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LOXDON, SATURDAY, AUGUST 20, 1859,

MASONIC MISSIONS.

Ir i our mission at this peviod of the year to record the
sayings and doings at the various Provincial Grand Lodges,
and to make such notes upon them as they may scem to
merit, with the view, as far as possible, to establish that
uniformity of practice which ought to exist throughout the
Order. 'We new, thevefore, propose to ourselves briefly to
review the procecdings at those Provineial Grand Lodges
which have been held and reported since the commencement
of our present series.

" First on our list comes Surrey—and certainly the business
of this province is so well conducted under the divection of
the Right Worshipful Provincial Grand Master, Bro. Dobie,
Past Grand Registray, and his execellent and indefatigable
Deputy, Bro. Dr. Havcourt—and the proceedings of the
Prov. Grand Lodge are mavked by such close attention to
the laws of the Order, that it would be impossible to do
otherwise than commend its working to the attention of the
brethven of other provinces. One most gratifying fact was,
that the Provincial Grand Lodge met in the town containing
the youngest Lodge in the provinee and which had been only
consecrated a few weclks prior to this meeting, and under the
divection of the members of which every possible provision
had been made for the comfort of the brethren. Perhaps
the only noticeable point of the evening to which we need
allude is to be found in the observations of the Right Wor-
ghipful Provincial Grand Master, on some remarks con-
tained in the Magazine condenmatory of ladies having been
allowed to take part in the musical ceremonies consequent
on the formation of the new Lodge. Bro. Dobie clearly
showed that they were not in the Lodge, and stated that he
was as convinced as any brother of the importance of sacredly
guarding the ceremonies from innovations and the outer
world. In our remarks we never intended in the slightest
degree to reflect on the R.W. Bro. Dobie, Bro. Wilson, ov
others taking part in the ceremony—making no doubt that
the ladies were so placed as to be heard whilst they could not
sce ; but we felt bound to enter our protest against the in-
novation whilst it was yet in its infancy, in order to prevent
its extending ; for had we merely reported that ladies added
their voices to swell the harmony of the anthems and choruses,
without comment—it might, perhaps, at some distant part of
the kingdom or the globe, have been taken as sufficient
authority for their being hronght more closely into connec-
tion with our cevemonies, and the Freemasons dlagazine
and Bro. Dobie would have been alike astonished to find
themselves quoted as authorities for an act which they could
nob too strongly repudiate. Again congratulating the Right
Worshipful Provineial Grand Master on the prosperity of
his provinee, we may just hint to the brethren that we should
like to hear a little more of the proceedings in their various
Lodges, and that if their appointments do not generally ap-
Pear in our weekly list, it is because we have not received
a return from a single Lodge in reply to our application for
the dates, places, and hour of meeting.

We will now proceed to Kent, the Provincial Grand
Lodge of which was leld on the 18th ult. ; and here we
must be allowed to express our regret that the Right
Worshipful Provincial Grand Master should have overruled
the proclamation of the Divector of Ceremonies, calling upon
all brethven below the vank of Warden, to vetire prior to the
opening of the Prov. Grand Lodge, as a violation of the con-
stitution of the Craft—and we suy this with all deference to
the learned hrother—to whose dictum as regards the law of
the land we should readily bow, though we cannot do so as
respects the law of Freemasonry. A Provincial Grand Lodge
consists only of Past Masters, actual Masters, and Wardens
for the time bheing ; and no others should be allowed to be
present, cither during the opening and closing, though the

Provincial Grand Master may, if he see fit, admit other
brethren to be present as visitors during the period of con-
ferving honours and the transaction of other husiness, in
which however they can take no part. Indeed, we believe
it is vather desirable that they should be so admitted, in
order to induce them to take such intercst in the Pro-
vineial Grand Lodge as to attend from a distance ; but they
have no more right to be present during the opening and
closing of the Prov. Grand Lodge, than have brethren
below the chair during the ceremony of installation. Beyond
the appointment of the Provincial Grand Officers but little
business was transacted, that being reserved for o Provincial
Grand Todge of Emergency, the day for holding which we
helieve has not yet been fixed. Amongst the new appoint-
ments we notice that of Bro. Harvey Boys (who has long
been well known in the.provinee) as Deputy Provincial Grand
Masgter. As vegards the proceedings of the latter part of
the day, it is not our province herc to speak ; but we must
he allowed to suggest, that the Right Worshipful Provincial
Grand Master having once granted his dispensation for the
brethren to give a ball in Masonic clothing, should not have
ab the last moment withdrawn ib merely because he was dis-
pleased at the shortcomings of one brother in carrying oub
the arvangements intrusted to him. It was unfair to the
rest of the brethren, and caused great disappointment to their
fair friends.

Passing onwards we come to Hampshirve, where the Pro-
vincial Grand Lodge was held on the same day as that of
Kent, and here we find that something like business was
transacted. That excellent specimen of the old English gentle-
man and sailor, the Right Worshipful Bro. Sir Admiral
Lucius Curtis, presiding, having held the office of Provincial
Grand Master for a period of nincteen years with honour to
himself and advantage to the Craft. The fivst business was
the confirming the rinutes of the previous regular Pro-
vincial Graud Lodge, and of a Todge of Emergency held to
consider the report of the committee on charities, the oniy
question arising being, whether the number of thirty-one,
as forming the committee, was not too large ; but after some
discussion, the number as originally agreed to was approved.
After a short discussion on the oft mooted subject of the
Provineial Lodges being represented by proxy in Grand
Lodge, which was very properly allowed to dvop, the most
pleasing part of the business of the day was proceeded with
—that of the presentation of a testimonial to Bro. J. Rankin
Stebbing, in acknowledgment of the great services he has
rendered to the Craft in the province of which he is so dis-
tinguished a member. It is our misfortune, occasionally, to
disagree with Bro. Stebbing on questions of policy, but we
have ever felt that a more independent, able, and well inten-
tioned hrother, does not exist in the Craft ; and we therefore
may be allowed to congratulate him upon his services being
so handsomely acknowledged by the brethren amongst whom
he is best known ; and the testimonial must be the move
valuable from the manner in which it was presented in pre-
sence of the Grand Lodge of the province, )

Next in order appears to be Somersetshire—the dis-
tinctive feature of which was the consecration of a new
Lodge in the ancient town of Glastonbury, by the Deputy
Proviucial Grand Master, Bro. Randolph, in the absence of
the venerable Provincial Grand Baster, Col. Tynte, in con-
sequence of illness.  'The remainder of the business transacte
does not appear to call for any comment,

We now come to the province of Norfolk, which a short
thme since occupied a portion of our attention—and our
columns were freely opencd to cur correspondents to prove,
if they could, that on some points we were in ervor. Our
articles on Masonic Missions must necessarily, trom want of
sufiicient data, be somewhat deficient in their details, and we
may perhaps be occasionally led into false conclusions for the
want of those data, As regards Norfolk, however, all the
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arguments brought forward at the late Provineial Grand Lodge
to prove that we were in error are only, to owr mind, so mueh
corvoborative evidence of the general corvectness of our views,
In the first place, we deny that our remarks were made in
the “dictatovial” spirit attributed to us by the R.W. Prov.
Grand Master—they were in fact merely suggestions in-
tended to direct the attention of the brethren to the Magonie
requirements of the province, with a view of stimulating
them to greater exertions in improving its position. The
Right Worshipfal Provineial Grand Master, however, takes
us somewhat closely to task, and hecause we suggested
that certain large towns ought to be in possession of Lodges,
informs us that “To propose to cstablish Lodges in places
where there were at present no Masons, seemed to him to be
a preposal not exactly in accordance with the ordinary line
of conduct which any wise man would consider proper for the
accomplishment of the ohject e had in view.” Now we deny
that we ever suggested that Lodges were fo be established
where there were no Masons ; but we do hold, that were the
Provincial Grand Master and his Depaty—ay, and his Grand
Seeretary—to exert themselves and look avonnd them, they
would easily find many Xasons who are denied all com-
munion with their brethren because of the distance at which
they reside from any Lodge, and who would willingly exert
themselves to raise new Lodges and extend the benefits of the
Order if they received sufliciont encouragement and assistance
from those who are placed in anthovity over them. But owr
Right Worshipful Brother asks us, “Was it mecant that
hrethren should travel from a distant part of the country to
these places to establish Lodges in them, and nob only to
establish them, but to work them and earry them on# To
some extent it should be so, but only as we have just indi-
cated ; and how far that may be successfully done is shown by
the vesults which huve attended the exertionms of Bro. Dr.
Harvcourt, in Swrey, and Bro. Gavin Pocock in Sussex.
But Bro. Cabbell suggests a plan of his own—a kind of
itinerant Lordge, in which we cannot agree—travelling brethren
seeking for converts to the Order—the making of new Masons
merely for the purpose of creating new Lodges. Here it is—
“He would attempt to supply the gap in the problem which
had been so ostentatiously started. He would propose that
the services of some brethren should be devoted to the making
of Masens in those distant places, and then, when the Masons
were made, the means would have been provided for making
the Lodges.” To this we decidedly object. 'What we wish to
see is the bringing back of brethren separated from the Craft
by distance from Lodges into closer communion with their
brethren, and the making of new members of our Order only
through their example and influence as upright men, good
cltizens, and sincere friends. We conld point out many
towns in the kingdom in which there ave worthy Masons
who fancy they have not the power to create new Lodges
within themselves, but would readily assist the Provincial
Grand Ofticers in doing so.  We make these remarks not in
the spirit of dictation attributed to us, but because we sin-
cevely believe that Bro. Cabbell ubtered not one word move
than he felt when le said, ¢ He could assure the brethren
that there was no brother in the Order who felt a more
ardent determination to do everything in his power, and to
the fullest extent, according to his humble ability, for the
yromotion of the cause of Freemasonry ; because he thought
ihat in the promotion of that sacred cause he was carrying
out all the great behests of a kind and all merciful Cre:ito);
and doing everything hie conld to promote the genoral welfave
of mankind.”

But it was not the Right Worshipful Grand Master alone |

who felt bound to reply to the Freemasons Magazine.
Bro, Fox, the Provineial Grand Secretary, informing us “ 1t
was trne that there were but eight Lodges in Novtolk, but
from the present aggregate number of theiv membevs, they
were equal to sixicen average Lodges. So far from Masonry
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being retrogressive or stationary in Norfolk, it had materially
advanced since the accession to office of Bro. Cabbell, and it
wag now gradually progressing. Masonry was almost a dead
lotter in the proviuee till the Provincial Grand Master’s in-
stallation, but since that tine the number of Ilasens in the
county had trebled.” We arve glad to hear this from so ex-
cellent an authority, but then the question naturally arises,
Tiow long « period was suffeved to clapse between the time of
Bro. Cabbell's acceptance of’ the office of Provincial Grand
Master and his installation? It is true there may have been
loeal causes to prevent that installation at an carlier date,
unknown to wus, but that is no ground for accnsing us of
misrepresentation or of cndeavouring to create by inuendo
a feeling against the Provincial Grand Master, as Bro. Fox
does in the following passage — Ie could easily wnderstand
that from misvepresentations and want of accurate informa-
tion, the witter of the article in question might in his zeal
for the Oxder refleet in somewhat strong terms on the pro-
vince, but these should have been confined within charitable
bounds, and attempts should not have been made by inuendo
and otherwise to create in the minds of the Norfolk brethven
a Teeling of disvespect if’ not of hostility to their Provincial
Grand Master.” Now nothing could be further from the
desive of any wiiter connccted with the freemasons' Magazine,
as there are no brethren who know better the universal
philanthropy of ouwr Right Worshipful Brother, or who can
more fully appreciate the value of lus services and contribu-
tions in aid of our Masonic chavities; and we willingly
endorse the statement of Bro. Fox, that “ the worthy brother
by his bencvolent actious and universal kindness had merited
the love and approbation of the brethren.” But is it because
we fully appreciate the henevolent disposition of Bro. Cahbell
—is it heeanse the poor of every distriet which he may visit
is sure to be vemembered and benefited—as they were at
North Walsham by the handsome gift of £30, added to the
money gathered at the church (and we 1ejoice that the
amount was given to the local charities, as it is not to those
out of the Craft that we would appeal for support to our own
institutions)—that we are to be tonguetied, and not point
out to our Right Worshipful Brother what we believe to
he defects in his administration—defects which we feel
tend to the injury of the Craft in his provinee?! Now, in
the report of the proceedings on the Sth inst., we are in-
formed, (and the veport was received from a brother whose
chavacter for aceuruey as n member of the loeal press we
know to justly rank very high), “the various officers
of the Provincial Grand Lodge were reappointed by the
Provincial Grand Master.” Surely in the eight Lodges, equal
tosixteen in other provinces, there were some brethren whose
excrtions and positions should have entitled them to some
recognition—to some shave of those honours which it is in
the power of the Provincial Grand Master to bestow. Onr
Right Worshipful brother may rest assured that there is no
course so likely to check the exertion and the just ambition
of deserving brethren as o keep the same officers for too
lengthened a period. In the Supreme Grand Lodge, at least
five of the ofiicers are changed every year; and the feeling
has long been gaining ground that, excepting in such ofiices
as those of the Chrand Secretary and Grand Registrar, the
more frequent the change, the better will it be for the in-
terests of the Craft, and the greater will be the opportunity
of the Grand Master to veward deserving brethren by giving
them a share in the honowrs of the Craft which, though many
may aspire to, few can of necessity obtain. In o province we
hold there isno just ground for deviating from the practice
of the Supreme Grand Lodge, unless indeed the members ave
so few that men of sufficient knowledge and standing eanuos
be obtained to fill the offices—a contingency which we are
sure caunot arise in Novfolk.  We have spoken thus freely
because we feel we were challenged to it by the Right \Vorshil;-
ful Provincial Grand Master and the Provineial CGyand
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Secretary—and because having been so challenged, we should
neither have been doing our duty to the Craft ov to ourselves
had we shrunk from entering the lists, and fully explaining
our views upon the points mooted at the Provincial Grand
Lodge and festival. There is another point upon which we
would have said o word, had it not been so strongly depre-
cated by many of the speakers, and because we arve aware
it is one for which the Provincial Grand Master can he in no
way held responsible—the admission of strangers to the
bancuet, as a restraint is thus put upon that free intercom-
munication between the brethren which ought to be the
characteristic of a Masonic gathering.

In our last number, in addition to owr report of the Pro-
vincial Grand Lodge of Norfolk, we also published the pro-
ceedings at the Provineial (rand Lodge of Camnberland,
over which Bro. Greaves, the Deputy Provincial Grand Master,
presided, the actual Grand Master, Sir James Grabam, having,
from the pressure of political duties and other causes, long
ceased to take any active part in Freemwsonrvy. We have
heard bus little of the province for some time past, and ave
therefore gratified to find that, under the rule of Bro.
Greaves, it 1s gradually rising in importance and the brethren
increasing not only in numbers but in intelligence. The
Lodge at Maryport, where the Provineial Grand Lodge was
held, was a few months since all hut extinet, but is now
rapidly increasing; and the Whitehaven Lodge, which five
years ago possessed only twenty members, now numbers nearly
one hundred and twenty, and Bro. Fletcher, one of its members,
has served the office of Steward to the Givls' School. This isthe
more gratifying to wusg, because we had the honour of being
present at the first Provincial Grand Lodge held by Dro.
Greaves, towards the close of 1854—ere our pen had begun
to show itself in the HMasonic Iirror, then on the eve of
starting—and we could not but witness with pain that there
were dissensions in the province that boded no good for its
prosperity.  These, under the influence of Bro. Greaves’
kindly rule have happily passed away, and he has the
satistaction of feeling that, though not a large, Cumberland
is a happy and wnited province.

The Right Worshipful Bro. Colonel Vernon, the Provin-
cial Grand Master for Staffordshire, hag held Lis Provineial
Grand Lodge and congratulated the brethren on the progress
which the Order is waking in his provinee, the number of
brethren having nearly doubled in the last twelve months—
now numbering something like six hundred—a result which
we believe may, in o great degree, be attributed to the high
estimation in which our gallant brother and his worthy
deputy, Bro. Ward, arve held throughout the proviuee.
Amongst other appointments we notice that of Bro. Major
M Knight as Provincial Grand Superintendent of Works.
Can any of the brethren inform us what ave the qualifications
of the gallant Major for the oifice ? Tshe an ofticer of Engi-
neers—or an architect with the vank of Major in a ritle or
other local corps?

. The Provincial Grand Lodge of the astern division of
ﬁ‘outh ‘Wales lias been held, under the presidency of Bro.
Charles Kemeys Kemeys-Tynte—the worthy scion of a
worthy and truly Masonic house; but we do not notice any-
thing in the proceedings to call for special remark, excepting
Jfllilt the Provincial Grand Master transacted the business of
})1‘0\7}11(:1&1 Grand Lodge in one apartment, and then with his
Frovincial Grand Ofticers joined those brethren of the
Provinee not yet members of the governing body in another
room—ithey heing assembled under the banner of the Neath

sodge.  This is as it should be.

In Dorsetshire, (which has for the last two years been
under the direction of the Grand Registrar in consequence
?;t the death of Bro. ‘Willett), o new era is opening in the
. :fglt; v]:il'q.. 1(;%(1:';1'11dy having just been ‘instu.lled, ab Bridpo}'t,
Master c1al Grand Master, by Bro., Cosgns, the Worshipful

Ster of the youngest Lodge in the provinee-—~the St. Mary’s

(1009). An excellent sermon was preached at Allington
Chuyeh by the Rev. Bro. Henry Rawlinson, and the whole of
the proceedings appear to have been marked by the utmost
cordiality—the presage, we hope, of a happy and prosperous
reign for the new Provincial Girand Master.

Having thus briefly observed on the Provincial Grand
Lodges which have been recently held, we proceed to notice
some ervors into which it appears that we have unwittingly
tallen in previous numbers. Thus Bro. Herbert, the Secretary
of the St. Cuthberga Lodge, No. 905, and Past Master of No.
154, Hants, informs us that we were in error in stating in our
number of June, that Bro. €. Rawe of No. 963, was the
Provincial Grand Registrar—it should have been Bro. C. R.
Rowe, of No, 905—he having been appointed whilst Wor-
shipful Master of lis own Lodge by the late Provinecial
Grand Master, Bro. Willett, in 1857, the year of his death.
He further states that he is not awarve that Wrexham has a
Royal Arch Clapter, and that statement is an evident ervor
of the writer. On other points Bro. Herbert (whose letter
is ouly dated the 12th inst.) shall speak for himself :—

“T hope you will also allow me a word or two on behalf of the
Lodge with respeet to its place of meeting. We ave stated to
meet at a tavern, althouglh you believe that Wimbornie and other
places named ¢ have town halls in which the Lodge counld meet.’
Your informant does not appear to have been aware that we have
no choiee. There ave, indecd, in the town, two other rooms, but
from the high rent demaunded for each, and from other causes
affecting one of them, both wholly inevitable, we are obliged to rent
a room at the Crown Ilotel, of which we keep the key, thus
making it, in fact, a private voom. Be assured, that we fully
agree with you as to the ineligibility of a tavern, i’ a suitable
room could be obtained elsewhere.

¢ Again, with respect to our name, which you designate ag
¢ fanciful and of no significance.”  All I shall say on this point is,
that on looking through the list in the Freemasons’ Pocket Book, 1
sec very many names to which (not knowing the reasons for tueir
sclection) I conceive those terms might be applied with mueh
more propriety ; and that when our name was proposed by our
first W.AL, it was cousidercd by the brethren as peculiarly ap-
propriate and significant.* .

¢ Finally, may T add a word on the working of the Todge. 1t
has been considered by visiting hrethren as respectable and efti-
cient, and has Dbeen honoured with the approbation of the
D. Prov. G.ML Wehave musicin our cevemonies, and every W. M,
hitherto has been able to go througl his own initiations, &c¢. The
average attendance for a year and a half to Christmas last was
twelve, and, notwithstanding all losses by deaths and removals,
we still number twenty-five.”

A correspondent also corrects some crrors into which we have
fallent in our article on Warwickshire. Neither Foleshill ov
Coleshill have Lodges, the asterisk having been accidentally
placed against them. A new Lodge has been orisabout to be
petitioned for, for Sutton Coldtield, under the auspices of the
Rev. Bro. Bedford, rector of that place, Provincial Grand
Chaplain, and P.M. of the Lodge of Light, Birmingham, having
succeeded Bro. Blake in the carly part of 1858, Bro. Dr.
Hopkins continues a member of the 8t. Paul’s, and, having
paid his fees to the close of the present year, he was a few
mouths since elected an honorary life member, he being now
avesident of Jersey. Bro. Weiss was the Worshipful Master of
the Howe Lodge in 1858, and was a munificent benefactor to
the Lodge. Bro. Hall, erroncously stated to have been the
Worshipful Master of this Lodge, was installed as Worshipful
Master of the Lodge of Light in May last, as successor to
the Rev. Bro. Bedford. The Royal Arch Chapter of Forti-
tude (No. 51), Birmingham, is still at work, but not with
much efficiency ; the Howe (No.857), of which Comp. D. Hop-
kins is the First Principal, being the favourite, all the officers
being well up in their duties, and the turniture and appoint-
nments most complete. There is no Chapter at Alcester.
We are informed that the Athel Lodge (No. 88), Birmingham,
ahout six months ago purchased a building for many years

# We shall be happy o reccive another letter feom Tro. Herberg
ving ws the reasons.
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used as a synagogue, and have couverted it into a Masonic
hall.

As we shall shortly proceed with our Masonic Missions,
we shall he obliged by any information or statistics with
which the brethren may favowr us, in order to ensurc the
utmost possible accuracy.

MASONRY IN INDIA.
_ Grear and important changes are taking place in our
Indian empire, and at such a evitical period of its history a
brief veview of the present condition of Masonry, with a few
remarks on the practical inefliciency of existing Masonic
institutions, may not be amiss.

The several presidencies coustitute Masonic districts,
though one of them (Bombay) has not yet been entrusted to
a Provincial Grand Master. Lodges, however, working
therein under Scotch warrants, enjoy provincial government.
Bengal, comprising a vast extent of country, in which there
are considerahly more Euvopean stations than in either of the
subordinate presidencies, whilst possessing a District Grand
Lodge, has not established it in a central position so as to
ensure & speedy communication with the numerous Lodges
under its control, nor indeed as at present constituted would
such an arrangement be feasible. Caleutta with its nine
Lodges demands a separate government, and until additional
provinces arc formed, must imperatively remain the head
quarters ; but the remoteness of so many Lodge stations
from the seat of authority venders highly expedient the
creation of additional provinces. If correspondence were
the ~ouly subject for consideration, no alteration in existing
institutions would seem necessary ; the almost unrivalled
postal arvangements of Tndia, which combine speed with
ceconomy, making such objection invalid. But the personal
supervision of the Provincial Grand Master or his deputy,
ought to be experienced by every Lodge in the district, and
these brethren must be enthusiastic Masons as well as tra-
vellers, to favour the Peshawur or Lahore Lodges with even
an occasional visit, that is to say, of cowvse if residing (as
such oflicers are wont o do) in the vicinity of Calcutta.

Bengal should be subdivided into at least three provinces,
though move are veally vequisite ; these ought to comprise,
respectively, the northern, midland, and southern Lodae
stations, and might be named the District Grand Lodges of
the Punjaub, of Meerut, and of Caleutte. TIn the event of
such a project heing seriously entertained, it would he a
matter of but slight difliculty to arvange and determine the
limits and extent of cach jurisdiction. A further solidity
and durability could be cemented by the selection of Deputy
Provincial Grand Masters from brebhren situated at a distance
from the stations inhabited hy the Provincial Graud Masters,
a greaticr number of Lodges being thus brought under the
dircet notice of, and amenahle to, high Masonic suthority.

) The presidency of 'J\f]:l}dl‘:'ls should possess another District
Grand Lodge, whose jurisdiction ought to comprise the
Lodges situate in ity western and southemm tervitory.,  The
capital, Madras, has quite enough Lodges to form a separate
provinee, there being no other station in India with so mainy.
This  presidency would enjoy n more complete Masonic
government if it weve formed into the provinees of Trichi-
nopoly and Madras, having, as recommended to the Bengal
side, Dejuty Proviucial Grand Masters ab conveuiont stations,
The Bowbay presidency shews a great wedkness in English
Lodges ; Masoury there being almost a monopoly of our Scotel
brebhven, to whose possession of o Provincial Chand Lodge
whilst Ynglish Masons are without one, may be chicfly attri-
1)11Lcd_ tln’; present decay. A District Crand Lodge under the
(:01;151:1trmnn_«v:i' Bngland should at onee be established, or in
;:, %cw yeers Jnolish FLodges in Borbay will be amongst the
things that have heen, ’ °

An able Provineial Grand Master would soon alter this

state of aflairs, and it is to be hoped that, ere long, provin-
cial government will be granted to this presidency.

The Birman cmpire will soon demand a distinct govern-
ment, but for the present should remain a dependency.

The importance of an adequate supply of Masonic provinces
in this vast country cannot be over estimated ; the necessity
for loeal authovity, to exercise a vigilant supervision and
prevent the constant refevence of trivial matters to head quar-
ters in London, is as vequisite in India as elsewhere; bub
many, very many disadvantages under which Indian Masons
Iabour, their brethren in other colomies are wholly exempt
from. In Hindostan the Buropean population is not per-
maunently vesident, and pevsons take at the utmost but a
life interest iu the country. Military men and civilians in
her Majesty’s Indian service comprise by far the bulk of
the white society. At each of the three principal stations,
viz,, Caleutta, Madras, and Bombay, there is of course a con-
siderable sprinkling of professional men, such as surgcons,
lawyers, &c., and also merchants and sailors, but cven then
they bear but a slight propovtion to the government employts.
There ave few HEuropeans located in India, no matter to
what profession or trade belonging, who expect to end theiv
days in that country. In possession of a moderate competence,
or of a hardly earned peusion, the majority of Europeans
gladly avail themselves of the facilities for overland transit
to the civilized lands of the west afforded by the magnificent
steamers of the Peninsular and Oriental Company. Few of
our war worn veberans remain in India to repose upon their
Taurels, after a protracted residence has secured a comfortable
and honourable retirement.  Merchants and professional men
have generally made ample fortunes and departed long befove
time has tinged their locks with grey. It thus follows
that a lasting and time honoured connexion with the Lodge
of one’s initiation is a vare and almost anheard of occurrence ;
o stafl of veteran Past Masters exists in any Lodge—brethren
who have watched with mingled feelings of fear and hope its
changing fortunes ; the members of to-day will be unknown
and forgotten twenty years hence. Brethven at the upper
stations have yet more to complain ef—Lodges up country
being composed almost entively ot militavy ofticers or govern-
mont officials, any disburbance or call for troops may deprive
one of them ai a swoop of half its members, and render
future mecting impossible.  If, by some good chance, enough
brethwen are quartered together to apply legally for a warrant
of constitution ab a station unprovided with a Lodge, so
much time is expended in obtaining the necessavy authority,
that on its arrival theve ave possibly not two of the applicants
remaining together.

It is in the north west provinees, and in the Bombay
presidency (inore especially the latter, where divect comunmi-
cation with London is necessary upon cvevy occasion), that
the evils of procrastination ave principally apparent; and
there s great reason to believe that a few appointments
therein of P'rovineial Grand Masters would much henefit the
Chraft,

When seven or move brethren are for a time oceupants of
the same station, mnd desirous of establishing a Lodge, o
dispensation to commence working ought to be ab once pro-
curable, and the permission cheerfully accorded by the dele-
gated authority. Upon such occasions there is gencrally o
rush of candidates for initiation, and afber the fivst mecting
but little fear of a dissolution need e apprehended, at least
for o time. It will often happen that members of Lodges
(long vonstituted) are distingmished at intervals Ly alternate
fits of enthusiasm and apathy for many consccutive nonths.
Zeal and attention will animate every hrother, whilst through
an unfortunate sclection of o Master, or other disastrous
calamity, the Lodge may he plunged into temporvavy difli-
culties; members begin to luok coldly upon une another, hecome
slack in their attendance, ivregular in the payment of dues,
carcless in their behaviour, and slovenly in their work—lose



Ave. 20, 1859]

FREEMASONS MAGAZINE AND MASONIC MIRROR.

125

all pride in themselves as a body, and become divided into
cliques, all of which herald an approaching dissolution. A
timely warning of their possible fate, together with a short
admonition from the Prov. Grand Master, would in wmost
cases recall thesc erving hrethren to a proper frame of mind,
and dispose their hearts to profit by his advice ; but without
local supervision, in the event of such gloomy feeling pro-
vailing, what must be the inevitable vesult? One Lodge the
less on the roll of England.

A sudden outhreak, a simultancous change of station,
causing a partial dispersion of working brethren, would in
many parts of India be fatal to the prospects of a Lodge ;
the Worshipful Master, Past Masters, and Wardens, might
all be removed from the scene of their labours, and the
remnant be of too recent initiation to act prudently ab such
a crisis, A Prov. Grand Master or Deputy could in the
majority of cases readjust matters upon a firm and satisfactory
basis, cither by actual attendance or by the selection of an.
eflicient brother to preside over the deserted flock ; in fact it
is scavcely possible for a contingency to avise, that will
prevent a really good Prov. Grand Master from continuing
every Lodge under his jurisdietion in active existence. It
may be necessary to remark that Prov. Grand Masters should
be selected as far as possible from amongst professional men
ov persons in permanent civil or military employ ; for if such
office be held by brethren liable to vemoval, Indian Masons
would gain but little by the more plentiful establishment of
Masonic provinces.

Thus far have we writben on data with which we have
heen kindly furnished by correspondents in India; but there
is also an English side to the picture, which, being within our
Inowledge, we should not be asting fairly were we to with-
hold it from the brethren. The subject of a re-distribution
of districts and the addition of three Provineial Grand
Masters for India, has for many months past occupied the
attention of the authovities at home, and a scheme was pre-
parved for dividing India into five districts (theve are at pre-
sent only two, Bengal and Madvag) viz,, Bowbay, Madvas,
Bengal and Burmah, the North West Provinces, and the
Punjaub.  This scheme, which we have heard met with the
approval of the Most Worshipful Grand Master, was by his
lordship’s desire submibbed to a considerable nuniber of influ-
ential Masons in India, ineluding the past and présent Grand
Masters and others, and with, we believe, one exception de-
clared to be impracticable, and likely to prove injurious to
Masonry in India; it being urged that it would be very
diflicult to find brethren to fill the office of Grand Master,
stablonary ab one district, of suflicient standing to make
Masonry respected ; and that owing to the constant moving
of the members of Lodges from place to place, it would
very shorbly vender it impossible to hold a Grand Lodge
ab all.  'We belicve that our foregoing observations have
proved these statements to be to a considerable extent at
least, fallacious ; buf, under the civcumstances, we do not
well sce how the Grand Master could act iun the face of
these opinions cxeepting by abandoning the scheme. It
now, however, remains for the brethren in India themsclves
to consider the matber.  If they wish, as we are assured they
tlo, for a ve-digtribution of the districts, and the appointment
of & greater number of vesident Provincid Grand Masters,
they have only to memorialize the Grand Master upon the
sul..)cht ; and should the majority of the Lodges concur in
opimion, we feel no doubt, from his lordship’s repeated decla-
rations in Girand Lodge, that he will readily fall in with their
Wwishes, and appoint such hrethren to rule over them as may
appear hest fitted to promote the interests of the Ovder, main-
tain its digniby, and veceive the sapport of the Craft in the
ghstmcts which they may have intrusted to their supen-
mten-dence 5 and no persons will he hetter enabled to judge
of this than the members of the Lodges whom they may be
called upon to breside over, if they can mutually agrec on

one or two names to submit to the Most Worshipful Grand
Master, cave being taken that nothing like local jealousies
shall be allowed to interfore with their choice.

MUSIC AND THE MASONIC RITUAL
BY BRO., MATTHEW COOKE.*

[Owixe to the change of form in The Freemasons Magazine, many
persons who did not subseribe to the last series would only become par-
tially acquainted with the present subject, unless they felt sufficient
intevest in it to procure the previous numbers. The author has, there-
fore, prefixed a resumé of the two preceding papers on “ Music and the
Masonic Ritual, which have already appeared.

TFully recognizing the revival that has taken place in Masonry through
the instrumentality of the papersin the Frecmasons’ Magazine, known as
“Our Architectural Chapter,” we pub m a plea for a rovival of the
musical element in our body, founding our pretensions on the increased
intevest that has been manifested by the outer world, as well as in
the Craft, in religious, artistic, and architectural subjects; and we
farther based our claim on the recognition of music as one of the seven
liberal sciences recommended to the especial study of every Crafbsman.

In the first paper (p. 537, Vol. vi), we opened with some remarks on
music, both as an art and science, and we combated the ervoneous im-
pression that few people are gifted with the voice to produce music,
showing that every individual that has the powers of speech must, of
necessity, be able to sing, although that gift should e of the most
limited extent, We then passed on to remark\ that music was given us,
among other perceptions of the beautiful, by the (A0 1.U. himself,
for our especial delight and amusement; that the most noble use to
which we could. devote it was to hymn his praise as the Giver of all
good gifts ; and that licentious ideas could not arise from music itsclf,
but only when used to heighten the expressions of loose and profane
words ; finishing with a curious extract on the value and uses of a geod
voiee.

Tn the second paper {p. 688, Vol. vi), we entered upon the inquiry of
the wonderful effects of our art recorded in the writings of the ancient
pagans, and its medicinal virbues, We also gave general definitions of
melody, harmony, and vhythm ; and, returning to our stavting poiut,
disconrsed of the kinds of music adopted by the ancicuts in their
mysteries, and the instruments in uwse among them. We traced the
Pythagorean system of sounds to its formation; the rites of the
Druids, so far as they were illustrated by music, and some general
remarks upon the Phaliic or song-dance of the ancients; concluding this
portion of the subject by the various references to Holy Writ in which
music and the dance are commemorated. ]

1x the previous papers, above referved to, it will have been
particularly noticed by such of our readers who have perused
them, that we have avoided the subject of the music of the
Beyptians, while alluding to the rites of initiation of the
principal mysteries of antiquity. Thiswe have done advisedly,
beeause the Beyptian and Hebrew music are so closely allied,
that we can hardly consider the former without trenching on
the latter. Iowever, we hope in the present paper to dis-
pose of the Bgyptian nwusic before enteriug upon the great
inquiry of the at, as recognized in the Jewish and Christian
churches. And as we know of no better authority than Si
Gardner Wilkinsont on all that appertains to Bgyptian anbi-
(uitics, we shall make considerable use of his labours to
clucidate our meaning, and transfer from the work 1'01"01:1‘(_3(1
to such portions as we find suitable to the subject mntter‘ in,
hand. With these remmuks we continue our invcstigztblpn,
and find that in Bgypt it was not thought up{mconpng
the gravity and dignity of o priest to admit musicians mto
his house, or to take pleasuve in witnessing the flall.cc 5 zm(_l,
scated with their wives and %unily, in the midst of their
friends, the highest functionaries of the sacerdotal ovder
enjoyed the lively scene.  In the same manner, at a Greek
entertainment, diversions of all kinds were introduced ; and
Xenophon and Plato inform us that Socrates, the wisest of
men, amused his fiiends with music, jugglers, mimics, buf-

* Honorary Music Master to the Royal Freemagons’ fSchool for
Female Children.

+ ¢ Manners and Customs of the Anclent Egypliaus.”
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foons, and whatever could be desived for exciting cheerfulness

and mivth,
Though it is impossible for us now to forniany notion of the

style of Egyptian music, yeb we can make some near approach:,

to its character, and we may be allowed to conjecture that it
“was studied on scientific principles; for, from the great atten-
tion paid to it by Pythagoras, many of whose years were spent
in learning “the wisdom of the Bgyptians,” there is every
reason to believe that music was looked upon as an important
science, and diligently studied by the priesthood. According
to Diodorus, it was not customary to make music part of
their education, being deemed useless and even injurious, as
tending to render the minds of men effeminate: but this
remark can only apply to the custom of studying it as an
amusement, which might lead to luxurious and dissolute
habits ; and Plato, who was well acquainted with the usages
of the Bgyptians, distinctly says that they considered music
of the greatest consequence, from its beneficial effects upon the
mind of youth. This is confirmed by Strabo who asserts
that the ehildven of the Egyptians weve taught letters, the
songs appointed by law, and a certain kind of music, esta-
blished by government to the exclusion of every other ; and
Diodorus himself, not only allows the invention of music to
have been ascribed by the Egyptians to divine origin, but
shows that the poets and musicians of Greece visited Egypt
for the purpose of improvement.

The authority of Plato, who had spent thirteen years in
the conntry and had paid particular attention to the institu-
tions of the Egyptians, is of the greatest weight on this ques-
tion ; and the whole passage connected with it is of so much
interest that Siv Gardner Wilkinson quotes ib as follows :#—

** Athen. Gluest. 'The plan we have been laying down for the
cducation of youth was known long ago to the Lgyptians; that
nothing but beautiful forms and fine music should be permitted to
enter into the assemblies of young people. Having settled what
those forms and what the music should be, they exhibited them
in their temples; nor was it allowable for painters, or other imita-
tive artists, to innovate, or invent any forms different from what
were established ; nor lawful, either in painting, statuary, or any
branches of music, to make any alteration. Upon examination,
therefore, you will find that the pictures and statues made ten
thousand years ago arc in no particular better or worse than what
they now make. : .

¥ Clin. 'What you say is wonderful !

* Athen. Yes;it isin the truc spirit of legislation and policy.
Other things, practised among that people, niay, perhaps, be of a
trifling nature ; but what they ordained about music is right, and
it deserves consideration, that they werc able to make laws of
this kind, firmly establishing such melody as was fitted to rectify
the perversencss of natwve. This must have been the work of
the Deity, or of some divine man; as, in faet, they say in Egypt,
that the music which has been so long preserved was composed
by Isis, and the poetry likewise; so that, as T said, if' any onc is
able to apprehend the “rectitude of them, he ought to have the
courage to reduce them to law and order. For the search of
pleasure and pain, which is always divected to the use of new
music, perhaps possesses no great power of corrupting the conse-
crated choir by an accusation of its antiquity. It appears, there-
fore, that the choir of the Egyptians was by no means capable of
heing corrupted, but that the contrary was entirely the case.”

That they paid very great attention to the study of music,
and had arvived at a very accwrate knowledge of the art, is
evident, when we consider the nature of the instruments they
used, and the perfect acquaintance they must have had with
the principles of harmony ; for Athensust expressly tells us
that both the Greeks and barbavians weve taught by refugees
from Egypt, and that the Alexandrians were the most scien-
fific and skilful players on pipes and other instraments.

In the infancy of music, as Dr. Burney has justly re-
marked, “no other instruments were known than those of
percussion, and it was, therefove, little more than metrical.”
Then followed the pipe, made of reeds, which grew in the

* Plato, “Seeond Book of Laws.”
I Annels of Alexandria” iv., 25.

vivers and lakes, and as improvement followed improvement,
by the time the Bgyptians were a great nation, music became
a noble and valued science. They also appear to have per-
fectly understood how to produce a scale from a smaller
number of strings, by shortening them on a neck, in a similar
manner to our modern violin. From this we argue that they
must have attentively studied the nature of musical sounds,
and extended to this the same minute and serious investiga-
tion as to the other sciences. Though Diodorus thinks that
the Egyptians did not consider music a necessary part of an
accomplished education, yet he attributes® the invention of
it to the same deity who gave them laws and letters, who
regulated the aftairs  of veligion, and who taught them
astronomy, and all useful and ornamental arts. This fabulous
account of its origin evidently shows wusic to have been
sanctioned and even cultivated by the priests themselves,
who invariably pretended to have derived from the gods the
knowledge of the sciences they encowraged, of which their
body was the sole repository and source ; and serves to prove
the great respect paid to music by the Egyptian priests, who
thought it not unworthy of a deity to be its patron and
inventor.

In noticing the harps of a tomb at Thebes,t Bruce § makes

" the following remark :—

¢ They overturn all the accounts hitherto given of the earliest
state of music and musical instruments in the east; and are,
altogether, in their form, ornaments, and compass, an incon-
testable proof, stronger than a thousand Greek quotations, that
geometry, drawing, mechanics and music were at the greatest
perfection when this instrument was made, and that the period
from which we date the invention of these arts, was only the
beginning of the era of their restoration.”

‘We may mention that the instruments chiefly in use
among the Egyptians were the single and double pipe, harps,
from three to fourteen strings, guitars, tambourines, and vari-
ous instruments of percussion. These were also frequently
used to accompany bands of singers, and these bands fre-
quently consisted of more than twenty persons, who were
often all blind, two of whom responded at the end of the
verses by clapping the hands in the rhythm of the preceding
music.

It it was not customary for the higher classes of Egyptians
to learn music for the purpose of playing in society, and if
few amateur performers could be found among persons of
ranlk, still some general knowledge of the art must have been
acquired by a people so alive to its charms; and the atten-
tion paid to it by the priests regulated the taste, and pre-
vented the introduction of a vitiated style, so that music was
studied by the priesthood with other views than that of
aflording pleasure and entertainment, the same science being
horrowed by Pythagoras from Egypt.

The igyptians may net have had ihe means of handing
down their compositions with the same fidelity as modern
nations, yet this objection does not apply to the study of the
science itself ; their object being rather to touch the feeling
than delight the ear. 'It is impossible for us to determine
whether the Bgyptian priesty, in later times, devised any
method of preserving their melodics, or trusted entively to
oral tradition, as this secret would have been concealed by
them with the same jealous cave as the mysteries themselves.

Without entering npon the questio vexatw where Pytha-
goras obtained his doctrine of the theory of sounds, the fact
of his having studied all the learning of the Egyptians, and
his being the sole teacher of that system among the Greeks,
goes far to prove that it did not originate in Greece, and
that his opinions were founded on Egyptian data. For what
that philosopher asserted vespecting sound emitted by a long
and short string of the same quality and thickness, “that

* Diodotus, lib. i., 16.
't Of the time of Rameses ITL, p.c., 1235 ; consequently far from
heing the oldest harps represented in Lgyptian seulpture,
¥ ¥ Travels in Abyssinnia,” 1., c. 6,
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the shorter made the quicker vibrations, and ubtered the
acuter sound,” had heen already shown by the Egyptians ;
and we may fairly conclude that he derived his knowledge
of this subject from the same source® as that of the solar
system, which vemained wnknown in Europe from his time
to the days of Copernieus, and with which Pythagoras, of all
the Greeks, was alone acquainted.

At the religious ceremonies and processions of the Fgypt-
ians, when music was introduced, there is reason to believe
the attendance of ordinary musicians was not admitted, but
that performers attached to the priestly order, and organized
for this special purpose, were alone einployed, who were con-
sidered 40 belong exclusively to the service of the temple, in
the same manner as each military band of their army to its
respective corps.

Among the instruments of Egyptian sacred music may be
reckoned the havp, lyve, flute, double pipe, tambourine, cym-
bals, and even the guitar; but neither the trumpet, dram,
nor mace, were excluded from the religious processions in
which the military were engaged. They do not, however,
appear to have been admitted, like the former, among those
whose introduction into the courts of the temple was sanec-
tioned on ordinary occasions ; and perhaps the peculiarv title
of “the holy instrument” ought to be confined to the
sistrum, .

The harp, lyre, and tambourine, werc often admitted
during the veligious services of the temple; and in a pro-
cession in homour of Athor, represented on the fiicze ab
Dendera, two goddesses ave observed to play the harp and
tambourine. The priests, bearing the sacred emblems, fre-
quently advanced to the sound of the flute,t and cntered the
temple o celebrate their most important festivals ; and with
the exception of those of Osiris at Abydus, the sacred rites
of an Bgyptian deity did not forbid the introduction of the
harp, the flute, or the voices of singeys,

At the feast of Diana, or Pasht, at Bubastis, music was
permitted as on other similar occasions, and Herodotus
mentions the flute and the erotol, which were played hy the
votaries of the goddess, on their way down the Nile to the
town where her far-fumed temple sbood.  In the processions
during the festival of Bacchus, the same author says, the
flute player goes first, and is followed by the chovisters, who
chant the praises of the deity ; wnd we find the flute repre-
sented in the sculptures in the hands of a sacred musician,
attached to the service of Amun, who is in attendance while
the ceremonies arc performed in honour of the god. And
that eymbals were appropriated to the same purpose, we
have sufficient reason for inferring, from this having been
found Dburied with an individual whose cofin bears an in-
seription, purporting that she was the minstrel of Amun, the
presiding deity of Thebes.

That the harp was a favourite instrument in religions
ceremonies, 1s evident from the assertion of Styabo, from the
frequent mention of minstrels of Amun, and other gods, in
the hievoglyphic legends placed over those who play that
instrument, and from the two harpers in the presence of
the god Ao,

With most nations it has been considered right to intro-
duce music into the service of religion ; and if the Egyptian
priesthood made it so principal o part of their earnest in-
(uiries, and inculeated the necessity of applying to its study,
nob ag an amusement, or in consequence of any feeling excited

¥ Tamblichus, De Vita Pythagoras, informs us that Pythagoras derived
l‘ns \prl‘}ngtiou upon different sciences from Tigypt, and taught them
to his disciples (i, 29); that he learnt philosophy from the ligyptian
priests (ib. i, 28), and that he employed wusic for curing both
diseases of body and mind (ib. 1. 25, 29, aud 31 ) .

 Apuleius says,—“ Ihant et dicati magno Serapidi tibicines, qui per
obliquum  calamum ad anrem porrectum dextram, familiarem templi
deique modulum frequentabant, et plerique qui facilem sacris viam dari

preedicarent.”  Metamorph, lib., xi. Compare also Herodot., ii., 48,
F Lib. ii,, 60

by the reminiscences accompanying a national air, but from a
sincere admiration of the science, and of its eflects upon the
human mind, we can readily believe that it was sanctioned,
and even deemed indispensable, in many of their religious
rvites. Fence the sacred musicians were of the order of
priests, and appointed to this service, like the Levites among
the Jews: and the Hgyptian sacred bands were probably
divided, and superintended, in the same manner among that
people.

Herodotus states, indeed, that women were not allowed in

Egypt to become priestesses of any god or goddess, the office
being exclusively reserved for men ;* hut though it is true
that the higher functions of the priesthood belonged to the
latter, as fav as vegarded the slaying of victims, presenting
offerings, and other duties connected with the sacrifices, yeb it
is equally certain that women were also employed in the
service of the temple, and, according to the historian himself,
were se fully instructed in matters appertaining to religion,
that two, who had been carried away and sold into Libya
and Greece, werc cnabled to institute oracles in those coun-
tries. Although these two accounts by the same hand are con-
tradictory of each other, it is probable that Herodotus merely
refers to the higher offices of the priesthood, without intend-
ing to exclude them altogether from those sacred employ-
ments. \\
However difficult to decide as to thépame, or the precise
rank or office they bove, the sculptures leave1o6 room to doubt
they were admitted to a very important post, which neither
the wives and daughters of priests, nor even of kings,
were ashamed to accept. In the most solemn processions
they advanced towavds the altar with the priests, bearing the
sacred sistrum.

By some, the sisbrum was supposed to have been intended
to frighten away Typhon, or the evil spivit; and Plutarch,
who mentioned this, T adds, that © on the convex surface is a
cab with 2 human visage ; on the lower part, under the moving
chords, the face of Isis, and on the opposite side that of

Nepthys”  The chovds (move properly bars) to which he
alludes, weve generally thiee, vavely four, and each was passed
through threc or four rings of metal, whereby the “rattling
noise made with the moveable hars” was greatly increased.

Sorigs and the clapping of hands were both considered as
connected with sacred music, and they ave frequently alluded
to by ancient authors. The worshippers at the festival of
Bubastis ave said by Herodotus to have celebrated the deity
in this manner, with the music of flutes and cymbals ; and the
Jews followed the same custom, as is evidenced in the first
verse of Psalm xlvil., where the invitation 15, “ O clap your
hands together, all ye people: O sing unto God with the voice
of melody,” a custom which is still retained by the Moslem
inhabitants of modern Egypt. That they also had a sacred
dance in their temples, in honour of the gods, is evident
from the vepresentations of numerous sacred processions,
where individuals are depicted as performing certain gestuves
and dances as they approach the precincts of their holiest
places. _

Such is.a sketch of the musieal knowledge of the Egyp-
tiang ; and although we have been more diffuse than was at
first intended, yet, from the close resemblance between the
rites, customs, and arts of the Egyptians aud Israelites, until
the giving of the law from Mount Sinai to the latter nation,
it was necessary to our purpose previous to approaching the
subject as applied to God’s own chosen people. An.d we also
desived to get vid of all other systems of pagan belief before
entering upon the great vecord of holy writ, so as to he
enabled to follow our theme in its ritual application, both
under the Jewish aud Christian dispensations ; and if we now
appear to retrogade for a time, our readers will, after Imvix}g
been acquainted with all that is to be said on the science in

* Lib, ii, 35.
+ Plutarch De Iside, s, 63,



128

FTREEMASONS MAGAZINE AND MASONIC MIRROR. [Auec. 20, 1859

conneetion with remote faiths and systems, now be led for-
ward by the sure light of the volume of the sacred law.

Want of space must plead our excuse for deferving this part
of our subject to another number.

TIE TWIN BRECII TRERS.*
BY THE M.W. DRO. ROB JORRIS, GRAND MASTER OF KENTUCKE.

Ix one of the popular books of floral illustrations, the beech
tree (Jagus sylvaticus) stands as the emblem of wedded love,
and a tale is introduced to show the propriety of the selection. It
tells of a wife who had been married twenty years, who wrote a
message to her husband, warm from an affectionate heart, and
inscribed it upon a laxge beech tree that stood by his favourite
walk. The denouement is affecting. The smooth bark of the
beech renders it a very tempting tablet to all that class of beings
who yearn to perpetuate their names, if they cannot any thing
clse, by engraving them on natural bridges, pyramids, starved
rocks, albums, and everywhere else. Sober travellers are struck
with evidences of this propensity in passing along public roads
that lead through clumps of beeches. Irequently you may see
every trunk covered for six feet up with initials, full names, and
figures. In the grove where I sit writing this article I have
amused myself by counting how often a certain person, “D. C.
Perry” by name, has inscribed it; and it is a fact almost incredible,
yet true, that I find it upon seventy-four trees. The task must
have occupied his leisure hours for months; but his purpose is
effected; for although the oldest inhabitant cannot tell who “D. C.
Perry” was, every tree has a voice to speak his name for centuries
to come. Sueh is human fame,

It is a singular fact that I have never discovered any evidences
of this propensity among all the Tndian tribes who lately inhabited
this country. There is not a mark upon any of the ancient heeches
but what may be traced to the hand of a white man. These Indians,
degencrate descendants or subduers of a people that built the
mounds, and ron the walls, and dug the trenches of circumvalla-
tion, have died and made no sign. This is the more remarkable, as
the warriors repose, day after day, perfectly idle and listless, while
their squaws’ perform all the labour except that of hunting and
fighting. Now the uninstrueted reader may possibly suggest that
the marks made by these dwellers of the fovest are overgrown by
the bark, and might still be found under it, but such eannot be.
Marks made upon the bark always remain outside of a tree. All
surveyors have abundant oceasions to know this, and when prac-
ticable, they never permit their markers to go through the bark.
In cases where it is removed it will afterwards grow through the
sear, if' not too large, and conceal it ; but even then it is #asy to
discover the place, and now if the new growth of hark be removed
the surveyor’s marks will be found duplicated in relicro upon the
portion removed, and in sunken letters upon the tree. Another
interesting fact here; if a mark be made upon a trec at a certain
height {rom the ground, it will eontinue exactly at that height so
long as the tree Tives, Upon a tree before me are the marks of
six boys made twenty-three years ago, and they stand at the
height indicated hy the accompanying figures. Alas! the six
blooming youths, who jostled and jested with one another while it
was done, are all seattered and slain until hut one survives—the
cldest—a consumptive, hopeless man, coughing his last hours
away in misery ! T

Much ingenuity is often displayed in these heech-tree hiero-
glyphics. Ifere we are startled by an immense serpent, earved
as it winding up the trunk, and so naturally done that you cut
a club, in the true spirit of Eve's descendants, to kill it. The
large spider styled the /farantule is here copied with accuracy
by hunters too illiterate to sign their own names. Let us take a
stroll through this licech grove and make notes. ITere, upon this
monster with a double trunlk, is a full set of Masonic cmblems,
the compass and square, the gauge and gavel, the plamb and level,
even to the full paraphernalia of mystictsm.  Not to be outdone
by this, some fervid mind that has been avoused into action Ly
riding the goat in tyled recesses, lias dyawn here the insignia of
0da Fellowship and arks, bows and arrows, crooks, &e., form
a strange contrast with the ‘solitude of the place.

byhog]boys have heen here, for here iz a monstrous figure
hgvmg In one hand an ominous rescmblance to a eane, and in the
other a hook, while from its hideous mouth emerges a scroll with
this pedagogical wotto, “"Taik kare boys.”  Under it is & name
that helps o solve the mystery, * Mister bluke.” It is clear that
th’e )'out!rlulﬂm‘tlst laboured to perpetnate some of the peculiarities
of the said Blake, for he has most comically bandied his legs, and

# (Written for the reemasons Mugazine.)

stuck a pipe stem in his pocket. Doubtless ¢ Mister blake * will
be remembered long after the little fellows who smarted under
his castigations shall have grown to manhood and forgotten the
whole Injury, or only remembered it to wonder that the blows of
his teacher fell so sparsely on his unworthiness.  Schoolgivls
have been here: these buds and flowers, this well drawn bouguet,
these little fragile hearts, pierced yet united by that delicate shalt
of love, and this motto, penses & moi—uo dull maseunline hand had
wit or patience to execute these. All the ovals on the tombs of
the Pharaohs excite no tender or sentimental thought like that
group embroidered by dots from the scissors points of some fair
hand. The remainder of the group bears the usual variety of
initials in every possible combination, and whatever emblematie
devices the mind has conceived.

All objects that pervade air, or earth, or water, have their
types here; also, inkstands, watches, books, hats, shoes, guns,
bows, mathematical problems, numerals, quills, spectacles; saddle-
bags, ehairs, pitchers, maps, and all things else. And now as we turn
homeward—at the very verge of this cluster by the brook, now so
full, but usually a mere ravine—let us notice this pair of beeches
only a yard apart, so nearly of a size as doubtless to have grown
from the same year’s nuts, and joined together at the top by that
fruitful grapevine. These twin beeches have a history sufficiently
pathetie to make melancholy a summer hour and bedew a fair
cheelk in tears. Will you hear it?

No rude hieroglyphic is here ; no initials have scarred its white
surface, but close by the ground, so closely as to be almost hidden
by the elean, green moss, there is a broken sentence, at first view
quite inexplicable. Tt is thus inscvibed :—

“ Weary waiting- .

sad belating;

These lines mating,
unabating.”

Do not Iet us turn away as if’ in contempt at the jargon, for
upon the twin tree opposite we shall find the corresponding words,
although the storms of” ten seasons have lahoured to obliterate it.

They vead thus :—

¢ do not tarry,
Hither, hither,

———-T will mavyy:

Thine in fondness *

Only ten years have passed since a pair of lovers sat hetween
these twin beeches face to face, and plighted their vows. Their
acquaintance was no affair of yesterday ; for Oliver Saunders and
Ellen Littleton had heen reared from early childhood by the same
kind hands, and it was in the unrestrained intercourse ot childhood
that they had Iearned to consider each as destined for the other.

“Both were orphans, both dependent upon charity, both shy and

unsocial to all the world, save one another. Thus they grew up
together until Oliver arrived at years of manhood, and determined
to take his place among the sons of men. What his plans were
Tie disclosed to no one, not even to the affectionate friend who had
reared him, or the confiding girl whose “smiles had cheered his
daily Jabours and studies for so many years.” Inreply to their
anxious looks, however, he said that his mind was fixed npon
trying his fortune in a distant part of the Union; and then the
two, who of all the world alone felt any interest in his movements,
expressed their acquiescence with his views, and lent their best
aid to facilitate his departure. No formal declaration of love
had ever passed hetween the orphans, but fond eyes had long
ago told the tale, and it needed no other language. But now that
every preparation was made for his departure, upon the very last
day of his stay, as the sun was’ sinking helow the tree tops, the
youthfal pair sat hetween the becches, which are now shedding
their tenth suit of leaves since that hour. The thrilling words as
yet unspoken—those words that linger on the car long after all
other music of life is forgotten—ivere now uttered and answered
in love’s own response.

The Ommiscient above heard the vow which bound them toge-~
ther and for ever in holy troth, and the registry was made in
heaven. Then said Oliver—* I go,2dearest,to win of this world’s
goods a competency for our support, and for the declining-years
of a beloved aunt. It God spare my life I will return upon this
day twelvemonth. 1lere at this hour let us again meet as'now.
Shonld fortunc crown my efforts, I will then claim you in marriage ;
it not, L will depart for further tvial; but punctually upon each
anniversary I will return, no other person recognizing me, and
join you at this trysting place.

I have read in the Greck poets, that when friends parted in
ancient days, expecting to meet again, they conseerated a fessera
sacred to memory, divided it into two parts, and cach carefully
concealed a fragment, wearing it next to the heart,
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“ITere is a medal on which I have sketched some rude lincs,
and thus, dear Lllen, L break it. When this portion which I
have reserved for myself, is presented you by the hands of a
stranger; mourn for me as dead, and helieve that your lover has
gone down to death, Dlessing you to the last.”” And then cach
knelt down and wrote upon the trees the fragmentary lines which
we have already scen.

Daylight bore him from their anxious cyes. Time blunted the
keen impression of their griel; and the affairs of that quict house-
hold resumed their accustomed course.  The neighbours soon
forgot that such a person as Oliver had ever existed, and the most
inveterate gossip ceased, ere long, to inquire concerning hinm.
Occasionally they received a letter, brief, but affectionate, and
always enclosing a remittance for his aunt, and a more lengthy
epistle for Ellen. 3o passed away the first year, and as the anni-
versary drew nigh, a paleness began to be evident upon Ellen’s
check. No letter had come for several weeks, and she feared
some hidden evil. A sleepless night preceded the day, and punec-
tually at the hour she dirccted her feet, trembling and mnsteady,
to the appointed spot. Did her eyes deceive her as she crossed the
little bridge and turned from the path? TWasit her lover rising from
between the twin trees and advancing to meet her? It was—she
could not be mistaken—it was Oliver—but how changed! his eyes
were all bloodshot, his cheeks Dbloated, his nerves guivering—
Cliver had bowed to the idolatry of the bowl and become a
drunkard! Staggering back at the sight, Ellen would have fallen
to the ground had he not sustained her. He led her forward to
her own seat, placed himself opposite, and hiding his face in his
hands, burst into tears. Then, after a long silence, for all voice
was denied her, he told his tale of sadness, the same that is found
on every page of human history. ITe had gone out with a heart
strong in sell’ confidence, yet ignorant of the world’s ways. Ie
had put his trust in men, and men had again and again deceived
him.  Then he had despaired, and instead of returning to find
sympathy in the faithful hearts left hehind, he consigned himself to
forgetfulness, and sought it in dissipation,i n drink, in gaming—in
worse than that. lillen listened for hours to his melancholy story,
and then the lovers parted, she to her maiden pillow, he to the
world, yet both hearing the pledge to meet again on the anni-
versary.

The twelvemonth rolled slowly by, for his letters were few
and coutained no cheer. Iler aged companion sickened and
dicd, the little property was claimed by nearer relatives, and Ellen
left the neighbourhood to take charge of a small country school.
Ier step was no longer buoyant, nor her voice the voice of
carly days. DBut where was he, to whom Ellen’s misfortunes
were to he ‘attributed? Alas! where was he not? Amidst all
things cvil, breaking jail after jail to engage in further enormities,
at times the victim of the drunkard’s madness—once an inmate of
the asylum for the insane—never in any scenes of good—Oliver
was hurrying down the hill of life with fearful vapidity. Yet the
second meeting came round and he was there, there to renew his
first vows, to promise amendment, to press to his purple lips the
tessera which had never left his breast, to call on God to witness
his honesty of purpose. And the third mecting was full of hope
to both ; for there was a spring in his step and a light in his cye
that spoke of reformation commenced, and the good angels
whispered comfort to their hearts as they arose at midnight to say
farewell.  Onee more now, dear reader, listen to his words—
“ Bride of my heart, all this T owe to you. Your love was the
only fixed point in the shifting seenes of my evil career, and but
for that I had long since found a hopeless arave ; and now the
promise of the future is yours. Thave hecome changed, I am
now experienced in the things of life, and shall he ahle in another
year to accomplish the object with which T first set out. Prepare
yourself then, dear Iillen, to become my wife when next we
meet; God’s hand will lead us out and bring us in, in safety.
Farewell.” And so they parted again, Ellen to her school, by
this time a school of character and profit, Oliver to fill .o respon-
sible office offered him by a kind friend who had witiessed his
capacity and trusted in his promises of amendment. Another
year passed, not on tedious pinions; and except that Oliver did
not write so frequently as her loving heart demanded, there was
not a cloud in her vision. Fondly and stealthily she prepared
her wedding dress, gave notice to ler attached patrons that her
school would terminate at a certain period to be resumed no
more, aud as the fourth amniversary came round, you would have
thought, to look upon her, that there was no happter heart in the
creation of (iod. Crucl fate to confiding love! Oliver was
there, but intoxicated ; and his swollen features and cmaciatea
appearance indicated a total relapsc into dissipation.

OL, that she had died at the first glance!  Oh, that she had no

more sat opposite to him between those fair trees, or eonsented to
hear his words! They parted; there was no more light in the
sun for Ellen. She drooped visibly day by day; a broken heart,
a thing rarely scen, yet in hier case all too real, inclined her soul
to God, and in faith she waited her summons to depart. She
received no message from him whom she could not loathe, and
daily prayed to forgive. As the well remembered hour again
came round, she heeame impressed with an irresistible long-
ing to visit the twin heeches once more. It could do her
no harm.  Surely he would not be theve; he wonld not pre-
sume to deseerate that holy spot again. Tortifying hersell
with these thoughfs she took the path to the glade, crossed
the little bridge, and turned her eyes towards the trysting place.
She had guessed rightly; the place was solitary—but lo! sus-
pended by a ribbon over his own seat there hung the fessera—the
broken medal—the pledge of love; and with it there was a letter,
which once again brought peace to her troubled heart. *“ When
once more you visit our trysting place, dear Ellen, I shall have
gone before you to the world of shadows; but not in a hopeless
departure. Tor near this close of life I have found One who was
always waiting to be gracious, and his staff’ supports me now even
in the valley of the shadow of death. Farewell, deavest, but come
to me soon.” T have seen you more than once through the past year,
although unseen by you, and I know that our parting is not for
long. The christian brother who supports my dying head has
learned all our sad history, and has promised to perforin this last
kind act, which will notify you of my fate. I feel that you have
forgiven me, for God has accepted my repentance, and his acts
may well be sealed by one so puve as you, Favewell, heloved—uwe
meet again.” ST )
“ Now there is a grave ncar the Spring Creek chureh, and its
stone is inscribed with the name of Ellen Littleton, with this
passage Delow—¢ Thongh T walk throungh the valley of the
shadow of death I will fear no evil.”

Hoetry,

WINTER SCENES,
BY §. II. BRADBURY.

Tmr leaves have fallen from the trees,

The alder trembles at the door;
Anddike the surge of angry seas,

The mad storm moans across the wioor !
The {rosts are pencilling the panes

With many o quaint and rave device ;
About the leafiess village lancs

Are seen unbroken spots of ice.

The vime upon the hedgerow scems
More purcly white than ennine robe,
The solemn sun but weakly heams—
Hangs in the sky like blood-red globe.
The poor birds fit from spray to spray,
A dense mist hangs upon the wold,
And in the day-light waxes grey,
Like smolke from heavy orvdnance rolled !

Deep silence reigns in every vale,
No streamlet tinkles as it flows,
Save when struck by the northern gale,
That harps in thunder as it blows !
The ivy round the cottage door
T.ooks perished in the dim cold light ;
And round our homes the mad winds roar,
And strike with all their groaning might !

The holly’s muftled with the snow,
Thro’ which the rubicd berries peep
Like drops of coral, while below
The river's bound in icy sleep !

We list the novth, with thunder-tone,
Rock giant trees from root to crown,
While massive clonds look sad and lone,
And with a sullen grandeur frown!

The snow-flakes fall in reeling showers,
T many wild and grotesque forms ;
And soon the hills appear like towers—
The bulwarks of the rolling storinz !
And day, storm-vanquished, coldly dies,
i'hen night in savage glory reigns ;
With snow:bound earth and unstan’d skics
Amid the howl of hurricanes,
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OUR ARCHITECTURAL CHAPTER.

WoorwicH is soon to be numbered amongst the towns |
O ¢

which lave the advantage of a Masonic hall, some brethren |
connected with the Florence Nightingale Lodge having ar-
ranged for the rental of a building in a very eligible situation,
and which has hitherto been used as a chapel. We ave
assured that very little alteration will be required to adapt
it to the purposes for which it is intended, and for which it
will be shovtly opened. At present, we believe the only
Ifasonic bodies that have arranged to meet in it are the
Florence Nightingale Lodge ; the Florvence Nightingale Lodge |
of Mark Masters (8.C.); the Kemeys Tynte Encampment
of Kuights Templar ; and the Invicta Rose Croiz Chapter. !
“The “strike” and “ lock-out” which still continues must, if
not shortly brought to a termination, have a serious effect
upon the profession of the avchitect, many works which were
in contemplation having been laid aside to await the contest,
some of them purhaps never to berevived. The architectural
event of the week may be considered the laying the founda-
tion stone of HIr. Spurgeon’s new tabernacle on the site
formerly occupied by the Fishmongers' Almshouses, opposite
the Elephant and Castle, at the corner of the Bt. George’s and
Kennington roads. - The building is to be Corinthian in its
character, and .will be built under the direction of MMr.
Pocock, whose design has ‘meib with geuneral approbation.
The interjor of the tabernacle will be one hundred and forty-
five feet iong by eighty-one feet wide, and from the floor to
the ceiling will measure sixty-two fees. The total avea will,
therefore, be 11,745 square feet, and the cubic measurement
of the apartment 728,190 cubic'feet. Allowing two sguare
feot to each individual, the floor of the building would afford
standing room to upwards of 5,800 persons; the architect’s
calenlation, however is, that the body of the chapel and the
two galleries which ave to run round it will afford full ac-
- are g 3 - -
commodation, {ree of crushing, to 6,500 people. As in all
buildings in which large crowds are to assemble it is desir-
anle that the means of egress should he ample, the tabernacle
15 to have nine doors, each six feet wide, communicating with
the galleries by eight staireases, four to each gallevy, so that
the building may, cven on the most crowdéd oceasions, be |
emptied in something like ten minutes’ time, should ocea-
sion require it. The most noticeable feature of the day was
the handing in by Mr. Inskip a cheque for £3,000 from. gn ;
invalid gentleman at Bristol, who offers a further sum of
£2,000 in the event of twenty gentlemen subseribing £100
each, or forty £30 cach within the next three months, towards |
the funds vequired for the completion of the building.
A new building of considerable pretensions is now in |
the course of evection in Seething-lane, from the designs of
Mr. Ed. TAnson. The building which is being erected for
the Corn Exchange Chambers Association, has a frontage of
cighty-eight feet, a depth of sixty-five feet, and its height
from the curb level to the eaves of the voof is sixty-eight feet.
The front, to the sills of the first floor windows, a height
of twonty-six feet, is constructed entively of Portland stone ;
and above the walls are faced with red bricks from Rochester. |
The whole of the dressings round the windows, striug courses, |
and upper cornice, are to he of Portland stone. The prevail- '[
I
i
!
|

i
i
i
i

|
|
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|
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ing style of the huilding is that of the Fronch Renaissance.
The ground floor portion of the facade is vomposed of a series
of six semicivcular headed windows, and a eorvesponding
doorway, which Jatter will be a highly claborate production,
to be of ornameuntal ivonwork. 'The windows ave seventeen
feet six inches high in the clear, and eight fect wide, having
circles and spandrels at their heads. One of the prineipal
teatures of the interior will be a large and handsome sab-
seription voom, fifty-five feet by forty teet, and seventeen fect
eight inches high, adjoining to which there will be a vefresh-
ment room forty-three fect long by seventeen feet wide. The
larger portion of the basement is planned for bonded vaults,
and another part of it contuins a large kitchen thivty-five

! lined from floor to ceiling.

feet hy twenty-nine feet, scullery, beer cellars, and other
3 A > ¥ 5

convenicnces. The building, when completed, will compre-

i hend six stories of the following heights in the clear, viz., the

basement, ten feet; ground floor, seventeen feet cight inches ;
the first floor, twelve feet ; the second floor, cleven feet ; the

i thind foor, nine feet six iuches ; and the attie, eight feot

six inches.  The interior of the building is to be fitted up
in a very superior manner, the whole of the joinery being
intended to be executed either in wainscot or mahogany, with
the former of which the walls of most of the rooms will be
The builder’s contract is stated
to amount to nearly £30,000.

A mnew workhouse at INorwich, which has been cighteen
months in hand, has just been completed with the exception
of the fittings, which it is caleulated will- occupy another
month. The building, which has cost about £21,000, is one
ot the most perfect of its kind, and with the grounds attached
occupies an arvea of mncarly ten acres, or 47,674 squarc
yards. The building proper, exclusive of any enclosed yards,
but including workshops, covers (4,000 square fect. The
style adopted in the edifice is that known as the Old English,
with the usual amount of Gothic element in the compo-
sition.  Externally the walls ave faced with ved bricks
having white brick dvessings. Internally the walls ave brick
and lime whitened, with the exception of those of the officers’
rooms, which are plasteved. The length of the front cleva-
tion of the building is four hundred feot, and that of the
eutrance front is two hundred and fifty-one feet. The front
of the infirmary portion, measures one hundred and twenty
feet, and that of the lunatic wards, one hundred and five
feet. The depth of the main building, including the chapel,
is two hundred and thirty foet. The fronb portion is thirty
feeb, the infirmary one hundred and ten feet, and the
lunatic wards, including a corridor one hundred and seventy
three feet in length, connecting them with the principal
building, is two hundred and sixty-eight feet. - The height
of the clevations to the eaves guiters is thivty-four feet. In
lheight, the structure is avranged in three stories, the two

ower oies being eleven feet each, and the upper one fourteen
feet from the floor to the collar beam of the roof. The edi-
fice which has been erected from the designs of Medlard and
Maberly is ealeulated to hold one thousand inmates, and it
is in contemplation to erect schools for the accommodation of

three hundred children.

A tender has been aceepbed from Messes. Piper and Son,
for the ercction of the new vestry hall of St. Luke, Chelses,
for £5,630, and £630 additional, for the use of Portland
instead of Bathstone. The tendersvanged from £10,9451s. 5.,
nearly £3,000 above the second tender, to £5,630, that ac-
cepted, and which was £8 13s. 4d. below that of the previous
tender,  We eannot but regard these odd shillings and pence
in tenders of such large amounts as from £5,000 to £10,000,
as affectations of aceuracy, unwarthy any firm of eminence.

Several Archweological Socicties have been holding meetings
of late, at which various papers of intevest have been vead,
some of which are referred to under another head.

AND QURERIES,
JONES.

A Correspondent asks who was Steplien Jones, the author or
compiler of' a volume of “ Masonic Miscellanies ¥

MASONTC NOTES

STELHEN

POET MASONS.

Was cither Coleridge, Byron, or Moore, a Mason 2—J. Q. &,

TIL SWAN LODGE.

This Lodge was constituted in the year 1724, by Martin Folkes,
Lsq., Deputy Grand Master to Iis (irace the Duke of Richmond :
and alterwards had the honour of a4 vizit from the Richt Hon. the
Lord Coleraine, whilst he was Grand Master, who Tleclal'ed his

approbation and signified his desire of becoming a member thereof,
i @5 may he seen now at large in the first, sedernnt boolk.
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Several remarkable distinetions have been paid to this Lodge
by many honourable and right worshipful brethren who bave
visited it very frequently.  Many, also, have been initiated in the
solen mysteries and antient science of Masonry ; but as an ex-
traordinary instance of the great regavd shown to this Lodge, the
Right Tion. the Lord Lovel, Iarl of Leicester, when he was Grand
Master, summoned the Master and brethren to hold a Lodgce at
ioughton Ifall. There were present, the Grand Master, his
roval highness the Duke of Lovrain, and many other noble
brethren; and when all was put into due form, the Grand Master
presented his grace the Duke of Newecastle, the right hon. the
Farl of Essex, Major General Churchill. and his own chaplain,
who were unanimously accepted of and made Masons by the
Right Worshipful Thomas Jehnson, then Master of this Lodge.
These particulars ave extracted from the Frecmasons’ Aagazine,
Vol. 7, published by G. Cawthorn, Strand, 1706.—~D. IHarr,
Prov. 0L, Trinidad.

TEMELAR MASONKY.

Would your correspondent, signing * Alex. Ridgway, of Blaclk-

anton, near Totnes,” (vol. v., p. 464), favour us with his know-

ledge of the history of Templar Masonry, to which he refers

when expressing his regret at the many fables with whiclh Templar
and Cratt history are disigured 2—Trarrax.

MALYWARK FOLIX,

The Rev. John Ashe, in his Masonic Afenual, mentions *“a set
of men called ‘halywark folk,” to whom were assigned certain
Iands, which they held by the service of repairing, defending, or
building churches and sepulchres. * * * These men were stone-
entters and builders, and might also be of our profession. The
county of Durham entertained a particular set of these halywark
folk, who were guards of the patrimeny and holy scpulchre of 8.
Cuthbert.” Ts any more known of these people? And from what
worl is the above likely to have been taken >~—APPRENTICR.

ANTIQUITIES OF YORK.

Sceing you admit extracts {rom standard works, as being con-
formable to your plan of ““Masonic Notes and Querics,” I thonght
the accompanying extract might interest your readers in gencral,
and our York brethren in particular, and as the work from which
it is taken, Hargrove's “* History of York,” 2 vols. Svo. York,
1818, is both valuable and very scarce, its veproduction in your
pages may be none the less esteemed. The seal alluded to T have
traced for you, and I presume sufficiently intelligibly, that your
draughtsman will find no difficulty in copying it if you think it
worth while to engrave it. In vol. ii. of the work alluded to,
Pp- 475 et seq., our histovian in deseribing the various wards of the
city, arrives at Bootham-ward, and in the place referred to states
as follows : —

“ The Masonic Cuffee-house.—This tavern was originally the
Roman Catholic chapel ; but heing disused as such after the erec-
tion of the new building, it was purchased by the members of the
York Union Lodge of Freemasons, in February, 1806, in sixteen
shares of £25 each, and subject to a mortgage of 200 guineas
the alterations and repairs at that time having ineurred an addi-
tional expense of £200.”

“This leads ns to a hrief notice of the history of the several

Lodges_of Treemasons that have existed in York. Tn searching
the archives of Masonry, we find the first Lodge was institnted
n this city at a very early period ; indeed, even prior to any other
recorded in England. It was termed the most Antient Grand
l:odg:e of all England; and was iustituted at York, hy King
Edwin, 926, as appears by the following eurious extract from the
weient records of the fraternity :—“When the antient mysteric
of Masonric had heen depressed in England, by reason of great
warrs, through diverse nations, then Athelston, our worthye king,
did bring the land to rest and peace. And though the ancient
vecords of the brotherhood were manye of them destroyed oy lost,
-yet did the Craft a great protector find in the royal Idwin, who
heing teached Masonrie, and taking wpon him the charges of a
Maister, was fnll of practice, and for the love he barc it caused a
charter to be issued, with a commission to hould every yeare an
assembly where he would, within the realme of Bngland, and to
eorreet within themselves statutes and trespasses done within the
Craftes. And he held an assembly at York, and made Masons, and
gave them their charges, and taught them the manners of Masons,
and commanded that rule to be holden ever alter ; and gave them
the charter and commission to meet annually in communicaytion
?:10110 i and made ordinances that it should be ruled from kings to
Shgs

« And when this assembly was gathered together, they made a
cry that all HMasons, both old and younge, that had any writeing
or understanding of' the charges that were before in this land, or
in any other land, that they should bring them forth ; and when
they were sceured and examined, there was found some in Irench,
some in Greek, some in Inglishe, and some in other languages :
and he commanded a Dooke thereof to be made, and to give his
charge ; and {rom that time to this Masons have kept and observed
that form, &e.” T,

“The Grand Lodge of all Fngland, thus instituted at York,
acknowledged no superior, said bomage to none, existed in its
own right, and granted constitutions, certifieates, &e.  The Grand
Lodge of England, held at the Queen Iead Tavern, Iolborn, in
London, had its constitution granted by this Lodge in 1799, being
only for that part of Xnglard which lies south of Trent. This

1,

Todge also granted constitutions to the Lodges held at Ripon,
Obverze.

Knaresborough,lioving-
Lam, Rotheram, &e. The
seal of this Lodge, affized
to its constitutions and
certificates, was as here
represented.

There is a tradition,
that in the vault or crypt
under the choir of the
cathedral, king Kdwin
held his infant Lodge;
and some dasonic breth-
ren conceive there are
certain  appearances  in
the eclumns which sup-
port it, that justifv the
romour,  De this as it
may, net many years ago
several brethren of that
ancient body held aLodge
in the third degree, in
the same place,* in ho-
uour of Idwin, the great.
patron andfounder of the
Masonic Order inYork.

This Lodge, which had
flourished during more
than forty vears in the
cighteenth century, was,
from causes which are
not at present known,
discontinued for a length
of time ; but, on the 17th
of March, 1761, it was
renewed by six surviving
members, viz., Bro. Fran-
cis Drake, F.R.S., author

of  horacum, Grand
Master ; Bro.  George

Reynoldson, D. G. M. ;
Bros. . Coates and
Thomas Mason, G.\Ws. ;
Sros. Christopher Coul-
ton and Martin Croft,

*In the Anacalypsis by the late Clodirey Higging, vol. 1., book x.,
chap. viii, sec. I, p. 768, speaking of the Culdees ab York, as Masons, he
says :—“In consequence of this T went to York and applied to the
only snrvivor of the Lodge, who shewed me, from the documenis which
he possessed, that the Druidical Lodge, or Chapter of Roval Arch Masons,
or Templunr Eneampinent, all of which it ealls itself, was held for the
Inst time in the crypt, on Sunday, May 27th, 1778, At thut time
the Chapter was evidently on the decline, and it is since dead.”

A little further on in the same page, hefore alluded to, Higgins
states :—“The documents from which T have extracted the above infor-
mation respecting the York Masons, were given me by - Blanchard,
Ksq., and transferred by me to the person who now possesses them, and
with whom they ought most properly to be placed, His Royal Highness
the Duke of Sussex. Tt appears, from the documents above named,
that Queen Llizabeth beeame jealous of the York Masons, and sent au
amed foree to York to pub them down.” The above extracts are imi-
portant : by them we are enabled to trace the records alluded to in the
possession of the late Duke of Sussex. But where are they now, and in
whose custody are such precious documents placed?  They ought to be
fac-similed, and the originals deposited n some established place of
seeurity.,  Our corvespondent, “History,” will algo find in this note an
answer to that part of his question which touches on Queen Elizalieth's
interference, * ' T :
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Among the parcluments belonging to the Lodge is a very
ancient DS, on the subjeet of Masonry, which was found at the
demolition of Pontelract Castle in the year 16:49, and was presented
to the Lodge in the year 1758, by dr. Drake, the distimguished
antiquary just mentioned.

“1n 1770, at the feast of’ St. John, Sir Thomas Gascoigne, Bart.,
heing then Grand Master cleet, a procession of more than one
tundeed and twenty brethren went from the Girand Lodge room
in the York Tavern, to t. Johu's ehurch, Micklegate.  And asa
turther proof of the importance of this Lodge, we find it recorded
that on the 2Lth of June, 1753, the Grand Master, with all the
ofticers, attended in the great voom of the Mansion-house, where ¢
Lodge in the third degree vas opened, and Bro. Wm. Siddall, Esq.,
at that time the Right Ioit. the Loxd Mayor, and Grand Master :
cleet, was installed, according to ancient usage and custom, the
Most Worshipful Grand Master Mason of all England; and was
thus saluted, homaged, and acknowledged.”

¢ About the year 1787 the mectings of this Lodge were discon-
tinued, and the only member now remaining is My, Blanchard,
proprietor of the York Chronicle, to whem the writer is indebted
tor information on the subject. IIc was a member mauny years,
and Dbeing Grand Secretary, all the books and papers which
belonged to the Lodge are still in his possession.” '

“Such was the original Masonic Ledge in York, from which
several less important ones hawve, at different times, emanated.
"F'here have also been established in York, the Apoilo Lodge, the
Rockingham Lodge, the Provincial Grand Lodge, and the Union
Lodge. Of these, the Apollo Lodge has been removed from York ;
the Bockingbam Lodge held its mectings at the George Inn, Coney-
street, but 1t no longer exists as a body, though the room in which
the members assembled is still called the Rockingham ; the Iro-
vineial Grand Lodge yet holds its annual meetings in the room in
Little Blake-street; and the Union Lodge, the one whose mem-
bers purchased the Lodge room already mentioned, and now the
most important one in York, consisting of more than one hundred
brethren, holds its annual mecetings at the Masonic Coffec-house,
assembles at the Golden Lion in Thursday Market, aliasSanipson’s-
square, on the first and third Mondays in each month, and holds
Lodges of Instruction every Wednesday at the same place.”

“On all oceasions of extraordinary public joy or calamity in the
city, the Masonic hrethren are prominent in their processions, &e.,
which so far constitutes them a public body as to claim some
notice in the annals of the city in which they reside.~)I.C.

TIE KILWINNING LODGE AND ST. JOUN'S LODGE OF GLASGOW.

In your Mugazine, as in most other Masonic publications, it is
stated (vol. vi., p. 355-0) that “some travelling Masgons went to
Scotland and established themselves at Kilwinning in the year
1140, where they erected a stately abbey, and here was the germ
ol Scottish I'reemasonry, which has regularly descended through
the Grand Lodge to this time.” And again, ** The Scotch Masons
claim their origin as a body from the time of building the Abbey of'

Kilwinning, about 1150.” T also read in your Mugazine (vol. vi., -

p. Si), that the St. John's Lodge of Glasgow, the most ancient
one in the city, holds a charter from Maleolm T11., King of Scot-
land, dated 1075, whercin it is stafed that “none in my dominions
shall ercet a Lodge until they make applieation to the St John's
Lodge of Glasgow.”  In 1181, also, it 1= affirmed, this Lodge ve-
ceived a charter of confirmation in its favonr. ‘

Perhaps some of your correspondents can reply to my question,
—Which of these two Lodges should be placed first in authen-
ticity. If the St. John's Lodge is to be believed on the faith of
its charter, how came the Kilwinning Lodge to be established so
close to it—of course without any authority from Clasgow, or elsc,
in Tater years, it would not have so quietly assumed the first place?
Or is the charter of Malcolm 11, to he considered a forgery?
which so many of the mediteval documents are found to he.—O\®
PErpLEXED,

AMASONIG ANTIQUITIES,

Among the * Correspondence™ of (vol vi., p. 791) the Free-
masons' Mayazine, R 15 X7 refers to an aneient MS. in his
possession, which states that Masonic institutions were proseribed
by the British parliament in 1625, This of cowrse velates to the
celebrated statute, 3 Hen, VI., which has formed the groundwork
of so much controversy.

As to anather proserviption fn 1561, temp. Q. Bliz., T have been
wnable to find any reference to the proceeding in any hook, save
the usnal Masonle histories. I throw out a hint—WWould a'search '
at the State Paper Office clucidate the point ?

[ should also he glad to know of an authority for the statcine'lit':k

RS
B

tha!; n 1827 all the peers of parliament were Drethren of our
auncient Order "—1listony.—[Sece a preceding note.] - "

Frteruature,

NOTES ON LITERATURIY, SCIENCE, AND ART.

ILav the Tamented Bayle St. John lived, his next work would
have been a biography of' Rabelais, which, we believe, will he
completed and edited by his younger brother, Mr. Tlorace St.
+ohu,  We hear that the Iabours of the anthor have heen with a
view to show that the world-famed IJnumourist has Leen misrepre-
sented to linglish readers by his translators, espeeially by the
witty and learned Urquhart.

A letter from Paris says :—¢Guizot has just arrived from Val
Richer, in order to finish the third volume of his memoirs; and
it is so near the 24th, the day fixed for the great Oxleanist meet-
ing, that it is not astonishing to learn that Thiers should have
just come back to his hotel likewise, in order to finish his velume,
too.”

In connexion with the inauguration of the Chambers’s Institu-
tion at Pecbles, a dinner teck place on Tuesday night, in the new
hall of the Institute, at which Mr. William Chambers presented
the deed of gift to the Provost, Magistrates, and Town Couneil of
the borough. In the speech of the evening he said:—* I never
was, and never will pretend to say that 1 am the originator of
cheap literature. All I presume to claim is, that about 1832,
there was an extraordinary aptitude for the purchase and reading
of cheap literature. Most of it was very poor, and not of a
quality which ought to have heen addressed to intelligent readers.
I endeavonred to turn the tide of popular taste, and getfor it that
material for which there was a eraving ; and in that attempt T was
successful, Chambers's Journal, which was originated in the month
of February, 1832, about six weeks in advance of the Penny
Magazine, was received with a degree of acceptation which
astonished me and my friends.  Assisted by my brother, I
entered on the carcer. With his graphic and clegant papers, that
publication hecame soon more successful than I had ever any
reason to expect. It went ou, and goes on now, with a degree of’
popularity which has astonished and surprised all who are con-
neeted with it.  Tlaving gained the public car in 1852, it has not
lost it in 1859.”

The adjudicators of the prizes for the best essays * On the
Canses of the Decline in the Society of Friends™ have been pre-
vented from arriving at an carlier decision by unforeseen hind-
rances, and by the large number and extent of the essays sub-
mitted to them, and by their exceeding desire to deal justly. Tt
has, after careful consideration, been determined that an essay,
bearing a motto from the cpistle of the York Quarterly Meeting
of the year 1855, should receive the first prize; and one, bearing
the motto verbum, rita, lur, the second prize.  The author of the
first cssay is Mr. J. S. Rountree, of York; of the sccond, Mr.
Thomas 1Tancock, of Nottingham.

A reproduction of the ** Biblia Pauperum,” from the copy in the
Dritish Muscwm Library, is announced by My. J. Russell Smith.
Tt will consist of forty engravings, printed in one volume, uniform
with Mr. T.. T.eigh Sotheby's ¢ Principia Typographica.”

Ar. Iotten, the bookscller, has recently published a * Dic-
tionary of Slang,” and so rapidly has it gone off that he is about
to bring out a second edition. With respect to a statement that
e had received offers of assistance from Lord Strangford, Mr.
Monekton Milnes, and others, he writes to the Critic: *“I am re-
luetantly compelled to give a partial contradiction. T am, it is
true, preparing a second edition of my work, but I have not the
honour of an acquaintance with'the gentlemen you mention asin-
terested in the rveissue, and T have certainly never received ofters
of assistance from them.”

The Xxhibition of the Royal Academy has produced this year
CS100.  Tast year, owing to the attractions of Mr. Frith’s ¢ Derby
Day,” the receipts ran to several hundred pounds more. Four-
teen hundred works of Art combined to draw this sum from the
pockets of the shilling public, of which one hundred and fifty
works were supplied by the Academicians.  These Academiciuns
(says the Athencemn) take the whole of the proceeds, and the rest
of the artists have the comfort of making the show. It is the old
story in the comedy: the churehwardens eat the venison, and
treat the cougregntiou to aring of bells.

The Arch:eological Institute, whose meetings we have had small

-oceasion lately to yeport, simply because there has been 10

tangible husiness done at them, has just concluded its annual fes-
tivities—this year at Carlisle. “I'he customary papers were read,
though many of these were not of the customary importance.
Lxcursions were made to Corhy Castle and Brougham ITall.

At the meceting of the Kent Axchwxological Society at Rochester:
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there was exhibited a Iarger mumber of purcly local antiquities
than is usually brought together on such oceasions. Those illus-
trative of the Roman and Saxon cpochs were particularly remark-
able.  Some forty or fifty examples of various types of the Roman
fictile vesscls, found upon the site of' the ancient potterics on the
hanks of’ the Medway, were exhibited by the Rev. E. Woodruil,
The chicl objeets found i the Roman villa at Harvtlip were
arranged by Mr. Pretty, and collections of Roman remains from
Ightham, Plaxtol, and the neighbourhood, were contributed by
Major Luaard and Mr. Biggs. A selection {rom the contents of an
extensive Roman cemetery at Strood was exhibited by M.
TTumphrey Wickham. There were exhibitions of Saxon remains,
which were of interest; such were the earthen vessels from
ITarrietsham, and the silver enamelled hair pin and ornaments
from Chatham. The antiquities were exhibited in the deanery,
where on Wednesday evening a large company assembled. Mr.
Roche Smith for upwards of two hours gave an extempore ex-
planation of the Roman and Saxon antiquities with reference to
the aims and objects of true archwxeology. The papers were all of
local interest, and were read by the Rev. B. Trollope, the Rev.
T. Hugo, Major Luard, Mr. Corner, and the Rev. L. BB. Larking.
_ The ammual general meeting of the Sussex Archwmological
Society was held last week at Bosham and Chiehester. After
visiting Bosham Church, where a paper was read by the vicar,
the Rev. II. Mitchell, on the relies” of the chureh, the Roman
villa, the archaologists returned to Chichester and visited the
cathedral, inspeeting the close, cloisters, vicar’s hall, bishop’s
chapel, palace, market cross, and other antiquitics of the place ;
after which they dined in a marquee crected in the beautiful
grounds of the bishop’s palace. The Dean of Chichester presided,
and the Bishop of Oxford made an cloquent and humorous speech
upon the occasion.

_ We have before us some speeimens of photographic reproduc-
tions of maps, executed by Mr. George Downs.  These show yet
another application of this most wonderful and beautiful art. The
sheets reproduce for us an Austrian official survey of Lombardy,
enlarged or diminished to any sizc at the will of the operator ; yet
with a perfect fidelity of lines, names, surfaces, mountain shades,
and the like.” We have never seen a more beautiful majp.

The National Botanical Gardens at Iew, containing the great
palm-house, the old and new museums, the tropical aquarium, &c.,
and the royal palace pleasure grounds, flower gardens, and new
arboretum, having been greatly improved and adorned, are now
open every week-day from one o'clock till dusk; on Sundays,
from two o'clock till six. I'ree admission to the whole. In the
old tropical aquarium, or hothouse No. 6, there is a fine specimen
of the lace or lattice-leaf plant of Madagasear. Tt is said that it
has been copied by the artificial flovists of London for ornamental
purposes.

REVIEWS OF NEW BOOKS.

The Jews in the ast. By the Rev. P. Brarox, M.A., Chaplain
to the Forces. [I'rom the German of Dr. Frankl].  London:
Uurst and Blackett (successors to Colburn), Cireat Marlborough
Street.

As FREEMASONS we admit into brotherhood and fellowship indi-
viduals of every nationality, people, and tribe, without reference
to their religions faith; and as long as they acknowledge the exist-
ence and power of a Supreme Bemg we do not inquire into their
mode of worship, for we tolerate all religions and sects, and the
uestion of each being right or wrong is no business of onrs—if
they helieve in God we are content.  But yet the Jews are to us
Masonically speaking, a people of the gréatest interest and im-
Portance, as every brother must know for himself, and every
companion bear witness to. They were the chosen people of God,
and yet await the time when he, in his infinite wisdom, shall
again assemble them and make them his chosen, according to his
Promise, when they shall he again collected into a nation, and no
longer be a dispersed and distinct race, mixing with the whole
human family, yet never absorbed by it, but remaining a separate
beople in faith, language, mauners, laws, and even personal
Appearance.

. The title of Z'he Jews in the Fast is partly a misnomer. The
Ist volume has little or nothing to do with them, and the name
Of the Rev. 1. Beaton published in large type, with that of Dr,
1'1':111].{1 bracketed in small type, is an entire reversal of the or
;)f f'.l)un'gs, Mr. Beaton tak‘ing the post‘of honour, while he is
nere translator, and Dr. Frankl, who is the real author, mo
.)lrmgm_g; up tl}e vear. The work itsclf is one of the nunflr
class of touxs in, the East, so plentiful nowadays, True it

i) 55{27_%

Dr. Frankl went on a speeial mission to Jerusalem, and wherever
hie stopped appears to have made himself thoroughly acquainted
with the actual condition of the Jews in those places; he has
certainly told us more about them than any previous traveller has
done of late years.

As we before intimated, the first volume tells us but little of
The Jews in the East, but deals chiefly in elassical allusions, and as
Dr. ¥Fraukl, who appears to be a German Jew, as well as a phy-
sician, a poet, and an cditor of a not unknown edition of Hippo-
erates, it is searcely to be wondered at. e opens with a deseription
of a visit to Athens and the preliminary voyage down the Adriatic,
and the account he gives us is full of his terrors, emotions, and
sensations, which werc caused by a navigation of the Tonian sea
about the time of the vernal equinox, and are, no doubt, faithful
pictures of the horrors of a sea voyage to a German landsman and
poet to hoot. '

We pass over the various places he saw with adrmairation and
excitement, as they will readily suggest themselves to the memory
of the classical geographer, and incidentally mention that he
seems not to have recognized the scene of a poem of his own on
the battle of Lepanto, although he more than once complacently
alludes to that performance. But with his experience of the first
roll of the vessel in a gale of wind, and its magical effect on the

-breakfast table, he tells us how horribly scasick he was, and

what fearful despair and fright his situation engendered. Yet
wnder these perils mind for a time jovercame matter, and he
strugaled to behold the majesty of the'great deep in its fury, the
poetical overcoming the landsman’s feelings. Still it was but for a
short time that his héroism lasted, for he'erawled to the scuttle of
his cabin and opened it to look upon the waves, ““like stous
gigantic women, wearing powerful crowns of silvery foam, and
daneing wild dances to the mad music which thundered down from
the clouds;” and like most other * stout gigantic women,” in their
“wild dances,” they did not like being watched so closely, and
so unceremonionsly dashed through the scuttle, drenched him
and his bed, and he became so utterly helpless and hopeless, that
not even an attempt of the ““friendly doctor” to * divert his
attention” to the classic shores around counld rouse him from his
abject state of misery.

Safely landed at Athens, he expresses himself amply compen-
sated for having ¢ crossed the stormy ocean,” for there he scems
to have been perfectly bewildered with enthusiasm.  Ioven the
chipping of the stones by the Athenian stonemasons recalled to
his recollection and niade him think of the passages he had read
concerning ¢ the clink of Amphion’s Iyre which built the walls of
Thebes.” Tere he falls in with an Athenian seulptor, M. Pittakis,
‘¢ a thin, little, clderly man, with fiery eyes, rather poorly dressed
in the French style, working in a small room in Hermes-street,
among hundreds of fragments of marble, and thus pathetically
describes the end of his visit :—

“ I asked M: Pittakis for a sinall picee of marble to carry home with
me as a sign that I had been in the Holy Land, to which he said I was
a pilgrim,  Fle looked on the ground and handed me a small picce
which had formed part of a gutter, and bore ab least some traces of the
chisel. After I had received it with thanks, he took it back again, and
looking at it with a sorrowful air, said :—

“¢ Goy thou hast witnessed the lapse of thousands of years. It may
be that the hand of Pericles touched thee, that his eye gazed upon thee;
thou hast swrvived the destruction of hiygone ages, and now thou art
about to go forth to the land of the barbarians, Do not take this im-
pression amiss, siv; you know that every country but Greece was con-
sidered barbarous.

“When I saw how painfal it was for him to part with it, I did not
wish to take the stone, but he said—¢I have mastered my feelings—
take it, take it ”

Passing over the author’s various disquisitions respecting the
modern Greek poets and professors, the affability of the king, and
the horsemanship of the queen of Grecee, the Sultan’s new palace
at Constantinople, Omer Pacha, and the Emir Beschir, we come
to the real subject matter of the work, Z'he Jews in the Fust.

The condition of this once favoured people is, according to Dr.
TFrankl, one of the most melancholy and ‘sad spectacles that can
meet the eye. ITe describes them, not as a lofty high souled race,
bearing their misfortunes with dignity, hut as the lowest, ignorant,
and most abject people of the east. ~They exist in self governed
communities, adliering to the old theocracy, organized and ruled
the rabbinical class whom he calls o priesthood ; but surely this
a mistake, seeing that the daily sacrifice cannot be restored
till "Shideh come. These Rabbis have the power of taxation,

political, social, and charitable purposes, as well as
origniaal_jurisdiction, including the administration of punishment

abid Jg,y,,i;}lpr'iébnment.; and, if we read Dr, Frankl aright, this also in-



134

FREEMASONS MAGAZINE AND MASONIC MIRROR.

[Ave. 20, 1859

cludes capital punishment, but this, we presume,” must be an
ervor, for have not the Jews themselves, at various times, repudi-
ated the power of condemning criminals ?

They also profess, and really make noble cfforts, to relieve the
poor, but all their attempts are nentralized by a had and vicious
system of administration. Our traveller expresses his complete
horror at the condition of the Jewish hospital at Smyrna, and tells
us that when the Sultan granted them a site at Clonstantinople, o
which to erect an hospital, they commnienced the building, but have
left it unfinished to this hour. Their schools, he tells us, are
of the very worst deseription';” education is looked uwpon with a
distrustful cye, and any interference on its behalf hy the

western brethren is jealously resented as coming from a souree :

suspiciously liberal. Rarly marriages seem to be the curse of the
dewish-race in the cast, inducing premature decay, and the
dependence of a family on parents who are themselves little else
but children. This is sought to be palliated on the ground of
preventing worse consequences, but it weakens the community so
much that in some places they seem to be gradually dying out
under its effects. To the surprise and indignation of the western
and more civilized Jew, polygamy, to the extent of a second wife,
iz not uncommon where the first wife has no children, or the
children are all females. They arc also a very superstitious race,
and Dr. Frankl is a minute recorder and indefatigable collector of
strange stories of their belief in the supernatural.” The most pro-
minent notion of this kind is the belict that women are regarded
by spirits and demons with love and jealonsy. The Hatti
Humayoum is more feared and disliked, than looked upon as a
hopeful indication in their favour, The military service which
they are called upon to render to the sultan is hateful in the
extreme, as they believe it to he a sceret attempt to undermine
their religion. So far has this feeling extended, that in the
Hebrew shums of Constantinople Dr. Frankl heard it made the
subject of a song, and tells us :—

¢ T asked the man if he knew any new songs.

‘“‘ You have come to a king in the realm of song.’

“We laughed at this haughty Spanish answer, and ordered him to
sing,  He sang a song, just out, the production of some unknown poet,
the subject of which is the Jews of the place, showing how they have
violated all that is old and highly prized, have cast aside their piety and
their reverence for the Supreme Being, and heen rendered apostate and
godless by the Tansimat and Hat Humayoum.”

This fecling also eoineides with a subject that, at the time,
wrought the most dismal dismay among them when the chalebi
wag prohibited, of which he says:—

“ The chalebi is the 0ld traditional head-dress of the Jewish women ;
its ugliness is only equalled by the difficulty of describing it. Imagine
a ball of linen rags, about the size of an ostrich's egg, tightly compressed,
and placed on the erown of the head of the woman who is about to be
adorned with the chalehi. Then a female attendant holds this ball in
its place, while another winds a shawl over it in curious folds. Thus
the chalebi vises aloth like a tower, andd carefally conceals the hair of the
wearer; it not only detracts from the personal appearance of those who
wear it, but also exposes them to the derision of the Mohammedans. by
showing that they are Jewesses. '

“ Redsehid Pasha signified, when the Chacham of Nischan paid him
his official visit, that it would be ugreeable to him if the women reformed
their style of dress, and laid aside the chalebi. On this the Chacham
Baschi ordered the chalehi to be prohibited in the synagogues, The
old women shed tears, and Inmented as if they were ahout to lose a
favourite child, and persisted in wearing the chalebi. Then the Chacham
Baschi gave forth an anathema against it, and the souls of the old women
were overwhelmed with  feeling of profound sorrow, as they saw in this
innovation the presage of the ruin and decay of the sacred Jewish veli-
gion, in the same way as the old Polish Jews, when the young men laid
aside the long black caftan, and impiously eropped theiv long unshorn
Jocks. )

“ But there is a tale of mystery connected with the chalebi,

“ Soon after the anathema had been hurled at the heads of the aged
women, ane night. a female, concealed by a grey vell, made hor appear-
ance at a place of embarkation on_the Bosphorus, and stepped into a
caique. hen the boatman asked her where he should row, lier answer
was, ‘Row on.' Having arrived at a landing-place, he ceased rowing,
and asked her if she would land. ‘Row on,’ was ler only answer, and
this occurred several times. Tt struck the boatman that his boat pasgsed
through the water as lightly as if there had been no one in it. At length
they arrived at the landing-place at Chasksi, where most of the Jews
reside. 'The woman with the grey veil stepped from the caique to the
land, and said to the hoatman— .

“ “Know that T am the cholera. and that I have come to punish the
mes.‘ becanze their women have lzid aside the chalebi,

¢ There followed n fearful outbreak of cholera at Chaskoi.”

.Ol_l Dr. lf‘rankl’sjoumcyto Jerusalem, whither he has been com-
mlsm:oned to o by a benevolent Austrian lady in order to open a

school there for the benefit of the Jewish children, he experienced
a proof how a poetical and touching custom had degenerated into
a burlesque; and he gives the following account ot his approach
to the holy city :—

# T was now some hundred yards in advance of the caravan, and quite
close to the walls of the city. Suddenly a man, whom T had not pre-
viously obsierved, rushed upon me, and seized the collar of my great
coat with his left hand, while he brandished a long glittering kaife in
his right.” My reverie, from which I was suddenly roused by this un-
expected attack, gave place to a feeling of indescribable terror, and 1
was almost mechanically drawing my pistols from the holster, when the
man quickly loosened his hold, lowered his arms, and, with pale lips,
exclaimed—

¢ ¢Sehema Israel ! what are you going to do ?

“ All this happened in less than a minute, and recognizing one of the
same creed, I, who may have been just as pale with terror myself, cm.tld
not help bursting into a laugh. He explained to me that every Jewish
pilgrimn, before he enters the city, must tear his dress from sorvow at its
destruction, in the same way as on the occasion of the death of a rela-
tive. So I allowed Mr. Mosche Kural, who derives a smali income from
this office, ‘a kvie cut’—7.c., I allowed him to make a rent in my dress,
while I repeated after him the usual formula—< Zion is twrned into o
desert, in lics in ruins.’”

At Jerusalem he found the degradation, degeneration, immo-
rality, and superstition of his race at the lowest possible depth;
and however accustomed we may be to the denunciations of the
Christians of the Latin and Greek churches located there, among
themselves, or to the slanders of the Anglo-Prussian Bishop
Gobat, with all the abusc the latter has heaped on those who
differ from him—yet in comparison to Dr. Frankl's indignant
deseription of the ways and doings of the Jews at Jerusalem, the
former are comparatively mild and inoftensive.  The Jews have a
favourite practice, pavticularly those of Germany and Poland, and
they leave the lands of their birth when advaucing in years, in
order to lay their bones in the tomDh of their forefathers at Jeru-
salem; and as many of them rcach the holy city not overbnrthened
with wealth, they are supported by alms collected for that pur-
pose in almost every city of urope. Three consequences follow
this continual immigration and collection. The first is an immense
amownt of peenlation and frand amongst the rabbis and other
persons through whose hands the money passes. - Another is the
idleness, falsehood, sycophancy and selfishness of professed men-
dicants, which inflames the ferocious party quarrels among the
various scets of eastern and western origin, who fight their battles
in the holy city, each to secure the greatest amount of assistance
derived from the pious offerings of their people abroad. And
Tastly, these immigrants bring their families with them, who lapse
into the evil habits of the country, contract premature marringes,
lose all habits of industry, and add to the number of the enfeebled
and depraved race who prey on the henevolence, and frustrate
all the munificent plans for their welfare, formed by such noble-
minded Jews as Sir Moses Montefiore, who came with barrels of
dollars to distribute among his people, but all whose schemes for
permanently improving them have wellnigh come to nought, and
who was ultimately excommunicated by them for offending their
superstition by visiting the dMosque of Omar.

Dr. Trankl, though a Jew, does not consider himsel{ bound to
aceept the ideag, or hide the faults of his race. Tven while con-
forming to their customs, he expresses no respect for some of them.
1le openly proclaims the unworthiness, {raud and rascallity of
most of their rabbis. Ile enumerates, with Ditter precision, the
varieties of their parties.  1le descants at large on the greediness,
the untitness for anything useful or good, of the poorer popula-
tion; and though he does not tell us that his own bhenevolent
errand was unsuccessful, he dwells on what he had to endure
from the malice and calummies of nnserupulous opponents, and
searcely leaves much reason to hope that his schemes would prove
more lasting than those of his noble and openhearted prede-
cessors, Sir Moses Montefiore and Mr. Cohen,

A darker and more miserable picture could hardly be drawn
of a race lost to every feeling of self-respect and good, sinking
deeper and deeper each generation into sensuality and eorruption
of mind and body, eaten up with the grossest superstitions, and
grossly, ruthlessly, and systematically oppressed and plundered
by rulers professing to govern, and even to feed them, in the
name of Grod !

He quotes the indignant expression of a Polish merchant who
went to Jerusalem expeeting to find it the seat of sanetity, but
found nothing there save immorality, hypocrisy, and utter help-
lessness, The Pole said :—*“Ile that will enjoy «wlom haze (the
pleasures of this world), must live in Moldavia; he that wishes
to renounce them and to obtain anlom hybe, (the pleasures of the
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other world), must live in Russia, but let him that wishes to have
neither awlom haze, nor aulom habo live at Jerusalem.” And it
is “in Jerusalem alone,” adds Dr. Frankl, * where every word of
the Bible is regarded as sacred, the command of the Bible, * In
the sweat of thy brow shalt thou eat bread,’ is practically ignored.”
Our author also tells us,

¢ It is deeply to be regretted that many Jewish workmen, who come
to Jerusalem with the honest intention of making their own bread, soon
abandon their different trades, which no doubt are more exhausting in a
hot climate, and live on alms. For example, about sixteen years ago a
tailor, dvessed in the Iuropean fashion, made his way from Amsterdam
o Jerusalem : the last production of his nesdle was a Polish suit, made
a short time before his arvival. He ab onee renounced his trade, and,
following in the footsteps of his tailoring countryman, the Prophet John
of Leyden, he became a president, and of course wealthy. A tailor from
Bavaria, who had previously tried to make his fortune in America, and
and ab length succeeded by a warriage at Jerusalem, had to give up his
trade, because his aristocratic spouse at Jerusalem told lim roundly, ¢ I
do nob sib’—7. ¢, Twill not live “with a tailor,” and they now both live
very comfortably on ahns.”

Dr. Frankl, who colleets all the quaint stovies lic ean, tells us
the following one, illustrative of this city of beggars :—

“The following still more amusing event, as it tends to illustrate the
character of the people, may here be introduced :—Sir Moses Montefiore
brought with bim in wooden barrels dollars in specie, and resolved, with
his usual kindness of disposition, to give with his own hand a dollar to
every poor person. It took wmany hours before his task was done and
the miserable exhibition of poverty concluded. Tt so happened that the
noble distributor, forgetful of himself, gave away the sum which he re-
quired to pay his travelling expenses home, He was obliged to borrow
wmoney. A man was soon found, who expressed his readiness to oblige
him-—for a cousideration—und supplied him with the necessary s,
the amount of which was considerable, in specie. And yet this man
the previous day seemed to be the necdiest of the needy, and had
received a silver dollar from the hand of the henefactor of Palestine.”

The ignorance of the presidents, chachams, rabbis, and other
spiritual heads of the community is very gross, and Dr. Frankl
writes in severe terms of them generally. ™ Ile says i—

“When any knowledge of the Talmud is found to exist among the
Aschikenasim ab Jerusalem—the Pernschim enjoy the highest reputa-
tion jn this branch—it las never heen ncquived in the Holy City, but
bheen brought Ly the immigrants from tieir native land.  They never
study the Bible, and derive all their knowledge of it from the Talmud ,
to which they have recourse without any previous knowledge of gram-
mar. But all study here is & merce mechanieal exercise of memory, and
in the knd of Tamaim and Amoraim there s not a single person
engaged in learned researches. I happened to mention to a rabbi, who
oenjoys a high veputation for learning, that I was about to visit Mount
Gerizim and Kbal, and expected to reach them in the course of two days.
“What ! ave they not a thousand miles from this 2 asked the rabbi, in
astonishment.”

Dz, Frankl also charges them with appropriating to themselves
the lion’s share of the princely coutributions of the Buropean
Jews for their people at Jerusalem, and he further adds that—

“ The poverty of some is so great that it cannot fail to excite surprise
aud contpassion, while the wives of the presidents, who came there at
firsh quite as poor, are dressed in silk, and decked with gold and precious
stones, The daughter of one of them, on the day of her marringe, wore
@ dress which cost 1,000 piastres; and the marriage feast, to which all
the more distinguished members of society ab Jerusalem were invited,
vost 1,500 piastres.

T When that active philanthropist, Mr. Albert Cohen, paid his second
visib to Jerusalem, the wives of the rabbis were expressly forbidden to
wear their jewels during his stay.  We have often heard the poor, when
speaking of their contributions, and the way in which they are applied
by the rulers, usc the characteristic expression, ¢ They devour them !
We would not go quite so far as this, or assert that the highly honoured
DPresidents are guilty of embezzlement. We would take a charitable
View of the subject, and say that they have an overweening idea of their
own rank and importance, which is all quite natural and pardonable,
but then rank must be supported, and they perhaps deduet a little too
Much for themselves in the shape of - Kadima.’ "

So also he tells us ‘the office of travelling collector is highly
Prized, and— ) °
. “ With what feelings of veneration is a Sheliach, o begging delegate
from Palestine, greeted when he enters ow houses to collect money for
OuL poor co-religionists at Jerusalem? Does not the dust of the sacred
:01.1 -‘E‘tll} adhere to hig dress? His eye has lingered and wept over the
yulus of the temple, and tearing himself from the bosom of his family,
(10"11:‘& gone forth and cxposed himself to the dangers of the stormy
Jeean and of & long jowney by land. He tells us of those who are
“}:é;:l?lnlzfdln Poyerty and starving with hunger in Jerusalem, who are

SopIng ¢ praying for nus.
almsL?st S'lill;)lwl shoul‘d we greet him if we kuew that this collecting of

5 Smply a trade, and that the delegate himself will pocket the

greater parb of the money which is contributed in perfectly good faith

for the relief’ of those who are languishing and starving at Jerusalem ?
“The office of delegate is sold in the holy city to the highest bidder;

usually to some respectable chacham or rabbi, to enable him to amass a

fortune. It is quite true that he is bound to pay a certain sum to the
communiby. The bighest bidder continues to enjoy his right ; he is not

bound to enter on his journey immediately ; he may put it off for months,
or even for years, provided always that he pays the interest of the sum,
which inereases according to a fixed scale. This inberest often amounts
to a considerable sun, and theve ave cases where it has been paid for
five or cight years. On his vetwrn the delegate receives the third park
of the proceeds of his journey, but he does not receive the sum orviginally
deposited ; it is, therefore, quite natural and pardonable that he should
repay this sum to himself, and hand over only the balance to the commu-
nity, which pays him the thivd part of the balance also.”

Dr. Frankl prides himself on his cularged ideas, and makes
frec with the superstition of his castern brethren. Among the
various attempts made to obstruet his school was onc which
recalls a kindred species of superstition much nearer home. Ile
tells us hie had taken a house and arvanged it with no little difhi-
culty and trouble. Crowds of imiserable people brought their
children asking for their admission, and invoking all kinds of
eastern blessings, such as  Receive my child into this institution,
and thou shalt eat with the pious of the fish Leviathan;” at last

-all matters likely to give offence having been carefully looked

atter, *“The small synagogue of the gchool had to be removed
from the first to the sceond floor, becaunse it is forbidden to walk
over the ark where the thora or law is kept.” This accomplished,
the day fixed for opening, when at thie last moment a cry was
raised that there was a erucifix in the school:—

“The restless, idle zealots contrived to give mecongiderable annoyance
to the last. The night before the ceremony of inauguration I was woke
up and informed thab the report had been spread by the Russian Jews
that there was a crucifix in the instibution. I imagined that a crucifix
might have been wantonly thrown into it, or painted on the walls. . I
bastened tv the house, but I could discover nothing, till my attention
was directed to the fact that the Crand Cross of the Emperor's own
Order was painted on his breast. I contrived with some difficulty to
serape oft the points of the cross with a knife; in the same way I
managed to remove the carving of a silver lamb, part of the arms of
Simon von Liumel, which -were introduced heneath his picture, as a
graven image is not allowed in a synagogue.”

In taking leave of Dr. Fraukl, we must say, though lc is a
western Jew, and his accounts arc both quaint and grotesque,
there is nothing ill natured in them. e deplores, as we do, the
degradation of the castern portion of the house of Israel, but we
believe, and for the sake of our Hebrew brethren, we hope, that
as the castern Jews sink into insignificance, the western Jews
will rise higher and higher towards the goal. To our Hebrew
brethren and companions we cordially recommend the perusal of
a work which treats so much of the customs and peculiarities of
The Jews in the Fast; and to all who feel, as strongly as we do,
such an interest in everything that concerns the immediately once
faveured, and again to be the favoured, people of God, we say—
read this work, which contains such a mass of' information, plea-
santly told, as no other series of books on The Jews in the Eust
have told us before.

r Y R T WID R 3
THE MASONIC MIRKOR,
_+~
MASONIC MEMS.

Tue RW. Prov. G.M., of Wiltshire, Lord Methuen, has convened
a Prov. Grand Lodge to be held in the New Hall, Chippenhan:, on
Tuesday, the 23rd August.

The Prov. Grand Lodge for Worcestershive is to be held at Kidder-
minster, early in September. The brethren are to proceed in procession
to chnrch, where full cathedral service is to be performed.

HETROPOLITAN,

Beavox Lonar (No. 902).—A meeting of this Lodge wis held ab the
Star and Garter, Kew, on Wednesday, the 17th, when Bro. Colling was
duly installed as W.M. Amongst the officers appointed were Bros.
Avery, S.W.; Sweeny, J.W.; Jno. Scott, P.2L, Treas. ; J, W, Adams,
P.M., Sec. ; and Daly, Tyler, A handsome supper closed the proceed-
ings of the day.

INSTRUCTION.

Crysran Panace Lopce (No. 1,044).—The fifteen sections will be

worked at this Lodge of Instruction, held at the City Arms, West-square,
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on Mf)ndny, September 5th. Bro. Farmer, W.M. No. 25, has consented
to officiate as W.M.,, and will give the introductory address to cach
lecture. The Lodge will meeb at seven o'clock preciscly.

PROVINCIAL,

DEVONSHIRL.

Sroxeunoust.—ZLodye of Sincerity (No. 224).—At the regular meeting
of the Lodge, on the Sth inst., Bros. Rodd, W.M., in the chair; Lord
Graves, S.3V. ; Dr. Dowse, .M., J.W., pro tem. ; Spence Bate, Secretary ;
Rae, I.D.; Walker, LG.; Hunt, P.M.; Drizs, . L. Triscott, Dix,
and Jackman being present, as well as the following visiting hrothers :—
Tate, No. 460, and Saunders, No. 351, the Lodge having Deen duly
opened, and the minutes of the last regular meeting confirmed, it was
passed to the second degree, when Bros. Risk and Dix were examined as
to the progress they had made in the hidden mysterics of nature and
science peculiar to the degree of Fellowcraft; and having shown that
they had made such progress as entitled them, were entrusted with the
test of merit that would enable them to obtain admission in a Lodge of
a superior degree. The Lodge was then raised to the third degree,
when Bros. Risk and Dix were admitted in duc form and raised to the
sublime degree of Master Masons. The Lodge was then clused fo the
second and first degrees, when the Sceretary read by comwand of the
WAL the second of the antient chargesy* Of the civil magistvate,
supreme and subordinate,” The W.M. ovdered that o letter of sym-
pathy and condolence be sent to the widow of our vecently deceased
Bro, V. Narracott. The Lodge finally closed in harmony at a quavter
before ten o'clock.

DORSETSHIRE,
PROVINCTAL GRAND LODGE AT BRIDPORT.

Ox Thursday, the 11th inst, the Right Wershipful Tro. Joseph
Gundry, Prov. Grand Master of Dorset, held his first Grand Lodge sinee
his appointinent to this distinguished office, for the purpese of re-organ-
izing the various Grand Ofices of the province, which had heen some
time in abeyance, owing to the decease of the late Prov. Grand Master,
Bro. . R. Willett, and Jatberly had only been under the charge of Bro.
Roxburgh, the Grand Registrar of England.

The brethren of the provinee were received in the Town Hall of
Bridport, oeupied as the temporary Lodge room of the Lodge of St
Mary’s, Bridport, No. 1,009, Bro. Frederiek Cosens, WM., where they
assembled ab high twelve.

The Prov. Grand Lodge having he
of Installed Masters was first held, at «which the Prov. Grand Master was
daly installed. The Prov. Grand Lodge was then opencd for the admis-
sion of the brethren of the several Lodges, who inscribed their names
on entering to the number of upwards of one hundred.

The RV, the Prov. Crand s Ghen addressed the brethven in
acknowledgment of the high honour that lind heen conferred upon him
in placing him in so exalted & position in the province; and pledged
himself to du everything in his power for the promotion of Masonry and
of thoxe sublime and sacred objects which it has in view, calewlating on
the support of the brethren of the Order, ?

The Prov. Grand Pursuivant marshalled the brethren uwuder their
respective banners, and preceded by a hand playing the Masonie anthem,
the Lrethren walked to Alington Church %o attond divine scrvice.
"The day was peculiarly favourable, and the effich was acknowledged to
be highly imposing,  Arvived at Allington Church, the brethren ook
open order; lining the churchyard path, as the officers of the Clrand
Lodge passed through the midit of them, and cntered the body of the
church.

Bro. the Rev.J. B. Ferrir, of Corscombe, read and eonducted the
services for the day; the sermon ) preached by Bro, the Rev.
Henry Rawlingon, Chaplain, Xo. 1,009, fent’s anthem, (lrom the 1st
Chron. xxix,, 10,11, 12, 13) for four and two voices and chorug, was
admirably given. Bro, Case led at the organ, and the choral
sevvices were executed under Wik diveetion, o

The sermon, by Bro. the Rev. Henry Rawlinzon, eurate of Symonds-
bury, who wore a collar and badge of the Order, was listened to with
the deepest attention.  The text was taken frem Acts vil,, 47, 48—
“ But Solomon built him an house.  Howbeit the Most Hirh dwelletl
not in temples made with hands” The reverend brother weub on to
show that a brotherhood like theirs bulioving asthey did in the voluime of
the sacred law, and from whose hallowed pages they devived their sacred
symbols and allegories, first assembled, with much propriety, in the
Lowse of God hefore taking auy important step,  As there were also
exoberic persons present, strangers o their antient and enlightened
Order, he sought to disabuse them of the impression that its fustibutions
were principally of a social and convivial east, by urging fivst the deep
debt of gratitude which Christendom owed to this antient and honouy-
able fru.tc_zmity, and seeondly, demonstrating the high standard thab
1;1‘1ey, their suceessors in the Craft, endeavoured by Gad’s grace to veach.

The first part of his discomse he adapted to his text by a reference to
the progress of temple-building, from the altars of the first ages, to the
idolatrous tabernacles and shrines of antiquity, till the greatest of hunan
efforts in that direetion culminated in the semple of Solomon, completed

opened in antiend form, o Beard

U3

in seven years and a-half, its ornaments so applicable to their Craft, and
so figurative of its excellence, by o body of Freemasons under Hiram,
King of Tyre. He then went on trace from this tine downwards the
history of the Craft. The desire for splendid monasteries and magnificent
cathedrals procured from the Roman pontiffs the most important privi-
leges. Trom the Continent the association passed into Scotland, where
they built the abbey of Kilwinning, and crected their first Lodge, and
from Scotland the Orvder was introduced into England, the carliest
Lodge being ab York. Theve was searcely a cathedral, abbey, or public
building of note, that was not erected by the associated body of Free-
masons. He instanced the Temple church in the reign of Henry 1L ;
on the accession of Richard I, Willlam of Wykehamn, G.M., founded
at his own expense New College, Oxford, and Winchester College ; in
the reign of Henry IV., the Guildhall of London ; in that of Henry VI,
Magdalen College, Oxford, Eton College and King’s College, Cambridge,
Bishop Wanefleet, G.]. ; in that of Henry VIL (who was G.M.), the east
end of Westininster Abbey (Henry VIIEh's chapel) ; under Cardinal Wol-
sey, G.AL, Hampton Court, Whitehall, and Christ Church, Oxford ; under
his suceessor Cromwell, St, James's Palace, Cliwist’s Hospital, and Green-
wich Palace; finally, Siv Clristopher Wren, Gt.M., crected that master-
Picce of architectural skill, $t. Paul's Cathedral.  Passing on to the second
head of discourse, he showed beautifully the end that Masons—no
longer pursuing the operative, but devoted exclusively to the pursuit of
the speculative branch of theiv Craft-—sought to obtain, dealing exten-
sively in the symbolism of the Order, and freely expounding its mean-
ings. With a stirring exhortation to the brethren to walk in the paths
of religion and virtue, to which the symbols of their Order pledged and
bound them, the reverend gentleman wound up a most animated
discourse.

The brethren then returned to the Town Hall in the same order of
procession,

The Prov. Grand Lodge being re-constituted, after the transaction of a
variety of business, including approbation of the Grand Treasurer’s ac-
counts, which that functionary stated showed the funds of the province to
he in a more flonrishing condition than ever before had been the case dur,
ing his term of office, the Prov, Crand Master made the following nomi-
nation of Grand Officers, who were all called up to the dais and invested
by Bro. the Rev. Thomas Peavce, No. 543, D. Prov. GLM., viz. :—DBros.
T'hos. Coombs, W.M., No. 605, Prov. 8.G.W.,; Phippard, WM. No. 542,
Prov. J.GOW.; the Rev. J. 8t. John, Prov. ¢ Chaplan ; Hannen, No. 694,
Prov. @&, Treas.; 1, Cosens, W.ML. No. 1009, Prov. G. Reg.; J. Maundors,
W.M. No. 199, Prov. (. Sec.; W. Darr, W.M. No. 160, Prov. 8.G.D.;
1. N. Howard, JW. No. 199, Prov. J.G.D.; J. Soppit, No. 542, Prov.
(. Supt. of Works ; Godden, No. 963, Prov. G. Dir. of Cers.; T. Rawlins,
No. 905, Prov. Asst. G. Dir. of Cers.; W. Manley, S.W. No. 1009, Prov.
(1L.S.B. ; Robinson, No. 605, P'rov. ¢ Org.; Bosworth, No. 199, Prov. G.
urs.: Prov. Crand Stewards—DBros, Ji. Colborn, No. 16405 W. Godwin,
No. (94 ; J. I’. Gundry, No. 1009; R. Phillips, No. 640; Loveluce,
No. 605, Prov. G, Tyler. The venerable and respected Prov. G. Tyler,
Lro. Tairvie, having—rom infirmity and advanced ycars—been obliged
o tender his vesighation ; as an acknowledgment of his long and faith-
ful sevvices, a gratuity of £5 was granted him.

Mhethanks of the Prov. Grand Liodge were voted tothe Vicar of Allington
for the use of his chureh; to the Rev. J. B. Lerris for officiating; to
the Mayor for his grant of the use of the Town Hall; to Mr. Case and
the choir for their services, and most especially to the Rev. Henry Raw-
Tinson for the truly Masonic sermon he had preached.

The Prov. Grand Lodge was then, after the transaction of the remain-
ing business, closed with all due formality.

THE BANQULET
tuok place at four o'clock, at the Bull Hotel, where Bro. Knight pravided
an excellent dinner.

The usual tousts were given by the R. W, Prov. CGrand Master (whe
presided), commencing witlh “the Queen and the Craft,” which was
briefly but loyally prefaced.

In proposing the Bishop and Clergy of the diocese, the Prov. Grand
Master observed that as the principles of the Craft were founded upon
religion, the toast was always most appropviate, and he had no difficulty
in recommending it to their attention since the Bishop was himself o
Magon,

Bro. the Rev. T\ B, Ferrids, rector of Corscombe, in reburning thanks,
observed that the field of duty open to a Mason was indecd a wide one,
and he weuld do well to imitate the diligence and the wisdom manitested
byithose who worked in the different professions, discharging those im-
portant duties whieh were so beneficial to the world, e belicved that
the 1. W, Prov. Grand Master wouldnot be alarmed if he recommended
to him, and to the brethren, an imitation of the lawyer’s handieralt.
Certainly they would do well and would act consistently if they under-
stood the doctrines and the duties of distributive justice. Next, he cur-
tainly recoinmended them to imitate the parson. At any rate, if they
were true to their Masonic duties, let them preach peace whevever they
go, and, whenever called upon, let them stand up like men and give &
reason for the hope which they profess to luve.  Then, again, let them
nob pass over the doctors.  (Alaugh)  Society is in o very disordered
state, and their duby was to choose the remedies which soothe and allay,
instead of irvitate and increase, the sorrows of mankind, Next, let
them imitate our noble soldiers—let them go forward, never regarding
heing called peacemongers and enthusiasts, but honestly in their hearts
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Preforring a blessing to a bayonet, and a volume from Dr. Oliver to a
shell from Sir W. Arstrong—stedfastly vesolving, wherever they were,
to try and conciliate the severity of private and individual opinion, and,
as far as possible, to annihilate all party strife.

The D. Prov. Grand Master Pearce proposed the health of the Trov.
Crand Master, npon whom he passed a very high but well deserved
compliment.

The R. W. Prov. CGrand Master, in returning thanks, said that while
he felt that many brethren were far move able to fill his high office than
himself, yet, having the welfare of the Craft at heart, and there having
been a strongly expressed wish that he should fill the office, he had been
induced to accede to that wish, aud they might rely upon his best efforts
to promote the good of Masonry generally, and of the province of Dorset
in particular. He hoped that as long as he leld the office he should be
supported by the sympathies of the hrotherhood as evidently as they
had been manifested that day. e proposed the health of the D. Prov.
Grand Master.

The Rev. Bro. Pearce, D. Prov. G2, observed that hoe believed that
he was one of the youngest D. Prov. CGrand Masters in England, and,
therefore, he the more highly regarded the honour.

The Prov. Grand Master afterwards gave « the Visiting Brethven,” for
which Bro. G. P. R, Pulman returned thanks,

BESSEX,

Cil¢WELL.—Chigwell Lodge (No. 663).—This Lodge held a meeting
on Saturday, the 13th inst., when Bros. Lomas and Winter were passed
to the second degree, and Bros. Glasseoxon and Jager were raised to the
sublime degree of Master Masons. Bro., Paas was then elected W.M. for
the ensuing year, and it was unanimously agreed that a P.0Ms. jewel be
presented to Bro. Richard Geo. Motion, the present W.ML., on his re-
tiring from the chair.  The visitors were Bros, Ransford, Muggeridge,
Nelthorpe, Tomkins, Osborne, ¥. W, Daviz, W. and W. C. Harvey.

HAMPSHIRE.

SovrHAMPTON.—Royal Gloster Lodge (No. 152).—Tle regular meeting
of the Lodge was held on Thursday, the 11th inst., the W.AL, Bro. I Per-
kins presiding, supported by his officers and several D.Als. Jiro. Lecto
was raised to the degree of M.M. by the W.ML In his usual impressive
manmer, after which Bros. A. Weston and Preece werepassed to the sccond
degree.  Bro. GLDM. Passenger, S, congratulated the WAL on his ap-
pointment as Prov, S.G.W., after so many years of good and useful
service to the Craft, and expressed his conviction that he would discharge
the duties of that high and important office with credit to himsclf
and justice to the province. Bro. Passenger concluded o long and
cloquent speech in the following words :—Worshiptul Sir, you work
your Lodge like a Masen, and preside over it like a gentleman,  We are
gratified ab the same thne to find thab the onerous duties of your office
have not diminished the comnforts and pleasures of domestic Hfe; and
shall ever be pleased to remember that during the time you have filled
that chair you have taken unbo yourself as a wile the danghter of a distin-
guished brother Mason ; a lady who possesses all those virbues and accom-
plishments which ave caleulated to render an Englishman's howe happy ;
and have added to your household gods another son. We wish your
sons may become as good men and as worthy Masons as their father;
and that you may live to o good vipe old age, to sce and enjoy it, and
that the chair of 8.\, of this province may never be filled by one less
desirous and capable than yourself of promoting the best interests of
Masonry in gencral, and $his provinee in particular. By your leave,
Worshipful Sir, I will proposc the following resolution :—*“ The officers
and members of this Lodge desive to congratalate their WA, upon his
appointinent as SAV. of the provines of Hampshire, wishing hint a
bappy and successful year of office, and thab the GLALQ/L.U. may grant
hiny health, long life, and prosperity to enjoy the high rank to which
his services will entitle him.”  DBro. Douglas, DL, sceonded the resolu-
tion,  He believed the WM. would still do, as he always had done, his
ulmost to promote everything which would benefit the Craft.  He
perfectly agreed with all those kind expressions of the SO,
towards the WM, and he was quite swe that cvery brother
who Juew him was delighted ab his appeintment. Bro, Abraliaw,
’P‘.)L, then pub the rexolution, and it was carried unanimously.
The WAL in returning thanks alluded to the lateness of the hour, and
on thiab account would not detain the brethren by any remarks, except-
Ing to state that he was deeply sensible of thehr kindness towards him,
and the allusions which had been made to those who were near and
dear to him,  Masonry had been to him the exeiting cause forany good he
lad done, and althougl it brought with it its own reward, it was highly
gratilying to his feelings to find these proofs of appreciation recurring
50 often. e would always endeavour to merib their esteem, and he
hoped the same fraternal foeling might exist in every Lodge between
the WAL and the Lrethren, which marked in o decided a mammer the
caveer of the Royal Gloster,  The Lodge was then cdosed in harmony at
ten wclock. A farge nwnber of hrethren sat down to the usual bancuet,
and a very pleasant evening was spent,

LANCASHIRE (IAST).

BURY.——./;()(].{/C of Belicf (No. 50).—On Thursday, the 11th inst., the
JInonthly ieeting of the abuve Lodge was held at the Hare and Hounds
i, when Bro. John Redfern, Di, of Cers., officiated as W.DL ; Bro,

Packes as SV, 5 and Bro. Fishwick, PO, as JW. A Dallot having
been taken for Mr. James Grimshaw, of Prestwick, aud found to he
unanimotus in his favour, he was initiated into the degree of 18.A., after
which, two other candidates were proposed to be ballobed for at the
next meeting. The brethren then adjourned to refreshinent, and spent
a comfortable evening together. ’

SOMERSETSHIRE.

Wreusrinae.—Rural Philanthropic Lodge (No. 387).—The monthly
meeting was leld on Friday, the 12th inst., Bro. Henry Bridges, 1. M.,
presiding in the absence of the W.M., Bro. W. Harwood. The ballot

- was taken for Mr, Hemy Leaker, and was forthwith initiated into the

mysteries of the Craft. Bro. Down, the architect, reported that the
new Lodge room was completed by the builder, and he had possession
of the key, and that it was quite ready for decoration. It was then
agreed that the committee should get the room finished with as little
delay as possible, A letber was vead from the W. M., stating he should
not be able to attend the next regular Lodge, to be held on the 9th of
Sept., and it was unanimously agreed that the next Lodge mecting
should be held on the 16th of Sept. IBro. Henry Bridges then stated
that the next festival for the Royal Masounic Bencvolent Institution for
Aged Freemasons and their Widows, would be held in January next, and
he trusted that from so numerous a Lodge as No. 367, numbering seventy-
six members, they would be able to find a brother to serve asSteward. The
Lodge was closed, and the hrethren adjowrned to refreshment ; the pro-
ceedings of the evening terminated in an agreeable manncr at an carly
hour. /
STAFFORDSHIRE.

PPROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE AT STAFFORD.

On Tuesday, the 9th instant, the brethren of this provinece meb in
Prov. Grand Lodge, at the Shire Hall, Stafford’;. upwards of one hundred
brethren were present. Vs

The Prov. Grand Lodge was opencd in antient afidsolomn form ab
high twelve, by the R.\WV. Prov, Grand Master, Bro. Lt.-Col. Vernon,
assisted by his Deputy and the Provincial Grand Officers.

The gratifying hunouncement was made that during the past twelve
months the Freemasons of Staffordshire had nearly doubled their num-
bLer, and now counted abous six hundred. The official appointments for
the year were made as under :—Bros, Ward, D. Irov. G.M. ; Hou. G.
Vernon, Prov, S.CLW.; F. A. Edwards, Prov. J.C.W.; Rev. J. Downes,
Prov. Gt Chaplaiu ; Rev. Dr. Avmstrong, Prov. G. Asst, Chaplain ; Wil-
liam Lloyd, Prov. Gt Treas.; D. Ieacock, Prov. G Reg.; 1. Des, Trov.
(. Sec. ; J. Butterworth, I'rov, S.(4D. ; C. H. King, Prov. J.G.D.; Major
MKnight, Prov. G. Supb. of Works; 8. Hill, Prov. G Dir. of Cers.;
W. B. Hayley, Prov. & Asst. Dir. of Cers.; J. Ford, Prov. G. Sword
Bewrer 5 B, Shargool, Prov. ¢+ Org.; J. Lowndes, Prov. . Purs, ; Carlo
Bragazzi, Prov. G. Standwrd Beaver; H. Bagley, I'rov. G. Tyler; and
Bros. J. Duke, Samuel Hughes, W, Homer, H. Giltwd, J. Collis, and
R. Lowe, Prov. (i, Stewards.

The Provineial Grand Lodge has sanctioned such an appropriation of its
funds as will ensure for the Bencevolent Institution, and for the Boys
and Cirls School, the sum of £50 each, being an amount which will
ontitle the Provineial Grand Master to act as a vice-president and one of
the committee of manageiment of cach institution. This Tas been done
by capitalizing £150, and ensuring the life of the Drovincial Grand
Master for £157 105, the anmual premium of which amounts oaly to
£6 4x,, the paywent of which will sceure the capital, and render it avail-
able for « like purpose in case of the death of the assured, This is sct-
ting a noble example to vther provinces which many of them will nob be
slow to follow, and thus materially add to the financial resources of the
chavities,

The husiness of the day having been completed, the RV, Prov. GAL
proceeded to close the Lodge in due and solemn form.

The brethren then walked in procession to St Mary's Church, where
prayers were read by the Rev. Bro. Lowe, Prov. G. Steward, and an ex-
ccllent sermon preached by he Prov. (i Chaplain the Rev. Bro. Downes,
from the text “This commandment have we—that e who loveth God
Jove his brethren also.”—1 John iv. 21, The discourse was intended as
an exposition of the prineiples of the Royal Order of Masonry, which the
reverend brother declaved had nothing belonging to it inconsistenbwith the
strictest rule of our holy religion, whether it respected our duty to God
or man ; yea, so far was it fron anything of this, that any part of it, if
duly followed, had a Qirect tendency to enforce and encourage the per-
formance of every one of its most holy precepts, nor did he know anore
prominent or distinguishing feature it possessed than thab seb forth in
the text, “Love to God and love to the brethren.”

After the sermon a collection was made, amounting to €11 16s. 4d.,
during which the offertory passages were read by the Rev. Bro. Dow,
assistant chaplain at the county gaol. It was ordered thab the collection
should he applicd as follows :—Iive guineas to the St_nffordshire In-
firmary, and the remainder to the Rector of St Mary’s, Stafford, in aid
of his new schools.

The brethren afterwards dined at the Shire Hall, which was hung for
the oceasion with banners and emblems ; the latter were very tastefully
and artistically executed, and consisted of Masonic devices. IFrom the
three galleries, which were filled with ladies, werc suspended Danners
belonging to different Lodges in the provinece, The hanner of the Prov.
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Grand Lodge was hung from the front gallery, facing the chaivman’s
seat. This was surmounted by a banner, and above it was the motto,
¢ Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth,” with the words ¢ Faith, Hope,
Charity ;” and beneath, “Sit Lux et Lux fuit.” In front of the othev
galleries were the inscriptions—¢ Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence,
Justice ;7 and “We meet on the level, we part on the square.”  Above
the chair occupicd by the Prov. Grand Master was the illuminated
device of a “ Staffordshire Knot,” white upon black ground, with a V.R.
and crown.

After dinner the Prov. Grand Master proposed ¢ The Queen—God
bless her:” he alluded to her Majesty’s eminent virtues as displayed by
her in the government of this great and prosperous country, aud to the
fact that the Queen was the daughter of, and the niece of, illastrious
brothers who had once ruled over the Craft.

The D. Prov. Grand Master in proposing “The Prince Consort and the
rest of theRoyal Family,” expressed a hope that they might, ere long, have
the honour of recciving the Prince of Wales as a member of the Craft,

The Prov. Grand Master, in proposing The health of the DLW
Grand Master, the Earl of Zetland,” said that, notwithstanding they had
heard vemarks from time to thue duving the last two or three years
implying a want of confidence in their 3.W. Grand Master, he thought
the fact of the re-election of the Earl of Zetland to that office for the
sixteenth time was sufficient proof that he enjoyed the confidence of his
brethren. (Cheers.) The voice of faction and detraction might have
heen heard—but a man was to be judged of by the esteem and regard
in which ke was held by those who knew him best. It was not a
faction, a party, or a newspaper that could write down a deserving and
ood man ; and, therefore, he repeated that they had reposed confidence
in their MW, Grand Master ag was shown by the fact that be had
vecently, for the sixteenth time, been placed at the head of the Order.
His character, which had beeu bried severely dwring the last 4wo or
three years, shone more Lrightly than before. He had proved himself an
anxious and zealous ruler: perhaps he had his faults, bub no human being
was without them—and the manuer in which e bad ever ruled over the
Craft—the zeal, the quiet, gentleman like good feeling which he had
shown in every way—entitled him to their esteem and respeck  (The
toast was drunk with enthusiasm.)

Bro. H. C. Vernon, Prov. Grand Master of Worcestershire, proposed
“The Most Worshipful Grand Masters of Scotland and Ireland—the
Dulkes of Athol and Leinster,” who were at all tinmins most happy to unite
with the Grand Master of England in furthering the interests and sta-
bility of their great Masonic institution.

Bro. Colouel Hogg, as an Trish Mason, expressed his acknowledgments
for the enthusiastic manner in which the licalth of “Irclond’s ouly
Duke™ had that evening been received. An additional reason why the
Masons of Staffordshire should drink his grace’s health was that he was
married to a daughter of the Duke of Sutberland, and felt an interest
in what transpired in this county. He (the gailant celonel) could assure
those brethren present who had visited the sister isle that it ever they
did so they would receive from the Masons there such a hospitable
reception as would prove the truth of the proverb that an Irishman’s
heart and purse invariably went together. He was proud to add that
Masonry in his country was advancing rapidly. They did not go for
numbers bub for men, and thab was the system carried out with suceess
in all parts of the world where Masonry was known. (Cheers.)

Bro. Dudley Parsons, whose name was associated with the toast, also
returned thanks as an Irishman.

Bro. Dr. Burton said that some delicate ailusions had been made to
what had transpired relative to the conduct of the MW, Grand Master,
who had been so materially strengthened in his official usefuluess by
the confiience of the Craft at large, and although he (Dr, Burton) was
not personally acquainted with their Deputy Grand Master, Lord Pan
mure, he had the best reasons for asserting that that nobleman had
proved himself a straightforward man in office,and under all civcumstances
an able and zealows supporter of the tirand Master. He proposed “ The
Right Worshipful Deputy Grand Master and the Officers of Crand
Lodge.” " (Cheers.)

The RV, Bro. H. Vernon replied to the toast. No one could be
more anxious for the extension of Masonry, no one could be more atten-
tive in the performance of his duties, and no one had the principles and
practice of Masonry more at heart than Lord Panmure.  With regard to
the officers of Grand Lodge, whom himself and brother represenied on
that occasion, he could only say that at all times they would be happy in
conveying the opinions of Grand Lodge to the Lrethren of their respective
provinces, If they wanted them to do anything it was their fault if
they did not ask, and, if asked, they would do their wtmost to give
satisfaction. (\pplause).

The V.W.D. Prov. (M., Bro. Ward, said that it was his privilege to
propose the next toast, and he always approached it with much difii-
dence, because he felt that it should be entrusted to able hands. It was,
however, a toast which did not require any cloguence, inasmuch as the
subject of it lived in the hearts and esteem of the Masons there assem-
bled.  He begged, thevefore, to propose “ The R.W, Prov. G.M., Licus.-

Colonel Vernon.” e knew that there was no need of eloquence in
making such o proposition.  They were all perfectly aware of the com-
summate skill and talent which their Prov. G- posseszed ; of the kind,

geutlemmﬂ_ike, and courteous way in which he ever conducted himself
towards hl’S brethren. "They might ask of him to “ be to our virtues
very kind,” although they could not, with equal confidence, say he to

our faults a little blind.” When their Prov. CGLOL saw a fault he was
not afraid to speak his mind, which was like medicine, very disagreeable
to swallow, but it nevertheless did those who took it good. The R.W.
Prov. GLM. had alveady told them in Lodge of the flourishing state of
Masomry in this province. He (the speaker) could safely endovse that
statement.  Since he had known Masonry, a period of upwards of balf
a century, he had never known it jn so flourishing a condition in that
provinee as it was now. Not only were new Lodges being opened, bat
fresh zeal and energy were infused into those in existence, which argued
well {or their fubuve career. They owed a deep debt to their Prov. GLIL
for the state in which the province then was; and when they looked ab
the manner in which he made his talents useful in other parts of the
kingdom, the Craft generally owed himn a deep debt of gratitude. (Loud
cheers).

The Prov. Grand Master replied, his brethren would helieve him when
he said he was not at all insensible to the value of the warm applause
with which his health had been received. He trusted thab he had an
honest pride in the feeling that he was estecmed by his brethren, and
that he had the good will and the good wishes of thoze who were cou-
nected with bis brethren, (Cheers). In alluding to the kind and flad-
tering terws in which his health had been proposed, he thought that his
deputy must have been misled by an amiable weakness o speak of him,
not as he was, bub as a Provincial Grand Master ought really to be. (No,
no). He thanked thein for that disclaimer; but he knew the kindly
feclings of their warm hearts induced them to think and speak of hius
fn & manner which he did not deserve; and he felt deeply gratified by
their kindness on that oceasion. The testimony which they had given
him on many occasions of the regard and esteem in which he was held
among the brethren made hitn proud of the position which he sustained
among them—a position involving {rouble and Jabour, but atbended with
little or no difficulty. If his course had heen an easy one, 1t was becanse
he had their good will.  In speaking of himself they had kindly attri-
buted to talent on his part what was only patient steadiness and fixed-
ness of purpose. They knew that the interests of the province, and of
Freemasonry generally, were the dearest objects of his cave.  With firm
and steady views in that direction a little talent would go a great way.
It there was any method of kindness in his intercourse with the brethren,
it was prompted by the kindness with which he was invariably received
among them. Ie was proud of the co-operation and assistance which
he received from all Lrethren in the provinee, and especially from his
officers ; and here he might remark that if his office occasioned him any
difficulty it avose from the auxiety of knowing that there were forty or
fifty men annually deserving of the purple, and only eight or ten oflices
ab his disposal.  Mis brethren at large would, he knew, give him credit
for cffecting as much as he could ; and thanking them for their renewed
confidence, he trusted that every day and yeur of his life would be an
endeavour to deserve ib. He had great pleasnre in proposing « The
VAV DL Prov, Geand Master, Bro, Ward,” and feelingly alluded to the zeal
and efficiency of his most valuable services. Ina provinee of the extent
of Staffordshire, where Lodges were scattered widely, north and south,
it would be impossible for any single individual to attend to them all,
even if he had the time to devobe to such a purpose. He had the
effective and zealous assistance of the D. Prov. Grand Master, especially
in the superintendence of the northern districts of the province. From
him he received abundant information ; so that if he (the Prov. Grand
Master) was not able to visit the north so frequently as the south, be
was by no means ignorant of what was going on there ; and that infor-
mation was not only backed by the weight of the opinions of one who
had been fifty years a Mason, but whose conduct had been that of steady
progress through life, amd whose excellent conduct had made him an
upright man and a Mason.  He could not sufficiently thank Bro. Ward
for his valuable assistance, especially when he (the Prov. Grand Master)
was away from the provinee, when he knew that his services were freely
given, and were more effective than his own would be under any cir-
cumstances, He placed every confidence in Bro. Ward, in whon, toeo,
every Mason had confidence, That brother had arvived at a goodly time
of life, and they hoped that God would still” bless and preserve his
honowred hairs, so that he might remain among them for many many
years,  (Cheers.)

The V.W.D, Prov. Grand Mastev, who was loudly cheered, said that
the gratifying reception he had met with was alinost too much for o
man of his age.  [n thanking them for the kind manner in which his
health had heen drunk, he could assure them that it was his greatest
ambition and pleasure to stand well with them all, and to exrn the esteem
and approbation of his brethren. After an experience of half a century
he was not likely to e led away, like o young man, by any fancied en-
thusiasin for Masonry, He had outlived anything of that kind; he had
hiad experience enough of it, {or mere enthusiasm too long ago had worn
itself away ; and the longer helived the more he had become attached
to Masonry and his many beother Masons.  He could boast of being the
senior Mason in that room and of the province; he was the eldest of
four living generations, his son being a grandfathier, and had leavut
deeply to value the principles and practice of Masonvy ; and he trusted
that his Tong course had been snch as to justify their approlation and
csteem,

Bro. Trubshaw, in proposing “ The Prov, Grand Wardens and other
Officers of the Prov, Grand Lodge,” after reinarkivg that independently
of Masonry flourishing from the purity of its principles, it was sure to
prosper in that proviuce #o long ag the nune of Vernon, was associated
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with it; and as there were many present who were newly initiated into
its mysteries as well as many who had not had that advantage, he (the
speaker) took the opportunity of telling them that amidst the revolu-
tions of states and empives, of human laws and customs, Masonry had
remained without any material change in its outward forms.  Its pillars
had remained unshaken through the rage of every varied storm. Ibs
stability thus showing the sounduess of its principles aud their confor-
ity to right reason and the best dictates of the human heart, and he
hoped that one and all present would join with him in the prayer that
the Almighty Avchitect of the universe might preserve the edifice pure
and entire to the latest posterity, as it was the agylum of feeble man
against the shofts of adversity, against the perils of strife, and, whab
was more to be dreaded, against the counflict of his own passions. 1t
inculeated this great maxim as, & means of social happiness—that how-
ever separated by sens o distance, distinguished by national character,
or divided into sects, the wholo community of mankind ought o regard
each other as members of the same family, for we are all children of
the same eternal Father. (Checrs).

This toast having been duly responded to, there followed the toasts of
“The Visiting Brethren,” *“ The Ladies ” (to which the Rev. Bro. Lowe
replied), “ The Prov, Grand Stewards,” whose mrangements were highly
and deservedly extolled. *“The Masonic Charities,” *The health of the
Chaplain,” “The Voealists” (replied to by Bro. Pearsall), &e.

Among other distinguished visitors present on the occasion were Bros.
H. C. Vernon, Prov. G.M. of Waorcestershive ; Masefield, P. Prov. 8.G.3V,
Worcestershire; J. Ross, P. Prov. S.G.D., Warwickshire; J. Machin,
P. Prov. 8.G.W., Warwickshire; C. J. Vigne, P. Prov. S.G.W., Somer-
setshive; H. IX. Harvey, P. Prov. S.G.W., Staffordshire; C. Trubshaw,
P. Prov. 8.G:.W., Staffordshire; Col. Hogg, P. Prov. S.G.W, Stafford-
shire; J. Hallam, P. Prov. S.G.W., Staffordshire ; Dr. Burton, P. Prov.
S.G.W, Staffovdshive; C, T. Davenport, I, Prov, 8,G.1W., Staffordshire,
&e., &e.

WALRES, SOUTH.
PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE AT NEATH.

The amual Provineial Grand Lodge was held at the Masonic Hall,
Neath. on Friday, the 5th inst., under the presidency of the R.W. Prov.
G. M. Colonel C. K. Kemeys-Tynte, supported by Bros, Dr. Bird, D). Prov.
G.3L.; M. BMoggridge, Prov. S.G.W.; J. W, Russell, P. Prov. G W.; R.
F. Langley, Prov. G. Reg.; N. B, Allen, Prov. G. Trea. ; Geo. Allen, Prov.
G. Sec.; R. Jones, Prov. J.G.D.; F. D. Michael, Prov. C. Dir. of Cers.;
Wm. Cox, Prov. G. Org., and other proviucial officers and brethren.

The Prov. Grand Lodge having heen opened in solemn form, the
minutes of the proceedings of the last Provincial Grand Meeting, ab
Brecon, were read by the Prov. & Sec., and duly confirmed ; after which
the Prov. . Treasurer’s accounts were received, audited, and passed.

The RV, Prov. Grand Master then called the attention of the brethren
to aletier from the Grand Secretary on the subjact of the Masouic Schools,
in which the R.W. brother appeared to take a strong interest; he urged
the elaims of these institutions forcibly and earnestly, and recommended
the establishment of provincial committees for the purpose of assisting
and extending the udvautages of these exeellent chavitiesn. From the
appeal made by the RV, Prov, G.M., we doubt not that at the ewliest
opportunity the several W. Mz, in the distriet will bring the subject
beiore thoir respective Lodges, and will endeavour to co-operate in this
sood work, .

The wsiinl votes for charitable purposes were then agreed to, viz., the
annnal sabseriptions to the Masonic Schools for Boys and Girls; to
ihe Bwansea Deaf and Dumb Asylum, &e.; also a donation to the Neath
Swheols.  After which the R.W. Prov. CGrand Master appointed his
ofiicers for the ensuing year, in the following order :—Bros. Alexander
Bassett, Prov. S.OLW.; R 8. Langley, Prov. JGAW,.; Theo, Manzel
Talhot, Prov. G. Reg.; Geo Allen, Prov, (t.Sec.; Robt. Jones, Prov. &
G Edward J. Morris, Prov, (WJ.D. ; P, H. Rowland, Prov. G, Supt, of
Warks 5 i 1), Michael, Prov. G. Dir. of Cors. ; Jas. Gawn, Prov.h Org. ;
Llimt and Donaldson, Prov. G Stewards,

Ero. N. B. Allen was unanimously re-elected Prov. G. Treas.

The R, Prov. Grand Master, accompanied by his officers and the
members of the Prov. Grand Lodge, then visited the Neath Lodge,
which was Dield in the new and extensive schoolrooms adjoining the
Masonic Hall, kindly lent for the occasion, and where the mewbers of
the various Lodges of the district were assembled in goodly nambers.
The RAY. Prov. Grand Master was warmly greeted, the brethren, under
the direction of Bro. . D. Michael, Prov. G. Dir. of Cers., giving the cus-
tomary salutes of welcome in good Masonic style.  The B.W. Prov.
Grand Master having acknowledzed the compliment in a very feeling
wd eloguent address, the brethren formed in procession and proceeded
to the parish church, to attend divine service. The sermon was
breaclied Ly the vector, the Rov. John Criffiths, who seleeted for his
text, Bfical vi, 8 “Fle hath shewed thee, O man, what is good, and
what doth the Lovd veguire of thee, bus to do justly and to Jove merey,
md to walk bumbly with thy Ged,” and delivered a most impressive
aud eloguent discourse, which was maost atbentively listened to. The
Wasical service was well performed by an efficient choir. DBro. Dr.
Wastfield, Prov. G. Org. for the western division, presided ab the organ,

At the conclusion of the service, the brethren returned to the Lodge-
Yoo in the sune order, (pieceded by the excellens band of Mr. H
ol the Fovest Tin Works, who had Kindly placad thelr scrvices
Hisposal of the brethren for the day), passing thiough the principal

streets, which presented a very lively appearance, the windows and
balconies being filled with ladies and interested spectators.

The usual collection for charity was then made, and the amount

liberally contributed was, at the suggestion of the R.W. Prov. Grand
Master, placed at the disposal of the rector for the poor of the town.
After which the R, Prov, Grand Master and his officers returned to
the Provineial Grand Lodge, which was closed in antient and soleran
form. —_—
The brethren re-assembled at the Castle Hotel, at four o’clock, when
about ninety sat down to partake of the excellent fare provided for them
by Bro. Hancock ; and during the dinner the band played scveral choice
selections, contributing much to their gratification.

After the removal of the clotli, the R.W. Prov. Grand BMaster gave
the custowary loyal and Masonic toasts. The health of the R. W. Prov.
Grand Master was proposed in graceful terms by the D. Prov. Grand
Master, Dr. Bird, and drunk with full Masonic:honours and the
areatest enthusiasm. After responding to the toast, the R.W. brother
vacabed the chaiv, which was taken by Bro. M. Moggridge, the P. Prov.
S.(L W, and W.M. of the Swansea Lodge.

Bros. Dr. Wastfield and Geo. Allen successively presided at the piano-
forte, and the pleasure of the evening was much enhanced by the excel-
lent singing of these brethren, and also of Bros, Gawn, Jno. Jones,
H. W, Williams, Angel X. Smith, and others.

The greatest praise is due to Bro. P. H. Rowland, W". M. of the Neath
Lodge, for the excellent mamer in which everything was arranged fovr
the convenience of the brethren, which gave comp'ete satisfaction, The
brethren sepavated atan early hour, having passed o most agreeable day.

The next Provincial Grand Lodge will be ‘he]d at Aberdare.

. \
MARK MASONRY ,
I

PROVINCIAL.

Brrrexarasn.—Joppe Ladge (No, 5, 8.C).—The Brethren of this Lodge
held their usual meeting at the Park Hotel, July 27th, 1859, Bro. J. P,
Platt, R.W.3L, in the chair; there was a good attendance of the officers.
The following brethren were advanced to the degree of Mark Masters:—
Bros. J. B. Hughes No. 864 ; Jas. D. Casson, No, 864; S. G. Broom-
head, No. 245; T. J. Markbham, No. 232; W. G. Pinchin, No, 310,

THE WEEKXK.

Tur Courr.—On ¥riday.afternoon Her Majesty and the Prince Conzort
embarked on board the Victoria and Alberi at Oshorne on a cruise of
several days. The Queen was alzo accompanied by several of the royal
children. They visited the islands of Guernsey, Jersey and Alderney,
and were everywhere received with enthusiasi, avriving safely at Osborne
on Monday morning. There have been no ors at Osborne House this
week.  Tuesday was the Duchess of Kent's bivthday, and was celebrated
in a very quieb way. Prince Alfred has returned from his visit to his
brother in Edinburgh.

Foreray News.—~The great Paris event of the week has been the
celebration of the fé/es on Sunday and Monday. On the former day the
entry of the troops into Paris took place. The emperor and his suite pro-
ceeded along the Boulevards from the Bastile to the Place Vendime
unidst the acelamations of the crowd, which was imnnense. The defiling
of the troops terminated at hall-past two, pan.  The empress and the
prince imperial weve stationed at the Place Venddme. Before the defile
was over a tremendous shower fell, and rain continued during the even-
ing, diminishing the eftect of the illuminations, whiel othervwise were of
a very brilliant description. The reception of the troops, which was
most enthusiastic along the boulevards, was very cold in the faubourg.
At the banquet given to the principal chiefs of the army of Italy, at the
Tuileries, the cmperor exprossed regret to see separating so soon the
elements of a force so well organized and redoubtable. %A part of our
soldiers,” said his majesty, “are going to return to their hearthz., You
also are going to resume the occupations of peace.  Nevertheless,
do not forget what we lhave done together. If France has done so
much for a friendly people, what would she not do for her own
independenee 7" The short speech contained no political allusion.
T'wo facts of importance are, the formation of a large camp at Lille,
under the command ot Marshal Niel, anl the announcement in the
Monitenr of a full ammnesty to all individuals who have been cen.
demned for political crimes, or who have been the objects of measures
of general saiety. The detatls of this important measure will be looked
for with great intevest.——On Monday, at Milw, a solemn féfe was
celebrated in honowr of Napoleon. In the morning a e Deumn was
performed in the adhedeal, in the presence of the king, Marshal
Vaillant and other officers, the magistrates, and the national guard in
grand gala dress.  After dinner a spectacle took place in the avena, the
expenses of which were defrayed by the municipality, and the receipts
destined  for the wounded,  The king, Prince Carignan, Marshual
Vaillant, and about -£0,000 people weve present. The name of Napoleon
was recejved everywhere with acclumations,  Connt Avese has wyived
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at Turin.  An ammnesty for small offences has been published.—-—
From Tlorence we learn by telegraph that the proposition of Signor
Ginori, as to the incompatibility of the dynasty of Lorraine to govern
Tuscany has been agreed to unanimously, and a proposition carried by
the assembly that it is the firm will of Tuscany to form part of the
kingdom of Italy under King Vietor Emmanuel. The mayor of Parma
has addressed a letter to the Patrie, giving a positive contradiction to
the report of a revolutionary movement baving hroken out in that city.
"The real wishes of the duchy of Parma with regard to the anuexation to
Picdmont were to be ascertained on the 14th, by a plebiscite, or declara-
tion of the people, on the matter. Cieneral Garibaldi has accepted the
chief command of the forces of Central Italy.——All the accomnts
from Vienna state that there ix a great desive for reform in Austria.
——The Chamber of Deputies at Munich have vejected the motion for
the formation of a central CGerman power.——The last accounts from
Berlin vepresent the state of the King of Prussia as very serious——
New York news is of very slight importance. President Buchanan has
positively declined to become a candidate for re-election.  The affajvs
of Mexico remain in a most unsettled state. Cencral Degollada was
sparing for a new campaign. The advices from California are to the
11th July. Great excitement existed in Nevada and Bl Dorado counties
in consequence of the new and extensive gold discoveries in Walker’s
River, A tarible railway accident had occurred in Albany, a train
being precipitated in a creek, by which fifteen persons losh their lives,

CoroxtaL—The Purana has arrived at: Southampton with theWest India
mail. The Paramatie was still ashore when the mail left St. Thomas’s
on the 1st inst. Business is reported as rathor dull in the islands, but
the sugm erops were looking well.  Health of the islands generally
favourable.

IMPERIAT, PARLIAMENT.—On Saturday, in the 1{ousE or Lorps, after
several petitions had been presented, and the Royal consent given by
commission to various public *and private bills, the Queen’s speech was
vead by the Lovrd Chancellor. The commission of prorogation was then
read, bringing the session to a close. In the Housn or Coanross, on
the motion of My, Bland, new writs were ordered for Liskeard, in the
room of Mr. Clrey, now one of the commissioners of Her Majesty’s Cus-
toms 3 for Hertford, in the room of My, Cowper, who has accepted the
office of Vice President of the Board of Trade; and for Berwick-on-
Tweed, in the room of Mr. Earle, who has accepted the Chiltern Hun-
dreds. Mr., Westhead then drew attention to the report of the com-
mittee on the Pontefiact compromise, and moved that the report of the
committec be read. Ile said that as Mr. Childers could not be
replaced in his former position, Mr., Overend, as a man of honour,
should vesign the seat. Ay Selwyn thought that such o eomrse
was uncalled for and unjust, and suggested that the order for the
discharge of the Pontefract clection petition he itself” discharged.
Mr. Selwyn afterwards withdrew his motion, and the proposition of
Mr. Overend was then adopted, that Mr, Childers should be replaced
in his former position, Mr. Gregson asked the Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs when he oxpected the treaty with China would be
ratified. Lord J. Russell could not say exactly when the treaty would
e ratified, but he believed there would be no unnceessary delay. The
government would require the Chinese to fully carry out the condition
of the treaty, and would invite an ambassador from that cowrt. Lord
lJileho moved an address for copies of reports relative to the instruction
of volunteersin the government musketry schiool at Hythe., After some
observations from 8. Herbert, as to the wish of the government to forward
these volunteer corps, Lord Palmerston said that ninely such corps had
alreadly been formed, and other such corps were in course of formabion.
The government was most anxious to cneourage them, hut were still
more anxious to encowrage volunteer artillery corps along the consts of
the kingdom. The motion was agreed to. The spenker soon after pro-
ceeded to the House of Lords to hear the royal commission vead for the
prorogation of the present session.  On his return he read her Majesty's
most gracious speech at the table, and the members separated,

Gryeran Hoxe News.—Two Cabinet Councils were held this week at
the official residence of Lord Palmerston. ——At the clection of a new
member for Devonport, in the place of Mr, Wilson, the candidates were
My, Fervand, Conservative, and Mr. Buller, Whig. The latter was
returned by a majority of 75. The Registrar General’s returns ex-
hiibit a further, though slight, decrease in the nmumber of deaths for the
past week ; but the public health, the Registrar adds, is far from being
in a satisfactory condition. The total number of deaths was 1,296;
those from diarrhea numbering 296. The number of births was
1,762, A melancholy catastrophe is reported in the loss of the
British ship Blenkeim, in the Bay of Bengal. Her commander (Capt.
Headley), the second ofticer, and eleven of the crew went down with the
ill-fated vessel.——On Saturday morning & ship lying in the Wear, at
Sunderland, was reduced alnost to a wreck by an explosion of gus,
The vessel was loaded with coal ready for sca, and the cargo hadl
cvidently generated a large quantity of hydrogen gas, which beeame
ignited by alight inadvertently brought into the cabin, A number of
persons were also seriously injured by the aceident.~—3r, Wakley has
resumed the adjourned inquest on the hody of Klizaheth Ireshfield, at
Ball's Pond, whose death ocewrred through an attempt to procnre
abortion. Tt will be recollected that a person named Clement
Jolm Carnell, who passed as her husband, committed suicide im-
mediately after the death of the unfortunate woman,  Very

little additional evidence could he obtained, and, after a short
deliberation, the jury returned a vedict of dMurder against Carnell.
"The trial of Dr. Thomas Smethurst, for the murder of Isabella Banks,
at Richmond, was resumed on Monday morning, before Lord Chief
Baron Pollock. It will be recollected that the prisoner is charged with
the murder of a lady named Tsabella Banks, by administering to her
constantly cither of arsenie or antimony, or some other irvitant poison.
He was o married man; bui he had gone through the ceremony of
marriage with the deceased shovtly before her death, and he had induced
her to make a will in his favour, under which e would have come into
possession of about £1,800. M. Sergeant Ballantine opened the case
for the prosecution, Dr. Julius being the first witness examined.
Besides his, some other medical testimony was taken.  Dr. Taylor was
examined at considerable length as to the result of his analysis, and gave
it as his opinion that death had been produced by the administration of
irvitant poisons.  Mr. Serjeant Parry then made a Jong and able addvess
on behalf of the prisoner, and proceeded to call Dr. Richardson, who
gave evidence for the defence. This witness, whose cross examination
was still proceeding when the court rvose, stated the result of certain
experiments he had made with poisons on dogs. The impression secmed
to be, however, that from the mode of carrying out those experiments
they had not much bearing on the present case. T'he trial lasted all the
week, and was not concluded at the time of our going to press. The
funds yesterday were vather weaker, and prices closed about one-cighth
per cont., lower, the final quotation of Congols being 95} to &.

ProviprNt AND CHARTPABLE INSTITUTIONS.—In a country like Eng-
land, exhibiting sach profusion of charity — where science, the arts,
and eommerce, the church, and the naval and military professions can
each point to its Asylum, where the orphan is clothed and educated, and
the aged, whose only sins are poverty and misfortune, is enabled to end
his days in comfort, agriculburc — employing the largest invested
capital, representing as she does the most important interest of the
country—stands unrepresented in this glorious list, unable to show any
refuge for the unfortunate British farmer, or any asylum where his
orphan can find a home, or his widow a resting place. This lamentable
fact has not escaped the notice of some philanthropie gentlemen, con-
spicious among whom is Alr. Alderman Mechi, who has brought to bear
upon the preject of a new Royal Agricultural Benevolent College the
same energy wiieh has so success{ully characterised his life in the pue-
suits of commerce and agriculture. It i3 his desire to see established a
greab institution worthy of the wealth and patriotism of Dritish
farmers, and affording a secure refuge to their decayed brethren and
the widows and orphans of those who have been less fortunate in life
than themselves. The project was first agitated in June only of the
present year ; bub such a hearty response has been made to the worthy
alderman’s appeal, that alrcady more than three hundred leading
members of the agriculbwral intevest have given in their adhesion,
including such names as the Dukes of Rutland and Richinond, Earl
Howe, Lord Wharneliffe, Lord Combermere, Lord Ashley, AP, Lord
Burghley, ALP., the Lord Mayor, Lord Leconfield, and Lord Henry
Thynne, AL.P. We need hardly point out that some of these names are
well known and respected in the Ovder; and, considering what o large
number of Fnglish Freemasons are connected with agricultural pursuits,
we are sure that we shall not in vain recommend the rising institution
to the favourable notice of the brethren,

TO CORRESPONDENTS,

“Tup GRAND LODGE OF THE PrILaprLrHEs,”—We are compelled to
defer the communication of M, Duquesnes until next week.

Rovar Grosien Lopti.—The report of the meeting of this Lodge, on
the 11th inst., only reached us on the eve of going to press. We are,
therefore, only able to give o very much condensed account of the in-
teresting proceedings.

Bro. Roneer Stuss,—The question has been considered in Committen
of Girand Chapter, and we have no doubt will be officially noticed. The
transaction took place so far hack that we do not see any nse in further
alluding to it. The truth is, it is a great mistake to allow the samc
brother to be Prov. Grand Master under both the English and Seottish
constitutions, Much ol what took place in Canada was attributable to
that eause—though, doubtless, the brother acted conscientiously, thougl,
as we think, mistakenly in his proceedings.

“A”—In the Book of Constitutions, p. 18, is the following rule :—
“Brethren of eminence and ability, who have vendored service to the
Craft, may, by a vote of the q~1'a11(1 Lodge, duly confirmed, be consti-
tuted members of the Grand Lodge, with such rank and distinetion as
may be thought proper.”  There is no power, however, so far as we can
see, to make honorary Prov, Grand Officers; nor is it likely that any
attempt will he made b0 conler honorary vank on any Lrother unless
under extraordinary cirenmstances, such as a prinee of the blood be-
coming a member of the order; the (hand Lodge having nop;é;tivcd @t
proposition of the Grand Master to confer honorary rank on a Past Asst.
G, Dir, of Cers., who had served the Craft for nearly fwenty years,




