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HE closing year of the 1gth century will not be the
feast memorable in the annals of British Free-
masonry. A goodly number of lodges, chapters,
and other bodics have been constituted, and not a
few of these have been organised in districts
hitherto unprovided with the requisite facilitics for
the practice of the Craft. Valuable additions have been made
to our literature, through which not only are Masons themselves
enabled to become more familiar than in the past with
the history, organisation, and objects of our Society, but as
these works are accessible to other than Masons, the public
generally is in a better position to inform itself upon these and
other matters of interest. Above all, the Institutions which it
is the pride of Craftsmen to have founded. and to maintain
for providing help for aged and indigent brethren and their
' widows, and cducating their children, have thriven apace, and
S orgl) arc doing still more efficient service. In short, we have done
S // well within the limits of our own organisation, while in the

Jf*‘,/, estimation of the body politic we are more highly and more widely
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N showing, by the increased bitterness of their antagonism, that
they realise we are, in spite of their hatred of us, and the
unscrupulous means they have adopted to injure us, more
influential than cver we have been at any previous period of our
history. Be it our business now, in the course of the summary
that follows, to show how and by what principal events during
the past 12 months this increased prosperity has been hrought
about.
And firstly as regards

CRAIFT MASONRY

we have said that many new lodges have been formed, many of
them in localities hitherto unprovided with f{acilities for the
pursuit of I'reemasonry.  We do not attach undue importance
to the mere maiter of numbers, but the following particulars will
show that in this respect the year 19oo will compare favourably
with many of its predecessors.  In 1894 warrants were granted
lor 40 lodges, of which cight were placed in London, 21 in the
Provinces, and 17 Abroad; in 1893, for 52 lodges consisting of
13 in London, 24 in the Provinces, and 15 Abroad; in 1896, for
44 lodges, namcly, 14 London, 14 Provincial, and 16 Abroad ; in
1897, for 51 lodges, of which 10 are located in London, 22 in




Dee. 19,1900.

the Provinces, and 19 Abroad; in 189S, for 50 lodges, namely,
18 in London, 23 in the Provinces, and nine Abroad; while last
year, the n zmber warranted was 58, London being strengthened
by 20, the Provinces by 19, and Districts and Stations Abroad
by 19 lodges. During the 12 months ending the 3oth November
there was a considerable decrease in the number, from 58 to 44,
the last lodge contained in the Calendar for 19oo being the
Assheton-Egerton, No. 2793, while the latest on the paper of
Agenda for the 5th instant is the Sir Walter Raleigh Lodge, No.
2837, Liverpool. Of these 44 lodges, 10 have their quarters
in London, 17in the Provinces, and 17 in Colonies or at Stations
Abroad. This places the total nuimber of lodges on the roll at
2374, of which 497 meet in the London district, 1373 in the
Provinces, and 504 Abroad, but at no very distant date this last
figure will be substantially reduced, when the lodges, which
early in the year placed themselves under the banner of the
Grand Lodge of West Australia are removed from the roll. - As,
however, we have accorded recognition to this newly-formed
Grand Lodge, this removal from our register will be no loss to
Masonry, but only a removal from one sphere of Masonic usc-
fulness to another.  Still, the effect it will have on our register
will be that the net increasc in the number of lodges during
19co will not carry as much beyondthe total at which they stood
last year. In any case, we have not far short of three times as
many lodges under our banner as any other Grand Lodge.

We have said that ninc additional lodges have been
warranted in the London district, and of these [L’Entente
Cordiale, No. 2796, was consecrated on the 3oth January by Bro.
E. Letchworth, Grand Secretary, assisted by Bro. [. W.
Woodall, Past G. Treasurer, and other Grand Officers.  In 1884
Lodge La France, No. 2060, was constituted for the convenience
of Trench gentlemen desirous of enrolling themsclves as
members of the English, the membership being restricted to
those who have fulfilled their military obligations to their native
country. The duties of the lodge are carried out in strict
accordance with the English ritual, but in the French language.
This lodge has greatly prospered, and with a view to affording
facilitics for the numerous friends and visitors, irrespective ol
nationality, who were thus debarred from joining it, his Royal
Highness the MAV.G. Master, was pleased to grant his warrant
for the formation of the “L’'Entente Cordiale” Lodge, No.
2796, as we have stated, on the 3oth January, and of which Bro.
Captain Henri Mondchare, a P of the La Irance lodge,
No. 2060, was installed the first W, Master. In June fthe
Capital and Counties Lodge, No. 280g, was conscerated by the
Grand Sccretary, with Bro. E. B. Merriman as W. Master, while
on the gih July the Kirby Lodge, No. 2818, so named alter the
late Bro. Kirby, the respected Preceptor of the Kirby, originally
the Clarence Lodge of Instruction, No. 263, and intended for

BRO. EDWARD LETCHWORTH, GRAND SECRETARY,

experts in our ceremonial work, was ushered into existence
under the auspices of Bro. Sir Forrest Fulton, Q.C., Recorder of
London, as its first W.M. On the 23rd of the same month was
inaugurated, for the special benefit of brethren engaged in the
profession of journalism, the St. Bride Lodge, No. 2817, the
first Master being  an experienced Past Master of two lodges
in the person of Bro. C. J. Drummond. Two other lodges were
conscerated before the month of July ended, namely, the Horistic
Lodge, No. 2822, with Bro. Thomas M. Wood as W.AM, and the
Grove Park Kent Lodge, No. 2824, with Bro. Edward Le May as
WAL, the ceremony being performed i the former case by the
Grand Sceretary, and in the lattér, in the unavoidable absence
of that officer, by Bro. Frank Richardson, P.G.D. On the 8th
November, the Grand Seeretary had the pleasure of inaugurating
the Devonian Lodge, No. 2834, which, as its name mplics, is
intended  for brethren who are Devonians by birth  or
Devonians resident in London, who may be desirous of joining
our Socicty,

The brother who originated the idea of starting
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such a lodge is Bro. J. Cockram Taylor, honorary solicitor of the
Devonian Clul, to whom has heen assigned the post of Sceretary,
but all the founders, to the number of 14, arc Devonians, among
them being the Earl of Halsbury, Lord High Chancellor of
England, Past G.W., who was installed in the chair of Master ;
Lord Churston, P.M., P. Prov. .\W. Devonshire; Bro. W,
Wellsman, C.C,, Past A.G.D.C. Eng,, the first S.W ; Bro. the
Rev., W. Whittley, Past G.D. Eng., the first J.W.; Bro. George
Lambert, M.P,, the first S.D.; Bro. the Rev. Harry_Hebb, Past

BRO, EARL HALSBURY, P.G.W.

(;‘r.D. Eng., I'Iongl Master of the }0)’5’ S("hoo], Clmp]ain; and
Bro. Dr. W. H. Cummings; Past G. Organist, Principal of the
Qlll](!l):ll] School ol Music, Organist. There was, as we may
imagine, a large attendance of brethren, among whom were
many Grand Officers; the ceremonies were carried out most
admirably, and we doubt not that the lodge, which has started
under such brilliant auspices, will have a long carcer of
prosperity.

Of the 17 new Provineial lodges West Lancashire has five,
thereby inercasing the number on her roll from 122 {o 127,
Buckinghamshire, Cheshire, and Warwickshire gain two each,
the mu‘nln-rs on l!\ril' I:('.\'pl'(‘[i\'(‘, registers heing now 22, 55, and
34 The remaining six are distributed among the six Provinces
of Cumbertand and Westmoreland, D(:\'()IISflil’(_‘,, “ssex, Narth-
umberland, Suffolk, and Guernsey and Alderney, The five West
Lancashire lodges comprise the Fleetwood Lodge, No. 2814
located at Walton 5 the Southport Temperanee Lodge, No. 2815’
which meets in Southport, and raises the number of lodges in’
that town to cight; the Widnes Lodge, No. 2819, meceting in the
town from which it takes its name; the St John's Lod‘q(:, No.
2825, which was conscerated at Blackpool by Bro. Robert
Wilie, P.G.D., DUP.GL, onthe 26th Suplmnb(:r,' and started on
its carcer under the auspices of Bro. John Wray as its first W,
Master; and the Sir Walter Raleigh Lodge, No. 2837, which

. will have its quarters in Liverpool, the number of Jodges located

in that city being thus augmented to 45 The Alston Lodge,
No. 2794, which meets at the town of that name in the Provinee
of Cumberland and Westmoreland, was  fortunate in being
conscerated  on the 2nd November by Lord H. Cavendish-
Bentinek, M., Prov. (6 Master, and with Bro. W. Brown for
its W. Master, will, we are encouraged to hope, make consider-
able headway during the most eritical period of its carcer.  The
two new Cheshire lodges were both conscerated by Bro. Sir
Horatio Llovd, P.G.D., D. Prov. G. Master, the ceremony being
]))(-rf()rn\x\\;d m the case of the John Brumner Lodge, No. 2799,
Over L _\.’“.( It N S . NI . 1
]’»r\m:nvr,”?xl'lu-]rl, \\';::ml\h(th\fJtl(]:d({:'lmi:u)1;'\1\\\\(‘1(]{ ! "l ,'] 5 o "Jo’lm
alt ge s , was immediately
afterwards installed WML and in that of the Birkenhead
Lodge, No. 2820, making the seventh that meets in the town, on
the 25th August, the brother installed as its first Master being
Bro. the Reve R Edwards O the two new Warwickshire Lodgc;:
the G, Secretiry was invited to conseerate the St, John's Lodge,
No. 2811, Coventry, and fixed the gth October for the p(:rfortl’n-
ance of the ceremony 5 while the Seymour Lodge, No. 2804,
which meets at Redditeh, and bears (he name o? Lord Ernest
Seymour, its first WM., was conscerated by the Dep, Prov, G.
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Master, Bro. George Beech, Past G. Std. Bearer Eng. The
additions (o the roll of the Prov. G. Lodge of Buckinghamshire
are the St Martin's Lodge, No. 2812) and the Bowen Lodge,
No. 2816, bearing the respected name ol Bro. John E.
Bowen, P.AG.D.C, Dep. G of the Provinee, and  ap-
pointed to meet at Chesham. By the addition to its roll of the
Erkenwold  Lodge, No. 2808, at DBarking, the number
of lodges in Essex, under the able and popular rule
of the Earl of Warwick, has been augmented to 45, while
Sir M. White Ridley, Bart.,, M.P.~——who has recently been
raiscd to the peerage—has, by the formation of the Whitley
Lodge, No. 2821, Whitley, 34 lodges instead of 33 under his
charge. The Abiff Lodge, No. 2810, meeting at Saxmundham,
raises the number of lodges in Suffolk to 23, while in Devon-
shire, which in the abscnce on service in India of Lord North-
cote, Prov. G. Master, is so ably administered by Bro. G. C.
Davie, P.G.D., Dep. P.G.AL, has now on its register 60 lodges,
the Three Pillars Lodge, No. 2800, having been consccrated by
Bro. Davie, at Cockington, on the Sth May, and started on its
carcer, which, we trust, will be a fortunate oné, under the
guidance of DBro. the Rev. James Hammond, W.M. There
remains one other lodge to specify, and that was consccrated at
the Masonic Hall, Guernsey, on the gth May, the ceremony
heing performed by the Prov. G. Master, Bro. J. Balfour-
Cockburn, who was afterwards placed in the chair as W.M,,
and will, we doubt not, steer it safely through the difficulties
which nearly all new lodges encounter at the outset.  The name
and number of this lodge are the Baliour Cockburn, No. 2803,
and the result is a gain of onc to the Province of Guernsey and
Alderncy, of which six, including No. 2803, meet in Guernsey,
and the remaining one in Alderney.  As regards the new lodges
Abroad, such remarks as appear necessary will be found in the
concluding section of this Summary.

There has been no vexed question before the Craft for some
time past, and, consequently, the proceedings in Grand Lodge
have been almost entirely free from anything in the nature of
contention. At the March Communication a message was read
from the Prince of Wales, MW G. Master, in which his Royal
Highness drew attention to the very serious distress which had
Leen caused among the brethren in South Africa by the war then
heing waged against the forces of the Transvaal and Orange
Free State, and suggested that a series of resolutions should be
adopted for the formation of a gencral Fund, to which all lodges
should be invited to contribute, with a view to alleviating that
distress. It should be mentioned that before this course was
taken, or rather while it was being considered what steps to this
end had better be taken, Bro. George Richaras, District G.
Master of the Transvaal, had appealed to the Craft through our
columns to assist him in raising a Fund for relieving the distress of
hrethren in his District, with the result that subscriptions, headed
by a most generous contribution from Bro. Richards himself, and

BRO, J. BALFOUR COCRBURN, P.GAM. GUERNSEY

amounting (o between £330 and [400 was announced.  When,
however, our respected brother heard of the Grand Master’s
scheme for a Fund, which should be applied to the relief of all
loyal brethren in South Africa, Bro. Richards at once intimated
his intention of merging his particular IFund for the Transvaal
i the General Fund proposed by his Royal Highness for
Masonic Relief throughout the whole of South Africa. Hence,
When the G, Registrar explained what had taken place, and Bro.
Richards, so far as he was concerned, had endorsed the state-

ments of Grand Registrar, the series of resolutions recommended.,

by the M.W.G. Master were adopted by Grand Lodge with
readiness, and a grant of £1o50 was voted amid loud cheers,
the only difference of opinion to which open expression was
given being as to whether the sum was adequte for the purposes
ntended,  However, it was pointed out that if the sum raised

proved insullicient a further application could be made to Grand
Lodge, and it was lelt to the Board of General Purposes, in con-
sultation with the Grand Masters of the several Districts in
South Africa, to see that the Fund was administered in accord-
ance with the needs of distressed brethren. His Royal Highness
the M.W.G. Master having been re-elected and proclaimed, and
Bro. Harry Manfield unanimously elected Grand Treasurer for
the year 19oo, a motion was adopted allowing lodges which
might find it impossible to hold a regular mceting on the day
fixed hy their bye-laws to hold it, by dispensation previously
obtained, on a day not more than seven days before or after
such date, and that such day should be deemed ‘for all pur-
poses” the “ regular day of meecting.” A letter from Bro. Sir

7

"BRO, GEORGE RICHARDS, DIST, G.M. TRANSVAAL,

Albert Woods, G.D. of C, against members of Grand Lodge
appearing in clothing other than that to which they were
entitled as English Masons, was also discussed favourably, after
which Grand Lodge agreed to recognise the Grand Lodge of
Western Australia, which had recently been formed by an over-
whelming majority of the English lodges in the Colony, on the
usual conditions, while it rejected an application for recognition
by an irregular body—of which no one seems to have any know-
ledge cither as to whence it sprang or of what lodges it was
composed—styling itsclf the Grand Lodge of W. Australia, At
the Grand Festival, which was held on the 25th April, Earl
Ambherst, M.\, Pro G. Master, before the regular business was
entered upon, proposed, and Bro. George Richards, Dist. G.M.
Transvaal, Acting Dep. G. Master, scconded, a resolution,
congratulating his Royal Highness on his providential escape
from assassination, and the motion having been carried b

acclamation, the Grand Master appointed and invested the
Grand Officers for the ycar, among them being Bros. Viscount
Templetown (S.G.W. of Ircland) and Lord Glenesk as Senior
and Junior G. Wardens respectively: Bros. the Rev. F, M.
Burton and Herbert W, Turner, Grand Chaplains; and Bro.
E. Beaumont as Dep. G. Registrar. It was also announced
that, with a view to commemorating his 25 years’ occupancy of
the G. Mastership, his Royal Highness had been pleased to
confer “Past Rank” on 25 brethren of distinction, prominent
among them being Bro. Major-General Sir K. M. L. Rundle,
commanding a division of the Army in South Africa, and Bro.
Major-General Sir F. R. Wingate, Sirdar of Fgypt, upon each
of whom was conferred the rank of Past Grand Wardens.  The
Grand Festival was then held under the presidency of Earl
Ambherst, MLW. Pro G. Master. At the June meeting the usual
grant of £70 having heen voted to provide fuel during the winter
months for the inmates of the Benevolent Institution at Croydon,
a motion for altering the hour of meeting from: six to seven p.m.
was briefly discussed and adopted, and an appeal from a lodge
in Burma against the ruling of the Dist. G, Master having been
dismissed, the proceedings terminated.  In September, on the
proposition of Bro. the Right Hon. W. W. B. Beach, M.P,,
Prov. G. Master of Hampshire and the Isle of Wight, who pre-
sided, a vote of condolence with the Prince of Wales, M.W.G.
Master, on the death of his brother, HLR.H. the Duke of Saxe-
Coburg Gotha, K.G., was passed unanimously by the brethren
upstanding. It was agreed on the motion of Bro. G. W. Speth,
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P.A.G.D.C,, that brethren altending Grand Lodge should be
furnished with printed copies of the minutes of any previous
Quarterly Communication when duc for confirmation.  Grand
Lodge passed certain expenditure which had been incurred for
the fittings and furniture of their newly-erected premises, and
which the Board of General Purposes recommended.  On the
advice of Grand Registrar the appeal of a Bro. Coxon—who had
been installed W.M. of a lodge in Quecensland, but who turned
out to be disqualified by reason of his not having served the
office of Warden for a year in any lodge—against the ruling of
the: District G. Master of Queensland to the effect that the pro-
ceedings at <uch installation meeting were null and void, was

DRO, W. W, B, BRACH, P,G.M, HANTS AND  SLE OF WIGHT.

dismissed.. At thce mecting on the sth instant a letter of ack-
nowledgment from the Prince of Wales’s private Secretary, in
respect of the vote of condolence in September, was vead, Then
followed the usual nominations, appointments, and clections,
Bros. Horace Brooks Marshall and Captain John Barlow heing

BRO, HORACE BROGKS MARSHALL,L

nominated as candidates for the oflice of Grand Treasurer doring
the year 19o1-2. It was also resolved to sanction the offer of
certain members of the Premises’ Committee and the Grand Secere-
tary to transfer the frechold of @ certain stable, situated in New
Yard, between frechold premises helonging to Grand  Lodge,
which they had purchased at o public, auction, to Grand Lodge
for the price (£700) they Lad given for}it.  The other business
haying been dealt with, the procecdings terminated,

By far the most interesting event of the year occurred in
May, when H.R.H. the Duke of Connaught, M.W. Past G.
Master, representing H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, M\W.G.
Master, visited Bushey, in the county of Herts, for the purposc
of laying the foundation-stones (1) of the new Boys’ School
buildings, and (2) of the chapel, which is being crected at the
cost of Bro. C. E. Kevser, P.G.I., Treasurer of the Institution
but this is referred to n its proper place in the Section devoted
to “Our Institutions.”  But though the most interesting and
important it is very far from being the only event that is worthy
of being included 1n this survey, and among the most prominent
will be found that which took place at Leeds on Wednesday, the
18th July, when the Earl of Warwick, Deputy G. Master of
England, in the presence of Bro, the Right Hon. W, L. Jackson,
M.P., and his officers and the bretiren of his Provinee of West
Yorkshire and many visitars, laid the corner-stone of the new
Masonic Hall, which is being erected in that city for the comfort
and convenience of the Craflt. A special meeting of the Prov.
G. Lodge was held on the occasion, and on the entrance of his
lordship, accompanicd by a number of Grand Lodge Officers, he
was saluted and presented with an address of welcome.  The
brethren then marched in procession to the site of the new Hall,
where the ceremony was performed in accordance with ancient
custom. A banquet followed at the Town Hall, under the presi-
deney of the Prov. G. Master, the heartiest Yorkshire Masonic
welcome being extended to the honoured guest of the day.
Several other meetings have been: held in different parts of the
country for a similar purpose, among them being onc that
took place at Hornsca on the r7th January when Bro. M: C.

WAL THE DERE OF CONNAUGHT, PAST G.M,

Peck, Past G. Std. Br, Eng., Prov. G, Seeretary North and East
Yorkshire, dedicated the new Hall ol the Alexandra Lodge, No.

1511, There have also been dedieated sundry new Halls in the
-Provinee of Devonshire, the presiding officer having been in cach
case Bro. G. C. Davie, P.G.D., the Dep. Prov. G Thus, on
the 14th March, the new Hall ol the Queen Vietoria, No. 2755,
was dedicated at St Budeaux; while a similar function took
place at Okchampton on the 27th August, and vet another at
Hiracomhe in February; while, on the goth June, the Earl of
Lathom, Prov. G, Master of West Lancashire, 1aid the foundation
stone of a new chureh at Norrts Bank, Heaton Norrs,  We
allude clsewhere to the changes that have taken place, cither by
death or resignation, among the rulers of the Craft, but we must
not omit to record the meetings at which effect was given to
certain of these changes. Thus, on the 1g9th June, Lord
Henniker, who has been Prove Go Master of Sulfolk for many
years, and was appointed in March, 1899, to succeed the late
Bro. Sir J. S. Goldie Taunbman as rov. G. Master of the Isle of
Man, was formally instalfed in office in - the latter capacity, the
ceremony being very appropriately performed by Bro. the Rev.
C. J. Martyn, Past G. Chaplain, who is his lordship’s Deputy in
Suffolk.  Again, on Saturday, the 24th November, the vacancy
in the ranks of the Prov. G. Masters caused by the resignation
of _the Earl of Onslow, Prov. (i, Master of Surrey, was hlled by
the induction into the.chair of the Provinee of Bro. Colonel John
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Davis, AD.C,, the ceremony on this occasion being performed,
and very ably performed, by Lord Onslow. Among the numerous
meetings of Prov. G. Lodges which have been held, must
be mentioned in particular, that which took place in Buckingham-
shire on the 18th July, when Lord Wantage, V.C., G. Master of the
Province, held the annual mecting at his scat—Lockinge House—
and having discharged his duties as Prov. G. Master, took upon
himsell the #d/e of host, and entertained those present at the meet-
ing with his wonted hospitality. At the Cheshire meceting on the
Sth August, Earl Iigerton of Tatton announced his approaching
resignation of office, and though an attempt was there and then
made to induce him to change his mind, he has held by his
original intention. At Plvmouth, on the 28th of the same month,
at the annual gathering of our Devonshire brethren, occasion
was taken to present Bro, Fo B. Westlake, Past Dep. G.D.C. of
England, who has rendered signal service o the Provinee, with
a testimonial, which, at his request, took the form of such a sub-
seription as would make him a Patron of our threc Charitable
Institutions. ~ At Maryport, on the 14th Scptember, Lord H.
Bentinek, M.P., Prov. G. Master of Cumberlasd and Westmore-
land, in taking the chair for the first time since his return from
the seat of war in South Africa, was welcomed with a most cordial
greeting ; while-at Durham, a few days later, the Prov. G. Lodge

-
-

LRO, CoL, JOIN DAVES, ADe,, PUGM SURREY.

passed, inrespeetiul silence, a vote of condolence with the
widow and family of their late chiefl—Sir Hedworth Williamson,
Bart. At the meeting of the Prov, G. Lodge of Cornwall, at
Camborne, on the 23rd October, a @ift of the Grand Lodge
clothing of his rank wus presented to Bro. B. I, Edyvean,
P.A.G.D.C,, in recognition of the invaluable services he had
rendered to the Provinee as Prov. G. Seerctary, It should also
be mentioned that on the 1oth September the John  Lane
Memorial Library, which had been purchased by the Jordan
Lodge, No. rg02, Torquay, was unveiled by Bro, W, I, Hughan,
P.G.D., his great fricnd and Masonic collaborator in Masonic
literature.  In the month of January a notable gathering of dis-
tinguished brethren took place under the banner of the Empire
Lodge, No. 2108—which was founded in 1885 for the con-
venience of  brethren hailing from or connected  with our
Colonics—amaong those present being Bro. George Richards,
Dist. GAML of the Transvaal, and Bro. Sie W Peace, P.M,, the
Agent General ol Natal. On o the 1oth April the Masonic
members of the Nationad Union of Teachers, then assembled in
York were most hospitably entertained by the York Lodge,
No. 236; while, on the sth March, Bro. R, I, Gould, P.G.D.,
at the installation mecting of the Fortitude and Old Cumberland
Lodge, No. 12, read one ol his most valuable and lucid papers,
in which he demonstrated that this lodee is in fact, if not in
number and position on the register, one of the ¥ Four Old
Lodges” which founded the Grand Lodge of Englund in 1717;

and by way of asserting its claim to being No. 3 of said “Four
Old Lodges " which, in our opinion, Bro. Gould has succeeded
in establishing, the lodge determined on celebrating, with- all
possible ¢c/at, the foundation of the Grand Lodge of England on
St. John’s Day, or, rather, as that fell on a Sunday, on Monday,
the 25th June. The meeting proved a grand success, and; we
trust, in future years the anniversary ot the foundation of the
mother of all Grand Lodges will be commemorated “as success-
fully.

Among other notable events that remain to be chronicled are
the annual Festivalof the Emulation Lodgcofl Improvement, which
was held on the 2nd March. The Earl of Warwick, Dep. G. Master,
Prov. G. Master of Essex, had arranged to preside, but at the
last moment illness prevented his lordship from fulfilling tho
engagement, and his place was taken by his respected Deputy
P.G.M. Essex, Bro. Col. Lockwood, M.P., P.G.D.  There was,
as is invariably the case at this meeting, a formidable muster of
the Craft, over 600 brethren, including a host of Grand Officers,
being present.  The Sccond Lecture was worked in the lodge in
a manner that could not be surpassed, and at the banquet which
followed, the Chairman and the rest of the speakers were loud
in their praises of the perfection of our “ Emulation” working.
In October, a stated meeting of the Alfred Newton Lodge, No.
2686, was held by dispensation at the Mansion House, when, in
the presence of a numerous gathering of Grand Officers and other
visitors, Bro. H. K. Newton, W.M., the Lord Mayor's son,

Blo, H. K. NEWTuN, w.M, 20680,

initiated three candidates in a manner which won him many
encomiums.  Later in the evening, when the lodge was closed,
the Lord Mavor, Bro. Alderman Sir Alfred Newton, Bart,, P.G.D.,
after whom the lodge was named and who presided as first W.M,,
entertained the whole of the members and their visitors at
dinner in the Egyptian Hall.  This occurred on Saturday, the
13th of the month, and on the Monday following, his lordship,
accompanicd by the Lady Mayvoress and the Sheriffs, visited in
state the Royal Masonic Institution for Girls at Battersea Risc.
We may also mention the visit paid by the Earl of Onslow, Prov.
G. Master of Surrey, to the Gatwick Lodge, No. 2392, Horley,
on the 23rd, and the installation of his lordship’s son, Viscount
Cranley, as W.N ol the Weyside Lodge, No. 1395, Woking, on
the 16th October, nar must we  pass unnoticed, the formal
unfurling of two lodge banners, of which one was presented to
the Norman Lodge, No. 1334, Durham, by Bro. W. Gray, PiM.,
Treasurer, Prov. J.G.\W. Durham, while the other was pre-
sented to the Savile Lodge, No. 1231, Elland, by Bro. A. H. Law,
P.M., and unfurled by Bro. W. C. Lupton, J.G. Dcacon of Eng-
land, on the 3oth October.  On the 27th June, & memorial to'the
Jate Bro. W. A. Tinney, P, Sceretary of theY Asaph Lodge,
No. 1319, was unveiled in Brompton Cemetery, by Bro. C. R,
Powell, WAL, while on the gth July, a tablet, which bad been
placed by the Lodge, No. 1549, in the Parish Church of Great
Stanmore, in commemoration of the virtues of the late Bro.
Charles Veal, .M., Scerctary, was unveiled by Bro. F. S,
Winkley, W.M. '
Among the numerous presentations which have been made
during the year, cither in recognition of services rendered to
the Craft or as tokens of the respect in which the recipients
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were gencrally held, may be-noted  the following, which arc
recorded in order of date. Thus, on the 28th January, Bro.
J. Percy Fitzgerald, P, Sceretary of the Logic Club, was the
recipient of a gift from the members, who were desirous of
showing their appreciation of his cofforts in behall of the Club.,
In February a similar compliment, and for a like reason, was
paid to Bro. John T. Loader, P, Scerctary of the Rose
Lodge, No. 1622, and alsoto Bro. J. E. Robeson, LR.M. of the
Lion and Lamb Lodge, No. 192, while the brethren of Durham
gave proof of the deep respect and affection they entertain for
Bro. the Rev. Canon Tristram, D.D., P.G.C. of England, Dcp.
P.G.M. in the Craft, the new G, Superintendent in Roval Arch
Masonry, and Prov. G.M. M. of Northumberland and Durham, by
presenting him and Mrs. Tristram with sundry gifts in comnic-

o

BRO, CAPT. JOHIN BARLOW, J.D.

moration of their golden wedding.  On the 11th April Bro. Capt.
John Barlow, J.P., who is aonc of the candidates for the Grand
‘Freasurership for the ensuing year, had @ special presentation
made to him on vacating the chair of \W.L of the John Hervey
Lodge, No. 1260, while on the 22nd of the same month Bro. J.
Weaver was presented with his Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter
clothing on his appointment as G. Std. Br. of Grand Lodge and
A.G.D. of C. in Supreme Grand Chapter.  In May, Bro. N.
Barbenson, P.M., Prov. J.G.W. of Guernsey and Alderney, pre-
kented a chair to the St. Amne’s Lodge, No. 508, Alderncy, in
imemory of his father, who was one of its founders and a Past
Master. In September, Bro, G, R, Langley had his services as Sec-
retary of the Bushey Park Lodge, No. 2381, worthily recognised,
and on the 2nd October the Tivoli Lodge, No. 2150, made Bro.
W. J. Mason a present of his clothing on his appointment as
G. Std. Br.  Other cases of a like character have already been
mentioned, and doubtless there are many others that have
occurred, but they all help to point the same moral—that
signal services to Masonry in any of its branches are rarely, if
cver, allowed to pass unrecognised, and with this somewhat trite
remark we closc our survey of “ Craft Masonry " during the
ycar.

ROYAL ARCII MASONRY.

It is a very nice question and one that we should have some
difficulty in answering, whether the Roval Arch has made any
progress during the year that is now rapidly approaching its close.
There is no doubt that strenuous cfforts have been made in
several quarters, and more cespecially in the Provinee of West
Yorkshire, to arouse for it a greater amount of interest among
Craft Masons and cncourage them to enter its chapters, and it
would be the heightof rashness to assume that these efforts have
been entirely without success.  On the other hand, as regards new
chapters—and the question of mere numerical strength must be
tahen for what it is worth—there has been a most decided falling
off. In our summary of “ Freemasonry in 1899,” we were at the
pains of going somewhat into figures and gave the number of
warrants granted year by vear from 18g4 inclusive.  In that
rear the number issued was 22, of which six were for the

ondon district, nine for the Provinees, and seven for Abroad,
In 1895, the total was 17, of which London cluimed two,
the Provinces 11, and Abroad four.  In 18906, only 16 were

granted, namely, six  for  London, cight' Provincial, and
two Abroad; while in 1897, there was o slight reduction
to 15, London and the Provinces cach obtaining  scven
warrants, and the odd one being placed Abroad.  In 1898,
there  was  a  further  reduction,  five  warrants  being
issucd  for chapters  in the Provinces, and scven  for
Abroad.  Last year therc was a substantial recovery,
the number granted being 18, comprising four in London, cight
in the Provinces, and six Abroad ; but this year there has been a
return to the total of 18¢8, namely, 12, of which four are located
in London, live in the Provinces, and three in Districts Abroad.
Morcover, the Phanix Chapter, No. g4, Port Roval, Jamueq,
which was struck from the roll Jast vear in consequence of its
failure to make the necessary returns to Grand Chapter for a
long time, has resumed work, and been restored to its place on
the register. These then are the figures lor 1900, and we leave
it to our readers to decide for themselves whether they indicate
a diminution of activity and interest in Roval Arch Masonry or
whether, having regard to the very Jarge increase in the roll of
chapters that has taken place since the beginning of 1873, they
may not be ample to meet the present requirements,

The following are the London Chapters for which warrants
have been  issued, namely, the  Guildhall School of  Music
Chapter, No. 2454, with Comp. W. H. Cummings—the Principal
of the School—as first M.IS.Z.; the Grafton, No. 2347, with
Comps. the Earl of Euston, Viscount Dungarvan, and Sir J. C.
Dimsdale, as M.E.Z., H., and J. respectively; the Cavendish
Chapter, No. 2620, with Comp. F. Lawrence as first MUE.Z.; and
the Engincer Chapter, No. 2599, with Comp. C. Walker as
M.EZ. The five new Provincial Chapters are the Salebeia
Chapter, attached to the St. Germain Lodge, No 566, Selby, in
*he Provinee of North and East Yorkshire; the St. Michacl’s,
attached to the Apollo Lodge, No. 303, Beccles, in Sufiolk;
the  Wansfell, attached 10 the  Ambleside  Lodge, No.
2749, in  the  Province of Cumberland  and  Westmore-
land ; the Granville, attached to the Lord Warden Lodge,
No. 1016, Walmer, in Kent; fand the Clarendon, atlached
to the Earl of Clarendon Lodge,! No. 1984, Watford, with Comp.
F.Sumner Knyvett, Prov. G.H., as its first M.E.Z., in Hertford-
shire.  Of the three new chapters abroad, the Southern Cross,
No. 1315, Toowoomba, and the Cleveland, No. 2503, Townsville,
arc located in Queensland, and increase the number of chapters
on the roll of District Grand Chapter to cight, while the Fort
Dufferin: Chapter, attached to the Mandalay Lodge, No. 2219,
will meet in the city of Mandalay, and increase the roll to five,
of which, however, we helieve one is for the present in abeyance.
Sundry of these new chapters have already been consecrated,
and are doing well,

COMP. VISCOUNT DUNGARVA \)

The proceedings in Grand Chapter have heen neither more
nor less eventful than usual. T Febraaey, the Phaenix Chapter,
No. 914, Jamaica, which, after & dormancy of somce years, had,
as we  have before sxentioned, been resuscitated before the
knowledge reached it of its removal from the Grand Chapter
roll, was restored to its place. In May, Past Rank was conferred
on a number of compinions who had been similarly hovoured in
Craft Masonry, and recognition was accorded to the newly-
formed Grand Chapter of New Zealand as the Supreme Royal
Arch authority in that Coloay, with the usual proviso that the
rights and privileges of private chapters that cleet to remain on
the roll of England are safeguarded, and on the understanding
that our Grand Chapter issues no Turther warrants inthe Colony.
In August, a vote of condolence was passed with his Royal
Fighness the Grand Fiest Principal on the death of his brother,
the Duke of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, K.G. (the Duke of Edinburghy),
and was gracefully acknowledged at the November Convocation,
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the only other noteworthy circumstance being the clection of Comp.
H. A. Tobias, P.G. Std. Br., on the Committec of General Pur-
poses, vice Comp. George Graveley, deccased. Not many
changes have taken place. Two Grand Superintendents have
died during the year—Comps. the Earl of Radnor (Wiltshire),
and Sir Hedworth Williamson, Bart. (Durham)—and Comp.
Canon Tristram, D.D., has been appointed to the last-named
vacancy, and was only prevented by illness from being installed
in office at the annual mceeting of the Provincial Grand Chapter
on the r1st instant.

What other cvents have occurred in this branch of Free-
masonry may soon be told.  In Iebruary, a meeting of the Pro-
vincial Grand Chapter of Hertfordshirc was held at Watford,
at which Comp. I. Sumner Knyvett, Past G.S.B., was installed
Prov. G.H , and Comp. the Rev. O. C. Cockrem appointed Prov.
G.S.E. At the annual mecting of the Provincial Grand Chapter
of West Yorkshire, at Bradlord, on the 16th May, Comp.
Richard Wilson, Prov. G.H., who, in the unavoidable absence
of Comp. the Right Hon. \V, L. Jackson, M.U., presided as

-

COMP, W, L, JACKSON, M.P., G. SUPT, WEST VYORKSHIRE.

Grand Superintendent, emphasised the remarks of bis chief at
the annual meeting of the previous year, by again most
carnestly impressing on those present the importance of doing
all in their power to encourage Craft Masons to take a deeper
interest in Royal Arch Masonry, expressing his belief that,
though in West Yorkshire they were strong in the latter as com-
pared with many other Provinces, they ought not to rest content
until at least one-half of the Cralt brethren had been exalted.
Other Provincial Grand Chapters have also met, as usual, but,
though the proceedings have heen in the main satisfactory, there
is an apathy about them which is greatly to be regretted, and
which, we trust, will at no distant date be overcome.

MARK MASONRY.

The present year has bheen one of well-nigh unequalled
prosperity in this branch of our Masonic system. — Quite a
number of new lodges, both Mark and Royal Ark Mariner, have
been warranted, and an old T.L Lodge of the former Degree,
which had held aloof from the Mark arganisation, and, curiously
enough, was last year declared irregular—owing, no doubt, to
its introduction of the word “ Grand " into its title—has been re-
constituted, and assigned a place on the register according well
with the rights and privileges it scems to be fairly entitled to clam.
There has also been a large addition to the number of registered

members, while, above all, in respect of the great event of the
year—the Festival of the Mark Benevolent Fund—there has
been established a record which it will be difficult to equal and
still more difficult to beat.

Including there-constituted Ashton District Time Immemorial
Lodge, there have been added 15 lodges to the roll of the Grand
Mark Lodge, of which one—the Empress, No. 533—meets in
London, eight in the Provinces, and six Abroad. The Provincial
eight comprise the Rose Lodge, No. 534, Camberwell, in the
Province of Surrey; the Wythenshawe, No. 532, Northenden,
and the Ashton District Lodge (T.L), Dukinfield, in the Pro-
vince of Cheshire; the Bronté Lodge, No. 535, Haworth, in
West Yorkshire; the Philanthropic, No. 538, King’s Lynn, in
East Anglia; the South Devon Union Lodge, No. 540, llfra-
combe, in Devonshire ; the Staffordshire Knot Lodge, No. 541,
Stafford, in the Province of Staffordshire ; and the Unity, No.
544, Liverpool, in the Province of Lancashire. The following are
the new Mark Lodges Abroad, namely, the Orient Lodge, No. 531,
Howrah, in the District of Bengal, which was consecrated by
Bro. E. G. Sinclair, Past Dist. G.W , on the 17th February, with
that well-known zcalous Mason, Bro. H. M. Rustomjee as the
first occupant of the chair of A.; the Lodges of Friendship
and Union, Nos. 536 and 537, respectively, m the District of
North Alrica; the Bundaberg Lodge, No. 539, in Queensland ;
the Davoren, No. 542, Wellington, in the District of Madras ;
and the Bassein Lodge, No. 543, in that of Burma. Of the
above lodges the majority have entered upon their carcer with,
we are glad to say, every prospect of success, the most
important of them all—the Ashton District Lodge—
having been consccrated and re-constituted by the Earl of
Euston, M.\WV. Pro G.M.M., at a Movable Grand Lodge held for
the purpose at the Board Schools, Dukinfield, on the 17th Febru-
ary, in the presence of a very numerous.gathering ot brethren,
amongst whom were some 20 Grand Officers, many of the
Urav. Grand Officers of Cheshire and other Provinces. Before
the ceremony commenced  Bro. the Hon. Alan de Tatton
Lgerton, M.P., Prov. G.M. of Cheshire, re-obligated 53 members
of the old lodge, and when Lord Euston had performed his duty,
Bro. C. I. Matier, G. Mark Secretary, installed Bro. Dr. T. D.
Foreman, who had previously had conferred upon him the rank of
Past G.O. of England in recognition of his.services in assisting to
bring about the union of the lodge with the Grand Lodge, in the
chair of A, the officers were invested, and the customary banquet
followed.  On the 17th March Bro. C. L. Mason, Prov. G.M.M.
of West Yorkshire, consccrated the Bronté Lodge, No. 535,
Haworth. In September, the opportunity afforded by the annual
meeting of the Prov. Grand Mark Lodge of Staffordshire was
taken (o consecrate the Staffordshire Knot Lodge, No. 541,
Stafford, the ceremony being performed by Lord Euston, and
Bro. J. I'. Pepper—who has since been installed Prov, G.M.M,
in place of the late Bro. Col. G. 8. Tudor—installed as the first
WM. It should also be mentioned that the old Fortescue Mark
Lodge, No. g, of South Molton, in the Province of Devon, which
had been in abeyance for 14 years, was resuscitated, with every
likclihoad of success, on the 2gth May, with Bro. the Rev. T.
Russell as WM. In addition, however, to these Mark lodges,
there have been warranted seven Royal Ark Mariner Lodges, of
which the Star is attached to the Mark Lodge of the same name,
No. 4 9, in London; the Elmete, attached to the Copley Mark
Lodge, No. 111, Leeds, and consecrated by Bro. C. L. Mason,
Prov. G.MLAL, on the 21st March 5 the Wilbraham, attached to
the Mark Lodge, No. 523, of the same name, at Widnes, in the
Province of Cheshire ; the United Service, attached to Mark

Urgent Distress:

Wrecks and Loss of Life.
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Lodge, No. 69, New Brompton, in Kent, and consecrated by
Viscount Dungarvan, Prov. G.AALM,, on the 7th November; and
the Leopold, attached to No. 235, in the Province of Berks and
Oxon.  The other two lodges are located Abroad, namely, the
Courtenay Luck, attached to the Mark Lodge No. 526, in the
District of Queensland, and the Antiquity, No. 82, at Bangalore,
in that of Madras.  The number of Mark certificates issucd
during the period under observation is 1548, raising the number
of registered Mark Master Masons o 42,000, while the Royal
Ark Mariner certilicates are 2871, and the total number regis-
tered from the beginning, 0337.

The proceedings in Grand Lodge have been of the usual
character, with the exception of the Movable Grand Lodge, which
has already been mentioned, in connection with the Ashton Dis-
trict T.1 "Lodge.  In March, Bro. John Dimsdale, as the only
candidate nominated, was clected Grand Treasurer for the ensuing
vear.  On the 27th April a Speciad Communication was held for
the purpose of voting an Address of Congratulation to his Royal
Highness the MLW.GALM. on his providential escape from
assassination, and a letter of thanks from the Prince’s Seeretary
was read at the regular Communication on the 5th June, when
the Grand Officers were appointed and invested, and Mark
Masonry held its annual Grand Festival.  In September, a vote
of condolence with his Roval Highness the MAV.G.M.M. on the
death of his brother, the Duke of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, was passed,
while subsequently Bro. CF. Matier, Grand Secretary, on hehall
of the Board of Stewards for the Mark Benevolent Fund Fes-
tival, at which the Pro Grand Master had presided as- Chairman,
presented Lord Euston with an address of congratulation in album
form on the record success then achieved. On the gth December
the vote of condolence to the Grand Mark Master, which was

G
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passed at the previons meeting, was acknowledged, the other
business, including the re-nomination of the Prince of Wales as
Grand Master,and the nomination of BroHarry Manficld for the
office of Grand Treasurer. Nor should we omit to mention
among the few changes that have taken place in the persounnel ol
the Degree among its ehiefl dignitaries was the investiture, - in
June, of Broo the Hono Al de Tatton Egerton as Deputy G, in
succession to Viscount Dungarvan, who is content with his office
of Prov. G of, Kent, :
But hevond all question the greatest and most important event
of the vear has been, as heretofore, the celebration of the annual
Festival in hehalf of the Mark Benevolent Fund., This was held

at Freemasons' Tavern on Wednesday, the 11th July, under the

presidency of the Earl of Euston, NLW. Pro ti.)L, and a resolute
attenpt to beat the record having been determined on, a strong
body of Stewards, which ultimatley mustered 302 ladies and breth-
reng sas formed, with the result that when the eventiul day arrived,
the Chairman had the pleasure of hearing from the Sceretary of
the Board o grand totad of donations and subscriptions amounting
to L5113 bs. Towards raising this sum Lord Euston himsclf
compilholb w list of £976 55, while London contributed £887 8s.,
and the Provinees amany s 3o out of 33o0f which were repre-
sented —with Foreign Stations, &, £4,225 185, inclusive, ol
course, of the Chatrman’s list. Fhe principal items in the last-
named totad were £62) 1os. from West Yorkshire © £320 55, and

(214 2s. from Lord Euston's Provinces of (1) Leicestershire and
Rutland and (2) Northants, Hunts, and Beds; and £267 18s.
from Derbyshire.  There is no need to write at length about a
success which speaks for itself, and which, as we have already
said, there will be great difficulty in beating.  The Board of
Stewards fully recagnised the greatness of the success by present-
mg the Chairman with an illuminated address of thanks for his
services, and all we can sav further is that we trust that future
Festivals will he the means of raising 1f not as large totals, at all
events, totals hat will help to maintain the Fund in its present
condition of cfficiency,

CHIVALRIC AND HIGH GRADE MASONRY.

_ Of the several Rites, Degrees, and Orders, which are included
in this group, the most influential is the Ancient and Accepted
Rite, of which the governing body is the Supreme Council, 33°.
The year has not been an eventful one, but it has fully main-
tamed its position both as regards members and linancially.
One new Rose Croix Chapter has been added to the roll, that of
St. Augustine, No. 144, Chatham, which has commenced its
carcer under the auspices of Bro. Commander J. D. Dawtrec,
RN, as its first MAV.S. This raises the number on the roll to
114, of which, however, 26 arc returned as not working. There
do not appear to have been any changes among the members of
the Council, while the addition to the rolls of members of the 32°,
317 and 30" arc about as usual, and there has been a consider-
able accession of members of the 18°.  Among the donations
made by the Council will be found 450 to the Century Fund in
behall of the Masonic Orphan Boys' School, Dublin; 100
guincas to the Transvaal Refugees Fund ; and 100 guineas to the
" Daily Telegraph Fund” for Soldiers’ Widows aud Orphans;
the total of the benefactions in 1goo being £281. In the Order of
the Temple the most important event has been the annual
conference of delegates fram the Great Priorics of England and
Ircland and the Chapter General of Scotland, which was held in
London,and timed to meet as nearly as possible to the half-
yearly meeting of our Great Priory in May, when new officers
are appointed, and there is necessarily a stronger muster of
members of the Templar body.  We have also much pleasure
in recording that a new preceptory—the Bernard de Tremelay,
No. 170—was consccrated at Walsall by the Earl of Euston,
MLE. and Supreme Grand Master, on the 22nd February, and
that to judge from the more numerous mectings of the Provincial
Priorics which have been reported in our columns, there is
decidedly an increase of energy and activity in the Order, which
bodes well for the continuance of its prosperity.  On the sth
March, the Farl of Euston, M. Ill. GG, Sovereign, presided at the
annual meeting of the Grand fmyperial Conclave of the Order of
Rome and the Red Cross of Constantine, when the Execcutive
reported very favourably, and declared there had been a steady
increase during the previous year.  In February, the Dungarvan
Council, No. 25, of the Roval and Select Masters, was conse-
crated by Comp. C. F. Matier, Grand Recorder, and Comp., the
Rev. C. E. L Wright installed as T.LM.  In May, the annual
Grand Festival of the Order of the Secret Monitor was held
under the presidency of the Earl of Warwick, G.S.R., but later
in the vear, the Order had the misfortune to lose it founder,
Bro. 1. Zacharie, PPast G.S.K., and on the 22nd October, a
Memorial Service was held by the Grand Conclave as a fitting
tribute of respect to his memory.  Other events of lesser im-
portance might, perhaps, be recorded in this summary, but
generally it may be taken for granted that the systems included
in this bricf account have fared, at least, as prosperously as in
past ycars.

OUR INSTITUTIONS.

Fhere are but very few of our readers who will not agree
with us that the year now drawing to a close has been, as
regards the fortunes of the Central Charitics, one of the most
successful on record, excluding, of course, the ycurs' 1888 and
1898, when our Scholastic Institutions celebrated their respective
Centenaries, and 1892, when the Benevolent Institution held its
Jubilee.  Fewer still are there who will not readily allow that
having regard to the circumstances of the year—the war that has
been raging in South Africa, the increased taxation rendered
neeessary in order to meet the expenses of that war, and the heavy
alls that have been made upon the whole community—it would
not have been very surprising had the fates been far less
propitious, and the Festival Retarns on i far less abundant scale.
As a matter of fact there is, so far as our memory serves us,
hardly a ycar in which the aggregate of the Donations and
Subscriptions at the anniversary gatherings in behall of our
three Central Charities has exceeded those of 1900, Tast year
the total raised for. their support amounted in round ligures to
£:50,000, & capital return if only we bear in mind that the Boys’
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Centenary had been celebrated only 12 mouths previously, the
contributions to the Girls' and Benevolent Institutions being
very largely increascd to upwards of £21,000 and £20,000
respectively, while the Boys’ School, naturally enough, had to
content itself with just a trifle over £gooo. '1‘111_5 year there has
been, in spite of the circumstances we have relgr'rcd to, a s_uh-’
stantial increase in respect of all three Charitics, the Girls
School taking the lead with a total of Returns to its trzth
Festival amounting to upwards of £23,000, and the Benevolent
Institution being well up with not far short of £22,300, while
the Boys' School obtained support to the extent of about
£16,900, the sum announced by the Sceretary at the Festival
being £16,874 14s. 2d. Iere then we have a grand total of
more than £62,000 distributed among our Central Institulions, to
say nothing of the sums raised Tor the Mark Benevolent Fund
and Provincial Charitable Institutions, and the subscriptions,
now exceeding £10,000, to the South African Masonic _Rclicf~
Fund, iraugurated by Grand [Lodge on the recommendation ol
H.IUH. the Prince of Wales, MAV.G. Master.

The Royal Masonic Benevolent Institution wasy as usual, the
first to hold its Anniversary PFestival, the day lixed for the
celebration being Tuesday, the 27th February, while the chair
was occupied by the Right Hon. Lord ;\ddmgton, Prov. (xm.n(l
Master for Buckinghamshire. The Board of Stewards which
supported his lordship comprised Goo ladies and brethren, and
the amount they together raised, which was announced at
the Festival itsell as £20,220 10s., was ultimately increased
to £22,298 ¢s. Towards this grand total London, with 269
Stewards, contributed £12,773 19s., while the l’rngmccs, with
23t Stewards, were responsible for ﬁ()sz.; 1os. The London
total included 30 lists, ranging lrom f1oo upwards, the highest
of all being that of Bro. David Moss, of th.c Iriars Lodge,
No. 1349, lor 4582 10s., the next in order being those of Bro.
W. S. Bunting, Old Boys’ Lodge, No. 2500, for 273 Bro.
Benj. Stocker, High Cross.l,odgc, No. 754, for 1,;()4_ 125,
Bro. Alfred Cocks, Sincerity Lodge, No. 174, for f£23)
8s. 6d.; Bro. LEdwin George, Marquess of Ripon Lodge, No.
1489, with £227 6s. 0d.; and Bro. Robert Clarge, New Concord
Lodge, No. 613, with f204 158, : .
Provincial total of £9524 10s., there were 32 of the 46 Provinces
and sundry Forcign Stations that assisted.  The highest contri-
buting Province was West Yorkshire, which raised (1800,
Buckinghamshire, which provided the Chairman, being returned
for £1495 10s., and Essex for £1381 1s. 6d.  Among the otlla-r
P’rovinces we note Hertfordshire, with £3566 14s.: Sulfolk, with
£3518 15s.; and Sussex, with £jog 10s.  This result, which
could hardly have been looked for after the splendid total of
1899, was something to be especially grateful for, and the Com-
mittee of Management lost no time in placing on record its
sincere thanks to the Chairman and his Board of Stewards for
the success of their efforts in behall of the Old People’s Institu-
tion, the thanks in the case of the Chairman taking the form of
an illustrated Address on vellum, in album form, which was
formally presented by the Sceretary, Bro. James Terry, to his
Jordship at the annual meeting of the Prov. Grand Lodge of
Buckinghamshire.  Nor was this all.  The Committee, when it

found that the Board of Stewards was more numerous than it

had ever been before except in the Jubilee year, without cven
waiting to learn the result, determined to still further augment
the number of annuitants on the Funds and having created five
additional Male annuities and three for Widows in 18¢gy, reversed
the figures and added three Male and five Widow annuities to
the numbers on the Establishment, thereby raising the {oymc}' to
210,and the latter to 233. This act gave the utmost satisfaction,

In the compilation of the -

and when the annual general mecting of Governors and
Subscribers was held on Friday, the 18th May, the Report of the
Committee, in which the increase was announced, met with a most
cordial reception and was adopted nem con., and ordered to be
catered upon the minutes. The resultof this will be more apparent
if we mention that at the clections, which took place at the said
meeting, 20 instead of 17 men and 29 instead of 24 were
returned as successful, the number ol candidates being lor the
Male Fund 46, and for the Widows’ Fund 59.  Wemust go back
very many years in order to find so large a proportion of the
applicants clected upon the two Funds.  There is very little
more for usto say.  Lord Addington, just before the Festival, and
his Board of Stewards later in the year, paid the customary visit
to the Institution at Croydon, and hoth his lordship and the latter
expressed their entire satisfaction  with what  they saw  in
evidence of the care bestowed upon the annuitants in residence
there and the headth and happiness they scemed to enjoy.  The
New Year and Summer entertainments were also held as usual
and gave infinite pleasure Lo the Old People, while other enter-
tainments, organised by private individuals or by lodges, were
given and helped to make the lives of the inmates brighter.
Grand Lodge also voted the customary grant of £70 to provide
the residents with fucl during the winter, and the Supreme
Council, 33", gave them its customary present of tea and tobacco.
In short, the Institution has fared prosperously during the year,
and we trust that in the future it may be our privilege to write
as cnecouragingly both of the good work that is being done by
the Institution and the gencrous support that is given to it by the
Craft in general,

The Royal Masonic Institution for Girls next claims our
attention.  The work it has accomplished has been of the

DRen T EANL 0F DANTNOUTH,

highest character, while the generous support it has received
hoth from the town and country lodges has been commensurate
with its services.  Its 1r2th” Anniversary Festival was  held
under the presidency of the Right Hon. the Earl of Dartmouth
on Wednesday, the 16th May. A Board of Stewards composcd
of 753 ladies and brethren lovally seconded his lordship’s advo-
cacy, and to such good purpose that the Sccretary had the
supreme satisfaction of announcing a total of Donations and
Subscriptions amounting to {23,037 55. 6d., or, in round ligures,
42000 more than the handsome total of the preceding year.
Towards this result London, with o contingent of 300 Stewards,
contributed £10,458 7. 6d., while the Provinees—37 of which,
with a few Forcign Stations, took part in the celebration—yith
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463 Stewards, supplicd the balance of £i12,578 18s.  The
highest list included in the London total was that of DBro.
H. J. Homer, W.AL of the City of Westminster Lodge, No. 1503,
who, with the assistance of upwards of 50 members, ladies, and
outside brethren, compiled a Return of £791 2s., while Bro.
Daniel Mayer, S.G.D., W.M. of the Royal Warrant Holders
Lodge, figured for £525, Bro. A. C. Spaull, of the House Com-
mittee, for £210, and Bro. T. Fish Marson, of Friends-in-
Council Lodge, No. 1383, for 4201 12s. Towards the Pro-
vincial total the chief contributor was the Chairman's Province
of Stafferdshire, which surpassed all its efforts, cven those it
made mm behall of the Boys’ Centenary, by subscribing the
splendid sum of £ 4034 10s. Among the Returns from other
Provinces we find Kent entered {or £56g 4s.; Middlesex for
£1002 155. 6d.; Monmouthshire for £500; Surrcy for £666 z2s.;
Worcerstershire for £876 8s.; and West Yorkshire for £575.
The distribution of prizes took place, as usual, on the Monday
preceding the event we have just been recording, that is, on the
14th May, when the Countess of Dartmouth, who was accom-
panicd by her husband, handed the awards to the prize winners
ol the ycar, and, in doing so, offered a few words of graceful
congratulation to cach, while Lord Dartmouth, in acknowledging
the vote of thanks to her ladyship, spoke in terms of well-
deserved praise of the admirable manner in which the Institu-
tion was conducted, and the benefits it was conferring on the
daughters of deccased and indigent Masons.  Among the other
events of the year the elections in April and November stand
out most prominently. At the April clection 17 girls were
elected from a list of 32 approved candidates, and in October
24 from a list of 33 candidates. The total number of children
before the electors at the two ballots was 51, of whom as many
as 41 were elected into the School, while one girl who was un-
successful in April had her name removed from the list under
the law which fixes the maximum limit of age at 11 years.
Thus, of all these 51 applicants, there now remain only nine
who arc unprovided for except with the chances of winning
admission at some future ballot.  As regards the work done by
the Institution we have alrcady spoken of it as being of the
highest character, and that this is no merce assertion on our part
is shown by the particulars set forth in the Report of the
General Committee, which accompanied the Statement of
Accounts and Balance-sheet for 18¢gg.  Herein it s stated
that during the last 10 years (1889-98) out of 259 girls cntered
for the Cambridge Local Examinations 242 passed, and we may
add that of these 242 a considerable number were awarded
honours and distinctions in particular subjects.  As regards
other examinations, we are told that in 1899 32 girls
passed—some  with distinction in  various subjects—out of
40 entered  for the College of  Preceptors  Certilicate
Iixamination, and 14 out of 16 for the Junior Forms Examination.
In Music the School also distinguished itself, one girl being
awarded the Licentiate Diploma of the Royal Academy of
Music, and one passed in the Advanced Grade Examination of
the Guildhall School of Music, while of the 19 who entered for the
Local School Examinations conducted by the Associated Board
of the Royal Academy and Royal College of Music, all passed.
In the Science and Art Examinations 43 certificates were granted;
by the Royal Drawing Socicty 3r certificates; in Pitman’s
Shorthand 20 certificates; and in swimming, three prizes, lour
silver medals, and 23 certificates.  Since the issuc of the fore-
going Report, the result of the Cambridge Local Examinations in
December, 18gg, has been made known, and from this it appears
that of the 45 girls who entered 42 passed, namely, two in the

Senior Division, of whom one was awarded Second Class
Honours; 20 (out of 21) in the Junior Division—three with
Spcond Qass and two with Third Class Honours, three distinc-
tions being also awarded; and 2o (out of 22) in the Preliminary,
ol whom three took honours, while five distinctions were
awarded. One change has occurred in the Educational Staff,
Miss Emily Redgrave, who succeeded Miss Davis, having been
compelled by the breakdown of her health to resign the office of
Head Governess. Miss Redgrave was cducated in the School,
and on leaving was made a pupil-teacher, from which position
she rose to be at the head of the teaching staff. She has been
succeeded by Miss E. Hutchinson, who is also an ex-pupil, while
at the Quarterly Court in July she was, in recognition of her 31
ycars" services, awarded a pension of £100 per annum. It only
remains to add that the health of the children during the year
has been good ; that the Christmas and summer entertainments
to the girls who remained at School during the holidays were
given as usual; and that Ex-Pupils’ Day on the 3oth June was a
greater success than ever; while on Monday, the 15th October,
the Institution was honoured with a State visit by the Right
Hon. the Lord Mayor (Bro. Sir A. Newton, Bart.,, P.G.D.), who
was accompaniced by the Lady Mayoress and Bro. Alderman and
Sheriff W. V. Morgan, .G Treas., and his colleague in the
Shricevalty of London. ' '

s regards the Royal Masonic Institution for Boys, we
rejoice to say that the progress it has made during the year has
been in respect of the incidents that have marked its course a
most suceessful one. The first stone of its new premises at
Bushey was laid under Royal auspices ; its distribution of prizes
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was a brilliant gathering, and attended by the Festival Chair-
man of the year with his daughter, the Princess Margaret of
Connaught, who, in the unavoidable absence of her mother, per-
ormed the work of distribution; while, though the Duke of
Connaught was prevented at the last moment by his military
duties from fulfilhng his promisc to preside as Chairman at the
Festival, the Festival itsell was very far from being unproductive.
But the satisfaction we derive from recording these facts 13
materially lessened by the great loss which the Institution
experienced in the carly days of July by the death of Bro. Richard
Live, .G Treas., Patron and Trustee, who, from the formation of
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the Board of Managcement, in 1891, till his decease had held the
responsible poust of Chairman.  Previously he had taken an
active part in promoting the wellare, and proved himsell a gen-
erous friend, of this, and indced, of all our Central Charities.
But from the moment he became Chairman of the Boys’ School
Board, he redoubled his energy in its behall.  In whatever
he thought necessary or expedient in order to strengthen and
improve its administration ; in whatever was bf:st calculated to
make the boys happier in their School life, and fit them morally,
mentally, and physically to confront the duties and responsibi-
lities that await them on leaving their A/ma A/ater, Bro. live was
the central, dirccting, and controlling spirit. ~ From him, the
Board he presided over derived its chicfest energy ; to his wise
counsel it was indebted for its best and most scrviceable
inspirations; and by his death it has cxperienced a loss which
«ears alone will be able to repair.  Morcover, he was as kind
and courteous in his bearing towards others, as he was wise in
counsel and firm in the discharge of his duties.  He spared not
himself, when he considered his presence at the Board or at an
important function connected with the School was desirable, and
itis by no mecans unlikely that as the Prov. Grand Master of
Hants and the Isle of Wight, who knew him well, remarked at
the annual mecting of his Prov. Grand Lodge, his death was d_uc
as much to his excess of zeal as to the sickness which laid him
low. By his will he has bequeathed a considerable sum to be
divided among our Institutions, and nothing rcmains but for the
3oys’ School Exceutive to inaugurate some kind of memorial in
the shape of a “Richard Eve” Scholarship, or Prize or ngs,
that shall serve to perpetuate his uncqualled services to this
Institution.  But to continue our record.  On Saturday, the
12th May, the foundation stone of the new buildings at Bushey
was laid with full Masonic ceremonial by the Duke of Connaught,
K.G., MAV. Past Grand Master, acting on behalf of H.R.H. the
Prince of Wales, K.G., M.W.G.M,, and President of the In‘sutu-
tion. His Royal Highness was assisted by the Grand Officers,
and welcomed by Bro. W. \W. B. Beach, M.P., one of the
Trustees of the Institution, there being present to witness the
interesting spectacle some 1500 people, amongst whom were a
numerous gathering of Hertfordshire and other brethren, with
many ladies, and the Earl of Clarendon, Lord qutcnzmt,.and
other notabilitics of the county.  \When the stone was laid, a
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move was made to the site of the chapel, which is being erected
at the cost of Bro. C. L. Kevser, P.G.D. P.P.GA. Hertlordshire.
This second stone having also been laid, there was an adjourn-
ment to the marquee, in waich luncheon hadd heen provided, and
here the Duke of Connaught, the Grand Officers, the lord
Licutenant of Hertfordshire, and a number of Jadies and brethren
partook of refreshment under the genial presidency of DBro.
Richard Lve, Chairman of the Board of Management, toasts
appropriatc to the occasion being proposed, including that of his
Royal Highness's health, which was given from the Chair, and
““The Royal Masonic Institution for Boys,” \\']1}c11 tl!c Duke of
Connaught, after acknowledging his health, himscll proposcd,
and which was responded to by Dro. C. 15 Kevser, ".G.D., the
Treasurer of the Institution,  The meeting, which had proved a
brilliant success, shortly afterwards terminated, the arrangements
from beginning to end having been carried out most admirably,
while the presence of the band of the Royal Artillery and the
excellence of the programme they performed added greatly to
the pleasure of those who attended. .\ fortnight later the annual
sports were held in the playing liclds at Wood Green, and the
form exhibited by the boys that competed in the several

.

cvents showed that the physical training of the youngsters is
well looked alter.  On Friday, the 1st June, the Duke of Con-
naught, with his daughter, the Princess Margaret, as the repre-
sentative of her mother, the Duchess of Connaught, visited the
School at Wood Green, and the Princess distributed the prizes
to the successful pupils of the year—the kindness of the Princess
in fulfilling this most pleasant duty being cordially acknowledged
by the authoritics. ~ On Tuecsday, the 1oth July, the ro2nd
Anniversary Festival was celecbrated, but the Duke of
Connaught found it impossible, owing to the pressure of his
military dutics, to preside and the place of his Royal Highness
was filled, and we need hardly add, most ably filled by Karl
Amherst, M.W. Pro Grand Master, and Prov. G. Master of Kent.
The Board of Stewards was composed of 481 ladies and
brethren, and the Donations and Subscriptions raised by their
efforts amounted in the aggregate to £16,834 14s. 6d. ; London,
with 233 Stewards, contributing £8506 os. 6d.; the Provinces,
with 239 Stewards, £8136 16s. ; and Forcign Stations, with nine
Stewards, £191 17s. 8d.  The highest list included in the
London Returns was that of the Richard Eve Lodge, No. 2772,
for which our late respected brother had acted as Steward, the
subscriptions obtained by him amounting to £315. Bro. H. K.
Newton, representing the Alfred Newton Lodge, No. 2686, was
entered for £305 555 Bro. W. Oliver Smith, of the Telegraph
Cable Lodge, No. 2470, for £225 15s.; and Comp. W. H. Cole
supported by the whole body of the newly-conscerated Mizpah
Chapter, No. 1671, for £215 55. In the Provincial total, in the
compilation of which 38 Provinces took part, the Duke of
Connaught’s Province of Sussex held the place of honour with
the handsome contribution of £1395, West Yorkshire giving
4500, Surrey £474 125, Essex £478 0s., Kent £442 1s., and
Hertfordshire £427 2s. Passing from the Festival results to
thosc of the Examinations, for which sundry of “ Our Boys ” arc
cntered, we find the generous support which the School receives
is fully justifed by the excellence of the training and instruction.
At the Cambridge Locals in December, 1899, 84 boys were
entered, of whom as many as 78 succceded In obtaining
Certificates. In the Senior Division 15 passed out of 16, three
of them with second class honours, and one distinction was
awarded. In the Junior Division, 30 passed out of the 35
entered, two being placed in Honours (2nd class), and four in
Honours (3rd class), while in the Preliminary Examination all
the 33 boys that entered obtained Certificates, three distinctions
being also awarded. It is also worthy of record that the
School sent several exhibits to the English Education Exhibition,
which H.R.H. the Prince of Wales opened at the Imperial
Institute on the 5th January, and that sundry of these were
deemed worthy to be reserved for sending to the Paris Inter-
national Exhibition in May. As for the progress that is being
made with the new buildings at Bushey, it is unnccessary for us
to say more than that the work is being carried {orward as
rapidly as circumstances will permit. In short, the Institution
has fared so well that our congratulations could not have been
hearticr or more sincere had its “ pilgrim of love " accepted the
honour of knighthood and thereby rendered still more brilliant
the “ halo of glory ™ with which one of his admirers has encom-
passcd him.
PROVINCIAL AND OTHER

ASSOCIATIONS,

[n the preceding Scction of our Review of Freemasonry
during the present year we have given the leading particulars of
the work done by and the support given to our Central Masonic
Institutions, the benefits of which are open to approved candi-
dates from all parts of the English Jurisdiction. But these are
far from representing the whole of the good that is done by our
lodges and brethren in relieving the wants of our poor members
and their widows and orphan children.  Nearly cvery District
abroad has some kind of organisation supported by the volun-
tary contributions of the Craft, and specially intended to aid
those and their families who have had the misfortune to fall
upon evil days, among thosce to which our attention is most fre-
quently called being the Associations maintained by our District
Grand Lodges in India and in South Africa. At home there are
many Provinces—and the number has of late years been greatly
augmented—which have  established Benevolent and  Educa-
tional Funds or Associations, the benefits  of which  are
restricted to their own members and their families.  In this
fickd of Masonic usefulness West Lancashire with its four Insti-
tutions, known, respectively, as the Educational, Hamer, Allpass,
and Victoria Institutions, undoubtedly takes the lead. These
Provincial Charities arc lortunate in possessing amongst them
avery large amount of invested capital, while the services they
are rendering are of incalculable value in helping those who
stand sorely in need of help.,  East Lancashire, with its Syste-

CHARITABLE
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matic Masonic Educational and Benevolent Institution, also
occupies a foremost place amongst the Provinces which main-
tain these local Charities. It was to the gencrous initiative of
the late Col. Le Gendre N. Starkie, Prov. G. Master, -that the
Province is indebted for its foundation, and during all the ycars
that he ruled the Province he did all in his power to promotc its
welfare.  He presided at the one and only Festival that was
ever held in its behalfy when a sum of 44000 was subscribed lor
its maintenance, and but for the absence in South Africa of his
successor in office—DBro. the Lord  Stanley, M.P.—a sccond
Festival would have been held in the summer, when it was
hoped that such a sum might have been raised as would have
allowed the Governing Body of the Institution, not only to in-
crease its funds, but also 1o devote 1550 guincas out of the
proceeds to the puarchase of a Perpetual Presentation to the
Roval Masonic Benevolent Institution as a memorial {o their late
chief.  But we understand the project will be carried out when
the Prov. G. Master s once again in England.  Cheshire has
two such Institutions—an Educational, which has done admir-
able service during the 33 or more years it has been established,
and a Benevolent Institution, which owes its foundation to Earl
LEgerton, Past Prov. G.M. West Yorkshire started such an
Institution a few years since, while Devonshire has lor a long
time maintained in a state of efficiency its Educational and
Annuity Funds. Durham has for many ycars had an Educational
Fund, and a vear or two since founded its “ludson Bene-
volent [Fund.”  Other Institutions of a similar character
exist in Dorsctshire, Hampshire and the Isle of Wight,
North and East Yorkshire, Warwickshire, and it may be
in other Provinces as well, and, what is most gratifving
- is the fact of their being all most loyally and gencerously sup-
ported without, as far, at all events, as our past experience goes,
lessening the amounts subscribed to the Central Charities. Three
ol these organisations held high Festival during the year—the
tricnnial Festival in aid of the North and East Yorkshire Educa-
tional FFund, at which the Marquess of Zetland, Provincial Grand
Master, presided, producing o total of donations and subscrip-
tions amounting to A1o34. The first Festival of the War-
wickshire Benevolent and Pupils” Aid Fund, which was held in
the grounds of Stoncleigh Abbey—the seat of the venerable
Lord Leigh, Provincial Grand Master—on the 3rd July, produced
the lTarge total of £3155; and in September, at the annual Festi-
val, at Blackpool, of the West Lancashire Alpass Institution, a
sum of L1243 was subscribed. In addition fo these, however, there
are a number of Charity Associations organised and maintained
by Provinces and other bodies for the purpose ol affording
facilities to brethren to become Life Governors or Life Sub-
scribers of the Central Charities by gradual payments.  To this
class belong the Associations in Cambridgeshire, Staffordshire—
which did such excellent service at the time of the Boys' Cen-
tenary, and in May, when the Earl of Dartmouth, Provincal
Grand Master, occupied the chair at the Girls' School Festival—
Shropshire, North Wales, &e., while the Associations organised
from time to time by many of our lodges of Instruction in
London do cqually effective work in their several districts.
Were the materials available for showing in the ageregate what
these two classes of Masonte Charitable  Associations have
accomplished, we have no doubt the amount would  prove
considerable,
BOARD  OF  BENEVOLENCE,
The following are the number of cases relieved and the
amounts distributed among them imonth by month by the Board

KING'S
COLLEGE
HOSPITAL,

LINCOLN'S INN FIELDS, W.C.,

In the immediate neighbourhood of
many thousands of the poor.

HELP is GrexLY NEEDE.

The Hospital doors are open FREE day and night to all who ool

= aud,
. ‘ . » - 1 " oo

There ave Special Departments for Discases of the lyc, Bar, Thrab
and Skin.,

The wmual Bxpenditure, with careful ceonomy, is over £19,0C0a
while the anpual Income Trom Endowments 1s about £2’50K"
leaving the Hospital v need of Vohmtary Contributions to 1
amount of nearly £17,000 every year,

HEILPP US TO GO
AND TO GET OUT OF DEBT.
Subscriptions and Donations will be gratefully acknowledged.

o~

which is charged with the administration of our Grand Loduy
FFund of Benevolence during the period from 1st l)cccmbsr
1899, to 3oth November, 1900, namcly: Dccember, 1899,
cases relieved with £700; January, 19oo, 20 cases with 4525
February, 23 cases with £830; March, 38 cascs with £1133.
April, 25 cases with £785; May, 37 cases with £1070; June, 2,
cases with {570 July, 13 cases with £410; August, 17 casey
with £420; Scplember, 13 cases with £360; October, 38 cases
with £io15;  November, 20 cases with  £720 ; total for {h
whole period 302 cases relieved with sums amounting in th
aggregate to £8370. Comparing these with the figures
for the corresponding period of 18¢8-g, when 283 cases were
relicved with £7760, we find that there has been an increasce of
17 in the number of cases and of £780 in the total dis.
tributed.  During the corresponding 12 months of 1897-8 there
were 355 cases relieved with £gg70; in 1896-7 there were 334
cases relieved with Logooo; and in 1895-6, 352 casces relieve
with £8532. The Returns for these five years serve to convey i

|

1

an excellent idea of the work entrusted to the Board.  There |
can be little doubt that the petitions which are brought before !
it arc carclully looked into, and cach of them dealt \\'ithi
according to its merits. At the samc time, while it i
gencrally allowed that the Board is cconomical in_dispensing -
the funds at its disposal, it is cqually recognised that economy
is not the sole consideration which weighs with it, and that
where the claims of the petitioners show them to be worthy of
substantial help, such help is ungrudgingly rendered. Our
monthly reports of the Board's doings make this very clear.

MASONIC LITERATURE.

!
i

The contributions to our literature during the year have not .
been many in number, but of their merits it is well nigh im-
possible to speak too highly.  Bro. Dr. W.]. Chetwode Crawley,
Past G. Deacon of Ireland, has at length completed the task le
sct himself some five or six years ago of throwing such addi-
tional light as was possible upon the early history of Iree-
masonry in the jurisdiction of which he 1s a distinguishel
member by publishing the third and concluding Fasciculus of
his “ Ciementaria Hibernica.”  Hitherto the story of the risc
and development of Masonry in Ircland has been a most obscure
one, the leading idea being that Lord Kingston baving presided
as Grand Master over the Grand Lodge of England crossed over:;
to Ircland shortly after his vacation of that office, and out of
such materials as he found to his hand organised the Grand
lodge of Ircland, and was himscll installed as its first Grand
Master, the date ordinarily assigned to these cvents being the
year 1730.  But Bro. Crawley, by his indefatigable rescarches,
has been able to show that there was a Grand Lodge of Ireland
already established in Dublin in 1725, and what is of sill
greater importance, that the existence of Freemasonry wis a
matter of common knowledge—at all events among 1w
graduates and undergraduates of Trinity College, Dubhin—:s |
far back as 1688, Thus the whole face of carly Irish Mascnic
development has been altered, and if Bro. Crawley has a mnd |
to prosccute his labours still further, we may reasonably hepe
that he will be successful in dispelling more of the obscurity it
which the establishment of the Cralt in Ireland has been envelop -
In our review of the Third Fasciculus shortly after its publi-
tion a few months since, we drew attention Lo its princi;l
contents, among which let it suffice il we mention here e
reproduction of Spratt's Constitutions of 1751, and a list of oe
Grand Officers of the Grand Todge of Ireland from 172510 100

7,087 e ol wecident were treated last vear.

o
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this being the first attempt made to compile any such list since
the publication of Spratt’s work. The value of this catalogue
may be judged from the fact that no name has been admitted
into it ““except on documentary evidence, derived at first hand
from contemporancous public or private sources.” Indeed, the
work is of such a character that it is barely possible to
estimate the extent to which the whole Craft, but more
especially in Ireland, is under obligation to the author for what
he has accomplished—at the cost of what labour it is easier to
imagine than to describe.  Another work that has seen the
light during the present year is the ‘“ Tercentenary Edition " of
the “History of the Lodge of Edinburgh (Mary’s Chapel),
No. 1,” compiled by Bro. D). Murray Lyn, G. Secretary of the
Grand Lodge of Scotland. The carlier edition was published
in 1873, and by way of commemorating the tercentenary in the
summer of 1899 of the carlicst extant minutes of this venerable
lodge, Bro. Lyon, at the request of the members, has continued
his history to the present time, strictly {ollowing on the lines of
the criginal work by introducing all such particulars as were
calculated to throw additional light on the history of -Masonry
throughout the whole of Scotland.  We have so recently
reviewed the book that we need not do more here than
repeat our congratulations to Scottish brethren gencerally on the
publication of so valuable a record of their doings, and to Bro.
Lyon himself on his ability to carry out successfully so laborious
a work at his advanced age and in the midst of all the exacting
duties and responsibilities of his office.  There is also another
work on the issuc of which during the ycar we may justly con-
cratulate ourselves.  We allude to “ French Prisoners’ Lodges,”
from the pen of Bro. John T, Thorp, P. Prov. G.\V. of Leicester-
shire and Rutland, the able Seccretary of that rising literary
lodge—the “ Lodge of Research,” No. 242g, Leicester. The
hook contains what its author modestly describes as “ A Briel
Account of Twenty-six Lodges and Chapters of I‘rcemasons,
established and conducted by French Prisoners of War in
Ingland and clsewhere between 1756 and 1814, and is illus-
trated by a number of plates, giving facsimile reproductions of
certificates and other documents, lodge seals, &c., &c., &e. The
subject is not entirely new, but Bro. Thorp by the fulness with
which he has gone into it and the amount of authentic informa-
tion he has unecarthed may be said to have made it almost
entirely his own. At all events, he can have compiled it only
after much patience and labour, and has shown great ability and
care in the arrangement of his material.  We have also, quite
recently, received Yol IN. of “Quatuor Coronatorum Autigrapha,”
heing “ The Book of the Fundamental Constitutions and Orders
of the Philo Musicar et Architecturie Societas, London, 1725-
1727 "—a most valuable Reprint, with Introduction and Notes
by Bro. W, Harry Rylands, I'.S.A,, P.A.G.D.C.; illustrated with
Plates and Faesimiles; and edited by Bro. G. \W. Speth,
PAGD.C. As Bros. Thorp and Rylands are Englsh Masons,
and - Bros. Dr. Crawley and Murray Lyon belong to the
brish and  Scottish” Grand Lodges respectively, the  three
Masonic jurisdictions info  which the United  Kingdom is
parcelled out have cach of them a share, and an appreciable
share, in the literary honours of the year.

As regards our scrial publications, the principal are, as
heretofore for some few years, “ Ars Quatuor Coronatorum,
or the Transactions of the Quatuor Coronati Lodge, No. 2076,"”
and the Proceedings of the “ Ladge of Research,” No. 2429,
Leicester, the former being still as ably edited as ever by its
Secretary, Bro, G. W, Speth, P.AG.D.C,, and containing papers

of as great literary merit, while the task of editing the latter
remains in charge of Bro. Thorp, who not only discharges his
duty with the same ability and courtesy as in the past, but also
finds time to compile such intcresting books as the “ French
Prisoners” Lodges,” to which reference has been made above,
and other historical books. As for the Freemason, we can say
no more than that we value most highly the kindly considera-
tion we have received during the year {rom the ever-increasing
number of our friends, and supporters, and that we shall sparc
no effort to deserve in the future a continuance of that generous
encouragement which they have uniformly extended towards us
in the past.

OBITUARY.

The roll of deaths is, we arc glad to say, not excessively
long, but among those who have passed away arc many who
held high rank in the Craft, and who had rendered valuable
services.  Two Provincial Grand Masters claim our first atten-
tion—the Earl of Radnor, who was appointed Provincial Grand
Master and Grand Superintendent of Wiltshire in 18g1, in
succession to the late Lord Mecthuen, and who was also head of
the Mark Degree in the same province; and Sir Hedworth
Williamson, Bart., who had presided over Cralt and Royal Arch
Masonry in Durham for about 15 years, having been appointed
successor to the latz Marquis of Londonderry in 1885, \We also
have to regret the loss of the Earl of Londesborough, who served
as Senior Grand Warden in 1860, and had always taken a deep
interest in Freemasonry, not only in his Province of North and
Ilast Yorkshire, of which he was a Past Prov. S.G. Warden,
and London, where he helped to found and presided as first
W.AL over the well-known Drury Lane Lodge, No. 2127, but
also in United States Masonry, onc of his latest and most
thoughtful acts in connection with which was his sending a
memorial wreath to be placed on the monument of General
Washington in celebration of the centenary of that distinguished
brother’s death on the r4th December of last year.  And there
arc yet two others of equal rank—the late Bro. Sir Gabriel
Goldney, Bart., on whom, in 1887, the M.W.G, Master was
pleased to confer the position of Past Grand Warden, and who
for many years had held the important office of Deputy Prov.
Grand Master of Wiltshire; the Earl of Portarlington, S.G.
Warden in 1897, and a leading Dorsctshire Mason ; and the
Farl of Donoughmore, S.G. Warden in 1876, In January
there occurred the death of Bro. the Rev. R. J. Simpson, M.AJ,
who served as Grand Chaplain in the years 1867 and 1808, and
who took an active part in the proceedings of Grand Lodge,
while early 1n July, Bro. Richard Eve, who was elected Grand
Treasurer in 1887, but will be best remembered by his signal
services as Chairman, from the date of its formation till his death,
of the Board of Mapagement of the Royal Masonic Institution
for Boys. Among other Past Grand Oflicers whose loss we have
to deplore are Bros. Sir AL L Bevan, late Sheriff of London, who
was clected G. Treasurer in 18997 A, Stewart Brown, IF.R.C.S,,
Past ;. Deacon, who sacrificed his life in the heroic attempt to
to save that of a man who fell into the sea at Boulogne; Sir I°, G.
M. Boileau, Bart,, P.G.D. and G. Superintendent, Norfolk; C.
I1. Driver, Past G, Supt. of Works; John Lane, who dicd on the
3oth December, 1899, and, therefore, subsequently to the publi-
cation of our last Christmas annual, who was made Past A.(1.D.C,
of England in 1893 and presented with the clothing of his rank in
recognition of his valuable services to Masonic hterature by the
compilation of his “ Masonic Records,” and the presentation of
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the copyright to Grand Lodge; John Fenwick, Past A.G.IN.C,
and for many years District Grand Scerctary ol Queensland ;
Benj. Kelly Thorpe, P.G. Std. Br., Howard Il. Room, Past
G. Std. Br., and formerly Prov. Grand Secretary of Middlesex;
Sir A. Sullivan, Past G. Org.; Walter Martin, Past A.G.
Purst.; L. F. Littell, P.G.P.: and George Graveley, P.G.P.
The Order of the Sccret Monitor has to lament the death
of its founder and first G.S. Ruler in the person of the
late Bro. Dr. I. Zacharie, while Bro. John James, Past Dep.
Grand Master of the United Grand Lodge of Victoria,
and our representative to it has also died.  Among Provincial
Officers and others must be mentioned Bros. George Balmford,
Past Prov. G. Organist of N. and E. Yorkshire; J. E. Henne-
mayar, Past Prov. G. Warden Essex: W.D. Henderson, Past
Prov. G. Reg. North \Wales; G. B. Smallpicce, P.P.G. Treas.
Surrey; A, M. Levy, P.P.AGD.C. Surrey; R W. Leadbitter,
P.P.G.D. N. and E. Yorkshire. Among others are Bros. T. B.
Daniell, P.AL. No. 781, a most gencrous supporter of all our
Charities, but mor¢ especially of our Royal Masonic Bencvolent
Institution; E. J. Grubb, P.M., P.Z.; A. Penfold, P.\M.,P.Z.;
R. H. Crowden, P.M., ’.Z.; Alderman C. H. Lowpyof DBristol,
P.M.; W. H. Kidson, P.M. No. 2611; John Fitzgerald, PM.,
P.7Z.; Robert.Sarson, P.M. No. 192; F. B. Geary, P.M.,, P.Z.;
F. H. Ebsworth, P.M. No. 1178; E. I B. Fuller, P.M. No.
1657; Col. Heaton, P\, P.Z. No. 1260; the Rev. Professor
Shuitleworth, I>.M. No. 2369; and Major Eustace Andrews,
P.\M.  Others, too, have passed away, of whom no record has
reached us; but cven as it is, the list is a formidable one and
includes many who, as we have said, were never weary of doing
such service as they could render to IFreemasonry and its
cherished Institutions.

SCOTLAND.

There arc few brethren who will not readily allow that the
proceedings during the closing year of the 1gth century of the
Craft north of the Tweed have shed additional Tustre upon the
Grand Todge of Scotland and its Provincial and DPrivate
Lodges. Greater prominence than usual has latterly been given
to the affairs of Scottish Masonry in conscquence of the
announcement that Bro. 1), Murray Lyon, who was elected
Grand Scerctary carly in 1877, had, owing to the weight of
advancing years, found it necessary to resign office, while Bro.
the Hon. James Hozier, M.DP., the present Grand Master Mason
of Scotland, has publicly stated that when Bro. Lyon entered
upon his dutics Grand Lodge was in debt to the extent of about
£20,000, whereas now it was possessed of property of the value
of nearly (8o,co0o. Noris it alone in its financial state that
improvcincnt has taken place. More than 300 lodges have
been warranted since the date of Bro. Lyon's appointment.
The Scottish Craft is better organised, its laws have been
greatly amended, and its affairs are far better administered. An
Annuity IF'und has also been established in connection with Grand
Lodge, and gencrally it may be said that in all directions and in
all matters of moment progress and prosperity have been the
order of the day during the whole of this period; and though
Bro. Lyon would be the last to claim the entire merit of the
change, there can be no doubt that he, with the  gencrous

assistance and - encouragemont of the distinguished brethren
who have successively presided over Freemasonry in Scotland,
has been the principal factor in bringing it about. During all
this period he has laboured as few would have known how to
labour, and with a success which fewer still would have been
able to command.  Nor has the closing year of his official life
proved the least honourable to himsell or the least beneficial
to the Society he has served so (aithfully.

During the year Grand Lodge has met in Quarterly Com-
munication, as usual, in the months of February, May, August,
and November, and for the celebration of its Grand [Festival on
the 3oth of the [ast-named month, while on the 13th of this
present December it will hold a special meeting for the purpose
of clecting asuccessor to Bro. Lyon. At the February meeting,
the accounts for the year ending 3oth November, 18¢g, showed
avery large surplus of income over expenditure, the former
amounting to £6.466 and the latter 1o Lzg1o. In consequence the
General FFund was returned at £43,103, while the Benevolent
Fund amounted to £7918 and the Annuity to £27,814, exclusive
of the sum duc to it on the vear from Grand Lodge. The
income for the quarter to 31st January showed a surplus over
expenditure of £1092. Charters for five lodges were agreed to
be issued, one for alodge in Perthshire East, and the others for
lodges in Queensland and West Australia. At the meeting on
the 3rd May the standing orders having been suspended, the
Grand Master moved an address expressive of their abhorrence
of the attempt upon the life of H.R.IL the Prince of Wales,
Patron of all Scottish Freemasonry, and of their thanklulness
to the Almighty for the providential escapeof his Royal Highness.
Sundry changes among the rulers of Provinces were adopted on
the recommendation of the Grand Committee, the most notable
being the appointment of Lord Northcote, Governor of Bombay, to
be Grand Master of All Scottish IFreemasonry in India, in succes-
sion to Lord Sandhurst, resigned.  In August, before Grand
[Lodge met, a bust of Lord Saltoun, Past Grand Master, was pre-
sented to Lady Saltoun, and an address of sympathy with the
Prince of Wales on the loss he had sustained by the death of his
brother, the Duke ol Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, was unanimously voted,
and both this and the address on the Prince’s escape from
assassination have been gracefully acknowledged by his Royal
Highness.  But, perhaps, the most memorable gathering of the
year was that which took place on Sunday, the 4th February,
when the Grand Master, with his officers and the members of
many metropolitan and country lodges, were present at Divine
service in St Giles's Cathedral, Edinburgh, and a sermon was
preached in aid of tne War Fund heing raised by the Lord Provost
of Edinburgh, Madame Ella Russcell, the gifted prima donna, who
gave her services on the occasion, travelling from London to
Ldinburgh for the purpose of being present, while the civic
dignitaries and the general officer commanding in Scotland were
likewise in attendance, the congregation being estimated at
between 3000 and 4000, while the sum - yielded by the ofiertory
ultimately reached not far short of £60o.  Another meeting of
scarcely less interest was held on the 22nd September, when the
Grand Master laid with Masonic ceremonial the memorial-stone
of the restoration of Brechin Cathedral.  On his arrival from
Ldinburgh, Bro. Hozier and the deputation from Grand Lodge
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that accompanied him were enterlained at luncheon by the
Executive Committee, alter which he made his first visitation to
the Provincial Grand Lodge of Forfarshire, which had previously
assembled under the presidency of Bro. James Berry, Provincial
Grand Master.  Having expressed his satisfaction with the
reports and books which had been sent to.Edinburgh {or.his
inspection, the Grand Master gave his attention to the principal
event of the day, and a procession, consisting of between 300
and 4oo brethren, having been formed, and marched through the
city to the site in full regalia, the ceremony was duly and
impressively performed in the presence of a large concourse of
seople.  Amongst other notable cvents we may mention the
Grand Visitation, in January, to the Province of Aryshire, when
the Grand Master attended the centenary banquet of Ayr St.
Paul Lodge, No. 204, of which Bro. Murray Lyon, the Grand
Sccretary, is the oldest member; the visitation to Perthshire
West, when in the Masonic Hall, Perth, the M.W. Grand Master
installed Bro. Captain C. H. Graham Stirling, of Strowan, as
Prov. Grand Master, 2/¢e the late Colonel Stirling Kippendavic ;
the visit to Stirlingshire on 22nd June, when the Grand Master
laid the foundation-stone of the Dobbie Hall at Stenhousemiur
with full Masonic ceremonial, the event being preceded by the
entertainment at dinner at the Plough Inn of Bro. Hozier and
his officers and a number of other guests by Major Dobbie, to
whose munificence the town is indebted for the crection of its
new Hall; and a three days’ Masonic Bazaar at Rothesay in the
month of Angust in aid of a fund for crecting a Masonic Hall,
the Bazaar being opened on the first day by the Lord Advocate
of Scotland, Bro A. Graham Murray, Q.C., M.P.,, and on the
second and third days by Bro. Sir Charles Dalrymple, of New-
hailes, Bart., M.P., Past Grand Master of Scotland, and Prov.
Grand Master of Argyleshire and the Isles, the amount realised
being upwards of £050.
death must be mentioned those of Bro. James W. Smith, Past
Grand Master of All Scottish Freemasonry in India, in July, and
Bro. S. Constantine Burke, District Grand Master of Jamaica, in
May ; but the greatest loss of all—though happily not by death
—is that of the services of Bro. D. Murray Lyon as Grand Sec-
retary.  To this, which will be felt for some time, we have before
referred ; but, as showing the high appreciation in which those
services are held, it should be mentioned that Grand lLodge, on
the recommendation of its Grand Committee, has unanimously
agreed that Bro. Lyon shall enjoy the full emoluments ol his
office as a pension for the remaining years of his life.  His long
carecr as a Grand Officer and his valuable works as a Masonic
historian—to the latest of which we refer under the head of
“ Masonic Literature ”—well merit this gencrous recognition.

It only remains for us to add that during the year charters
have been issued for 11 new lodges, of which two are located at
home and nine Abroad.

IRELAND.

The Craft in the sister kingdom has had its full share of the
prosperity which has been the fortunate lot of Masonry throughout
the whole of the Dritish Empire,  Indeed, owing to the visit of
the Queen to the Irish capital in the spring of the year it has
had opportunitics of testifying to its unbounded loyalty and
devotion to her Majesty which have been denied to the other
jurisdictions.  As to its prosperity, we have the public state-
ment made by no less distinguished a personage than the Duke
of Abercorn, M.W.G. Master, at the dedication of the new
Masonic [all at Lurgan, on the 2nd November, to the effect that

Among the principal losses through

I8

Masonry i [reland was “in a most flourishing condition,” as
was shown, lirstly, by the large number of additional members
they were from time to time receiving into their ranks, and
sccondly, by the gratilying support which was being so generously
extended towards their Masonic Girls” and Boys' Schools, and he
cited, as an illustration of what was being done, that during the
previous week a concert had heen held in Derry, which had
rcalised in their behall between £8o and £ 100 net. His Grace
added very appropriately that “it must be a matter of great
satisfaction that thosc who enjoyed the good things of this
world should be able to contribute to the various organisations
and associations towards rendering happier the lives of those
children who, through no cause of their own, had lost parents ;”
that “ the cases brought before the Governors of the Institution
were sometimes most pitiable ;7 and that he considered it was
a good thing that they should be able to educate 106 girls and
about So boys in those splendid cstablishments.”  After such
evidence as this, coming as it does from the highest and most
authoritative quarter, it 1s scarcely necessary to repeat that Irish
Masonry has had its full share of prosperity during the year.

Among the cvents ol the year the most important is the
Special Communication of Grand Lodge on the 3rd April, when
a dutiful Address to her Majesty the Queen was voted by
acclamation on the occasion of her visit to Dublin, and this
Address was presented to her Majesty in person about a fort-
night later by his Grace the Duke of Abercorn, M.W.G. Master,
and Bro. Sir James Creed Meredith, LL.D., Dep. G. Master.
On the 24th of the same month her Majesty was graciously
pleased to show her intcrest in the Irish Craft, by visiting
the Masonic Female Orphan School, Balls Bridge, not only the
Girls and their Governesses being present for the Queen's
inspection, but also the pupils of the Orphan Boys’ School, who
were also invited to participate in the honour thus shown by
her Majesty to the Masonic Institutions of Ireland. In June, on
the cccasion of the mecting in Dublin of the Association of
Municipal Corporations, those members of it who were
Masons were invited to attend the Grand Lodge of Instruc-
tion, and had the opportunity of seeing a candidate initiated
by Bro. Dr. Chetwode Crawley, the Grand Secretary of the
lodge and Lord Justice IitzGibbon; and when the work was
over and the Grand Lodge of Instruction closed, they were most
hospitably entertained by Grand Lodge in its new and handsome
banqueting hall.  We have already referred to the meeting at
Lurgan on the 2nd November, when the M.\W.G. Master dedi-
cated the new hall erccted for the usc of the three lodges held
in the town, but in addition, there was on the 1oth April a
notable gathering at Limavady, where the foundation stone of a
new hall was laid by Bro. Sir James Creed Meredith, Dep. G.M.
We have already referred at some length under the head of
“ Masonic Literature,” to the publication of Bro. Dr. Chetwode
Crawley's most important work—“ C:iementaria Hibernica "—
and, therefore, we need not say more than that nothing of late
years has reflected greater lustre on Irish I"rcmnasonry\than the
compilation of this valuable addition to the highest class of litera-
ture devoted to the Craft. Among other events that have occurred
during 1900, we note, with regret, the death, in January, of Bro.
Sir William Miller, Dep. Prov. G.M. of Derry and Donegal ;
and the presentation of a testimonial to Bro. Thomas I’. Cal-
laghan, Sccrctnry.of Lodge No. 75, Dublin, whom we warmly
congratulate on this proof of the esteem in which he is held by
its members,

As regards new lodges, it is difficult (o say anything (l(:linitc,
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as they are assigned places on the Register, whose numbers are
vacant instcad of being added as fresh numbers at the end, but
we have noticed some half-a-dozen, which we doubt not will
prove worthy of the privileges they are permitted to enjoy.

THE COLONIES, &c.

The principal event of the year has been the (ormation of
an independent Grand Lodge of West Australia, but the cir-
cumstances attending  this [oxmatxon arc somewhat unusual.
The othcmndcpcndent Grand Lodges which have been established
in our Australasian Colonies during the last 15 years, namely,
those of South Australia, New South Wales, Victoria, Tasmania,
and New Zealand, have in each case heen compose(l of lodges
of the English, Irish, and Scottish Constitutions, while in NC\\
South Wales and Victoria, the local Grand Lodges also took part
in the cstablishment. Hut i West ;\us!m]ia, the Jodges of
Scottish and Irish origin have held aloof from the movement
altogether, and Lhouoh the time will no doubt come, when the
\ho’xc body of W est Australian Masonry will be 1anwcd under
the banner of one United Grand Lodge, the present oxmmxsanon
is composed entirely of lodges formerly on the £ whsh Register,

together with such lodges as may have been warranted since by
thc new Grand Lodge.  However, there is no need to give a full
account of the circumstanas The English Craft in 1hc Colony
were practically unanimous in their dcsnc for mduponduuc
and on the 27th February, Bro. Sir Gerard Smith, Past Grand
Warden of England, District Grand Master of West Australia,
was formally installed in office as MAV. Grand Master, the cere-
mony being performed by the Iord Dishop of Perth, Bro. the

Right lion C. O. L. Riley, DD, Past Grand Ump)nm (Eng.),
:md at the Quarterly C ommummtlon of United Grand Lodge on
the 7th March, recognition was accorded to the new body, \\hu h
cven at this cml) stage of its existence has had its share of good
fortune.  In Que cu\land which is now the only \ll\ll(lld\l{ll\
Colony that retains its connection with the Grand Todges of the
United Kingdom, progress has been the order of the day, hut
this has been evidenced not so much by the constitution of new
lodges, of which only one or two have been added to the roll,
as ()y the greater care thal is be ing taken in the administration of
District (n.m(l Lodge and the stricter obscrvance of the law.
There is, however, one very serious loss the District lns sustained
through the doath of that highly respected Mason, Bro. John
IFenw Id\, who had fuifilied the arduous dutics of Dlslrut Grand
Scerctary for fully @ quarter ola century, and in 187, in respect
of his great services, was honoured with the brevet of Past
A.G.D.C. Tappily, an able successor to him has been found in
3ro. B L Courtenay Luck, Past D.GAV  who, evenin the shart
time he has been i harness, has established himself in the
m)od\\ il of the C m(t As for the veteran District Grand Master,
Bro. the Hon. Aug. C. Gregory, CALGL, who 1s far-and-away lhv
senor of our DNH(L Grand Masters—having been dppomtcd
over 38 vears ago—he appears to be as full of vigour and
activity as cver. \lamnr)' has also done well under 1hc Irish
and Scotlish Constitutions.

In South Africa, the War has necessarily had a depressing
cffect upon the work of Masonry, which is esse bially a peace ful
organisation.  In the District of the Transvaal, which, until the
outhn ak of hostilities had been making such progress wnder its

able chief, Bro, George Richards, l)l.sl. G, the Jodges have

SUspe ade d work, nar can we loak for any great revival of
activity until peace is restored” and people have ance again
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settled to their old habits of hfe.  In Natal, which has also
suffered terribly by the military operations that have been carried
on for the greater part of the vear, things have not been much
better but mectings were held in L:\d\ \m)th and Mafceking even
(Iuring'lh(- time (h(‘_\ were being besicged by the Boer armics,
bat the proceedings were by no means free from danger, as the
reports have shown which it has been our privilege to publish
from time to time in our columns.  Nor, we are pleased to say,
has the influence which Masonry is able to exercise even in time
of war, been incffectual in saving bloodshed, and though the
Joers looted and destroved property of all kinds, yvet more than
one instance has been recorded in which buildings known to be
devoted to Masonie purposes have been saved from destruction
and guards placed over them to prevent them from being pillaged.
Necessarily too, the Eastern Central, and Western 1)1.\11 1cts of
Cape Colony have also suffered, though to a far lesser extent,
In Mayv, a Masonic service was held i St. George's Cathedial,
Grahamstown, i which the English Lodges, Albany, No. 389,
and St. Joln's Lodge, No. 828, and the St Andrew's Lodge No.
651, under the Sceottish Constitution, took part; while carly in
September, Bro. Thomas Cook, Dist. Grand Mark Master of
Natal, had the pleasure of conseerating the Ladysmith Mark
lLodge, No. 528, which but for the outhreak of theé War would
have been conseerated during the autumn of 1899, We are
also glad to record that three lod(w\ have been added to the roll
of the Distriet Grand Lodge of South Alrica {E.D.), one of them
heing named after Bro. Field-Marshal Lord Roberts, and the
other after her Majesty’s High Commissioner for South Africa—
Sir Alfred Milner,” We have also had the satisfaction of com-
menting very favourably upon the admirable work that has been

done un(h orthe auspices of the Port Elizabeth Masonic Educational
Scheme,

In India, things have gone extremely well and notwithstanding
the dificultios \\hu h l(\dm s experience in respeet of members b\
the sudden transier of officers and members from one station to
another, they seem to have well maintained their strength,. Bengal,
which is the largest District, has had two additions sanctioned to
its roll in the North of (1001 a and Koil Lodges, Nos. 2830 and
2831, respectively, and the I\.l}pul ana Lodge, No. 2800, has been
warranted in the Bomb: av District, and thu Excelsior Lodge, No,
2832, Dagshad, in that of the Punjab.  The various Educational
Assoctations that have been established in Bengal, Bombay, and
elsewhere, have also been able by reason of the generous xuppmt
(lu _\ receive from the lodges and brethren, to continue the

celfent they have been engaged in sinee their establishment,
\\ ¢ must not, however, omit to mention that Lord Sandharst,
on completing his term of service as Governor of Bombay,
resigned the appointments he held as Pro District Grand Master
and ‘Grand Master of all Scottish Freemasonry in India, and having
regard to the very deep interest he took in the work of the Cr: Wt
under both Constitutions, and the services he was able to render
to them both, there is no doubt that his departure for home was
the subject of sincere regret to all the brethren; the thanks and
other compliments that were paid him testify to the respeet and
esteem in which he was held. However, it is some shght con-
solation to them that his suceessor in the Governorship of the
Presidency—Lord Northeote—is also a distinguished Mason, and
has been eleetd s suceessor in \I.N)m_\ under the Grand
Lodges of England and Scotland. Tt is also worthy of note that
the newlv-appointed Governor of Madras is a Mason of high
rank at home s we allude, of course, to Lord Ampthill, who is
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Prov. Grand Master of Bedfordshire, and. doubtless, this fact
will enhance the fame which the Craft already enjoys in the
Madras Presidency.  Lastly, Bishop Welldon, of Caleutta, the
Metropolitan of India, has shown his interest in Masonry by
delivering an address on the grave and gay aspects of the Crait.
Thus with Masonic Governors and Church Dignitaries, Judges and
administrators of Provinces, and Military Officers, holding high
positions in the Socicty, it would be strange mdeed if Masonry
in India were not held in high estimation. among both the
European and native populations.  In the West Indics, too, there
has been greater activity than we are wont to hear of, but hcrg‘,,
while new lodges have been conscerated or warranted, there 1s
also the death of Bro. S. Constantine Burke, Dist. G.M. of
Jamaica, under Scotland, to deplore, a special communication of
District Grand Lodge being held on the 31st May, to pay due
respect to his memory.  The death of Bro. James W. Smith,
Past Grand Master of All Scottish Freemasonry in India, has
already been noticed, but our record of Colonial Masonry would
be less complete, if we omitted to refer to the loss which his
death has caused in Bombay more particularly.

The JFuodge:

OR

Conscience=Strichen.

By Prow, I. W, DRIVER, M.A,, PAL 45, P.Z, 742,
Author of “The Noble Soul,” * God’s Flowers) *“A
Ierotsm,” “ Lhe Sulbmerged City,” * Repaid,” §e., §e.

Womai's

The following poem is founded on actual fucts, as velated in the
Criminal Records of the Northern Circnit (Kngland), abont 100

years aga i~—

At northern eity, many years agy,

In solemn conrt of justice there was held

A Murder Trial—heinous was the crime—

The culprit a young man, whose pleasing face
Seemed to evince impossible the deed

He had committed; but, alas! slowly,

Yet surely, did the links of evidence

Form chain complete of cireumstantial gnilt.
The prisoner’s counusel, warily, did watch

The fatal fucts unravelled one by one—

Yet could not find a flaw—the crime bronght home.
His only hope, a quibble of the law.

The judges, patient, heard the counsel's plea,

In wisdom duly weighed it, but they proved

Tt was nnstable, so refased the rule,

With solemn dignity the jndge reviewed

The evidence, as tendered by the crown,
Showed there was no defence that counld rebut
The proofs convineing of the prisoner’s guilt—
Yet, 'twas for them the jury to decide—

If in their minds there harbonred the least doubf,
Their duty plainly was, upon their oaths,

To grant acquittal of the dreadful erime.

The jury then, dismissed {o their grave tusk,

A death-like silence reigned throughout the conrt.
Few words were spoken, and ‘in undertone.

The weight of deep suspense was felt by all s
The minutes slowly passed—an howr was gone;
The evening shadows lengthened on the (loor.
All Jonged to hear, yet dreaded the yesult;

For life or death wonld hang upon the words
Their foreman uttered. Then a knock is heard
Upon. the door, whicl slowly apened wide.

With measured step the jury, issuing forth,
Again eame into conrt—uo need to ask

Their verdict, for their saddened looks proelim,
The word of doom, which fell from foreman’s lips,
The unhappy man, who heard his death knell rang,
- Stumned by the sudden Dlow, no answer mude
To Clerk of Arraigns, who, formal, asked

What reason could the prisoner allege

Why sentence should not pass, in course of law,
The last act of the tragedy drew near;

"Twas for the judge presiding to pronounce

The penalty demanded by the faw,

As expintion for the deed of blood.

Silence the nsher, with grave voice, prociaimed.
With fearful expectation, one and all,

Await the words of doom, which should consign
The murderer to a publie, shameful death.
Amazement seized the conrt, for from his seat
The judge uprose, his pale and ghastly face
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Evineed the mental anguish that he felt.
With ealm, deliberate act, his ermined robe
He haid aside, descended from the bench,
Then, with uncertain, falteving steps he came
Unto the dock, wherein the prisoner stood.
He said to officer, “Ope wide the door”—
"“My‘}m’d.”’ “Qbey me, ’tis my Iast command.”
The judge, forthwith, by prisoncr took his stand—
An awlul pause ensned, for no one daved
As yob to speak—the jndge the silence broke.
“My lord, and, nntil now, my brother judge,
Yqu see before you, in the prison dock,
His fitting place, a gnilty wretch whose crime
Kixceeded far the conviet by my side—
He, in revenge for wrongs he had received,
In blood of neiglibour had his hands embrued.
But I, far worse than he, throngh Inst of gold
flew a kind master, and a generous friend.
Let me, in open comt, confess my crime,
Permit me, briefly, to narrate the facts,
And show how ’twas the devil tempted me,
Some thirty years ago I was engaged
In office of a well-known barrister,
To keep the daily record of his work,
Note his cugagements, and observe that he
His multifarions daties shonld falfil,
Prompted by kinduess of his generouns heavt,
He helped me legal knowledge to acquire
So I, ab last, becume of use to him,
Shared freely in his confidence and trust—
More as companion than mere lawyer's clerk,
Attended him on cirenit, fees received,
And all inenmbent business would discharge,
One carly morn on horseback we set forth
To reach assize town, many miles away ;
Packed in a valise to my charge he gave
A heavy sum of gold he had received
Durving the civeait now about to close.
That morning we had lef6 nnknown to all,
For master was reserved; and kept aloof
From those of his profession, and, indeed,
Save in the way of business, knew but few.
The way was lonely, nor considered safo—-
Kuights of the road were said to levy toll
On loue and wasuspeeting travellers.
To be prepaved in ease of sudden need
‘I& l;mcc] of loaded pistols in my belt
vaced, consprenons warniue, sure 3
\Vlllo n)i:"ht (Ii:it'"‘l(lmlj) ‘l‘.(')lll)”(‘)1;\-1;“:“.““,.to (hose
g o rder us.
Some distance we had journeyved on onr way-—
My master rode in front and’ | hehind,
No ane iu sight, then came the hoveid thonght
How casy “twere to make the gold my own,
"Pwas but an ald wan'’s dife that infervened—
Thus did the devil tempt me and 1 fell
From innocence to the abyss of guilt;
No guardian angel stayed my gnilty hand—
I drew a pistal, shot him in the l):'urk,
And s he fell in agony of death,
He pitying gazed upon his mmederer;
Ever sinee then that mild reproachinl look
Has hannted me alike by night or day—
But action now immedinte must ensno—-
The corpse T vifled first and then destroyed
All tell-tale papers, and with heavy stones
I sank the body in & weighbonring pond,
His hovse | shot, I dare not fet Iiim Tive,
The guilty deed T feared he might betray,
All unobserved T hastened to my horse
With plunder added to the enrsed gold,
TFor which I hartered future h:qnpit;ess.
Arvived at sea-port, there my steed 1 sold,
At ouce set out for London, for awhile,
Obscurely Tived wuder another nume-—
']l?;.:gngcd.]in f](:gnl' shu'li(-s,v and ]{L‘(.‘{l)”(“
pupil of & well-known harister,
Rapid my progress, for by night and day
I worked incessantly to drown my tlmnl_;:hts
[ dreaded most the night, for in‘my dreeams
I saw my waster’s pale )-vprn:n:hfull face ;
Then would I wake in tereor from my hed,
Huaste to my books to dissipate my fonrs.
By slow degrees and by the ]npsu' of time,
My guilty conscience slumbered, | conld rest;
Three years in study I had passed, was funed
For legal knowledge and for acumen,
Called to the Bar, scon, by a hieky chanee,
I won as pleader an important ease ;
Since then sneeess was rapid, [ beeame
Legal adviser to the Crown, the sfep
Assured towards the Bench, not long delayed,
You know yonrsclf full well, my Lowd. [ won
Golden opinions from the legal world

b
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No one against my jndgments has appealed,
And honoured thus I might have spent my life
Had not I presided at this trial,
I thought, indeed, my conscience was at rest,
No more to trouble me—it has awaked,
It urges me with force beyond control
To make this full confession of my guilt,
Submit to the just sentence of the law,
The only expiation of my crime
For” which no palliation can he made.
Pardon on Earth you must not, darve not grant;
Deep my repentance, though it sudden seems,
My only hope of pardon is in Heaven.
T pray, my Lovd, my trial may be bricf,
"Tis in your power to name a speedy time.
This is the last reguest that 1 would make
Of you, my former Friend and fellow Judge.”
He ceased—horvor and pity scen in every face
Tvinced how deep men's feelings were aroused;
Tears in his eyes, with broken specch, the Judge—
“ Unhappy man, who self-convicted stands,
Accused of foulest murder, you well know
Death is the penalty of crime like yours.
Your sad reqnest I grant, a pitying proof
Of the esteem and friendship which T held,
Your trial shall take place without delay ;
1 cannot be your Judge; one will be found
To take my place, dread sentence to pronounce.
May Heaven have mercy on your guilty soul!
On you, young man, who now convicted wait,
T shall defer your sentence for awhile.
Use well the time I grant you; pardon seck
Trom the offended Majesty of Heaven.
The Court adjowrned; remove the prisoners.”
In a few days, the evidence complete,
Assistance given hy the prisoner,
He was committed hy a magistrate
To take his trial at the Assizes

* Then being held; proccedings very brief;
The prisoner testilied against himself,
Nought was now left but sentence to prononuce
Against him, and the conviet in the dock,
Whose doom had been by former Judge deferred,
Tt was deeveed that hoth should suffer death
On carly morn outside the public jail
On that day fortnight. Leave was freely given
"lat hoth, well,watched, should oceupy one cell.
The elder, deep repentant, earnest songht
To win the young man's confidence; he urged
Confession and repentance of his crime,
"The only means he conld free pardon gain.
Tlardened at first, his heart at last was touched—
Then, side by side, they knelt in earnest prayer
That God to them His saving grace would grant.
Assured of pardon, each sustaining each,
They met their doom with resignation. |
Oh! may we trust the Gates of Merey wide
Admitted sinners who repentant died.

November, 1900,

Tow to get on.

i

HERE is a young brother who wants-information as
to the best way to “get on” in Freemasonry.
He is possessed of a very praiseworthy ambition,
but apparently thinks that a patient continuance
in well doing might not incffectively be supple-
mented by cfforts on his own part, and he wants

to know where and how to start.  When his health was drunk

with enthusiasm at the festiye board, after his initiation, the
brother who proposed it set forth for his imitation the career of
the worshipful brother who so wel) adorned the chair, and, in‘ the
garrulous optimism of the moment, hinted at speedy recognition

of true merit., All too soon, however, our friend found that in a

lodge of 6u members he ranked as Goth, and that the possession

of merit even of the highest order would not enable him to
reach the chair under about 13 years. ]

Surely he thinks there must be some other and less tedious
route to eminence, but what is it ?

It can scarccely be, he thinks, in the amount of jewellery with
which he may deck his person, because he knows Bro, Smith,
who was only initiated a short time ago, has already had to have
a special appendage made to carry his load of personal adornmet,
and, morcover, he is well known to have bought it all. Nor can
it be the attainment of Degrees, beeause Bro. Jones is already a
companion of the Royal Arch, a Mark Master Mason, a Royal
Ark Mariner, a Secret Monitor, and will next week be admitted

to the Cryptic Degrees and the Allied Degrees of Frecemasonry.
Moreover, our young friend believes himself to be every whit
as good a Mason as Bro. Jones, because it is.a matter of common
notoriety that Bro. Jones, in the course of his progress through
these various grades, was never able to prove himself a M.M.,
but had to be prompted.

Again, in another lodge in the same town, Bro. Robinson,
who happened to possess social distinction, hecame Worshipful
Master within 34 weeks of ‘seeing the light and only attended
the lodge four times during the whole of that period¥*, and this
has induced him to set less value on the attainment of rank in
lodge.

Is it the attainment of Provincial honours? Well by this
time he has found out that preferment, whether from the East,
West, or South, is like the wind which bloweth where it listeth.

Our advice to that young brother was to disregard each and
every of these considerations and attend lodge regularly,
particularly a lodge of instruction, and he was further advised
to join one of the literary lodges, such as Quatwor Coronati.

But quite a number of brethren imagine that the taking of
Degrees ad 1/bitum adds to their Masonic consequence, and
confers an additional lustre upon them.

The various Degrees are generally called “ higher” because,
with the exception of Mark man, to which fellow Crafts may be
admitted, they are only conferred on Master Masons. The
more correct nomenclature would be “further Degrees.” Some-
times they are called  side” Degrees. This term is only appro-
priate with regard to those which are conferred irregularly, that is,
which are not properly organised under a supreme governing
body. The neophyte in such cases was taken ““ aside,” and the
Degree was then called an ‘“aside” Degree—corrupted to
“side.””  Such was once the Secret Monitor, but since its
present organisation it is a ‘further” Degree. We might
conveniently describe as a Degree every Masonic process which
involves the conferment of appropriatc modes of recognition,
and so shail call the Royal Arch a Degree (although denied that
status by the Constitutions) as well as the rank of Installed
Master.

In this sense, then, the Craft embraces four Degrees, and the
order of the Royal Arch four, that is companion and the three
Principals. These are the legitimate and recognised grades.
As a general rule the ruler in any of those to be presently
referred to is required to be an Installed Master in the Cralt.

Next we come to the Degrees immediately under the Grand
Mark Lodge. These are Mark Man, Mark Master, Installed
Master in the same, Royal Ark Mariner, and Commander N.

The Order of the Secret Monitor may next be tabulated.
The Degrees are conferred only on Master Masons, and com-
prise Secret Monitor, Prince of the Order, and Supreme Ruler.

The Allied Degrees of Ireemasonry and the Cryptic
Degrees are conferred upon brethren who are Mark Masters
and R.A. Masons. The Allied Degrees comprise the Orders of
St. Laurence the Martyr, Knight of Constantinople, Red Cross
of Babylon, and Grand High Priest. The Cryptic Degrees,
which are a complement of the Royal Arch, include Most
Excellent Master, Royal Master, Select Master, and Super
Excellent Master.

The Orders of Chivalry are only conferred upon Royal Arch
Masons of a certain standing. They are Knight of St. John of
Jerusalem (Kuight Templar), Preceptor; Knight of Palestine
Rhodes and Malta, and Prior.

A Knight Templar may become Knight Red Cross, Viceroy
Eusebius, Sovercign Constantine, Knight Novice of St. John,
and Knight of the Holy Sepulchre.

The Rosicrucians are graded thus — Zelator, Thericus,
Practicus, Philosophus, Aentus Junior, Adeptus Major,
Adeptus Exemptus, Magister, and Magus.

In the Antient and Accepted Rite arc 33 Degrees.  The first
three are as in Cralt Masonry, and the list goes on as follows:

4% Sceret Master. 19°%. Grand Pontitf,

3% Perfect Master. 2a°. Venerable Grand Master,
6°  Intimate Sceretary. 21°%  Patriarch Noachite.
7°. Provost and Judge. 22°%  Prince of 1 banus,
°, Intendant of the Buildings, 23, Chief of the Tabernacle,
¢°,  Eleet of Nine, 24°  Prince of the Tabernacle.
m:. Klect of Vifteen, 25°.  Knight of the Brazen Serpent.
1., Sublime et 207, Prince of Merey.
12, Grand Master Architect, 27%  Commander of the Temple,
13, Roval Arch (of Enoch). 28°%  Knight of the Sun.
1o Scoteh Knight of Perfection. 2%, Knight of S, Andrew.
15,.  Knight of the Sword, 30°% Knight of  the Black and

16, Prince of Jerusalem. White Eagle,

17°0 Kmght  of  the  East and  31°%  Grand Inspector,
West. 32°. Sublime Prince.

18, Knight of the Eagle and 33 Sovereign  Grand  Inspector-
Pelican (Rose Croix)., General,
Of these only the 18°%, 30° 3%, 32° 33° are given in full

% A fact known to the writer,
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We have thus enumerated 66 Degrees, excluding the
Rosicrucians, who can hardly be ranked as Masonic. )

But we have by no means exhausted the list. ~ The writer
has the honour of acquaintance with a brother who says he  has
taken the go° He is connected with two Ritcs—those of
Memphis, and Misraim—wbich, though often cqnfounded, are
quite separate and distinct. The former Rite claims connection
with certain Egyptian mysteries of great antiquity, but its intro-
duction into Europe dates from 1814, and in 1839 the official
list of Degrees was published.  The first 33 arc those of the
Antient and Accepted Rite already referred to.  Alter a good
deal of tinkering the revised list, comprising 90 Degrees, was
published in 1862. The list is imposing. Brethren of eminence
attain the title of Pontiff, and the term sublime occurs in
connection with 27. i

The Rite of Misraim arose in 1803, and was once recognised
by the A. and A. Rite in Ireland. Ninety Dqgrees are confergff’d,
culminating in that of “ absolute Sovereign Grand Master 9o°.

The Order of the Eastern Star is very popular in America,
and our Transatlantic contemporaries devote special columns to
accounts of their proceedings. It was invented by Bro. Robert
Morris in 1855, and is divided into five grades, representing as
many aspects of womanhood, viz., Jephtha’s daugh_ter, Ru.th,
Esther, Martha, and Electra, typifying daughter, widow, wife,
sister, and martyr. Why not add the most attractive aspect of
all, the flancée? Female Freemasonry, however, began and
ended in this country with Miss St. Leger.

There is also the Order of the Shrine, whose members are
called Shriners, a term our contemporary the /ndian Masonic
Review once thought was a misprint for Shiners, and drew down
upon itself the wrath of the whole American Masonic Press,
which regards the Order very seriously. )

The brother who proposes to plunge into Masonry to the
extent shown will have to spend a lot of money, and with
respect to many of them it may be doubted whether he will
acquire his money’s worth of Masonic knowledge. The Mark,
the Templars, and the A. and A. Rite differ from the rest of
those mentioned. They are decply interesting, and the two
last named arc controlled by wealthy and exclusive and in-
fluential bodies, so that the attainment of high rank in either of
them may be regarded as implying the possession of signal
merit. .

We might add a word of warning. None of the jewellery
appertaining to these Degrees may be brought into a Craft
lodge, with the exception of the Royal Arch jewel. Many a
brother has experienced mortification on this account. We
believe, however, that the jewels of all concomitant Orders are
recognised in the further or higher Degrees. .

We can only conclude this short article by advising the
young brother to attend every lodge meeting, to be careful and
even punctilious in even the smallest matters, and to rememlgcr
he has two ears and two eycs but only one mouth. Let him
read a Masonic journal. Let him learn the ritual from hearing
it expounded in lodge. Iet him take lodgc scriously, and not
as the prelude to a social evening, and he is bound to get on.

J.T. L.

Robert eslie.
GRAND SECRETARY “ANCIENTS,”
AND  1790—1813.

1782-85

—

TN former Christmas nuvmbers of the Frecmason the
{| agreeable duty has uevolvea upon me of describing
in detail the services rendered to Freemasonry by
prominent officers of one of the two Socicties into
which the English Craft was divided during the
latter hall of the 18th and the first 13 vears of
the present century. The two officers whose memoirs were
written were Bro. William Dickey, who was Deputy Grand
Master from 1777 to 1781, and President of the Grand Coml.mthc
in 1782; and D.G.M. for the sccond time from 1791 till his
death in 1800 ; and.Bro. Thomas J-I:'zrpcr, n'ho‘succccdcd Bro.
Dickey, and remained in offlice till the Union of the two
Socictics on St. John’s Day, in \\'Sntcr (27th December) 1813,
It is hardly necessary for me to point out that these two worthy
brethren were, after Laurcnce Dermott, the ablest, as wgll as
among the most prominent, m}mngthc_lcadcrs of the “'z\nuent "
Craft in England, and that it 1s, cntn’c))' due to their dcvp!;cd
attachment to the principles qf that Soc!e-t_v, ax_)d to .lhe ability,
skill, and judgment with which they guided its ship of state
successfully through the dxfﬁcult:cs and dangers by.wh'lch,
almost to the close of its existence as a separate organisation,

it was beset, that the © Ancient,” or “ Athol,” Masons were able
to meet their more numerous and influential rivals—the Society
of “ Modern” English Masons—on a footing of absolutc equality
and arrange the terms and conditions of a Union that was equally
honourable to both.  Doubtless there were others who willingly
lent a helping hand towards maintaining ““ Ancient ? English
Masonry in its integrity.  There were Bros. James Perry and
James Agar, who successively occupied the chair of Deputy
Grand Master, the former from 1787 to 1790, under the Earl—-
afterwards Marquis—of Antrim ; and the latter from 1790 to
1794, during the greater part of which period John, 4th Duke of
Athol, who had been Grand Master from 1775 to 1781, again pre-
sided in that capacity, and retained his office till a few months
prior to the Union. ]

There was also Bro. Robert Leslic, who, after a brief, but
trying, expericnce as Grand Secretary from 1783 to 1783, was
re-clected in 1790, and remained in office till the rival Societics
became one, and the distinctions between  Ancients . and
‘“Moderns,” “ Regulars” and “ Schismatics,” werc consigned
to' oblivion. He was also for several years Treasurer of the
Institution for Clothing and Educating the sons of deceased and
indigent Masons, ‘“ according to the old Institutions ”—the pre-
sent Royal Masonic Institution for Boys—and it is in this latter
capacity that, as will be gathered hereaflter, we shall, in all pro-
bability, lcarn to csteem him most. But, just as between
Laurence Dermott, on the one hand, and William Dickey and
Thomas Harper on the other hand, there is a wide and well-nigh
impassable gulf, so between Dickey and Harper and Robert
Leslie is there a gulf that is still wider and still more impassable.
Laurence Dermott, Ahiman Rezon in hand, stands on the very
highest eminence in < Ancient™ Mazonry, of which during the
greater part of the first jo years of its existence he was, firstly,
the organiser, and, latterly, the administrator; Dickey and Harper
occupy inferior positions, and Robert Leslic and the rest of his
““ Ancient” worthies positions that were inferior still. Neverthe-
less, he was a uselul officer of his kind, and could do a day’s
drudgery with the best of his minor contemporaries. Apparently,
indeed, he had a mind that was characterised by a love for the
petty detail and technical phraseology so beloved of the small
attorney and notary public, to which profession he belonged. He
could follow an instruction, but not originate one, and there is
only a solitary instance that I have met with in the whole course
of his long secretarial career in which it is in cvidence that he
stepped out of himsclf, and proposed a scheme that had any
pretensions to merit. It is of this uscful, but unoriginal, Robert
Leslic that T have compiled from the *“ Ancient ” records the
following bricf memoir:

Leslie, like many of the leading brethren of his day, belonged
to both organisations, being a member of the “ Modern ” Globe
Lodge and of “Ancient,” No. 5, now Albion Lodge, No. g, and
it is probably due to his connection with the latter, which was
Dermott's favourite lodge, that he was indebted for his advance-
ment in the Society ; to this in part, at all events, and in part to
his educational superiority over the mechanics, artisans and small
shopkeepers, who, in London, formed the bulk of the “ Ancient
Socicty. His first clection to Grand Office was at the stated meet-
ing in September, 1782, when he was chosen Junior G. Warden,
and subscquently installed.  But in March of the following year,
on the resignation of Bro. Charles Bearblock as G. Secrefary
being accepted, Bro. Leslie was *“ discharged of his office of
JGW. and unanimously chosen to fill the vacant post, the
Deputy Grand Master at the time being Laurence Dermott. For
a time all went well, but little more than a year had elapsed
ere we read in the minutes of a special mecting on the zgth
March, 1784, that & motion was “ made and seconded that th»
Grand Lodge be closed and formed into a Grand Committee,”
which being done, and Bro. Dickey placed in the chair, Bro. Leslie,
as Grand Sccretary, read a letter which had been addressed
to him by Bro. Dermoit, D.G.M., under date, * Mile Ind,
March 1oth, 1784, in which the Deputy takes him roundly to
task for a rnumber of crrors of omission and ‘commission, but
chicfly for having issued a circular full of mistakes to the lodges
and having taken cpon himself to exercise the dispensing power
of the Grand Master.  In the course of this letter occur such
passages of severe censure, as the following :

“lt was my carnest wish o see you G.S. and [ do still pro-
fess a great friendship for you. But [ am amazed at the con-
tempt in which you scem to hold the G.). (and his Deputy) in
usurping his power in many cases.  More particularly in a
Dispensing power for congregating and forming a new lodge
and making Freemasons, &ec., contrary to your most solemn
engagements.  Nor do [ see how you can plead innocence with-
out betraying the greatest ignorance in the duty of your oflice.
Your talking of Endursement is truly ridiculous.  Where does the
law of the Craft give you a dispensing power (even to make a
new Mason).  Consult the printed Regulations, you will not
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meet a line in favour of you.  There it is only said that you
dircct how such a Dispensation may be obtained.  And as to
the private law (which ought to be your guide) it expressly
forbids you. )

“It is truc that the Grand Sccretary being the proper custos
of the Grand Seal, the G.M. has often (though not :1'1\\’:1)’3)
allowed him (the G.S.) liberty of granting a Dispensation Eor
immediate making of a new brother in case of emergency. DBut
such makitng must be in a Warranted Lodge and not elsewhere.
Neither is this déne by Right, but by Courtesy only.  And the
power thus given extends no further than that of making a
Freemason (in a Regular Lodge) a few days sooner than the
stated time. A matter of no great consequence to the Craft.

“Of like contemptible complexion is your filling up the

number of days and agreeing to immediate mectings and pro-
ceedings on dispensations before the dispensations arc signed
or even presented to the GAM. or his Deputy.  1f these and such
like proceedings be the cffects of want of skill in your office, In
the name of God why such obstinacy and strenuous postponing
the appointing a deputy who might assist you.  For certain [
am surc that yvou stand in great nced of an Assistant, I have
seen many néw lodges constituted but none so flat as No. 22r.
Should you ask why 1 did not causc it to be better performed, 1
answer that my attention as G.M. rendered me incapable of
doing the Grand Secretary’s duty.  And yet [ did much more
than my sharc and was loath to blame you for not doing many
parts of your duty, upon a supposition that you had not an
Opportunity of studying them. But though [ hold you excusable
in this, yet I think you otherwisc in not complying with the
orders of ithe Grand Lodge, which was ¢ That thenceforth there
should be two Secrctaries’ I say this was the first motion made
(and carricd unanimously) after the dismission of Bearblock
(though strange to tell) omitted in your records.”

Again: _ . )

“Who gave you authority to negotiate with Mr. Serjeant
(for No. 7) in such a manner as to induce him to range the
names of the Masons designed to compose his Lodge
under the Title of Lodge No. 7, which list he presented to me
as the list of Lodge No. 7?7 Am I to supposc that Mr. Scrjeant
or any Freemason in his senses would attempt such a step
without having something which he considered as an authority
for what he was doing? No, Sir, I cannot suppose any such
thing.

“And had [ been otherwise, your Man (when he presented
a certain paper of yours) cured me cffectually by telling me in
the most peremptory manner that they have agreed with Mr.
Leslie for No. 7 and ‘ Master and Wardens must be’ln::*t‘allcd
this cvening, Mr. Tieslie having engaged to attend” Those
were his words verbatim, therefore needs no further comment.”

Jut there is no need to go into further details. The Grand
Secretary read his reply, the space lelt for \\'h‘ich 15 l)l:mk,. and
then the Deputy G. Master submitted to the Grand Committee
a series of 19 questions, to cach of which he requested an
answer  These answers completely justified the position taken
up by the Deputy; but, very naturally, they were concerned at
such a difference having arsen between these Grand Officers,
and accordingly they appended the following Tesolution :—

“«That it is with great concern this Committee sces a
difference subsisting between such officers of the Grand Lodge,
and from the good apinion they have of both Parties, hope and
strongly Recommend that any matter heard I)gforc this Com-
mittee will be lost in Oblivion, and that they will as Men and
Masons pursue the great work for which they was respectively
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elected; as any difference, even of sentiment between a
D.G.M. and' Grand Secretary would injure the noble Fabric
of the Ancient: Craft.” The D.G.M. and the Grand Secretary
having heen called, and the Resolution read to them, they gave
their assent thercto, and Grand Committee was closed, and,
apparently, there was an end of the matter. But Dermott was
a very difficult man to cope with, and notwithstanding the
resolution above quoted and the recommendation it contained
for the-differences between him and Grand Sceretary Leslie to
be buried in oblivion, he' scems to have determined upon ousting
Leslic from his position, and in this he succeeded. But in the
steps he took to this c¢nd * the noble Fabric of the Ancient
Cralt " appears to have undergone what at the time must have
proved a somewhat trying experience, At the  following
September Communication the Dep. G.M:, who was in the
chair, “informed the G. Lodge that he would not Act nor
advise or suffer the Grand Master to Act with the present
G. Scc., who, he declared, incapable of his office, and if agam
Re-clected, he would request leave of the G.M. to resign his
office.”  This brought the G. Sccretary to his feet, and he
expressed himsell as being “astonished at such a declaration
from the Deputy,” and said it was **as un-Masonical as it was
un-Maunly.”  The Secretary went on to describe the conduct of
the Deputy since the Resolution of 29th March to bury the whole
thing in oblivion, but the Deputy stood by his declaration, and
a Committee was appointed “ to hear, inquire into, and report.”
On Leslie being subscequently put in nomination for the Secre-
taryship, the Deputy left the chair, and Bro. Peter Fehr, J.G.W.,
presided in his stead.  Leslie, having been re-elected by show of
hands, declined the office on the ground that “ he did mnot wish
to press himself upon the G.l. as Sec?, nor by any means to
deprive the L. of the assistance of the Deputy” As the con-
fusion increased, the G. Secretary requested the Deputy to
resume the chair, and on this being done, “ beg’d leave to decline
any contest for the office of G. Scc.” At a meeting of the
Committee in October the Deputy continued his opposition to
Leslic and all his acts, and also to other matters that were
brought forward, on the ground of its incompetency to deal with
them. At the regular meeting in December, Grand Lodge had
the question of the Grand Sceretaryship before it, and certain
brethren were nominated as candidates for the office, the
clection being fixed for the first Wednesday in March, ill
when Bro. Leslic agreed to carry on the duties, and in the
course of the proceedings a resolution was proposed and carried
nem. con.: “"That the Thanks of this R.W.G.L. be now given
to Bro. Leslie, G.S,, for his past and present conduct in his
Office of G.S.” OUnthe 27th December a letter from the
Deputy was read, in which he took Grand Lodge to task for the
illegality of the course it had pursued, on which Grand Lodge
passed avote of censure on the Deputy, and the Earl of Antrim
was proclaimed GO, and the Wardens-elect installed. At a
special communication on the 3ist fanuary, 1785, the squabble
was continued, and the Deputy, who was present, called upon
the Secretary for his accounts, and objected to certain charges
therein, But the vote of  censure on the Deputy was taken off,
At the March meeting the minutes of the 1st December, 1784,
were rescinded, when it was pointed out that they included a
vote of thanks to Bro. Leshie for his conduct as G, Sccretary, a
fresh resolution in his favour was passed, and ultimately Bro.
John McCormick, .M. No. 6, was clected without a contest as
G. Sceretary, wice Leslie resigned.

Thus was Leslic forced into a position in which, the only alter-
native to his own retirement from oflice was that of the Deputy
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-, N these days of east-end “settlements” and widespread
k activity m every feld of charitable work, it is not
necessary o descant—especially to  Masons—on
the poverty of such districts as Bethnal Green,
Shoreditch, Homerton, Hackney Wick, &c.  To
our readers, these place-names will bring visions of
narrow streets of busy thoroughfarcs lined by houscs
in varying stages of decayed respectability, of men and women
whose lives are one long struggle for bare existence, and of
children—ah yes! children everywhere—plaving in the streets
(those “mean” streets that somehow scem to ¢lude the sunshine
altogether!) fetching  father’s beer, < minding” the baby,
hanging on to the backs of the trams and busses, full of life, lull
of fun, undamped by dismal surroundings, and full of affection
and gencerous fecling too, dear reader, if only these qualities
were not in many cases stunted and crushed within them by the
sordid everyday troubles of poverty! Our readers will doubtless
have a general knowledge of all these things, but the particular
branch of charitable work to which we now wish to draw their
attention, will not be so familiar to them.  We refer to the work
of the Hospital for Children in Hackney Road, Bethnal Green,
which has Jaboured strenuously, unostentatiously, for the past 33
years, in the thickly-populated area we have indicated.

It i1s not too much to say that the NORTH EASTERN
HospiTAL FOR CHILDREN, as it is called, is the only institution
of its special kind for a population of over half a million. 1t
strives and struggles to do its duty by these people with but 57
beds and with utterly inadequate accommodation for every
branch of its work. Ten accidents a day, 1200 Out-patient
attendances in a week, between 700 and 8oo children admitted
to the wards in a year: such is the tale of that work, and the
Committee can point with pride to the excellent manner in
which it is done, in spite of small rooms and absence of suitable
buildings.

No increase has been made in the size of the hospital for 20
years.  The Committee, however, have always been fully alive to
the necessities of the case, and have had before them a compre-
hensive scheme of enlargement for some years past.  Various
cireumstances—the South African War being the latest—have
led to the repeated postponement of the much-necded building
operations, and in the meantime the pressure on the present
small accommodation has been felt with ever-increasing acute-
ness. Strongly urged forward by local public opinion, the
Committee have entered, alter exhaustive consideration, upon a
scheme of cnlargement which is estimated to cost £40,000.
Towards this sum  £5500 is already available, and their
appeal s now for f£34,500. The building to face Hackney
Road, estimated to cost £25,000 (/.. the part ‘of the general
scheme which it is proposed to undertake in the first instance),
must be commenced carly next year, or the sum of £3000 (a
legacy and a donation conditionally allocated) will be lost to
the Hospital.  We might plead urgeney for the appeal on this
account alone, but we would direet the gaze of our readers to
the underlying cause of the appeal—the children of London's
vast industrial population.

'

Look into the despairing face of a tired mother carrying her
child from the hospital where no bed can be found in which to
nurse its little sickly frame back to healthfulness—follow her-
home—*"home,” perhaps one room in a narrow street of Bethnal

Green.  Her husband is ill or out of work or earning scarcely
anything. She herselfl is a wage-carner, and the loss of hall-a-

day is a serious matter to her and to her four or five other
children. The sick little one must lie there in the crowded room
amid nameless discomlorts until the mother can manage to leave
work agamn and go on her weary pilgrimage to the other
hospitals.

This is no fancy case, it is typical of the 700 or Soo that are
sent away from the doors of this hospital every year. Here is
urgency indeed! We do not, however, seck to touch the heart
only. We appeal also to the head.  Our hospitals are mighty
engines of social reform in our midst, and their influence for
good on our whole social fabric is incalculably great. This is
even more emphatically true when applied to hospitals for
children, and we, therefore, the more strongly urge upon our
readers the nceessity for enlarging the NORTII EASTERN
HosriTaL, so as to make it more adequafe to the werk that is
required of i, Let the head judge, and then let the heart
dictate!

The Bishop of Stepney (a Vice-President of the Institution),
Lord Frederick FitzRoy (the Chairman), Mr. J. Lister Godlce
(the Treasurer), and Alderman Sir William P, Treloar (a member
of the Committee), have recently signed a letter appealing for
the £34,500 required to carry out the entire scheme, and
with such men behind it success should attend the effort now
being made to raise this money.

The following arc amongst the larger donations that have
been already received or promised :(— '
£ osod £ s ds
Corpavation of the City of
London 5210 0
C.C. feonditional on suflicient
money for building heing

Maurice Riffer, Fsqg. (to be

wiven only when the build-

e s actually commenced) 500 o o
T, W, 12, A0 0O

The Goldsmiths' Company .. oo o o colleeted by the 20th April,

Messes, Baenato Bros, (from TGOL)  ves vee ver e e 1000 O U
EFstate of the late Woolf Lovd Grimthorpe, Q.C. .. 100 0o o
Joet)... e 300 0 O Mrs. Willoek ... 0 .. . 1000 a

Prince of Wales” Hospital The Bishop of London, from
Fund (n addition to an the Marriott Bequest (con-
AmnualSobseriptionof £300) 250 0 o ditional on building heing

Rt. Hon, Cect) ). Rhodes ... 5210 © commenced by Aprily 1901) 2000 o o

We are glad to see that the Prince of Wales' Hospital Fuand
has set the scal of its approval on this important scheme of
hospital development.

The war has exhausted many purses for the present, but it
has enriched some others, and we do not see why the Committee
of the Nortit EaAstERN HOserraf should have any fear of
getting all the money they want within a reasonable time.  We
wish them luck in their good work, and we strongly commend
their appeal to the gencrous consideration of all geod Masons,

It only remains to be said that cheques should be erossed
Barclay & Co., Limited, and should be sent to the Secretary,
Mr. I, Glenton-Kerr, at the City Office, 27, Clements Lane, 1.C,
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G. Master, which in no circumstances could have been allowed.
That, by his acts of omission and commission he, i‘n the first
instance, bronght upon himsell the just censure of Dermott
cannot for one moment be doubted—the answers recorded in the
minutes s having been returned to the Deputy’s queries, though
expressed in temperate language, bearout this view; but one cannot
hel sympathising with the retired G.S. on finding himself presscd
with such virulence in a manner which, to usce Leslic’s own
words, was “ as un-Masonical as it was un-Manly”  However,
Bro. {.eslic occasionally attended Grand Lodge, and in‘Dcccmbcr,
17..0, when there was no longer a Dermott to vex him, he was
again chosen Grand Secretary, and remained in office till the
Union, having the honour to serve under three suceessive Deputy
Grand Masters, namely, Bros. James Agar (1790 to 1794), William
Dickey (1794 to 1800, and Thomas Harper from 1300 till 1813,
the Jast-named having been appointed by Grand Secretary Leslie
as his Deputy in 1791, and continuing to act in that capacity
until, on Bro. Dickey's death, he was recommended for and
appointed to the office of Dep. G. Master, when Bro. Edwards
Harper was chosen and appointed as Deputy or Asst. Grand
Sceretary.  Owing, it may be to his appointing a Deputy, and
also, no doubt, to his having less over-bearing brethren in the
important position of Deputy G. Master, Bro. Leslie may be said
to have acquitted himscll well during his second term of 23
years as Grand Sccretary.  But he does not impress one as
having been an ideal officer. Mentally he appears to have been,
as we have said, a small man, with narrow vicws and not a little
conceit, while in the discharge of his dutics he must have required
a good deal of prompting.  Moreover, there are numerous gaps
in his record of the minutes—gaps that were left for the insertion
of important letters and memoranda generally, which, as they
were never filled, do not appear to have concerned him greatly,
‘though from what we learn- of them (rom the minutes, they
must have been well worth entering.

But though we cannot regard Bro. f.eshic as a model Grand
Sccretary, English Masonry must for all time be deeply indebted
to him for the services he rendered the “ Ancient” Craft by
preserving its Institution for clothing and educating the sons of
Masons ‘“according to the Old Institutions” from the perilous
position in which it was placed on the bankruptcy of William Bur-
wood, its “institutor,” in 1804. He (Leslie) had acted as Secretary
of the School almost from its establishment, and knew well, there-
fore, the need there was for such an organisation.  Hence, when
Burwood was in monctary difficulties, which might have caused
the breakdown of the School, Bro. Leslie, from his place in
Grand Lodge, boldly came 1o its rescue, and we read in the
minutes of the communication held under the presidency of Bro.
Thomas Iarper on the 3rd January, 1803, that “ Pursuant to
notice, it was recommended by the Grand Seceretary to the
consideration of the mecting the establishing a Charity for
Cloathing and cducating the Children of Indigent Free Masons
—the revenues of which Charity to be collected and disbursed
without any charge being made on account thereof ; the business
to be conducted at the Stewards’ Lodge and under the Orders
thereof, on theirusual nights of meeting, and under the immediate
divection of the Grand Lodge—the Funds of this Charity, how-
ever, to be kept separate and distinet from the General Fund of
Charity of and belonging to the Grand Lodge.  “After some time
spent 1n consideration ot the subject upon hearing sev! of the
RAV. and W. Brethren present the further consideration thercol
was adjourncd.”” The minutes are silent as to whether any
resolution embodying this proposal was considered and adopted,
nor s it material to inquire further.  Suffice it to say that in

Ahe printed Procecdings of the Grand Lodge for the quarter
to the end of June, 1800, will be found a statement of
account, from which, and from subsequent statements of a
similar kind, we Jearn that Bro. Leslie acted as Vreasurer
of the Institution, and rendered  his accounts  periodically,
which accounts  were published in the  aforesaid  printed
Proceedings of the Grand Lodge.  Bro. Leslic continued to act
in this capacity for the Boys’ Institution until the beginning of
the year 1815, when Bro. Isaac Lindo was chosen his successor.
Thus but for the act of Bro. Leslie the Institution founded by
Bro. Burwood would have been lost to the Craft, and to him
accordingly we express the sincere gratitude which all Masons
must feed for preserving to us what has since become “T'he Royal
Masonic Institution for Boys.”  When we think of this, and of
the well nigh infinite good which has resulted, we can afford ro
pass lightly over the many shortcomings which Leslic undoubtedly
exhibited as Grand Sceretary,

G. BLIZARD ABBOTT.

[ALL Klanrs weserven,)

Jasper’s Jolly.

A TALE OF MYSTERY.

By 1. C. WALLS.
dutlor of “ The Red Room Mystery,” “ A Night of Peril,” “ The Old
Manor House,” * Saved by « Sign,” « The Seeret Lribunal,”
“ Fatal Divination,” * The Hermit of Dunstanborough,”
“The Vision of Beil,” “A Life’'s Hatred,”
“The Legend of Dead Man's Wood,”
“ Love and Loyclty,” §ec., §c.

CHAPTER 1.
i)

ZHTHIN o large and well-proportioned room, wt the time
when George the Fourth was King, was scated o man
of middle age whose refined features were over-
shadowed by an expression of deep sadness. The
walls of the apartment were lined with massive book-
cases.  The handsome fwmiture was of black ouk
quaintly carved.  Suspended from the ceiling was a bronze lamp
of classic design so shaded as 5 shed its bright light only upon
ohjects in its fmmediate vieinity. In'a recess there stood an old
world-clock with a brazen dial that shone brightly in the ruddy
beams from the fire that blazed on the hearth. The sole occupant
ofthe chamber sat at a table with his cheek resting on his hand.  He
was evidently in a decp fit of musing. Occasionally he closed his
eyes wearily and his lips quivered as if some painful recollections
were being conjured up.  Presently the abstraction of the man and
thic stillness of the room were broken by the clock chiming the four
guarters as a prelude to its resonantly striking the hour of cleven.

“ Another hour gone,” he murmured, “and no news. This sus-
pense is almost too mueh for me. My nerves are unhinged and my
mind is sorely troubled. Ififteen months ago there lived not in this
old village o happicr mau than T Kverything was prosperous with
me. Domestic happinessin all its cherished phases was mine. A wife

Cr

,_‘_E;’\:\:i:}" ‘S"‘-}' 3 & /
( L=
NN L e ESouEew i

\q\;j ‘ 1400
He sat gazing meditatively at the fire.
to all intents and purposes loving and trasted. The partner and
shaver of my joys and sorvows, my struggles and trinmphs,  Onc
also whose presence brightened the swronndings of life by her
vivacity and innate cheerfulness and whose sole objeet in existence
was an endeavour to make others happy.  Her actions thronghout
the sixteen long years of vnr union were blameless and her mam-
festations of affection {owards me were apparently deep and sincere.
Then too, the love she hare for our only son, alas, poor youth, fav
better would it have been if e had never drawn the breath of life!
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Sad, sad to think that a being endowed and moulded.b‘y nature \yi th
graces of mind and body, gifted also with other qualities that might
have raised him high above the common herd of humanity is I‘;O\V
lying an inert mass of clay. Where ave his noble aspivations ¥—
Vanished like himself! To-night T feel strangely moved.  An
oppression of mind greater than usual casts iis ¢loomy spcn over
me; an inward monitor seems to whisper thut my short stay on
earth is drawing to a close. This presentiment troubles me not as
life possesses no joy to me: Tonly wish to live long enough to elear
the mystery surrounding the disappearance of my wife—if that be
possible. [ am glad that [ commenced to pen last night an account
of the matter. When 1 am gone the manuscript may interest thosq
in whose hands'it may fall. Who knows but it may some day be of
use in unravelling the mystery ?”  He nnlocked a drawer in his
desk and drew forth a MS. He perused it, added a few lines, and
with a sigh placed the document on the table. “1 camnot write
more,” he murmured. * It re-opens the old wound. My .th_onghts
fly back to those happy days before _de_sol:,l.t\on and grief  took
possession of me. How oppressive the airis!” '

At that instant vivid lightning illumined thn_t‘parb of fhc large
apartment hitherto shrouded in gloom. A terrific peal of thunder
followed so loud and near that it scemed to shake the old house to
its foundations. The cascment of the room had folding doors which
led to a stone terrace overlooking an old-time garden with its
(uaintly cat yews, prim lawus and box-edged paths.

Kre the thunder had ceased to reverberate, the figure of a man
approached the window and noiselessly opened the doors. He entered
the apartment and quickly concealed himself within the folds of the
window curtains. However, he need not have heen so eautious, as
his entry was unsuspected by the oceupant of t}m room, who was
sitting with his back to the window and was gazing mcd]tu‘tlvoly at
the fire.
he“ i\mture‘ like myselt, he mused, “ is troubled to-night. Her
mood is forbidding. My feclings and the elements are in accord. s
my mind about to hecome disvaught 2 Will insanity engulf me ina
vortex of mental chaos ? Gracious God! spare me from such a living
death. What has the world at large done to me that at the present
moment I shonld entertain so strong a fecling of bitterness agai.nst
it ?” He then arose and paced the room with an agitated mien.
His hands were clasped behind him, and his eyes were cast
downward. ) )

He suddenly paused and dirccted his gaze towards a portrait that
adorned the wall. 1t represented the halt-length figure of o beauntiful
girl on the verge of womanhood. It was an excellent work of art.
The broad and intellectual forchead was framed with ringlets of
a golden hue; the violet-coloured eyes were shadowed by han(!ﬂomc
lashes, and in their limpid depths there shone forth the reflection of
a pure and gifted mind. The contonr of the face was oval, the checks
were full, and the complexion clear and rqseutc. The great .bcaut,y
of the charming countenance was the mobllfa m'outh; thq :u'h§t had
happily caught an expression when the fair sitterr was in o joyons
humour ; the full ved lips were wreathed in smiles, and the rounded
checks were becomingly dimpled. The picture presented not the
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Y Bthely dear one,” he passionately eried, “would that you could speak
to me”
artificial pose of w coquette, nor the wanton abandonment of a
sensualist, such as Lely loved 1o ponrtray, but a vivid presentment of
natural and yonthiul grace and purity  The lovely features were the
index of the innocent soul that dwelt within, -

‘and gave it the appearance of lire.

The light from the embers played fantastically on the portrait
To the man who gazed with long
yearning on the picture the eyes seemed to glisten, the lips to move
aud the beantiful bust to rise and fall with living regularity.

““ Iithel, dear one,” he passionately cried, “ would that you could
speak to me! Oh, why did you forsake me? In yon creation
limued by a gifted hand your sweet eyes are gazing at me as they
did in that long ago when there was no cloud to shadow the happi-
ness of our young lives. In that fair face there is no trace of evil,
nothing guilty, nothing insincere. Hypocrisy and duplicity held
no place in thy soul! Oh, Ethel, Ethel, my heart is breaking!
Come back to me, my love, as life without you is but a dreary
desert! If T could but know that you were no longer alive, it would
be a mowrnful yet happy relief to me, as I should then court an
cternal rest. Oblivion wonld present no tervors to me. AsitisI
cling to life, buoyed with the hope that you may yet return to me.
My beart yearns once more to cunfold you within these arms and to
breathe forgiveness for the past. Korgiveness! Fool that I am.
What is there to forgive P 1 am speaking as if your action in leaving
me was premeditated. There is some great mystery about your
sudden disappearance and long silence which no investigation has at
present solved.”

The speaker left the vicinity of the portrait and advanced towards
the casement.

At that instant an almost blinding flash of lightning shone luridly
through the glass; then came a fearful crash, followed by an awfal
peal of thunder,

He rushed to the window, opened the doors, and peered forth
into the night.

¢ The lightning has done some mischicf,” he eried. “ Something
in the courtyard has been struck.”

He was not left long in doubt. The skies were again illumined
by the storm’s forked messengers of destruction, and ere the radiance
died out the spectator beheld the shattered remains of a tall watch-
tower that had been a prominent and picturesque object in the
grounds.

“ Jasper’s Folly,” he muttered-grimly, “ has come to grief at last.
I well remember my old nurse telling me its history and the tradition
associated with it. ~So long as the tower stood prosperity and happi-
ness would attend the house of Mortimer, but if destraction overtook
it the extinetion of the family would speedily follow. I recollect,
also, that after my father’s death I found wmong his papers some
ragged lines written in the quaint phiascology of the First James’s
time. For amuscment I wrote out the effusion in modern English,
By the way, it lies in yonder desk. Tt is years since 1 read it.  The
weird prophecy it contains, methinks, is apparvently nearving its con-
summation. Wife gone, my only son dead, and 1, to the best of my
belief, the last male descendant of the auncient race of Mortimer.

He then sat down and read aloud the following stanzas :—

“JaseEr’s Foury,”

At Mortimer Hall there stands a tower,
By the folly of proud Sir Jasper reaved ;
Within its gloom there nestles the bower
Of his haughty Dame, once hated and feared.
Old folk say that she a power did wicld
O’cr the doughty old knight of courage bold ;
He, who grim Death had faced on battle field,
Quailed beneath her eye, and his heart grew cold,
By her stern will was raised the tower great—
That eyry of mystery, far and near.
It was there she read the bright stars of Fate,
Or the “ black art” studied when nights were drear,

There came a day when, within the old Hall,

Sir Jasper mourned for the loss of his Dame
They said that the Devil had made his call,

For she dead was found half consumed by flame.
The legend states that she predicted i1l

To the Mortimer race and stately Hall,
Tf, by tempest’s power or human will,

Black ruin should rive the grey tower tall.,

When he had finished reading again was the lightning seen and
heavy thunder heard.

“What an awful night,” he mumured. My visitor will not he
here now.  The man who faced snch a storm as this among the hills
would need to have a stout nag and a brave heart. I will fasten the
casement, and then to bed.”

As he rose from his seat 0 tremor shook his frame.

“Pshaw ! e exelaimed, “ this condition of body is morhid. My
thoughts, the storm, and the ballad of Jasper’s Folly’ have com-
bined to make me a veritable coward, 1 am all nerves! 1f I were
superstitions I should swear that 1 saw yonder cnrtaing move, and
that some horror was in the room. Great God! 1 am going mad!
What is it that confronts me ¥ Can such things be? | am Jost! ™

The speaker staggered forward ; a shadowy fignre emerged from
the gloom. There was a fieree struggle, then there came n piercing
cry—the cvy of one in mortal agony. A heavy fall was heard, the
lamp was extinguished, and an awfal stillnes reigned. The silence
appeared the greater as the terrible storm had ceased.

It was a beantiful morning. The aiv was fresh, and the lLeavens
smiled.
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The tempest of the previous night, althongh it had raged bui} &
short time yet it had been a most destructive one.  In the park-like
lands of Mortimer several fine {rees that had borme for ages un-
seathed the brant of many storms showed the tervific effect of the
lightning’s power. . .

In the quaint courtyard there was lying the débiis of the watch-
‘tower that had for years been an attractive objeet in the landscape
for miles around.  Strange to relate the servauts had not been dis-
turbed nor avoused by its fall.  The first to make the discovery was
a stable-boy, who had to rise with the lark. He rubbed his still
drowsy eyts in bewilderment, and then ran back to the stable and
roused the head groom.

There was & fierce struggle, then there camme a picreing ory, the ery of
one in mortal agony,

“Mister Roger, git oop! Somethin’ orful ’as appened,” he
wildly eried. “ Owd Jasper’s Tow'r be all of a’eep. TR yard is
choked full o’ rubbish, and 41" jackdaws at th’ luss o' their young "uns
is chatterin® an’ squealin’ all over the place. Won't the Squoire be
sorry !

The groom: quickly dressed, and with the lad hurried to the
geene of the disaster,

*Take my horse to the stables, my Jad, T will find my way to the hall”

At that moment the Lell of the onter gate was rang. The boy
hastene ! (o see who it was that thus carly songht admittance.  The
visitor proved fo be a gentleman, He had dismounted, and was
holding the bridle of his horse.

“Js My Mortimer at home ¥ 7 he inquired,

“Yes, sir; that he be,” said the lad, touching his cap, “bub
Squoire don’t rise early. Since his Jady left he sits oop arcf th’
noight, an’ then keeps “1s bedroom till mid-doy.”
© “Take my horse to the stables, my lad. I will find my way to
the Hall.” .

As he crossed the cowrtyard he encountered Roger, who was
gazing rucfully at the effects of the night’s storm.

‘“T'his is a serions accident, my man,” said the stranger, pointing
to the ruins. “ It must have been a terrible stroke of lightning to
have wrought such destruction. At what hour did it happen ?”

“T can’t say, sir,” was the veply. T went to bed soon after ten
last night, and just as the storm was brewing. I was soon asleep,
and heard nothin’.  The servants’ wing is some distance away from
here. No one was roused, I believe.  Have you called to see Squire,
siv 7"’ he respectfully asked.

“I have,” answered the other. “I had an appointment with him
last night, but could not keep it. My horse is a mettlesome one, and
cannot face lightning. T was about to canter over, but the storm
broke, and thercfore, for the sake of my neck, I deemed it prudent
to postpone the visit till this morning. Iam led to believe that
Mr. Mortimer, when in health, invariably avises eavly. It is now on
the stroke of six. Is he stirring yet ¥ ”

“The Squire, in days gone by, was one of the first in the Hall to
geb ap, sir,” said the man. ““Many and many a time has he risen
before the servants, and, saddling his horse, has enjoyed a gallop
before breakfast. Ah! those were in the happy days, sir. There
was not a hetter tempered gentleman or kinder master in the world.
When momning and trouble came on us everythin’ was upset. Poor
master ! ” and the speaker’s voice quivered.  “If it pleases you to
follow mg, sir, I will see if Jonson, the Squire’s man, be up.” v

The visitor was then conducted to an ante room. Shortly after
Jonson, the valet, entered and inquired :

““Is your business of importance, sir? Mr. Mortimer’s strict
orders are that no one is to disturb him till herings. For some time
past lie has not been at all well, and his hours of retiving to rest and
of rising, have been most irregular.”

“ My business is most important,” urged the stranger. “As I’
have previously explained to the servants I saw in the courtyard, I
was to have called upon him last night, hut the outbreak of the
storm prevented me. Here is my card; please take it to him. If
he be asleep do not disturb him, I will wait till he rings for you.”

The valet, with a bow, took the card and quitted the room. A
few minutes clapsed, there was the sound of hurrying footsteps, the
door of the ante-room opened, and Jonson entered with blanched
cliceks and wild, staring eyes.

“My God, sir!” he cried, “’tis awful, So sudden, My head is
in a whirl.”

“ What has happened ?” inguired the visitor, in toues of alarm,
“ Pray compose yourself.”

‘1t is not the time for composnre, sir, when one of the deavest
and best of men is lying dead, 1 think, upstairs.”

“Dead!” echoed the other. *Merciful Providence, I am
shocked.”

“ Iollow me, sir,” said the valet, as he rushed from the room.

The stranger quickly followed, and was taken to the library. The
apartment was in confusion, chairs were overtmined, the glass of the
table lamp was broken, and the folding doors of the window were
wide open.  Lying on his back upoun the floor was the late owner of
the Hall. His face wore an awful look, the eyes were horribly
distended, the cheeks were swollen and discoloured, the teeth were
clenched, and tightly clutched in the dead man’s hand was the
bell-pull.

“Was it apoplexy, sir¥" queried the valet, “or was master
overtaken by a fit of madness?  He has several times of late told
me that he thought his reason was giving way. Sometimes he
would pace the room like w wild animal in its cage, and wounld
speak strangely.  When he was in those moods I durst not approuch
him!”

The other answered not, but, stooping down, placed his hand upon
the heart of the Squire and lovsened the cravat.  The stranger shook
his head sadly, and, stavting to his feet, he exclaimed * Your Master
has been dead for hours, and lie died not by natural caunses. He has
been foully murdered.”

“Murdered ! ” vepeated the other, “ But how ¥ There is no blood
nor sign of a wound?”

“He was strangled,” was the startling admission “and the
murderer has used his pocr vietim’s eravat to effeet his purpose.
Look for yoursclf,” The valet partly removed the eravat, and then
saw livid marks upon the dead man’s throat.

“At whad time did yon last sce your late master alive?
demanded the stranger.

" Shortly after nine o'clock sir,” was the reply. 1 saw him
sitting here facing the fire. The days have been very warm but
the nights of late have been cold. The Squire gave orders to have
the five it at six o’clock yestorday evening. This was done. T asked
him when | saw him later, if 1 should assist him {o undress. He
said * No, us hLe was expeeting to meet o friend,”  He bade me
to sit up till ten, and if the visitor did not arrive by that time 1 was
to go to bed. I then asked him if the maid shounld prepare any
1efreshiment for his expected guest. e only shook his head. - I left
the room and according to his instroctions | waited up till abont
ten. 1 went to sleep and was not disturbed doring the night.”

“Lowas, as | lvesaid, the visitor that he expected,” remarked the
other, “ Would to heaven that 1 had faced the storm ; ” he then added,

9"
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“this dedd would not have taken place as I should have been 1;01'0
before ten and in all probability shonld have stayed all mg]:t-‘. . Poor
Mortimer, yon deserved a better fate!  Peace to thy memory -

“ What is to be done, sir ¥’ anxiously asked the man. .

“You must, as a matter of form, go.for the nc:}rest] .dloct.m,
altongh your master is past all mnrl'n‘] aid.  Also, bring hither q:z
magisirate and the village constable. liverything in the room 1}13‘.“
remain as it is till they arrive. I will stay here with the body ti
-ou return.” ) )
¥ By this time the fair morning was advancing and gaily th-110 blvl.'?ls
were singing. Through the open casgmcu't‘thc sweet air lac 01; t,“c] h
the perfume of flowers stole softly in. The rays of the bl‘l%}f.,l}ll
aradually shone into the room and plny_cd about the d.eurd man’s acel.
Without the doors was smiling life in all its varied forms ﬂl;;
revelling in joyousness. Within was Irowning death solemn and st v
There in cold oblivion lay the late envied lord of many acres with
sightless orbs upturned. Strange to relate the cyes were h.\.'cd ilpou
the portrait of the wife he had loved so well and grieved for so (]mg:.
His constant thoughts waking and sleepl})g _were centred in |101.
Alas! he had gone to the * great unknown” with hopes frustll'nt.cl( —
His yearning desive to sce her if alive or if dead to mourn her loss
was for ever ungratified.

CHAPTER II

It was not long cre the village (’loctnr, a juslice and constal')l(?
appeared on the scene. The medico’s cxa}znmmon of the bm‘I:y \‘\ az
speedily accomplished.  “ Poor Mort‘m}cr, he mwrmured, “ wha
an awful end was thine. One of the kindest hearted men who ever
lived. What could have prompted thy murderer to do this foul
deed.” i

The stranger then said: “ Perhaps, vobbery was the cause, The
houschreaker may have been canght in the act of purloining by Mr.
Movtimer, may have been known to ln.m, a struggle ensued, and, to
prevent capture or subsequent detection, the wretch murdered my

» friend.”

Po% 'l}]l(:lf) may be so,” 1‘cnnu‘!<cd the doctor. “J()l}son," l‘l‘e‘added,
addressing the valet, who sh']l sccm‘m}, greatly agitated, “is any-
thing of value missing from this room ¥’ .

“Not that I am aware of, sir,” said the man. * The bqu_u'e
kept some valuable old miniatures, sunit boxes and watches, which
were heirlooms in this eabinet, but the locks have not been t.mnpcrgd
with. Those large candlesticks on the mantel picce arve silver gilt
and should havetempted a thicf.” .

Bryant, the village constable, then spoke: *Mr. J.OI’I,SOH, is the
key of the cahinet amongst those on that bunch yonder ¥

“Yes, Mr, Bryant,” was the rveply, ¢ the Squire always kept all
his private keys together”  The constable then proceeded to try
which key fitted the locks of the cabinet, and, having ':1tf:uncd l.lls
object he opened the drawers and there found a collection of curios
and objects of personal use and adornment as described by the valet.

“This disposes, I think,” he said, © of the theory of robbery. 1
thought at first that after the evime the m_ul'(lcrcr might have 91)0110(1
the drawers, seeured the valuables, and for some reason of his own
have re-locked the cabinet.”

“My theory is,” remarked the 'doctov, b tl.mt the mun.lcrcr, terror-
stricken at the dire result of his crime, fled without stopping to secure

v "
o “l())ol(')*i?c: may have been disturbed ere he had time to ()\'crhzm.l t!lc
contents of the room,” broke in the stranger, “and, fearful of dis-
covery, have fled.” ‘ . .

“ He could not have been dxslun-hgd, gentlemen,” respectfnlly
suggested the valet. T was t‘lm lust. of the houschold tovgo to bed,
and not one of us arose till half-past five this morning. No one was
disturhed during the night.” ) '

“ Doctor Daley, how long, think you, has I\'[l'. )_[()I‘Lnnm- been
dead ¥ 7 usked the justice, who had been an utbcx.xt.l\'c listener.

“ PBetween six and seven hours,” was the (]L:L‘)SH’L‘ reply. )

“ Jonson, was the casement open s it now is when you discovered
the body ¥ " queried the justice. _ _ ‘ .

“ Yes, sir, nothing in the room has been mtcg')cx'u‘l with. ) This
gentleman,” indicating the stranger, vu]](-fl al six this lll()l"lllllg-t()
see the Squire. | owent upsmn‘s_l(') master’s bedroom and knocked
several times at the door. Recciving no m]')ly,‘l opened the door,
which I may tell you was the enstom n! the bq\m'c.nuvcr to lock., 1
saw that the bed had not been slept in. That did not :ll:ll'l‘ll me.
hecause the Squire has many times sat up all night in .ilw library
reading wnd writing.  He would, perhaps, on those occasions snatceh
a few hours’ sleep in the middle of the day. 1 may also tell you,
centlomen, that for some mouths past he has been very strange in
ﬁis manner. 1 have several times ventired fo ask him to cons!xlt
Doctor Daley us to his heudth, but he only treated my coneern with
indifference. I at once proceeded to the library, and I found every-
thing in confusion, as you now sce lt.,l' o .

“Now, Bryant.” said the justice, * exhibit your skill.

TlLe constable went to the casement and pointed out the marks of -

muddy bools on the long curtains,” e then went out on the terrace
and descended the steps. His compunions cuvionsly followed him,
Pointing to the path, he said : ) .

 Gentlemen, there are the footprints of the murderer, who entered

"

and left the room by the casement.

Stooping down, fie carefully eximmined the marks,

“Ihe murderer was wearing heavy hob-nailed boots, and judging

by the size and tread of the impressions, T should say that he was «
big and powerfrl man.” : ‘

Proceeding down the path he carvetully followed the track, but s
the path grew harder the footprints hecame fainter and fainter, till
they finally disappeared.

 Gentlemen,” said he, with a shrag of disappointment, “the
heavy rainfall has washed all further traces away.”

“Was the late Mr. Mortimer a strict preserver of game on his
estate P 7 asked the stranger curiously.  ““ My object in enquiring is
that perhaps e may have dealt harshly with poachers, and thus
have inenrred the cumity of one of the gang.”

“No, sir,” said Mr. Courtley, the justice, “ our poor friend was
far too casy with that class. He never was harsh, nor would he allow
the keepers to be. Sometimes when the fellows have been e ught
red-handed, he, being in the Commission of the Peace, managed to
prevail upon our Beneli to let them off with casy sentences. He was
such a dear fellow that, to oblige him, our sentences were very light.
He was very good-natured, and was constantly sending parvcels of
game to his tenantry, both well-to-do and poor. I don’t beliove that
he had an enemy in the village or surrounding country ; he was
beloved by all. 1t will be a time of general sorrow when the people
hear of this night’s sad work, In the winter he would visit the poor
and sick, and send them money and uecessavies. When a poor
tenant died he would defray the costs of the funeral and Jook after:
those that he or she had left penniless behind.”

*“ Mr. Courtley speaks traly,” said the doctor, Many times has
the late Squire called upon me and divected me to do my best to
preserve life or to alleviate the sufferings of his poor tenmantry, and
my services were always liberally recognised.”

Having taken careful note of everything in the room, the position
of the body, and the disar ‘angement of the furniture, the constable
picked up a table-cover that was lying on the floor, and thereby
broaght to light a manuseript which in the death struggle had
probably been kuocked off the open desk, He, with a bow, handed it
to the justice, who read aloud :—

“ A sad page in the life of Ranulph Mortimer.”

Struck with the title of the MS. the speaker turned to his
companions and said :

“For the present I will take possession of this docunient,
Doctor. I presume that no post-mortem will he necessary ? "’

“1 presume mnot,” replied the other; ““that is to say, unless the
coroner orders onc.  Mr. Mortimer died of strangulation, but not by
his own hand. The disordered condition of the roony, the muddy
foot prints on the curtains and terrace point couclusively to my mind
that he was attacked suddenly, rendered first unconscious, and then
strangled with his own neck-cloth.” '

“ Have you not read or heard of cases where suicides have cunningly
so arranged matters as-to mystify the law as to whether they died by
their own hands or by those of an assassin ¥’ yueried the stranger,

“I have,” said the doctor, sharply, for he felt ut that his
professional opinion had been questioned, “but this case presents no
such phase.”  He then went on: My idea is that the deccased
was sitting at the open desk reading or ubout to read the manue
seript just discovered; he heard a rustling in the curtains, avose to
ascertain the canse, and was at once attacked by some powertul
assailant, who rendered his vietim insensible and then st angled
him.  Ladmit that it is possible for a determined man to commit
suicide by strangulation—especially if he were mad or on the border-
land of inganity, when insensibility or a disvegard to pain isa common
characteristic; but he would not he able to do so with one hand.”

“One hand ¥’ echoed the stranger,

“Yes, by one hand,” firmly veturned the doctor, and regarding
the other strangely.  “ Do you not see that the corded bell-pull is
tightly grasped in his vight hand ¥

“ Jonson,” interrupted the justice, “ where does the bell commu-
nication end ¥

““In the corridor, sir, adjoining the servants' rooms.”

“ Ave the wires of the bell in good order ¥ was the next query,

*Ohy yes, siv; at least they were so last night,” answered the

aulet,

It is very strange,” remimrked My Conrtley, musingly, * that no
one was aronsed by its ringing.”

* It is possible,” interposed the doctor, * that when with the lust
effort of Jife the deceased pulled the bell a erash of thunder ‘might
have taken place at that moment and thus have deadened the sonnd
of its ringing.,”

The constable, without saying a word and to the sarprise of the
others, unceremoniously left the room.
cre he returned. '

* Gentlemen,” he quictly said, “no cause for wonder; the wires
have been eut.”

*The murderer must. have gained aceess to the house other than
by the Freneh casement,” vemarked the justice, “and have severed
the wires as a precantionary measure.” :

“lHe could not have entered by wny other way, wnless he was
concealed on the premises hefore I vetired,” said the valet quickly.
“The windows were all fastened by me as early as nine o’clock.
The Squire always deputed we to see to all the lastenings in the
house except those in this room, e was partial to walking about
the grounds at all howrs, and this is the only apartment in the Iall
that opens diveetly on the gardens.”

“ W hen you eame down in the morning on those oceasions swhen
your master had not retived hefore dismissing you for the night, did

Only a few secouds elapsed



28 The Freemason Christmas Number.

Dec. 19, 1900.

you find the windows of this room sccurcly fastened ¥ asked
Mz, Courtley.

“ Without exception. sir,” was the firm veply.  “ The Syunire had
many valuable things under lock and key in this room, besides those
objects of jewellery that you have secen.  The inner folding doors are
very strong. T will show them to you.”

Thereupon the speaker went to the casement and, drawing hack
the envtains, diselosed folding doors faced with iron plates and
knobs.

“When those inner doors are elosed a strong ivon bar is drawn
across,” he.added.

The justice, addressing the stranger and the doctor, then said :

“ Gentlemen, it is conclusive to my mind that robbery was not
the object of the man who committed the crime. Tt is also obvious.
I think, that the deed was cavefully planned. The lateness of the
hour chosen, when the houschold had retired. the cutting of the bell
wires, the concealment of the mnrderer within the curtains, are
evidences that the crime was premeditated.  As it happened the
storm was in his favour, as no one would be abroad under such con-
ditions. Bryant, yvou will at once communieate with the coroner, and
take his instructions as to the date for holding the inquest. You
will tell him that Doctor Daley thinks that no antopsy is necessary,
as the caunsc of death is so appmrent.  Jonson, yon will see to every-
thing in connection with the decent preparation of the body for the
inspection of the *quest.  However, the remains must not be removed
from this room until after the inquest, nor must any article of
furniture be touched. T shall Jock all the drawers and affix my scal
to them.”

“ Are the windows to be closed, siv? 7 asked the valet.

“No!” was the auswer.  “ You must also warn the servants not
on any acconnt to tread the path leading to the ferrace. The
impressions of the footprints must be shown to the jury, and
measurements  cavefully tauken.  Bryant, you will attend to this
important matter. Many erimes have been cleared up by slender
threads.”

“Yes, sivy” and the constable bowed.

The justice then proceeded to lock the drawers of the desk.  As
he did so his observant eye saw the poem of *Jasper’s Folly,”  He
picked it up, and glanced rapidly over it.

“ Very strange; very weird,” he murmured.

Having dismissed the constable and the valet to their respective
duties, he twrned to Doctor Daley and the stranger, and said :

“ Gentlemen, we will leave this sad scene of horror, and with
yonr indalgence I should like to read to you the manuseript and the
poem which I have in my hand.  You will be good enough, also, to
witness that T have placed my seal on the desk and the cabinet.”

With great formulity hie it o simall taper, and, taking o stick of
sealing-wax, he carefully and cffeetually sealed with his signet ving
the lacked arvticles of furniture.  Then with ceremonions politeness
he conducted his companions to the drawing.vreom which, by the
brightness of its swronndings and the formal wrangement of its
furniture, presented a marked confrast to the gloom and disorder of
the apartment that they had left.  With a bow he bade them to be
seated.

“T have not the pleasure, siv, of knowing your name,” said he,
addressing the stranger.

“ My name is Hugh Aldhorough,” returned the other, * Here is
my card. I have to apologise for not having given it to you carlier.
1 am an old friend of the late Mr. Mortimer’s. His death has quite
unnerved me, 1 had an appointment with him last night, but the
severity of the storm deterved me from riding over till this morning.
My business was urgent, and, thinking that he would he anxiouns {o
see me, 1 eame over at an early hour this morning., My ouly regret
is that 1 did not Weave the siorm Jast night.  In all probability, had
1 have done so, my poor friend would have been preserved from the
dreadfunl fate that overtook him.” .

“ My abjeet,” said the justice, © in asking you to remain after |
had dismissed the constable and poor Mortinser’s man was not only
to read to you the lines I found in the open drawer and the dead
man’s manuseript, but to diseuss the matter with you.”

His listeners having expressed their acquniescence, he first read to
them the ballad of * Jasper's Folly.”

A strange coineidence,” remarked the doctor. T these dull,
sceptical times Tast night’s actual incidents savonr of the romantic
and credulous days of the carly Stuart period. T wias not aware of
the existence of those lines, hut the tradition in couneetion with the
tower and Dame Joan’s prediction are the common gossip of all the
old erones of the village, and have been sinee the lady was in the
flesh.  Her strange practices were well known, and 1t is recorded
that had she not have lost her life by fire whilst dabbling in alchemy
and chemistry—which experiments i her time were looked npon by
the ignorant with awe and suspicion—she wonld have ultimately
have been songht ot hy the witch-finders of the First James and,
as a suspeet. would probably have heen brought to the stake.  In
those fanatical days the luw with regad to witeheralt and the study
of the ocenlt was no respeeter of persons, as the annals of wild
Laneashive in particular prove,”

“1 quite agree  with  you, doctor,” said - Aldborough, * as
to the coineidence attending the fall of the tower and the death of
my poor friend. OF course we have no evidence that the hailding
wits destroyed before the murder and inall probability shall never
know, but there is no denying the faet that both events took place
within a very short time of eanch other.  Jouson, the valet, has told
us that he left his master at nine d'elock, who euve him orders to

sit up till ten. He did so, and according to his account went
to bed and was soon asleep. At that time the storm was gathering
and the tower intact.”

“I can fix the actual time when the tower was struck,” inter-
posed the justice. “ My house stands on a hill abont a mile from here.
Soon after cleven o'clock I was abont to retire when the vivid
lightning attracted me to the window of my smoking room, which
commanded a view of the tower. I gazed with interest on the sceue.
Presently a most brilliant flash of lightning illumined the vicinity
of Mortimer Hall, the tower being plainly visible. This flash was
almost immediately followed by a meteor or thunderbolt, which
appeaved to fall dircetly on the tower. Then was heard the most
awful peal of thunder I ever remember. I was prompted, I know
not why, to lovk at my repeater which immediately chimed the two
quarters after cleven o’clock. Doctor Duley saw the body at half-
past six this morning and gave it as his professional opinion that
our unfortunate friend had been dead between six and seven hours,
T therefore assume that the erime was committed between half past
eleven o'clock and midnight.  That being so the Dame’s prediction
of evil—* To the Mortimer race and stately Hall. 1f by tempests
power on human will Black ruin should rive the gray tower tall’
was verified.”

“What immediate steps do you intend to take to elucidate
the mystery attending the crime? 7 asked Aldborough. Do you
propose placing yourself in communication with the authoritics in
London for professional assistance or will you leave it in the hands
of the County Officials ¥”

His companions having .+ Mr. Courtley, in a clear and impressive
voice, proceeded te discharge his self-imposed task.

*1 enmot say ab present,” replied the justice, who was Chair-
man of the Beneh, * We mnst wait till the inquest js held. No
arrest bhaving been made, no preliminary enquiry is necessary.
In the meantime  Bryant, who is an  old pensioned Bow-
street * Runner) will, under wy divections. quictly make enquiries
and follow up any clue thai e may obtain. T have great faith
in his discrimination and skill.  You saw this morning how he
pointed ont the footprints on the path, and was the firs to think of
examining the bell wires. He would have made o fortune as a praivie
seout, as he possessesall the cnnming and gifts of a Red Tndian. T will
now, with your permission, read poor Mortimer's manuseript.”  His
companions having given their assent, Mr. Comrtley, in a elear and
impressive voice, proceeded to discharge his self-imposed task.

CHAPTER I
TASAD PAGE DN THE LIFE OF RANULPI MORTIMNER,

“lu the midst of troahle and with aowind almost unhinged by the
results of two calumitios, I sit down to pen these lines. 1 have a
feeling o presentiment that my stay in this heauntiful world will not
he profracted, and | feel that it will be a relief to my distracted
mind if I unbosom myself in the brief pages of this manuseript.
A poor solace perbaps, but i the mystery that enshrouds the
disappenrance of my dear wife he not elered up helore my death,
the story in the Jatter eventuality may interest those who will Lave
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to minister to my last behests.  Of my int.l.-.oduction and courtsh}p of
sweet Bthel Courtney, who beeame my wife and the mother of my
only son, I will not dwell upon. Suflice it to say that there were
not two happier beings in the world than we who set out 0&1 ll‘fcls‘
pilgrimage together on that rosy morn when the church had made
us one. o

“ Peacefully the years glided by, no untoward incident avose to
mar the happiness of our lives or to darken the horizon of our
bliss.  Our beantiful boy, the only pledge of attachment that
Providence had vouchsafed unto us grew apace.  With increasing
years the chavms of his mind developed and cqna]l.cd tlmsrc of'hl’s
body. He was our sole care, our solace and our joy. We were
fortunate cnongh in secuving for him a tutor of great merit and
under his fostering care young Ranulph became for his years a
prodigy of learning. Nature had bountifully endowed him with
rich gifts of understanding. The sceds were there, thcygermmatcd,
and with the assistance of cultured aid arvived at maturity.

“ Michael Travers, the boy's tutor, had a fine personality. In
stature he was tall with a well knit frame, his face was oval with
features cleanly cut, his fovehead was broa(! and massive, and he
had most brilliant cyes. How can | describe them ¥—They were
large, expressive and glowing. Normally they were.as gentle as a
gazelle’s, but in periods of excitement or temper they would flash
and glitter like those of a tiger. He was always an enigma to me.
He was recommended. to me by an old college chum, and I was at
our introduction greatly impressed by his appearance. He was very
reserved in manner and reticent as to his antecedents. 1 could only
glean that he had travelled a great deal in the East, and that he was
a book-worm. He was a man who unever courted society, although
greatly in request at social functions. . .

“Apart from the graces of his person and mind, he was a musician
and vocalist of great merit. He had translated some ancient
Oriental poems and set them to music. 7o hear him sing them to
his own accompaniment was most impressive. As I write I can see
him now, and the rich tones of his voice seem to ring m my ears.

“On the evening of the day before the fivst great ealamity betell
me, he was after inducement prevailed on to pcrfovm and was par-
ticularly brilliant in o musical display. The season was summer,—a
sultry night in July, and the hour about 9 o’clock. We had hada fu\
friends to dinner, and whilst the men were lingering over their café
and the ladies with their tea, Ranulph unprompted asked his tutor to
sing. 1 may state that the boy was of an impressionable nature and
Travers was his idol,

“Ue then wont 1o the piano awnd gave sueh an exgusite iusteranental and
voeal displuy as 1 had never heard Before™

“*Not to-night, not to-night,” was the reply, ‘1 am feeling far
from well; the night is oppressive, and T have one of my dark lits
upon me.  As you kuow I have heen a nomad in many lan s, have
foregathered with the savage denizens of the praivie and the fovest.
I have also communed with the fanatical fukies and priests of India,
and the superstitions dervishes of Avabin.  They have, I may tell
you, an almost childish terror when nature’s moods are sullen and
terrible. 1t is frue that the thunder storms in their latitudes arve
terrific and devastating to a degree. and their effeets are well
sadenlited to inspire fear, We, in these isluds have severe tempests

but they are mere April showers compared with the awful elemental
disturbances in the far Bast. 1 have been in the company of natives
on oceasions when to all appearances the days and nights would pass
placidly by. However in a few short hours everything would
change. ‘The manner and speech of the men I was with would
change also. Shadow would take the place of sunlight. Their vivacity
and good humour would disappear and be succeeded by moroseness
and ficreeness.’

“*What has all this to do with my vequest, siv?’ somewhat
hastily and petulantly interposed my son.  ‘ We are not in India;
we apprehend to-night no tornado nor other trouble.’

“*But I do,’ quietly veturned the tutor, and his eyes Hashed
ominously. ‘I told yon that I had one of my black fits upon me—
We are on the eve of a great storm—Wait and see! However as
you wish it I will accede to your request.” He then went to the
piano and gave such an exquisite instrumental and voeal display as
I had never heard before, nor have I since. The words of the
recitative and song weve in English but the theme was Oricntal.
The prelude was m the nature of a dirge, solemn and impressive.
This was succeeded by a lament, wild and pathetic to a degrec. The
singer, with excellent taste, would lower his voice almost to a whisper.
Then the mnotes would gradually increase in volume, and in the
crescendo passages wounld ring with startling power.

‘* However, it was the second part that fairly electrified us. We sat
as if we were spell-bound.  The singer’s voice and manner became
impassioned. The theme was one of jealousy and revenge. The
artiste, for Travers was once to his fingers’ tips, appeared to throw his
whole soul into his work, his mobile features became a study.  You
saw alternately mirrored in his handsome conntenance the cffects of
gricf, anger, fear and despair.

“The whole performance was weirdly powerful, and we all gave a
sigh of relicf when the exposition, fascinating though it was, ended.
The mental tension was too great. The executant appeared to be
strangely agitated, and showed signs of exhanstion.

“Strange to relate. the evening, hitherto fine though close,
suddenly changed ; a great darkness overshadowed us, and n tervitic
storm ensned. My firsb action was to close the casement and to draw
down the blinds, as the lightning appeared to he dangerously near our
vieinity. The ladies of the company were all discomposed, and one
of them fainted. To add to our discomfiture, T'ravers avose from his
chair, glared at every onc of us in turn, gave utterance to a wild cry,
and darted from the room.

“ Mr. Daley, onr doctor, who was present, glancedat me, shrugged
his shoulders significantly, tapped his forehead, and whispered to me:

¢ Incipient brain mischief, and worse trouble to come in the near
future.’

“ The ladies and young Ranulph having retived, 1 suggested to my
guests that we had better retive to the smoking room and court com-
posure by an indulgence in tobacco. My proposal was well approved.
The storm was still raging, but the thunder had abated.

** My companions that night were Doctor Daley, Ambrose Conrtley,
a Justice of the Peace, and old Stephen Broxton. who had been, cre
infirniities overtook him, a noted fox hunter, When we were com-
fortably seated and supplied with cigurs and brandy, I turned to the
doctor und said :

¢ Duley, you made a private communication to me just now in the
drawing-room, Have you any objection to my speaking abont the
matter before my guests ¥’

“ ¢Not in the least,’ he promptly replied.

““Well, my friends,’ L commenced, ‘you shall share my confidence.
You both remember that after Travers had finished his wonderful
musical cffort, the storm commenced, and he left the room in u most
dramatic yet disconrteons mamner. He had no sooner closed the door
than Daley, who was sitting by me, whispered in my car, “ Incipient
brain mischief, and worse trouble to come in the near future.” Not-
withstanding the confusion that prevailed consequent upon the storm,
and the indisposition of Miss Maxwell, I was struck, not only by the
communication, but by the tone of the speaker. I have always
regarded Travers as being eccentrie, but I have every reason to
believe that his kindness and scrvices as tutor to Ranulph have heen
of an exceptional character.  T'he boy’s passion for knowledge has
been enconraged in every way, and his mother and myself have
witnessed with delight the progress that he has made. It will
coneern us hoth when we have to terminate Travers's engagement
consequent upon Ranulph’s entering upon a college career.  ‘Iravers
has been with us nearly seven years, but it is the tirst time that he
has behaved so strangely, He has many times in the past entertained
us by his great musieal gifts, but to-night he has surpassed all
previous efforts, a vevitable fonr de force. I have never heard any-
thing approaching it.’ .

“ I have,” remarked Conrtley, but it was the cffort of an insane
person.  In my eapacity as a justice 1 had to visit some years ago
privite asylum, and found that everything was carvied out in n
perfectly humane and legal manner.  Having completed my satis-
Factory mspection, I was abont fo take leave of the principai of the
place. when my departure was rested by a flow of melody as
heautiful as it was impressive.” “ Who is the singer ¥ ™ | asked’

“*One of the patients,” was the reply.  “Did you not notice a
young woman in the North Ward, who was sitting near a window
and weeping ¥’

“HLdid) T replied, fand was strack by her beanty and her
pathetic expression,  She appeared to me to present the grandenr of
woe, as artists love to limu on the features of Niobe, Hermione, Hero,
and other types of feminine grict.’
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“¢'ig ghe who is now singing,” said the doctor, “and you are
fortunate in your visit, ns it is vavely that she sings.  Ilers 1s a sad
story. She was an operatic singer of great promise, had studied
under one of the greatest masters of the art in Italy, and gifted with
a voice that would, in the zewith of her career, have brought her
fortune and renown.

“«Unhappily for her she loved, “ not wisely, but too well”  The
old tale. Attracted by her charms and voice, an ltalian Count paid
his addresses to her. From all accounts he was a handsome man of
winning manners, and of an ancient family. As to the last-mentioned
qualificatidn, that is nothing to be proud of,as the most plebian of us
can lay claim to have had Father Adam as an ancestor. As the silly
insect is drawn irresistibly towards the flame that will injure if not
consume it, the signora was first fascinated; secondly, Anfatuated ;
and lastly, wronged. |

“The dénowement was dramatic. She met the Count in the
streets of Florence who treated her sighs, her teavs, and reproaches
with callous indifference. He little thought at the outsct that he
was playing with fire. He went too far, and the end was that he
fell, stabbed by the beauntiful creature, whose affections lic had won,
and whose reward was to be lightly cast aside like a soiled glove.
She was arvested, and was kept in durance for a time, pending the
result of the Count’s wound. He lingered for some weeks, and then
dicd. The facts of the tragedy were thovoughly sifted, and she was
released after nndergoing a light sentence,

“¢ She came to Kngland in the charge of a female relative.  Her
mind gradually gave way, and she hecame an inmate, of my house,
but she will never recover her reason. Occasionally she has Incid
intervals, aund then breaks into song. ark! are not those notes
ravishing.’

“They were, indeed! The poor demented woman was singing an
Ttalian morceaw of love and revenge. She appeared {o be pouring
out her soul with impassioned abandonment, and identifying herself
with the wronged heroine of the romanczo.

“Travers, to-night, forcibly brought buck to my recollection the
wrtistic—yet, weird—performance of the inmate of the asylum,

“ ¢ A very interesting ancedote,” remarked the doctor. but the
cases are not to be considered on the same lines,  The lady’s wrongs
had driven her mad, but Travers, so far as I know, has had no
trouble, nor is he, at present, a fit subject for restraint, My diagnosis
is as follows :—He has travelled in hot climates, and may have had
a slight touch of sun. There are other matters that may have
started the mischief, snch as hereditary taint, over-study, and last,
but not least, the association with the superstitious priests, witch
doctors, and fetish worshippers of Asia and Africa.

“¢MThere is an innate love for the supernatural in the heavts of
the most seeptical, whatever they may say to the contrary. To a
romantic and impressionable mind, such as onr friend the tutor
possesses, the love of the ocenlt sciences heeomes intensified.  From
infaney fo manhood those idess in plastic minds are cncon aged, and
the appetite for mystical knowledge gratified by the teachings of
those who have songht inspivation by the perusal of the works of the
ancient philosophers and the talented exponents of the Biblieal
writings.’

“¢ Under the cireumstances, Daley,” 1 said, ©1 presnme that |
had better at once remove Runulph from Travers’s cave. T cannot
disguise from myself that the lad appears to be thoronghly under
the control of Nis tutor. My son is a high-spirited fellow; loves
tales of adventures and travel; and as Travers has had an eventiul
career e burns to emulate his example. That must not he. T do
not desive that Ranulph should become either a learned prig ora
milksop. Neither does his mother; but as he is our only child we
wish him eventually to choose some profession that will keep him
within the United Kingdom. There is also another important
reason why he should nol seek an adventurous caveer abroad. e
is the heir of Mortimer, and, so firr as 1 know, after my death, the
last of the race.

“¢ My, Mortimer's wishes and youwrs e but natural,” asserted
the doctor, *and therefore to prevent further trouble, my advice to
you hoth is to remove Ranulpl immediately from the futor's cave.
The Doy is hut fifteen, and hy the inflnence of other associations and
change of scene he will soon forget all about his quondans tator,
clever. lesmmed, and fascinating as the gentleman undoubtedly is.’

“Your advice is sound,” 1 retwrned, “and 1 willy ina day or two,
break the news gently to Travers. My origina) infention was to
keep the hoy wuder his present tatelige till e was old enongh to go
to college.  However, after to-nicht’s strange exhibition of cccen-
tricity on the tutor’s part, not to eall it by a stronger term, T will,
when the vacation is over, send Ranulph to Rughy. It wasx my
father's old school, and mine.”

“Just as 1 had finished speaking the storm was renewed, A
tervific peal of thunder startled us ally and the window sashes were
shaken by its action,

S Baad U exclaimed the old Squire, ax he took a hwge pinely of
siff— 1 may here state that he was one of the ancient school, who
delighted in obsolete phrases and customs Tast dying ont.—¢ dupiter,
wethinks has eharged Valean to forge ling o thanderbolt to destroy
“I'he Folly.”  What a storm ! Friend Mortimer, I must erave thy
hospitality to-night. [ enot visk my poor hones of - four-seore
satimers on the biek of Firefly to-night. Old qnd seasoned as e is
in most things, he plays up most devilishiy o the face of astorm,
Cadds Life ! I shall not forget the senrvy trick he played me Jast
Aungust. 1 had Just left Courtley’s place, and was amnbling along

towards home when a storm arose. At the fivst flash of lightning
the heast holted, stumbled, said its prayers, and cleverly shot mo
mto the pond by Four Acre Copse. Fortunately I fell into about
three feet of mud, and suffered no harm other than an unsought for
ill-smelling mud-bath. Had the brate thrown me a little farther on
the career of one who has negotiated many a stiff fenee and gate,
and been in at the death of many a gallant fox, wenld have foand
his own quictus ingloviously in a gravel-pit.’

‘ “* By the way, Mortimer, said Couwrtley, ‘speaking of *The
Iolly,” and its tradition, I suppose that vou and your forebears have
treated the matter lightly ?° '

e Il}d.eed, we have not,” 1 veturned. “The tower has always
])‘ccn veligiously Tooked after, and periodically overhauled for repairs.
-lo.-morr(.)w. [ shall personally examine it to see 3f the storm has
Ijured it in any way. In these peaceful times I apprehend no
danger f_rom “haman will,” but superstition apart the tempest’s
power 7 is not to he despised. It is a matter of history, that so
recently as my father’s time the tower might have come to gricf by
human machinations. He took the side of the unpopular candidate
for the County representation, addressed meetings on his behalf.
My father was naturally cholerie, and a martyr to the gout. Mis
utterances therefore were somewhat of an acrimonious and exas-
perating charvacter. Rumour said that in revenge a plot was in
progress to undermine “Jasper’s Folly * with gunpowder and blow it
to atoms.  Anyway my father scented danger, and during the
clection, :"md for some time after, wntil pmh: feeling had dicd out,
. posse of keepers took it by turns to patrol the park day and night.
The Mortimers ave not alone iu their superstitious reverence for an
Inanimate object. The Musgraves, of Eden Hall, in Cumberland,
for generations, have cavefully preserved, under lock and key, a glass
goblet or cup, to which is attached the following legend : :

“ When'er this cup shall hreak ov fall,
Farewell the luck of Eden Hall.”

“At this juncture the Squive, who was a thorongh bonrivant,
suggested that eve vetiving we should disenss some brandy punch
which he offered to brew provided the necessary ingredients were
forthcoming.  Having complied with his request, we passed an hour
i agreeable conversation. We were about retiving for the night
when a low knock was heard at the door. © ,

*Come in,’ 1 said., ’

“To our surprise the intrnder proved to he Travers. But what
a contrast he presented to his bearing when he left the drawing-
room.  His face hore a smiling louk, the eyes had lost the wild alare
and the whole appearance of the man was ealm and collected. o

¢t Mr. Mortimer and gentlemen, pray, pardon my intrusion,” he
sadddy the aceents of his voice being delightfully modulated. ¢1 felt
that 1 could not vetive to vest withont apologising for my strange and
ungentlemanly hehaviour, To me my action appears more than
incomprehensible. As 1 told Ranulph, I now tell you, with all
sineerity, that 1 did not feel well in the early part of the evening,
and when lightuing is in the air my head becomes st wungely affected.
Music also, instead of acting asasedative by distracting my thoughts,
always adds fuel to the mental flame. It was for that reason
that 1 at fivst declined to exhibit my poor powers. 1f 1 alarmed
Murs. Mortimer and the other ladies 1 am traly sorry, and will carry
my repentance to them to-morrow, and will throw myself upon thew
gcll‘(.:l"l:slly for u pardon or paticutly submit to their censuve.

“The doctor glanced strangely at me, and carelessly said :

*OMe Treavers, when abrowd did you ever suffer from sunstroke ¢’

“¢Never, sivy firmly answered the tutor, and his voice lost its
softuess. Tt may have been my fancy, but I thought that his brilliant
eyes shone for i monment with a haneful tight,

“* Were you ever thrown from a horse 7’ continued Daley,

“¢Noy veturned Travers.

*Have you ever fullen from the effects of an accident or by a
wilful blow from some one?’

“ Again there came a negative,

“r80 far as you know,” persisted the medico, ¢ were your pro-
wenitors free from brain trouble ¥

* Doctor Daley, why question me thus ¥’ and the tones of the
vaice betrayed irvitation. L ean answer for the mental sonndness of
my father and mother. bot as 1 did not sce the world’s lieht during
the lifetimes of my paternal and maternal g':lmlp:u'cnt; I cunnucé
gratify vour curiosity as to their respeetive mental conditions.’

" Mr Travers, quickly said the doctor, * ) am sorry if my motives
lve been misunderstood, and 1 tender an apology. You voluntarily
told us of  your symptoms, and as a medieal man 1 songht to glean,
for. yonr ultimate benefit, information that might enable me to
account for your condition of mind,’

“The countenance of the tutor at once eleared, and the conversu-
tion took another turn,

“Travers was an excellent racontear.  His stories of travel and
adventnre were velated in o munner most delightfal to hear.  His
reminiseences were related not in the ordinary common-place way,
but with dramatic imensity.  In addition to is other gifts he was
horn aetor; and would have won lanrels on the stage. The evening
that had commenced so gloomily ended most :1_‘_;'|'uu:l.l)ly. Nutare, ulsg:
smiled,  The storm clouds sailed away, and @ heaatiful moon bathed
everything in a soft light, A

AL ittde thonght when ad the stroke of midnight 1 bade
my guests and Travers - good night,” ihat it was destined to be my

Jast happy one. Upon reaching my room 1 found that my wife had
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not vetived to rest. T partly told her the substance of the conversa-
tion that had taken place in the smoking-room. She expressed
snrprise ab its purports I told her that under the circwmstances 1
should have to terminate Travers’s engagement. To this she agreed.

“ Tt may scem ab the first sight nngratefnl, not to say unkind,
I remarked, ‘but the boy’s mind, intellectnal though it is, may be
warped by a stronger one.  Travers has been an excellent tutor, but
if insanity develops itself, as Daley foreshadows, ane cannot tell what
might happen.  Ranulpl’s future and happiness are dear to both of
us. I regret that T did not send him a year or two ago to a public
school. T am afraid that we shall have some difliculty with him
when he hears of onr intentions.

“My wife then said: ¢ For some time past I have noficed the
influence that Travers has excrcised over Ranulph. He appears to
be gifted with the powers of fascination. This attribute of his has
been noticed by others. To-night his strange behaviowr has
thoronghly nnnerved me, and after what Doctor Daley has snid 1
shall not be happy whilst Travers remains in the house. If his
mind becomes suddenly and permanently unhinged there is no
kuowing what phase of madness might be developed.

“To my surprise she started to her feet, and, rushing to the
window enrtains, she peered behind them.

“¢What is the matter P’ T asked in alarm.

¢ Chide me for being foolish,’ she returned and forced a smile.
‘A fecling of apprehension took- possession of me just now,” she
continued, ‘ that some one was hiding in the room. I fancied that I
saw the curtaing move.

“‘The effects, my dear, of the night air stealing through the
curtains. Nothing more serious,’ I said. ‘I am afraid that the
storm has affected your nervous system,” I suggested as T walked
towards the casement,

“¢Hark! what is that,” she cried in terror, and her checks lost
their colour.,

¢ I heard nothing, my love,’ I said, reassnringly as I took her in
my arms. ‘It is a case of nerves, and you mnst consult Daley in the
morning.  What was it that startled you the sccond time?” [
enquired,

“¢] fancied T heard some one muttering and at the same time a
strange numbness stole over me.’

¢ [ hewrd nothing, 15thel,” T said.

oyl
l'\ﬁm\m l' '

“T took a taper from the table and, darting to the door, T flung it open.”

“*That may be,” she returned, * but yon were at the window.!

“To humonr her [ then asked ¢ Where did the sonnds appear to
come {rom?’

“4The passage,” she answered.

“1 took a taper from the table and darting {o the door T flung it
open and holding the light on high glanced vight and left.  Theve was
naone about. [ did not think that there wonld be.  Twerely opened
the door to ealm my wife's fears. My action had the desired effect
as her terror and her strange feelings passed away.,

“ At breakfast next morning every one appenred to be in a normal
condition and neither the storm of the previous night nor the tutor's
hehaviowr was wentioned. T may add that Travers was invaviahly
an early riser and hreakfasted alone.  We saw him at Tunch and he
appeared to be in the best of health and spivits, 1 heard from my
wife Jater that he had tendered an apology to the ladies hefore they
left the Hall,  Our daily life was uneventful.  Ranulph generally
parsned his studies with the tutor from ten o’clock aan. to one p..
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and from two o’clock to four in the afternoon. My wife and T would
drive out and return in time for lunch. Onr hoy after his studics
were finished for the day would be left to his own devices, Swim-
ming and angling were his chief relaxations in the snmmer.

“On the day of hlack misfortune my wife and T lunched alone,
and afterwards 1 took a stroll in the park. It was a glovions after-
noon, the sky was clondless and the rays of the l)ri};hb sun were
tempered by a balmy breeze. The rain’of the previous night had
freshened up the trees, the hedges and the sward.  As I walked along
drawing in huge draughts of the sweet air, my spirits rose, and as
my cyes took in the beauties of the smiling landscape I thanked
Providence for the blessings that had been showered upon me.

“ My lot in life had indeed been east in pleasant places. My
agrecable reveric was interrupted by seeing one of the stable lads
rumnng in an agitated manner towards a keeper’s cottage. He saw
me and at onee altered his conrse and came panting towards me.
oo Oh! siv—sir—sir, he stammeored, ‘some one has been bathin’
in the Black Copse Pool and is drowned !’

“*How do you know that ?* I demanded.

TR clothes ave lyin’ by the side of the pool and T saw some-
thin’ white under the water.” Tt gave me a fright and T ran away.'

““Go to the cottage and get a boat-hook and bring it on to me at
the pool,” I said. “If Radley the keeper be in tell him to bring a
blanket and some brandy. If he be out ask his wife to let you have
the things. Life may not be extinet.’ ' .

‘“The boy flew to exceute my bidding and I hastened to the scen
of the disaster. The lad’s statement was correct. On the far side of

“T could see the form of a hody beneath the water, a fow yards from
the bank.”

the pool T saw some wearing apparel lying neatly folded, and I could
sce the form of a body beneath the water, a few yards from the bank.
1 was abont to divest myself of my outer garments as a preliminary
to wading and swimming out to the objeet when the boy appuﬂre'd
heaving the boat-hook. "The paal was of some extent and [ had a
boat always moored there for the purposes of pleasure and sport,
The oars and boat-hook were always kept when not in useat Radley’s
coltage. .

“The hoy and T entered the boat and puashed off to where the
body wus.  Whilst the lad steadied the boat I leant over, aud, placing
my wrms around the form which was lying face downwards, T lifted it
up.  Great God!it was the nude body of my poor son.  Strong man
as I was Ishricked in agony and in my distress let the hody fall back
into the water. The hoy showed more cooluess, he dragged the
imanimate form into the boat and made for the bank., By this time
the keeper had arvived, and taking in the sid sitnation at i glance he
placed the form of my poor son ou the bank and commenced to make
efforts at resuscitation. I was dazed, nerveless, and could only gaze
with staring orbs of despair on the livid featnres of the beloved one.
The bay wits sent by the keeper to procure medicnl assistance,

“As | gazed as if fascinated a dreadful feeling of oppression over-
eame me as iy heavt told me that all was over. The eyes of the
drowne:d were wide open and were staring at the heautiful skies whose
colour in life they had vivalled.  The onee handsome features were
distorted and the teeth were elenched. The keeper presently said to
me in emotional accents

“ofam afraid, siry that we are too late {o rvestore life. Poor
young master has gone !’ ,

“ My gricf was too great for utterance, I could ouly grasp the
worthy fellow's hand, and my eyes hitherto unmoistened gushed
forth tears, and | zave way {o o pavoxysm of grief, On this
slamity [ cannot longer dwell.  Suflice it to record that on Th.
Daley’s arrival he gave it as his opinion that the poor lad had heen
dead nearly two hours and that the cause of death was suffocation
by drowning.  Ranulph had probably been attacked by cramp—but
had had sullicient presence of mind to swinm to shallow water ere
conscionsness forsook him, as the depth of water where he was
found was not move than three feet. '

“When the news was broken to my wife hy Dr. Daley, her
sorrow was overwhelming,  She beeame hystevieal, was put to bed
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and for days hovered befween reason and insanity. Happily for ne,
she vecovered, but her natural gaiety of heart never veburned to
brighten our desolate hearth. 'T'ravers, too, was gre‘atl‘y overeonie,
and at the funeral he quite lost the control of his feelings and broke
down, He shortly afterwards left us, :m(} satd that he 111101\(]0(1
again to travel in the Kast. 1 have only received one letter from him,
and it bore a foreign postmark.  The contents were brief and were
to the effect that his old restiessness had veturned, and had
compelled him to wander from place to place. A few days after the
receipt of'this letter my wife strangely (l@nppc:'u-ul. 1 hiad been
away for a week orso,ona visit to. some friends in the North, :mdv
on my return home by coach I received the startling news that ‘m)
wife had left the Hall. Her maid was the last of the household to
sec her. My wife had dined alone, and had complained afterwards
of not feeling well. It was an oppressive night a‘nd a thunderstorm
had raged for a few hours. Lllen, the mmd,. having :'lt('(.’ndfad to her
lady’s requirements, was dismissed for the night. About cight next
morning she had gone to her mistress’s bedroom to discharge her uS}ml
dntics, To her alarm she found the room untenanted. Noth!ng
appeaved to he disturbed, but my wife’s morning costume, which
Kllen had placed out over night ready for use was missing. 'II}-
spection of the wavdrohe also disclosed the fact Hmt. my wife's
suammer hat and cloak were also gone, but her valnable jewels were
intact. No one had seen her leave the Hall. nor had she left a
single line of explanation as to her strange conduct. This second
blow, following so soon after the Ot}lﬁl" plunged me to the loycst
depths of despair. Thecame seriously ill, and was quite nable to direct
any enquiries. However, an old friend of mine who had recently
refmrned from abroad, and to whom I wrote, came to the Hall, and
at once sct to work to solve the mystery. For weeks he labonred
incessantly, but alas! without success. When I recovered my
health, the dear fellow told me of the efforts that he had made on
my behalf. I feel grateful to him. Months have passed,.but no
tidings of my wife have come to hand. Can she be de.adr Was
her spirit with me yester night? To-day is the anniversary of
her strange disappearance. I commenced this fragment last evening.
Feeling unaccountably fatigued 1 ceased my task and retived to rest,
but alas! not to sleep. Insomnia, from which J' have suﬁerqd for
many- weary months, held possession of me. I trned. to shake it off,
but in vain. My limbs and body appeared to be destitute of fecling,
but my brain was perfectly active. My sense of hearing was alert,
and T Decame aware that there was a something in t!xe room——'l‘l.xcre
was no light burning and thercfore I could not discern anything.
A belief m the supernatural has never fo_rme(! part of my nature,
hut at that moment scepticism’ on the subject for the time left me.
My nervous system, mueh shattered by sorrow. could not hear the
strain, and a faintness gradually stole over me. I essayed to rise to
ring for Jonson, my servant, but in vain. Fre consciousness forsook
me I swear that T heard my dear wife's voice.—The words were
¢ Husband, dear hinsband, come to me!’  When my senses returned,
the morning light was stealing throngh the ensement T felt weak
and ill, but my limbs had regained theiy l'x(mnal condition. I arose
and dwwing back the cartains of the window I gazed wpon the
charming landscape, from which the mist was slowly rising and
presaging a glovions day. To-night T am expecting to see my friend.
Will he bring me good news ! My pen Hes idle [ willresume it
to-morrow."”

CHAPTER 1V,

“ Poor Mortimer,” sighed the worthy justive, as he placed ihe
unfinished MS. on the table; * that morrow never came.  Doctor, do
you helieve in presentiments 77 ) . ' '

“Certainly not,” promptly replied Daley. Men of medieal
seience never do.  Our late friend’s trials and the want of sleep had
acted on a naturally highly-sensitive and romantic nua.g.r_;isuu ion,
The fact that yesterday was the wnniversary of his wife's dis.
appearance, and that his mind and pen were engaged in composing
yonder work, eonjured np the whole thing.” . _

“That is to say, Doctor,” ohserved the justice, *the feclmgs
described by him, and the statement that he heard the voice of his
wife, were pure hallueinations.”

“Lxactly so.  However, T will tell you this—that the symptoms
mentioned 1').\' him are frequently the forerunners of dementin, 'The
fancied heaving of uncanny sounds and voices 15 a common symptom
in certain phases of mental disease.  Mr. 1\1(“)01:0\};;]1, continued
the medico, ** were yon the heaver of good or had tidings to our poor
friend.” . .

“ No, T was not; but | had made a discovery which | thought of
suflicient importanee to wurrant my seeing him. I wrote a few days
ago o the effeet that 1 should reach home last night—I live some
ten miles from here.  He expected me at ten, As T have told you,
my intention was frustrated by the fearful storm that su‘dd?n);\'
arose. 1 am a good horseman, but my steed, like tl'lc old Sqnn-‘cs
Fivefly, cannot be trnsted to earry one with safety in the face of
thunderstorn.” » ) Y

» May [solicit your confidence us to the purport of the discovery v
said the jnstice. .

“ Not at present, sir” somewhat cvnsx\'ul.y answered th.c oth.cx-, u.nd
his manner heewme reserved, [ will await the vesult of the inquiry
on last night’s sad work.”

At this juncture a knock was heard,

“Come !’ said Mr, Courtley.

The dooy opened, and Bryant entered,

“Sorry to infinde, gentlemen,” said he, respectfully, as he stood
twirling his hat hetween his fingers restlessly, “hat 1 have a serious
matter to communicate.”

“Beaving on the sapposed murder ?” - queried the justice,
eagerly.

“Yeg, siv,” whispered the ofticer, us he quictly closed the door.
 If my suspicions are correct the murderer is in the house at this
noment.”

This statement stavtled his heavers considerably.

“Who is it ? ” demanded Mr. Cowrtley,

“ Jouson, the valet,” veturned the officer, emphatically.  He then,
in guarded tones, spoke us follows: *“Upon searching the library
short time ago | picked np this buttou. which bears the Mortimer
cerest, and, as you see, there is a picce of cloth adhering to the shank,
Tt bears the appearance as if it had been violently torn from a
garment. I therefore, gentlemen, came to the conclusion that
Mr. Mortimer had been attacked by one of his own houschold, and, in
the struggle that ensued, the squire had wrenched off one of the buttons
of the waistcoat of his assailant. My suspicions at once fell upon
the valet. I may tell yon, gentlemen, I thought at the time when
he was being questioned as to his master’s movements and habits he
was far too ready with his answers. If you recollect he volunteered
statements.”

“ That is so,” assented the justice: “but his econcern and grief
were so marked.” '

“ Play-acting, siv: nothing move,” coolly veturned the ofticer,
“He had thought out the whole bag of tricks, rehearsed the part,
and mummed it well.” ~

“ But how about the marks of the muddy hob-nailed hoots on
the terrace, and their traces on the gravel path?” queried the
doctor.

“ Only a blind, siv,” was the reply. **He had pnt them on for
the purpose of raising a false scent. At the spot where the foot-
prints ceased he had taken the large boots off, which he had pro-
cured for the purpose as he has small feet, and returned to the house
in lis stockings. The vain soon washed these faint marks away. 1
hope to find the boots; they ave in the house, I am sure.”

“This is a very serious charge to make, Bryant,” said M.
Conrtley. **I know that you professional men ave gifted with
greater acumen than ordinavy individuals, but the finding of that
button is » very slender clue to go upon.

“You have not heard all, sir,’ respectfully said the man,
“ Allow me to proceed. I went to Jonson’s room, and found it
empty. Had he been there I should have made some excuse for
intrnding. © I searched the place and found another link in the
chain of evidence.  Stuffed between the bed clothes and the mattress
I found a waistcoat with one of the buttons missing. Here it is,”
and the speaker trinmphantly produeed from one of his capacions
pockets the garment in question.

The Justice and his companions examined it curionsly. There
was not the slightest doubt but that the detached button had
originally formed part of the waisteont. The result was, the Jnstice
issued his warrant for the avrest of the valet on suspicion.

The man must have been a most consummate actor. He pro-
tested, eried, knelt, and called upon God to prove his innocence. He
was little more than a youth, and the spectators present at Lis
arvest weve greatly moved by his apparent distress. The only
person who remained callons and unconcerned was the ex-Baw-
street officer, whose face wore a grim smile.

My Courtley, unofficially, interviewed the members of the late
Mzr. Mortimer’s household, and everyone spoke in the highest terms
of commendation of the suspected man, He had originally been a
page at the Hall, and by good conduct had gradually worked his
way up to the position of confidential servant to the Squive. His
fetlow servants all declaved their belief in his innocence.

The old butler was lond in his praise of his subordinate, and
said that he had gone carcfully through a list of the plate and
other valuables, and nothing was missing, He had never heard of
any fanit-finding, as the late Mr. Mortimer, he said, * was the most
even-tempered and indulgent of masters.”  What maotive, he nrged,
was there for the erime-—neither revenge nor gain,

For the purposes of this story it is suflicient to relate that the
coroner’s jury unanimously brought ina verdiet “ That My, Mortimer
was murdered by some person or persons nuknown.”  T'hey exoneruted
Jonson from all complicity in the matter. However, the valet was
brought hefore the local justices, and subsequently committed for
trial. :

Mr. Aldborongh, who had heen greatly impressed by Jonson’s
bearing, and, for other reasons which he wounld not disclose, engaged
clever counsel on the prisoner’s hehalf, and in the end the man was
honourably acquitted, the chief plea set up for the defence briefly
being that the acinal murderer had scereted himself in the house,
had cut the wires, removed the button from the waisteoat, placed it
in the libray—-where it was found—and seereted the garment under
the vadet’s bed, with a view to throw suspicion upon him.

The verdiet gratified all in the village except Bryant, the
constable, and o few ofg his cronies, who helieved that Jonson had
cheated the gallows.  The ex-valet shortly after the trial, and at the
suggestion of his patron, Mr. Aldhorongh, left the locality and took
service in London,

Years passed, the effects of the Hall had been dispersed, and it
gradually fell into dleeay. A distant relative on the female line of
the murdered man inherited the property, but the place bore such a

.
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bad reputation that he declined to live in it. He tried to sell or to
fease it, but in vain.

% ¥ % * " % *

Tt happened one Christmastide that Mr. Courtley, the reader’s
old acquaintance, had a lavge gathering at his place. He was still
vigorous, and hore the weight and cares of his seventy years well.
Among those present at the festivities weve Dactor Daley and Me.
Aldborough. Old Squire Broxton had long since joined his ancestors
in their Eternal sleep. i )

The house-party were seated at breakfast when the mail-bag
arrived. The contents were duly sorted out, and the respective
recipients settled down to a quict perusal of their letters. ]

“Light at Jast!” exclaimed the host, who had been reading a
somewhat lengthy epistle.  “Daley, old friend, and yon. too,
Aldborough, I am glad that you are here. You were hoth firm
believers in the innocence of Jonson, and you were right. These
communications clear the atmosphere of mystery that has so long
shrouded our locality, and the suspicion that has rested in the
minds of some on an innocent man will be removed when these
documents become commeon property. 1 will first read the letter
enclosing the confession of the calprit. It is dated from a station
among the hills on the fronticr of Afghanistan.

“Drar Sir,—I send you the enclosed confession.  Your name
being mentioned therein, I, on reference to the (?mmty Dire(;fO}‘ v,
was pleased to learn that you were still alive and in the Connmission
of the Peace for the distriet where the horrible evimes took place.

“The confession was taken down in the presence of a local
Commissioner, his clerk and myself. 1 wmay tell you that the
wretched man was brought here some time ago, and placed nnder
my care. He appeared to be suffering from some subtle brain
disease. He frequently had fits and on recovery would vecasionally
lose all consciousness, and remain in a trance-like condition for days.
His was a most ¢nrious and complieated case.

“Several friends of mine who were on the Medical Staff came
and saw him, and were as much mystified as' I was.  Afterwards he
could talk most rationally and eloquently. He was the wreck of a
once great personality, hoth physical and mental.

“On other oceasions and particnlarly towards the end he would
pretend that he saw visions, and would hold conversation w.ith them,
sometimes in English, but more frequently in Hindustani. 1 may
also tell you that in addition to the brain mischicf, I found, un
examination, that there was a cardine affection of long standing, and
one likely to prove mortal at any moment.

“ Under careful nursing and medical treatment his mind hecamo
more composed, and his general condition of health impros:ed. (_)ne
sultry night, whenthe air was almoststifling, I was seated by his hedside.
He was asleep; his swarthy face was vendered still darker by the massof
black hair that surmounted it. His features in repose were strikingly
handsome, notwithstanding the vavages of ill-health.  His lips wore
a defiant expression, and heing partly open showed teeth of ivory
whiteness. As T gazed upon his face T was struck with its
fascinating, thongh saturnine cxpression. It was the counten-
ance of a man of evil pussions, such a one as Danté must have had
in mind when he funcifully wrote of those who peopled the regions
of the damned.

“As T watched the face of the sleeping stranger, an affrighted
expression gradually shadowed it like a mask.  Beads of perspivation
stood on the prominent temples, and his lips convulsively moved.

“ T have stated that the night was oppressive, and my head told
me the air was charged with an electrical current.  Presently low
muttering thunder was heard and a soughing wind stirred the trees.

“cPhere is a storm brewing, 1 said as T arose and closed the
shutters. T again vesumed my vigil.  Presently my patient sprang
up in a sitting position, and his gleaming eyes were fixed on vacancy,
Slowly he spoke in the Hindu langnage.

“¢Qreat Mother Kali! Tam here! What is your will? Do you
call upon me to sacrifice another victim to thy altar?  No, T will sin
no more!’ 1 placed my arms avound him and tried to foree him to
a recumbent position. T knew that I held in my grasp a madman,
one who was not responsible for his actions, but strong man as I
wis, & nervousness eame over me when I gleaned by his wanderings
that I had to deal with a Thng. He fancied that he was confronted
hy the fabled goddess Kali; to whom in the wild jungles and fast-
nesses, altars of sacrifice are raised. To add to the horror of the
scene, the storm nereased in violence.  The man for a moment
beesnme ealm, and mattered :

HeGreat Spirit of the Sacred Altars, I have angered yon!
Forgive your son! You still frown apon me! Why is this? Hark!
how the storm fiends shrick and howl! Siva, the Destroyer, has
more power to-night thaun Vishnu the Preserver! Ye wre pointing
to the accwrsed Feringhee! Must he die? Ye smile in assent.
Great Goddess thou shalt be, oheyed ! Siva stvengthen my fingers!’
A fearful paroxysm then took possession of him, and his strong
musenlar fingers tried to cluteh my threoat. 1 exerted my ntmost,
strength to keep him on the bed, but in vain, A fearful strnggle
ensned, but his strength gradually left him and he velapsed into a
death-like faint.

*“1 lifted him into hed, applied ice to his temples, and foreed some
sul rolatile down his threoat. After a time the action of his heart
grew stronger, his eyes opened, and in them shone the light of
returning reason, I gave him o composing draught, spoke soothingly
to him, and, to my great relief, he shortly after slept as placidly as a

child. T made up my mind, however, that in future he shonld be
under the care of two pevsons, both night and day. . .

* The native male nuvse, who spoke English well, had been most
assidnous in_his attention to the sick man.  On the night in question
I had sent him to bed. He came again on daty at sunvise. I told
him what had taken place, and warned him to he alert, and on the
least alarm to summon me. I promised him that in the conrse of
the day T would send him a companion to share his duties. If in my
absence on oflicial duty the fits of homicidal phreasy shonld again he
manifest, that he and his colleagne should firmly restrain the man,
hut were not to use violence. ’

** At noon T looked in, and was pleased to see that the patient was
in one of his Tucid moods.  The attendants told me thaé the sick man
had partaken freely of nourishment, and had heen conversing with
them most coherently.

“He asked me to accord him a few minutes’ private conversation,
When the nurses had left, he said to me :

“‘ Doctor, I am mnot long for this world! Am I not right? T
wish to make & confession. It is useless to fence with me. My hold
on life in held but by a thread. The mischief lies here, and he
pinced his hand in the region of his heart.  * I havebeen and still am
inpain. A feeling takes possession of me oceasionally as of suffoca-
Hon, then a deathly faintness follows. Please examine me.'

*“Iapplied the stethoscope, aud the result was ominons. Anging
pectoris had him in its grip. I told him that he was in a scrious
condition, and it was necessary that he should at once sebtle all
worldly matters, as a mortal syncope might overtake him at any
moment.

“ “Will yon he good enough,’ he said in quict tones,  to send for
the Resident Commissioner, as the commnnication I have to make is
in the nature of a dying deposition. I wish to clear the character of
one who, though acquitted by the kuw, has for years rested under the
suspicion of many in his native village as a murderer.’

*“When the functionary, who was accompanied by his clerk,
wrived the dying man asked me to give him a strong stimnlant,
Having partaken of this, his voice, which before the draught had
been painfully weak, grew strong; aud in slow but measured aceents
he dictated to the elerk the confession which 1 have the honour to
forward for your pemsal,

“Yours obediently,
“Koaar Ravron, M.R.C.S. (Kngland),

“To Ambiose Courtley, Esq., J. I,

“P.8.—I have to add that, shortly after he had signed the
document; with a hand appavently so fecble as to require guidanee,
he was seized with a wild paroxysm, and his muscular power was
such that it took owr united strength to restrain him from doing an
injury. His homicidal mania returned, and he strove to strangle one
of us. He foamed at the mouth like a wild beast, struggled fiereely,
shricked ont,  Father Siva the Destroyer, I am thine! (ireat
Goddess Kali, reecive yonr son,” and fell hack lifeless.

Tui CoNressioy.

I, Michacel Travers, being on my bed of death, have to confess to
the perpetration of two murders committed at Mortimer, in Stafford-
shire, England, in the year 1822, Before giving the details, I have
to state that I am not w native of the British Isles. T was born
amidst the Indian mountains. My father was a native priest, a
Brahmin, and my mother was his mistress. She was of English
paventage, but born in Bengal, 1 bear her name.

My father was held in high vencration by his people, was deeply
versed in Sanscrit and many other ancient languages. He was the
head of o powerful seeret society, whose titulur goddess was Kali.

“I was brought wp under his personal care, and beeame, as I
advanced in years, an enthusiast in the doctrines that he preached,
and a firm believer in the saerifieal observances which he practised.
What they were it forms no part of my intention to disclose.

“I was moulded to my father’s will, and for purposes of his own
it became necessary that I should receive an Knglish education and
afterwards sojourn in the British Islands, I accordingly studied for
some years at Bombay aund left that eity in possession of high creden-
tials.  In my 2kth year T came to England and became the tutor
of o youth, the only son of a Mr. Rannlph Mortimer, a Staffordshire
magnate. The hoy was naturally clever. 1 became attached to
him, found him an apt pupil, and in seven years few youths of his
age were possessed of so mueh ancient and modern knowledge.

' One evening before the outhreak of a great storm there were
assembled o namber of guests at Mortimer Hall, Among those
present it is only necessary that I should mention the names of two,
namely, Mr. Ambrose Courtley, a Justice of the Peace, and Doctor
Simeon Daley.  The first mentioned I liked, but the latter I disliked.
At certain times, especially when the eclements ave about to he
violently disturbed, 1 hecome morose and melancholy. I was asked on
that night to contribute some musieal selections by my pupil, but not
feeling well I at fivst declined, bnt snbscequently consented,

*Then followed the storm, and my dark fit came on.  T'o avoid a
scene 1 hurriedly left the apattment.” When the tempest ceased my
calmness returned, and feeling ashamed of my conduct I made my
way to the room where the Squire and his male guests were. I was
about to enter when 1 heard my name mentioned. Something nrged
me to play the caves-dropper. 1 heard that in consequence of my
condunet.—* Incipient madness,” Daley called it. Imbecile that he



was —the boy was to he taken from me and sent to one of the Public
Schools.

“Wehen the conversation took a general turn T enfered aud
apologised for my, to them, strange behaviowr in the carly part of the
evening.  When Mr. Mortimer retived T followed and privately
overheard the conversation that took place hetween him and his wife.
In examining some time hefore a quantity of old manuscripts T eame
across the plan of a portion of the Hall that had been buils shortly
after the Reformation. The Mortimers down to the time of William
and Marvy had been Romanists, and there were in the Hall several
scerel rooms and passages contrived for the lodgment of the priests.
I turned my knowledge to account and was enabled to hear all:

“ A feeling then took possession of me which I cannot describe.
The being whose chavacter I had formed, whose natural gifts I had
improved by my fostering eare and whose destiny I intended to control
was to be taken from me.  Base ingratitude.  All night T brooded
on the subject and in my sleep Siva appeared to me and bade me kill
the boy. 1t was the custom of the youth to bathe in a pool within a
retived and private pavt of the grounds.

“TLeaving the house unobserved T went to the spot and there
heheld him disporting in the water. T undressed and joined him in
his diversion. My evil spirit urged me to take life. Fora time I
fought against it but fell at last. He struggled and pleaded for life
but I held him under the water till he was dead. T returned to the
house without being observed. They all thought that his death was
the result of an accident. At the funeral a terrible revulsion of feel-
ing eame over me and I wept like a child,

“The next idea that took possession of me was to bring my power
of will to bear upun the weakness of Mrs. Mortimer. The writings
and practices of Frederick Anthony Mesmer were regarded by the
million as idle and superstitious. T have studied his teachings, but they
are as nothing compared with the laws of animal magnetism as taught
by my father whose influence over man and beast has many times
held me enthrilled.  He told me that in time his gifts would pale
before mine.

“In Mrs. Mortimer I had an excellent subject upon whom to
experimentalise,  She was of a romantic and highly strung tempera-
ment. In the absence of her husband T exerted my powers and she
became o mere puppet to my will. T left the mausion and gave ont
that T was going abroad. T only wailed for a fitting opportunity to
‘carry out my scheme. It soon eame. My, Mortimer went to the
North to sce some friends. I seeretly reinrned to the Hall the night
before his expeeted return. By means of the secret passage T made
my way to her chamber, and concealed myself t_hcrcin till the
departure of hermaid, and, calliug to my aid my art, T made her leave
the Hall for ever.  We went abroad, and under assumed names lived
as man and wife. T was devoted to her and so she was to me. It
came to my knowledge some time after that enquiries were being made,
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“ A friend of Mortimer’s named Aldborongh had scen me, and his
suspicions were aroused. T determined upon n great step. I.went
to England, and on the night before the great storm 1 seeretly visited
the Hall and remained there in hiding.  On that night T acted the
ghost, and Mortimer, the doting idiot, imagined that his wife in spivit
was at his hedside and that she spoke to him.  On the following night
I'watched wmy opportanity, and during the height of the storm T
strangled him. I had painted my face to resemble that of a typical
demon. .

“The poor fool took me at fivst to be one.  He fought stubbornly
for life and got hold of the hell pull, hut I had ent the wire. The
steps T took to throw suspicion on Jonson the valet were suceessful.
The hidden waistcoat and the detached button served my turn.  The
newspapers of the day fully veported the case. The man was
acquitted, but many believed him to be gnilty. T returned to France
intending after a time to make Ethel my wife.  Shortly after landing
and whilst travelling in the diligence T heard the awful news that
she had perished with others in a fire that destroyed the hotel where
we had lived. I cannot say anything further. 1 am choking and
have but a few minutes to live. My confession and my life's history
here ends. I am going blind  Oh, Brahma! my heart, my heart.
Quick, give me the pen! Guide my hand! “ Miciaen Travenrs.”

Nore.—* The above confession was taken down by my clerk, Me,
John Robhinson, on the night of the first of September, 1831, in m
. ’ =] . . ?
presence and in the presence of Mr. Iidgar Railton, a Member of the
Royal College of Surgeons, Eugland. The dying manrefused to take
Lol kel ’ ] . ) fw] . . .
the customary oath as he said shat it would not be binding on his
conscience.~— Cuarnes Macpoxarn, Commissioner.”

“ A most dreadful and cold blooded confession,” remarked Mr.
Courtley. “Initthe wretehed man expresses no regret for his erime,
and yet with a strange inconsistency was anxious not to leave the
world without offering some reparation to the man Jonson, who
althongh held bHlameless by the law, yet has, for many yecars, been
regarded with suspicion by those to whom the erime is yet fresh.

“ Another phase of Traver’s dementia,” observed the doctor. * Ho
was one of those whowould have submitted to torture unmurmuringly,”
or momnted the gallows intrepidly, not in the spirit of mere bravado,
but with perfect sangfroid. He possessed good and bad qualitics.
Unhappily the latter were predominant, but hereditary madness was
the primary cause of his downfall.”

* % * * ¥ % *

Mortimer Hall has long since heen demolished, hut the Black
Capse Pool still remains, and the saperstitions say that at times they
ean hear in the wailing wind the moans and pitiful cries of the
murdered hoy.
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Rnights Templars,

_HE precise origin of Masonic Knight Templary
has not yet been discovered, but the able and
interesting address on * The Origin and Progress
of Chivalric Freemasonry,” l)) Sir Charles A.
Cameron, M.D., C.B. (April 26th, 1900) w ill help
very much in that direction. It contains many
well authenticated facts on the subject, skilfully arranged and
most carefully digested and explained, and is by far the best
summary yet pubhshcd

It seems impossible, at present, to decide which of the three
countries (England, Scotland, or Ireland) was the first to work
the Knight Templar Dccrrec, though, if the “ Early Grand
Encampment” is anything like the age claimed by its friends,
the latter country must be accepted as the premier home of that
Ceremony; but even then, its actual origin would remain
unsolved. The Degree may have been arranged by brethren
connected with one of the three countrics named and nof an
importation from France, as is generally supposed, and certainly
the evidence tends in such a direction.

So far as is known the Royal Arch was always a nccessary
prerequisite for Knight Templary during the last century, and
assuming that fact to be admitted, it appecars to be more likely
that the Ceremony is of British or Irish origin rather than of
Continental manufacture. Its Military character, in part, is more
in favour of Ireland than cither of the other two countries, and
any way, as an organisation, with numerous subordinates, the
“Early Grand” Body has much evidence in its favour as the
premier K.T. authority of the DBritish Isles. That point,
however, cannot be established, as yet, as (1) in England, the
Degree is met with at Portsmouth so carly as 1778; (2) the
Charter at Bristol is dated Dec. 2oth, 1780, and provides for the
Degree being conferred only on those who have “ passed the
four Degrees of Masonry " fees were to be paid on Subordinate
“Grand Encampments” being warranted, and none were to be

recogniscd unless authorisced by that t Supreme Grand and

Royal Encampment,” or constituted pnor to 1780, and (3) the
“Five Degrees or Orders of Masonry” were regularly worked at
York under the wing of the “Grand Lodge of 2// Lngland,”
Certificate being preservcd of the year 1779, having these ﬁvc
Degrees duly noted as being given from January to November
mcluswe These dates are as (_dll} as any yet traced elsewhere
in Great Britain and Ireland.

There are other sources of information, which, however,
leave the matter undecided, but the oldest minutes known
cerfainly connect Ireland more immediately with the honour of
being one of the carliest (probably the first) to make the Degree
known in America. The * Massachusetts Grand Lodge" was
formed at Boston, U.S.A., on December z7th, 1709, by “St.
Andrew’s Lodge (\\arr"mted by Scotland in 1756) with the
assistance of three Army Lodges held in the 14th Regiment
(No. 58 England), 29th Regnncnt (No. 322 Ireland), and G4th
chxmcnt (No. 106 Scotland) respectively. A ¢ l\oyal Arch
Lodge ” was held under the agis of “St. Andrew’s,” on August
28th, 1769, when the “ four steps™ were confe rred upon Bro.
William Davis, of “ Lixcellt,
Templar,” subsequcntly termed “the four Degrees of a Royal
Arch Mason,” This is the carliest record of the kind yet
traced as respects the KU1 Ceremony, and it is suggestive to
note that the \W.M. and S.\V. at this meeting, with another

Sup-Lxcell, Roy! Arch and K*'.

member, were the S.W., \W.M,, and J.W. respectively of Lodge
No. 322, Ircland; so that it is but fair to suppose that to these
brethren the St. Andrew’s Lodge was indebted for a know Jedge
of the ceremony. Lodge 56 was constituted in the 14th
Regiment by the © Atholl” G.L. or © Ancients,” in 1759, and
had the right to work the R.A. without another Charter, but no
authority was conferred by its Grand Lodge as to Knight
Templary. The Grand Lodge of Scotland has never recog-
nised cither of thesc two Du»rus though many of its sub-
ordinate Lodges worked them noththshndmp

The “ High Knight 'l‘cmpl ars Lodge,” Dublin, chartered by
“ Mother Lodm Kilwi inning,” wasonly Tor Craft purposes,but it is
evident that the promotcrs were mostly (if not all) Knights Tem-
plars,and it is remarkable that the first WML, in signing the minute
of its inaugural mecting held immediately follow ing its constitu-
tion, Dec. 27th, 1779, added to his name the letters E.G.M.)”
and the next in rank those of “IE.G.S\W.,” thus proving they
were Larly Grand Knight Templars. This Lodge had appa-
rently assembled previously, and the Scottish Lodgc onlv
authorised its members to meet under the “Kilwinning”
auspices, W ith “all powers and privileges which now are, or Tor
any time past, may have been 1(:0'111\7 enjoyed by any other
Lodge of our u’mtlnfT r.e., for Craft purposes exclusively.

So far as Scotland is concerned, the existing facts all go to
show that the K.T. was introduced into that couniry by the
“Early Grand Encpt. of Ireland,” and the rival organisation,
which later on became the chief of the two Bodies (but the junior
nevertheless), was started by Alex. Deuchar, who had, for some
time, been connected with the “Grand Assembly of Knight
Templ ars in Edinburgh, N™ 31,” holding of the “ Iarly Grand
Body of Ireland, as prmcd by a Certilicate in possession of

Bro. F. J. W. Crowe, of the year 1809, and signed by Deuchar
as G.M.

Sir Charles A. Cameron has done well to bring together, in
such an attractive and useful form, so many facts concerning the
carly History ol Knights Templars in Great Britain and Ireland,
and all of us interested in such a study owe him a debt of
gratitude for the trouble he has taken, and the success he has
achicved.

WM. JAMES HUGHAN.
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is through the courtesy of Bro. W. Watson of
of Leeds, Librarian of the Prov. G. Lodge of
West Yorkshire, that we are able to lay before our
readers reduced Facsimile Reproductions of sundry
pages (1) of Dr. Fifield’s Dassigny’s famous
treatise entitled ““ Serious and Impartial Enquiry
into the Cause of the Present Decay of Freemasonry in [reland,”
which was published in Dublin in 1744 ; and portion of Thomas

W. Embleton MS., and the Macnab MS. of the Old Constitu-
tional Books, which are in the possession of the Prov. G. Lodge
of West Yorkshire, and which date from A.D. 1680 (c/rca) and
1722 respectively. We are conlident that our readers—especially
those who interest themselves in our “OIld Charges”—will
appreciate Bro. Watson’s kindnessin according us this privilege.
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The Eldepts.

HOSE who have given close attention to the
progress of Masonry during the 25 or 3o years
that followed the establishment of the Grand
Lodge of Lngland have doubtless .read of a
certain Charles Sackville, Earl—or Duke, as he is
crroneously described—of Middlesex, the lodge he is said
to have founded in Italy, and the medai struck by Natter
in his honour in 1733. This is the oldest medal, of the existence
of which there is authentic evidence, and as may be imagined,
not many specimens of it are met with. Doubts have been
raised as to its genuineness, or rather, perhaps, as to the genuine-
ness of the date inscribed upon it. The late Bro. the Rev.
A. F. A. Woodford, in Kenning's “Encyclopadia of Frec-
masonry,” of which he was editor, looked with favour upon it tn
this respect, and a few years after the publication of that important
work had, if we remember rightly, the good fortune to meet with
a specimen in the: British Muscum collection.  Contemporary
evidence, however, is forthcoming in abundance which shows
that Charles Sackville, Earl of Middlesex, the eldest son of the
lirst Duke of Dorset, was not only in Italy, but actually in
Florence in 1732, and the earlier months of the following year,
and having regard to the free-and-casy manner in which in those
days Masonic lodges were sct up, there is no special reason
that we can suggest why this Charles Sackville may not have
been a Mason, and started the lodge at Florence in honour of
which this medal of Natter's was struck. It is on record that
his younger brother, Lord George Sackville, was Grand Master
of Ireland in 1751, and that early in 1752 hé was invited to
become G. Master of the “Ancient” Masons, then working
under a Grand Committee, but as Dermott, who was Grand
Secretary at the time, and also once of the deputation that waited
upon his lordship, tells us in his minutes of 1st April, 1752,
““ having read the petition, His lordship told them politely, That
he had the highest veneration for the Ancient Craft, and wish to
promote it.  But he was engaged to attend His [Father, the Lord
Licutenant of Iretand, and was informed that the Grand Lodge
of Ircland had lately chosen him Grand Master, and that upon
his return to England he would accept the chair or recommend
them to another noble Mason.””  But if the younger brother was
a Mason, why may not the clder have been one likewise, and to
go a step further, why may he net, as other young men of rank
were in the habit of doing, taken the liberty of doing what in
humbler men would have been punishable without benefit of
clergy?  Freemasonry was very much in fashion at the time.

But this is a digression which bears only very remotely upon
the story we reproduce and which, we trust, will be overlooked.
What we are desirous of pointing out is that Charles Sackville
was in Florence in 1732 and 1733, and that we are indebted for
the evidence of this to the works of the Rev. Joseph Spence,
who attended the young nobleman in quality of a companion,
and not as a governor.  Nor was this the only foreign tour that
Mr. Spence made in this capacity.  He accompanied Mr, Trevor
on a tour through Holland, Flanders, and France from May,
1737, to February, 1738, with the intention of proceeding to
[taly. But this was impossible, as Mr. Trevor was called home
to offer himself as candidate for a borough.  From Octaber, 1739,
to November, 1742, he travelled with the Earl of Lincoln, after-
wards second Duke of Newcastle, and it was his custom to write
home to his mother full particulars of whatever struck him as being
worthy of record, or likely to interest or amuse her. These memo-
randa’were first published from the original papers, with Notes
and a Life of the author, by Samuel Weller Singer, in 13820, the
publishers being W, I Carpenter, Lower Brook-street, London ;
and Archibald Constable and Co., Edinburgh : and it is from the
narrative of the third and last of these tours, as will be seen
from the date of the letter itself, that the following extra-
ordinary story is quoted.  Doubtless, the reader will have the
same difficulty in maintaining a grave countenance when reading
it as Mr. Spence himself experienced when the story was being
told to him by the Adept.

Turin, August 25, 1740.

Dear Mother,

If the history of Floris was too Melancholy for you
(as I fear it was) I am now going to give you an account of
some people that may be too mysterious for you; such as some
people will scarce believe ever were, or will be, in the world;
however, one of them I have very lately met with; & I must
give you an account of him while ’tis fresh in my memory.

Have you ever heard of the people call'd Adepts? They are
a sett of Philosophers, superiour to whatever appear'd among the
Grecks and Romans.  The three great points they drive at, is
to be frce from Poverty, Distempers, & Death: & if you will
believe them, they have found out one Secret that'is capable of
freeing them from all three! There are never more than twelve
of these men in the world at a time ; & we have the happiness
of having one of the twelve at this time in Turin. I was very
well acquainted with him; & have often talk’d with him of their
Seccrets as {ar as he is allow’d to talk to a comon mortal of
them. )

His name is Audrey; a Frenchman; of a Genteel Air;
but with a certain Gravity in his face, that T never saw in
any Frenchman before. The first time I was in com-
pany with him, as I found he had been a great Traveller,
[ ask’d  him whether he had ever been in England,
and how he lik'd the Country? e said that he had,
& that he lik'd it more thai anv Country he had ever
been in. - The last time T was in England, added he, there were
Ileven Philosophers there. 1 told him I hop'd there might be
more than Eleven in England.  He smil'd a little and said: St 1
don’t talk of common Philosophers; I talk of Adepts; and of
them I saw in England, what I never saw anywhere clse; there
were Eleven at Table; I made the Twelfth; and when we came
to compare our Ages all together, they made somewhat upward
of FFour Thousand years. I wonder'd to hear a grave man talk so
strangely, & ask’d him, as scriously as I cou’d, how old he
might be himself.  He said that he was not quite 200 ; but that
he was one of the youngest at the Table.  He said that the
Secret of carrying on their lives as long as they pleas'd was
known to all of them; & that some of them perhaps might
remove out of this world; but that he did not think any
onc of them would dye; for if they did not like
this Globe, they had nothing to do but to go into
another, whenever they pleased. How  soon that might
be,  he did not know, but St. John and the
Travelling Jow, he said, had staid in it above 17 hundred vears ;
& some ol his Friends perhaps might stay as long.  He said
the Great Elixir of w he had some in his pocket, made him
look no older than Forty : that he was alraid of no distemper,
forthat would cure him immediately ; nor of Want, because ’t
wou'd make him as much Gold as he pleas’d. He said many
other things as strange and surprizing, as what I have told
you.

I was talking of him and his Gold-making to our Minister
here : who, upon this, told me a very odd story, which he had
from Marcchal Rhebender, General of the King of Sardinia’s
Forces at present. The General (who comes from those parts)
says, that when Gustavus Adolphus was going to make War with
the Emperour, he found himsell at a loss for money sullicient
for so great an Undertaking. e was very melancholy upon it,
& everything was at a stand; when one morning a very old man
came to his Court, & told the Gentleman of the Bedchamber
in Waiting, that he wanted to speak to the King.  The
Gentleman  desired  his name;  he refused  to tell it
hut he said he must  speak to the King, & that
it was on Business of the utmost importance to his Majesty's
Affairs.  Gustavus, who was incapable of fear, order’d him'to
be admitted. When they were alone, the Old Man told him,
that he knew what straits he was in for money ; & that he was
come to furnish him with as much as he show’d want,  He then
desit’d him' to send for a Crucible full of Mercury ; he took out
a White Powder, & put in only ab' the quantity of a pinch of
snufl.  He then desir’d him to sit by the Crucible, till the next
morning ; gave him a large bundle of the White Powder, and
dpearted.  When Gustavas call'd for the Crucible the next
morning, "twas all full of one solid picee of Gold.  He coin’d
this into Ducats; & on the Coin, in memory of the fact, was
striack the Chymical Marks for Mercury and Sulphur.  Rhebender
had several of them thus markt, & gave one of them to our
Minister, who told me the story.
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Some Race Certificates.

By FRED J. W. CROWLE,
P.M. 328, 2076, 2806, P. Prov. G.O. &c.

MNCE 1 last contributed a paper to the Christmas

i Freemason on this subject [ have added many
spccimens to my store, and [ venture to hope that
a description of some few specially interesting
items will not be unacceptable to your readers. For
the illustrations I have to thank my friend Bro.-.
J. Taylor, P.M., 1402, P. Prov. G. Reg. Devon, who, in spite of
the unpropitious weather, has secured an admirable " series
of negatives.

The first specimen is that of the Lodge of Perfect Union at
Namur, which was founded by the Grand Lodge of Scotland,
about 1770, as No. 160, and became delunct, as far as T can
gather, before the end of the century.  The Lodge is named in
the list of the 1848 Book of Constitutions, but no date is given
of its crection or crasion, so that thc yecars named can only
be approximated by the dates of the lodges preceding and
following it. The wording is as follows :—

“De |'Orient d'un Lieu trées-St . . . tres-Fort o .0 &
tres-Eclairé . . . od regnent le Silence, la Paix, & T'Egalite.

twl .

A tous les Respectables Grands-Maitres Salut - o+ o
Nous VENERABLE-MAITRE de la Loge de St. Jean, sous le titre
de la PARFAITE-UNION A I’Orient de Namur (Loge legitimement
constituée par Ja Métropole Toge 'Edimbourg au grand
Orient ‘IV’EcossE) accompagné de nos chers Freres faisant
nombre compdtant pour composer un Loge réguliere, juste, &
parfaite, savoir faisons, certifions & attestons que NOTRE CHER
FRERE GERARD-JEAN PyMAN, de Deventer 4gé de 25 ans,
Officicr au Regiment du Princé FREDERIC 1)'ORANGE duément
initi¢ aux Mysteres des deux premiers Grades de notre Ordre
veeer Apres un serupuleux Examen de sa Conduite, Vie & Moeurs,
tant cn Loge que hors de Loge. a ¢t¢ par Nous ¢levé au
Grade de Maitre sclon les Us & Cofitumes pratiques de tout
tems. En foi de quoi lui avons fait expédier ces Présentes;
signées de notre main, du Passd-Maitre, des Surveillants &
principaux Officiérs: contresignées de notre Secretaire, &
scellées de nos Sceaux ordinaires.
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Si Mandons 2 tous les VENERABLES des Loges régulieres
repandues sur la surface de la terre, de la reconnoitre pour tel,
et Jui faire bon accueil; leur promettant d’en user de méme
envers tous les Magons, qui se présenteront, munis de leurs
Patentes. :

Donn¢ en pleine Loge le 5 de Way de 've Magone 5780

Malry Par la trés—Respectable Loge
Normal Scerefaire.
Malstan de foos S. Pr. C. passé Maitre.
G.J P vman. .
Dauticbande 17 autreé S: R:C: el
Acd P e premier Surw.
Ao Mamin SR: CAd T P .
Lresorier.
Notlingner, Qrateur.

G. S Hay Sec" St el Grand Fllu de 15

It is curious that the whole certificate, with the exception of
the date and the signatures, is in print, including the_nameof

the recipient, Bro. Pyman, and the fact that he received the first
two grades only. 11 the certificate was printed specially for him
why was not the date printed also? The date 5780 is evidently
according to the Scottish custom of adding 4004 to the vulgar
era, for on the top left-hand corner is an interesting MS.
endorsement—“ Exhibé & vii en Loge La Bien Aiméc a Amster-
dam ce 11" jour de Scptb™ de Pan de Lumitre 5776. Ant:
Myhus. Secret.”  Two seals are appended.  That on the lelt is
attached to a little bunch of ribbons of red, blue, yellow, green,
and black. The impression is very bad, but I can just dis-
tinguish a double-headed cagle on a Maltese Cross, sword
handles, and the motto “ Nec plus ultra.”  Another motto at the
bottom is undecipherable. The other scal is on yellow and blue
ribbons. In the centre are the arms of the Grand Lodge of
Scotland surrounded by an heraldic mantle and the motto,
““ Nostrum Dominus Deus Prasidium.”  The use of the “ High
Grades” seal and motto on a Craft certificate of this date is
unusual to me. I should be glad to know if any brother knows
of any other certificate of a Scottish lodge of this date, as it is
the oldest T am acquainted with.

No. 2 is a MS. certificate to the same brother, and from the
same lodge, of the degrec of NMaster Mason. The date is
May 31, 5779, and the four signatures of Mahy, Mamin,
D’Antree, and Mormal only (W.M.,, S.W,, J.W,, and Sec.), are
attached, There are two seals on light blue ribbon. That on
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the left shows a celestial crown, sun, moon, seven stars, palm
branches, and rainhow surmounted by what is, presumably,
a dove. The motto reads “Numen [ smby Lumen”
The other is a large and handsome scal, in tin box, with the
crest and arms of the G. L. Scotland, and motto, “ Nostrum
Dominus Decus Presidium.”  Perhaps some brother learned in
Hebrew will translate Aleph, Lamed, He, Nun,

No. 3 is the old certificate of the Lodge of Edinburgh,
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the plate of which has long been lost. 1 have a copy
of this in my own collection, dated 1847, but as it is very
wrinkled my (riend, Brother \W. J. Hughan, has lent me
his own diploma of Honorary Mcmbership from the same
plate, for reproduction, which will, of course, be doubly
interesting. At the top is an all-sccing cye, then on a
riband the motto, “ Sit lux et fux (uit,” beneath which are the
words * Existing in 1535. The Lodge of Edinburgh, Mary's
Chapel, holding of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, No. 1. To all
whom it may concern. These are to certify that our trusty and
well-beloved Brother 1Wi/liam ~Fames f{ughan, who has on the
centre column hercof signed his name, was regularly afi/iated
(Hororary) in the Lodge of Idinburgh, holding of the Gd. L.
of Scotland No. 1, in testimony whercof We, the Master,
Wardens, Treasurer, Sceretary of said ancient Lodge, have
subscribed these presents, and caused the Seal of the Lodge to
be appended hereto at Edinburgh, the efgh#/ day of Ocfober, in
the year of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred and seventy-
two, and of Light Five Thousand Eight Hundred and scvcafy-
six”  On the opposite side the same matter in Latin. The
Signatures arc J. Muirhead, Master; E. \V. Nightingale, S.W.;
J. Philp, J.\W.; John R. Campbell, Treasurer; J. Webster,
Sec., and at the bottum is impressed the old scal of the lodge.

No. 4 is the new and handsome certificate of IHonorary
Membership recently issued in conncction with the Tercentenary
celebration. The group on the left represents the building of
Holyrood Chapel in 1123, and in pancl heneath is the famous
extract from the Schaw statutes stating that, “ Edr salbe in all
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tyme cuming as of befoir the first and principall ludge in
Scotland.” It is signed by Peter L. Henderson, RAV.NL; ] AL
Trevelyan Sturrock, W.SW.; J. . Officer, W.J.\V,, and R,
Wood Hawks, Scc., and dated June 13th, 18g9.

No. 5 is a handsome plate with inscriptions in English and
Celtic of the Celtic Lodge of Edinburgh and Leith, now No.
291, At the top over an irradiated ficld containing the all-

seeing eye, sun, moon, and seven stars, is the inscription
“1In the East there is a place full of light where silence and
peace reign & the darkness comprehendeth it not.””—A slight
variant of the usual wording of this well known phrase.

The design is bold and effective. On the uppermost of
three steps are two columns, Doric and Corinthian, the latter

surmounted by a figure of King Robert the Bruce, in kilt and
sporan, and the former by Sir William Wallace in full armour
and plaid. In the centre, on a cushion, is the Royal Crown of
Scotland, with the sword of statc and two sceptres; and
standing between the pillars are figures of Charity, and of the
R.W.M. wearing an apron adorned with emblems and holding a
gavel. On the step are the Three Great Lights, and the level
and plumb. The name has not been hlled in, and [ am in-
formed that the certilicate is not in usc at present.

~ No. 6 is without exception the most beautiful and artistic
diploma [ have ever seen. It was designed by Bro. S. D.
Douglas, and engraved by Bro. J. Gellatly, of Edinburgh, for
the Lodge Edinburgh St. David No. 36; the lodge in which
Sir Walter Scott was made. It was granted to Bro.
Thomas Eccleston, Surgeon, on May 17th, 1847, and is signed
by Archibald Douglas, S.\V.; Joseph Harkom, J.\WV.; Daniel
Robertson, Sec.; and by Bro. J. Gellatly himsell as Treasurer.
The Master, for some reason, omitted to sign. The certificate
proper is in the centre, between lonic and Corinthian columns,
surmounted by figures of Justice and of Atlas bearing the globe,
between which is an all-seeing eye surrounded by clouds. On

B P

the left the full moon and seven stars shine over what looks like
the Forth, near which are the ruins of Holyrood, whilst in the
nearer forcground is a Greek temple. On the lelt, various
celebrated works of antiquity are grouped in a landscape over
\l‘ihidl the sun is )risiug. 'l‘hgy include the TQ\\'cr ol Babel, the
yramids, the Parthenon, Stonehenge, the Three Crosses of
Calvary, and, in addition to these, the modern Scott memorial,
At the bottom are two interesting scrolls.  That on the left
reads thus :—“ Memoir of the Lodge Edinburgh S* David for
one hundred years.  'This lodge, a branch of the Leith
Kilwinning N 5 in the Grand Lodge roll (now extinct) obiained
a charter of erection on 7" Feb¥, 1739, under the title of ¢ The
Canongate from Leith Lodge”  On 2nd August, 1756, with
sanction, the present name of “ St. David’s ” was assumed. The
first meetings were held successively in the Laigh Coffee-house,
Canongate ; Shocmakers’ 1all, Potterow; Ilammerman’s Hall,
Canongate. The present Hall (Hyndford's Close), purchased
on gth Novr.,, 1757, was consccrated by the Grand [odge on
12th Decr. thereafter.  The records of the Grand Lodge, as well
as those of the sister lodges, bear testimony that St. David's has
cver been held in the highest estimation for its uniform strict
attention to cvery Masonic duty, while its own members evinee
the anxicty of its members at all time to prescrve from encroach-
ment the ancient landmarks of the Craft.  Its list of upwards of
3000 members compriscs many names of brethren, distinguished
for worth, rank, and talent. © Among these will be found the
illustrious name of Walter Scott.”
The other is the ““ List of Masters of St. David's Lodge.
“ldected 1738 Archibald Smart
oo 1741 William Wilkon
w1747 Colin Michel)
w1751 Jolin Orr

Elected 1708 \Wiliam Ballie

oo 1770 Andeew Ballour

" 1771 Robert Home
) ] oo 1772 Des DL Wardeobe,
1 1754 Walier !‘U".’%"“"“ " 1773 Andrew Yule
o 1753 James Bwart o 1774 Heney Home
w1750 Dr. James Walker 1775 David Maxwel!
v 1757 William Budg.e
v 1738 The arl of Leven
» 1704 James florne

oo 1778 Lovd Forbes
o E7So DL Bardrobe
no 1783 James Horne
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Elected 1823 Sir P. Walker, Kt.

(re-clected)

“Elected 1785 Andrew Balfour
o 1787 Wi Campbell ol

Fairfield v 18235 Archibald Duncan
w178y Sir [LG Crang, Bart, o 180 ), Thomas Miller
o 1792 James Horme  (re- o 1838 ] AL Ballinhard
clectedh w1834 Tod Robert Kerr
, 1700 ] O, Brown , 1835 Sir P, Walker, Kt,

o 1708 . Dick (re-clected)

1799 ]« O. Brown (re- w1837 Capt. 1. Boswdll,
" elected) RN.
o 1800 1. R Brown o 1841 J. Brown Douzlas

w1804 Jodeph Gillon ., 1845 Honble. H. W dlpolc
w1810 Ho R Brown (re- » o 1840 ] Brown Douglas
clected) (re-clected)
w820 T T Maconeokiie »o 1847 W, Balfour- Barkice
b, 1822 Sir P Walker, Nt
., 1823 T. T. Maconochic
(re-elected)

This plate also is lost, which its beauty renders a matter for
great regret.

The remaining specimens shown are Continental. No. 71s
a very rarc certificate issued by the Lodge of L'Amité et
Fraternite at Dunkerque, and (ld[(,(l W cdnc:.day the 15th of
August, 3788. It was granted to * Joseph Castagnier, sous-
lieutenant des vaiss® de b. M. Louis XVI. Roide I ranLL,’ and
enumerates the degrees of 1A, F.C., M., Parfait; Elu;
Apprentice, Companion, and Master Feossais.  The centre
picce, presumably the scal of the lodge, is a very handsome
wood-block.  The design shows the compass, square, level,
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a shield
bearing a led of three points, l)u\(.'\th which are thxu, fleur-de-

plumb, mallet, acacia, and segment, surmounted by
h.s (t\\o and one), and around it is the legend, * Lodge R. de
St . De J. DI L Amitie et Fraternite (lv Dunl\uque. It is
bl"’ll(}(l by all the principal officers, several of whom append
SR C. to their names.  The scal is, unfortunately, missing.
No. 8 is the finest amongst many fine designs of French
certificates, at any rate in my opinion. It was granted to
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Alexander Gaudard by Lodge Sincere Amitié at Lyons, and is
dated November 12th 1834. Bro. Taylor's negative is so good
that I think the symbolic groups around the margin will quy
explain themselves. The seal of the lodge is cnora\ed at-the
top, and another, bearing a double erntrle and other indistinct
devices, surmounted by a crown, is affixed to the body of the
document.

No. g is a rare diploma of a Degrec peculiar to the Nether-
ands, and founded by Prince MLdLru‘k of the Netherlands.
[t is called Elect Masters, and is an elaboration of part of the
Third Degree. The ideais most perfect equality, and no decora-
tion is worn but a small medal on a blue cord, the brethren
appcaring in evening dress.  The present specimen was granted

to Bro. Ludolph van Kervel, of Lodge Si/entium at Dellt, and is
dated May 23rd, §823, and signed by Prince Frederick himself.
The Degree was also worked at Brussels, and a slightly different
diploma in Irench was issued there, of which I have a specimen.
I am informed that the Degree is now nearly, if not quite, extinct.

No. 10, the last, is granted to Hendrik Philip Stoffels, of
Lodge de Dric Colommen at Rotterdam on March 7th, 1835, and
shows the old type of Dutch certificate.  The seal is appended
to a ribbon of orange, blue, and white, and bears a device of the
Three Columns surmounted by a triangle.  On the centre pillar
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is a sun and G, and below the square and compass, whilst the name
of the lodge is around the margin.  The lodge still e\ists, and 1
believe there is one of similar Gtle in Ge ‘rmany ; but in spite of
the frequent allusions to these architectural emblems, and their
appearance of cvery English MM certificate, the only lodge
bearing this name on the ol of the Grand 1. od(rc of Lngland is
" The Lodge of the Three Pillars, 2806,” founde d at Cockington,
Torquay, in May, 1400.

If there is any point in connection with these certificates on
which any hrother may wish {or further information, I shall be
most happy to hear from him privately.



Dee. 19, 1900.

The Freemason Christmas Number. 41

The MWlotting Pad. -

A LOVE STORY.

By PROF. . W. DRIVER, M.A.,, P.M. 45, PZ. 742
Author of ¢ Saved by « Puff of Wind,” ¢ The Four Henries,”
“ Champagne Cheap,” “A Case of Suicide,” §ec.

IR HARRY HASTINGS, a thriving young merchant,
of Kverston, had been busily engaged during the
morning and afternoon, in interviewing upwards
\ A of 30 lady candidates, who had upplied, mn answer
Ge==== to an advertisement, for the post of typewriter
and secretary, in his oftice. He had been visited
by many maidens of certain and uncertain ages, of every
variety of personal appearance, some good looking, others the
reverse. All were, however, eager for the post.and professed
themselves qualified for the duties required.

Mr. Hastings took down the nawmes of three, or four, hut
found it difficult to dezide.  One, however, of the later arrivals
attracted his attention.  She was a young girl of about 19 or
20, small in stature and figure, a blonde with fair hair and blue
expressive eyes, of which, however, little could be scen, for she
modestly looked down, as if afraid.  She said she had, up to
the present time, no husiness experience, she had only learnt
typewriting as an amusement, but she thought she might bo
able, after a little practice, to acquire facility and be of use.

Mr. Hastings asked her name, and enquired if she had any
references to offer.

She replied, she was Lucy Ashford, that she had been
living with her father and brother, some miles from Kverston.
Her father had been dead some time, and left her brother and
herself in alinost destitute circumstances.  Her brother had,
fortunately, obtained employment, but she determined not to be
a burden on him and hoped to be able to contribute to her own
support.
Everston, where her brother and she were lodging.

Now, although prudence and due caution shonld have
dictated to Mr. Hastings to apply to the reference given before
engaging the young lady, he did not do so, but imformed Miss
Ashford that she might commence her duties at his office next
week ; the fact was he had taken a faney to her.

Before leaving the office, he wrote to those whose addresses
he had taken down, saying that the situation had been filled up.

Next Monday Miss Ashford commenced her duties.

It was not long, however, before it was seen that the young
lady was not suited to the post, as she herself said, she had had
no business experience.

Mr. Hastings was very kind, passed over many glaring
mistakes she made, and assisted her materially, but at last, he
began to have serious misgivings, that he had acted unwisely,
and that his business interests would seriously sufter.

Onc morning, a weck after her engagement, Mr. Hastings
called her to his room, and said, “I am afraid, Miss Ashford, I
shall not be able to continue your services, you must be aware,
yourself, how inexperienced yon are.”

“Oh! Mr. Hastings, kindly grant me your patience for a
week or so more, [ will do my utmost to improve, I am sure 1
shall succeed.”

As she spoke, she looked carnestly at her employer, ler
beautiful eyes pleaded more in her favour than did her tongue.

e et A e

She gave, as reference, the landlady of the house, at -

“Well, Miss Ashford, I consent to postpone my decision for
a month, from to-day, perhaps, during that time you may be
able to improve ; I will help you as far as lies in my power.”

She gratefully thanked him, and felt encouraged by his
words. At first, slowly, but afterwards more rapidly, she made
herself acquainted with business details, she acquired self-
confidence, so that, long before the month had expired, she was
able to perform her duties, with comfort to herself, and to the
entire satisfaction of her employer.

It must be owned that Mr. Hastings was very patient and
considerate, and materially assisted her.

And now that she 1s fairly settled, let us say a few words
concerning Harry Hastings and Lucy Ashford, our hero and
heroine.

Harry Hastings was the only son of a prosperous merchant,
who, on his death, left him a moderate fortune and a well-
established mercantile connection, which the son, from his early
business training and capacity, was able to improve. He was a
handsome young fellow, about 25, with dark hair and cyes, well
built form, which had been developed by athletic sports, and o
great cricketer in the club to which he belonged. e was of a
frank, kindly disposition, and the soul of honour.  Ile was a
great favourite amongst the young ladies of his acquaintance,
many of whom would only have been too happy to share the
fate and fortune of one who was so desirable, but, up to the
present time, he was proof against all female attractions, and
was, in fact, heart-whole, how long he wounld remain so, events
would prove.

Lucy Ashford, as we have before said, was petite, but of «a
graceful figure, she would not, perhaps, have been called
beautiful, but her clear bright complexion, her silken golden
hair, but above all, her expressive bright blue eyes made her face
onc that was a pleasure to look on ; her unobtrusive, modest
demeanour added greatly to her attractions., Her early
history had been a painful one; her father, ~who
had held a high position, as Manager of a local bank,
at Yold, about I8 miles from Iverston, after many years of
honoured respectability, had indulged in speculation, lost
heavily, and, to pay his labilities, appropriated the funds of the
bank. When the audit took place his defaleations were dis-
covered, he attempted flight, was arrested, and after commit-
ment, was tried at the Assizes, found guilty, aud sentenced to
a long term of imprisonment ; before it was completed he died,
leaving to his son _and daughter a legacy of shame and
disgrace.

As the people of Yald, on the death of the father, luoked
askance upon the son and danghter, Luey was advised by her
brother to leave Yold, and proceed to Iiverston, and when theve
lie proposed they should assume a new name,  As we have
seen, the brother obtained ewmployment, and the sister, our
fuey, was engaged by Mr. Hastings. Lucy now was quite
happy and contented, becoming, day by day, more useful to Mr.
Hastings, who appreciated her worth, bestowed his confidence,
and often consulted her on important points, and was delighted
at her ready, apt discrimination and judgment,

As for Lucy herself, she began to take, great inferest
in Harry Hastings' affaivs.  She felt so grateful for his past
and present kindness—her gratitude became warm, too warm,
indeed, for her peace of mind—but she was careful not to
betray herself by word or look, and religiously kept her seevet,
unknown but to herself.  There was, however, one jarring note
of discord—her brother, who held a good, situation, became
gradually careless, and unpunctual in his kabits, and, at last, so
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neglected his duties that he was dismissed by his employer.
He wus idle for some months, not caving to exert himself to
obtain another situation. .

An unexpected vacancy occurred in Mr. Hastings’ office, a
clerk, from ill-health, was compelled to leave. Lmuey spoke on
behalt of her brother George to Mr Iastings, who consented
to engage him, temporarily, until the clerk resmmed his duties.
This, however, he never did, for he died abroad two months
afterwards. George, who had been on his best behaviour, and,
by steady application to his work, had acquired the good graces
of Mr. Hastings, was permitted to retain his post as a per-
manency, with the hope of promotion should he deserve it.
He now considered lis situation secure, but did not, unfor-
tunately, continue to show the zeal he had previously done;
he relaxed his cfforts, irregularities crept into the office work
—a serious mistake he made caused a heavy pecuniary loss.

Myr. Hastings was, at first, determined to dismiss him, but
Lucy appealed so carnestly, on behalf of her brother George,
that Mr. Hastings could not resist her, and pardoned, on this
occasion, his delinquencies, warning him at the same time that
they must not occur again. George readily promised amend-
ment—it lasted a little while—then there was a relapse. He
had again joined his former evil associates, became involved in
horse racing, and, from the anxicties which occupied his mind,
was nob fitted for business avocations; he ventured to stake
heavily on what, in racing parlance, is called a ““ dead cert ’—
lost, and knew not where he should find the money to meet his
obligations. In this dilemma he yielded to the temptation,
which he had not the courage to resist, of forging Mr. Hastings’
signature on a blank cheque which he had managed to secure,
As he was well known at the bank, he did not dare to present
the cheque himself, which purported to be for Seclf, with his
employer’s Signaturc——he, therefore, went to the room where
his sister was, and said :

“ Lucy, the governor wanls this cheque cashed: he has
asked me to go—I am very busy just now, will you go in iy
place, present the cheque at thie bank, receive the money, come
back, hand it to me, and I will give it the governor "

Lucy, suspecting nothing, agreed to go; she went to the
bank, received the cash, which she left with her brother for
him to give to Mr. Hastings. It need hardly be said that the
money did not go beyond the hands of ler brother George.

Some days afterwards Mr. Hastings, on looking over his
bank-book, observed an item of £50, drawn by himself, of
which he bad no recollection. lle called at the bank, and
asked to see the cancelled cheques. e noticed the one for
£50, looked carcfully at it—it was a clever imitation of his
signature, but an undoubted forgery. He enquired of the
cashier by whom it was presented—was told by a young lady.
EFrow her personal deseription it was evident that it had been
cashed by Lmey. He went back to the oflice, heavy at heart
—he would fain believe that Lucy was not guilty, but the
evidence against her was too strong to be refuted. After
mature deliberation he determined to say nothing to her at
present, and await the future development of affairs. )

One day, some time afterwards, happening to go into the
counting-house, he mnoticed George was busily oceupied, so
much so that he did not notice that Mr. Hasfings was close
by him.  Happening to look up, he canght his master’s eye,
Lecame confused, and hastily put in his pocket a scrap of
piper, and made some excuse for going into an inner office.
As he thought, he had put the sevap of paper in his pocket,
but, in fact, he bad not done so. In the hurry of the
moment lie had failed in his intent, and it had fallen, unknown
to him, on the floor. When George was gone Mr, Hastings,
looking downwards, pereeived something white ; he picked it
up—it was o crumpled scrap of paper. He smoothed it out,
and perceived three imitations of his own signature.

Proceeding to Miss Ashford’s voom, he asked Luey, in a
carcless manner, © Miss Ashford, did you dash a cheque for
&350 at the Bank some days ago? ”

Lucy replied in the aflivmative. ““ I do not remember giving
it to you, Irom whom did yon reecive it ?-

“ My brother George told me that you had desired him to
cash it, and hand the money to you. e asked me to go in his
place, as e was very busy. L did so, and received the cash,
which T handed to him.”

“J am very sorey to tell you, Miss Ashford, that I did no¢
give the cheque to your brother; he forged my signature, and
has appropriated the money.”

Poor Lmey turned very pale, and felt ready to faint.  She
stammered, 1 broken words, “1 am sure—teorge could not
—De so wicked ;  there must have heen—some mistake.”

“Nol thereis no wistake,” siid Mrv, Hastings, ©“see, here
on this scrap of paper which fell, unknowingly, from your

brother’s hands, not long ago, are three imitations of my signa-
ture ; the evidence of your brother’s guilt is conclusive.”

“ But what do you intend to do, Mr. Hastings ? I implore
you not to prosecute him; the disgrace will break my heart.
Pray have mercy, and forgive him.”

“Be abt case on that point, Miss Ashford; I will not take
proceedings against him. Unworthy brother of so good and
worthy a sister, he shall not bring unmerited shame upon you.
I will at once see him and confront him with the proofs of his
crime,  Go, now, to your room,and rely upon my forbearance.”

Lucy retired. George, little dreaming what was impending,
came to Mr. Hastings, who said, *“ George Ashford, by a forged
signature you obtained £50 some days ago. Attempt no denial
—ib is useless. This scrap of paper, which you thought you
had put into your pocket, when [ came into the office, you Iet
fall upon the ground. I picked it up when you left. Here it
is; on it there are three imitations of my signature. It is
very evident you intended to obtain more money by the same
dishonest means. What have you to say ? "

George, convicted, could only murmur some inarticulate
sounds; lhe was an arrant coward.

My, Hastings said, “ Were I to treat you as you deserve, I
should at once give you in charge to stand your trial. You
must know that you would be convicted, and receive a long
term of imprisonment—if not penal servitude. 1 will, however,
spare you, clearly understand, not for your sake but for that of
your sister, who has pleaded carnestly in your behalf, The
shame and disgrace you deserve to suffer shall not be shared
by her. You must, without delay, leave the country, and pro-
cced to Australia. I have aw agent at Melbourne who will, at
my request, obtain you employment; your passage shall be
paid, with a small sum of money for necessary expenses. If
you do mnot agree to this, I will prosecute you without mercy.
You had better tell your sister my fixed resolve. Leave me;
consult with her. I am sure she will give you good counsel.”

George quitted his employer’s presence, saw his sister, who,
though, of course, grieved to lose her brother, felt that it was
the only thing to be done to avert conviction and disgrace.

We may here mention that Mr. Hastings spoke to Lucy on
the subject, who sadly acquiesced in his decision.

We need only say, further, that arrangements were speedily
made, and George left his native country about ten days after-
wards, provided with a letter to Mr. Hastings’ agent at Mel-
bourne. The parting between the brother and sister was
tender on the part of Lmcy. As for George, he cared little for
his sister; he was a worthless fellow, and we are glad to be
quit of him,

It was some time before Lucy recovered hier spirits after the
shock she had reccived. She found, however, in the daily
routine of business a means of diverting her sad thoughts.
She had now become not only a rapid type writer but an able
secretary, conducting all Mr. Hastings’ correspondence, to
whom she became invaluable.  'What a delight it was to her to
dovote herself to his interests ; how grateful she felt for the
kindness he showed to her.  Impereeptibly, gratitude merged
itself into love, of which, howover, Harry had not the least
idea, for she kept her feelings well under control, and did not
indicate them in the slightest degree, being outwardly cold and
formal in her manner to her cmplayer.

Harvy, who at first had mercly looked upon Luey in the
light of his Jady clerk, whom by his patient forbearance he had
succeeded in training for her work, found he began to take an
interest in her which he could not account for. Al, Master
Harry, it was but a repetition of the old, old story—he piticed

“her at first, and then, pity being akin to love, his heart was

touched, and he would, if he dared, declare his passion to Lucy.
We have said if he dared, for Harry, fine mauly fellow that e
was, had not the courage to avow his honourable love. e was
so modest and diflident ; e knew not his own worth, nor how
deserving he was of a true woman's affection,

As Lucy was so careful to keep her sceret, so, equally so,
was llarry. e Dbecame more reserved and precise in his
husiness relations with her, which grieved lauey exceedingly,
for she feared she had incurred his displeasure by some re-
missness in the performance of her duties. In fact, it was a
game of cross-purposes, for which that naughty boy, Cupid,
was to blume; each was sceretly afraid of the other.

Lucy began to notice that Mr. Hastings’ manner became
very strange ; he seemed to be distrait, ill at ease, and did not
tukehisacenstomedinterestin business.  Somegirls would haveat
once, instinetively, divined the cause ; but she was too pure and
innocent in her heart to entertain the least suspicion of the
truth,  In her few idle moments, for she had not many, she
would, in her day dreams, associate llarry’s name, as she called
him to hereself, in the intiwate relatious of mwan and wife; then
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she would suddenly wake, and rebuke herself for such folly—
how could she be so mad to entertain such an idea—he was so
far above her in every way.

Poor Harry was much in the same plight as Lucy. He would
not hazard the risk of a refusal, so, although he longed to spealk,
remained silent. So matters went on fora month or more, very
unsatisfactory indeed for both, when a trivial ‘circumstance led
to a discovery of greab importance.

How lightly people generally speak of trivial things, for-
getting the well-known saying ““ that great events from little
causesrise.”  Thisis exemplified in our every-day life over and
over again. Events of great moment often owe their fulfilment
to very insignificant reasons.

It chanced one afternoon that Mr. Hastings had occasion
to go to Miss Ashford’s room. Ile noticed that she was in
the act of putting a piece of paper on the blotting pad. On
perceiving Mr. Hastings enter, she hastily, in some confusion,
removed the paper, folded it up, and put it in her bosom. A
vivid blush overspread her face ; it quickly faded, and then
she became ashy pale. She rose hurriedly, and quitted the
room, without waiting to receive any orders from M.
Hastings. ‘

Harry thought this a strange proceeding; she had never
acted in such a manner before.  Curiosity prompted him to
turn to the Dblotting pad, where the paper had been just im-
pressed by Lucy. He detached it, held it up to the light, and
then saw, on the reverse side, Harry Hastings—Luacy Hastings
—written conjoined together.

Here, indeed, was a delightful discovery ; he need no longer
have any fear that his suit would be rejected; it was very
evident that his wishes and those of Lucy werc not in
opposition. '

Poor girl, she had been indulging in one of her day-dreams,
and, in an idle moment, had thus expressed, in black and white,
her thoughts and aspirations, little dreaming that lier innocent
secret would be discovered. ‘

As for Harry, he was overjoyed that his hopes would be
likely to be realised. He went to his room to think out the plan
of action he should pursue.

Lucy returned in about a quarter of an hour, perfectly
recovered from her agitation, and was soon busily engaged in
her accustomed duties.

She had been thus occupied for about an hour, when she
heard the bell which summoned her to Mr. Hastings’ room.
She arose and went thither.

«Ql! Miss Ashford, I wish to speak to you on an important
matter,” said Mr. Hastings. I have made up my mind you
should no longer be in my service.”

¢« QOh! Mr. Hastings,” said poor Lucy, terrified, “ what have
I done? How could I have offended you that youshould come
to such a cruel decision ?”

She could say no more ; she was deeply affected.

Harry, who had intended to carry out his little joke at
poor Lucy’s oxpense, under feigned threat of dismissal, had o
tender heart. He was deoply touched at her distress, and
would no longer make sport of her feelings.  He said «“ Miss
Ashford, you are no longer in my service ; nay, do not start ;
but I will be in yours, Lucy. Lt me call you so, dear. [ have
long loved you, but silly fellow that 1 was, 1 bad not the courage
to seek the avowal of your love. But I know my passion is
returned ; you will not say nay, fov here is the proof that you

will not refuse to share wmy name, and become my true and
loving wife.”

So saying, he showed her the sheet of blotting paper where
she had revealed the secret of her love.

“ Come" now, Luey dear, what have you to say ?
deny this ? 7’ said Harry, triumphantly.

““Oh! Mr. Hastings.”

“ Stop, Lucy, no longer Mr. Hastings, but Harry.”

« Well, Harry, dear, you have discovered my secret, which I
thought was known to myself alone. I have long loved you for,
your patient kindness and gencrosity.  How I could help it—
you have forgotten that the kind teacher has not only taught
his pupil business, but something dearer—much dearer—to her
—the love of a noble and honourable man.  But I have a con-
fession to make—I bear a name which is not my own, I changed
it for one which had been disgraced. I am not worthy of
you.”

“Spare yourself the pain of saying more; I know all the
sad details,” said Harry.,  “ You have been a good daughter, a
kind sister, and you shall now be my loved and honoured wife.
You have changed your name once, you shall now change it
again, be assured, dear, for a better. Come to my arms, Lucy,
and let me seal my betrothal kiss on your own sweet lips.”

How could Lucy resist such eloquent pleading ? She obeyed
the dictates of her heart, and gladly resigned hersclf to his
embrace.

And now there is little more to say. About six months
afterwards a young, happy fellow, named Harry Hastings, led
a fair, young, blushing bride, whom we have previously known
as Lucy Ashford, to the altar.

The sun shone brightly on the wedded pair. We leave to
the imaginations of our readers the festivities on that occasion,
simply saying that Mr. and Mrs. Harry Hastings went off for
their honcymoon amid the cheers and congratulations of the
townspeople of Everston.

Can you

Occurrences of the Dear.

Froy Ist DECckMBER, 1889, To 3011 )\'ommwn, 1900.

Decemiir, 1899,

1.—Visitation by Bro. the Hon. James Hozier, M.P,, MW.G.M, of Scotland, to
Ldinburgh Lodge (Mary’s Chapel), No. 1.

2.—Funcral of Bro. J. W, Perry, P.M,, P.%., No, L.ELG.

-1-.—;\1111(1)1:11 Mecting, at Oxford, of the Irov. Grand Mark Lodge of Berks and

Xon.

S.—=Quariérly Communieation, of Mark Grand Lodge—Grant of 100 guineas to
the Daily Teleyraph Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund—Bvo. John Dimsdale
nominated for the oflice of Grand Treasurer for 1900-1,

Consecration, by Comp. E. Letchworth, 188.A,, Grand Scribe K., of the
Mizpah Chapter, No. 16715 Comp. W. 1L Cole first M, K.%Z,

G.~—Quarterly Communication of the United Grand Lodge; Grant of 1000
guineas to (he Mansion House War Fund; Lodges that have joined the
Grand Lodge of New Zealand struck oft the voll; Bro. Harry Manfielil
nominated for the oftice of Grand Treasurer for 1900-1.

Presontation portrait of Bro. Jolm Fenwick, A.G.D.C. Eng., District
Grand Sceretary Queensland, wnveiled in the Masonic Hall, Brisbane,
by Bro. the Hon, Ang. C. Gregory, C.ML.G., Dist. Grand Master.

Meeting of the Ladyswith Mark Lodge, No. 528, held during the siege,

7.—Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge of Ireland; Grant of 100
wuinehs to the War Fund,

8.-—Halisycarly Chapter of the Great Priory of the Order of the Temple;
Grant of 100 guineas to the Daily Telegraph Fund.

BRITISH ORPHAN ASYLUM, SLOUGH.
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THE QUEEN.

SUPPORTED BY VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS.
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is unendowed, and the Directors EARNESTLY APPEAL for increased

support to enable them to carry on the good work now being effected by this old established

National Charity. .

Ofiices :— 62, BISHOPSGATI STREET WITILIN, 1.C.

CHARLES T, HOSKINS, Secretary.

Bunkers :—Messke, WILLIAMS DEACON, and MANCHESTER & SALFORD BANK, Limited, 20, Birehin Laue, 1.,

Axyuan Svsserperioy -—EFor One Vote, 10s, 6d. ;
Livt, Doxarwoy :—For Oue Vole, €3 ds.: for Two Votes, £10 105,

for Two Votes, £1 1s,

Lare PrRESENTATION :— L350,
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Annual Meeting of the Provineial Priovy of Kent and Surrey.
Mceeting of the Grand Couneil of ihe Order of the Sceret Monitor; a
Benevolent Fund started.

11.—Annual Meeting of the Prov. Grand Mark Lodge of Surrey.

13.—Committee of Management of the Royval Masonic Benevolent Institution ;
Vote of condolence with the widow and family of the Iate Bro. Joln
Newton, P.G.P.; Bro. J. H, Whadcoat, J.P., clected to succeed him on
the House Commiittee.

Li—Centenary Celebration of the death of Bro. George Washingion, under ihe
auspices of the Grand Lodge of Virginin: Wreaths sent to decorate the
tomb by the Earl of Londesborongh, PG, and the Coustitutional
Lodge. No. 204, Beverley.

16.—Special Meeting of the Districs Grand Mark Lodge of Jamaica ; Installation
of Bro. K. X. Leon, ns District Grand Master.

18, —Mecoting, during the sicge, of the Klip River County Lodge, No. 201,
Ladysnith,

20.—Bourd of Benevolence : 26 cases relieved with £700.

21 —Annnal Meeting of the Divisioual Conclave of Kent, Order of Rome and the
Red Crosg of Constantine,

30.—-Sudden death of Bro. John Lane, P.A.G.D.C.

Jaxuary, 1900,

3—New Yowr's Enteruinment (1) to the inmates of the Royal Masgonic
Benevolent Institution nt Croydon; (2) to the childeen of ihe Roval
Masonie Institution for Girls remaining at school during the holidays.

4, —Consceration. by Bro. E. Letchworth, F.S.A., Grand Seceretary, of tlie
Merton Lodge, No. 2790, Merton; Bro. Fo W, Pillinger first. WM.

6.-~Deaths of Bro, George Baduwdford, P P Prov, G Org. Noand B, Yorkshine
Bro. T. B. Daniell, .M. No, 7815 and Bro. John James, Past Dep. G,
United Grand Lodge of Vietoria, and representative thereat of the
Grand Lodge of England,

#.—Consecration, by Bro. A. Woadiwiss, 'rov. Grand Mark Master of Derby-
shive, of the Scarsdale Lodge, No. 529, Cheltenham; Bro. M. W,
Jendwine first WM,

11.—Quarterly Conrt of the Royal Masonice Insticution for Girls: 33 candidaies
for the April eleetion approved and 17 vacancies declared.

12.—Quarterly Court of the Royal Masonic Institution for Boys; Masonice
Charitable Associations allowed to have one of their Bxecutive Officers
a Life Subseriher for every 50 gnineas subserihed by them periodieally.
Rexolved to admit without ballot to the henefits of out-education the
sons of five—bnt not more than five—Dbrethren, in the Naval and
Military service, who shall he killed or permanently ineapacitated for
work through the operations of or connected with war; 42 candidates
for the April election approved and 80 vacancies deelared,

Death of Bro, the Rev. R Jo Simpson, MUAL Past Grand Chaplain.
13.—Conseeration, by Bro, Sir Horatio Lloyd, P.G.D., Dep. VGO Cheshire, of
" the Jolm Brunner Lodge, No. 2794, Over Winsford; Bro. Sir John
Branner, Bart., fivst W.M.

L7.~Dedication, by Bro. M. C. Peck, Past G. Std. Br., Prov. Grand Secretary N,
and K. Yorkshire, of the new Hall of the Alexandra Lodge, No, 1511,
Hornsen,

18.—Memorial portrait of the lute Bro. P. Cunningham, Distriet Grand Master
Canterbury (N.4.), unveiled in the Masonie )al), Christehureh by Bro.
R. Dunn Thoneas, Distriet Grand Master,

20,-~Memorial stone ol the Lady Margaret Hoxpitad, Mitlport, Tnid with Masonie
ceremonial by Bro. Sir €, Dalrymple, Bart,, MLP Past GUML Seotland,
Prov. G.M. Argyllshive snd the Isles.

Death of Bro. Walter Martin, Past ALG. P,

23, —Notable sathering of Colonial brethrew, including Bro. Go Richards, Distriet
Grand Master Transvaal, and Bro. Siv Walter Peace, at the installiation
meeting of the Empive Lodge, No. 2108,

2f —Bourd of Benevolence: 20 cases relieved with £325.

26, —Amnual Meeting, at Winchester, of the P'rov, Grand Cliapter of Hants aud the
Isle of Wight,

28, —Presentation to Bro, J. UL Fitzgerald, POML Sceretary of the Logie Club,

20, —Death of Bro, Siv Wo Miller, Deputy Prov. Geand Master of Derey and
Donegul,

30, ~Conseeration, hy Bro, E, Letelnworth, Graond Secretary, of Lodge L' Entente
Cordiale, Noo 27965 Bro. Captain H. Mondehave tiest WM.

Annual Meeting of the East Lancaxhire Systematic Edueational and
Benevolent Institution,

FriRvARY,

1—Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge of Seotland.

2. —~Amnal Meeting, at Derby, of the Prov. Grand Mark fdge of Devhyshive
visit of the Eurl of Euston, Pro Grand Mastoer,

3. —Presentation to Bro. Johm ‘I Loader, PO, Seeretary Rose Lodee, No, 1622,

Jo—Mazouie Service in 8t Giles's Cathiedreal, Bdinluwedl, o add of the Way
teliet Fonds—proceeds abont C600,

b.—~DPresentation o Bro, the Rev. Canon Tristeram, D0, Prov. Grand Mark
Master Northumberland and Duvlaan, and Mres, Tristrian, on their
colden wedding. "

7—Quarterly Convoeation of Supreme Crand Chlapter; Pheenix Chapter, No,
91t Jumaics, which had heen ernsed, restored to its place on the
. register.
S8.—Conseeration, by Bro. R. J. Clinckert, Past Disirict G.W., District Grand
Seererary Barbadoes. of the Abererombie Lodge, No. 2788, St. Lucin;
Bro. the Hon. David G Garraway first W.AL

12.—Couseceration, by Comp. C. ¥, Matier, Grand Recorder, of the Dungarvan
Council, No, 25, R. and 8.3L; Comp. the Rev. C. 1. L. Wiight livst
T.IM.

It —Committee of Management of the Royal Masonic Benevolent Institution ;
three new Male and live new Female Annuities ereated; Male Fund 46
candidates approved and 18 vacancies declared 5 Widows™ Fund, 59
candidates, 23 vacancies —the three deferred annuities being in cach case
included.

17.-~Moveable Grand Mark Lodge at Dukinfield ; Consceration and re-constitu-
tion, by the Barl of Euston, Pro GOLM., of the Ashion-District (1.1.)
Mark Lodge; Bro. I D. Foreman first W. M.

Consecration, by Bro, ¥, G. Sinelaie, Past District Grand Warden Bengal,
of the Orient Mark Lodge, No. 531, Howrah; Bro. 1. M. Rustomjee
livst WM.

IS, -Emergeney Meeting, during the siege, of the Austral Lodge, No. 25931,
Mafeking.

21 ~RBoard of Benevolenee: 28 cases relieved with £830.

Annual Meeting, at Watford, of the Prov. Graud Chapter of Hertfordshive
Comp. F. Summner Knyvetr instatled Prov, GUH.

New Banner, presented tothe Norman Lodge, No. 1334, Durluan, by Bro.
W. Gray, PAL, Treas., Prov. JLGAV,, unfurled.

22 —Consceration, by the Earl of Euston, M.E. and S.G. Master, of the Bernard
de Tremelay Preceptory, Noo 170, Walsall; Sir Knight F, W, Willmore
first E.I°

28— Presentation to Bro, Lord Sandhurst on leaving India by a Deputation from
the Sind Lodges (E.CL).

27 ~~TFestival of the Royval Masonice Benevolent Tustitution; Lord Addington,
Prov. G.M. Buckinghimshive, in the chair; proceeds, £20,220 16s.,
subisequiently inereased to £22.298 Ys.

Constitution of the Grand Lodge of Western Australia g iustallation, by
Bro. the Bishop of Perih, Past Grand Chaplain England, of Bro. Sir
Gerard Smith, PG, as first MLW,G. Master.

Maren,

1. - Presentation to Bro, J. G. Robeson, LPM., Lion and Lamb Lodge, No. 192,
2o—Amual Festival of the Emulation Lodge of Improvement; Bro. Col.
Lockwood, M., P.G.D., Dep. PG Essex, for the Earl of Warwick,
Dep. G, Prov, GO Essex, in the chair, ' -
Do—=Address by Bro. R I Gounld, PUGD., inthe Fortitude and Qld Cumberland
Lodee, No.o 12, as one of the Four Old Lodges thitt constituted the
Grand Lodwe of Eugland in 1717,
Meeting of the Grand Imperial Conclave of the Order of Rome und the
Red Cross of Constantine.
Go—Quarterly Communication of Mark G, Lodge; Bro. John Dimsdale eleeted
G. Treasurer for the year 1900-1,
7.—Quarterly Comnunmication of United Grand Lodge; £1050 voted to form o
Sonth Ariean Masonic Reblief ¥and 3 Bro. Harey Manfield elected (.
Treasurer for the year 1900-1; Recognition accorded to the Grand
Lodge of Western Australia, formed by the English Lodges nnder Bro,
Siv Gerard Smith, but refited 1o another hody pavading itself under
the same tite,
So—-Conseerntion, by the Barl of Onslow, Prov. (i ML of Surrey, of the Rose
Mark Lodee, No, 5315 Bro, WL Dawson first WM,
11.-—Death of Bro, Alderman Co H, Low, 1AL, of Bristol,
1+ - Dedieation, by Bro, G. C. Davie, acting Prov, (LML Devonshire, of the new
Hall of the Queen Vietoria Lodge, No. 2755, St. Budeanx,
Deuth of Broo Ko Jo Hennemeyer, PLML Noo a1, P Prov, GO, Bsses,
—Conseeration, by Bro. C. L. Mason, Prov. (. Murk Master of West York.
shire, of the Brontd Lodge, No. 435, Haworth; Bro. H, S, Holdsworth
: the first W. M,
21, —Bourd of Benevolenee: 38 eases relieved with €1135.
Conseeration, by Bro. C. L. Mason, Prov. G of West Yorkshire, of the
Ehmete 1AL Marviner Lodge, Leeds; Bro, €, L. Mason tirst W.C.N.
20 Death of Bro. W, H. Kidson, M. No. 2611,
27, —~—ro. Lord Northeote, Prove GOL Devonshire, installed Pro Dist, G, Master
of Bombay.
31~-Aunual Dinney of the 01 Masouians’ Associution; Bro, 1ary Maufield in
the chair,

~t e

APRin,

A Special Communication of the Grand Lodge of Trebunds Address voted o
the Queen an the oceasion of her Majesty's visit to Dublin,

L.—Annual Mecting of the Devon Masonie Educetional Fund,

G.—Spoecial Meeting, wt Shrewsbury, of the Prov, Grand Lodge of Shropshire,

10, Forndation Stone of a new  Masonic Hall at Limavady lid by Bro. Siv
dumes Creed Meredith, Dep. G, Master of Treland,

ROYAL FEMALE ORPHAN ASYLUM,

BEDDINGTON, NEAR CROYDON, SURREY.

Patton—HER MAJESTY THI QULEN.
Established at Lambeth 1758.

President—H.RH. THE DUKE OF CAMBRIDGE, K.G.
Incorporated 1800,

Removed to Beddington 18686.

THIS old and valuable Chavity Maintains and Educates 150 poor Fatherless Girls, who are received from all
parts of Great Britain,  They ave admitted between the ages of 7 and 10, and are placed out ab the age of 16 1

respectable Private Families,
Life Subscription (2 Votes)
Ditto

£10 108. od.
(r Vote) £5 5s. od.

Annual Subscription (2 Votes)... A1 1s. od.
Ditto (1 Vote) ... £o 10s. 6d.

The Committee most urgently appeal Tor Tunds 1o maintain this faege fumily of 150 Girls, and ('-\'['L'Cf“”'.\' for
Additional Annual Subscriptions ax being the most reliable xouree of Income for the Permanent Administration ol

the Institution,

Cheques Crossed ‘ Hoavre & Co., Bankers.”
London Offices-—

32, ESSEX STREET, STRAND, W.C.

JOIIN B. MONCK'TON, Chairman of the Conenttler
BROUGIH MALTBY, Seerclury.
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11.—Annual Meeting, at Ialifax, of the Prov. Grand Lodge of West York-
shire. ) - S
Presentation to livo. Capt. John Barlow, J.1., [.P.M. No. 1260, on retiving
from the Master's chair. by
G.—Death of Bro. Johnm Fitzgerald, P.M., P.Z. o N
115’ —Presentation hy the D;ko of Abercorn, MOW.GML, and Bro. Si .].nn‘(s L.:
’ Meredith, Dep. G.AL, to the Queen of the Address voted to her Majesty
by the Grand Lodge of Treland. o
Board of Benevolence; 25 cases relieved with .!:/b.). ‘
Faneral of Bro. 1L, W. Green, PAL, Secevetary No. IOS.. N
19.—Masonie Members of the National Union of Teachers in Annual Conlercnee
at York entertained by the York Lodge, No. 236, for B Vate ol

20.—Quarterly Court of the Royal Masonic Institution for Bovs; Aol v

e Con;,gmtul:uiml to LR, the Prince of Wales, .\I.\\..(x“\lq I'rusnlv'nl,
on his eseape from assassination; 30 boys clected from an approy ed
list of 41 candidates. . o i . - lerted

91, —Quarterly Court of the Royal Masonic Institution for Girls; 17 clecte

i} from an approved list of 32 candidaices. _ ) . _

22 .~Presentation of Giand Lodge and Grand Chapter (,ll:(lll.llg to Bro. q.llllbh

. Weaver on his appointment as G Std. B, (Craft) anl AG.D.C.

. (R Arch). ‘ _ i Lo
93,—Visit of the Barl of Onslow, Prov. G.ML Surrey, to the Gatwick Laodge
No. 2502, Torley. . ‘ .
Mecting., at Buenos Ayres, of the Dist. Geand Lodge of ihe Argentine
Republie, S. America, o - ]

94, -Visit. of her Majesty the Queen to the Masonie Fenude Orphan Schoo

Ball’s Bridge, Dublin. ] ) i .

Consecration, T){\'7 Comp. Lord Bolton, acting G. .\’u]IL-rl‘ntvmh'nl \ flll(l L.
Yorkshire, of the Salebein Chapter, No. 366, Sciby 3 Comp, WL N Chieese
man fivst M. ) e

Funeral of Bro. the Right Hon, ihe Earl of Londeshorough, Past G.W. of
Eugland. . o .

25, —Grand  Festival of United Grand Lodge; Vote of ( mx:,;'mlul:nmn. to
R the Prinee of Waldes, MOW.GLML on his eseape from assassini-
tion s 25 hrethren appointed to Past Grand Rank in commmemoration of
the Prinee’s 23 years’ service as MUW.GLAL

26, Funeral of Bro. Sarson, .M. No. 192, ] . )

27.— Speeial Communication of the Mark Grand Lodge s Vote ui' (mn:.:r:uulu.lmn
to ILRHL. the Prince of Wales, MW.G.M., on his escape from
assassination, -

29, —Death of Bro. D. Camphell, DML No. 1365,

Mav.

2. —Quarterly Convocation of Supreme Grand Chapter. o ]
Aunnal Mecting, at Stone, of the Prov, Grand Lodge of .\l'.\ﬂnnlslnru.: .
d——Anmnual Meeting, at Sheflield, of the Prove Gramd Mark Luodgze o West
Yorkshire. . _
S, —Consecration, hy Bro. G, C. Davie, PG Dep. PUGAL Devonshive, of the
Lodge of The Three Pillars, No. 2806, Cockington; Bro. the Rev,
James Hemming first WML
Death of Bro. S.r Gabriel Goldney, Burt,, PGW. Big, Past Depn PG,
Wiltshire. o
H—Annual Meeting of the Prov. Grand Lodge of Guernsey :Eml Alderney s
Consceration, by Bro. 3. B, Cockburn, PLG.M,, of the Balfour-Cockburn
Lodge, No. 2805, Guernsey 3 Bro. J. B. Cockburn fist W.M.
10.—-Annual Conference, in London, of the Great Priovies of Englad
Ireland and the Chapter General of Scottand, Order of the Temble. )
. —Hadf-vearly Meeting of the Sovereign Great Priory of _lhv 'l'u.mplc in
Fugland; Beception of the Deputations frons Go Priory of Trelod
and Grand Chapter General of Sceotland. )
12— Foundation Stone of the new Boys™ School ar Bushey Laid by H.RL the
Duke of Comnaught, MW, Past G. Master, for ILR.H. the Prinee of
Wales, M.W.GL M, and President, i o .
1 L—Distribution of Prizes to the pupils of the Royal Masonic Institution for
Girls by the Conntess of Dartimouth,
1ao—Amnual Meeting, at Whithy, of the Prov. Grand Mark Lodee of N.and E.
Yorkshire.
M —Festival of the Roval Masonie Tnstitution for Girlsy the Bl of Davtimout
Prov. (. Master of  Staffordshire. in the chair; provecds £23,087
as, G
Ampual Meeting, at Radeliffe, of the Prove Grand Lodge of - Bast
Lancashire. .
Amnual Mecting, ot Bradford, of the Prov. Girand Chapter ol West
Yorkashire, L
ISs—Aunual Meeting of the Roval Mazonie Benevoleut Institution; 20 out of o
list of 46 candidites cleeted for the Mate Fund; aond 20 onf of 59 on
the Widows' Fund ; the three deferred beinge in each ease included,
Annual Meeting, at Sudbury, of the Prov, Grand Chapter of Suffolk,
D —Mavonie Serviee at St George's Cathedeal, Grahawmstowin, S0 Africa, by the
St Andrew's Lodge (5.C.) and the St Joh’s und Alhany Lodaes, Noy,
828 and 389 respeetively (E.C).

London Orphan —"Asjr‘luum,

ZL—Festival, at York, of the N, and B. Yorkshive Masonic Edueationa] Fund
the Mavquis of Zethind, Prov. GO, in the chair; proceeds £1054 3s.
2z—~Conxeeration, by Comp. B. Letchworth, G. Seribe K., of the Cavendish
Chapter, No, 2620 ; Comp. I, Lawrance first M. K%,

Annual Mecting, at Middleshorough of the- Prov, Grand Chapter of N. and
L. Yorkshire,

Annual Meeting, at Cambridge, of the Prov. Grand Mark Lodge of East
Anglia.

Presentation to St Amne’s  Lodge, No. 593, Alderney, by Bro. N.
Barbenson, PAL, Prov. J.G.W., in memory of his father, who was a
founder and P2

3.~ Bonrd of Benevolence 3 37 cases relieved with £1070.

Conzeeration, by Bro. Col. Lockwoad, M1, Dep. P.GMM. Essex, of the
Dunmow Mark Lodge, No. 527 ; Bro. J. P, Lewin fivst WL

Death of Bro. 8. Constantine Burke, Dist. (. Master of Jamaica (s.C.).

26.- —Annual Sports, at Wood Green, of ihe Pupils of the Royal Masonic Iustitu-
tion for Boys.

27.~Death of Bro. G. B. Smallpeice, PAL, P.4., P. Prov. (- Treas. Surrey.

20 —Resuseitation of the Fortescue Mark Lodge, No. 9, South Molton; Bro.
the Rev. T Russell, W.ALL .

30 ~CGrand Festival of the Order of ihe Sceret Moniior: the Earl of Warwick,
CGLS.R., in the ehair,

31.—Special Meeting of the Dist. Grand Lodge of Jamaica (8.C.), to do honour
to the memory of the late Bro, 8. Constantine Baker, Dist. G.)L

JUNe,

e

L—Distribution of Prizes io the Pupils of the Royal Masonic 1nstitution for
Boy=, by the Princess Margaret of Connanghit, who was accompanied by
her father, the Duke of Connaught, K.G., MW, Past G. Master,

Jo—Death of the Barl of Raduoy, Proy. (3, Master of Wiltshire.

+—The Masonic members of the Association of Municipal Corporations visit
the Grand Lodge of Tnstruetion in Dubling, and witness the work, being
afterwards entertained by the Grand Lodge of Treland in its new ban-
queting hall.

3. Quarterly Communication of the Mark Grand Lodge; Bro. the Hou, A, de
Tirton Egerton, M.P, appointed Dep. G. Master; Grand Festiva),

Annual Meeting, at Gloucester, of the Prov. Grand Lodge of Gloucestershire,

Go—Quarterly Communication of United Grand Lodge; hour of meeting altered
from seven to six po.

7.—Amnual Mecting, at Boston, of the Prov. Grand Lodge of Lincolushire,

12.—Annual Meeting, at: Brentwood, of the Prov. Grand Mark Lodye of Essex.
13.—Anmal Meeting, at Gravesend, of the Prov. Grand Lodge of Kent,
Quarierly Communication of the United Grand Lodge of New South Wales.
Deatht of Bro. W, D. Henderson, PO, PZ., P Prov. G, Reg. of North
Wales.
1o=Aunual Meeting, at Cheltenhaom, of  the Prov. Grand Mark Lodge of
Gloneestershire and Herefordshire.
Death of Bro. I R. Geary, P, P2,
T.—lnstallation, at Douglas, Isle of Man, by Bro. the Rev. C. J. Martyn, M.A,,

. P.G. Chap., Dep. P.GM. Suffolk, of RW. Bro. Lowd Hemniker, as Prov.

G Master Isle of Man,
20.—Bourd of Benevolenee @ 21 eases relieved with £570.
22— Presentation by the WAL, Oflicers, and Members of Lodge No. 735, Dubliu,
to Bro, Thomas I'. Callaghan, Seeretary.
23.—Death of Bro. AL M. Levy, ML No. 889, 1. Prov, A.G.D.C. Surrey.
25 —TFortitnde and Okl Cumberbund Lodge, No. 12, celebrates the Foundation of
_the Grand Lodge of England on 24th June, 1717.
26— Annnal Meceting, av Hampton Court, of the Prov, Grand Mark Lodge of

Middlesex.,
2r—Aunual Meeting, at Moreeambe, of the Prov. Grand Lodge of West
Lancushive,

Mecting, at Crewe, of the Committee of the Cheshire Provineinl Fund of
Beuevolenee,
Memorial 1o jthe Jate Bro, W, AL Tiwney, LML, See. No. 1319, unveiled iu
Brompron Cemetery by the WAL, Bro. ¢, R, Powell.
Zi--Aupual Meeting, at Wendover, of the Prov, Grand Lodge of Bucking-
Teanshire.
e Aunual Meeting, ar Portishead, of the Prov. Grand Lodge of Somersetshive.
Initiation of the Lord Provost of Glasgow (M, 8. Chisholm) in Progress
Laonlee, No, 873,
30— Annual Meetine, at Teddington, of the Prov, Grand Liodge of Middlesex,
Ex-Pupils’ Day at the Royal Masonic Tostitution for Girls,
First Stone of a new Chureh at Norris Bank, Heaton Norrix, lnid with
Masonie ceremonial by the Earl of Lathem, Prov, G, Masier West
Liameashire,

20

Juny,

A0 Festivall in Stmeleigh Park, of the Warwickshire Maxonice Benevolent
and Pupils” Add Fund 3 Bro. George Boeeeh, .G, Std. By, Eng., Dep,
Prov. (LML for Lord Leigh, PAG ML, in the cliirs  procecds £3156 4,
Prexeutation to Bros, A, Steel and M. Wilson by the menhers of St John's
Lodie, Bushy, No. 155 (K.C.), )

Watford.

Instituted
1813.

For the Maintenance & Education of respectable Fatherless Boys & Girls from all parts. Age of Admission from 7 to 11.

D. Junior Buys' Schooltooms, Houses sind
Playgronnd,

E. Girls” Wing and Playeround,

Fo  Infirmary,

A Chapel,
8. Dining Halland Administrative Ottices,
Senior Boys" Schoulrootns, Houses al
Pluyground,

o

500 Children are now in the Institution, and

6,150 have been already benefited.

Nearly £14,000 ix vequired each year from voluntary sourees,

NEW ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS (from 10s. 6d.) and
DONATIONS are mueh needed, and will he gratefully received,
Forms and wll partionlars may he obtained at the office, 21, Great
St. Helens, 19.C.

. H. BOUSFIELD, Treasurer,
HENRY €. ARMICGER, Secrctary,
Bunkers—Goyy, Miks & Co,
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+.—Annual Mecting of the Prov. Grand Lodge of Londan, &e., Royal Ovder of
Seotland. .
Annual Meeting, at Darlington, of the Prov. Grand Mark Lodge of Nor-
thumberland and Durham.
Memorial Tablet in the Parish Church of Greai Stanmmore to the late Bro.
Charles Veal, P.M.,, Secrctary, No. 1549, unveiled by the W.BL, Bro.
F. 8. Wiunkley.
g.—~Death of Bro. Richard Eve, Past G. Treasurer, Chairmau of the Board of
Management of the Royal Musonie Institution for Boys.
9. —Conseceration, by Bro. E. Letchworth, G, Seeretary, of the Kivhy Lodge,
No. 2818 ; Bro. Sir Forrest Fulton (Recorder of London), tirst, W.M.
10.—~Festival of the Royal Masonic Institution for Boys, Earl Amherst, Pro
G M. (for the Duke of Connaught, MW, Past G.M.) in the chair;  pro-
ceeds £16,834 Lis, 2.
11.~Festival of the Mark Benevolent Fund, the Ewnrl of Euston, Pro GALM,, in
the chair; proceeds £5113 Gs.
Death of Bro. John Fenwick, P.A.G.D.C. Eng., Dist. G. Sceretary
Queensland,
12.—~Quarterly Court of ihe Royal Masonic Institution for Girls; pension of
£100 a year to Miss Redgrave on resigning, through ill-health, post of
Head Governess; 34 candidates approved, 24 vacancies dezlared.
Summer Entertainment to the inmates of the Royal Masonie Benevolent
Institution at Croydon,
13.—~Quarterly Court of the Royal Masonic Institution for Boys; letter of con-
dolence to he sent to the Exceuntors of the late Bro. R. Eve, Past .
Treasurer, Chairman of the Board: 27 candidates npproved ; 20 vacancies
declared.
Annual Meeting, at Ipswich, of the Prov. Grand Lodge of Suffolk, under
Lord Henniker, Prov. G
Quarterly Meeting of the Prov, Grand Lodge of Aberdeen City.
Death of Bro. George Graveley, P.G.P.
1.+.—~Funcral of Bro. R, W. Leadbeater, P.M., . Prov. G, N, and I3, Yorkshire,
17.—Annual Meeting, at Falmouth, of the Prov, Geand Mark Lodge of Covnwall,
Annual Mecting, ai Clacton-on-Sea, of the Prov. Grand Lodge of Essex.
18.~Corner-stone of the new Masanic Hally Loeds, Jahl with Masonic ceremuninl
by the Earl of Warwick, Dep. G. Master.
Board of Benevolenee: 13 eases relieved with £410.
Amnual Meeting, at Lockinge House, seat of Bro. Lord Wantage, Prov.
G.M,, of the Prov, G. Lodge of Berkshire,
Armmal Meeting, at Hitehin, of the Prov. G. Lodge of Herifordshire,
Consecration, by Bro. the Rev, Canon Tristram, D.D., Past G, Chap, Dep.
PG, Durliam, of the Hudson Lodge, No. 2791, Wolsingham
Rob. W. Wiaith first W.M,
Annual Meeting, at London (Ont), of the Grand Lodge of Canada
(Provinee of Outurio) 3 Bra, Ro B, Huugerford installed M.W.GOM,
23, —Consecration, by Bro. K. Letchworth, (i, Seevetary, of the St. Bride Lodge,
No. 25175 Bro. C. . Drnmmond fivsy W.M.
Death of Bro. E. F. B, Fuller, P.M. No. 1657,
26.—Annunl Meeting, at Croydon, of the Prov, Grand Lodge and Prov. Grand
Chapter of Suvrey; the Earl of Ouslow announces his retirement from
oflice.
27.—Conseeration, by Bro, B, Letchworth, G, Seeretarvy, of the Hovistie Lodge,
No, 2522 Bro. T. M, Wood first W. M, ’
Anunal Meeting, at Whitehaven, of the Prov. Grand Mark Lodge of Cum-
berland and Westmoreland.

Quarterly Communication of the Prov. Grand Lodge of Perthishire East,
30.~Conseeration, by Bro. Prank Riehurdson, P.GD., of the Grove Park Kent
Lodge, No. 28245 Bra, E. Le May first WM. :

Annual Meeting, at Portsmonth, of the Prov, tirand Lodge of Hampshire
and the Isle of Wight; brethren afterwards entertuined at u conversa-
zione at the Town Hall by the Mayor (Bro. Ho R. Pink, W.M. No, 1069,
Prov, 8.(G.W.)

Death of Bro. Junes W. Suiith, Past G Master of AJ Scottish Freemasonry
in tndia,

Bro.

AvGrsT,

1.— Quarterly Convocation of Supreme Grand Chapter.

2—Quarterly Commmnication of  Grand  Lodge of  Seotland; Presentation,
betore the Mecting, to Lady Saltoun of o bust of Lord Saltonn,
LP.GOM,

S.—Annual Meeting, at Stockport, of the Prov. Grand Lodge of Cheshire ;
Barl Egerton of Tatton, P.GM., sinounces his intention of resigning
olfice,

11-=Funcral, at Mortlake, of Bro. Major Bustace Awderson, POM,

Lh--Mecting, in Akderney, of the Prov. Grand Lodge and Prov. Girimd Chaprer
of Guernsey and Alderney. .

Death of Bro. CUT Baker, of Holt,

16.—Annual Meeting, at Wevwmautly of the Prov, Priory of Dorsetshire,

22 -~ PBoard of Benevolenee @ 17 enses relieved with L4220,

25~ Address by Bro. the Rev, B, Weltldon, Bishop of Calinttn, to the Lodges
Sindaon The Grave and Gay Side of Freemasonrey,”

25, ~-Conseerntion by Broo Sy Horatio Lloyd., PGV Depury Prov. UM,
Cheshire, of the Birkenhead Lodee, Noo 25265 Bro, the Rev, I Edwards
tirst W. M,

26,—~Death of Bro, Sir Hedworth Williamson, Bart., Prov. Grand Master of
Durham, .

27.—Consecration of a new Masonic Hall at Okehampton, laid with Masonie
Ceremonial by Bro. G. €. Davie, P.G.D., Deputy Prov. Grand Mastey
Devonshire,

28, —Anpual Meeting, at Plymouth, of the Prov. Grand Lodge of Devonshire
Presentation to Bro. F. B. Westlake, Past D.G.D.C., Prov. 8.G.W.

Death of Bro. Lemuel F. Littell, PG,

20—Death of Bro. Mark Cox, PAL, Treasurer No. 985, Sutton Bridge, Prov,
(.8, of W. Lincolnshire.

S0 —Funeral of Bro. ¥, If. Bhsworth, P.M. No. 1178,

31-=Death of the Earl of Portarlington, Past G.W.

SEPTEMBER,

3 —1lf-yeurly Mecting, at Ladysmith, of the District Grand Mavk Lodge of
Natal.  Censeeration by Bro. Thomas Covk, Dist. G.LM., of the Lady-
smith Mark Lodge, No. 528, ,

d—Quarterly Communication of Mark Grand Lodge; Vote of Sympathy with -
ILR.H. the Prince of Wales on the death of the Duke of Saxe-Coburg-
Gotha (Duke of Bdinburglh).,  Address of congratulation presented oy
behalf of the Board of Stewards at recent Mark Benevolent Festival
to the Barl of Buston, MAV. Pro GO, the Chairman.

S.—Quarterly Communication of United Grand Lodge; Vote of Condolence
with ILR.H. the Prince of Wales on the death of his brother, the Duke
of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha.

6.—Annual Meeting, at Swanage, of the Prov. Grand Lodge of Dorsetshire.

T—Annual Meeting, at Stafford, of the Prov. Grand Mark Lodge of Stafford.
shire,  Conseeration, by the Earl of Huston, MW, Pro G.AL, of the
Stallordshire Kuot Lodge, No. 5415 Bro. J. F. Pepper first WL

S.—Deatl of Bro. . Simpson Afriea, Past G.M. Pennsylvania.

10.~The John Lane Memorvial Library of the Jordan Lodge, No. 1402, Torquay,
unveied by Bra, WL Haghan, 1.G.D.

TL—Visit of Bro.J. Ross Robertson, Past G M. Canada (Provinee of Ontario), to
the Fortroze Lodge, No. 108, Stornaway—the Mother Lodge of his
arandfather, Bro. Hector Sinclair,

12, —1Lalf-yearly Mecting, at Ripon, of the Prov. Grand Mark Lodge of Wes
Yorkshire,  Ladies aud gentlemen, including the Bishop of  Ripon,
present at the nousMasonie part of the proceedings.

Fh—Annunl Meeting, at Marvport, of the Prov. Grand Lodge of Cuwberland
and Westmorkind,  Hearty veeeption of Lord U, Cavendish-Bentine’
M2, on his return from South Africa.

15.~—~ Memorial Stove of the Rutherglen Parish Chureh laid with Masonic Cet
monial by Bro. Major F. AW, Allan, D.P.G.M, Renfrewshire East,

16.—Magonic Service in the Presbhyterian Chareh of Temple Patrick, Auntrim,

Death of Bro. Dr. 1. Zacharie, Past G.S.R. Order of Secret Monitor.
f9.-Board of Benevolence: 13 cuses relieved with £360.

22, —Memorial Stone of 1he restored Cathedral Church at Brechin laid wit
Masonie Ceremoninl by Bro. the Hon, James Hozier, M.P., MW.G.M
Scotland.,

Presentation to Bro, G. R. Langley for services as Secretary of the Bushe
Park Lodge, No. 2381,

25.—Annual Meeting, at Durham, of the Prov, Grand Lodge of Durham; Vote
Condolence with Lady Williamson and Tumily,

Annual Meeting, ot Hales Owen, of the Prov, Grand Lodge of Woreest
shire,

26.—Congeeration, hy Uro. R Wylie, P.G.D., D.P.GAM, West Laucashire, of th
St dohn’s Lodie, No. 2825, Blackpool s Bro, John Wray fiest WML

Amnual Pestival, at Blackpool, of West Lancashive Alpass Benevolon
Institution;  Bro. L. 8. Cohen (Lord Mayor of Liverpool) Clairman;
procecds, 1213,

Amuual Meeting, av Solihully of the Prov, Grand Lodge of Warwic

shire,
Anuuadl Meating, at Ufracombe, of the Prov. Grand Mark Lodge o
Devonshire. ‘
27.—Aunual Meeting, at Neath, of the Prov. Grand Lodge of South Wile:
(E.D.). .

28— Nmnnal Meeting, at Denbigh, of the Prov, Graud Lodge of North Wales

GeTonER,

1.—Death of Bro, B, Kvlly 'l'll(‘l'pt‘, P.GLSEdL Br, Enge,
Presentation of Grand Lodue Clothing by the Tivali Lodge, No, 2150t
Bra, WodL Masan, G, Std, B,
Le=Amuual Meeting, at Oswestey, of the Prov, Grand Lodge of Shrapshie.
9, - Conseeration, by Bro, B, Letechworth, Gl See., of the St John's Lodge. N
2511, Coventry,
e—tQaarterly Court of the Royal Masonie Institution for Boys;  Bleetion of 2t
out of 33 Candidates.
12, —~Quarterly Court of the Royal Masonie Institution for Boys; 20 eleceted from
an approved Jist of 26 Candidiates,
Annual Meeting, at Bath, of the Provincial Priory of Somerset and
Monmouth,

NATIONAL ORTHOPADIC HOSPITAL

(FOR THE DEFORMED),
934, GREAT PORTLAND STREET, REGENT'S PARK, W.

Poesipext-—HIs GRACE THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH.
Triastiek—SEH HORACE FARQUHAR, M., L.C.C,

Crippled Childron wud Adults are here velioved and cured, snd nny Patients, whowere well-wigh hopeless Criples, cured by the

surgicad sk and timely add of thix Chavity, are now ciming o fivelihood,

In the last 10 years, 1755 In-patients, and 11400 Out-patients passed through the Hospital. |
The Committee of Management very earnestly Appeal for help, to prevent a very heavy deficit on the year's Accounts

Letters,

A Subseription of €1 Isoentites o Five Ont-Patient Letters, and L3 5 per o to One Limited IPree Bed and Ten Ouni-Patie

Bunkers—Si 8. SCOTT, Bany, & Coo b Cavendish Square, W, |

Seorelery—>Mi, H. J. TRESSIDER, ut the Mospitah |
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13.—The Alfred Newlan Lodge, No. 2686, meets, by dispensation, at ihe Mansion
' Mouse, and the members and a host of Grand Officers and other visitors
afterwards eniertained ab dinner by the Lord Mayor (Bro. Siv Alfved
Newion, Bart.).
L4.—Chureh Parade of Lodge Carse of Gowrie, No. 871 (3.C.), at Frrol. .
15.—State Visit of the Lord Mayor (Bro. Sir A. Newton, Bart.), accompanicd
by the Lady Mayorvess, and Sheriffs of London to the Royal Masonic
Institution for Girls. . 3 )
16.—TInstallation of Viscount Cranley as W.AL of the Weysido Lodge, No. 1395,
Woking. -
17.—Aunual Meeting, at Carmarthen, of the Prov. Grand Mark Lodge of Senth
Wales.
Death of Bro. A. Stewart Brown, F.R.C.8,, P.G.D. Eng.
19.—Anmal Meeting, at Liverpool, of the West Lancashire Hamer Benevolent
Institution.
20,—Funeral of Bro, E. Berger, Past G. Org. Scotland.
99.—Memorial Service by the G. Conclave of the Order of the Secret Monitor
in honour of Bro. Dr. Zacharie, Past G.S.R.
23.—Annual Meeting, at Camborne, of rthe Prov. Grand Lodge of Cornwall ;
Presentation of Grand Lodge Clothing to Bro. B, I, Edyvean, PAG.
D. of C. Eng., Prov. G. Sce.
24.—DBoard of Benevolence : 38 cases relieved with £1015.
Aunual Meoting, at Bath, of the Prov. Grand Mark Lodge of Somerset-
shire,
Death of Bro. the Rev. Professor Shattleworth, P.M. No. 2369, ~
Denth of Bro. loward I, Room, Past G. Std. Br. Eng.
Denth of Bro. Col. Heaton, PO, P.7. No. 1260,
oy —1alt-yearly Meeting, at Barnsley, of the Prov. Grand Lodge of West
Yorkshire. :
Annual Mecting, at  Sonthampton, of the Prov, Grand Mark Lodge of
Hampshirve and the Isle of Wight.
97 —Death of Bro. C. 1L, Driver, Past G.8. of W. Eng.
30,—Banuer presenied to the Savile Lodge, No. 1231, Elland, by Bro. A, T, Law,
PAL, unfurled by Bro. W. C. Lupton, G.D, Eng.
Conseeration by Bro. M. R. Higgins, P No, 192, of the Caribbea Lodge,
No. 2829, St, John's, Antigua, L1, Bro. Sir Geo. Melville, first W,M.
31.—Annual Moetiug, at Leicester, of the Prov. Grand Lodge of Leicestershive
and Rutland.

5%

-

NOVEMBER.

2. —Tedieation by the Duke of Abercorn, MLW.G, Masior of Treland, of the new
Masonice Hall af Lurgnn.

Conseeration, by Bro, hord H. Cavendish-Bentinek, M.P., Prov. G. Master
of Cumberkmd and Westmoreland, of the Alston Lodge, No, 27945 Bro.
W. Brown first W.M,

Amual Meeting, af Brighton, of the Prov. Grand Lodge of Sussex.

G.—Annunl JMeeting, at Birmingham, of the Prov. Grand Chapter of
Warwickshire.

7.—Quavierly Communication of Sapreme Grand Chapter.

Consceration, by Viscount Dungarvan, Prov. G.ALM. Kent, of the United
Serviee Royal Ark Mariner Lodge, No, 69, New Brompton; Bro. Charles
Woolger, first W.C.N,

8. —Cousecration, by Bro. 1. Letchworth, (i, Sceretary, of the Devonian Lodge,
No. 2834 ; the Earl of Ualshury (Lovd Clancellor), P.G.W., first W.M.

Annual Meeting, nt Weymouth, of the Prov. Grand Mark Lodge of Dorset-
shive,

12—Amnual Meeting, at Weymouth, of the Prov. Grand Chapter of Dovsetshire,

Ammual Meeting of the Grand Council of the Allicd Masonie Degrees.

Death of Bro. T'. W. R. White, of Sherborne.

14 —Conseeration, by Bro. Geo. Beeeh, P.G. Std. Br., Dep. P.G.JM. Warwickshire,
of the Seymour Lodge, No. 280F, Redditeh; Lord Ernest Seymour,
P. Prov. G.W., first W.0M,

Funeral of Bro. Geo. Green Symons, P, No. 45,

Death of Bro. G. Reynolds, P.AM., P.Z, No. 1614,

21.—Board of Benevolence: 26 cases relieved with £720,

22—Death of Bro. Sir Arthny Sullivan, Past G. Organist.

24 —Insiallation, at. Surbiton, of Bro. Col. John Davis, A.D.C, as Prov. G.
Master of Swrrey, in succession to the Earl of Onslow, G.C.M.G.,
resigned,

27, —Interment of Bro, Sir A, Sallivan, P.GAL, in St. Panl's Cathedral.

Annual Meeting of the Prov. Grand Lodge of Glasgow.

Masonie * At Home” of Montefiore Lodge, No. 753, Glasgow ; Presentation
to Bro. Joseph Fox, LP.AL, and Mrs. Fox.

Installation, ai Wolverhampton, by the Buarl of Kuston, M. W, Pro G.M.M,,
of Bro. 4o . Peppor as Prov, G Stalfordshire and Shropshire,
28.—Meeting of the I'rov. Grand Chaptor of West Yorkshire,

20, —Annual Mecting, at Derby, of the Prov. Grand Lodge of Derbyshire,

30.—8t. Andrew’s Day; Grand TFestival of the Grand Lodge of Scotland.

CLERGY ORPHAN CORPORATION.

Boys’ School:—ST. EDMUND'S SCHOOIL, Canterbury.
Girls’ School :—ST. MARGARET'S SCHOOL, Bushey, Herts.

THE Committee urgently appeal to t}lo gencrosity of the Clergy and Laity of the Church of England for fresh
support, in ordor that the sum of £8,500 a year, which is urgently required to maintam the work of the
Corpomtion alike in numbers and efficiency, may be raised before the close of the year.

For more than 150 years the Corporation has been carrying on its heneficent work, and during that
time 3,181 orphan sons and danghters of the Clergy have heen educated, clothed, and maintained in the
Schools free of all charge to the Mother or Guardian, while 240 such children ave at the present timo in them.,

Unhappily, the Income from voluntary sources shows a decrease of more than £2,000 as compared with

last year.

gratefully acknowledged by the

New Subscriptions and Donations to meet this defieit. e deeply needed, and will Lo

(Rev.) WM. CILAS. CLUKF, Secrctury, 35, Parliament Street, Westminstor, S, W,

Bankers—Messrs. DRUMMOND, Charing Cross, S.W.

CENTRAL LONDON THROAT & EAR HOSPITAL,

GRAY'S INN ROAD.
PATRON:-H.R.H. THE DUKE OF CONNAUGHT.

The Committee make an carnest appeal for funds fo cnable them to carry on the henevolent work of this Charity without stress.  The
Hospital has neither endowment nor investuent.  Over 8000 ont-pationts and 300 in-patients received the benefits of the Tnstitution last year,
A grant has been veceived Trom the Prinee of Wales's Hospital Fund towards o very necessarvy addition to the in-paticuts’ department, but until
more funds are received nothing ean he done.  Notwithstanding the continued great inercase in the wamber of those claiming its assistance, the
income has greatly diminished,  Unfortunately, there vemains o heavy building deht apon the Institution, towards the redemption of which
contribitinns are earnestly solicited : they will be thankfully received cither by the Buankers, Messvs, BARCLAY & CO., 54 Lombard Streed,
1.C, or by RICHHARD KERSHAW, Sceretary, at the Hospital,

PRICE 7s. 6d.

8vo.; Cloth Covers;

Religion of Freemasonry,
BRO. HENRY JOSIAH WHYMPER,

Past Depuiy District Grand Master, Punjab.

Printed and Published by GEORGE KENNING,
18 and 16a, GREAT QUEEN STREET (opposite Freemasons' Hall), LONDON, W.C.

260 Pages.
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GEORGE NG & SON.
Mearafactaring Goldgmiths,

GOLD LACEMEN & EMBROIDERERS,

WMlasonic Furnishers.

[

MEANUFACTURERS OF

MASONIC
JEWELS,
CLOTHING,
BANNERS,
FURNITURE

and every requisite for all Degrees in .

FREEMASONRY.

l
|

INSIGNIA FOR ALL SOCIETIES.

Manufactory and Show Rooms—
1, 2, 3, 3a, 3b, 4, Little Britain, 195, 196, & 197, Aldengaic Street,

TL.ORIDON, E.C.
Branches—LIVERPOOL, MANCHESTER, and GLASGOW.

TELEGRAMS—“KENNING, LONDON.” ;




