it for
the work he had done in the lodge ; perhaps he had done some good outside. Howevers
he had endeavoured to relieve the poor and to do what the brethren had asked him
to do, although he had not been able to do the work of the lodge as he thought when the&'
did him the honour to elect him he should have been able to do, 1f he‘had warkl"—’
harder he might have done better; but he had had a great deal of trouble, a’great deab(le
illness amcng his close relations, his dear wife's sister and her father. Such twune
had had something to do with his not having paid enough attention to the ritual. oy
thanked the brethren one and all very much for their great kindaess; Bro. Kea‘i}“w’
had come to his assistance and rescus some months ago at a minute's notice; ul.
Lonsdale he had to thank personally for his great kindness, for a great deal—he %oan
not tell him all that night, and every oficer and mamber of thz lofzs h: had to ¢ to
very heactily for their kindness during his year of office. Lf he could do anything
promote the welfare of the lodge he should do it. . Gharp

Bro. H, G. Park, W.M,, in proposing ‘ The Initiate,”’ said he wassure Bro. polg
would be a credit to the lodge and to the Craft in general. He sincerely hope Past
Sharp -was impressed with the way in which ths ceremdny was conducted by *#°
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‘Master Kearney. One thing he regretted Bro. Kearney omitted, the Ancient Charge ;
it should be given to every candidate. No doubt it was omitted owing to the shortness of
time. He thought it essential that 2 Master should give the Ancient Charge to every
Initiate ;_he sincerely trusted he should be able to give it ; it would be his endeavour to
doso. Bro. Sharp, being introduced by the ]J.W., who would not bring forward anyone
they would not be gled to accept as a brother, he hoped would to the best of his
ability try to remember what he had heard that evening and profit by it. ~Might
temperance chasten him, fortitude support him, and justice be the guide ot all his
jons ! .o

act Bro. Sharp said he was very much struck that night by the beautiful ceremony he had
gone through ; it had made a_great impression upon him. So also had the last cere-
mony, the joining hand in hand; it tended to shake the liver up. ~(Laughter.) He
thanked Bro. Perry for proposing him, and the lodge for accepting him. He trusted to
bea good Mason and to get to the chair next to which he was that night, -

Bros. Johnson, Walter Bray (New York), and Verlyk, responded to the toast of
«The Visitors’’ ; Bros. Kearney, P.M., Lovell, P.M., and Tollett, to that of * The
Past Masters, the Treasurer, and the Secretary’; the Wardens and other oﬁicel;s
replied to the toast of *The Officers” ; and the proceedings closed with the Tyler's

toast.

Graystone Lodge, No. 1915,

The installation festival was held at the Foresters' Hall, Whitstable, on Thursday,
the Sth instant, when_there were present Bros. J. W. Elvin, W.M. ; R. T. Wheeler,
I.P.M.; M. Kemp, SSW.; C.E, Monkley, J.W.; Sibert Saunders, P.M., P.P.G.
Reg., Sec.; J. T. Reeves, P.M., P.P.A.G.D.C., D.C.; H.Hemsley, .G.; A.].
Weatherley, Tyler; T.W. Porter, P.M., P.P.A.G.D.C.; F. T. Browning, P.M.;
E. G. Walthew, P.M,, Prov. A.G.D.C.; W. B. London, P.M.; S. Brown, P.M.;
W. H. Brand, P.M. 1524 ; [ 3
ford, B. Lightfoot, E. Griffiths, A, C. Child, and J. R. Daniels.  Visitors: Bros. ].
Bryburst, P.M. 127, Prov. J.G.W.; W. F. Franklin, W.M. 127; F,"Pauley, P.M.
127, P.P.G.S. of W.; W. Bennett, 127; j. Moore, P.M. 127; P. E. Igguilden,
W.M. 2c99; J.S. White, P.M. 2099, Prov. G.P.; C. Woodgar, W.M. 1967; M.
Laxon, W.M. 133; J]. A. Darney, 133; J. Nebel, W.M. 1209; T.S. Chaney, 1209 ;
W. Cowell, W.M. 429; F. W, Drury, W.M. 1449; H. Andrews, P.M. 1449; T.H,
Butcher, W.M. 184; T.T. May, W.M. 2448; G. S. Graham, W.M. 1777 P.P.G.O.
Middlesex and Surrey; 1. Rennie, W.M. g7z; C. Richardson, P.M., Sec. g72; O.
F. Peall, P.M. 12; F. M. Browning, 1360; F. J. Hunt, 194; W. ]J. Gordon, 288,
US.A.; ]. H. Fielding, 167; and R. Downer, 972. . .

The past year, under the presidency of Bro. J. W, Elvin, will be a memorable one
in the annals of the Graystone Lodge, not only for the skill displayed by the W.M. in
carrying on the work of the lodge and performing the ceremonies, but also for the
splendid position taken by the lodge in the lists sent up tc the Centenary Festival of the
Boys’ School when Bro. Elvin, as Lodge Steward, took up £413, which sum included a
large personal donation from himself. He has always given liberal support to the
Masonic Institutions, being Patron of the Boys' School ‘and alco of the Royal Masonic
Benevolent Institution, and Vice-Patron of the Girls’ School. We believe he has
served as many as 14 Stewardships.  Bro. Elvin is a well-known London Mason having
been, by dispensation, installed W.M. of Lodge 2395, whi'e occupying the chair of the
Graystone Ledge.  He is also S.W. of the Anglo-American Lodge, and a2 Past Master
of La Tolerance, 533. He was for some years Preceptor of the lodge of instruction
attached to the last-named lodge, and is an honorary member of several lodges of
instruction where sectional work is largely done. With such a record it is no wonder
that the members of the Graystone Lodge feel proud of the late Master,

The lodge having been duly opened, the minutes read and confirmed, and other
preliminaries observed, the W.\L elect, Bro. M. Kemp, S.W., wasinstalled in the chair,
the ceremony being most ably performed by the retiring Master. The following
officers were appointed : Bros. C. E. Monkley, S.W.; Bruce Lightfoot, J.W.; Sibert
¢ Saunders, P.M., Sec,; A. Anderson, Treas.; A. A. Kemp, 5.D.; H. Hemsley,
W { 3 J. T. Reeves, P.M., D.C.; H.E. Limmer, 1.G.; H, K. Daniels and W. H,
_ Wakeford, Stwds.; and A. |. Weatherley, Tyler. Bro. E. G. Walthew, P.M., P.A.
¢ G.D.C., was elected Charity Delegate and Lodge Almoner.

After the closing of the lodge the brethren adjourned to the Bear and Key Hotel,
where they enjoyed a banquet excellently served by Bro. T. H. Fielding, and a very
agreeable evening was spent.

Kingswood Lodge, No. 2278.

The regular meeting of this lodge was held at Broxbourne, on Saturday, the 1oth
¥ inst,, and was attended by Bros. A. Ingram, W.M.; C.C. Renaud, S.W.; E.N.
F Beningfield, J.W.; ]. F. Beel, P.M., P.P.G.S.8., Sec.; C. Nicole, as S.D.; F. H.
Johnson, as J.D.; A. A.Kelly, Org. ; F. Williams, Tyler; J. G, Cobb, P.M., P.P,
G, Std. Br.; C. M. Coxon, P.M., P.P.G.D.; Nicole, P.M., P.A,G.P.; R.
‘on der Sahl, S, Butler, J. E. Little, G. H. Redding, A. C. Little, A. R. Palmer-Paimer,
. Perceval, H. A. House, O. P. House, and H. H. Broughton. Visitors: Bros. S.
Napper, P.M. 1471; C. Hooper, P.M 1613; and Jackson,

‘The business to be transacted after the confirmation of the minutes, was to pass Bro.
J. Perceval and to ballot for Messrs. Oswald Percy House and Heary Acchibald House,
who, having been elected, were duly initiated. Another, candidate for initiation was
propesed and seconded, and the lodge was closed. .

The brethren afterwards dined together, and a very pleasant evaning was spent,
 thanks to the vocal efforts of Bros. Nicole, Perceval, Redding, Johnson, and Little,
- Bros, Nicole and Kelly accompanying them on the pianoforte.

Fustruction.

PROSPERITY LODGE, No, 65.

A meeting was held on Wednesday, the 14th inst., at the Weaver’s Arms, 17, London
Wall, K.C,  Present: Bros. T. Stokes, W.M. ; Gernon, S.W.; Spencer, }.W. ;
D, Harlow, P,M. 05, Preceptor; \William Baker, Treas.; T. Meadows, Sec.;
John G. Ribeson, S.D.; E. Croft Wise, J.D.; Rix, .G.; and Farr.

e lodge was opened in due form, and the minutes of the last meeting read and
tonfirmed, The W.M. rehearsed the ceremony of initiation, Bro. Baker acting as caadi-
e, Bro Farr then answered the usual questions leading to the Second Degree, and
was cntrusted,  Bro. Stokes opened the lodge in the Second Degree, and passed Bro.
Arr to the Degree of F.C. ‘The W.M. resumed the lodge in the First Degree, and
",a‘n'»’.' the usual times, Bro. Gernon was elected to occupy the chair on the 25th, next
inesday being officers night of the Mother Lodge.” On the second rising Bro,

F. A Johnson, H. L. Daly, H. K. Daniels, W. H. Wake- °

Harlow, P.M., proposed a hearty vote of thanks to the W.M. for the able and efficient
manner in which he had worked the ceremonies and that the same be recorded on the
minutes ; the same was unanimously carried and certainly was thoroughly deserved, as
we have never seen the work done better even by brethren with far longer experience in
the Craft, and the usual qualification of ¢ for the first time,”” implying that great things
were not expected, were not required on this occasion, although as a matter of fact it
was Bro. Stokes’s first occupancy of the chair as W.M. The lodge was then closed.

LA TOLERANCE LODGE, No. 538.
A meeting was held on Wednesday, the 14th inst., at the Frascati Restaurant,
Oxtord-street, W., when there were present Bros. C. Ornstein, W.M. ; S. Woolfers,
W.; F.Zeppenfeld, J.W.; L. S. Genese, P.M., Treas.; Howard E. Mullias,
Sec.; N. Dukas, S.D.; R. Hatfield, ].D.; C. Glaser, 1.G.; W.Proctor, Tyler;
T. W, Smale, P.M.; T. L. Bowden, W. Fisher, H. Raphael, and W. Hayward.

The lodge was opened in due form and the minutes of last meeting'
read and confirmed. The ceremony of initiation was rehearsed, Bro. Raphael being
the candidate. The lodge was opened in the Second Degree. Bro. Fisher
being 2 candidate for raising, was duly examined and entrusted. The lodge was
opened in the Third Degree. The ceremony of raising was rehearsed, Bro. Fisher
being the candidate. The lodge was resumed to the First Degree. The following .
brethren were unanimously elected joining members : Bros. W. Hayward, Victoria Park
Lodge, No. 1816, and J. D. Hood, W.M. Sampson Lodge, No. 1663. The W.M. rose
for the second time, when Bro. Woolfers was unanimously elected W.M. for the
ensuing week. The lodge was closed.

STAR CHAPTER, No. 1275.

A meeting was held at the Stirling Castle Hotel, Church-street, Camberwell, S.E.,
on Friday, the gth inst. Present: Comps. C. Plant, M.E.Z.; J. H. Cureton, H.;
Hy. Turner, J.; Thos. Grummant, P.Z., Preceptor; C. H. Stone, P.Z., S.E.; H.
Hardman, S.N.; Stanley, P.S. ; Wm. Eckersall, P.Z.; and Cass.

The minutes of the previous convocation were read and confirmed. The cere-
mony of exaltation was rehearsed, Comp. Stone personating the candidate. Comp.
J. H. Cureton, P.Z., was elected M.E.Z. for to-day (Friday.) A hearty vote of -
thanks was accorded to Comps Turner, J., and Stanley, P.S., for ably rehearsing their.
respective duties for the first time. The M.E.Z. rose the usual number of times and the
chapter was closed.

BLACKHEATH LODGE, No. 1320. :

The weekly meeting of the above lodge was held at the Stirling Castle Hotel,
Church-street, Camberwell, on Monday, the 1zth inst., when there were present Bros.
W. Jeffery, W.M.; Robiason, S.W.; Potter, J.W.; Elgar, P.M., Deputy Pre-
ceptor; T. R. Cass, P.M,, Treas.; C. H. Stone, P.M., Sec.; T. J. Smith, S.D.;
Sobel, J.D.; Brambleby, I.G.; Hill, P.M., Tyler; Crisp, Bailey, Audy, Newstead,
and Snelling, P.M. .

The lodge was opened in due form, and the minutes of the last meeting read
and confirmed. The ceremony of passing was rehearsed, Bro. Newstead being the
candidate. Bro. W, Jeffery vacated the chair in favour of Bro. Snelling, P.M., who
rehearsed the ceremony, of initiation, Bro. Audy being the candidate. Bro. W.
Jeffery resumed the chair and invested his officers. ~ Bro. Robinson, S.W., was elected
W.M. for the next meeting. A vote of thanks was heartily accorded to Bro. Snelling, -
P.M., for so ably rehearsing the initiation ceremony for the first time in this lodge of
instruction. Bro. Snelling suitably replied. The lodge was then closed.

ISLINGTON LODGE, No. 1471.

The usual weekly meeting was held on Tuesday, the 13th inst., at the Cock
Tavern, Highbury, when there were present Bros. J. W. Clarke, P.M., Asst. Preceptor,
W.M.; E. ]. Harrison, SW.; C. T. Rayner, .W.; A. F. Hardyment, Acting
Preceptor; C. M. Coxon, P.M., P.P.G.D. Herts, and J. Duncan, P.M., Secs.;
C. Ornstein, S.D.; S. Cload, J.D.; C. C. Renaud, I.G.; A. L. Langton, W. F.
Roberts, W. T. Roberts, G. T. Atkinson, J. Birks, F. H. Johnson, E. C. Kilsby,
P.M.; A. E. Hubsch, and R. P. Upton. :

The lodge was opened, and the minutes read and confirmed, The ceremony of
passing was rehearsed, Bro, W. F. Roberts, being the candidate. The ceremony of
tnitiation was then rehearsed, Bro. Hardyment as W.M. elect. The investiture of
officers was also rehearsed and the addresses given. Bro. Harrison was elected W.M,
for the ensuing week. The lodge was then closed. :

®bi_t3_s_tw.

BRO. JOHN ASHLEY RANDELL, P.M. 663.

We regret to announce the death of Bro. John Ashley Randell, P.M. of the
Wiltshire Lodge of Fidelity, No. 663, which took place on the 8th instant at
Devizes, at the age of 75.  Bro. Randell was a P.P.G. Supt. of Works in the
Province of Wilts, and had held the office of Director of Ceremonies in Lodge
No. 663 for some years. In Arch Masonry he was Prov. G.H. in the Provincial
Grand Chapter of Wilts, and a P.Z. in the Chapter of Harmony, No. 663. He
was a Life Govenor of the Royal Masonic Benevolent Institution. In Mark
Masonry he was P.5.G. Warden in the Provincial Grand Lodge of Wilts, and
P.M. of the Wiltshire I{eystone Mark Lodge, No. 178. He was also a P.W.C.N. .
of the Anchor Lodge of Royal Ark Mariners, No. 178, Bro. Randell was an
Alderman of the Borough, and served the office ¢f Mayor in 1891.  He was con. -
nected with the Volunteers for many years, retiring with the rank of Major in
18go in consequence of having reached the age limit, II: was a J.P.anda
member of the Board of Guardians, and for many years joint Secretary of the
Cottage Hospital and the Soup Charity, Our lamented brother was connected
with many other,public bodies and institutions iu the town and neighbourhood, °
and his loss will be severely felt not only by his Masonic friends but by everyone
with whom he came in contact.  Much sympathy is felt for his widow and family
in their bereavement. The funeral took place at the Devizss Cemetery on the
12th instant and was attended by a large number of Masons, the Mayor and .
Corporation, representatives of the different bodies (military and otherwise), with
which the late Bro. Randell was connected, and numbers of private friends,
Several handsome wreaths were sent including one from the Wiltshire Lodge of
Fidelity, No. 663.
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Masonic and General Tidings.

Bro. THE E4RrL anD CoUNTESS oF HALSBURY arrived at Tralee on Tuesday
evening. .

Bro. THE EARL AND CoUNTESS oF ONsSLOW have left Chandon Park for Scot-
land, and will be absent till the beginning of October.

Lewisuam LobGe, No. 2579.—We hear that Bro. Edward Hall, a founder of this
lodge, and Secretary since its foundation, has, with several others, severed his connection
therewith. :

THE MARQUIS OF DuFrFERIN and the Sirdar of Egypt, Bro. Maj.-Gen. Sir
Herbert Kitchener, are to receive the freedom of the City of Edinburgh in recognitio

of their services to the Empire. :

H.RoH. THE PRINCE OF WALES attended_service in the Queen’s private chapel at
Oshorne on Sunday last. By means of a surgical appliance his Royal Highness was
able to walk slowly to his seat.

TUESDAY was the 16th anniversary of the Battle of Tel-el-Kebir, fought on Sep-
tember 13th, 1852, and in honour of the event the Guards and other regiments which
took part in the action again decorated their colours.

CoL. Hay, the American Ambassador, called at the Foreign Office on Tuesday
afternoon and left his letters of recall. On Wednesday Mr. White, the First Secretary,
commenced to act as the American Chargé d’Affaires.

Bro. THE HoN. ScHoMBERG K. McDoNNELY, the Prime Minister’s Private Sec-
retary, has gone to Scotland, and his place at the Foreign Office is taken temporarily
by the Hon. Sidney Greville, who has returned to town after a holiday in Austria.

THE QUKEN has forwarded to the Vicar of Bagshot, the Rev. Pendarves Lory,"a

cheque for £25 towards a new organ for the parish church. Her Majesty has in past

ears contributed liberally to the building of the new church, the vicarage, and to the
1gunda\y School.

PRrINCESS CHRISTIAN OF SCHLESWIG-HOLSTEIN and her daughter, Princess
Victoria, have concluded their visit to the Hon. Percy Wyndham at Clouds, Salishury,
and arrived on Tuesday afternoon at Arlington Manor, Newbury, the residence of Sir
Francis and Lady Jeune.

THE QUEEN has consented to become President of the Royal Counties Agricultural
Society Show, which is to be held in the vicinity of Windsor Castle next summer.
Prince Christian, Ranger of the Great Park, will, it is said, undertake the duties apper-
taining to the office.

Tue Lorp Mavor (Bro. Alderman Davies, M.P.) and Bro. Sir John Monckton
have returned to London, after an agreeable cruise in the Mediterranean. ~ The Lady
Mayoress has greatly benefited by her stay at Tenby, and returned to the Mansion
House on Tuesday, with the members of her famiiy.

TugsDAY’S Gaseffe contains the orders for the Court’s going into mourning on
Wednesday for her late Imperial Majesty the Empress of Austna, Queen of Hungary,
to change the mourning on Wednesday, the 2Sth instant; and, finally, the Court to go
out of mourning on Wednesday, 12th October.

MR. Epwix MILLER, the Queen’s State coachman at Buckingham Palace, is about
to retire from his post on superannuation allowance, after having been in the service of
the Crown upwards of 4o years. It has fallen to his lot to drive every monarch and
other notable personage who has visited the Queen in London for several years past.

“Tur Duke anp Ducness of York and Prince Edward of York are expected to
arrive at York House, St. James’s Palace, to-morrow (Saturday), on their return from
Copenhagen, and after probably a very short stay in London will proceed to
Balmoral, Prince Nicholas of Greece and Princess Marie of Greece reached London on
Tuesday on the conclusion of a visit to H.R.H. the Prince of Wales at Osborne, and left
the same night for the Danish capital.

AcCIDENT TO THE EMPRESS FREDERICK,—A Berlin local paper hears from Bad
Homburg that the Empress Frederick fell from her horse on the morning of the sth inst.,
and sustained slight injuries,  Her Majesty was taken to her Chateau of Friedrichshof
in one of the carriages belonging to the Kronthal Springs. These springs, which pro-
duce the Kronthal Natural Mineral Waters, blue, red, and green labels—now being
advertised and pushed throughout Great Britain and the Colonies by the well-known
firm of Schweppes, Limited, are the property of an English syndicate (the Kronthal
Company,! Limited. London), and are situated withina mile of the Castle Friedrichshof,
the residence of H.I.M. the Empress, and a few miles from Homburg, amid some of the
finest scenery in the Taunus Mountains.

As THE 4ist anniversary of the relief of Lucknow falls this year on a Sunday
(25th inst.), it has been decided to commemorate the famous event by a special secvice
at Westminster Abbey. Itis not the first time that the survivors both of the hard-

ressed garrison itselt and of Havelock's and Outram’s rescuing force have met for

ivine worship, for the 35th anniversary in 1S9z was also on a Sunday, and in that year
nearly 50 officers and a large muster of veterans of the rank and file assembled at St.
Paul’s Cathedral, when Canon Eyton preachsd a most eloquent sermon. The arrange-
ments for the coming service, which will take place at 3 o’clock in the afternoon, are
being made by General Sir William Olpherts, V.C. (the United Service Club, Pall Mall),
who will be glad to hear from any survivors, whether civil or military, who were in the
beleagured city and desirous ot being present, as it is hoped to bring together as large a
number as possible.

Moxpay Ni6HT's Marlborough House circular contained the following : ¢ Osborne,
September 12th, 1893, Eight weeks have now elapsed since the accident to his Royal
Highness the Prince of Wales. Since the last bulletin was issued three weeks ago most
satisfactory progress has taken place. The apparatus which it will be necessary for his
Royal Highness to wear during the daytime for many weeks has been fitted, and has
already cnabled the Prince to walk with ease on level ground with the assistance of a
single stick, The massage and passive movement are continued, and a considerable
degree of mobility has been obtained in the knee-joint. The stay on board ship, practi-
cally in the open air, has proved of supreme importance to the general health, and the
last few days at Osborne House have also been beneficial, as it has enabled his Royal
Highness to enjoy the advantage of a greater amount of exercise, both indoors and in his
carriage. It is the intention of his Royal Highness to proceed to Scotland this week,

and every precaution has been taken to ensure a safe transport.—William MacCormac, °

Alfred D. Fripp.”’ Since then the Prince has left Osborne, travelling by special train
from Gosport to Balmoral.
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)N & FILS
CHAMPAGNE.

BRANDS— ,
SPECIAL CUVEE, Dry *“MARQUETTERIE.”

Do. Do. BRUT NATUREL.
Lonouse 69 & 70, Mark Lane, E.C.

)

THE FIRST MATINER of ¢ Teresa,” with Miss Viélet Vanbrugh, Mr. Arthur
%ourch’ieir, lzznd full cast, will take place at the Garrick Theatre to-day (Saturday), at
three o’clock.

His IMPERIAL MAJESTY THE GERMAN EMPEROR has graciously signified his
intention to offer for the yacht race from Dover to Heligoland next year a gold cup,
with an enamelled portrait of her Majesty the Queen, as a prize, in commemoration of
her Majesty’s Soth birthday.

Ox WEDNESDAY the foundation stone was laid of the new church at Shotton,
within the boundaries of Hawarden parish. The church is practically a Gladstone
Memorial Church, and it will be remembered that the deceased statesman contributed
£ 1000 towards the endowment of the living.

Bro. J. RENWICK SEAGER met with an accidenton Saturday last, when he slipped
down some steps at his house.  Fortunately, no bones were broken, but Bro. Renwick
Seager suffered a severe shock to the system, from which he has not yet quite recovered,
although able on Wednesday, for the first time sinca the accident, to attend his work.

Bro. THE RiGHT HoN. SIrR JoHN R. MownrAy, M.P., Father of the House of
Commons, has returned to England from a cruise in the Mediterranean. Sir John is in
the enjoyment of remarkably good health, considering his advanced age—S3 years.
l]gur:jr!g his absence Lady and Miss Mowbray have remained at Warennes Wood, near

eading.

WE understand that Bro. R. F. Gould's  Military Lodges’’ (crown octavo, hand.
somely bound in cloth), “An Account of Lodges in Regiments and Ships of War,
together with Biographies of distinguished Military and Naval Brethren, and Anecdotes
showing the Influence of Masonry in Warfare, &c., &c.,” isin a very forward state,
and will shortly be issued to subscribers.

Sik_HarRrRY BopkiN Poranp, Q.C., Recorder of Dover, has presented the
Corporation of that city with a handsome jewelled badge of office, to be worn by the
Mayor on official occasions. It is of solid gold, richly jewelled with diamonds and
rubies. The design includes the arms of the Marquis of Salisbury as Lord Warden of
gxe Cc;“?l“e Ports, those of the port of Dover, and of the present Mayor, Sir William

rundall.

IT HAS BERN decided by the Lords of the Committee of Council on Education, at
the suggestion of the Council of the Society of Arts, to hold during the autumn an
exhibition of lithography in the buildings of the South Kensington Museum, on the
west side of Exhibition-road. As lithography was discovered by Senefelder in the year
1798, the present is the centenary year of the invention, and therefore offers a suitable
occasion for such an exhibition, .

TiE BENEVOLENCE AND CHARITY COMMITTEE of the Provincial Grand Lodge
of the Western Division of Lancashire, embracing representatives of all the lodges in
the province, recently met, under the presidency of Bro. Robert Wpylie, P.G.D.,
D. Prov. G.M., and in the course of the proceedings the members voted substantial sums
from the fund for the relief of a deserving widow and a distressed brother. After
careful consideration, it was resolved to appropriate the votes of the province for the
purpose of securing the election of two meritorious candidates next month in connection
with the Royal Masonic Institution for Girls.

Bro. THE DURE oF CONNAUGHT, who is attending the French Army mana:uvres,
met with an accident on Monday, that might have proved very serious. ~ While riding
with M. Faure on the scene of operations, the Duke halted for a moment beside batteries
which just then came into action.  His horse, startled by the simultaneous discharge of
many guns, bounded forward and fell. Presence of mind and good horsemanship,
however, saved the rider from being crushed in the fall. The Duke disengaged his
feet from the stirrups, so that he was enabled to get clear of the horse as it fell. The
Duke happily seems to have been none the worse for his fall as he promptly mounted
another charger and continued to watch the operations as if nothing had happened.

PosTAL DEVELOPMENT IN LONDON.—The Postal Department has decided to
expend the sum of £200,000 on a scheme which makes provision for dealing more effi-
ciently with the ever-increasing postal work in the Metropolis, and provide better
accommodation for the Telegraph and Post Office staffs. Three new buildings will be
erected at once. The east block of the St. Martin-le-Grand buildings will be demolished,
except the exterior walls, and inside a new structure will be erected suited to modern
requirements.  \While the work is in progress a portion of the business will be trans.
ferred to the Mount Pleasant offices, to which a new wing is being added.  These parts
of the scheme will involve an expenditure of £150,000. The Department has purchased
business premises in Angel-street and King Edward-street, which will be demolished, and
a handsome building erected, which will provide dining and cloak-room accommedation
for the staff of 3000 telegraph clerks at St, Martin.le-Grand. The sum of £50,000 will
be spent in the undertaking.  As soon as a suitable site can be obtained it is proposed
to build a large poct and telegraph office in the East Strand, where business has so
rapidly increased in recent years,

SMOKERS SHOULD USE
: CALVERTS
DEN

T0-PHENOLENE.

A DELICIOU ANTIEPTIC LIQUID DENTIFRICE.

A few drops in a wineglass of water makes a delicions wash, for
sweetening the breath and leaving a pleasant taste and refreshing coolness
in the mouth.

LEditor of Health says:—** Most effectun] for strengthening the gums in case of
tendeiness and ridding tho mouth of the aroma of tohacco.”

1s. 6d. and 2s. 64. Bottles, at. Chemists, &c., or Post Free for Value.

INustrated Pamphlet of Calvert’s Carbolic Preparations sent post free on
application.

F. C. CALVERT & CO., Manchester.

JEROME THIBOUVILLE-LAMY & CO.,
/ & 10 Charterhouse St, London, E.C,,

And at Paris, Sydney, and New York.
MANUFACTURERS OF HIGH-CLASS

PIANOFORTES & FRENGH HARMONIUMS

The * Pianista Thibouville " is an ingenious apparatus by menni
of which one can play the Piano without the slightest knowledge ©

music
ORCHESTRIONS ON VIE1V,
ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE POST FREE.




