
GRAND LODGE,

LONDON, SATUZDAT, DECEMBER 17, 1804.

THE BOAKD OF BENEVOLENCE .
Several important questions were discussed at

Graud Lodge last week wliicli are worthy of more
than a passing notice—involving, as they do,
principles of some moment to the Graft.

Beginning with the beginning, we would direct
attention to the discussion which arose, at the
instance of the Grand Registrar, on a recommen-
dation from the Board of Benevolence to grant a
sum of £50 for the relief of a brother of the
Silurian Lodge, Newport; the learned brother
who mooted the question very properly expressing
an opinion that Grand Lodge should not be called
upon to confirm these grants without being put in
possession of the facts upon which they were
granted, and that some member of the Board of
Masters ought to be present to give that informa-
tion . In this instance there was no difficulty in
giving the information required, as it appeared
that more than one of the members of the Board
present in Grand Lodge were themselves dissatis-
fied with the amount of the grant—it being repre-
sented in the certificate from the Silurian Lodge
that the brother had been twenty-six years a sub-
scribing member of the [lodge, whereas it appeared
that lie had only actually been so about twelve
years, the lodge having, since 1849, considered
him as an honorary member, and paid his quar-
terage to the Fund of Benevolence. The return,
therefore, was in opposition to the requirements
of the " Book of Constitutions," which states
that it shall set forth the number of years (being
not less than two) the brother has been fr au
actual contributing member, pay ing the stipulated
subscription to the funds of a regula r lodge, as
well as quarterage to the Fund of Benevolence. "

Fortunately for the petitioner, there were not
wanting in Grand Lodge several members who
knew him, and bore testimony to the great value
his services had been, not only to the lodge of
which he was a member, but to Masonry generally
throughout the district in which his lot has been
cast ; and the vote was therefore confirmed.

We do not complain of this j but we have long-
had reason to be dissatisfied with the manner in
which petitions are dealt with by the Board of
Benevolence, and the relief that is meted out,
without a fair regard to the position which the
petitioners have held, the lodges from which they

' come, and their real services to Masonry. The
Board is too apt to regard only the length of time a
brother has been a subscribing member of a lodge,
having no evidence before them of the amount of
subscriptions,—many brethren paying as much or
more in five years than others in thirty, or even in
one hundred. As an instance, we may mention
that we once visited a lodge in the North of Eng-
land, where the subscription was 2 s. a month (out
of which the brother was entitled to refreshment)
and 6d. quarterage for the Fund of Benevolence—¦
no expense being, as far as we could ascertain, in-
curred on account of the Provincial Grand Lodge;
whilst, in another lodge we visited, the members
paid Is. 6d. per quarter and 6d. for refreshment
every time they attended—the house at which the
lodge was held being without a parallel in London,
unless it be in Wapping, or some of the back
streets of St. Giles's or Seven Dials. To give to
members of such lodges relief in sums varying
from £40 to £50 is evidently out of all proportion
to the like amount to the members of the metro-
jDo litan, Yorkshire, Lancashire, or other lodges
where exertions are made to maintain the dignity
and character of the Craft—the relief so given,
being in many instances equal to twelve or eighteen
months7 income of the recipients, even in their most
prosperous days.

In all cases of petitions brought before the Board
of Benevolence, it should be made obligatory that
the by-laws of the lodge should be produced, and
some information given as to what had been about
the annual income of the petitioner when he is de-
scribed to have been of " respectable circiua-
stances." Some regard should also be had, as
Bro. Havers truly remarked, to the state of our
funds ; for, by too large grants to indifferent cases,
the Board and Grand Lodge are crippled in afford-
ing proper relief when a really deserving' case
comes before it. Far be it from us to insinuate
that any of the petitioners who received grants of
£30 or £50 last week were not deserving, as, with
one exception, we know nothing of the cases ; but
we trust in future that we shall be furnished with
such information as may enable Grand Lodge
fairly to consider the cases on the facts before
them. We would suggest, however, that instead
of members of the Board of Benevolence being
required to attend Grand Lodge prepared to give
information on the subject, and thereby lengthen
the proceedings to the detriment of the most im-
portant business of the evening, that a slight ab-



struct of each case should be printed on the agenda
paper of the evening, which iu most cases would
be sufficiently satisfactory ; and , where it was not
so, would form the basis for questions to be asked
and further information afforded.

Whilst on the subject of the relief granted by
the Board of Benevolence, we must be allowed to
reiterate the opinion we .have often expressed,
that the whole system requires amendment, so as
to adapt it to the largely increased importance of
the Order, and prevent the scandal—which it was
intended to do—of begging from lodge to lodge,
or constant appeals to the purses of any brother
whose address can be ascertained. In this respect,
we believe that no part of the kingdom is so
badly situated as the metropolis. In Liverpool,
Manchester, Birmingham, and other towns there
is a regular organisation for the immediate relief
of the distressed, and the detection of imposture ;
thereby relieving the lodges and brethren from
much importunity, whilst the really deserving
never seek for aid in vain.

We trust that, when our new buildings are
completed, an arrangement may be entered
into by which some brother or brothers may be
enabled to grant immediate relief to wayfarers and
others, requiring it, to an amount to be fixed, all
such cases to be reported at the monthly meeting
of the Board of Benevolence; and that other
measures may be adopted for the classification and
efficient relief of all applicants. But the more
especially do we require a system of immediate
relief, to prevent imposture on the brethren, and
in the interests of humanity itself ; for, surely in
no case does the old adage of " a bird in hand
being worth two in a bush " so well apply as in
the case of charity, £2 down being often a far
greater boon to a manthan£5 a month hence, during
which period he is forced to vagabondise about,
and fall into the hands of parties who afford him
a roof over his head, with an occasional crust,
speculating on the amount they will hereafter
receive from the funds of Grand Lodge, which
are, of course, in such a case misapplied. Having
on more than one occasion had to visit brethren
at their residences, in compliance with the rule
of the " Book of Constitutions/'' we have seen
instances of this which we could not well mistake,
and in one case in particular £5 were awarded to
a brother whom we had cautioned from the first
he could not expect more than £2 or £3 ; whilst
the lower amount would in the firs t instance have

been gratefully received. And we doubt whether,
in the lo2ig run, the £5 did him so much g-ood
as £2 would have done when he first came to
London ; for the brother had no claim upon
English Masonry beyond the fact that he was in
distress, and hailed from a foreign Constitution.

We regard the jjresent system of granting relief
in very man}'- other respects as defective ; and
though we know that great and not altogether
unfounded prejudices exist against interfering with
or superseding—to which we ourselves object—
the power or constitution of the Board of Masters,
we trust that some kind of inquiry may be entered
into at no distant date, with the view of amending,
not destroying, the machinery by which relief is
granted.

We have entered into this subject at so much
greater length than we had intended, that we
must again postpone our remarks on the other
portions of the proceedings of Grand Lodge.

FREEMASONRY IN ITALY.
In one of the last numbers of the Leipzig

Fvcimaurer Zeitung an excerpt is given from an
official document lately issued, and containing the
following list of Masonic corporation s on the main-
land of Italy, working under the auspices of the
Palermo High Council of the Scottish Rite :—

1. A general council of inspecting members.
Mariano Maresca, 33 (Merchant) ; Saverio Friscia,
33 (Physician, ex-Member of the Chamber of De-
puties) ; Luigi Zuppetta, 31 (Doctor Legens of
Law, Deputy); Giuseppe Pavia, 31 ; Achille Du-
plessis, 31 (Barrister, and Common Councillor) ;
Vincenzo Miranda, 31.

2. An Areopage, i.e., a lodge consisting of
brethren from the 19th to 30th Scottish degree,
all of whom are entitled to work in these degrees ;
Bro. Zuppetta, thrice mighty Grand Master.

o. A sublime Chapter of Most Venerable and
Perfect Knights of the Rose and Cross : name of
the Atersata not stated.

4. The Lodge Figli delF Etna ; Giuseppe
Pavia, Master.

5. The Lodge Fede Italica, formerly conducted
b}r Bro. Achille Dnplessis, who has been compelled
to resign; at present it is superintended by Bro.
Altobelli, First Inspector. This lodge, we are
informed, consists of "bad elements."

G. The Lodge Costanti nella Fede Italica ; Vin-
cenzo Miranda, Master.



7. The Lodge Venoviana ; Giuseppe Circalese,
Master.

8. The Lodge Partenopei-Risorti ; Saverio Ra-
gusa, Master.

9. The Lodge Speranza nell' Emancipazione
Universale (Hope in Universal Emancipation) ;
Father Gabriele da Viareggio, formerly a monk,
Master.

10. The Lodge Figii di Garibaldi ; Gaetane
Valerieni, Master.

11. The Lodge Luce d' Italia ; Francesco Sa-
verio Falletti, Master.

12. The Lodge Luce e Progresso ; Carlo Al-
dieri, Master .

The whole of these twelve Masonic corporations
held their meetings in Naples, Strada Monte di
Dio, No. 9, on the third floor. The temple is very
elegantly decorated in the Egyptian style. On the
wall at the back of the Master's seat is suspended ,
in a golden frame, a small piece of the drawers
worn by G aribaldi on the Day of Aspromonte.
(" Risum teneatis amici," adds the correspondent
of the Frevmaurer Zeitung.)

The following eight provincial lodges belong to
the same federation :—

13. In Salerno, the Lodge Giovanni da Procida;
Frederico la Monaca, Master.

14. In Torrento, the Lodge Figli della Fede
Italica ; G ennaro Maria Pisano, Master.

15. At Accadia, the Lodge Appuli Irpini ;
Rocco BarbalatOj Master .

16. At Senise, Lodge Garibaldopoli Lucano-
Ionica ; Alfonso Tramontane, Master.

17. The operations of the Serrao Lucano Lodge,
of Chiaramonte Basilicata, are conducted by Alfonso
Michele Tramontano, Master.

18. At Foggia, the Lodge Dauni costanti nel
dovere ; Pietro de Plato, Master.

19. At Barletta-j the Lodge Progresso Filau-
tropica ; Ignazio delli Santi, Master.

20. At Giojosa, a small town of Calabria Ultra,
there is the Lodge Figli di Selenco ; Luigi Ama-
durij Master .

It appears that most of these lodges exist only
on the paper in their Masonic capacity—that in
reality they are nothing but disguised committees
of the Provvedimento (republican clubs). The
most respectable of these lodges are those working
in Naples, especially the Figli dell' Etna Lodge.

At one of the last meetings of the Naples Libbia
d'oro Lodge, a motion was made by the Master,
Bro. Settembrini, to prohibit duels amongst bre-

thren. This motion was strongly impugned b
several speakers, and one of them referred to
Cicero's Orati o pro domo sua, to oppose the pro-
position. A committee, consisting of members of
the Lodges Figli dell' Etna, Fede Italica, and Libbia
d'oro, has been appointed to examine and report
upon the motion.

ANTI-MASONRY.
The following virulent letter was published in

the Gentleman 's Magazine for April, 1737. It is
frequently referred to by Masonic writers ; and
now that the true spirit of the Order is more
widely understood, it may be interesting to the
brethren to glance at an attack which was designed
for the purpose of blackening the Craft in the
eyes of the public, and which assuredly exercised
no small influence over the minds of the uninitiated
at that time :—

"FREEMASONS, A DANGEROUS SOCIETY.
" Amongst all the various instances of our advantage

over other nations in point of liberty, there is one so
very remarkable, that it deserves your most serious con-
sideration. I mean the toleration of . that mysterious
society called Ereemasons, who have been lately sup-
pressed—not only in -France, but in Holland—as a dan-
gerous race of men ; whereas here they are permitted to
hold their private meetings in every part of the town,
and oven to. appear in publiok procession with the en-
signs of their Order.

" Indeed , I have often wondered that they have not been
laid under some restraints, even in England; for though
our present most excellent Ministers have always pre-
served a sacred regard to liberty, I think no Government
ought to suffer such clandestine assemblies, where plots
against the State may be carried on , under the pretence
of brotherly love and good fellowship.

" The Act of Toleration does not allow of private con-
venticles, even in cases of conscience ; but injoins that
all places of Divine worship shall be, not only licensed ,
but publick. Shall more indul gence be granted Co this
incomprehensible fraternity, who do not preten d, so far
as I ever heard, to plead conscience or auy j 'ubhak emolu-
ment in their behalf?

" They derive their ori ginal, as I am imformed, from
the building of Babel , which everybody knows was an
audacious attempt against Heaven ; insomuch, that God
himself thought fit to defeat their design , by the confu-
sion of tongues, that such impious offenders might not
understand one another. Bub, on the contrary, our
modern Masons pretend to an universal dumb language,
by which people of all nations upon the face of the
earth, who are initiated into their mysteries, can easily
converse together by the help of certain signs, known
only to themselves.

"It is likewise said that, hy the same signs, they can
oblige any of their brethren to leave off work, and follow
them wherever they please—a power which may be,
some time or other, turned to a very ill use.

" The concord and unanimity which reigns so remark-
ably amongst them is very surprising; for, though they
are composed of all nations, parties, and religions, we
are told that there hath not happened the least quarrel
or disturbance in any of their assemblies.

" That impenetrable secrecy, for which they are so
famous, is likewise matter of just suspicion, and seems



to indicate that there is something in their nocturnal
rites and ceremonies which they are afraid of having
discovered.

" For this reason , they not onty lock themselves into
the room where they meet, and suffer none to wait on
them, except brethren ; but upon all extraordinary occa-
sions a contiuel is placed at the outside of the door with
a drawn sword in his hand , to prevent all discoveries.

"This is not the only mark of their being a military
order ; for it is very observable that they give their
chief officer the title of Grand Master—in imitation , I
presume, of the Knights of Malta; nay, ho hath a sword
of State carried before him , almost as large and as richly
ornamented as that of his Majesty.

" This sword was presented to them , as I am inform'd,
by a great Roman Catholick peer—with what view I shall
not take upon myself positively to determine.

" There seems likewise to bo something emblematical
in their gloves and aprons ; a glove is only another word
for a gauntlet, which is a piece of armour for the hand.
Au apron is indeed a proper badge of Masonry in its
literal sense ; but it is likewise a term in gunnery for a
flat piece of lead to cover the touch-hole of a cannon ,
when it is loaded ; and I leave it to my superiors to jud ge
whether it may not be made use of by the Ereemasons
to typify something like it.

"It further deserves notice how artfull y they have
dispersed themselves, in different lodges, thro' all parts
of the kingdom , and particularl y in this great metropolis,
as if it were on purpose to beat up for volunteers—in
which they not only admit Turks, Jews, and infidels , but
even Jacobites, Non-jurors , and Papists themselves.

" They keep their proceedings so very private that it
is impossible to guess what seal of secrecy they have in-
vented, which is able to tj-c up the mouths of such mul-
titudes, whom the most solemn oaths could not bind
upon any other occasions.

" I wish it may not be somewhat like that horrid obli-
gation which Catiline administered to his fellow con-
spirators.

"Upon the whole, this mysterious society hath too
much the air of an inquisition , whore everything is
transacted in the dark.

" It may be said that a learned and worthy divine of
the Church of England hath , long ago, publish'd the
"Institution of the Ereemasons," which contains nothing
but what is perfectl y innocent, and proves them to be
rather a whimsical than a dangerous and formidable
sect. But I mnst observe that this book seems designed
rather to amuse than to inform the world ; for it is not
to be supposed that he would reveal those boasted mys-
teries in which the very essence of the society consists.

"But the most material argument is, that there are
so many of the nobility, gentry, and oven the clergy, of
the most undoubted affection to his Majesty 's person,
family, and government, in this society ; and. that, as it
will be impossible to carry on any wicked designs against
him without their knowledge, so it cannot bo supposed
that they will concur iu them , or conceal them. Bub,
with all dnc deference to these honourable and reverend
persons, I beg leave to give my opinion that this argu-
ment is very fallacious, and upon which we can have no
sure dependence; for I apprehend that the obli gation
which the Freemasons take, to be of such a nature that
the blackest conspiracies or machinations will not allow
them to break through it. Besides, how can we be sure
that those persons, who are known to be well affected ,
are let into all their mysteries ? They make no scruple
to acknowledge that there is a distinction between Pren-
tices and Master Masons ; and who knows whether they
may not have a hi gher order of cabalists, who keep the
grand secret of all entirely to themselves ?

"It may be asked, perhaps, in what plots, or ill designs
of any sort, they have been engaged since the first foun-
dation of their society ? This question is nob easily an-
swer'd; their principles and actions are so unfathomable

that no one can , with certainty, say in what they are
concern' A, or not concem'd; but I cannot help thinking
them at the bottom of one affair—I mean the late tumult
at Edinburgh , and the murder of Captain Porteus ; which
was concerted and executed with so much unanimity and
secrecy, that none but a mob of Freemasons could be
guilty of it, without the discovery of one person in. so
numerous a multitude as were concerned in the perpe-
tration of that atrocious fact.

"I am glad that a law is likely to he pass'd, in the
nature of the Black Act, for preventing such riots, for
the future, by trying the authors of them in England
for, if the Scots will not find one another guilty, there
is all the reason in the world they should be try'd by au
impartial jury , who know nothing of them , or their cha-
racters ; and I hope to see the Freemasons included in
the same Bill, for they may be properly said to go iu
disguise.

"I know these men are generally looked upon , in
England, as a parcel of idle people, who meet together
onlv to make merry, and play some ridiculous pranks ;
but it is very plain that the wise Governments of France
and Holland look upon them in a very different light;
and I humbl y hope to see my own country follow the
example of the latter, at least, by suppressing such dan-
gerous assemblies.

" But if a botal suppression should be thought incon-
sistent with our free Constitution, and most incomparable
Government , I have an alternative to offer ; which is,
to lay a double ' tax upon all Freemasons, as there hath
been so many years upon the Papists.

" I flatter myself that this scheme will not prove dis-
agreeable, at present, when great sums of money are
wanted, and ways and means are so veiy hard to be
found. I am sure it will be more acceptable to the ge-
nerality of mankind, or, at least, of womankind, than the
reduction of interest to 3 percent., without any redemp-
tion of taxes; for, as the ladies have a very bad opinion
of the Freemasons, and are incapable of being admitted
into that Order, they will never complain of any tax
being laid upon keeping a secret, which they are nob
lot into themselves.

" l a m, Sir, &c, «*#»*'•

VENTILATION.
From a paper by Mr. Oliver , read at the meeting of Northern

Architectural Association.
Nothing could be more opposed to the ascer-

tained principles of modern science than the ar-
rangement of our ancient Mediasval towns. The
good old architects and builders seem to have had
no more idea of levels than they had of nerves 1
Go-ahead men, they planted their cathedrals on a
piece of table-land on the summit of a hill, and
they drawled their streets up to it, house by house,
irrespective of the conformation of the ground.
The streets were apparently made for neighbours
from opposite sides to shake hands with each other.
Story after story of their houses projected over
the other, as if the sun were a nuisance and fresh
air a j ioison. Steps would not unfrequently go
doivn to their dwelling rooms, and it was quite a
customary thing for the privileged free burgess to
be able to touch every ceiling in his house.

We in Newcastle rejoice in the possession of
many of these relics. The Broad Chare—nearly
15ft. broad on an average—and other chares and
courts, we can boast of. But what have we to
lament ? In these neighbourhoods—and I refer



now more especially to those avenues which
branch off from the Stock Bridge to the Quayside
—there is an atmosphere in which oxygen and
nitrogen form but a veiy small proportion. The
sun never penetrates these localities ; they are
uniformly damp, I may say wet ; a peculiar slimy
mud adheres to everything about, even the walls
on either side for at least a yard upwards ; and
the smell—the peculiar smell !—not exactly the
" concentrated essence of sink," but a dilution of
street sweepings, sewer exhalations, and deconT-
posing—what in the vernacular is called " clarts !"
And yet our merchants have their offices in some
of these places ! Tt is not surprising that many
of them die before attaining the meridian of life.

It has been said that, for longevity, these locali-
ties will hold their position amongst the best in
the town. That may be. But why ? Among
the poorer classes the delicate all die off in infancy
or youth. Naturally of a hardier constitution
than those who are the offspring of the delicate as
well as the strong, when thej do become acclima-
tised—and nature is very accommodating to the
healthy—they not unfrequently become octoge-
narians, or centenarians. But how many fall in
youth and in manhood ? Perhaps they do not
average twenty-five years taken altogether ! As
illustrating the anomalies of nature, I remember
reading in the Builder, many years ago—to the
editor of which publication I am indebted for
more than my interest in ventilation, and to whose
pages, during the preparation of this paper, I have
had occasion to recur—of a woman who resided
in London, and fell into ill-health : her medical
adviser ordered her into the. country for change of
air. She went. But she grew gradually worse
day by day. After careful consultation, it was
found that in London the front door of her house
opened upon the gully-hole of a drain, the am-
monia from which was indispensable to her comfort
and her health. Of course—as the tales have it—
she lived there ever afterwards. But is that a good
reason why every front door should be placed op-
posite a gully-hole ?

London, Paris, Liverpool, Edinburgh, New-
castle, and other pa r excellence architectural
towns, in modern' times, have adopted the objec-
tionable plan of building their houses in a quad-
rangular form, enclosing a space in the middle.
The objection to this is, that a free current of air
cannot traverse from end to end of the space so
enclosed. The new parts of Sunderland furnish
the best street-ventilating plan that I have yet
seen. Both back aud front are open. There are
no archways, enclosing yards, midden-steads,
privies, and filthy back lanes : the eye extends
from one end to the other. And next to ventila-
tion, lig ht is a capital thing.

I feel it my duty to draw attention, at this
point, to the fact that in this town—more especially
in the higher portions of it—the drains are all
nntrapped, and consequently become ventilators

of nuisance, smells, and disease ; and that the
streets, being badly swept, give out a large
amount of ammonia, owing to the overfilling of
the manure-carts. Go over Northumberland-
street and neighbourhood any morning before
ten o'clock, and you will find litter from stables
spread over a few thousand yards, sufficient to
create an epidemic. And when the horse fairs
are held in the town, why, it is not only dangerous
in more senses than one, but immoral.

Open spaces in towns must greatly facilitate
ventilation ; and where these are planted with trees,
shrubs, and flowers, as the squares of London are,
they must be of great benefit to the neighbour-
hoods ; for trees absorb carbonic acid, and give
out oxygen.

Once upon a time, before Newcastle was deluged
with smoke, the green grass and the tall poplars
of the Forth were an attraction to the inhabitants.
Now, a large railway station occupies its site. To
whom did it belong ? I mean the Forth with the
grass and the trees. It belonged to the people of
Newcastle ; and if I am not misinformed, the
corporation who sold the people's land said, when
they did so, that they would provide another place
equally useful and equally beautiful ; but have they
done so ? Where is it ? Is it on the Leazes or
on the Moor ? No; and the freem en—unkind
both to man and beast—won't allow a tree to be
planted or a shrub to be grown there ! They have
hundreds of acres, all of which are surrounded
with trees—a proof that trees will grow in the
vicinity of Newcastle ; and except the water-rush,
nothing but third-rate grass vegetates on these
fine and extensive lands. Professor Johnston
says, "Every green leaf that waves on field or
tree, sucks in, during the sunshine, carbonic acid
from the air. It is as indispensable to the life of
a plant as oxygen is to the life of the animal/'
But are there trees within Newcastle to do this ?
Once the garden of the north, with its bowing
branches falling into the Tyne, it has become a
withered Eden. The hawthorn, sturdy plant as
it is, cannot produce its "May ;" the poplar
withers up like a birch rod ; the Durham birch,
which will grow anywhere, has ceased to live ; and
the American poplar is waned and crusted before
it is three years old. Our apple and pear trees—
where are they ? Our corn-fields—what have they
become ? With coals, and iron, and salts, and
alkalies, we shall have become impoverished in
oxygen, health, size, vigour, and strength.

The injury arising from living in atmospheres
impregnated with smoke, the products of alkali
works, and other manufactures, is probably more
than we suspect. I well remember that when the
old pit-heap used to burn at Monkwearmouth, when
the wind blew from the north or north-west, the
silver plate of the inhabitants of Bishopwearmouth,
in one night, would look like dull aluminium gold !
And only last month I happened to be at St.
Helen's, in Lancashire, when a wind blew fair from



the numerous alkali works to my sleeping-room
window, and I found to my surprise that my watch
and studs were coated with a dull—something I do
not know the name of: yet I breathed that atmo-
sphere. I wonder if my lungs were coated also ?
In a population of 150,000, and in a district where
coal is comparatively cheap, and where it is the
custom to have large fires and large fire-grates,
nothing so economical and also so beneficial can
I recommend as what is popularly called "the
Builder's fire." I have adopted it for the last
few years, and I think with great advantage : I
am certain that I have done so in my office. The
process is this :—" Cover the bottom of the grate
with a plate of sheet-iron . This alone will save
more than one-fourth the coal, and preserve a bet-
ter fire. At a cost not exceeding Is. the experi-
ment may be tried. The saving will be more than
half this in each week." I can certainly affirm
that, where a coakscuttle was most essential to
keej5 the fire alive U|D to six o'clock in the evening,
I now need no such thing; and I have, moreover,
a fire that can burn from six to eight hours with-
out stirring (with Newcastle coals, too), and from
which no smoke of any importance ascends. The
fact is, as the fire burns downwards, it consumes
the carbon, and hence there is no smoke. I now
come to our dwelling-houses.

After a dry foundation to a dwelling-house, a
free circulation of air underneath is the next best
thing. I once had the misfortune to live in a
house in the centre of which was discovered an
unused well ; and to Avorship in a church in which
a huge rubble drain crossed, which at times gave
out a hazy rainbow appearance. And I have seen
grass growing under sitting-rooms, shavings de-
composing under floors, and earth heaped up
against the outside walls of a house nearly up to
the window-sills. Cesspools have been known to
be within the open yard, in which, also, was to be
found a well of drinking water ! I once saw—I
must admit that it was many years ago—a donkey
that lived under the stairs which led to the room !
On the one hand, in cosey, old-fashioned houses,
we see the tidy-looking sand bags on the sitting-
room windows, to keep out the dust and the
draught; on the other hand, we see the modern
middle-class Mrs. M'Clarty shutting up her
rooms until they are fusty, and opening them only
on sj)ecial occasions for the pleasure and benefi t of
her visitors ! She " could-na be fashed" to open
doors and windows, and to dust the furniture
every day : besides the things get soiled and de-
stroyed.

Bad as this may be, it is nothing to the danger
to be apprehended by closing the firep lace in
sleeping apartments. I have heard the remark
more than once, " Oh ! it is only a bed-room !"
As if it were no matter about the room in which
one spends the larger portion of one's life. Con-
ceive of a room with a bed and a sleeper in it:
sand bags are on the windows ; the keyhole is

stopped up with paper or rag ;* and the fire-board
nailed against the firep lace. On the supposition
that the air of the room has been changed during
the day—and I believe the air of some rooms has
not been changed for months—the sleeper inhales
the oxygen and exhales the carbonic acid. As he
sleeps the poison rises upwards, fouling portions of
the pure air as it ascends. From the ceiling, as
hour by hour passes, the foul air gradually accu-
mulates and forms a stratum thickening with every
respiration . In his bed, perhaps requiring steps
to get into it, and with drawn curtains, the deadly
poison lowers itself, until it comes in contact with
his face. No firep lace opens its throat to carry off'
this poison ; no window crevice sends in a draught
of air to supply the exhausted oxygen . Let him
lie on but a few hours more, and the insidious
gas will lull him to a deeper slumber—till—if
Providence prevent not—he sleeps for ever ! Such
a case occurred only last year at East Hampstead,
on the estate of the Marquis of Downshire. Three
men slept in a room 10ft. 10in. by 8ft. 10., and
6ft. 7iu. high. In the morning one was found
lying face downwards dead. The surgeon deposed
that he believed death had arisen from suffocation,
and from the unwholesome air of the room.

Bed-room windows should be opened the first
thing every morning, both top and bottom.
They should, remain open all day, and if possible
a little all night. There is a great deal of un-
reasonable prejudice about night-air. Miss
Nightingale, in her admirable " Notes on
Nursing," observes, in reference to night air,
"What can we breathe at night but night air ?
The choice is between pure night air from with-
out, and foul night air from within. Most
people prefer the latter. What will they say if
it is proved that fully one half of the disease
we suffer from is occasioned by people sleeping
with their windows shut ! An open window
most nights in the year can never hurt any one.
In great cities, night air is often the best and
purest air to be had in the twenty-four hours.
One of our highest medical authorities on con-
sumption and climate, has told me that the air in
London is never so good as after ten o'clock
at night." A few years ago, I had occasion to
spend the night with a professional brother in the
neighbourhood of Manchester. He informed me
that he always slept with his bed-room window
open. The way that he became accustomed to it
was this : when on a sketching tour in Norfolk,
the only lodgings he could get in the village were
at a small cottage. His sleeping apartment
boasted of two small windows, in both of which
was a broken pane. Although it was cold weather,
he informed me that he found it so pleasant and
agreeable, that he adop ted the plan ever since.
The varying temperature between night and day,
summer and winter, bad weather and good, is in

* Dr. Arnotfc mentions an instance where he saw this
done.



harmony with the laws of our constitution. " Na-
ture," Miss Nightingale says, in her " Notes on
Hospitals," " affords air both to sick and healthy,
of varying temperature at different hours of the
day, night, and season, always apportioning the
quantity of moisture in the temperature."

It is a pernicious habit, too, to "make the
beds," as it is termed, before being ventilated or
aired. Bed curtains should be abandoned ; gas
should be sparingly used ; blinds that darken the
window should be substituted by light ones ; shut-
ters, of course, are inadmissible ; overcrowding
with children or otherwise should not be allowed ;
aud plentjr of pure air should always be a guest
in your chamber.

I am indebted to our local inspector of nuisances
for the following :—" On the 29th of June last, at
half-past two p.m., with fine weather, a moderate
temperature, and very little wind, out of 415 bed-
room windows in the neighbourhood of North-
umberland-street, only 111 were open, and not
one-third of these were open top and bottom."

When her Majesty took up her abode at Windsor
Castle, Mr. Rawlinson states, " the whole drainage
of the castle was passed into the cesspools ; up-
wards of fifty of them permeating the base of that
building. There was not a single window in any
of the Royal apartments that could be opened
from above, all the fresh air being obtained by
small casements. The basement of the castle was
rooted up to its foundations. The vile cesspools
and abominable drains leading into them were
removed. The windows were all made to open
by an apparatus ingeniously contrived by which a
lady with a key not much larger than a watch-key
could open the windows from above."

Before leaving this portion of my subject I wish
briefly to refer to the ventilation of water-closets.
1 erhaps no greater source of disease exists around
us than these. Under our staircases, beneath a
sleep ing-room, almost always within the thick pro-
tecting walls of a house, they act as ventilators to
the drains, and vomit forth both day and night a
pestilential atmosphere, adulterating, more or less,
the whole air of the house. Water-closets should,
where possible, be built out, and be shut off by
double doors. A small loop-hole of a window is
not sufficient to create a draught to carry off all
the impurities that arise. There ought to be two
windows, opposite to each other ; and where tho-
rough ventilation cannot be secured, disinfecting
¦agents ought to be resorted to, such as chloride of
lime, or Dr. Bishop's sanitary powder. "Many
gases," says a writer in the Medico-Gldrurg ical
Review, " pass through fluids and so-called solids.
Hydrogen gas and its compounds easily pass
through the pores of stucco, so that plastered walls
or ceilings are no barriers to the diffusion of cess-
pool emanations."

I fear I have already exceeded the time I had
intended to allow myself, and I shall, therefore,
only very briefly refer to one or two other subjects

before reviewing the several systems of ventilation,
and the patents taken out by inventors. I now
refer you to our public buildings. Courts of law
are notoriously badly ventilated. Very cold looking
in the morning ; sweaty about noon ; suffocating
at night. Our churches and chapels are now
nearly all pretty well ventilated. Censorious
people, when these buildings are overcrowded,
always complain of the want of ventilation ; and
when not over well filled, complain of the cold
and draught. As if an architect, or any other
person, could, with limited means, so arrange the
ingress and egress of air, that as each person
entered the building, his share of air shoidd enter
also, and an additional opening be made for its
exit. Public halls and hospitals, though ventilated
iu the present clay on essentially different prin-
ciples, are nevertheless now found to be both
comfortable and healthy. I regret my time will
not allow me to refer to the ventilation of hospitals.
I may observe, however, that the best ascertained
mode of ventilating is that by open windows and
open fire-p laces. When you go to Paris again
let me advise you, one and all, to visit their magni-
ficent hospitals. Our shops are now ventilated. I
can remember the day when aclothier's or a draper's
shop used to be foul up to the entrance door. By
Arnott's and Sheringham's valves, Watson's and
Muir's two and four point ventilators, Chownes's
reversed syphon or Chad wick's archimedean ribbed
conductor, shops may now be made as healthy as
a well-ventilated office. Our vehicles, however,
want attention. First-class carriages I consider
are very well ventilated, but second-class carriages
are not ventilated at all ; and it is not very sur-
prising to observe delicate ladies, when travelling
in these carriages, sit with their faces to the wind
to catch a breath of air. Our cabs are very badly
ventilated. Many of them are regularly used by
delicate people, and perhaps these very cabs, not
au hour before, had conveyed a person in disease
to the infirmary or fever hospital, or a dead child
to the cemetery.

MASONIC NOTES AND QUERIES.

MAS OHIO RING.
In a jeweller 's shop wiudow on Ludgate-hill is a

ring with a reddish stone—I suppose a light-coloured
cornelian. On the stone is cut a human heart with
flames issuing from the centre of the apex. On the
heart is a double triangle, in the centre of which is a
Passion cross engrailed. To what degree does it
appertain ?—P.M.

MASONIC REPRESENTATIONS IN" PICTURES.
"What works of great masters give representations

of Masonic events ? * * * * * P.M.—[We
have before declined to answer a similar question in
print. The latter portion of the query we decline to
insert. Presuming the information sought is really
desirable, we shall content ourselves with merely indi-



eating two popular works in which the queriest can
trace the subject for himself. These are Mrs.
Jameson's Legends of the Saints and Martyrs, aud the
same lady's Sacred and Leaendartj  Art.~\

JOSUTJA OR JESHUA.

If "P. P.," who, in No. 282, inquired the ortho-
graphy of the name of the 3rd Principal in the H.R. A.,
will refer to the books of Ezra, iii. 8 and Haggai, i. 1,
he will find authority for using either of the above
modes.—A. W., 253.

<! GRAVE MEASURES."

Perhaps the threat of having recourse to " grave
measures" against a Masonic delinquent may he ana-
logous to the mysterious ceremony of " naming" a
member of the House of Commons. In either case
its is probable that the obscurity which envelopes the
modus operandi would act as a sufficient check upon a
further infraction of discipline. At all events, it is
on record that a Speaker of the House of Commons
having threatened to " name" some one (with the
usual result of bringing tbe culpri t to repentance),
was asked what he should have done had die hon.
member continued contumacious. He replied that he
really did not know, hut believed that the conse-
quences would have been awful.—A. W., 253.

BRO. W. C OLAR1CSON.

Referring- to the Freemasons' Quarterly Review,
vol. vi., 1S39, page ISO, 1 find the following obituary :
—" On the 13th December, Brother W. Comerford
Clarkson, of Doctors' Commons, aged 82, P.G-.T. aud
P.M. of the Grand Masters' Lodge. He served the
office of Gran d Steward for the Globe Lodge, and
was a member of the Grand Stewards' Lodge at his
decease.—A. W., 253.

GRAND "PURSUIVANTS.

A question was asked by "tit," in No. 2-77, re-
specting the status of the Grand Pursuivant, hut I do
not see that an answer has been given. It may be
interesting to remark that, prior to the year IS-i-O, the
office , if it could he so called , conferred no actual
Masonic rank , either present or past. Early in that
year (April 20) an honorary Grand Pursuivant was
appointed by the Duke of Sussex, G.M., in the person
of Bro. "W. Rule, whose death took place in November
last, as noticed in No. 282 of the FREEMASONS MAGA-
ZINE. The duties of the office comprehended the
superintendence of the proceedings of the scrutineers
at the meetings of Grand Lodge, &c.—A. W., 253.

RAIN AND SECRECY.

In No. 270, "S. S." inquires "What lias ram to do
with secrecy, and how cau an intimation of wet
weather be applied as attending to caution ?" Perhaps
the following couplet will answer the query :—

" Trust y brother , take cave,
Of eaves-droppers beware."

—A. "W., 253.
PERSECUTION.

Prom the Gentleman's Magazine, July, 1737 :—"The
Society of Freemasons, lately detected at Florence,
makes a great noise. They pass there for Quietists,
but it is here said they are of the Epicurean sect, and
that there is no law too severe to deal with them.

The Pope sent the Father-Inquisitor post to Florence
in order to prosecute them , at the request of the
Great Duko of Tuscany, who was absolutely resolved
to extirpate the whole sect." As his Highness is since
dead , aud the Duke of Lorrain , who was made a Free-
mason iu England, is to succeed , this persecution may
not go far.—A. W.

THE DOOR OE FREEMASONRY.

In America they often speak of the door of Free-
masonry in somewhat of thefollowingstyle. Apopular
paper gave it as follows :—There stands the door of
Freemasonry—uot " partly open," but " closely tiled"
—inhospitably closed aud guarded , like the gate of Eden ,
by the flaming sword. No invitation seems extended
to the curious stranger to view the treasures that may
be concealed within ; no hosp itable warder stands
without to invite the weary traveller to enter and re-
fresh himself. No seductive entreaties allure the
passer by ; but all is forbidding, dreary, dark. And
yet, over this apparently impenetrable portal are in-
scribed, iu classic Greek—the language of the ancient
mysteries—the cheering words TO tcpovowri avoiyeatTui —
" to him that knocketh it shall be opened."¦ Here, surely, are words of cheering, hospitable im-
port, aud they should be sufficient answer to the too
often repeated accusation that Freemasonry is an ex-
clusive institution. A knock, a single knock , shall
lower the point of that ever-vi gilant sword ; shall
turn the hinges of that ever-bolted door , and give to
the knocker a ready entrance.

Why, then , do not all men accep t this general and
generous invitation , and jud ge for themselves of the
value of the treasure which that door conceals ? or,
why is the promise , thus made to the ear, so often
broken to the sense, aud they who have confiding ly
knocked for admission, been so frequently repulsed ?

The first question involves no charge against Free-
masonry, and may, in a few words, be dismissed. It
is no fault of ours that all men will not seek admis-
sion into our Order. Its cause lies in the very infir-
mity of human nature. Men are ever reluctant to
try untrodden paths. They fear to enter upon un-
known sceues. They have no knowledge from expe-
rience of how much beaut y, aud truthfulness, and
science, and religion there is in Freemasonry ; and
ignorant, therefore, of the good that is awaitiug them ,
they have no incentive to remove their reluctance, no
encoura gement to banish their fear. Were the doors
of Freemasonry thrown widely open , the timid, and
the idle, and the indifferen t, mi ght give the institution
a passing glance, which, brief as it would often be,
might still tend to remove their prejudices. But the
door is closed—the invitation is wanting—we dare not
and cannot persuade their en trance, and the simple
words , " to him that knocketh, it shall be opened ,"
have no power to awakeu unborn desires into life.

But the second question is of deeper import to us..
It involves a charge of broken promise and deceptive
speech. We say "to him that knocketh , it shall be
opened ," and yet how many have knocked and been
sent emp ty away. But we have our defence against
the charge.

Freemasonry is no robber's cave, whose portal must
fly open at the " opeu sesame" of every intruder, pro-
nounce the words in what tone he may. No. The
knock, whose magic influence we feel, must be of a



peculiar character. It must come to us under cir-
cumstances that will alone ensure its being heard. To
the signal thus qualified the response will always he
favourable.

The first of these qualifications is, that he who
knocks must come freel y and voluntarily—or, as we
technically say, " of his own free will and accord"—
without the solicitation of friends, without the counsel
of advisers. There must be no persuasion, and no
promised inducements. The door of Freeniasoary
will open only to those who come willing and even
anxious to be received. They who would learn from
us must seek instruction ; it will not be tendered.
The gift we offer is too valuable to be thrust iuto un-
willing, or even indifferen t hands. The giver is rea dy,
but he must be importuned ; and when our door is
thus approached , cheerfully, anxiously, without per-
suasion , but with all the free heart of the comer, then ,
to him that so knocketh , it shall be opened.

But this is not all. While there must he no pres-
sure from without moving the candidate to seek ad-
mittance, neither must there he any improper one
from within himself. He must not come influenced
by mercenary motives. There must be no hope of
bettering his worldly condition , of securing pecuniary
advantages, of enlarging his list of friends. Interest
can be no legitimate motive ; for so prompted the
knocker will not he heard. Freemasonry presents no
inducements of worldly gam or prosperity to its
neophytes. It offers truth alone as the guerdon for
all the labours that it imposes. And lie who seeks its
light with other motives than to grasp this truth is
unworthy to receive a single ray.

Therefore, coming freel y, coming unpersuaded by
others, coming uninfluenced by mercenary motives,
the. candidate must be prompted solely by the love of
truth , by the hope of acquiring and comprehending
its lessons as taught in our sacred asy lums ; and thus
enlightened as to tbe head, and improved as to his
heart , trusting to augment his usefulness with his
knowledge—so let him come, and so let him boldly
knock ; aud then , so coming and so knocking, will he
find the promise fulfilled— "to him that knocketh , it
shall be opened."—Ex. Ex.

THE ABBEY OP KILWINNING.
Is there any picture of the Abbey of Kilwinning ?

—AN IRISH BROTHER .— [Yes. See Grosse's An-
tiquities for a sketch of the ruins, in 17S9, now
entirely disappeared.]

WATCHING A KNIGHT'S ARMOUR .
Is there any degree, or order of Knighthood , iu

which it is necessary for an esquire to watch his
armour , fasting, before he attains the rank of knight ?
—K.T.—[None that we know of. We presume you
have seen the very pretty fable on the subject exhi-
bited at the Polytechnic Institution as a vehicle to
show the ghost illusion. That is the only instance
we ever heard of where a warrior was compelled to
such a penance after a hard day 's fight.]

MASONIC QUADRILLES.
In what do Masonic quadri lles differ from any other

quadrilles.—TREMLETT .— [Ask Bro. Thos. Alexander
Adams—a very good authority on Masonic working,
and equally eminent in all that relates to dancing and
dance music]

THE EARLY GRAND AND HIGH KNIGHTS TEMPLARS.

In the JPratrimonium JExcelsum, or New Ahiman
Rezon, edited by "A Worthy Brother," and published
in Dublin in 1770, at p. viii. are to be seen the two
lists here appended :—" G-rand High Knights Tem-
plars Encampment of Irelan d, and K.R.C. No. 1.
Eight Worshipful and Eight Hon. Sir Richard, Lord
Baron Donouglimore, Grand Master of the Order.

"Sir John Fowler, D.G.M.
Sir Oswald Edwards, G. Sec.
Sir Edward 0. Keaue, C. Gen.
Sir Thomas Molouv, G. Mar.
Sir James Mills, D" G-. Mar.
Sir Joseph Logee, G.S.B.

meet the second Thursday of every month at the Old
Bristol , Crane-lane."

Immediately succeeding comes the—
" Early Grand Knights Templars Encampment..

" Sir Joh n Gamble, E.G.M.
Sir Andrew Kelly, D.G.M.
Sir John Kennedy, C.G.
Sir John Hunter, E. G. Mar.
Sir Edward Gihuore, D.E.G.M.
Sir Thomas Cuffe, E.G.S.B.

meet the last Thursday of every month at Cressens',
Kenedy's-lane."—A K.T.

THE DESCENDANTS OE DR. l'EREECT.

Dr. Perfect was Prov. G.M. for Kent some years
ago. Are any of his descendants alive, and who, and
where, are they ?—INVIOTA.

THE BROOM AND WARMING-PAN.

As well as " P.M.," I have seen a Masonic engraving
which has an unmistakeable birchbroom as one of the
symbols. There is another crossed with it, and I
cannot liken it to anything else but a warming-pan .
Can a broom or warming-pan ever have been used in
earnest amongst Masonic draughtsmen ? If so,
what do they stand for ?—ANOTHER P.M.

. CHAUCER 'S CRAFT KNOWLEDGE.
In what work of Chaucer's is his knowledge of the

Craft to be perceived ?—SPES .-—[Chaucer, like all the
poets in Europe of his time, not only wrote of what
we now call the Craft , but also the knightly degrees.
The story called " Patient (J rizel" was very popular
in the 15 th century. It is a Masonic political alle-
gory, and was used in many nations to disseminate
Freemasonry. In The Cawterlnri/ Tales it will be
found as " the Clerke's Tale," and, if read with its
concealed meaning, will show how those who were
brethren were persecuted by the ruling power of the
keys. 'Romance of the Rose is even more explicit,
and there are such numerous allusions in it that it
seems a wonder the majori ty of readers do not, at
once, see its drift. We cannot, here, advance to you
such proofs as would immediately convince you ; but
we may add that it is such a body of Masonic lore
that, if our principles were entirely lost, Freemasonry
could be resuscita ted from these two works.]

THE HIGHEST LIVIN G MASONS.
Who are the highest living Masons at the present

time ?—A. F.—[We don 't kuow, but Bros. Coxwell
and Glaisher have, we believe, been higher than any
other brethren.]



eating two popular works in which the queriest can
trace the subject for himself. These are Mrs.
Jameson's Legends of the Saints and Martyrs, and the
same lady's Sacred and Legendary Art.']

JOSHUA OR JESnUA.
If "P. P.," who, in No. 282, inquired the ortho-

graphy of the name of the 3rd Principal in the II.R. A.,
will refer to the book s of Ezra , iii. 8 and Haggai, i. 1,
he will find authority for using either of the above
modes.—A. W., 253.

" GRAVE MEASURES."

Perhaps the threat of having recourse to "grave
measures" against a Masonic delinquent may be ana-
logous to the mysterious ceremony of "naming" a
member of the House of Commons. Iu either case
its is probable that the obscurity which envelopes the
modus operandi would act as a sufficient check upon a
further infraction of discipline. At all events , it is
on record that a Speaker of the House of Commons
having threatened to "name" some one (with the
usual result of bringing the culprit to repentance),
was asked what he should have done had the hon.
member continued contumacious. He replied that he
really did not know, but believed that the conse-
quences would have been awful.—A. W., 253.

BRO. W. C. CLARKSON.

Referring to the Freemasons ' Quarterly Review,
vol. vi., 1S39, page ISO, I find the following obituary :
—" On the 13th December , Brother W. Comerford
Clarkson, of Doctors' Commons, aged 82, P.G.T. aud
P.M. of the Grand Masters' Lodge. He served the
office of Gran d Steward for the Globe Lodge, and
was a member of the Grand Stewards' Lodge at his
decease.—A. W., 253.

GRAND PURSUIVANTS.
A question was asked by " t-lt," in No. 277, re-

specting the status of the Grand Pursuivan t, but I do
not see that an answer has been given. It may be
interesting to remark that, prior to the year 1810, the
office , if it could be so called , conferred no actual
Masonic rank , either present or past. Early in that
year (April 29) an honorary Grand Pursuivant was
appointed by tbe Duke of Sussex , G.M., in the person
of Bro. W. Rule, whose death took place in November
last, as noticed in No. 2S2 of the FREEMASONS MAGA-
ZINE. The duties of the office comprehended the
superintendence of the proceedings of the scrutineers
at the meetings of Grand Lod ge, &c.—A. W., 253.

RAIN AND SECRECY.

_ In 'No. '27G, "S. S." inquires "What has rain to do
with secrecy, and how can an intimation of wet
weather be applied as attending to caution ?" Perhaps
the following couplet will answer the query :—

" Trusty brother, take care,
Of eaves-droppers beware."

—A. W., 253.
PERSECUTION.

From the Gentleman's Magazine, July, 1737 :—"The
Society of Freemasons, lately detected at Florence,
makes a great noise. They pass there for Quietists,
but it is here said they are of the Epicurean sect, and
that there is no law too severe to deal with them.

The Pope sent the Father-Inquisitor post to Florence
iu order to prosecute them, at the request of the
Great Duke of Tuscany, who was absolutely resolved-
to extirpate the whole sect." As his Highness is since
dead , and the Duke of Lorrai n , who was made a Free-
mason in England, is to succeed, this persecution may
not go far.—A. W.

THE DOOR OE EREEMASONHY .

In America they often speak of the door of Free-
masonry in somewhat of the followingstyle. A popular
paper gave it as follows :—There stands the door of
Freemasonry—not " partl y open ," but " closely tiled"
—inhospitablyclosed and guai'ded,likethe gate of Eden,
by the (laming sword. No invitation seems extended
to the curious stranger to view the treasures that may-
be concealed within ; no hospitable warder stands
without to invite the weary traveller to enter and re-
fresh himself. No seductive entreaties allure tbe
passer by ; but all is forbidding, dreary, dark. And
yet, over this apparently impenetrable portal are in-
scribed , in classic Greek—the language of the ancient
mysteries—the cheering words TO Kpovown ororyEcre-cu—
" to him that knocketh it shall be opened."

Here, surely, are words of cheering, hospitable im-
port , aud they should be sufficient answer to the too
often repeated accusation that Freemasonry is an ex-
clusive institution. A knock , a single knock , shall
lower the point of that ever-vi gilant sword ; shall
turn the hinges of that ever-bolted door, and give to
the knocker a ready entrance.

Wh y, then , do not all men accep t this general and
generous invitation , and jud ge for themselves of the
value of the treasure which that door conceals ? or,
why is the promise, thus made to the ear, so often
broken to the sense, and they who have confidingly
knocked for admission been so frequentl y repulsed ?

The first question involves no charge against Free-
masonry, and may, iu a few words, be dismissed. It
is no fault of ours that all men will not seek admis-
sion into our Order. Its cause lies in the very infir-
mity of human nature. Men are ever reluctant to
try untrodden paths. They fear to enter upon un-
known scenes. They have no knowledge from expe-
rience of how much beauty, aud truthfulness, and
science, and religion there is in Freemasonry ; aud
ignorant , therefore , of the good that is awaiting them ,
they have no incentive to remove their reluctance, no
encouragement to banish their fear. Were the doors
of Freemasonry thrown widely open, the timid, and
the idle, and the indifferent , mi ght give the institution
a passing glance, which, brief as it would often be,
mi ght still tend to remove their prejudices. But the
door is closed—th e invitation is wanting—we dare not
and cannot persuade their entrance, and the simp le
words, " to him that knocketh , it shall be opened,"
have no power to awaken unborn desires into life.

But the second question is of deeper import to us..
It involves a charge of broken promise and deceptive
speech. We say "to him that knocketh , it shall be
opened ," and yet how many have knocked and been
sent emp ty away. But we have our defence against
the charge.

Freemasonry is no robber's cave, whose portal must
fly open at the " open sesame" of every intruder, pro-
nounce the words in what tone he may. No. The
knock, whose magic influence we feel, must be of a



peculiar character. It must come to us under cir-
cumstances that will alone ensure its being heard. To
the signal thus qualified the response will always be
favourable.

The first of these qualifications is, that lie who
knocks must come freel y and voluntarily—or, as we
technically say, " of his own free will and accord"—
without the solicitation of friends , without the counsel
of advisers. There must be no persuasion , and no
promised inducements. The door of Freemasonry
will open only to those who eome willing and even
anxious to be received. They who would learn from
us must seek instruction ; it will not be tendered.
The gift we offer is" too valuable to be thrust into un-
willing, or even indifferent hands. The giver is ready,
but he must be importuned ; and when our door is
thus approached , cheerfully, anxiously, without per-
suasion, but with all the free heart of the comer, then ,
to him that so knocketh , it shall be opened.

But this is not all. While there must be no pres-
sure from without moving the candidate to seek ad-
mittance, neither must there be any improper one
from within himself. He must not come influenced
by mercenary motives. There must bo no hope of
bettering his worldly condition , of securing pecuniary
advantages, of enlarging his list of friends. Interest
cau be no legitimate motive ; for so prompted the
knocker will not be heard. Freemasonry presents no
inducements of worldly gaiu or prosperity to its
neophytes. It offers truth alone as the guerdon for
all the labours that it imposes. And he who seeks its
light with other motives than to grasp this truth is
unworthy to receive a single ray.

Therefore , coming freely, coming unpersuaded by
others, coming uuiufiuenced by mercenary motives,
the. candidate must be prompted solely by the love of
truth , by the hope of acquiring and comprehending
its lessons as taught in our sacred asylums ; and thus
enlightened as to the head, and improved as to his
heart , trusting to augment his usefulness with his
knowledge—so let him come, and so let him boldly
knock ; and then , so coming and so knocking, will he
find the promise fulfilled— " to him that knocketh, it
shall be opened."—Ex. Ex.

THE ABBEY OT KILWINNING.

Is there any picture of the Abbey of Kilwinning ?
—AN IRISH BROTHER .— [Yes. See Grosse's An-
tiquities for a sketch of the ruins, in 17S9, now
entirely disappeared.]

WATCHING A JCNIGHT'S ARMOUR.
Is there any degree, or order of Knighthood , in

which it is necessary for an esquire to watch his
armour , fasting, before he attains the rank of knight ?
—K.T.—[None that we know of. We presume you
have seen the very pretty fable on the subject exhi-
bited at the Poly technic Institution as a vehicle to
show the ghost illusion . That is the only insta nce
we ever heard of where a warrior was compelled to
such a penance after a hard day 's fight.]

MASONIC QUADRILLES.
In what do Masonic quadrilles differ from any other

quadrilles. —TREMLETT.— [Ask Bro. Thos. Alexander
Adams—a very good auth ority on Masonic working,
and equally eminent in all that relates to dancing and
dance music.]

THE EARLY GRAND AND HIGH KNIGHTS TEMPLARS.

Iu the Fratrimoiiium Fxcelsum, or New Ahiman
Rezon, edited by "A Worthy Brother," and published
in Dublin in 1770, at p. viii. are to be seen the two
lists here appended :—" Grand High Knights Tem-
plars Encampment of Irelan d, and K.E.O. No. 1.
Eight Worshipful aud Eight Hon. Sir Richard, Lord
Baron Donoughmore, Grand Master of the Order.

" Sir John Fowler, D.G.M.
Sir Oswald Edwards, G. Sec.
Sir Edward C. Keane, C. Gen.
Sir Thomas Molonv, G. Mar.
Sir James Mills, D" G. Mar.
Sir Joseph Logee, G.S.B.

meet the second Thursday of every month at the Old
Bristol , Craue-lane."

Immediately succeeding comes the—
" Early Grand Knights Templars Encampment. .

" Sir John Gamble, E.G.M.
Sir Andrew Kelly, D.G.M.
Sir John Kennedy, C.G.
Sir John Hunter, E. G. Mar.
Sir Edward Gilmore, D.E.G.M".
Sir Thomas Cuffe, E. G.S.B.

meet the last Thursday of every month at Cressens',
Kenedy's-lane."—A K.T.

THE DESCENDANTS OE DR. PERFECT.

Dr. Perfect was Prov. G.M. for Kent some years
ago. Are any o£ his descendants alive, and who, and
where, are they ?—INA'ICTA.

THE BROOM AND WARMING-PAN.

As well as " P.M.," I have seen a Masonic eDgraving
which has an unmistakeable hirchbroom as one of the
symbols. There is another crossed with it, and I
cannot liken it to anything else but a warming-pan .
Can a broom or warming-pan ever have been used in
earnest amongst Masonic draughtsmen ? If so,
what do they stand for ?—ANOTHER P.M.

CHAUCER'S CRAIT KNOWLEDGE .
In what work of Chaucer's is his knowledge of the

Craft to be perceived ?—SPES .— [Chaucer, like all the
poets iu Europe of his time, not only wrote of what
we now call the Craft , but also the knightly degrees.
The story called " Patieut Urizel" was very popular
iu the 15 th century. It is a Masonic political alle-
gory, and was used in many nations to disseminate
Freemasonry. In The Canlerhtry Tales it will be
found as " the Gierke's Tale," and, if read with its
concealed meaning, will show how those who were
brethren were persecuted by the ruling power of the
keys. Romance of the Rose is even more explicit,
and there are such numerous allusions in it that it
seems a wonder the majority of readers do not, at
once, see its drift. We cannot, here, advance to you
such proofs as would immediately convince you ; but
we may add that it is such a body of Masonic lore
that, if our principles were entirely lost, Freemasonry
could be resuscitated from these two works.]

THE HIGHEST LIVIN G MASONS.

Who are the highest living Masons at the present
time ?—A. F.—[We don 't know, but Bros. Coxwell
and Glaisher have, we believe, been higher than any
other brethren.]



SECRET CYPHER.

As you last week showed yourself such au adept at
revealing cypher, perhaps you can make out the fol-
lowing. If not, some of your readers may. It is

.from a Masonic book.—G-. B.—"Ubs Eplrbsrt wbss
ostm ronwprn Pongth Mrlwd gr—Lthrbr Srthrr
Crnbllst bndo ndurf Iwrm —Mbsw Kwhbtw nght
twbrthrfbrs tcbr Srbrfwrth rmbsfcrrprwcrrdstw Nwpr
nhoslwdgr. Vtlsc Lcthcl ldgc cllsct oled Arwm."—
[We leave the unravelling of the above to the inge-
nuity of our readers . It is by no means a difficul t
task]

THE MYSTERIES , CRUSADERS , AND FREEMASONRY.

How are the early Mysteries , the Crusades, and
Freemasonry connected ?—SITES.

CORRESPONDENCE.

The Sdiioi- is not responsible for  the opinions expressed by Correspondents.

THE GRAND LODGES OF CANADA AND
ENGLAND.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE EttEEirASOXS' JUG.CZISE A>'D MASONIC 3IIItItOIt.

DEAR SIR AND BROTHER ,—In the debate last night
iu Grand Lodge the worthy President of the Colonial
Board , by his " faint praise," scarcely allowed me to
make IM asouic capital out of the share I had in pro-
moting the adjustment of the Canada Grand Lodge
difficulty.

Whether the Grand Master of Canada might not
long ago, and from statements long since submitted to
him , have revoked the sentence of Masonic interdic-
tion pronounced by his predecessor against the St.
George's Lod ge of Montreal , as he had already done
for the St. Lawrence Lod ge, is a question I do not
discuss. He did not do so. The previous report of
the Colonial Board stated that their efforts had beeu
unsuccessful in obtaining justice from the Grand
Lod ge of Canada for the St. George's Lodge; for the
Grand Master of Canada by letter, dated 27th June,
had declared that lie cannot advocate any reversal of
the resolution of his Grand Lodge declaring it irre-
gular.

. Four days after the date of this letter, namely, on
the 1st of July last, being at Quebec, 1 called on the
Grand Master of Canada, and, talking of the St.
George's Lodge, I reminded , him of his written de-
cision in the similar case of the St. Laurence Lod ge,
two years ago, viz. :—

"The Grand Lod ge of Canada undoubtedl y pos-
sesses the power of questioning the good standing of
a forei gn subordinate lod ge working within her terri-
tory, and of forbidding intercourse with it ; but I lay
it down as Masonic law aud equity that it is not in
the power of one Grand Lodge to continue such sen-
tence of outlawry when the body to whom allegiance
is due (as in the present case, the Grand Lodge of

"WE slicmM always vest satisfied, with doing well, awl lot
otliers talk of us as they please, for they can do as no injury
althoug h they may think they have found a flaw in our pro-
ceedings, and are determined to rise on our downfall , or profit by
our injury.

Ir you desire to injoy life, avoid unpunctual people. They
impede business and poison pleasure. Make it your rule not
only to be punctual , but a little beforehand.

England and the St. Lawrence Lodge), after solemn
inquiry, persistently declares itself satisfied that its
laws have not been violated, and that the lodge in
question has done nothing to forfeit its Masonic rights
and privileges."

Now, this ruling I applied to the case of the St.
George's Lodge; for, having beeu a party to the
" solemn inquiry," I knew from personal examination
that this lodge had never lost its allegiance to our
Graud Lodge from its days of transition in November,
1855, up to the present period. The minutes have
been regularly kept, its returns regularly made, and
its business 'properly conducted.

I may remind you that, at the time of the secession
of some of the Canada lodges in October, 1855, the
St, George's Lodge held a divided allegiance—it split
into two lodges. The majo rity of the members, taking
the lodge records, jewels, and furniture, formed the
St. George's Lodge, No. 19, on the Canada registry ;
but a few brethren , " faithful among the faithless,"
recovered the warrant of constitution , aud continued
the St. George's Lodge, No. C-13 (-110 under our re-
gistry), aud still remains so. I was, therefore, jus-
tified in assuring the Grand Master of Cauada that
our Grand Lodge " persistently declared itself satis-
fied that this lodge had done nothing to forfeit its
Masouic rights and privileges."

This reasoning prevailed ; for, in the annual com-
munication to the Grand Lod ge of Canada , on July
15 last, which you published in your MAGAZINE of
Sept. 3, the Grand Master of Canada stated , " I have
recently had the advantage of a personal call from a
member of the Colonial Board of the Grand Lodge of
Eng land , aud he assured me, in very kind and un-
hesitating terms, that the Grand Lodge of England
claims her lod ge (St. George's) under convincing tes-
timony, aud I candidly express my opinion that his
assertion , from his position, should not be lightly re-
ceived."

Accordingly, the resolution o£ July 15 was adopted
formal ly and fully recognising tbe St. George's Lodge
of Montreal , holding under the Grau d Lod ge of Eng-
land , as a regular lodge, and that fraternal intercourse
would be immediately resumed with its oflicers and
members.

I am, dear Sir aud Brother,
Tours fraternally,

BRACICSTONE BAKER, P.M. No. 21.
Dec. S, 1SG1.



THE MASONIC MIRROR.

MASONIC MEMS.
The sixteenth Grand Masonic ball will be held at the Town

Hall, Liverpool , on Tuesday, the 10th of January, 1865, in aid
of the funds of the West Lancashire Masonic Educational
Institution , to which the public will be admitted.

The oldest Masonic chair in Ireland was presented to Lodge-
No. 3 by Bro. Thomas Aldworth Cocker, P.M. No. 3 (I.C.),
and was occupied by Viscount Doneraile (Hayes St. Leger), at
Doneraile House, when the Hon. Mrs. Aldworth (then the Hon .
Miss St. Leger) received the firs t and second degrees. The
chair ori ginally belonged to the Hon. Viscount ; Kingston , aud
was used at Mitehelstown Castle by him as Grand Master of the
Masonic body in Ireland. The Viscount presented it to Lodge
No. 25, held at Doneraile, whence it was given to Lodge No. 25,
removed to Cork. Bro. XV. A. Hackett, P.M. No. 3, proposed a
vote of thanks to Bro. T. A. Cocker, which, was seconded by
Bro. IV. P. Kothwell , S.D., and entered in the minutes of the
lodge by Bro. E. IV. YVigmore, See. This highly interesting
Masonic relic is finely carved in the Corinthian sty le, and has
been completely renovated after a lapse of 150 years since the
date of its manufacture. It may be remarked that, during the
very troublous times from 1703 to 1826, the chair and Masonic
paraphernalia were locked up for periods of four and ten years
respectively, as Masonic bodies were by, the provisions of the
" Limited Acts," prevented from assembling.

METROPOLITAN.

WELLINGTON LODGE (NO. 5-1-S).—This lodge holds its usual
meeting on Tuesday, December 13th, at the Wickliam Armj
Tavern , lh-ockley-lane, Deptford. The lodge was opened byBro. XL Bagshaw, W.M., who presided over the meeting. He
was supported by Bros. Simmons, P.M. ; K. Bentley , P.M. ; P..
Welsford , P.M. and Treas.; Wakefiel d S.W. ; Bumstead; J.
Wand, See.; Gale, S.D.; .Jones, J.D. ; Carver, Skinner, Green-
wood, West, Burgess, and others. Amongst the visitors were
Bros. F. Walters , P.M. 73, 147, See. 871; W. Pridmore, 705 ;W. B. Pridmore, 70S. A ballot was taken for Mr. Draper ,
which was declared to be unanimous in favour of Jn's admission ,and, he being in attendance , was introduced and initiated into
ancient Freemasonry. Bro. Burgess having proved his profi-
ciency,

^ 
was passed to the degree of a Fellow Craft Freemason.

The W.M. rendered both ceremonies in an admirable manner.
The next business was the election of W.M. Treasurer and Ty ler
for the ensuing year. In all three cases it was unanimous , viz .,
Bro. Wakefield , S.W., for W.M. ; E. Welsford, P.M., re-elected
treasurer ; and S. Garnettre-elected Tyler. After business the
brethren partook of refreshment.

INST RUCTION.
NEW C'ONCOKD LOD OE (No. 813).—Tlio fourth anniversary

meeting and festival of this lodge was held on Thursday even-
ing, the Sfch inst., at the Rosemary Branch Tavern , Hoxton ,
and it was very numerousl y attended. Bro. Emmens, P.M.,
presided , Bro. Swinnock , P.M. of the parent lod ge, officiating
as S.W., and Bro. Bellevby, of the Lodge of Prosperi ty, as
J.W. The business of the evening consisted of the working of
the sections in the first degree, followed by the ceremony of
installation. The lodge was opened soon after six o'clock, and
the working1 of the sections commenced, the questions being
put by Bro. Henry Thompson , W.M. of the Denmark Lodge,
and the answers were given by Bros. Swinnock, Bellerby, and
Goddard. The manner in which the business was got throug h
excited expressions of warm approval. Bro. Emmens then
performed the ceremony of installation in his usual excellent
manner, and tbe impressive manner in which the various
addresses were delivered commanded the heartiest marks of

SIR GARDNER WILKINSON has recently presented his valuable
collection of Egyptian and other anti quities to Harrow School ,
where he was himself educated in early life. The various con-
tents of this collection make it especiall y useful. Thus, the
Greek and Roman vases are interesting for their merits as
works of art, and as displaying the character of tbe different
styles of fictile manufacture among the ancients ; while the
specimens of glass, bronze, ami other objects offer numerous
illustrations for the study of classical authors. The Egyptian
anti quities have especial interest, as having been collected in
the country by the author of the standard work upon the
manners and customs of the ancient Egyptians ; and the whole
collection is explained and illustrated by a M.S. catalogue.

approval. Some new members having been admitted , Bro.
Emmens said he bad now to bring before tbe lodge the services
of Bro. Spratt, their worth y honorary Secretary, who had for
four years performed that duty, and it was considered that he
was entitled to some recognition of his services. He bad been
most punctual in his attendance, and whether there were few
or many present, be was always there at his post at the
appointed time. The brethren thought he was entitled to
some substantial mark of their esteem ; and having received
some opinion from Bro. Spratt as to the form in which it would
he the most agreeabl y conveyed to him , he had now the pleasure
of presenting, in the name of the brethren of the new Concord
Lodge of Instruction , tbe chain and appendage thereto (the
latter bore a complimentary inscription), which, he trusted, he
might long wear, and be to him a continual remembrance of the
esteem in which he "'as held by the brethren of the New
Concord Lodge. He then handed to him the testimonial ,
remarking that be should not then call upon him for any
lengthened observations, as they should afterwards meet him
at the social board. Bro. Spratt thanked the brethren for the
honour they had conferred upon him. On the motion of Bro.
Emmens, the sum of five guineas was agreed to be given from
the funds of tbe Lodge of Instruction towards tbe Asylum for
the Widows of Decayed Freemasons. Last year a similar sum
was given to the Fund for Aged Freemasons. The lodge was
the closed, and the brethren adjourned for refreshment , Bro.
Emmens presiding. After the Masonic toasts had been given ,
tbe president said the toast be had then to give was what might
be called the toast of the evening, for it was the health of
Bro. Spratt , their lion. Secretary, to whom they had presented
a testimonial in tbe lodge, and be said be justly deserved it as
a mark of their esteem. Ho, therefore, had great pleasure in
proposing tbe heal th of Bro. Spratt, and long life and pros-
perity to him. The toast was very cordially received. Bro.
Spratt , in reply, thanked Bro. Emmons for the kind manner
in which he had proposed his health, and the brethren for having
so cordially responded to it , and most grateful was he for their
liberal kindness. It showed the noble feelings by which they
bad been actuated in presenting' him with such a testimonial ,
and the goodwill he had received from the members would
never be erased from his memory. He had heard with great
pleasure mention of tbe way in which lie had endeavoured for
four years to discharge his duties as Secretary ; and when be
looked around and saw so many who assisted at the working uf
the lodge, that gave liim almost as much pleasure as receiving
their testimonial. Their Bro. Emmens was nearly always
amongst them; and if bo was not there, be was doing good
somewhere else, and he did all he could to assist them by every
means in his power. Then there was their Bro. Thompson ,
W.M. of the Domatio Lodge, who came amongst them ; but,
as be had a long way to come, th ey did not see him as often
as they could wish ; and there were others who all felt a deep
interest in the welfare of the lodge. The attendance at their
lodge was most edif y ing to themselves, and the small payment
they made of pence multi plied into shillings, and those
shillings again multi plied into pounds, which they were
enabled to devote to the support of their excellen t Charities.
He hoped the members would come as often as they could, so
as to continue those pence and shillings to those excellent
objects ; and before be sat down be agai n thanked them for the
splendid testimonial they had given him, which be should wear
with p leasure, and that evening would be a delightful recol-
lection for the rest of his life. (A pplause.) "The Masonic
Charities" and some other toasts were given, and tbe evening
was spout in tbe most complete harmony.



PEOVINCIAL.

DERBYSHIRE.
ALFKEION .— C'ONSECliAiTON 01' THE ROYAL ALFKED LOD GE

(NO. 1,028).
As a proof that tbe assertion (contained in our recent report

of the doings of the Provincial Grand Lod ge of Derbyshire)
that Masonry is prospering and flourishing in this province , is a
correct one, we have the pleasure of recording the constitution
and consecration of a new lod ge at Alfreton , which was opened
for the first time on Tuesday last, under the most favourable
auspices.

The preliminar y forms having been strictly complied with ,
the D. Prov. G.M. , Bro. Haughton C. Okeover , attended by
several present and past officers of the Provincial Grand Lodge
of Derbyshire, proceeded by train to the George Hotel , Alfreton ,
where , a lod ge having been opened by a dul y appointed P.M. in
all the degrees of ancient Craft Masonry, they entered tbe
room in procession and were received with the customary
honours , the W.M. resigning his gavel to tbe acting Prov. G.M.
The Wardens' seats were occupied by Bros. Alexandre Butel ,
P. Prov. S.G.W., ns D. Prov. GUI. j 'T. Cox , Prov. S.G.W., as
S.W. ; and Henchl y-Mason, P. Prov. S.G.W., as J.W. An ex-
tempore prayer was offered by Bro. tbe Kev. Blair Mandate ,
Prov. G. Chap., followed by a voluntary performed by Bro.
Trimnell , P. Prov. G. Org. ; after which the acting Secretary,
Bro. S. ltowbottom read the petition and warrant of consti-
tution.

The brethren havin g signified their assent to the usual in-
quiries whether they approved of the officers named in the
warrant , the acting Prov. G.M., assisted by his Wardens , diffused
the com, wine , and oil , and , having solemnly dedicated the
lod ge to God , to Masonry, and to charity, finished by consti-
tuting it in form . The charge was impressivel y repeated by
Bro. T. Cox, Prov. S.G.W.

The ceremony of installin g the W.M. elect was then com-
menced , and Bro. George Cressy Hall having been presented to
the acting Prov. G.M. by Bro. A. Butel , P. Prov. S.G.W., tbe
latter , at the request of the D. Prov. G.M., assumed the gavel ,
and in a masterl y and impressive style conducted the instal-
lation.

The W.M. next invested his officers as follows :—Bro. Thomas
Horsley, S. W.; W. Wilson , J.W. ; John Senior Turner , Treas. ;
Kev . J. W. Maltb y, Chap. ; W. Coatcs Haslam, S.D.; W. Hors-
loy, J.D. j Josh. Haynes , I.G.

The lodge was shortl y afterwards closed in ancient form.
The following brethren were present -.—Bros. Okeover , D.

Prov. G.M. ; Thos. Cox , Prov. S.G.W. ; Alex. Butel , Henchl y-
Mason , and John Gamble, P. Prov. S.G.W's.; Blair Mandale ,
Prov. G. Chap. ; Jas. Crossloy, Prov. G, Reg. ; W. W. Booth ,
Prov. G. Stip t. of Works; I!. Wilson , P. Prov. Sup t. of Works ;
T. H. Ncwbold , Prov. G.S.B. ; Alfred Wallis , Prov. G. Purst.;
T. Tallis Trinnell , P. Prov. G. Org. ; W. Drew, Prov. G. Tyler,
all of the province of Derbyshire. Bros. M. Fowles, Prov. G.
Purst. of Notts , P.M. 47; i\ T. Carter , W.M. 4,7 ; H. Atten-
boroug h , S.W. 47; John Hall , 47, all of the Newstead Lodge,
Nottingham. Bros. W. Mach'm Ingle, 253 ; W. Manning Lacey,
253 ; T. Sbi pton , W.M. GS1 ; II. Osborne, S.W. GS1 ; H. W.
Brentnali , 50G ; Henry Burn , 731; J. Jones, 731; W. Brooker ,
884 ; W. Adsetts, 787 ; W. Watson , 787 ; Martin 11. D. Cooke,
W. Faulkner, 731, G. Org. ; Siddal l , 787 ; W. Haslam, 787.

Most of the above-named brethren banquetted together in
the spacious lod ge room, after the ceremonies, under the presi-
dency of the newl y-installed W.M., assisted by his Wardens.

The ] oy:i ] and Masonic toasts were received with appropriate
honours , aud congratulatory speeches were addressed to Bro.
Hall upon the success of tbe undertaking. It appeared to be
the unanimous op inion of the brethren that the establishment
of the Royal Alfred Lodge would be a direct benefit to the
Craft, and that a more judicious selection of officers could not
have been made. A magnificent banner was, in the course of
tlie evening, presented to the lodge bv Bro. John Gamble ,
P. Prov. S.G.W. 

DEVONSHIRE.
MoniCE TOWN, DAVENPOKT.—Lodge St. Aubyn (No. 954).—

This lod ge held its usual monthl y meeting on Tuesday, the 13th
inst., at half-past six. The duties commenced by tbe raising of
four candidates , after which three were passed to tbe second
degree, the ceremonies being performed by Bro. Kent,

W.M., in bis usual efficient style. The usual monthly business
having been brought to a close, two gentlemen were named as
candidates for initiation and one as a joining brother. At tbe
refreshment table the visitors were loud in their praises of tbe
recep tion , and expressed their gratification at the working of
the lodge and the appearance cf its appointments.

DURHAM.
IlAETLErooL.—Harbour of Refuge Lodge (No. 7G4).—A

regular lod ge was holden at West Hartlepool on tbe 13th Dec.,
1864; present , Bros. G. W. Kirk, M.D., P.J.G.W., W.M. j XV.
Brunton , S.W. j K, B. Harpley, J.W.; Henry Rank, P.M.,
acting J.D., &e.; and visiting brethren James Groves , W.M.
of St. Helen's Lodge (No. 531) ; Emra Holmes, Prov. G. Sec,
S.W. of No. 531; Stonier Leigh , &c. The lodge having been
opened in due form and with solemn prayer , and the ordinary
business hay ing been completed , the following candidates
for initiation into the mysteries of ancient Freemasonry
were balloted for, accep ted , and dul y entered into the 1st
degree, or that of E. A., the ceremonies being gone through by
the W.M., Bro. Kirk :—Mr. W. Harrison , and ' Heir Adol pli
Bremer, of Hamburg h. Lodge being then raised to the 3rd
degree, Bro. Charles Pace was raised to the sublime degree of
M.M., the princi pal part of the impressive ceremonies being
performed by Bro. Jas. Groves. Lodge being closed, tbe
brethren then retired to refreshment , and an evening begun in.
peace was closed in harmony.

KENT.
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BELVIDEHE LODGE (No. 503).

The annal meeting of the above lodge was hel d on Tuesday, the
Gt-li inst., at tbe Star Hotel , Maidstone , when the 'ceremony of
tbe installation of the W.M.., Bro. J. Couper , took place. The
lod ge was visited by the following brethren :—Bro. J. Munn ,
P. Prov . S.G.D. ; li. Dives, Prov. G. Sec.; W. Moore , IV. F.
Catt , T. Instom , N. Martin , and A. Winter , of 290 ; T. F.
Nottlingham , P. Prov. S.G.W., and L. A. Hart , Prov. S.G.D.,
77; A. Cooley, P. Prov. G. Dir. of Cers.; and J. Herrring ton ,
W.M., 184; J. Keddell , P. Prov. S.G.W., 15S ; F. W. Elers,
Prov , J.G.W. ; H. Stock , P. Prov. G. Supt. of Works, 558;
J. F. Goldfinch , WM. 133; H. L. Sopwith , S74 ; E. Mudd and
J. W. Radley, 20; E. J. Stilwell , 917 ; A. T. Ky te, 400; W. E.
and G. Stone, 311; S. J. Bartlett, J. Woolcott , J. H. Costa ,
Swinfen , Field, &c. Among the brethren of Belvidero Lod ge
were Bros. Pike, Phil pott , Serjeant, Wardlaw, Vale, J. Crut-
tenden , jun., Page, F. Day, Monekton , Style, Blake, &c. The
lodge having been opened in the first and second degrees, the
W.M., Bro. J. B. Tolputt, in the most complimentary terms,
presented Bro. K. Pearson (one of the founders of Belvidere
Lod ge), with a very gratify ing testimonial from the brethren
of the lod ge, on his retirement from the office of Secretary, tbe
duties of which office be has gratuitou sly transacted with the
utmost zeal and ability for the last ten years. The testimonial
was very beautifull y engrossed on a large sheet, signed at the
foot, in 'different compartments , by the Past Masters, Worshi p-
ful Masters, Officers , and about fifty of the brethren , tbe R.W.
Prov. G.M., Viscount Holmesdale , heading the list. A very
elegantl y illuminated border surrounded it, in which was dis-
played on shields the emblems of tbe various offices he had held
in his own and the Provincial lodges. The testimonial was
handsomel y framed and glazed ; and was couched in tbe follow-
ing terms :—

"BELVIDERE LODGE , 503."
"To P.M. lino. H OBERV PEAKSON, P.S. 503, PAST PBOV.

J.G.D. KENT."
" We, the Worshi pful Master , Past Masters, aud brethren of

tbe Belvidere Lodge of Free and Accep ted Masons, desire to
express our hearty thanks for the zeal and ability with which
you havo for so many years gratuitousl y filled the office of
Secretary to this lodge, and to record our hi gh appreciation of
your eminent services as Warden , Worshi pful Master , Past
Master , and above all as a brother , whole valuable Masonic
knowled ge has always been in the kindest way placed at our
command.

" Knowing that the prosperity and welfare of the lodge, both
Masonically and financiall y, has ever been your study, and that
your successful exertions in that direction have been to you a
labour of love, and beyond all price, we desire to acknowledge
it in the same spirit.



" Collectivel y from this lodge, then, accept this record
of our thanks for your services, of our respect and esteem
fo.t you as a Mason , and our hearty good wishes for your
welfare.

" Individuall y we greet you as a brother, and a friend
who has won his way to our hearts , by the exercise of those
Masonic duties which carry brotherl y love beyond the lodge,
and render Masonry a real, thoug h unseen blessing to the
cemmunit y.

" May we have the pleasure of your society, and tbe
benefit of your counsel , for many years to eome, and may
the Great Architect of the Universe Mess and preserve you for
evermore." *~

[HERE FOLLOW THE SIGNA'TUKES.]
Bro. Pearson , P.M., acknowled ged the gift in a very feeling

and suitable manner. The lod ge was then opened in the third
degree , and the ceremony of installation was most impressivel y
performed by Bro. Savage , P.G.D. of England. At tbe con-
clusion of the ceremony, Bro. Page, P.M., in most flattering
terms , presented a very handsome Past Master 's jewel to Bro.
James Tol putt , P.M., as a testimonial from the iodge, for tbe
very valuable services rendered by him during his year of office ,
which he gracefull y acknowledged. The W.M. then proceeded
to invest the followin g Bros, as his officers for the ensuing
year:—Col. E. Scott, S.W.; E. W. Stephens, J.W. ; W. Finlay,
S.D.; G. B. Punter , J.D.; J. E. Webb, Dir. of Cers.; G. Somer-
viile, Sec. ; and G. Kerr, I.G. Bro. Kite was elected to fill the
office of Secretary in the room of Bro. Pearson , resigned.
The lod ge was then closed, and tbe brethren , about seventy in
number, adjourned to a sumptuous banquet prepared in the
very best sty le by Bro. Hubbard , the new and spirited young
host of the Star.

LANCASHIRE (WEST).
G ABSTON — Lodge of Harmony (No. 220).—This lodge, held

at the Wellington Hotel, was opened on the 5th inst. by the
W.M., Bro. Thos. Marsh , assisted by the officers of the lod ge.
Messrs. Thos. 0. Speakman and Thos. Gleave were initiated
into the myster ies of tbe Order. Bros. Jones, Machicoll , and
Marquis were passed to the second degree. Bros. Newbnrgb
and Edwards were raised to the third degree by the W.M., on
behalf of the St. John 's Lod ge, they being about to proceed to
sea. before their lod ge meeting. The working tools were ex-
plained by the J.W., and the charge delivered by tbe S.W.
Business of the lod ge over , it was closed in solemn form.
At refreshments , the usual loyal and Masonic toasts were done
justice to, but , as the work of tbe lod ge was heavy, the
Liverpool brethren were obliged to leave by special omnibus at
half-past nine o'clock.

LIVERPOOL.—Royal Victoria Lodge (No. 1,013).—This lodge,
held at the Masonic Temple, Hope-street, was opened on tbe
7th inst . by the W.M., assisted by the officers of the lodge.
Mr. Jacob Crierie was initiated into the mysteries of the Order
by the W.M. iu a most impressive manner. The working
tools were explained by the J.W., and the charge by tbe S.W.
A gentleman was proposed for initiation . The lodge was closed
in solemn form. This lod ge is working exceedingly well ;
indeed , only being at work for six months , it has paid for the
furniture and all claims upon it, aud is now in funds. The
brethren intend to make the W.M. a Life Governor of all the
Charities, commencing with the West Lancashire Masonic
Educational Institution , tbe mother lodge f rom which this
sprung being the largest contributor to that excellent institution.
The officers of this lod ge are all well up to their work , and
from the kind care and instruction tbe W.M. has given them ,
and from the instruction received from the Lodge of Instruction
connected with the mother lod ge, they are a credit to their
precep tors. This being the half-yearly meeting, a banquet was
prepared , to which the brethren did full justice. The loyal
and Masonic toasts were proposed by the W.M. in due course.
Bro. C. J. Banister replied for the M. W. Grand Master and the
Grand Officers of tbe Grand Lodge of England. Bro. the Rev.
S. Fox, P. Prov. G. Chap., of tbe Grand Lodge of Ireland ,
responded to the toast of the Grand Masters and Officers of the
Grand Lodges of Ireland and Scotland ; Bro. J. Mawdesl ey,
Prov. G. Sec., for tbe Provincial Grand Lodge of West Lanca-
shire ; Bro. Younghusband , for the West Lancash ire Masonic
Institution and the other Charities ; Bro. Mott, W.M. 241, for
the Instruction Lodge, of which he is the Preceptor ; Bro. the
S.W., for the Officers of the Lodge; Bro. Wylie, P. Prov.

TIIEKE are many trials in life which do not seem to come from
unwisdom or folly. They are silver arrow shot from the bow of
God and fixed inextricably in the quivering heart.

G.J.W., and Bro. Parker, Treas., each for himself. A most
agreeable evening was spent in social chat, love, and harmony,
and when the last toast was proposed , the brethren were sorry
to part , but happy to meet again. Bros. Mott, Wylie,
Mawdesley, Crierie , Younghusband, Broomfield, &c. enlivened
tbe meeting by their excellent songs.

YORKSHIRE (WEST).
Bj tSDTODV.—Tentalp lia Lodge (No. 974).—This lod ge bekl

its regular meeting on Thursday, Dec. 1st, on which occasion it-
also celebrated tbe Festival of St. John. The brethren assembled
at 5 o'clock. After the usual business had been disposed of,
Bro. Lieut. Colonel Hirst was passed to the 2nd degree. This
ceremony being concluded , the* next duty was that of installing
the Worship ful Master (Bro. Arthur Bri ggs) for the ensuing
year. The installation ceremony was performed in au able
manner by Bro. James Lumb, P.M., assisted by Bro. Thomas
Hill , P.M. The newly installed W.M. then expressed bis
thanks for the honour conferred upon him , in appropriate terms,
earnestl y desiring to continue tbe presti ge of the lod ge so-
satisfactoril y inaugurated by bis predecessor , Bro. William
Foster, P.M., and immediatel y proceeded to invest tbe following
officers :—Bros. Little, S.W.; Leeson , J.W.; Rev. H. J. Bur-
field, Chaplain; Goldschmidt, S.D.; E. Carbutt, J.D.; John
Foster, I.G. ; Laurie, Secretary ; H. 0. Mawson , Treasurer;
Watson , Tyler. The brethren adjourned to the Talbot Hotel ,
where a sump tuous banquet was served at 7 o'clock , after which-
the usual loyal and Masonic toasts were given by the Worsh ip-
ful Master, and duly honoured. On the health of the retiring
Master being given , Bro. W. Foster congratulated tbe brethren
on the flourishing condition of this new lodge, expressing bis
thanks on being its first Master , and assuring his brethren of
bis unabated interest in every thing that concerned its welfare.
The expression of these sentiments , so ably and emphaticall y
given , was listened to by tbe brethren with marked attention ,
followed by enthusiastic app lause. The Worshi pful Master and
Chaplain also, in responding to their healths, congratulated the
Lod ge on the proud position it had attained in so sboit a
period , the latter particularl y dwelling on tbe good feeling
which reunions of this kind must naturall y produce .

mAmoim. —Lodge of Hope (No. 302).—-The W.M. of this
lod ge took tbe chair at the Masonic Hall , on Monday, Dec.
12th , at six o'clock p.m., and after the usual routine proceeded
to initiate three gentlemen into the mysteries of the Order , in
which pleasing dut y be was assisted by several Past Masters.
The attendance of brethren on this occasion was unusually large,
great interest being felt in tbe elevation to the chair of Bro.
J. J. Schceppi. The installation was conducted by Bro. J. Lumb,
assisted by Bro. Thomas Hill , P.M. Amongst the brethren
present we noticed the following Past Masters;—Rogerson ,
Hill , Gash , Smith , Taylor, Robinson , Mawson , Lumb, Rhodes ,
Rev. Wm. Fearnsides, Chap lain , C. Semon (Mayor of Bradford),
H. Butterworth , S.W., C. Pratt , J.W., and upwards of fifty
other brethren ; the newly installed Worshi pful Master in a
pleasing manner expressed bis thanks for the good position in
which the brethren bad placed him , assuring them that every
energy at his command should be devoted to continue the pros-
perity of this numerous and flourishing lodge. Ho then pro-
ceeded to invest the following officers , addressing them in
suitable and cheering remarks expressive of his firm conviction
that each and all , with zeal and punctuality, would assist him
to discharge his onerous duties—Bro. Ibbotson , S.W. ; Pickard ,
J.W. ; Rev. Wm. Fearnsides , Chap. ; John Army tage, S.D. ;
Blyche, J.D. ; Lumb, P.M., Treas. ; Holt , Sec; Bottomley,
I.G. ; Holme, Tyler. Amongst other business the Ball Com-
mittee reported that tbe annual reunion , on Nov. 25th , had
passed off in its usual satisfactory manner ; the proceedings of
the Lod ge Committee called for important business were sub-
mitted to the brethren and duly confirmed. One of the pleasing
incidents of the evening was the voting of a testimonial and
jewel to the retiring Treasurer for long and devoted services.
The business of the lodge was concluded at 9.30, and the
brethren retired to refreshment , the W.M. presiding. Bro.
Gaunt ably fulfilled the office of Director of the Ceremonies.



EOYAL ARCH.

DEVONSHIRE.
EAST STOREHOUSE . — Chap ter Fortitude (No. 105). — This

chapter met at tbe Prince George Hotel , on Wednesday, the
30th ult., K. Comps. Samuel Jew, P.G.J., as M.E.Z.; Richard
Rodda , P. Prov. G.J., as If.; William Chapman , P.G. Dir. of
Cers., as J.; James Rowe, P.Z., P. Prov. P. Soj., Treas. ; John
Rogers, P.Z., Prov. Assist. Janitor ; Isaac. Watts, P. Prov. G.
Treas.; Comps. B. Stoneman , as E.; II. Kent, as N.; Thomas
Ash, P.S. ; and a large number of the members, together with
many distinguished companions , comprising E. Comps. Jenkin
Thomas, P.Z. ; Hy. Maynard, P.Z. ; John Dupre, P.G. Prin.
Soj., Chapter 70; and Comp. Wm. Hill, the last of whom was
proposed as a joining member. The chap ter being opened in
due form , and the minutes of the former meeting read
and confirmed, three candidates, Bros. George Hillson, Edward
Ash , and Wm. Hicks, all of Lodge Fortitude (No. 105), were
duly balloted for, and having been accepted, and signed the re-
quired declaration, were admitted, and tbe rites of this supreme
degree masterly and correctly administered by E. Comp.
Isaac Watts, who performed the ceremony by desire of the
M.E.Z. E. Comps. Jenkin Thomas, and Henry Maynar d, P.Z.'s,
were proposed as honorary members, m compliment for the
zeal and assistance they have always manifested for the
chapter when called upon to occupy any of the vacant chairs.
The proposition was received with acclamation by all present.
The arrangement and appearance of the chapter was the
admiration of all , the splendid new robes of the. Princi pals
being worn on this occasion; indeed , but few trifling additions
are now required to render this one of the most elegant chapters
in the province.

MORICE TOWN, DEVONI-ORT.— St. Aubyn Chapter (No. 954).
—A convocation^ this chapter was held on Friday, the 9th inst.
Three brethren of St. Aubyn Lodge were after the usual ballot
exalted to this supreme degree. The ceremonial was performed
by the Z. of the Chap ter , E. Comp. Metham , ably assisted by
E. Comps. Chappie and Kent, each performing tbe part of the
ceremonial allotted to him with considerable ability. During
the evening no less than nine Past Princi pals were present , an
occurrence so rave in the neighbourhood as to be worthy of
record. At tbe festive board each visiting companion expressed
himself highly pleased at the visit , and the whole united in com-
plimenting the Chapter on tbe efficiency of tbe officers and the
faultless working of the degree.

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR.

GRAN D CONCLAVE.
The half-yearly meeting of Grand Conclave took place in the

hall of the Masonic Union Company, 14, Bedford-row, on
Friday, December the 9th , at three o'clock. The following
Grand , Past Grand, Officers and Kni ghts Companions were pre-
sent :—Sir Knt. Stuart , M.E. and S.G.M. ; Burchell Heme,
D. Prov. G. Com . Herts, and P. 1 G. Cap t.; Lieut.-Colonel H.
Clerk, Kemys Tynte, P.E.C, D. Prov . G. Com. Kent , and P.G.
Sub-Prior ; Dr. J. S. Tulloch, Observance, P. 1G. Capt. ; Major
Bu.iney, Tem ple Cressiijg, P.G. Cap t.; Dr. George Harcourt ,
Prov. G. Com. Surrey ; E. Pierpoiut , Jacques de Molay, 2 G
Capt. of Lines ; Chas. J. Vigne, Prov. G. Com. Dorset; Cap tain
N. G. Phili ps, Kemys Tynte , G. Sub-Prior; C. I. Bannister ,
•Tacque3 de Molay, P. 1 G. Cap t.; J. Barker , Kent , P. 1 G.
Capt.; Rev. Dr. Senior , Prince Frederick , P.G. Almoner ;  M. II.
Shuttleworth , G.V.C.; XV. Blenkin , Harcourt , P.G. Chamber-
lain; F. Binckes, Mount Calvary, Assist. G. Dir. of Cers.; W.
¦Pans, Mount Calvary, G. Banner Bearer; T. " Mills , Loyal
Brunswick , 3rd Grand Standard Bearer; J. II. Law, Observance,
G. Chancellor; 0. Swan , Mount Calvary, P.Assist. G.Dir.ol ' C'ers.;
G. Lambert , Stuart , 1 G. Aide-de-Cam p ; J. II. Cox , William
Stuart , 2 G. Standard Bearer; Capt. Barlow , United , P. 1 G,
Aide-de-Camp;C. W. Griffiths, St. Amand's, 1G. Expert ; Walter

Lean , Mount Calvary, 2 G. Herald ; H.- J. Thompson , Mount
Calvary, 1 G. Herald ; Colonel Goddard, St. George's, 1 G.
Capt. ; Capt. Miller Layton , Stuart , 2 G. Capt.; Rev. J.
Huyshe, Prov. G. Com. Dj von and Cornwall ; Rev. C. R. Davy,
Bladud, P.G.P.; R. W. Falconer, Jil.D., Bladud, D. Prov. G.
Com. Somerset ; XV. 0. Thompson , Cocur de Lion, P.G. Provost ;
II, Spratt , Observance , P. 1 G. Capt.; R. Spencer, St. George's,
P.G. Banner-bearer; J. XV. Figg, Kemys Tynte, P.G. Banner-
bearer; Capt. Boy le, P.G. Sub-Prior; Rev. J. Thomas, Bald-
win, as Grand Prelate; R. R. Rodd , Loyal Brunswick, P.G.S.B.
and Matthew Cooke, G. Organist. The following Sir Knts.
were also present :—Colonel Median , Royal Naval ; S. Brizzi ,
Loyal Brunswick ; J. Le Neven , St. George's ; Charles Goolden ,
Faith and Fidelity; E. C. Still well , Mount Calvary ; Fitzroy
Somerset , Calfe ; Rev. R. XV. Thomas, Baldwin, Prov. G. Prel.
Bristol ; F. King, Bladud; G. T. Davis, Observance ; J.
Stohwasscr, Mount Calvary ; W. Smith, St. George's; Brack -
stone Baker, Faith and Fidelity ; C. Horsley, Stuart ; G. E.
Worley, Faith and Fidelity ;  J. C. Sharp, Observance, besides
several others whose names we could not ascertain.

The business was chiefly confined to the subject of costume
and tbe revision of the statutes. The statutes now describe
tbe former to be a cloak, baklrick, sword, and jewel ; and there
they leave the matter, thus getting rid of aprons, tunics, and
all other portions of dress either new or old, recognised or un-
recognised. The adoption of this led to some discussion, in
which Sir Knts. Binckes, Meymott , Ilnyslie, Barker, Barney,
Spratt, Thomas, and Tomkins, took part , and was, on division

^carried by thirty-seven against seven. The thanks of tbe Grand
Conclave were voted to the Grand Chancellor and Captain
Boy le for the attention to the appeal case of Sir Knt. Cameron .
Col. Clerk moved that the statutes, as revised and settled, be
forthwith printed under Sir Knt. Meymott's supervision , which
was agreed to. Sir Knt. Meymott moved that tbe G. Treasurer
be directed to pay to the Masonic Union Company £100 for
twenty paid-up shares, and observed that the Conclave were
only tenants, pay ing £35, and had no further interest in the
company. This led to a discussion , iu which Sir Knt. Tomkins
remarked that they could well afford it , but must remember
they were not a chartered body, and could not become traders,
or bo identified with the company. Sir Knt. Huyshe followed
on tbe same side, and advocated a gift of £100 instead. Sir
Knt. Meymott withdrew his motion , and altered it to a donation
of £100 ; upon which Sir Knt. Capt. Boy le protested against
its adoption , coup led, or uncoup led, with any condition. It
was, after further discussion , put to the vote, and the numbers
stood as 32 for taking shares, and 27 for making the sum a
donation. The shares being carried , they were ordered to be
taken in the name of the G. Treasurer , Sir Knt. Tomkius.
Sir Knts. G. Harcourt , M.D., and the Rev. Dr. Senior were in-
stalled as Provincial Grand Commander s, the former for Surrey,
and the latter for North and East Yorkshire. The alms were
collected , amounting to upwards of six pounds. The petitions
of Sir Knts. Thomas Vesper and Philpott were read , and five
pounds were voted to the former, and three pounds to the
latter. After which tbe Conclave was closed, and the Sir
Kni ghts adjourned to the banquet , at which the usual toasts
were given and speeches made.

DEVONSHIRE.
DEVONPOET .—Royal Sussex Encampment.—This encamp-

ment , lor a long period in a dormant state , has (by permission)
been removed to a more fruitful  soil, viz., from Tiverton to
Devonport. A meeting for the dispatch of business was held at
the Fidelity Lod ge-room , Devonport , on the evening of Thurs-
day, the 8th inst., presided over by Sir Knight Dr. Dowse, P.E.C,



Loyal Brunswick. Four companions were balloted for, unani-
mously elected Sir Knights of the Order, and duly received the
honour of Masonic kni ghthood at tbe hands of tbe above-
named veteran. These duties having been gone through , tbe
Almoner collected the usual alms, and the Sir Kni ghts ad-
journed to the banquet. " Success to the Royal Sussex" was
duly honoured , as also "The Newl y-installed Sir Knights,"
which was suitably responded to. Sir Kni ght Chapp ie pro-
posed, in highly eulogistic terms, " The Health of Sir Kni ght
Clase," who has worked hard in obtaining this encampmen t for
Devonport.

MARK MASONRY.

METROPOLITAN.
THISTLE LODGE (No. 8).—On Friday evening, the 2nd inst.,

this influential lodge of Mark Masters assembled at Dicks
Hotel, Fleet-street. Three brethren were admitted to the
degree by Bro. Cottcbrune, Past Master of the lod ge, acting for
Bro. Henry Carpenter , ill, but present. Bro. Piatt, S.W., was
installed in the chair by Bro. Binckes. The retiring Master was
presented with a handsome Past Master's jewel by Bro.
Cotterbrune in the name of the lodge, iu acknowled gment of
his very valuable services during bis year of office. The lodge
was numerously attended , and the working such as might be
expected under the superintendence of so learned and efficient a
Mark Master as Bro. Cottebrune. The banquet was served in
brother Judd's (th e proprietor cf the hotel) best style. Bro.
Binckes, Grand Secretary of the Mark degree, in one of his most
eloquent speeches, acknowledged the toast of the Grand Officers.
Several of the Past Masters of this lodge are members of Grand
Lodge. Bros. Binckes, Grand Secretary, Dr. Nolan, Past Super-
intendent of Works, Figg, and Cottebrune , Past Sword Bearers .
Tbe toast of the Past Masters was acknowled ged by Bros .
Adams and Dr. Nolan, in practical and useful addresses. The
evening was pleasantl y and instructivel y passed. The Thistle
Lodge continues in numbers and zeal to maintain its high
position in connection with Mark Masonry, and is still making
progress.

INDIA.

(From the Indian Freemasons ' Friend.)
PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE OF SOUTHERN INDIA.

At a communication holden at Lodge Perfect Unanimity,
Madras, 18th August , 1864, A.L. 5S6S,

The Provincial Grand Lodge was opened in duo and ancient
form, and with solemn invocation of God's blessing.

The proceedings of the last meeting were read and confirmed.
Tbe Prov. G. Master bad much pleasure in informin g the

brethren present, that Masonry continued to make satisfactory
progress in this provinve. He would proceed to mention each
lodge; and firstl y with regard to the Presidency Lodges, Perfect
Unanimity and Universal Charity, he need only say that they
were working satisfactori ly. Lodge Goodwill , Bellary, one of
the oldest lod ges in the province , and which had for some time
past been in abeyance, had been lately re-opened under favour-
able auspices, and be trusted it would flourish. Lodge St. John ,
Secumlerabad, bad been actively working, but owing to ap-
proaching changes of troops, the Prov. G. Master had been
obli ged to grant a dispensation to elect a Master during the
present year , in order to insure the continuous working of the
lodge. As a mark of his high opinion of this lodge, the Prov.
G. Master intended to app oint one of its most active officers to
Prov. Grand rank. Lodge Military, Bangalore, had worked very
well thus far, and , in the absence of the late Master , a dispen-
sation had been granted to elect another during the year.
Lod ge Rock , Trichinopol y, had been disturbed by dissensions
during the past year, but the Prov. Grand Master trusted that
the harmony which should characterise so old a lodge had now
been restored. The Prov. G. Master was much gratified to re-
ceive excellent accounts of the working of Mount Lodge. The
new lod ge, Oriental Star, Cannanore , had made no returns up
to the present , but the lod ge was supposed to be in working
order. Owing to informalities zn the petition , the warrant for
this lod ge had not yet been granted by the Grand Lodge.
Lodge Victoria , in Burniab , from its commencement had been
very punctual in its returns , and had evidently been conducted

©fcituarg.

BRO, THE REV. EDWARD GAMBIER PYM,
P. PROY. G. CHAPLAIN.

On Tuesday, the 29fch day of November, the funeral of
Bro. the Rev. Edward Gambier Pym, Past Provincial
Grand Chaplain, took place at the parish church, Filey,
Yorkshire.

The deceased brother was the Rector of Washington ,
in the county of Durham, and Incumbent of FylingdaleSj
near Whitby, during which time he was a member of the
Lion Lodge of Ereemasons, held at the latter place.

The funeral service was performed by his brother,
assisted by the Rev. J. C. Kemp, curate at Filey, aud was
attended by a large number of Freemasons fro m the Old
Globe Lodge (No. 200), Scarborough, of which lodge he
was a member ; amongst whom were Bros. J. F. Spurr,
P.M. ; H. Martin , P.M. ; the Eev. D. L. Alexander,
Chap. ; G. Symons, S.W. ; H. A. Williamson , J.W. ; Hy.
Garrett , S.D.; Charles Hill, J.D. ; G. Guarnerio , Sec. ;
W. Peacock, E. Brown , Brennan, W. Prince, R. H. Pea-
cock, Thomas Harrison , S. Gibson, W. Peacock, H. W.
Wellburn, J. Gibbs, W. H. Candler ; and from the Royal
Lodge, Filey, were present, Bros. J. Chambers, W.M. ;
R. Dobson , S.W. ; W. F. Farthing, J.W. ; J. J. Kilby,
S.D. ; Robert Hoppar, J.D. ; G. Long, Sec, &c.

The deceased brother, although but a compara tively
short period a resident of Scarborough, gained not alone
the respect and esteem of his brother Masons, but also
of the inhabitants by his universal kindness and affability.

in a very praiseworth y manner. The Prov. G. Master regretted
to have again to complain of Lodge St. Andrew , Kamptee,
which bad made no return since the last meeting, and he was
unable to state whether the lodge is in working order. He
wished particularl y to impress upon tbe Masters of all lodges
the necessity of punctuality in the returns to the Prov. G.
Lodge, and he would much regret having to put tbe penalty of
expulsion in force against any lod ge in this province '.

The Prov. G. Master then proceeded to appoint the following
officers for the ensuing year, viz. :—
Bro. T. Martin Prov. S.G.W.
„ T. Blissett „ J.G.D.
„ A. W. Alymer „ J.G.D.
„ Rev. W. Hickey „ G. Chap.
„ Gordon „ G. Reg.
., W. F. G. Irvine „ G. Sec.
„ C. Scott „ G. Dir. of Cars.
„ Aklritt „ G. Assist. Dir. of Cers.
„ W. H. Buchan „ G. Purst.
„ Williams „ G. Sword Bearer.
„ W. Fraser „ G. Supt. of Works.
„ W. H. Bradley „ G. Org.

ROYAL ARCH.
SIMLA.— Chap ter Dalhousie.—At a Convocation of Chapter

Dalhousie held at Simla on Friday, the 23rd September,
present, M. E. Comps. H. J. Wahab , as P.L.; D. S. Henry, as
P.H. j T. Wood, as P.J. V. E. Comp. \V. H. Hoff , Scribe E,
E. Comps. E. K. 0. Gilbert , Scribe N.; XV. II. Wilson , P. Soj. ;
Graham , James.fBoddam , Calkm, D'Cruz, De Russett, Melville
Clarke , Tapp, and Harris. Comp. Wahab had placed tbe
Chapter under a great obligation by coming over from Kus-
sowlie for tbe purpose of conferring the Roy al Arch Degree on
the Master Masons in Simla , who were candidates for it. A
vote of thanks to Comp. Wahab was proposed by Comp. Wood,
and was cordiall y agreed to. Of the six candidates for exal-
tation , two were unavoidably absent. The following, after
being strictly examined , were admitted separately and exalted :—
J. Webb, A. Robertson , R. Dixon , A. Waller. The historical
lecture was delivered by Comp. Wood, and the other lectures
by Comp. Wah ab.



LITERARY EXTRACTS.

TUB EARLY DAYS or ROBERT STEPUENSON .—The exact
year of Robert 's entry into Rutter 's school cannot be as-
certained , but be was quite a little fellow when he first
felt his master's cane. The walk over the glebe farm
and past the church yard fro m the West Moor to Long
Benton-street—a distance of about a mile, or a mile and
a hrdf— was a long way for him, and Aunt N elly used to
pity her bairn for having to trud ge so far, to and fro.
He had not been long at school when the season of har-
vest came, and Aunt Nelly went out gleaning. Little
Robert Stephenson petitioned his father for leave to ac-
company Aunt Eleanor and the gleaners. George by no
means approved the request, as he argued that be did
not pay fourpence, or possibly sixpence a week, for his
son's schooling, in the expectation that the young scholar
should leave his books at the fivst temptation. But the
petition was granted in the following terms :—Weel,
gang; but thou maun be oot a' day ; nao skulking, and
nae shirking. And thou maun gan through fra the first
to th' end o' gleaning." On this understanding Robert
and Aunt Eleanor started for their vagrant toil, but long
before sunset the boy was very tired. Ho kept up man-
fully, however, aud as he trotted homewards at nightfall
by the side of his aunt ho, like her, carried a full bag. At
the gate of the West Moor cabin stood George Stephen-
son, ready to welcome them. Quickly discerning the
effort Robert was making to appear gallant and fresh,
the father inquired , " Weel, Bobby, boo did the' come
on ?" " Yara wool , father," answered Bobby stoutly. The
next da}', bent on not giving in , the boy rose early, and
for a second time accompanied the gleaners. The poor
child slept for hours under the hedgerows ; and when
evening came ho trotted home, bag in hand, but holding
on to Aunt Nelly's petticoats. Again at the garden
wicket George received them, with amused look, and the
same inquiry : " Weel, Bobby, how do the' come on ?"
" Mhldlin," father, answered Bobby, sulkily ;  and drop-
ping his bag, ho hastened into the cottage, and was asleep
iu a couple of minutes. The third day came, and little
Robert did bis bravest amongst the gleaners ; but the day
was too much for him ; his pride gave in, and ou lagging
home at nightfall, when he was once more asked by his
father, " Weel, Bobby, hoo did the' come on?" he burst
into tears, aud cried , " Oh , father—warse and warse,
warse and warso; let me gan to school agyen." It was
not the time to point the moral of those last three days,
but the next day (Sunday, wheu even gleaners rest) the
young father took bis'ckild under his arm, and placing
him on the knee where he had so often sat, told him to
be a good boy over his book , to leave hard work of the
body for a few years to his elders, and to thank God that
he (unlike his father) was not in childhood required to
toil hard all day for a few pence. It was a sermon fit for
a day of rest, and from no lips could it have come more
appropriately than from the lips of George Stephenson.
—The Li/e of Robert Stephenson, F.U.S., §'c. By J. 0.
Jeaffreson.

CHARLES BULLER .—The name of Charles Buller, by
several resemblances—by his wit, by his death at a
moment when his fame was culminating and higher

political honours had begun to come to him, by many
qualities described iu Burke's famous eulogy on Charles
Townshend—involuntarily recalls to mind that more
eminent but less estimable politician. For of Charles
Buller it might have been as truly said in the House of
Commons, when he had cecsed to adorn it, as it was said
by Burke of Charles Townshend : " In truth , he was the
delight aud ornament of this House, and the charm of
every private society which ho honoured with his pre.
sence. Perhaps there never arose in this country, nor
in any other country, a man of a more pointed and
finished wit, and of a more refined , exquisite, aud pene-
trating jud gment. If he had not so great a stock as
some have had, who flourished formerly, of knowledge
long treasured up, be knew better by far thau any man
I ever was acquainted with, how to bring together within
a short time all that was necessary to establish, to illus-
trate, and to decorate that side of the question he sup-
ported. He stated his matter skilfull y and powerfully.
He particularly excelled iu a most luminous explanation
aud display of his subject. His style of argument was
neither trite and vulgar, not subtle and abstruse. He
hit the House just between wind and water. Burke
qualified his praise of Townshend's judgment by a few
words which I have omitted—" where his passions were
not concerned." These words do not apply to Charles
Buller, and here lay one point of superiority. Charles
Buller was also not a trimmer or a weaver. He was au
earnest, single-minded, consistent politician. It is be-
lieved that bis political advancement was for some time
retarded by the character which he had acquired of a
joker; but whoever thought that under that bright
pleasant surface of playful humorousuess there was a
character wanting in solidity or strength of purpose,
was greatly mistaken.—Macmillan 's Magaz ine.

PUBLIC AMUSEMENTS.

ST. JAMES'S HALL.
Next to being the greatest man in the world, to be the

smallest should seem to be the most enviable of dis-
tinctions. The newest aspirant to the latter dignity is
a certain Commodore Nutt, who, in company with Miss
Minnie Warren, who claims to be not only the tiniest
of her sex, but the most diminutive human being on
earth , made his firs t public appearance in this country
at St. James's Hall on Monday, and received a hearty
welcome from a very numerous audience. Though, not
descended from a race of pigmies, for it is said that his
parents were of average stature, Commodore Nutt is
himself infinitesimal. Rarely has an immortal soul been
encased iu so diminutive a frame. True to his name,
he looks as though he might, like Shakespeare's hero,
be " bounded in a nutshell," and think himself " master
of infinite space." His height is stated to be 29 inches,
his weight 24 lbs., and his age 20 years. Of his naval
achievements history has yet to speak; but it "will be
readily admitted that he is a man of very remarkable
presence. He is, however, something more than a
dwarf . He is a clever actor, and gives abundant proof
that he is not without intellect. On the contrary, he



is a smart, intelligent little fellow, and does a variety
of-difficult things with precision and exper tness. His
histrionic talent is genuine and versatile, and, being of
Yankee birth, it is scarcely necessary to add that ex-
cessive modesty does, not prevent the effective display
of his powers. OF his performances, it will suffice to
say that they are alternately musical and dramatic, and
that they partake of the nature of the representations
with which the class of artists known as " entertainers "
are wont to regale the public. Ho imitates the doings
of a drunken man, mimics the witless buffooneries d?
an Irish peasant, plays upon the drum , dances a sailor's
hornpipe, simulates the attitudes of the Grecian statues,
delivers a stump oration , represents a variety of dis-
similar characters, and does other things too numerous
to mention with an ease and spirit that betoken un-
questionable ability. A prosperous career is probably
in store for him in this wonder-loving age ; and it is
not unlikely that he may share with General Tom
Thumb the blissful desti ny for which many a man of
ordinary stature might sigh in vain—that of having
beeu kissed by a million and a half of ladies. Miss
Minnie Warren , with whom he is associated , and who
is sister of Mrs. General Tom Thumb, is still smaller
than the Commodore, being only 2-1 inches high, and
weighing only 19 lbs. Her toilette is superb , and her
demeanour bespeaks a due sense of her own importance.
She sings some duets and performs some dances with
the Commodore, and materially contributes to the
success of the entertainment. The presents bestowed
upon Commodore Nutt and Miss Warren are exhibited
at the close of the levee, and on the conclusion of each
performance the Lilliputian couple are conveyed from
the hall in a carriage which is described as " a splendid
miniature coach, drawn by four of the smallest ponies
in the world, attended by servants iu livery, the whole
a present from General Tom Thumb to Commodore
Nutt." Thus enthusiastically applauded and luxuri-
ously located , the Commodore appears to have a jovial
life of it, and is possibly an object of envy to grenadiers.

NATIONAL CHORAL SOCIETY.
The fifth season commenced on Wednesday at Exeter

Hall with a performance of Mendelssohn's "Elijah ,"
which , although open to exceptions, was by far the best
¦given of that oratorio by the young society since its
establishment. The princi pal singers were Miss Louisa
Pyne, Miss Annie Cox, Miss Palmer Lisle, Miss Palmer,
Messrs. Sims Reeves, Walker, L. Thomas, aud E. Murray.
Miss Louisa Pyne shines no less in the sacred concert
room ithan she does on the stage. Her singing
was incomparable from first to last. Not to mention
what are termed the especial " points " for the soprano
—such as the great air, " Hear ye, Israel ;" the recitative
and duet with Elijah , " Give me thy son ;" and the lead-
ing part in the melodious trio, " Lift thine eyes," in
¦which the accomplished artist was sure to create an
effect—we may instance the responses of the boy to
Elijah when he is told to lookout in.the heavens for the
cloud which is to bring the longed-for rain, which Miss
Pyne gave p ianissimo with such beauty, clearness, and

purity of voice as to elicit a murmur of applause through-
out the hall, even at the risk of spoiling the most
splendid passage in the oratorio. These responses have
been resigned in her later performances by Madame Lind-
Goldsmidt to another singer, why it was not easy to
say.

It was fortunate, too, for the performance that Mr.
Sims Reeves had entirely recovered from his recent
indisposition, and that he was enabled to sing the
tenor music iu his grandest and most finished manner.
There was not a trace of illness or weakness in the
recitative which precedes the great air " If with all
your hearts ;" on the contrary, Mr. Reeves's voice in the
upper tones sounded firm and bright as a trumpet ,
while the air itself—a severe test for the tenor—was
never more magnificently sung, oven by the singer
himself. The hall rang with applause when Mr. Reeves-
sat down. Mr. Reeves's other great display iu " Elijah "
—as every amateu r ef sacred music must know—is the
air " Then shall the righteous ," more difficult and exact-
ing even than the firs t, and which Mr. Reeves declaims
with no less vocal charm, masterly skill, and grandeur
of style. Of the tenor recitatives which play so
important a par t in the oratorio, it is enough to say
that they were delivered with that combination of con-
summate ease and art so essential to their proper ex-
pression , in which Mr. Reeves has no superior and very
few equals.

Mr. Lewis Thomas sang the music of Elijah carefully
and well, and was complimented warmly for his singing
of the air "Is not his word like a fire," the florid pas-
sages in which (after the manner of Handel) he gave
with more than usual clearness. Upon Miss Palmer
devolved the contralto music, and to no better hands
could it have been entrusted. The smaller parts were
most efficiently sustained by Misses Annie Cox and
Palmer Lisle, Messrs. Walker and E. Murray. The
attendance was very large.

THE WEEK.

THE COTTET.—Her Majesty and family, who are at present at
Windsor , are expected to proceed to Osborne to-day or Mon-
day. The Prince and Princess of Wales remain in Sandring-
liam.

GENERAL HOME NEWS.—The Registrar-General 's returns for
last week show that the mortality of the metropolis is still on
the decline, though it has not yet fallen to the average of deaths.
The deatb3 for tbe week amounted to 1,522, which is 102 below
the previous weel:, but is 55 above the estimated number of the
corresponding week for tbe last ten years. Tbe births were
1.9G1 which was also 55 above the average. It is stated that
Parliament will meet " for the despatch of business" on the 7th
of February. The Lords of the Treasury have issued a
minute directing that Monday, the 26th instant , shall be ob-
served as a holiday at the Customs, the Inland Revenue Off ice ,
the Post Office , and generally in all places that are under Go-
vernment control. They have also given notice to the Bank of
England to pay all bills accepted by the Paymaster General on
the 24th if they are presented for payment on that day, but at
the same time they are obliged to add that if they are presented'



on tbe 26th they must be then paid. The day cannot therefore
be observed as a universal holiday at the Bank of England , and
the same reasons will operate with regard to all other banks. 
The pauperism of the cotton manufacturing districts continues
to decline. Mr. Purely reports that there is a decrease of
2,100 paupers in the twenty-eight distressed unions on a com-
parison of the first week of the present month with the last
week of November. Seven unions show an aggregate increase
of '110 paupers ; five are without change, and sixteen have de-
creased. The highest figures recorded of the unions in the
ast-named sections are Asbton-undcr-Lyue, 390 ; Burnley,

350 ; Bury, 250 ; Manchester, 100 ; Preston , 390 ; and Tod-
morden , 580. Tbe total number of persons now on the rates
is 100,590. The able-bodied paupers went off the relief lists
last week to the amount of 1,000. The Guardians ' disburse-
ments for outdoor relief diminished at the same time by £116;
the total distribution amounting to £6/117. The funeral of
tbe late Earl of Carlisle took place on Tuesday at Castle
Howard. During his last illness the deceased nobleman ex-
pressed a desire that bis funeral should be conducted with the
greatest possible privacy, and his wishes were strictly complied
with. A meeting was held at the Mansion House, on
Wednesday, the Lord Mayor in the chair, in support of a
project for the establishment of an orphan asylum, to bo called
tbe Albert Orphan Asylum, to be erected on Bagsbot Heath .
It is proposed that tbe asylum, when complete, shall contain
1,000 orphans, and an interesting peculiarity of tbe scheme is
*hat the subscribers are to elect tbe children without being
ubject to the 'annoyance of a canvass. Clifton Suspension

Bridge, which stretches across the A von, and connects Somer-
setshire with Gloucestershire , was formall y opened on
Thursday last week. Its construction was contemplated 100
years since , and it was commenced upwards of thirt y years ago,so
that on its completion the Bristol people could not do less than
make holiday. All the shops were closed in tbe town, tbe
Volunteers, friendl y societies, and trades' unions, turned out
with their banners and insignia iu great force, and a long pro -
cession having followed tbe directors over the brid ge and re-
turned, the chairman delivered an adddress. The Bishop of
Bath and Wolls offered up prayer, after which tbe Lords
Lieutenants of the two counties , the Earls Ducie aud Cork,
declared the brid ge duly opened. Salutes were fired , the
National Anthem played, and so the ceremony ended. In
tbe evening there was a substantial banquet at the
Victoria Rooms, several private balls were held in the
neighbourhood , and the brid ge was brilliantly illuminated. 
An important resolution was adop ted by tbe Metropolitan Board
of Works at their last weekly meeting. Mr. Samuda called the
attention of the board to the fact that No. 1 contract of tbe
Thames Embankment , in the hands of Mr. Furness , was pro-
ceeding at a rate which would require eight years for its com-
pletion , instead of two years and a half , in which the contractor
was bound to complete the* task. A letter was read from Mr.
Furness making various excuses for the slow progress hitherto
made ; but they failed to satisfy tbe board , which remitted to
the embankment committee to examine into the matter, and
report what steps ought to be taken in consequence of tbe
delay. Now that exhibitions of tbe products of "working-
class" ingenuity and skill are being promoted in various parts
of the country, a movement has been set on foot to protect con-
tributors to such collections in the right of their inventions.
Such protection was accorded to exhibitors at tbe Great Exhi-
bition of 1862 ; and tbe Attorney-General stated , at a meeting
held on Tuesday night, that he was read y to use all his influence
in favour of a measure for the extension of this privilege to

what we have now come to call Industrial Exhibitions. 
The question of the utilisation of town sewage has been
brought under the notice of Sir George Grey by a numer-
ous deputation , representing Birmingham, Preston , Not-
tingham, Derby, and other places of importance. It was sug-
gested that the Government should introduce a bill empowering
Corporations to construct works for utilising sewage. Sir
George Grey said the subject was under the consideration of the
Government , and, while be gave no definite pledge as to tbe in-
troduction of a measure, he requested tbe deputation to forward
to him a statement of the plans upon which they proposed to
proceed. A boat race from Putney to Mortlake for £200
was rowed on Wednesday between Frank Kilsby and David
Coombes. The race ori ginated in the late competition
for Doggett's coat and bad ge, which Coombes won , but
which Kilsby, who was second , thought he ought to
have had. In the race on Wednesday Kilsby was un-
fortunatel y suffering from an ulcerated throat , which , it
may be inferred , told against his rowing. He was beaten
by a few seconds, and bis opponent was again declared the
winner . The Court of Session decided on Saturday to
" apply" the jud gment of the House of Lords in tbe Yelverfcon
care; that is to say (as we understand the matter) the
highest jud icature in Scotland formally bowed to the reversal
of its own decree by tbe supreme tribunal . It would seem,
however , as if we were never to hear the last of this case; for
no sooner had the decision of the Court been announced
than the Lord Advocate , acting on behalf of Miss Long-
worth , intimated his intention of "referring the whole case
to the oath of tbe defender , William Charles Yelverton. 
A trial for breach of promise of marriage, under circumstances
which the plaintiff' s counsel well described as unparalleled , has
taken place in the Court of Common Pleas. The defendant , a
Mr. Ly le, while an undergraduate at Cambrid ge, fell in love
with bis landlad y's daughter , and , though tbe girl's friends
made objections on the ground of the dispari ty of their condi-
tion , he insisted on forming an engagement. This lasted for
some time, though be kept it secret from his own friends, and
again and again the lad y offered to break off the match , which
the gentleman as strenuousl y resisted . At last he resolved
to provide a home for her in tbe colonies, and went
out to New Zealand for that purpose , His last letter was
written to her by means of a homeward-bound ship they fell
in with , but as soon as be arrived in the colony ho married a
young lady who bad been a fellow passenger with him , and the
couple had since returned to this country. Before the case hsd
proceeded far it was settled by the counsel for the defendant
consenting to pay £1,000 damages. A case tried for breach
of contract before Baron Martin , in the Court of Exchequer on
Saturday, brought out some singular features. It was admitted
that the contract related to tbe engaging a vessel to run tbo
blockade at Charleston ; on which Baron Martin interposing
said be did not think the plaintiff could recover, as the con-
tract was illegal. He was reminded that Mr. Justice Willes
took an opposite view, and that his jud gment had been up held
by the Court of Common Pleas; but the learned jud ge adhered
to bis opinion , and expressed bis satisfaction that all the parties
engaged in the transaction were foreigners. Ult imatel y a
verdict was taken for the plaintiff, subject to decision on a point
of law. It may be remembered that in a case where Mrs.
Chetwynd sought a judicial separation from her husband , a Mr.
Mulock was brought before the Court charged with writing a
letter to the lady calculated to intimidate her from prosecuting
her suit . The judge imposed on him a fine of £100, but on bis
making submission the jud ge offered to remit the fine on his



pay ing tbe costs to which the other side had boon put by bis
conduct. On Wednesday he again appeared and declined to
pay any costs. On this the jud ge said he must impose the
original fine, and it was imposed according ly. The West-
minster Police Magistrate has granted a summons against Mr.
Thomas Reynolds, secretary of the "Anti-tobacco Society,"
" for causing to be received , knowing the contents, a letter
demanding money, with menaces , without reasonable cause." It
seems that the " Society" has issued placards offering rewards
for the conviction of persons found smoking in railway carriages,
or in certain railway stations which are named. The other dajj -
a gentleman , named Innes, was smoking on the platform at the
Barnes Station, when a man accosted him and demanded bis
name and address. He wrote to the Society on the subject,
and received a rep ly, in which he was informed that it remained
with him " whether tbe matter shall be proceeded with or
whethcr yon pay the fine (40-?.) aud avoid the costs and expo-
sure." ilr. Innes refused , to pay tbe line, and the mag is-
trate, in granting the summons, said the proceedings of
the " Society " looked very much like a system of extortion. ¦
Among tbe cases disposed of at the Manchester Assizes was that
of Ann Leslie, who was sentenced to six months' hard labour
for sending a threatening letter to Mr. John Whalley, a mer-
chant of this city. At tbe previous assizes Leslie was tried, but
acquitted , on the charge of attemp ting to shoot Mr. Whalley,
who had discarded her after an intimacy of several years. David
Goldstone, a cap manufacturer in Hang ing Ditch , was sentenced
to fifteen years' penal servitude, for setting fire to bis ware-
house , " with intent to defraud" an insurance company. A
woman , named Ami Corrigan, has been apprehended on a charge
of poisoning Ann Conway, a middle-aged woman , with whom
she appears to have been on intimate terms. Corri gan was
broug ht before the mag istrates on Saturday, and remanded for
a week. Mr. John Newton , cotton manufacturer, Preston ,
John Newton (his son), Messrs. James and William Halliwell ,
cotton manufacturers, Blackburn , and AVilliam Ainswortb , a
broker , have been committed for trial at Preston , on a charge of
improperl y removing goods, tbe propert y of the elder Newton's
assi gnees. A warrant has been granted by one of the London
magistrates for the apprehension of a Wiltshire surgeon named
Zinzan , who seems, by means of a false declaration , to have
succeeded in getting married to his father's widow. On app ly-
ing for a license he described his stepmother as a spinster, and
made the usual declaration that there was no impediment , or
kindred , or alliance , or any other lawful cause to bar or hinder
matrimony. Zinzan is said to have left the country. At tbe
Central Criminal Court tbe grand jury, having disposed of tbe
bills sent to them, made a presentiment setting forth that in
tbe district of the Central Criminal Court the functions of the
srand jury acted rather as a hindrance than as a help to the
punishment of crime , as the police mag istrates could and did
mak e the necessary preliminary examinations of charges much
more effectivel y than they could pretend to do. They, therefore,
prayed that the institution mi ght be abolished. A young
man named Jackson was indicted for the murder of a fellow-
workman named Roberts. It will be remembered that the
prisoner and deceased were eir l̂oyed at a working jeweller's,
and were together in the shop after the other workmen had
left. The deceased was found nearly insensible, but he inti-
mated that tbe prisoner had assaulted him . He died
soon after. The jury found a verdict of Manslaughter, and
the jud ge sentenced him to penal servitude for life.
At the Hertford Assizes a young fellow named Savage was
tried for a brutal assault and hi ghway robbery, committed on a
person for whom he formerly worked. The farmer, whose

name was Barker, was returning home from Hertford market
about six o'clock one evening iu the end of October last, when
lie was set upon, knocked down , and most unmercifully beaten
about the bead by a man whom he believed to be his old
servant , and whom be bad formerly been compelled to prosecute
for theft. The evidence in other respects was very strong.
The 'prisoner was found Guilty, and sentenced to ¦ 20 years'
penal servitude. At the York Assizes Alice Wilson, charged
with the murder of her infant son at Howden , was tried. The
trial lasted a long time, and several witnesses were examined.
The jury were engaged in deliberation for three hours, and
ultimately returned iato court with a verdict of Guilty, but at
tbe same time recommended the prisoner to mercy. Mr.
Justice Keating passed on the prisoner sentence of death. 
Francis Warne, a labouring man , was condem ned to dea th at
tbe Chelmsford Assizes for tbe murder of Amelia Blunt, at
Chadwell-heath last September. Tbe prisoner and deceased bad
once cohabited together, but the woman left him on account of bis
cruelty, and went to live in an old man's cottage on the
heath , whose son proposed to marry her, and the banns
were published. The prisoner , who bad often threatened her
for leaving him , called at the cottage at a time when the
woman was alone in the cottage washing, and he cut her
throat, leaving her hanging over the wash-tub as if still
alive. In that position she was found by tbe old man when he
returned to tbe cottage. The evidence against the prisoner
was very conclusive, and tbe jury found him guilty after a
short deliberation. The prisoner was sentenced to death. 
Nineteen men were tried togetbev at Stafford on Saturday on
charges arising out of the recent colliers' strike in that county.
It will be remembered that one method the colliers took to
advance their cause was to parade in front of the pits where
men were at work early in the morning, with a view to in-
timidation. On one of these occasions the police interfered,
a fi ght took place, and these nineteen men were apprehended.
Mr. Kenealy, who defended them , took the novel course in a
criminal case of entering a demurrer to the evidence in the
case of twelve of the prisoners, which the jud ge, after some
hesitation , agreed to accept ; but Mr. Powell , Q.C., who acted
for the Attorney General , refused to join issue, and the trial
went on. All nineteen were found guilty, but at the inter-
cession of the authorities nine only were sentenced to one
month's hard labour; the other ten were discharged on their
own recognisances. There seems too much reason to fear
that the ship Floating Light, from Bombay, with a valuable
cargo, has foundered in the Bristol Channel , and that all hands
have perished. Various fragments of the wreck have come
ashore upon tbe Pembroke coast, and all point to tbe one iad
conclusion. It is possible, though very improbable, that tbe
crow, thirty or forty in number , have been picked off the
wreck, or have escaped in the ship's boats ; but at present the
greatest apprehensions are entertained for their safety. We
understand that insurances on tbe ship ami cargo can no longer
be effected.

FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE .— M. Moccmard , private secretary to
tbe Emperor Napoleon , died on the 9th inst. In him the
Emperor loses what princes rarely possess—a faithful and warm
friend. Throughout the ever-vary ing fortunes of the Bona-
parte famil y M. Mocquard adhered to its interests with an
unwavering tenacity; and on the elevation of the present ruler
of France to the presidency of tbe republic his services were
rewarded with the appointment to the post which be filled till
his death. The late secretary was addicted to literary pursuits ,
and produce d a few pieces for the stage, which were not alto-
wether unsuccessful. There was a large attendance of the



official world at the funeral , and long speeches, after the French
fashion, were delivered over the grave of the departed secretary.
M. Saculey, or M. Laity, is spoken of as the probable suc-
cessor to M. Mocquard. A rumour was circulated in Paris on
Tuesday that the Emperor was ill. Tbe rumour fortunately
was not true, and arose from tbe fact that since the death of
M. Mocquard his Majesty has remained in strict retirement. A
statement of the finances of Paris occupy ing eighteen columns
of the Monileur, is published by M. Haussmann. The esti-
mated requirements of the munici pal budget for the year 1S05
is nearly 156 million francs. A staff of engineers employed by
the French Minister of Public Works to report on tbe subject
have given as their opinion of what is required an estimate
which must prove a little startling to the tax-payers, out of
whose pockets the funds must be extracted for carry ing into
effect the terms of the recommendation. The items enumerated
are for canals and rivers, harbours and lighthouses, roads and
bridges, and hydraulic works, at a cost of 430 million
of francs—about £17,200,000 sterling. A large number of
Paris tradesmen have addressed a memorial to the Emperor ,
pray ing for a commission of inquiry into tbe means of affording
relief from the difficulties caused by the hi gh rate of discount
charged at the Bank of France. M. Chas. Duveyrier , who is
a leading member of the disciples of St. Simon , has just pub-
lished a book—- "L'Avenir et les Bonapartes ," which is attract-
ing some attention. Tbe writer supports the cause of Imperial-
ism , and considers that its consolidation would prove of great
advantage to France. The one drawback to that desirable con-
summation he points out to be the practice of absolutism. Let
the Government abandon this practice—which is a revolutionary
practice—and subject itself to tbe control of a representative
system, and it is likel y to secure its permanency. Thus it
appears that parties in the Empire diametrically opposed to
each other on many important questions, are at one on this
point—the strong necessity for a free representative system of
Government being adop ted now, in order to secure stabilit y to
the new dynasty, and secure the country from the dangers of
future revolutions. The French Government has resolvgd
that forei gn spirits rectified in England shall be admitted into
France on the same terms as spirits distilled in England. 
The Italian Senate , following tbe example of the Chamber of
Deputies, passed by an overwhelming majority the bill which,
in accordance with the conditions of the recent convention
between France and Italy regarding the Pope's territories ,
-provides for the removal of the seat of Government from Turi n
to Florence.——According to the Gazette de France , a plot has
been discovered at Rome against the life of tbe Pope, Cardinal
Antonelll and the Ex-king of Naples. The assertion is, how-
ever , in tbe meantime to be considered as somewhat apocryphal.

INDIA , CHINA , &c.—The Calcutta and China mail has arrived.
Relations with the Japanese were considered to be favourable
since the demolition of the Prince of Nagato's batteries ; and
according to a telegram received in Paris, the Tycoon 's Govern-
ment promised to grant all that tbe European envoys desired
and to pay tbe indemnit y required from the Prince of Nagato.
The advices from New Zealand represent the Maori revolt to
be far from terminated ; but there had been no fresh engage-
ment between the troops and the insurgents.

SOUTH A MERICA.—There is nothing of any interest in the
news from the West Indies. From the Pacific tbe news of most
importance relates to Peru, where a South American Congress
had teen discussing the Spanish difficulty. Senor Centeino,
Secretary of Legation, had sailed for the Chinchas with an im-
portant communication for Admiral Pinzon, requesting him at

ance to give up the occupation of the islands on tbe ground that
their seizure had been disapproved of by tbe Cabinet of Madrid.
The Congress declared the pending question to be one affecting
the whol e continent of South America, and the states repre-
sented in the Congress would unitedl y take measures in defence
of American interests against Spain.

AaiEEiCi.—The chief news brought by the 2Voaia Seotian
is the announcement that there bad been a severe engagement
between tbe hostile armies in Tennessee. The Federal General
Scholefield had reported that , on the afternoon of the 30th ult.,
two corps of General Hood's army attacked Franklin , but were
finally " repulsed at all points" by him , with the loss of 5,000
or 6,000 men, including 1,000 prisoners, while the Federals'
loss was only a quarter of that sustained by their assailants.
Nevertheless, as it appears, General Schofield retired during the
ni ght from Franklin towards a position three miles south of
Nashville ; and on the following morning the victorious and re-
treating Federals were closely followed by tbe defeated and
pursuing Confederates. " Heavy skirmishing was progressing
and a general engagement was expected ," while Federal rein-
forcements were arriving at Nashville, where the forts and in-
trenchments were manned by the garrison and the Government
labourers , &c, who had been armed. There was no certain
news respecting the progress of General Sherman in Georgia ,
although the Richmond Observer of the 1st inst., we are told ,
" admitted that be bad crossed the Oconnee River, and would
succeed in reaching tbe seacoast." It was reported that General
Burnside, with 20,000 men , had sailed from Fort Monroe for
the purpose of landing at some point on the Southern coast and
joining General Sherman. General Grant bad sent General
Gregg's cavalry on a reconnaissance , for tbe purpose of
ascertaining whether General Lee was sending any troops-
from his army to the South. General Gregg took and
destroyed Stoney Creek Station , but failed to obtain
any information , and was closely followed by the Con-
federates during bis retreat to tbe Federal Camp.
By the Una with news from New York to the 3rd, it is
reported that the two columns of Sherman 's

1 
army are en-

deavouring to form a junction. The Richmond papers say
that Sherman is still 100 miles from the sea , and harassed on
all sides. Five thousand negroes are working on the defences
of Augusta. The steamshi p North Star is one week overdue,
and fears are expressed for her safety. Hood's forces still con-
fronted Thomas near Nashville on the 2nd. The retreat of
Thomas for 29 miles, after the battle at Francklin , is now
pronounced a piece of strategy. Richmond papers of the 1st
report Sherman across the Oconnee, and on bis way to the
coast. It is supposed that his destination is Savannah or
Beaufort, but his advance cavalry bad been foiled in an attemp t
to open communication with the latter place.

TO COEEESPONDENTS.

J. W.—It is not legal to take the ballot for a candidat e with
papers containing the opinions of the members. The proper
way is with balls or counters of different colours, but cards or
papers may be used with the simple word " Yes " or " No."

S. S.—Not suitable for our columns.
J. P.—The brother named is now in Australia.
A YOUNG MASON.—Neither. We cannot give you the infor-

mation sought in print.
B. B.—In April next.


