
MASONIC PILGEIMAGE TO THE OEIENT.

LONDON, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11, 1867.

Under the above title (writes oar valued con-
tributor, Bro. D. Murray Lyon), tliero appears in
tiie September number of that really excellent
transatlantic magazine, " The Voice of Masonry,"
a letter addressed to the publisher, Bro. John 0.
W. Bailey, in which Bro. Dr. Eobt. Morris, of La
Grange, Kentucky, makes mention of his long-
contemplated Masonic pilgrimage to Europe,
Egypt, and the Holy Lan d, and in which he begs
such of his readers as have given attention to the
subject to favour him with suggestions as to the
best points of visitation and method of research.
It is several months since our distinguished brother
gave us an inkling of his intentions in the direc-
tion indicated in the letter under notice. To us
this information is as a " little cloud, like a man's
hand," in our Masonic horizon, betokening the
near realisation of what AVO have long hoped for,
viz., personal converse with one whose friendshi p
we hold clear and whose reputation as a Mason is
world-wide. That this great Masonic missionary
Avill, on coming to the "land of his fathers," meet
Avith a befitting reception cannot be doubted . but
to facilitate this, some little organisation is
desirable, and seeing that Bro. Morris intends
leaving America early in January, there is no
room for delay. Perhaps Bro. Hughan, of Truro,
an esteemed correspondent of Bro. Morris, might
take the initiative in this matter , at least as regards
England. The writer is already in communication
Avith brethren .Avhose counsel auent the doctor 's
reception in Scotland points the way to success.
From the limited [time at Dr. Morris's disposal,
taking into account the magnitude of his under-
taking, Edinburgh, Glasgow, and Kilwinning
will in all likelihood be the Masonic centres of
his Masonic communications in Scotland. HR
may probably-..visit about five points iu England,
two in Irelan d, two in France, one in Prussia, one
in Saxony, one in Holland, and one in Sweden.
To Bro. J. G. Findel, of Leipsic, and other kindred
spirits on the Continent this simp le announcement
will, Ave are assured, be enough to awaken then-
sympathies Avith, and enlist their fraternal aid in
the advancement of the object of Dr. Morris's
mission.

To quote from "The Voice :"—I shall first visit
one or more prime centres of Masonic authority in

each of the following jurisdictions, viz., England,
Scotland, Ireland, France, Prussia, Sweden,
Switzerland, Holland, and Italy. Thence my
route will take in, but very briefly,. Egypt. The
remaining, but much larger portion of my pil-
grimage, will be given to tho Holy Land. The
following general idea of my proposed Oriental
researches "will guide your readers to the whole :—¦

I. As our ancient brethren, the Builders of King-
Solomon, were natives of Phoenicia, of which
Tyre, Sidon , ancl Gebal were centre-*, I shall
explore that remarkable plain , which was for so
many centuries the school of the woritl in com-
merce, architecture, and tho liberal :u- ts ancl
sciences. My first landing will be at Beyrout,
and my first researches in the plains of Phoenicia.

II. As our ancient brethren derived (he cedars,
the principal wood used in the construction of the
temple, from the mountains overhang ing Phoenicia
on the east, my feet will next trace the mountain
paths to the head of Wady Kadeesh y. to that
recess in the central rid ge of Lebanon where the
-1-00 renminbi .!' trees of the once boundless cedar
forests are found. The height, size, ancl foliage of
the trees, the characteristics of the timber, &c,
Avill have carefu l and thorough examination.

III. As the Gibbites lowered the vast cedar
trunks down the mountainous declivities, and col-
lected them in rafts at the shipping ports , it Avill
be my next business to look out the inlets and
coves Avhere such work could most fitl y bo accom-
plished.

IV. As the mariners of King Hiram rnfted the
precious timbers 75 to 100 miles southw.u-d , down
a dangerous coast, I will, follow their w.-uory track,
carefully noting the headlands, coAres and breakers,
observan t of all historical objects that d;a-act the
eye on that famous coast.

V. As the amphibious workmen deburked then-
freight at Joppa, that old and far i ;i ;;;ud city,
there, too, will I land, and, from every possible
point of view, take observations of the lii i 'l known
to every Freemason.

V. As our ancient brethren bore tho-e  heavy
masses across the country thirty-five mi.es , from
Joppa to Jerusalem , 1 will follow then !' ¦¦ itstops,
mark carefull y the landmarks of the w :\ , search
out of the numerous defiles , leading u. i  in Co the
hilly country, the highway most likely t • h• ¦ ve been
improved for purposes of transportat io n ¦. I used
by Hiram's men.



VII. As they built upon Mount Moriah an
edifice which was the admiration and envy of
every age, I shall give much time to an explora-
tion of the sacred mountain , its vaults, substruc-
tures, and remains of antiquity. The subjects of
food supp ly, water supply, interments, &c, will
afford proper subje cts of inquiry.

VIII. As these 150,000 Gibbites constituted the
-quarry from which the first Ashlars were taken in
the system of speculative Masonry still wrought
upon the earth , I will search among the customs
of the people yet inhabiting those lands for traces
of our ancient institution.

Following thus in the track of " the immortal
builders," from Tyre to Jerusalem ; looking- out
their footsteps and landmarks • collecting speci-
mens of all timber and stone emp loyed by them
in their unequalled labours ; and, by the aid of
Bible-l ight, bringing to view the remains of
operative and speculative Masonry extant there,
I hope to gain honour to our beloved institution ,
.and do my little part in its enl ightenment.

THE KNIGHTS TEMPLARS.
By AXTIIOXV OXKAL HAVE .

(Continued from jJ« f/c -147.)

CHAPTER X.— [Continued.)

The council thereafter broke up, the King went
to supper, and the barons retired each man to his
ient. Gerard de Eidefort retired with the rest, a
prey to the deepest despair , aud agitated with the
gravest fears for the future. Ho knew too well
the crafty character of the Count of Tri poli , how
little faith was to be placed in his seemiim- recon-
ciliation with the King, and how readil y he would
break through all promises if assured of ascendino-
thc throne. Furthermor e, the delay of the Chris-
tians at Sephonri would give Saladin time to
concentrate his forces and take up an almost
impregnable position , from which he could throw
great hosts into the plain of Esdraelon and drive
a passage to Jerusalem , either up the valley of the
Jordan or along by tho bases of the mountains of
¦G-ilboa. Besides, he was aware that afterwards to
attack Saladin at Tiberia s would have been worse
than useless, as it would be impossible to drive
Mm from his position , lie bitterl y regretted the
delay which had already occurred in advancing
•spcMi ..Saladin—a delay which had permitted the

Sultan to take up a most threatening position ;
and to remain at Sephouri was to allow the Infidel
to seize upon the whole of Palestine, without a
blow being struck in its defence. At length,
finding that ho could not sleep, Gerard rose at
midnight, and went to the tent of the King, whom
he woke. He at once reproached him for his pur-
pose of remaining- inactive while Saladin was
ravaging the country, slaying- the Christians, or
reducing them to slavery. " It will be an ever-
lasting disgrace," he exclaimed, " if you quietly
permit the Infidels to take such an important
citadel as Tiberias before your eyes, without
striking a blow for those whom it is your duty to
defend. And know," ho added , hotly, "that we
of the Temp le will rather tear the white mantle
from our shoulders, ancl sell all we possess, than
remain any longer quiet spectators of the injury
and disgrace that have been brou ght upon tbe
Christian arms."

Guy ivas greatly moved by this speech of the
Grand Master , and consented to an immediate
march aga inst Saladin. The tents of the Templars
were struck, and tho advance blown by the trum-
pets of the Order. The Count of Tri poli and the
barons were amazed at this change, and they loudly
protested against the advance, but they protested
iu vain ; Gerard was resolute, and the King sup-
ported him. The Templars' place on the march
was alway s in the van. On this occasion , the
Count insisted on taking up his position there.
To this Gerard could offer no objections, much as
be dreaded such a change, and so ordered his
Kni ghts to the rear . The Holy Cross was carried
at the head of the army, but the Patriarch, Hera-
clius, who loved not danger , and whose duty it was
to have borne it , remained at Jerusalem , and de-
puted his charge to the Bishops of Acre and Lidcla
—a circumstance which filled the superstitious
Christians with the gloomiest forebodings. Omens
were not wanting to discourage them , for Vinisauf
relates a fearful vision which appeared to the King's
chamberlain , who dreamt that an eagle flew past
the Christian army, bearing seven missiles and a
baiista in his talons, and crying with a loud voice
"Woe to thee, Jerusalem !" "To explain the
mystery of this vision ," says Vinisauf, " we need,
I think, only take the Avords ot Scripture, ' The
Lord hath bent his bow, and in it prepared the
vessels of death.' What are the seven missiles
but a figure of the seven sins by which that un-
happy army was soon to, perish ? By this number,



seven, may also be understood the number of
punishments that impended over tbe Christians,
which was some time after fulfilled by the event,
that too faithful ancl terrible interpreter of omens."

On the advance of the Christians, Saladin con-
verted the siege of the citadel of Tiberias into a
blockade, and prepared to receive his foe. He
called in his skirmishers, and encamped his army
on the heights of Loubi, with the Lake of Tiberias
in his rear . His position was most formidable,
covering the tops of the hills and commanding all
the valleys through which the Christians had to
pass. He placed his cavalry in the valleys, and,
bv skilfully extending his left wing to the lake.
cut off the Christians from its waters, When the
Christians came in sight of the Musselmen army,
they perceived the prudence of the advice ot the
Count of Tripoli, ancl found that determined
courage ancl superhuman exer tions could alone
repair the error into which they had fallen. While
some advocated a retreat to Sephouri , Gerard de
Eidefort formed the desperate resolution of cutting
a way through the passes, garrisoned as they were
by the Infidel, to the banks of the Jordan. His
proposal met with the cordial approbation of
Eenaud de Chatillon, who delighted in such dan-
gerous adventures, and felt thoroughly in his
element when death ancl blows were the orders of
the day. The other leaders likewise supported
the resolution- The Count of Tripoli made no
objection, but communicated the scheme to the
Sultan .

On the morning of the 4-th of July, at break of
day, the Christians commenced their march. They
advanced to one of the passes, but they had scarcely
entered when the Musselmen poured down upon
them clouds of arrows ancl javelins. Although
the Christian skirmishers failed in driving the
enemy from the heights, the Grand Master,
charging with, the gallant soldiery of the Temple
along a defile, drove the enemy before them ancl
opened up a passage, when the army passed into
the plain, where Saladin, at the head of his cavalry ,
advanced upon them. The Christians had to stop
ancl fight the Infidel. The first shock of the
Musselmen carried death into the ranks of the
Christian s, who were faint ancl weary Avith travel,
and had been short of provisions for several days,
and many fell from pure weakness, rather than
from wounds. But Gerard de Eidefort, who,
after clearing the defile of the enemy, had retired
to the reai-, came up with, his Knights to the sup-

port of the van . The Templars, on this occasion,-
amply avenged the deaths of their brethren, and'
drove the troops of Musselmen like chaff on the-

Avind before their levelled lances. The bishops-
and priests, many clad in complete armour, went
through the ranks of the army inciting them to'
fight bravely iu defence of the Cross. The Cross'
itself was placed upon an elevated spot , and around
it were ranged the most intrep id and valiant of
the Christians. They seemed to gather courage-
from its presence, ancl a circle of slain Musselmevr-
arouud it proved how furious had been the endea-
vours of the enemy to cap ture it, and how gallantly-
the Christian s had fought in its defence. Night,
however, put an end to the conflict.

Instead of falling back and pitching their tents-
near some watering-place, or at all hazards cutting-
their way to the lake, the Christians encamped for ¦

the night on a dry and rocky ground. The King-
ordered this by the advice of the Count of Tripoli,
whose conduct throughout the fi ght had been very
suspicious. This advice Avas productive of the-
Avorst results. Encamped on an arid ground, in a
sultry night, Avithout water ancl far from springs,,
the condition of the Christian s was horrible in the'
extreme. Parched with thirst, both men and'
horses lay down without being able to sleep, ancl
rose up unrefreshecl. When the Saracens observed '
them pitch- their tents, they came and encamped
close beside them, so that the soldiers of either
camp could converse with the other ; ancl not even
a cat could have left the Christian camp without '
being discovered by the Saracens.

During the night, Baldwin de Fortune, Raymond '
Buck, ancl Laodicious de Tiberias, with three com-
panions—being all Kni ghts of theKing—instructed'
by the diabolic Count of Tripoli, deserted from the •
Christian standard , went over to Saladin, and be- -
came Mahometans. They informed him of every
particular of the state, intentions, and resources of
the Christians ; and Saladin thereupon determined •
to crush them on the morrow.

Tho Christians took adv antage of the mghfc to
close up their ranks, but their power AY as ex-
hausted. Many took the Sacrament, expecting
death on the morrow . and, Avhile some conjured
each other to fight brav ely in the coming "fight.,
many of them gave way to despair, raising their •
hands to Heaven, ancl crying upon God to work a
miracle in their favour. During the whole night
the camp resounded Avith the beating of drams -
and the blare of trumpets, in order to conceal thek <



dismay from the enemy, and to put on a semblance
oj joy ancl confidence. The Templars, like men
whose lives ancl deaths were in the hand of God ,
and whoso fate it might be to leave the morrow's
field victors, or to be left dead on the plain, knelt
clown and repeated their devotions to Heaven, after
which they took an affectionate farewell of each
other, and, like children beside a father, they laid
themselves down to slumber around the gallant
De Eidefort, but read y at a moment's warning to
spring into the saddle and charge the enemy.
While the Christian army was depressed, the
Saracen camp rang with songs and shouts of mer-
riment, for the partial success of the day's fight
had an exhilarating effect upon their spirits, Avhile
it clamped the Christians' ¦ and they, from the
exhausted state of the Christians, looked for an
easy victory on the morrow. Saladin, to excite
their fanatic ardour, went through the ranks of
his army, inflaming them with his presence and
speeches. " To-morrow," he said, " is a festival
for the true believers, for it is on Friday that
Musselmen offer up their prayers, and that Maho-
met listens to the vows that are made to him."
His soldiers replied with loud cheers. Saladin
then made his preparations for the morrow, placing
archers ou the heights, with four hundred charges
of arrows, and disposed his army so skilfully, that
from the beginning of the conflict the Christians
were surrounded.

At last daylight appeared—the signal for the
complete destruction of the Christian army. Terror
seized them when they found themselves surrounded
on all sides, and they gave vent to their dismay in
cries and lamentations. Saladin waited till the
sun was completely up before commencing the
attack. From dawn, a strong wind blew great
clouds of dust in the faces of the Christians, causing
them immense annoyance. The Templars, at sun-
rise, sprang into their saddles, calm, silent, im-
placable, terrible. Not a muscle moved, as in
battle array they waited in the van of the army to
commence the attack. The condition of the
Christian army could not escape the keen and
experienced eye of De Eidefort. He saw that to
save their lives, and to make an effective stand
against Saladin, it would be necessary to reach the
lake. Clouds oF Musselmau cavalry guarded the
intervening ground, but the Grand Master knew
AA'hat his Knights were capable of performing, and
he arranged them iu order, determining at fill
hazards to cut his Avay through the ranks of the

enemy, and to open up, for the Christians, a passage
to the, lake. At length De Eidefort gave the order
to advance, which the Knights did at first slowly,
but increasing in speed, till, like a thunderbolt,
they broke upon the lines of the Musselmen, and
in an instant they were splashed from helm to
heel with the blood of their enemies. Never did
Saladin meet Avorthier or braver enemies ; and the
light of the crescent paled, Vfhile its followers fell
—smote to the earth as by an avalanche—before
that gleaming wave of steel. Clad in complete
armour, the sound of their advancing squadrons,
like the loud humming of swarming bees, and
animated by a flaming thirst for vengeance, the
Musselmen fled before them, or fell to the ground,
trampled into the earth beneath the iron hoofs of
their chargers.

Saladin, on seeing his troops flee before the
victorious Templars, ordered fire to be applied to
the grass and small shrubs, which, on account of
the drought and strong wind that prevailed, rapidly
spread. The smoke blinded the eyes of the
Knights and their horses, while the flames sur-
rounded them, setting fire to the mantles of the
Templars, ancl scorching their chargers'' hoofs.
This caused some confusion, upon Avhich Saladin
ordered a large body of troops to attack them.
Undismayed, the gallant Templars continued the
battle. Swords gleamed through the flames, and
the Knights, rushing from behind masses of smoke
ancl fire, precipitated themselves, lance in hand.
upon the enemy. The spectacle which this extra-
ordinary sight presented appears to have fired the
imagination of the Arabian authors. The tongues
of flame, the thick smoke, the clang of battle, the
glancing weapons, fill them with admiration, and.
in vain seeking for an earthly parallel, compare
the fi ght to the Last Judgment. The thick smoke,
through which might be dimly seen the rush of
contending troops, the clouds of sparks swirling
up into the air beneath the tread of the horses,
the gleam of spears, aud the flames of the cloaks
of the Knights on fire, the yells of the combatants,
the groan s and shrieks of the dying, and the
screams of wounded horses plunging madly in
their death-throes, presented a spectacle alike
terrible as it Avas sublime. " The sons of Para-
dise," says an Arabian, " and the children of fire
then fought out and decided their terrible quarrel ;
the arrows rustled through the air like the noisy
wings of innumerable sparrows in fligh t ;  the
sparks flew from the coats of mail and the gleam-



in_r sabres ; the water of swords, the blood of
O ¦*

¦ 
*"

arrows spurting forth from the bosom of the
throng, deluged the earth like the floods of rain.
The avenging sword of the true believers was
drawn forth from its scabbard against the Infidel ¦

the faith of the Unity was opposed to the faith of
the Trinity, and speedy ruin , desolation, and de-
struction overtook the miserable crew of baptism."

The Hospitallers hastened to the assistance of
the Templars, but their efforts to break through
the wall of Infidels were unavailing. Many fell
beneath their swords, but others sprang up in
the places of the slain . About two miles distant
lay the calm waters of Tiberias wooing them on,
and, thirsty ancl fatigued, the Knights, as they
caught sight of its blue deeps, renewed their
attacks. Every inch of the road was fiercely con-
tested, and the ground was soaked Avith the blood
of the best and bravest of the Knights. The
Templars and the Hospitallers were compelled to
sound a halt, and to send to the King for succour.
Upon hearing this, the Count of Tripoli, who UOAY
knew the day was Saladin's, followed by a few of
his retainers, left the Christian army and rode off
to the Saracens. Their ranks opened to receive
him and he fled to Tyre. This desertion completed
the dismay of the King. The troops he sent to
the aid of the Knights were driven back upon the
main body of the army, which was thereby thrown
into confusion. A panic seized upon the Chris-
tians, and the Templars and Hospitallers were left
unaided. They accordingly fell back upon the
spot Avhere the True Cross was borne by the Bishop
of Acre, and where the battle now raged fiercest.
Saladin, in a letter written after the fall of Jeru-
salem, compares the Christians fighting around
the Cross to moths circline- a candle. In the heat
of the fight the Bishop of Acre was slain, ancl the
Cross fell to the ground. Thereupon it was picked
up by the Bishop of Lidda, who attempted to
escape with it, but was captured. This completed
the rout of the Christians. "That vivifying wood
of the Cross of our Salvation," Avrites Vinisauf, " on
Avhich our Lord and Redeemer hung, and down
whose shaft the holy blood of Christ flowed—the
sign of Avhich is adored by angels, venerated by
men, and feared by devils—under Avhose protec-
tion our men have always been victors in war,
alas ! is now captured by the enemy. This was
the second indi gnity—since Chosroes, King of the
Persians—which that Holy Cross endured for our
sins. It had redeemed us from the old yoke of

captivity, aud now it Avas captured from us and
soiled by the profane hands of the unbelievers."
Hoveden ascribes the death of the Bishop of Acre
to the righteous judgment of God • for, contrary
to the usage of his predecessors, having greater
faith in worldly arms than in heavenly ones, he
went forth to battle equi pped in a coat of mail,
ancl perished, being pierced by an arrow.

Hpon the cap ture of the Cross, the Christians
fled. John Terricus, who had been attached to
the person of the King, Reginald of Sidon, Balian
d'lbelin, and some of the lesser barons and knights,
cut their Avay through the dense ranks of the
enemy, and fled, to the sea-side. The Avhole of
the Hospitallers were slain with the exception of
the Grand Master, Avho escaped to Ascalon, but
died the day after his arrival, from his wounds.
Many of the Christians fled to the slopes of Mount
Hittin , but fell victims to the Musselmen placed
there by Saladin to guard the passes. The Templars
fought with their accustomed desperate bravery,
refusing to surrender till they Avere all slain, or
Avounded and taken prisoner. G erard de Eidefort,
Eenaud de Chatillon, and Guy de Lusi gnan fell
into the hands of the enemy.

An Arabian historian thus describes the disasters
of the Christians, " I saw the hills, the plains, the
valleys, covered Avith their dead bodies. I saw
their colours abandoned ancl soiled with blood and
dust. I saw then- heads cut oil, then- members
dispersed, and their carcasses piled up like stones.
Also, I saw two hundred famous warriors, whose
strength was amazing, who had j ust marched forth
Avith the mighty, guarded iu one place by one
Musselmau. All their courage was gone, then-
pride crushed ; their eyes were fixed iu fear ancl
trembling upon the ground. I called to mind, at
the sight, the Avords of the Koran, € Tho Infidel
shall say, what am I but dust. ' Tho lying Infidels
were now in the hands of the true believers. Their
King and their Gross were both captive • that
Cross before which they bowed the head and bent
the knee ; which they bear aloft and worship with
their eyes, for they declare it to be the same wood
upon which their God, whom they adore, was
fastened. They had covered it with fine gold ancl
precious stones. They carried it before their
armies, and all bowed before it with respect. It
Avas their first duty to defend it, ancl he who should
desert it would never enjoy peace of mind after-
wards. The capture of this Cross was more
grevious to them than the captivity of their King.



Nothing could compensate them for its loss. It
was their God, and they prostrated themselves in
the dust before it, and sang hymns Avhen it was
raised aloft." After the battle, the cords of the
tents were not sufficient to bind the prisoners, ancl
the Saracens drove them about like herds of pigs.
The number was so great , that a Christian Kni ght
was exchanged for a pa ir of shoes.

Saladin ordered the Grand Master of the
Templars, Eenaud de Chatillon , and Gny de
Lusignan to be conveyed to a tent which he had
caused to be prepared for their reception. Having
completed his arrangements for pursuing the flee-
ing Christian s, he entered the tent. He presented
to the Grand Master and King Guy a bowl of
sherbet—the sacred pled ge among the Arabs of
hospitalit y and security . They drank of it, but
AA'hen Eenaud was about to lift it to his li ps, Saladin
stopped him, saying, " This traitor shall not chink
in my presence, for to him I shall show no favour."
He then reproached him with his imp iety, offered
him the choice of acknowled ging the Prophet,
Avhom he had blasphemed, or death . Whatever
blame may attach to this gallant man fro m his law-
less acts again is the Musselmen, his death was
noble, ancl fitting one who had lived so courage-
ously. Eenaud declined abj uring the faith of his
baptism, and laughed contemptuousl y in the face
of the Sultan. Saladin , carried away by his wrath ,
struck him with his sword , whereupon he was im-
mediately despatched by the attendants. " So
they sent his soul to hell ," writes an Arabian
historian , " and cast his body out before the tent
door."

On the morrow, Saladin proceeded to an act of
barbarism , which tarnishes the effect of his glorious
victory. His hatred of the Temp lars was so intense,
that, with the exception of De Eidefort, from whom
he intended to demand a ransom , he resolved to
put every one of them to death. He commanded
them to be brought before him , and swore to make
an end of the unclean race. At the hour of sun-
set, the work of dea th commenced. The Temp lars
Avere surrounded by the Sultan 's Turkish emirs,
dressed iu their yellow robes, and bearing naked
scymitars in their hands . The Knights were
offered the choice of death or to become worshi p-
pers of Mahomet. The sun 's ray s were mldiim-

*-**the tops of the hills, and sparkling upon the waters
of Hberias, the scenes of many of our Lord's
mightiest miracles. That sight animated them ,
and they to a man chose death . Around the

throne of the Sultan were grouped numbers of
doctors of the law. Saladin permitted them each
to slay a Kni ght. Many refused, and turned
their eyes away from the carn age ; but others,
arming themselves with scymitars , fell upon and
slaughtered the weaponless ancl pinioned Templars.
Saladin sat on his throne enjoying the spectacle
with brutal glee, and even app lauded those AV IIO
showed the most skill iu butchering; the Knights.

The Temp lars, on their part, manifested a
degree of eagerness for mart3*rdom which per-
plexed and confounded the Musselmen. Brother
Nicholas disp layed much anxiety to be the first
A*ictim, and even strove with his companions for
that distinction , which with difficulty he obtained.
AVhen about to receive the death-blow, he sang
songs of rej oicing ; and the chroniclers tell how
that for three ni ghts a celestial light burned above
the un buried body of the Christian martyr. His-
companions , fired by his enthusiasm, gladly wel-
comed death • and many of the Christians, wha
had been brought out to view the massacre, threw
around them the white mantle of the Order, that,
dying with the Kni ghts , they might enter with,
them the .rates of Heaven.

After this decisive victory, the Countess of
Tri poli surrendered the citadel of Tiberias to
Saladin , and was permitted by him to rejoin her
husband. Eaymond attempted afterwards to re-
new his negociations with Saladin for the throne-
of Jerusalem , but the Sultan would no longer-
treat with him. He had resolved to destroy the-
power of the Christians for ever in the Holy Land,
and to restore it to the followers of the Prophet..
Disappointed in this scheme, and cast off by the
Christians , Eaymond was found shortly after dead
in his bed , having fallen a martyr to disappointed ,
ambition and despair. The Musselmen accused
him of having broken the most solemn treaties,
aud the Christians of having betrayed both his
God ancl his brethren. Several of the chroniclers
accuse him ot having secretly become a Maho-
metan, but his actions prove better the comp lete
villainy and worthlessness of his character.

(2b be continued.)

MASON*?, OBI:V YOUK ORDERS .—-How many victories have been
lost because subordinates considered tho orders of thoir superiors
unreasonable or unwise. -'Sire," said tho Marshal to Napoleon ,
"itis impossible to lead tiie troops by tho ronto you have pointed
out. "' "Lot mo see the order ," said Napoleon. He took it , read
it, returned it. and only said , " That is your order; execute it."
Ho did execute i t ;  and the army of Napoleon ivas soon bearing tho
victorious eagles ol Franco across tho plains of Lombardy.



F K E E M A S O N E Y  C O N S I D E E E D .
WoETIIY AN"D UXWOETHY BEETIIEEK.

The query, Who ought to be a Freemason ? has
for some time occupied my attention. We are
taught that the object and duty of the Craft is to
be allied with mankind for the good of mankind .
Heading an arti cle in a back number of the FREE -
MASONS' MAGAZINE , reminds me in words similar
to the above, of our duties as members of the
Fraternity. Each brother should question himself,
Have I done my duty ? Have I exercised myself
in those " cardinal virtues " we profess to uphold ?
Has the three " great princi ples " found in me an
exponent ? Am I a Avorth y member of that Fra-
ternity which claims the great and good of all
ages as fellows ? which has existed from the very
dawn of time ; whoso ori gin is lost in the dim
•vista of the past, which has out-lived all other
societies • has seen the various ancient mysteries
rise and fall, Avhile it is steadily progressing in its
onward march to perfection , spreading its ramifi-
cations in every corner of the earth , exalting those
virtues we prize.

We have men of all shades of political and reli-
gious opinion in the Fraternity • men who are an
honour to any society with which theyare connected •
men who are earnest and zealous in the cause they
are pled ged to maintain ; whose course of life is one
of well squared conduct aud upright actions ,
whose love for their fellows is known by their
practice of those leading princi ples, we are proud
to acknowledge as the firm base of our great
superstructure. Their life is strictly associated
with that which is great aud good. These are
M.asons indeed. 'Tis such as those men who have
preserved our Fraternity through countless genera-
tions. These are truly brethren. These are men
AVIIO have done honour to the Craft , honour to the
country and times in which they lived. To such
as those the poet alluded when he wrote—-

"Lives of great men all remind us
We may make our lives sublime,

Ancl, departing, leave behind us
Footprints on the sands of time,"

for surely such are the great men , the trul y noble,
great , and good in every age. Men who devote
their talents and their substance for others welfare,
whose aim through lif e is good to men, and honour
to their God.

Tho question should occur to every worthy
brother, How can I best serve the Craft ? My
answer would be in the words of Bro. Fox (as
stated page 254 of the F. M. for September) . He

attributed the perfect harmony with which they
worked , to the " scrupulous care they exercised in
admitting members," and I quite agree with him
in advising aud strongly impressing it upon every
brother to study quality, rather than quantit y, in
admitting members to a lodge, and not excuse an
admission (as did a member of a lod ge which I
venerate) on account of the lowness of the funds-

A Freemason after all is but human. The lodge
can have but littl e influence over the rampan t
passions of the man when without its doors , yet
I ask of my brethren , is it not their duty to
deprecate the conduct of a brother, and , if possible,
bring him to a sense of his unworthiness ? When
he has not only been guilty of an offence against
the recognised laws of the Fraternity, but has also
been publicly pronounced guilty by one of the
tribunal s of his country, ought he not to be cen-
sured for his conduct , denounced as an erring,
unworthy brother, who Avas inadvertentl y admitted
to the sacred mysteries of thc Craft.

The case which has elicited the above remarks,
Avas that of A. H. W., who was recently convicted
at Cambrid ge, of an assault in a railway carriage
on a child of tender years. He, too, ranking* as
P.M. in a lodge in the province. If the Fraternity
tacitly acknowled ge Such conduct in a prominent
member, it will materially damage the interest of
the Craft in tbe neighbourhood -. of which tbe
following testimony of a gentleman is ample
evidence :—¦" If such men (alluding to )
are prominent in your society, you must know
that to thc outside world, as you call it, it appears
the o-i-Riitev honour to have no connection with it."

As I have tvespassed to a great extent on y ouv
space I will just remark, iu conclusion , on a state-
ment given in a former number, as conclusive
evidence of the feeling existing between members
of the Craft , and their good offices one to another,
(viz . at p. 248) , of a ship attacked by pirates. The
captain saved both ship and crew by being-
acknowledged as a Mason by his piratical brother.

In a Fraternity widespread as Freemasonry, we
must of necessity have many erring brethren.
Where we have not influence enough to reclaim ,
where publicity can do no good in that line , would
it not be well to exercise that other virtue—•
silence ? And as there is no great honour attached ,
individuall y or collectivel y, by acknowled ging
pirates or bri gands as liaving belonged to the
Fraternity, it would have been well if the passage
alluded to had remained among the unwritten
annals of Freemasonry.—Lux.



MASOKIG NOTES AND QUERIES-

T i i E  AVORD "PAPIST."

A correspondent justly complains of the word
"Papist," which occurred in the last line of my
communication " Notions of Freemasonry," FREE -
3TASOSS ' MA O A Z I X E , No. 433, page 307. It is an
offensive word. It did not , however , come from my
pen. "What I wrote was "Trappist," 'but my badly-
formed letters have on this, as on so many other
occasions , misled the printer. In the same communi-
cation , line 9, for ' ' t ruths " read "virtues," ancl line
10, for "contribute " read "constitute." — C. P.
COOPEE .

"the meeting was characterised by that love ancl
harmony which distinguishes Freemasonry ? "

It is all very well to say that we support some
noble charities , although Freemasonry is not a friendly
society, but , after all , I am not sure that there is
any thing very laudable in this , since the recipients of
our bounty are Freemasons " widows or children , and
our benevolence is confined to thc members of our
household. A father who supported his children , or
the children who support their aged parents , might
as well claim the admiration of the worl d for simply
doing what the law requires of them , as we who only
in like manner clo our duty and nothing more.

In this noble work which Mr. Porter appeals to
the Freemasons to support , we have an opportunity
of showing to the world that there is some merit in
Freemasonry after ail, if we onlv avail ourselves-
of it.

Let Grand Lod ge vote out of its large revenues
such a sum towards the Exploration Fund as shall
clo credit to that august bod y, and to the multitude
it represents.

We claim to be descended from those craftsmen of
old who raised the Temple of Solomon , our Grand
Master. How nau we dare assert that claim in the
face of the whole world if we clo not aid in snch a
glorious undertaking as the exploration of the City
of Jerusalem , in which that Temp le stood, ancl where
the remains of the Temp le of Zerubbabel and that
of Herod now stand ?

To my brother Knights Templar I particularly
appeal , as the representatives of those Knights of the
Temple whose Order was instituted for the defence
of the Holy Sepulchre.

Our learned Bro. >J< EeA". II. B. Tristram , whose
researches in the Holy Land have already made him
famous, is to accompany the expedition , and we may
be sure that Masonic interests will be safe in his
hands.

Irustmg that the subj ect will be brought forward
at the next meeting of Grand Lod ge, and that some
brother more able than myself will advocate the
.bums of the Palestine Exp loration Fund before that
assembly. Yours fraternally,

* A. SO" -1,
Knight of the Soval Order of Scotland.

A MASONIC IMPOSTOR.
10 THE EIHTOI! OF THIS EJiEEMASO.VS "'AGAZIXE A>"D MAS02CIO MIBHOR.

HEAP. Sri. AXD BROTHER ,—In your impression of
the 7th inst. there appeared a letter from Bro. H. A-
Williamson , W.M. 200, relative to a begging im-
postor named James Black, of St. Stephen 's Lodge,
No. 145, Edinburgh. I beg to say that he is the
same individual that I wrote to you about , which
appeared in your MAGAZINE of the 19th of October,
and which has been the ori gin of the correspondence
under the head " Looseness iu Masonry." 1 do hope
the letters that have appeared since then will not
have been written in vain , but that some steps will
be taken to put a stop to this rascally system, which
is disgraceful to the Craft, and injurious to all really
deserving cases. Tours fraternally,

" P.M.

The Editor is not re sponsible fo r  the op inions expressed ly Correspondents.

PALESTINE EXPLORATION FUND.
TO THE EDIIOH OE THE niEElTASOirS MAGAZINE AXD MA50XI0 MOHOR.

DEAR SIE AMI BROTHER , —In the Saturday
Review of the SOtii ult. there appeared an article oil
the above subject , wherein the writer, after stating
that it is impossible to suppose that the exploration
of the Holy Land will be abandoned for want of
funds, says, "Whether the great , generous, and in-
fluential bod y of Freemasons will respond to Mr.
Porter 's impassioned appeal to contribute to an
undertaking in which they must feel a special interest
—th e comp lete investi gation of the remains of the
Jewish Temp le, /,-,- more than we are alia lo decide ;
but we are certa in that the mass of the English
people simply re-pure information as to what is being
done to awaken their  interest aud secure their aid."

The italics are my own , but the words italicised
express a doubt but too often expressed on the part
of the outside world , that we of the Fraternity of
Masons are but too indifferent to anything but wbat
immediately concerns ourselves, that we are an effete
body, grown too old for these days of utilitarianism ,
and that, in fact , we are useless, and , like the barren
fi g tree, "only encumber the ground."

I am afraid thc world is right after all. What
good is Masonry doing, I would ask, in England at
this moment?

_ How many of vis interest ourselves in thc restora-
tion of those noble churches and cathedrals which
were built by our ancestors ? How often clo wo each
in our own localit y (in our character of Masons)
support the local charities as we should? How clo
we prove to the worl d at large that ive are worth y to
be regarded as the exponents of a great reli gion and
the worth y descendants of worthy ancestors? As
Brutus says , "I pause for a replv."

It is a common remark that we Masons only seem
to meet that we may enjoy good dinners • and if one
only takes up a number ' of the FREEMASONS ' MAGA -
ZINE, is it not common to see the greater part of the
portion devoted to Masonic meetings taken up with
a descri ption of the banquet which followed , and the
toasts which were given and responded to, winding
up, as usual, with the somewhat trite remark that

COEEESPOITDSNGE.
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•;¦ THE MASONIC MIRROR.
%* All communications to be addressed to 19, Salisbury-street

Strand, London , AV.C.

MASOXIC LIFEBOAT.—At tho suggestions of numerous brethren ,
¦wo liavo opened a subscription list for tbo above very laudable
purpose, and ivo aro sure that it need only bo mora fully known
to ensure a hearty rcspouso from tho whole Craft. Subscriptions
will bo received by the publisher of tho FUEIMASOXS' MAGAZINE ,
at tho publishing office , 19, Salisbury-street, and %vill bo duly
acknowledged. Money uniy bo remitted by post-olUeo orders or
crossed cheques, payable to tho order of John Rust , publisher
FREEMASOXS ' MAGAZINE.

Ol* Tuesday, the 17th inst., there will be a convocation of
the Union Chapter , 310, Carlisle, at about 10 a.m. ; also a
Mark meeting at 1.30 p.m. The annual meeting of the Union
Lodge of Craft Masons will celebrate the Festival of St. John
on the above date, when it is expected that there will be one
raising and two initiations , in addition to the installation of
Bro. John Slack as WM. for the ensuing year. The dinner
will be held in the evening, at the Coffee House Hotel.

MASONIC MEMS.

Muster of Masons for the ensuing year. I feel that it would
bo a want of supererogation in me- to say any thing in favour
of one who loves Masonry so well , and n love which lias been
full y reci procated by us as Masons during the twenty-six years
that his lordshi p has filled that office , and , therefore , I propose
his nomination as Grand Master tin- the ensuing year.

Bro. Colonel DmrAs seconded the nomination.

Bro. MATTHEW COOKE , Sec. 23, sai d he rose to make anoth er
nomination . Iu March last , his lordshi p who was then in the
chair called him to order when he was about to make a similar
motion , telling him that he was too late in his opposition to the
re-election of the Most Worshipful Grand Master.

Bro . BRACKSTOXE BAKER rose to order , but the Grand
Master ruled that Bro . Cooke was perfect ly in order .

Bro. COOKE then proceeded , ancl said on that occasion when
his lordshi p called him to order , he informed him that he was
not at liberty to criticise the appointment made by the Grand
Master, however prejudicial ho mi ght think them to be, as it
was his lordshi p's prerogative , and he was perfect ly at libert y
to do as he mi ght think fit. In deference to that ruling, he
(Bro. Cooke) gave way. He then held in his hand an extract
from the Grand Steward' s book , and in that he found that ai a
Grand Lodgo held in I77'.L it was passed that no brother should
hold a Grand Lod go appointment unless he belonged to the
Grand Stewards' Lodge at the time of bis appointment. He
mi ght be told that the rule was obsolete, but if he looked at
the "Book of Constitutions " he did not find that it was con-
sidered as obsolete , for there it was required that an increased
fee should be paid to Grand Lodge by those who had not served
tho office of Grand Steward. iToiv those who sent Grand
Stewards had ri ghts to maintain , and ho , as a member of a red
apron lodgo, found that for twenty-six years but two members
of Unit lodge had been chosen lor the honour of becoming
Grand Officers. Ho said that they had one Grand 0dicer who
ruled the Craft with a rod of iron. (Cries of " Xame, name.")
Oh , they need not fear , he would name him . He was their own
servant and Secretary, but instead of meeting them in a kind
and generous spirit when they sought his counsel , those who
went to him onl y wished to get out of his office and return to
their own business as soon as possible. Well , then , as thoy
could not get rid of the Grand Secretary, because the Grand
Mastsr would always re-appoint him , what they had to do, as
was done in many other instances , was to get rid of the Grain!
Master , so that by those means they mi ght get rid of the Grand
Secretary. He had , however , a still stronger reason wh y they
should get rid of him , when ho found tliatono of the employes
of the Grand Secretary was play ing fast and loose with the
alleg iance of that Grand Lod ge. One of his own clerks, whom
they paid for what ho was doing, had the Grand Secretary 's
countenance for what he was doing, in endeavouring to esta-
blish another jurisdiction in the Craft . He contended that it
was not ri ght that throug h Bro. Clarke , the Grand Muster
should thus be dragged throug h the mire . Ho said distinctl y
that they must mark their sense of such tilings, which he
should do by proposing another cand idate for the  oliicc c
Grand Master . Ho should therefore propose himself as a can-
didate for the office of Grand Master .

The A CTIXG G. .MASTER -. Who seconds the nomination s'
After a pause, he said , " As no one seconds the mot ion the
nomination falls to the ground."

Bro. WARREX : It was held two or three years ago that a
nomination does not require seconding, and that was the ruling
of the Grand Master.

The matter then dropped .

The Quarterl y Communication of the United Grand Lodgo of
England took place on Wednesday evening, the -I-th inst., in
Freemasons ' Hall , ancl was very numerousl y attended by
members of the Craft. The Ri ght Hon. Bro. the Earl de Grey
ant? Ripon presided as Grand Master, Bro. Lord Eliot, M.P.,
S.G.W., and Bro. Perkins as J.G.W., Bro. Dobic , Prov. G.M.
for Surrey, as Deputy Grand Master, and we observed on the
dais Bros. Lord de Tabley, Prov. G. Master for Cheshire ; Kev.
J. Huyshe, Prov. G. Master for Devonshire; Havers, P.G.W. ;
Savage and Hopwood, P.G.D.'s; Itevs. J. F.- Thomas and J.
Simpson, Grand Chaplains: E. S. Snell, P.G.D. ; Llewellyn
Evans, President of the Board of General Purposes ; Mason ,
P.G.S.B.: Emmens, P.G. Purst. ; J-lncas J. Mclntyre, Grand
Registrar; J. M. Clabon , P.S.G.D. ; Patten , P.G.S.B.; A. W.
Woods, G. Dir. of Cers. ; Dr. Jabez Hogg and Metham , J.D.'s;
J. R. Spiers, P.G.S.B. ; Gray Clark e, G. Sec. ; Farnfield , P.G.
Assist. Sec; and many others whoso names we were unable
to ascertain. The body of the hall was also full y occup ied.

Precisel y at eight o'clock the Grand Director of Ceremonies ,
Bro. A. AVoods, announced the approach of the officers of Grand
Lodge, and a procession was formed in the usual order. As
intimated above, in the absence of the Ri ght Hon. Bro. the
Earl of Zetland , the throne was occup ied by the Ri ght Hon.
Bro. the Earl de Grey and Ripon.

The Grand Lodge was then opened in duo form and with
solemn prayer, Bro. the Rev. R- Thomas, Senior G. Chap lain ,
invoking a blessing on the proceedings.

THE MnroTES or THE LAST QUARTERLY Cormn-xrcATiox.

Bro. GEAT CLARKE, G. Sec., read the minutes of the last
Quarterly Communication of the 4-th of September , which were
put to the vote, and unanimousl y confirmed.

IST01II>*ATIOX OE GllAXD MASTER.

Bro. J. SHARPE, D.C.L., said : I rise to propose the nomina-
tion of the Most Worshi pful the Earl of Zetland as Grand

G R A N D  L O D G E .



THE BOARD or BE>*EVOLEXCE.
Twelve Past Masters to serve on the Board of Benevolence

were nominated for the ensuing year, it being stated that onl y
twelve wore candidates for that ollico; aud when the names
j.vere read over and it was found that they were nearly all tho
same who had served for many years, remarks were made, sollo
voce, that it was almost a matter of form , and suggestions were
made as to the propriety of a little new blood being infused
imongst them. The twelve names were, however , agreed to.

The reports of the Board of Benevolence for thc last quarter
were presented , which contained thc following recommendations
tor grants to members and a widow of a Freemason :—

£
3ro. William W., Vitruvian Lod ge, No. S7, Lambeth ... -10
Bro. D. D. G., Royal Clarence Lod ge, No. 271, Bri ghton 30

- Bro. R. M, St. Andrew 's Lodge, No. 231, London 30
. The Widow of tho late Bro. T. E. L., Lod go of Israel ,

No. 205, London , 50
" < These grants were unanimously agreed to.

BOARD OP G EXERAT. PURPOSES .
The following report of the Board of General Purposes was

presented :—¦
To the United Grand Lodge of Ancient , Free, and Accep ted

Masons of Eng land.
The Board of General Purposes beg to report as follows :—
1. A complaint was received from the Lod go of Benevolen ce

against the Royal Forest Lodge, No. 401, at Slaidburn , West
Yorkshire, for havin g certified that a petitioner for relief had
been a regular subscribing member for twenty years and
upwards, whereas Grand Lodge dues appeared to have been paid
for him for nine years and three quarters onl y. On examina-
tion of the minute book of the lodge, wliieli contained but scanty
records of the proceedings, it appeared that the brother referred
to was initiated iu December , 1835, but seems to have ce-ascd to
be a member in Jane , 1837. From the returns of the lodge the
petitioner appears to have rejoined in January, 185S. No
moneys of Grand Lod go were found to have been retained , but
tiie lod ge having been reprimanded in 1SG1, for witliolding
moneys the property of Grand Lodge, the Board imposed a line
on the lod ge, and ordered the warrant and book to bo retained
until the (hie was paid.

2.—A complaint was also received from the Lod ge of Bene-
volence against the Lvcrton Lod ge, No. 823, at Liverpool , for
¦having certified that a petitioner 's late husband had been a con-
tributing member of the Lodge of Joppa, No. 183, London , for
two years and upwards , whereas it appeared from tho Grand
Lodge books that no Grand Lod ge dues whatever had been paid
in respect of the deceased brother. The Master and Wardens
ol" both lod ges were summoned to attend and produce their
v.-arrants and books. On investi gation it appeared that the
Everton Lodge had been misled by a statement made by the
Secretary of the Lodge of Joppa , and the Board considered that
the Everton Lod ge had not intentionall y made an incorrect
statement, and returned the warrant and book's. With regard
to the Lodge of Joppa , the Board , after carefully examining such
books of tho lod ge as were produced—the Trcnsurer 'e book
having been , as was stated , accidentall y destroyed by fire,—re-
solved that under the circumstances the deceased brother must
¦tns deemed to have been a subscribing member of the Lodge of
Joppa for two years and a half, and that the lod ge be theref ore
required to pay quarterages to Grand Lodge for that period ,
which havin g been paid the warrant and books were returned.

3.—A comp laint was also received from the Lodge of Bene-
volence against Bro. Charles Hewitt , of the St. Thomas' Lod ge ,
Xo. 1-12, London , for neg lecting to attend the Lodge of Bene-

volence to support a- petition for relief which he had- recom-
mended. Tho- Board summoned Bro. Hewitt to-attencl before
them to give- exp lanation. From tho medical certificate and
liitters which wiv.-c laid before tho Board , it appeared' that Bro.
Hewitt ha<i been for some considerable time and still continued
wholl y unable to attend to business , and under the circum-
stances the Board accep ted the explanation.

(Signed) X LLEWE LLTN EVAXS, President.
Freemasons ' Hall , I9th November , 13G7.
Lro. LLI:WEII.I-:S* EVAXS, President of tho Board , moved that

the report be received , entered on the minutes, and adopted,
which was put and agreed to.

To the report was subjoined a statement of the Grand Lodge
accounts at the last meeting of the Finance Committee , held
on the 1-lth inst. , showing a balance iu the hands of the Grand
Treasurer of £1,603 ISs. 5d., and iu the hands of the Grand
Secretary for petty cash ;G50. Of these sums there belongs to
the Fund of Benevolence £029 3s. I)d., to the Fund of General
Purposes £3,G51 7s. lid., and in the Unappropriated Account
£160 us. Oil.

COLOXIAL BOARD.

A report was presented from the Colonial Board , which
stated that a printed copy of a report and resolutions purport-
ing to be " Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Free and
Accepted Masons of North Carolina on thc 3rd , 4th , Sth , and
Gth of December , A.L. 5SGG ," having been transmitted by the
Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of North Carolina to the
Grand Lod ge of Eng land , calling special attention to passages
therein relating to the Grand Lodge of Eng land , the same was
laid before the M.W. Grand Master the Earl of Zetland , who
was thereupon pleased to refer it to this Board for consideration ,
with directions to report thereon to Grand Lod ge.

Tho said report and resolutions contain charges and allega-
tions against certain lod ges in Halifax , Nova Scotia , therein
stated to be working under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge
of England , which charges emanated from a report of a so-
called "Committee of Jurisprudence appointed by the said
Grand Lod ge of North Carolina " at their then last annual
Communication , on an information said to have been filed at
the previous Communication of tho last-mentioned Grand Lod go
by St. John 's Loil ge, No. 1, in its jurisdiction , against the
Athol Lod ge, No. 65, and the Keith Lod ge, No. 30' or (fl ,
Halifax , Nova Scotia. The subject of comp laint was contained
in the following communication :—

Bro. If. W. York , from the Committee ou Masonic Juris-
prudence appointed at the last Annual Communication , sub -
mitted a report , as follows , which was read and adop ted:—

"To the M.W. Grand Lodge of N. C.
"The Committee of Masonic Jurisprudence, to whom was

referred the information , filed at the last Grand Communication,
of this Grand Body by St. John's Lodge, No. 1, in this juris-
diction , against Athol Lodge, No. 05, and Keith Lodge, So. 35
or Gl , Halifax , Nova Scotia , working under the jurisdiction of
the Grand Lod ge of England , beg leave to repor t:—

,; That a paper writing was placed in their hands in words
and figures following :—

" St. Joh n's Hall , Wilming ton , N.C.,
"Nov. 24th, 1SG4, A.L. 586-1.

"At a regular meeting of St, John 's Lodge (No. 1), held this
clay, the following resolution was adop ted—

" Whereas , it has been represented to this lod ge that certain
persons , residents of this jurisdiction , and some of them rejected
petitioners to this lod ge for the degrees of Masonry, have visited
Halifax , N.S., and there received the degrees, therefore,



'; Resolved—That our delegates to the next meeting of the
Grand Lodge be instructed to call the attention of that bod y
to the subject, and furnish it with all the facts within their
knowled ge. M. H. WOODLUEL, Sec.

"A true copy from the minutes.
" W. M. Foissox, Sec. St. Joh n's Lod ge (No. 1).

" Nov . 1, 1865."
A long statement hero follows, exp lanatory of the above , in

which it is alleged highl y improper persons have been admitted
into Freemasonry. On these different points the Colonial
.Board reports as follow :

In pursuance of the direction given by the M.W. Grand
Master , this Board has considered the reported procceedings of
the Grand Lod ge of North Carolina so far as relate to the said
statements and allegations , and now reports to Grand Lod ge :—

1st. That they have no facts before them to show , or means
of ascertaining, whether the said statements and allegations are
true or not. Or whether tho Halifax lod ges—viz., the Athol
Lod go (No. 05), and Keith Lod ge (Xo. 36 or GL)—i f in fact
there be any such Masonic lod ges in existence—had authority
to work under the rite or constitution of the Grand Lod ge of
Scotland. But tho Board feel relieved from the necessity of
any investi gation on th ose points, for the reason that neither of
the lodges referred to were, or are, under the jurisdiction of
the Grand Lod go of England ; neither were they amongst the
lodges which were continued under the Grand Lodge of Eng-
land, anil excepted from tlie j vn-isdiction of the Grand Lodge of
¦Canada when that Grand Lodge was recognised by the Grand
Lodse of England.

2nd. That the said report especiall y refers to " tho action of
the Masonic congress at Paris " as an authorit y against admis-
sion of candidates for Freemasonry being limited to lod ges
acting under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lod ge of tho country
of their f ixed residence ; but it is not stated in the said report
by what authority such congress assembled , or the powers
vested in the members thereof , enabling them to legislate on
that or any other subject connected with the Craft ; neither is
it pretended that the Grand Lodge of England was represented
at the same, and , therefore , lod ges acting under warrants from
the Grand Lodge of England cannot be bound by any thing
that was done at the alleged congress. Nevertheless , the
Board of op inion—That while there are strong objections to
the indiscriminate initiation of any-persons whatsoever into tho
mysteries of the Craft , there is no objection to the initiation of,
and giving degrees to, sojourners who are known to any of the
brethren , and who are also well and worthil y recommended ,
and provided that in all respects th ere is full and perfect com-
pliance with the provisions contained in the " Book of Consti-
tutions ."

3rd. That from information from time to time derived from
the district lod ges abroad , working under the authority of the
Grand Lod ge of Eng land , the Board feels bound in justice to
the brethren of such district lodges to say that, in their belief ,
proper attention and caution are observed by the members of
the same lod ges to all the requisites previousl y to initiation , as
well as to the rules laid down in the " Book of Constitutions."
And, further , that the proceedings of sneh lod ges are usually
conducted in conformity with the ancient landmarks of the
Order.

4-th. In conclusion , the Board cannot hut express regret that
the statements and allegations contained in the said printed
report have been permitted by the Grand Lod ge of North
Carolina to go forth , as inasmuch as it mi ght have been easil y
ascertained whether the Athol Lod ge, No. 65, or the Keith

Lod ge, No. 3G or 01, Halifax, Nova Scotia (for here it may be
noticed that the Committee of Masonic jur isprudence were
uncertain by which of the two numbers the last-mentioned lodge
should be designated), were working under the j urisdiction of
the Grand Lod ge of Eng land or not ; and if due care had been
observed by that Committee, the scandal and reflection s upon
lodges alleged to have been working under the Constitution of
the Grand Lodge of Eng land mi ght have been avoided , and tho
Grand Loilge of North Carolina would , it is presumed , in such
case have abstained from passing the said resolution in reference
to the matter contained iu the report.

(Signed) J. S. S. HOPWOOD , President.
Freemasons ' Hall , London , November 5th , 1867.

Bro. H OPWOOD , President , moved that the report be received
and entered on the minute s, and that a copy of it should be
sent to the Grand Loilge of North Carolina.

THE BUILDIXG COJMITTEE .
The following report of the Building Committee was pre-

sented :—
The Committee beg to report that the work entrusted to

them is, so far as the buildings are concerned , now completed-
The first stone was laid in April , 1861, the new Freemasons'
Hall was finished in February, 18G6, and thc rebuilding of the
Tavern is now concluded. The tenants of the Tavern have for
some time had possession , and their occupancy at the increased
rent commenced on the 11th of November.

It will be right that , having reached this period , tho
Committee should place before Grand Lodge a short recap itula-
tion of their proceedings as contained in former reports.

The ori ginal cost of the new buildings was estimated at
about £50,000. The contracts for the bu ilding proper amounted
to £44,089; this was not inclusive of repairs to the old buildings ,
or of any extras.

The total amount of monies paid up to the present time is
£58,809 3s. 3d., and there will be other charges which will
probably amount to £3,000 in addition. This will , doubtless, at
first view , appear a very large sum. Your committee can only
repeat that they have spared neither pains or personal trouble
to avoid any expenses which were not absolutely necessary, and
they refer—first , to what they have said in former reports as to
the unavoidable expense arising from the necessity for shoring,
underp inning old walls, pump ing, drainage , ancl general repairs
to tbe old tavern ; and, secondly, that the sum above referred
to includes many charges which cannot properl y be considered
as being part of the cost of the building, but which the com-
mittee include because the money has passed through their
hands, and they feel it to be their dut y to give an accurate
account of their stewardshi p to Grand Lodge.

It will thus be found that , with the excep tion of the purchase
of land, and of marble columns, none of these expenses could
have been avoided. As regards the latter, the committee felt
that in so noble a bu ilding it would have been a sad mistake for
all time if they had permitted any sham to find a place in it;
as regards the lacd , the committee are more than ever satisfied
that the acquisition of it is most valuable, not only as affording
a means of entrance at the south , but as preventing the possi-
bility of inconvenience! which might have arisen from the con-
struction of any other large building in close proximity to
Freemasons' Hall . It may be added that the land in question
will probably produce a fair return for the outlay.

The building of Mr. Malby 's workshops , though an actual
necessity, cannot properl y be included in the cost of Freemasons'
Hall ; it is now pay ing 7 _ per cent, for the outlay, and at the
end of the ten years' lease will pay double that interest. The



committee likewise desire to observe, that in making their con-
tracts they were obliged to do so subject to an increase in tho
event of there being a rise in the price of wages ; that rise (as
all know) took place some two years ago, and tho extra cost on
that account alone is considerable. Further , it is to be remem-
bered that the committee have received the sum of £5,000 as
premium on the lease of the new Tavern, which sum should be
taken into consideration when estimating the total cost.

At the commencement of the work there was a sum of
£21,000 Consols belonging to the Fund for General Purposes,
and authority was given to tho committee to borrow, on mort-
gage of the freehold and buildings, a sum not exceeding £19,000
from the Fund of Benevolence. All claims hav e been dis-
charged up to the present time, and there will be sufficient in
hand to defray the further charges alread y referred to. The
committee have borrowed the sum of £17,500 from the Fund
of Benevolence, upon which interest at thc rate of 4 per cent
has been paid , and the principal of which the committee trust ,
to see in a very few years replaced to the credit of the Fund of
Benevolence.

There are heav y penalties duo by the builder for delay in
carrying on the works ; for that delay, in almost every instance,
the builder is solely responsible, and there has been no reason
why, if ordinary dili gence had been emp loyed , the building
should not have been completed within the agreed-on-time.
viz., November 1st., 1SGG,

The consequence of the delay has been not only great in-
convenience to the Craft and tho tenants, but has been a posi-
tive loss to the Craft of the increased rent payable by the
tenants for the Tavern, and of the rents payable by the lodges
for the use of the various rooms in Freemasons' Hall.

Tho committee have alread y reported the rates which they
had fixed should be paid for the use of the various rooms, as
follow:—For the "Zetland " and "De Grey," £2 2s. for each
meeting; for the "Dalhousie " and "Moi ra," £1 lis. Gd. for
each meeting ; for the "Preston," £1 Is.; and these rates have
been approved of by Grand Lodge.

There are at present fifty-five lod ges and chapters meeting in
Freemasons' Hall , and tho committee antici pate that (tho
buildings being now finished), if the brethren find that their
wishes in reference to the banquets after lod ges arc reasonabl y
attended to, that many more lod ges will hold their meetings in
the new* building.

So rent has been hithert o paid by lodges ; the Committe beg
to recommend the following resolution for the adop tion of Grand
Lodge viz. :—

" That tho rents for tho use of lod ge rooms shall commence
and be payable on and after the 1st January, 1SGS."

With reference to the coffee-room and library, the Committee
have to report that they have given the subject their full con-
sideration , and they beg to submit the following resolutions for
the approval of Grand Lod ge, viz. :—

"That the subscri ption of Masons residing within the Lon-
don district shall be to the coffee-room , £1 Is. : and to the
library, 10s. per annum."

"That the subscri ption of .Masons residing out of the London
district shall be—to the coffee-room , 10s. Gd. ; and to the
library, 10s."

"That a subscri ption of £1 lis. Gd. per annum from any
country lod ge shall entitle its Master and Wardens for tho
time being to all the privileges of the coffee-room and library."

"That strangers , being Masons, who may be temporaril y
residing in England , shall be permitted to use the coilee-room

and library upon being- introduced , in writing, by a subscriber,
and upon payment of subscrip tion of os. for one month ."

"That the amount of these subscri ptions shall be subject to
revision , aud to increase or otherwise , but that the subscription
of ori ginal members (in which list shall be included all those
who become subscribers on or before the 1st June, 1SG8) shall,
under no circumstances, be increased."

It has been found necessary to delay the finishing and fur-
nishing of the library until tho remainder of the building was
completed: tho subscription to it will , of course, not commence
¦until it is fit for use.

There yet remains another subject of great importance to
which it is requisite that the attention of Grand Lodge should
be directed , namely, the necessity of repairing ancl re-decorating
the grea t hall , and thus rendering it worthy of its place in the-
Masonic temp le. The Committee have purposely deferred the
consideration of this subjec t until  the new works were completed j
they now ask for authority to consider it, and for that purpose
submit the following resolution , viz, :—

"That the Buildings' Committee bo directed to consider the
subject of the repair and re-decoration of the great hall, and to
report thereon to the Grand Lodsrc at its Q. C- in March next."

The Committee cannot conclude their report without congra-
lating the Craft on the great work just completed . The Com-
mittee are well aware of their many short-comings , but looking
to the whole result, they feel a pardonable pride in believing that
they have deserved the confidence reposed in them.

As was promised by them , there is now completed a Masonic
temple which , taking into consideration the nature and diffi-
culties of tho site, possesses qualities which entitle it fairly to
take rank with some of the best buildings in the metropolis.
It is entirel y separate from , but ministered to by, a tavern ,,
which for extent , completeness of accommodation , and elegance
of arrangement , is not only not surpassed but is unequalled by
any similar building in London.

(Si gned) Jon_ * HAVERS, Chairman.
Freemasons ' Hall ,

London , Nov . 20th , 1SG7.
Bro. HAVERS , Chairman of the Committee , moved that the

report be received and entered on the minutes , ami, in doing so,
said he was rejoiced to see that noble meeting that evening
before him. Having listened to the luxuriant address of one
brother and the very curtailed speeches of other brethren who
had reports to present, he thoug ht that there must be something
in the back ground , and it almost seemed that he was to bo
the victim. Ho was then before them to propose that the
report be received and entered on the minutes. If they agreed
to tli.it it pledged them to nothing, for, when they had done
that , he proposed to submit to them a series of resolutions
which they would find in the report set forth in italics, and ho
should ask the brethren to vote for them. At the same time
he was prepared to answer any question that might fairly be
put to him , or to any other member of the Committee; there-
fore, it would be open to any brother to ask him any questions,
and he would answer them as far as his jud gment would allow.

Bro. Lord ELIOT, S.G.W., said the echoes ot the room were
very unsatisfactory, and he would suggest that the speaker
should come into the middle of the room and read the resolu-
tions, so that those at his end of it might know something as
to what was going on.

Bro. BRACKSTOXE BAKER said tho Chairman of the Building
Committee had given them permission to ask any questions
arising out of tho report. There ivere two questions that
naturall y presented themselves when they had the report of thc



Committee before them , as to the Grand Lodge propert y, which
could not fail to be present to their minds. He observed by
tho report that the tenants of the Tavern had been charged
with the increased rent from the 11th of November . Tho first
question he wanted to ask was, whether the tenants had had
any opportunity of dissenting from the dictum laid down by
the Building Committee. The second question ho wished to
ask was, whether the Building Committee intended to enforce
the penalties against the contractor for not liaving comp leted
tho building by the prescribed time. He woul d admit it was
ungracious to find fault with the leading spirit of that com-
mittee, as he believed that no committee could bo formed better
adapted for the work entrusted to them , as tho brethren would
be put in the possession of an admirable structure; and if any
one in future years should ask what Bro. Havers had done, he
would reply " Circv.mspice." His object in rising was not to
ask in misereeordiam , but as a matter of ri ght —looking at the
delay that had occurred -. and as it was required that the whole
of the buildings should bo comp leted by the 1st of November,
1866 ; taking, too, into account that there had been great
delay in the completion of the building, that they had lost the
profit of an entire year—whether fcliey intended that the
penalties were to he enforced , for it had been a great hardshi p
upon them .

Bro. WAHREX* wished to ask the members of the Buildin g
Committee whether it was true, as was reported , that the
Masonic coffee-room was to be included in the lease of the
Tavern. All that he could say was, that it was not so under-
stood when it was first proposed. It was then ful ly understood
that they were to have the coffee-room to themselves. If they
were not to have the exclusive use of the coffee-room , he
wanted to know what guarantee they were to have that they
should onl y be charged proper prices for the use of that room.
"What guarantee would they have that they would not be
charged two shillings and sixpence for a plate of beef that could
be obtained elsewhere for ninepence ?

Bro. HUBBUCK wanted to know if the propert y had been
handed over to the Tavern Company, and whether the work-
men were still emp loyed as at the commencement of the rental.

Bro. BEXSOCH. suggested that the chairman of the Building
Committee should not be called upon to answer perhaps a
hundred questions together , and thought it would be better
that lie should answer each specific question as it was put by
the speaker, and it would at once prevent any misunderstanding.

Bro. HAYEKS said he could, assure Bro , Bennoch , having
worked three years and a half for them , that if he sat there
until eight o'clock in the morning he would answer every
question that they mi ght put to him , and he would proceed
to answer those that had been alread y put to him. He
was the executive officer of tho committee, but ho trusted
that the brethren would not be too hard upon him. In
answer to Bro. Baker 's first question , he said that the
increased rout for the Tavern commenced on the 11th of
November. Ho was also asked if the tenants had had
notice. Now, ho would put the brethren in possession of a
few facts, and they might bo told in a few words. They under-
took to erect a new building, which undertaking was given to
Bro. Shrewsbury, and by him it was handed over to tho new
Tavern Company. They had hoped to have completed that
building by Midsummer last , but, at the end of October, when
he (Bro. Havers) was in the country, he received a telegra phic
message, asking permission to let the new hall for the Dickens'
dinner , ancl asking permission to effect some stucco and paint-
ings upon it, and he rep lied that they could do so, provided it
was with the sanction of their own (the Craft 's) architect , and
at their own expense. He informed Bro. Gosden that they
were welcome to do that , if by so doing they accepted the
tenancy, and did the painting at their own expense, but gave
directions to Dudley not to allow any thing to be done until
they accepted the tenancy. Dudley, on that , locked the door,
and put the key iu his pocket, but something was done to get
possession of the room, and , being decorated and painted , it
was let for profit for tho Dickens' dinner , and now they said
th ey would not pay the rent , because there were about half-
a-dozen bricklayers emp loyed in doing some minor works, which ,
he said, was one of the most ingenious, and , he would say, one
of the most audacious , things he ever heard of. He (Bro.
Havers) said he considered them as their tenants, but , having
painted the walls, and thereby incurred some expense, he said
lie considered it would be only fair that they should come in ,
and the increased rent begin at the half quarter. As to

whether the penalties for the non-completion of tho building at
the prescribed time were tn be enforced , that was a very delicate
matter , and he thought it would be better if the Committee
were not asked to enforce them- That very morning he had
received what he considered to be a great curiosity in the form
of a lawyer's letter , asking, if any of those penalties were
received , that they should be handed over to the Tavern
Company, and they were told that they haclagood claim against
tho Grand Lod ge; and the letter went on further to say that,
if those penalties were obtained , out of them they were going to
pay the shareholders a dividend. There was one point which
had been raised , ancl that was one of deep moment. They
had been asked not to insist in giving up the name "Free-
masons' Tavern. Now, he was an old 3Inson , and he could
say that it was tho earnest desire of his heart to see a separation
of Freemasonry from tavern Freemasonry. From his earliest
clays he had always spoken of the necessity of their Craft having-
a temple devoted to Freemasonry, but completely separated
from tavern accommodation. He liked "creature comforts "
after labour , hut, at the same time, nothing tended so much to
ennoble their Order as by a complete separation of it from
tavern purposes. He found that the Dickens' dinner was
advertised at every railway station to be held in Freemasons'
Hall ; but over ancl over again it had been pointed out to Bro.
Shrewsbury, ancl the fact he had pointed out , as the repre-
sentative of Grand Lodge, that they had been advised to build
a place, so that they mi ght have refreshment at a reasonable-
rate, and pay a rent for the lodge rooms. He contended that
the interests of the landlord were identical with the interests
of the Craft. He had been asked if he had received a legal
letter from Bro . Vallance, in which he disputed that the
tenants had obtained possession. Ho had received such a letter
from Bro. Vallance, the solicitor to the Company, but he did
not give his reasons. He had to state that the coffee-room , or,
as it was then called "The Edinburg h," was reserved for
Masonic purposes, and would be maintained inviolable from
any other purposes than their own. The dining-room and
coffee-room were especially excep ted. He should be happy to
answer any further questions , but , as agents of Hie Craft , they
were determined not to sacrifice one tittle of their interests.

Bro. WELLIXGTOX VALLAXCE said allusion had been made
to his name as the solicitor to the Freemasons' Tavern Company.
He should not have risen , and had no intention of doing so,
and should have kept silent , but that Bro. Havershad thought
fit to allude to him. He had written to the trustees through
Bro. Dobie, and he was not aware how far Bro. Havers repre-
sented them. It was a civil , courteous, and kind letter, and
could in no sense be deserving of the appellative which bad been
app lied to it hy Bro. Havers, who called it " a lawyer's letter."
It deserved no such appellative from him as that it was a
lawyer 's letter , but he (Bro. Vallance) could not allow his
name to be associated with those who had subscribed £50,000..
obtained from the public on the truth of the prospectus, without
offering some observations upon what he had said. He con-
tended that there was not one word of that prospectus unborne
out at the present moment , and it had been confirmed by Bro,
Havers himsel f in the Grand Lodge, and he had taken every
opportunit y of showing that tho shareholders would reap profit
irora it. He scorned his censure when ho referred to the ninth
paragraph of the lease to Bro. Shrewsbury, but be called upon
all who represented the Grand Lodgo—he called upon the Most
Worshi pful Grand Master of Masons- to reflec t on the effect of
that clause. Ho entered the Craft long since, his father and
grandfather were Masons, and he had a profound belief that
Masons lived in charity and leve with all mankind; but when
he found the ninth clause of the agreementifor the lease, he
saw that winch should stimulate them to claim the sympath y of
the Grand Lodge. He was surrounded by Masons , and ho was
sure they were honourable men, but by the operation of the
clause he had referred to they coul i not obtain dividends for
the widows and orphans whose money had been invested in the
Freemasons' Tavern Company. The Grand Lodge of Eng land
was supposed to be the fountain of honour, but they would not
prove to be so if they took from them the means by which only
Masons could obtain dividends , and in the name of the tavern
in which they had invested their money.

Bro. WARREX rose to order. They were not here to discuss
the lease.

Bro. VALLAXCE continued : If a man had a position in London
when his name was appended to a prospectus it induced other
persons to invest their money, and he believed that every word



ill the prospectus was true with regard to the appropriation of
the coffee-room exclusivel y to the Grand Lod ge; he was bound
to tell the Grand Lodge that a large amount  of money had been
spent , and he never heard from Bro. Shrewsbury that the coffee-
room was to be confiscated from the Tavern Company. On the
contrary, Bro. Shrewsbury had declared that by his agreement
the coffee-room , now called the Clarence , belongs to the
Tavern Company. It was a very serious and grave question ,
and lie hoped and believed that the Grand Lodge would consider
him incapable of doing any thing hut his dut y to himself as well
as to them. He asked that the letter ho had written to Bro.
Dobie, in whoso honour and integrity he had the hi ghest con-
fidence , mi ght be read. He doubted if anyone in that Grand
Lod ge could lift his head so hi gh or touch his heart so warml y
as Bro. Dobie, and he challenged any man of honour to con-
trovert a single word contained in that letter. In conclusion
he asked whether the 9th clause of the agreement was worth y
of the Grand Lodge of England.

Bro. HAVERS said : The 9th clause of which they had heard
so much was as follows:—

it. Ihe said D. Shrewsbury or the Company shall bo at
liberty to use the words ' Freemasons ' Tavern ' for the purpose
of forming the Company, but that name shall be abandoned at
or before the occupation of the new buil dings , and a new name ,
altogether unconn ected with Freemasonry, shall be adopted ,
under a penalty of absolute forfeiture of the lease or the ri ght
to a grant thereof."
He contended that the trustees were perfectl y at libert y to
.adopt that rule. If it was considered to be offensive iu him to
use the words of a "lawyer 's letter ," he apolog ised for having
done so. With the exception of the telegram bo never had any
communication with any member of the Dickens ' committee.
Bro. Vallance had said they had acted unfairl y to the widows
¦and orphans under the ninth clause, but who ever drew that
clause was responsible for it.

Bro. MASOX contended that these questions of law ought not
to be brou g ht under the notice of Grand Lodge, but let them
look at the facts. The trustees entered int o a contract with
Bro. Shrewsbury, and in that there was a sti pulation , that after
a certain period the tavern that now bears the name of "The
Freemasons ' Tavern ," should cense to bear it , and have another.
Whether this was right or not the fact was, that  if Bro. Shre ws-
bury had entered into a contract with the trustees of tha Insti-
tution , the assignees to whom it was transferred were bound by-
it. As a lawyer, he thoug ht it was premature to dra w on a
discussion on legal points , for it had the effect of drawing Bro.
Havers into a discussion of matt ers that oug ht not to be dis-
cussed iu Grand Lod ge. Tbe committee had some disagreeable
duties to perform , but whether he agreed or disagreed with
them , he said they had done their dut y, although , as ho had
said , he considered it wrong to discuss them in the Grand
Lod ge.

Bro. BEXXOCH said that Grand Lod ge had given notice to the
tenants that the rent would be increased from the lltb of
November , and before they could discuss tha t  point they ought
to refer to the solicitor 's letter , which would speak for itself ,
but he understood that it was not here.

Bro. WARREX rose to order. The letter was not before the
Board of Masters , and it was impossible for them to discuss it
without  notice. He should take his stand upon the "Book of
Constitutions. ''

Bro. BEXXOCH thoug ht it would be desirable, as thoy had a
large amount of bus iness before them , for the comfort of
members who were deep ly interested in it , that they should
.adjourn the question , and let this point be referred to the com-
mittee for iurther investi gation, lie moved as an amendment ,
that so much of the report as refers to the Freemasons' Tavern ,
be referred to a committee.

The G. MASTER said be waited , without interferin g, until
they had arrived at that part of the discussion which had
wandered very much from tbe point. There was nothin g on
which an amendment could be founded , as the motion was
.merel y to allow the report to be entered on the minutes. The
fullest latitude had been given to the discussion , but at the
same time he thoug ht that the discussion of the lega l points
could do no good. Nobod y would be prejudiced, the company
on one baud , or the Grand Lod ge on tbe other, by receiving the
report and allowing it to be entered on the miimtos.

Bro. VALLAXCE : If  the report is to be entered on the minutes ,
I hope my letter will go on the minutes also. I know your

lordship 's deep sense of just ice, and that you will not allow one
part of tho case to go down to posterit y and not the other.

Bro. BEX'XOCII persisted in moving his amendment .
Bro. STEWART seconded it.
Bro. TRUS C-OTT said , as Chairman of the Freemasons ' Tavern

Company, he stood there to answer some charges that hud been
made by the Chairman of the Building Committee. Ho said
the Company was composed of merchants , Masons , and others ,
to whom he should not do justice if he did not stand forward
and say that what the Chairman of the Building Committee
had stated was not founded on fact , but was erroneous. He
heard Bro. Havers toll the brethren that , if tho Company was
founded , that it would be a good speculation , that it would
pay 25 per cent., and strong ly recommended the brethren to take
shares in it. Now, he took shares in it because he understood
it would be a means of advancing himself towards the Temp le,
but , whether ri ghtl y or wrong ly, he believed to administer to
the wants of Grand Lod ge would be something in his favour.
Bro. Havers and the Building Committee had intimated that
they had been treated in a sli ppery manner by the Company,
but that statement he denied in- tola. Ho inferred that they
had kept money from the shareholders , which was totall y un-
founded and untrue. He wanted to show the feeling of the
Building Committee towards the Company. The rent was due
on tho 2 1-th of June, but , as it was not paid unt i l  tbe 16th of
July, the Company received a letter from Bro. Gray Clarke, the
Grand Secretary, stating that he was instructed to app ly once
more for the rent due to the Grand Lod ge, which was due at
Midsummer last , and , if the money was not paid immediately ,
the matter would be placed in the hands of the solicitor to tho
Grand Lodge.

Bro. HAVERS : He never sent you that.
Bro. Lord ELIOT, S.G.W., rose to order , and said that matter

had nothing to do with the question before them.
The G. MASTER said he was anxious to give the Company

the fullest latitude to reply to the statement that had been
made , but he trusted they would rep ly to tho strictures so
offered , and not go into other matters .

Bro. A LCERXOX* PERKIXS , acting J.G.W., said he knew
nothing about law—that he left to the lawyers—but if there
were to be lawyers on the o.ther side there ought to bo legal
men on the side of Grand Lod ge to answer them.
i ¦ Bro. TUT -SCOTT regretted they should have been treated as
they had been treated by the Building Committee, when for
three years they had carried it on at a loss of £1,000. If
such a system was persevered in the tavern would be shut up,
and a great loss to tho Craft must ensue.

The G. M ASTER put the amendment , which was negatived ,
and the original motion that the report be received and
placed on the minutes was agreed to.

As the letter referred to is of considerable importance iu
elucidation of the debate which took place upon it , as well as
being of great interest to the entire Craft , we here give it in
e.runso:—

Moore-ate House, London ,'2nd Dec. 1SG7.
The Trustees of tbe Ancient and Honourabl e Society of Free

and Accepted Masons and the Freemasons ' Tavern Company,
Limited.
My dear Sir,—Herewith I beg to forward to you, as desired ,

an abstract of the assignment by Mr. David Shrewsbury to
tiie Company of the agreement for lease, &c, which will
disclose to you thc sums paid by the Company, in addition
to the £5,000 premium to Grand Lod ge paid by me into
your hands ; these sums, you will perceive , iu the aggregate
were £17,000 : making, with your premium , £22 ,000.

In reply to your reference to the 9th clause of the agree-
ment between the trustees of the Socioty and Mr.
Shrewsbury, and requesting to know whether, in obedience
thereto , the Company has changed its name , and if so to
favour you with its proper descri ption , I beg to say that
tbe clause has not been hitherto considered to bear the
interpretation your favour would seem to place upon it ,
inasmuch as it was thoug ht to have been intended to app ly-
so far as it may, to the "tavern " and not to the Company.
There are several legal technicalities and difficulties created by
statute law as to the Company chang ing their* name , which in
my present view of this clause I need not more particularl y
allude to; but if , as I think you will find , it is the tavern that
is intended and not the Company, I am fully prepared to



advise the directors that they should abandon the name of
"Freemasons ,"' and I have every reason to believe they will
give due consideration to such advice .

I must take this opportunity of requesting your attention
to the circumstances of a notice of a somewhat curious de-
scri ption given by Mr. Gray Clarke , Grand Secretary, on the
1st November ult., to the manager of the Company, that the
proceedings the Company were taking, in making alterations in
the great banqueting room and elsewhere in the new tavern , were
considered as an act of tenancy , and that the increased rent
as agreed in the agreement for a. lease would commence from
half quarter day next, the lltb of November instant. By
order , &c.

Now whilst the Company are exceedingly anxious to perform
every part of tbe agreement devolving upon them , and the
directors are most willing so soon as the trustees have comp lied
with thc agreement on their part , so as to entitle them to the
the addit ional rent of £400 per annum , to pay such rent, still
they must protect the shareholders by objecting to Mr. Gray
Clarke 's intimation as being conclusive upon that agreement.
I fear , therefore , I must trouble you with some exp lanation
of the ci renin stances whence this notice appears to have arisen.
The "Dickens' Dinner " being about to be held , the gentlemen
forming the committee for manag ing such dinner , app lied to the
Grand Secretary and Building Committee for permission to
decorate the banquetting hall , by adding stencil colourin g in
the panels , with a border , and inserting the names of tho prin-
ci pall y attractive of Charles Dickens ' literary productions.
Permission was given to them , not to the company, aud they
having, under the guidance of the architect , commenced opera-
tions, Mr. Havers was pleased to require from the manager of
the Company an undertaking that such an act by Mr. Dickens '
committee should render the Company liable, to the increased
rent of £1,200 per annum , as from the 11th November last.
To this demand the manager rep lied , that he would obtain
directions from the chairman of the Company. Upon this Mr.
Gray Clarke wrote , on the 30th October , 1SG7, a letter (copy
whereof I enclose herewith) reiterating Mr. Havers ' demand
against the Company, and intimating that what was done in de-
corating the banqueting room should be at the sole cost of the
Company, and the walls of the banqueting room should be, if
required , reinstated at the cost of the Companv.

The manager (whose rep ly is also herewith) answered on the
same day, that without the consent of his co-directors the chair-
man could not give his sanction to an undertakin g such as
required by Mr. Gray Clarke. Upon this Mr. Havers stopped
the decorations , and gave orders that they should not proceed
unless the company undertook as required by him and Mr. Gray
Clarke on the 31st October last . Telegrap hic communication
being had witli Mr. Havers upon the subject of thus marring
the otherwise elegant appearance of the banquettin g room—
the Company still refusing to give such undertaking—-the
decorations , not by the Company, but by Mr. Charles Dickens '
dinner committee , were by re-permission to them , at the
instance of Mr. Havers proceeded with , they undertaking to
reinstate where required.

Ou the 1st November , the notice hereinbefore adverted
to was given by Mr. Gray Clarke. (Copy whereof also accom-
panies this letter). Now it is obvious this proposition cannot
be acceded to and you cannot , I think , with all deference ,
advise that such increased rent has become payable by the
Company, under the agreement by the trustees of the society,
to grant the lease.

This intimation to you has become the more necessary in
consequence of a statement in the report of the buildin g
committee to Grand Lod ge, which is printed and published ,
"that the occupancy of the Company on the increased rent
commenced on the 11th November." Such statement is not
accurate , as whilst , as I have observed , the Company are quite
willing, so soon as the trustees entitle themselves thereto , to
pay such increased rent, the trustees have not at present done
so in accordance with the agreement for lease.

I observe with great satisfaction that in the same report the
great inconvenience consequent upon the delay in the buildings
to the lessees is not lost sight of; and I trust that all such
penalties will be devoted to the remuneration of the Company
for the enormous loss and injury they have sustained in that
respect to which I have hitherto called the attention of the
Grand Secretary, and which have been of vital and serious
importance to the Company.

\v lnlst I feel the delicacy of any allusion to the printed report
of the Building Committee , who may be supposed to represent-
to some extent the trustees of the Society of Freemasons, and
there is obvious difficult y in dealin g copiously with the report ,
yet I ought to give you an intimation that the Company are
not in any way bound by the statements therein , of which
they were not previousl y apprised , nor have they been conferred
with upon the subject . The report seems to me to deserve
much further consideration on tbe points adverted to, and
par ticularl y with respect to their recommendations to appro-
pr iate the room called "The Clarence," at present the coffee
room , apparentl y dealing with it exclusivel y and obviousl y to
the detriment of the lessees, as if remaining the property of the
trustees, whereas it forms pai _, and is comprised within the
premises agreed to be leased to the Company, by whom pos-
session is held , ancl it has, in fact , at considerable outlay and
expense been carpeted and furnished for use.

Any further information within my power I shall be happy
at all times, with sincere frankness and candour , to convey to
you , as I am sure the Company will permit me to do so; and I
must say I am most anxious that kindl y feelings should exist
between the landlords of so important a property and their
lessees; and the landlords should be assured the Tavern will be
so conducted by the lessees as to entitle them to the encourage-
ment and support of the Society.

I am , my dear Sir,
Yours very trul y and fraternall y,

(Signed) H. WELLIXGTOX VALLAXCE .
To Alexander Dobie, Esq.
Bro. HATERS said he hoped they would all forget what was

past , and go to the plain business of the evening. He directed
the attention of the Grand Lod ge to the first notice of motion
on page 5 of the printed paper. It was there stated that no
rent had been charged to the lod ges they had supplied with
accommodation until the building was completed. He was
sorry that the fees were not lower, but if the committee were
able they would be happy to reduce them. He moved " That
the rents for the use of lod ge rooms shall commence and be
payable on and after the 1st of January, 1868."

In answer to a question from some brother ,
Bro. HAVERS said they were anxious to avoid large collections,

of furniture , and ho alluded to the damage that occurred to
furniture when a large part y was held. They would fix as low
rates as possible for storing the furniture of lodges.

The resolution w-as then put and carried.
Bro. HAVERS said there could be no possible question about,

the necessity of a cott'ee-voom , for from the earliest time that
question had been a sine qua non with Freemasons. The tariff
of Bro . Gosden was exceeding moderate, and the committee
were inclined to leave it in the hands of Grand Lodge to fix
the amount for the use of tho coffee-room and library, but after
consideration the committee had fixed such charges as they
believed would be fair and just. He moved " That the subscrip-
tion of Masons residing within the London districts shall be—
to the coffee-room , £1 Is.; to the library, 10s. per annum.

Bro. BEXXOCH wanted to know what was to be supplied in
the eoifee-room.

Bro. HAVERS said : Breakfasts, dinners , supper s, wines, and
spirits.

Bro. BEXXOCH said there appeared to be some difference of
op inion as to whether the coffee-room was included in the lease
to fhe company, and he wanted to have it fairl y stated if the
coffee-room belonged to the Tavern Company or to the Grand
Lod ge. If it was shown that it belonged to the Tavern Com-
pany, would the Grand Lod ge provide another coffee-room.

Bro. HAVERS said from the very first a coffee-room and
library were required in the new building. There was not a
shadow of doubt that they were so included , ancl only to be
used for Masonic purposes.

A brother wanted to know wh y there should be any charge to
the library and coffee-room at all. He moved as an amendment ,
" That the coffee-room and library be open to the Craft at large
free."

Bro. R AT.MOXD STUART seconded the amendment.
Bro. HAVERS said the committee would be delighted to

throw open the coffee-room and library , but it was built by
the subscri ptions of Masons all over England , and thoy as
London Masons had no ri ght to use it without making some
compensation to their country brethren.

The amendment was then put and negatived.



Bro. WARREX* said he had then to move an amendment
which he thought would be more reasonable . He moved that
the subscription to the coffee-room and library bo one guinea.

Bro. MORREX seconded the amendment.
Bro. BEXXOCH opposed it ancl said if the amount was reduced

the coffee-room would be too crowded.
A division took place, when there appeared for the amend-

ment, 74; against it, GO ; consequent ly the amendment was
declared to be carried.

On the proposition " That, thc subscri p tion of Masons residing
out of the London district shall be—to the coffee-room 10s. 6d.,
and to the library, 10s.

Bro. WARREX moved as an amendment " That the amount
be reduced to 10s. Gd."

This was put and negatived.
Bro. ADLARD moved that the subscri p tion be one guinea ,

which was put and carried.
Bro. HAVERS moved " That a subscri ption of £1 lis. 6d.

per annum from any country lodge shall entitle its Master
and Wardens for the time being to all the privileges of tbe
coffee-room and library."

Bro. BIXCKES said that the coffee-room and library would
he a great boon , and suggested that they shoul d bo made
useful to brethren coining up from the country to attend the
Grand Lodge on their Masonic festivals. He suggested that
every subscribing brother shoul d be able to introduce a friend ,
being a Mason , to the coffee-room and library by inscribing his
name in a book to be kept for that purpose . He moved as an
amendment "That any subscribing member to the coffee-
room and library be permitted to introduce a friend , being a
Mason, for one day without such friend being called upon to
mak e any payment for such friend. "

Bro. HAVERS said , if they once opened the door they could
not shut it, and if they allowed a member to introduce one
friend , there was no reason wh y he mi ght not introduce ten or
a dozen , and that would destroy the very object they had in
view. Unless they surrounded this with safeguards they mi ght
inflict a great evil , and he earnestl y asked the Grand Lod ge
to pause before they adop ted the amendment.

The G. MASTER thoug ht the best thing for Bro. Binckes to
do was to give notice of motion for the consideration of this
subject at some future period , and then the Committee would
have time to consider it. If notice was given, then the matter
could be full y discussed.

Bro. BIX*CKES said , with the understanding that the Com-
mittee would take the matter into consideration , he would
adopt that course.

The amendment was withdrawn , and the resolution agreed to.
The following resolutions were agreed to :—
"That strangers, being Masons, who may be temporaril y

residing iu Eng land , shall be permitted to use the coffee-room
and library upon being introduced , in writing, by a subscriber ,
and upon payment of a subscri ption of five shillings per one
month ."

" That the amount of these subscri p tions shall bo subje ct to
revision , ancl to increase or otherwise , but that the subscri ption
of original members (in which list shall be included all those
who become subscribers on or before the 1st of June, 1868),
shall under no circumstances be increased."

Bro. HAVERS then drew the attention of Grand Lod ge to thc
following paragrap h iu the report:—

" There yet remains another subject of great importance, to
which it is requisite that the attention of Grand Lodge should
de directed , namel y, the necessity of repairing and re-decorating
the Great Hall , ancl thus rendering it worth y of its place in
the Masonic Temple. The Committee have purposely deferred
the consideration of this subject unti l  the new works were
completed ; they now ask for authority to consider it , ancl for
that purpose submit the following resolution , viz., 'That the
Buildings ' Committee be directed to consider the subject of the
repair and re-decoration of the Great Hall , and to report thereon
to tbe Grand Lodge at its Quarterly Communication in March
next.'"

Bro. HAVERS moved the adop tion of the resolution -
_ The G. MASTER suggested that the Committee should con-

sider the ventilation of the building in connection with the
decoration.

Bro. Lord ELIOT also suggested that the acoustic arrange-
ments of the hall should be attended to.

Bro. HAVERS said the Committee were painfully alive to the
necessity of some alterations in that respect.

Tho resolution was then put and agreed to.
A PPEAL TOR ST. THOMAS'S.

An appeal of an interesting character was then gone into,
from the W. Master of the Harmonic Lod ge (No. 356), St.
Thomas 's, West Indies, against the decision of the District
Grand Master. The same appeal being divided into three
separate points for decision. In the first , the decision of the
District Grand Master was declared to be wrong ; his decision
was reversed and the appeal allowed. In the second , the appeal
was disallowed , and the decision of the District Grand Master
confirmed ; and in tbe third case the decision of the District
Grand Master was reversed , and thc appeal allowed. As it was
nearly half-past eleven o'clock, the rest of the business could
not be disposed of, and was adjourned to the next quarterl y
communication.

The Grand Lod ge was then closed in due form and with
solemn prayer.

METROPOLITAN .

EGYPTIAX LODGE (Xo. 27).—This old and flourishing lodgo
hold its usual monthly meeting ou Thursday, tho 5th iust.,
under tho able presidency of the WM., Bro. Couits, assisted by
Bros. John 3lay, S.W., Libbis, J.W., aud a largo attendance of
bre thren. Tho business of tho evening consisted of one initiation
and two passings, after which tho brethren proceeded to tho
election of W.M. for tho ensuing twelve months. Tho two
Wardens liaving each expressed their desire not to bo oloctod to
that office, tho choice foil upon tho present W.M., Bro. John
Coutts , who was unanimously ro-electod W.M. of tho lodgo.
Upon tho motion of Bro. Buss, P.M. aud Sec, seconded by Bro.
Jacobs, P.M., it was unanimously resolved that tho sum of £20
bo given from tho lodgo funds, and placed on tho list of Bro.
Thurlow, who will represent this lodgo as Steward at tho
forthcoming anniversary festiva l of tho Royal Masonic Bene-
volent Insti tution for Aged Freemasons and the widows of Free-
masons, which amount of £20, added to £30 given by tho lodgo
last year, will constitute tho "W.M. for tho time being a Vice-
President of the Female branch ol this most excellent Masonic
institution. Tho names of seven gentlemen were then given
in as candidates for initiation , and tho lodgo was closed, after
which tho brethren adjourned to an excellent banquet.

PROVINCIAL.

CORNWALL.
SALTASH.-—Zetland Lodge (No. 1,071).—The brethren of

this lodge mot at their lodge-room , at tbe Green Dragon Hotel ,
on the 2nd inst., for the purpose of installing Bro. W. Fox well
as W.M. for the ensuing year. A large number of visitors were
present , amongst whom were Bros. Vincent Bird , 30', P.M., P.
Prov. G.O. Devon : E. Murch , P.M. 202 ; J. Price , P.M. 202 ;
S. Chapp ie, P.M. 934 ; H. Welch, P.M. 202 : P. Prov. G. Dir.
of Cers. Devon ,; J. Hawton , W.M. 1,090 ; J. Brown ,
Paul , Bouncy, Watson , Raishbrook , and Littleton. The instal-
lation was impressivel y performed by Bro. E. Murch , P.M.,
.-liter which the following brothers were appointed officers for
the ensuing year :—Bros. J. Oeeble , S.W. ; C. Dampncy, J.W. ;
C. Cleverton , Treas. ; J. G. Richard? , P.M., Sec; S.Menbeniott ,
S.D.: Perriinan , J.D. ; Gregory, I.G.; Congdon and Barrett,
Stewards ; Kadmore, Tyler. The charges were delivered to
the W.M., Wardens , aud members by Bro. Murch. After the
business of the lod ge had been concluded , the brethren adjourned
to a banquet , prepared by Bro. Rundlc , at which the usual
loyal and Masonic toasts were given , interspersed withliarmoii 3*.
A very enjoyable evening was spent , and the brethren separated
at ten o'clock. 

DEVONSHIRE.
TOTXES.—Pleiades Lodge (No. 710).—On Thursday, the 5th

inst., tbe brethren of this lod ge met , at six p.m., for the ordinary
monthl y business. The lod ge was opened by Bro. John Heath ,
W.M., assisted hy Bros. Marks, acting as I.P.M. ; the Rev. J.
Bowclon, acting as Chap. ; Cooke and Oldrey, Wardens ; Niner



I.G. The duties of tho Deacons were undertaken by Bros. Dr.
Hopkins and Bartlett , P.M.'s. The minutes of the previous
meeting were read and confirmed. Bro. Watson , P.M. and Sec,
presented the report of the Audit Committee, which was adopted ,
and ordered to be entered on the minutes . A ballot was taken
for Messrs. William Snell Chenall and Joseph Chenall , as candi-
dates for initiation, regularly proposed at seven days' notice ,
which proved unanimous in their favour. The lodge was
opened in the second , and then in the third degree, Bro.
Stephens having been examined and entrusted on a previous
evening. He was then admitted ancl raised in due form by the
W.M., who administered the solemn rite in a manner so impres-
sive as evidently to produce a great effect on the reci pient.
The candidate having left the room, was on his return invested ,
and , by the request of the W.M., the chair was then taken by
Bro. Dr. Hopkins , who gave the traditionary history and the
charge appertaining to this degree. The W.M. again occup ied
his own place, and resumed the lod ge in the second , and after-
wards in the first degree. The Messrs. Chenall were intro-
duced , properly prepared , and regularly initiated with great
correctness and effect hy the W.M. He also gave them the
usual charge. Bro. John Adams , 1,099, was proposed as a
joining member by Bro. Cooke, S.W., seconded by Bro. Ninor ,
I.G. Several matters of business were discussed and disposed
of, among which was the formation of a Lodge of Instruction ,
the arrangements for it being left in the hands of tho W.M.
Bro. Taylor, as usual, officiated at the harmonium during the
evening. The lodge was finall y closed at nine o'clock.

DURHAM.
HARTLEPOOL — St. Helen's Lodge (No. 531).—The usual

monthl y meeting was held at the Masonic Hall , Regent's-squ aro,
on Thursday, the 5th inst., when the lodge was opened in due
form and with solemn prayer. It being the annual meeting for
the election of W.M,, Treasurer ,.and Tyler for the ensuing year,
there was an unusually large number of the brethren present .
Upon the ballot being taken , the result was as follows:—Bros.
Emra Holmes, 17; J. Groves, P.M., 1; A. Nathan , P.M., 1; and
J. Sivewright, W.M,, 1. Bro. Emra Holmes was therefore de-
clared duly elected as W.M. of this lod ge for the ensuing year,
Bro. R. Ropner was elected Treasurer , and Bro. J. Mowbray as
Tyler. The last named bro ther has occupied the post for some
fourteen or fifteen years, and is one of the most deservedl y-
popular members of tho lod ge. The installation of the W.M.
elect will take place on the 26th inst., when the Festival of St.
John the Evangelist will bo celebrated. Bro. G. Moore, M.D.,
P. Prov. J.G.W., will act as Installing Master.

SCOTLAND.

E D I N B U R G H .
STOW—Lodge of Instruction (No. 216).—The usual monthl y

meeting of this lod ge was held on the evening of Friday, the
6th inst. In the absence of Bro. Brownlee, R.W.M., Bro. II.
Kerr , D.M. elect, presided. The question for discussion was a
resume of the question discussed at the last monthl y meeting,
viz- , " What are the best means to advance the princi ples of
Freemasonry?" All the brethren present endorsed in substance
the opinions expressed at the former meeting, and advocated
strongly the propriet y of Masons themselves living out their
princi ples, and by their constant and circumspect conduct
showing there is more in Masonry than conviviality and show.

GLASGOW.
PROVIXCIAL GRAXD LODGE.

A special meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Glasgow
was held on the 5th inst., in the Kilwinnin g Hall , 170, Buchanan -
street.

The Prov. Grand Lodge was opened bv Bro. Thomas Ramsay,
R.W.M. St. John 's, No. 3-, acting Prov. G.M., assisted by Bros.
A. McTaggart , M.A., R.W.M. St. Mungo , 27, acting Prov*.
S.G.W. ; Thomas Paton , E.W.M. Thistle, 87; D. H. Miller ,
Prov. S.G.D. ; J. B. Walker , Prov. G. Treas. : R. Robb, Prov.
G. Mareschall ; Leith , Prov. G. Dir. of Cers., and a large number
of members of Provincial Grand Lod ge.

The Prov. G. Sec. having read the circular convening the
meeting, and sundry letters received by him in connection with
Provincial Grand Lodge business, he then moved— " That this

Provincial Grand Lodge pass a hearty vote of thanks to Bro.
James Cruickshanks , Depute Provincial Grand Master, on his
retirement from office, for the able manner in which he has for
a very lengthened period discharged the various duties he has
had to perform , it being now nearly half a century since he first
commenced to take an active interest in Freemasonry."

The motion was seconded in a very feeling manner by Bro.
Ramsay, carried with acclamation , and ordered to be endorsed
in the minutes of Provincial Grand Lodge.

The next business was tho recommendation of brethren for
the respective offices of Depute and Substitute Prov. G.M.,
Senior and Junior Prov. G. Wardens, and Prov. G. Secretary.

Bro. Wilson , R.W.M. 354, moved that Bro. Walter N. Neilson,
Prov. S.G.W., be recommended for the oflice of Depute Prov.
G.M.

Bro. Anderson , R.W.M. 362, seconded the motion, which
was carried unanimousl y.

Bro. Buchan , S.W. 3'-, proposed Bro. F. A. Barrow, P. Prov.
S.G.W., for the oflice of Substitute Prov. G.M.

Bro. Geo. McLeod , R.W.M. 128, seconded the motion , which
was carried unanimousl y.

Bro. McLeod proposed Bro; Capt. McCasland for the office of
Prov. S.G.W.

The motion was seconded by Bro. McTaggart, and carried
unanimousl y.

Bro. McTaggart proposed Bro. Thomas Baker for the office
of Prov. J.G.W.

Bro. McLeod seconded the motion, which was carried unani-
mously.

Bro. Wilson , R.W.M. 354, proposed that Bro. William Smith,
the esteemed Prov. G. Sec, be recommended for re-election ,
and , in doing so, alluded in pleasing terms to the indefatigable
manner in which Bro. Smith had , during the time he had held
tho oflice of Prov. G. Sec, discharged duties which , at any
time onerous, had , as was known to the brethren , been especi-
ally so during the last six months or so, in consequence of tbe
death of their late lamented Provincial Grand Master , Bro. Sir
Archibald Alison, Bart.

The motion was heartil y seconded by Bro. Paton, R.W.M.
87, and carried unanimousl y*.

Bro. Smith announced to the brethren that the annual
provincial festiv al in aid of the Provincial Grand Lodge Bene-
volent Fund , would be held in the City Hal l, Glasgow, on
Friday evening, the 20th inst., the chair to bo occupied by the
R.W. Bro. Cap tain Speirs, M.P., Prov. G.M., whose installa-
tion will take place at an early hour in the evening, for which
the Provincial Grand Lodge will be summoned. The Pro-
vincial Grand Lodge will dine at five o'clock, and afterwards ,
accompanied by the Prov. G.M., tak e up their position on the
platform , the chair to be taken at eight o'clock. The festive
programme consists of a soiree, concert, and full dress assembly,

GLASGOW.—Lodge Thistle and Pose (No. 73).—An ordinary
meeting of this lod ge was held in the Masonic Hall , Buchanan-
street , on Tuesday evening, the third inst., Bro. T. Mac Robert ,
R.W .M., iu the chair. The lod ge was opened in the first degree
by the R.W.M., assisted by Bros. J. Ballantine and W. Smith ,
acting Senior and Junior Wardens ; P. Thomson , Treas. ; G.
Macadam , Sec.; and other office-beavers ancl brethren. After
the minutes of the previous meeting, being that for the nomi-
nation of office-bearers, had been read and confirmed , the lodge
was raised to the third degree, when Bro. J. Whitham , who
received the degree of Fellow Craft on 19th Nov. last, was
brought forward iu proper form , and was raised to the sublime
degree of a Master Mason. Bro. Mac Robert , R.W.M., giving
the usual charge in a most impressive manner. This being,
according to the by-laws of the lod ge, the ni ght for the election
of office-bearers , the following were duly elected, viz., Bros. T,
Mac Robert, R.W.M. ; J. Ballantine , S.W.; W. Smith, J.W. ;
J. Jordan , P.M.; W. Johnston , D.M.; P. Thomson , Treas. ; G.
Macadam , Sec. ; Arch. Somerville , Chap.; J. McGregor, S.D. ; G.
McDonald , J.D. ; J. Marrison , S.S.; J. Russel , J.S. ; W. Gardner ,
S.B. ; A. Watt , I.G. ; and W. Jamieson, Ty ler. The installa-
tion of office-bearers to their respective offices was deferred till
next ordinary meeting. The lod ge was then closed in due and
ancient form. It may be mentioned that amongst other
brethren who hail from the venerable 'Thistle and Rose Lodge,
is our esteemed and distinguished townsman , Bro. Alexander
Strathern , Sheriff for Lanark , who, upwards of a quarter of a
century since, was initiated in this lod ge, the date of the learned
Sheriff' s initiation being May 12th , 1834.



GLASGOW .—Lodge Thistle (No. bv).—The installation meeting
of this lod ge was held on the 4th inst. The follow ing are the
office-bearers for tbe ensuing year, viz. :—Bros. Thomas Paton ,
R.W.M.; James M'Xee, D.M. ; James V. Henderson , S.M. : James
Sinclair , Chap. ; John Grcive , S.W. : John Dobbic. J.W. ; Robt.
Muirbead , Treas. : William Morrison , Sec : C. Jockel , S.D. ;
L. Stewart , J.D. ; Jolm Reid , S.S. ; Andrew Morrison , J.S.;
J. S. Alexander , I.G. ; Robert Walker . Ty ler ; Charles Sharp,
S.S.B. ; Hug h M'Farlanr , J.S.B. ; Henry Potts , Prov. G.S. ;
Thomas Cowan , P.M. Bro. James Wallace , G.S., was the In-
stalling Master , and performed the ceremony most impressivel y.
The funds of the lodge being in a health y state, several sums
were voted to charitable purposes.

GLASGOW.—Lodge Caledonian Hallway (No. 3of). —At a
meeting of this flourishing lod ge held in the .Masonic-hall, 213,
Buchanan-street , on the 4-th inst., the following brethren were
elected as office-bearers for the ensuing year , viz , :—James E.
Wilson , R.W.M.: Nicholas Black , P.M.' ; 'l!obert Shaw, D.M. ;
Dr. R. Patterson , S.M. ; W. R. Thomson , SW. ; Colin Sinclair ,
J.W. ; Robert Allen , Treas.; William John Hamilton , See.;
D.K. Spiers, S.D. ; M'Kuy, J.D,; Andrew Ewart , Chap.; Wm .
Gunn , Arch.; Andre w Nairn , Jeweller; Wm. Russell , B.ll. ;
John King, S.B. -, William Dunshee , Director of Music ; 1).
Strachan , Dir. o( Cers. ; A. S. Walker , John Millar , and Walter
Lennox, Stewards ; G. Crerar , Prov. G.S.; John Cricbtou , I.G.;
W. F. Gemmill , Tyler. We are glad to learn from the auditors '
report that the funds of the lod ge are in a very health y state ,
and that durin g the past year a considerable number of mem-
bers, all of whom occupy a respectable position in society*, have
been added to the lodge roll.

SHETTLESTOX.
Lodge St John (Xo. 128) .

One of the most interesting of the numerous annual meetings
now being held in this province , for the election and installa-
tion of office-bearers for tbe ensuing year , took place on the
4th inst. in the Masonic Hall at Shettleston , the opening of
which was noticed by us in our issue of October the 5th , when
the members of the recentl y-revived , and now flourishin g Loil ge
St. Joh n, No. 128, met under very ausp icious circumstances.
There was a very numerous attendance of thebrethien , members
of the lod ge and visitors , including amongst tbe latter Bros.
William Smith , Prov. G. Sec ; James Wallace , G.S. ; Gillies ,
P.M. 103; A. McTaggart , M.A., R.W.M. 27 ; Mch'obert , R.W.M.
73; Singleton , E.W3I. 71; Mackay, R.W.M. 103: and James
Stevenson , of the FREEJIASOXS' MAGAZIXE AX'D M ASONIC
MIRROR .

Bro. Georgo M'Leod , the esteemed R.W.M.. was , for the third
time, placed by the unanimous choice of the brethren in the
chair of K.S. ; and he invested as his officers for the ensuing
year the following brethren , who had been elected to the re-
spective offices , viz , :—Bros. J. Allan , I.P.M.; Hall , D.M. ;
Jowett, S.M.; Reid , S.W. : Morrison , J. W.: Deans, Treas. ¦
Livingston , Sec.; Simpson , S.D.. Camp bell , J.D. ,- Clark , Bible
Bearer; J. Baird , Standard Bearer; James Jack , Prov. G.S.;
A. Allan , I.G. ; and George Barrow-man , Ty ler. After which
the following brethren were affiliated as honorary members of
the lod ge, viz. :—Bros. W. Smith , Prov. G. Sec ; J-.\s. Wallace
G.S. ; ' Gillies , P.M. 103 ; M'Taggart , M.A., R.W.M. 27;
MRobert , R.W.M. 73: and James Stevenson , FREEMASOXS '
MAGAHIX'E. These severa l brethren , being present , took the
custoinaiy obli gation , and returned thanks for the honour con-
ferred upon them.

The loege having been called from labour to refreshment
the time-honoured , loyal , and Masonic customary toasts "iven
by the R.W.M. having, as usual at Masonic gatherings , been
right heartil y honoured , Bro. McLeod proposed iu felicitous and
appropriate terms "The Provincial Grand Lod ge of Glasgow ,"
identify ing with the toast the health of their Provin cial Grand
Secretary, to whom they were all so much indebted for the
zeal he had disp layed iu carry ing out all appertaini ng fo the
interests of Masonry in this province , aud tbe untiring energy
he had disp layed was particularl y at a time rendered especiall y
try ing throug h tbe lamented death of their late Provincial
Grand Master. Bro. McLeod then referred to the recent
election of Bro. Captain Sp iers , MP., as their Provincial Grand
Master, and to the nomination of his commissioned office-
bearers , and he looked forward hopefull y that the brethre n of
Glasgow would be able , when the several appointments were
confirmed, to speak confidentl y of their province being ruled in

a manner that would reflect credit alike upon their Provincial
Grand Officers , and redound to the intelli gence of the elective
members of Provincial Grand Lodge.

Bro. Smith , Prov. G. Sec, returned thanks on behalf of
Provincial Grand Lod ge, and for the compliment paid him per-
sonall y ;  and , whilst , "with the R.W.M., he looked forward
hopefull y to the successful working of the Provincia l Grand
Lod ge and the newl y-nominated oilice-bearers , still he felt it
but an act of justice to his fellow officers of the Provincial
Grand Lod ge as now constituted , to testif y to the read y co-
operation he had always experienced at their hands, in Icon-
ducting the various matters affecting tho interests of tho
brethren of this province; and , whilst dep loring the great loss
they had sustained by the death of their late lamented chief,,
he congratulated the brethren upon their having obtained as a
successor , one of whom they bad by their voice considered so
well qualified to (ill the important position of Provincial Grand
Master of Glasgow. Bro. Smith concluded by say ing with,
reference to the kin dl y remarks just made anent himself , by the
R.W.M., he could onl y say, whilst acknowled ging the honour
thus done him , that in fulfilling to the best of his ability the
severa l duties of the responsible office in which the brethren
had placed him , he had but striven to do that winch he had
felt incumbent upon him , in justice to those who had reposed
their confidence in his humble abilities.

The R.W.M. in a hi ghl y eulog istic speech proposed the toast-
of the vis-tin g brethren , and referred at some leng th to the
various lod ges which were represented ou the occasion. He-
mentioned thc several Masters , who were present , by name, and
made pointed allusion to the character, abilities , and Masonic
position of those of them who had been that  evenin g made
honorary affiliated members of the lod ge. The remarks of the
R.W.M. were received with great app lause; and the toast was-
responded to with the hi ghest honours.

Bro. M'Taggart , M.A., R.W.M. 27, with whose name the
toast had been coup led , then rose to rep ly for the visiting
brethren , and met with a cordial reception. Ho said that the
R.W.M. had appointed him a subject on which he might address
the brethren for an hour , althoug h ho did not mean to occupy
their time so long. He alluded at the outset to the privileges-
irecmasons enjoyed in visiting sister lodges, to the cordial
welcome they received , to the hearty interchange of feeling and
sentiment to which they were admitted , to the kind attention
that was paid to them. He touched also on the benefits that
were to be derived from such intercourse. As entire stran-
gers they could enter any lod ge of Freemasons without
restraint , take part in the proceedings without suspicion ,
and , in short , enjoy all the advantages which accrue from a
long-establish ed friendshi p. He said he was pleased to meet
the brethren of Shettleston St. John in such prosperous and
happy circumstances , and hoped lie would have many oppor-
tunities of meetin g them ou auspicious occasions like the present .
He was sure their intercourse would result in mutual  good—
would tend to brin g into closer union the brethren of this and'
the other lod ges in the province. It would be his duty and the
duty of the other visitin g brethren to reci procate the kindl y
feelings and heart y welcome that had been extended to them
to-ni ght , and he could assure them that it was their desire, as
well as thoir interest , that such gatherings shoul d more fre-
quentl y take place. Bro. M'Taggart continued by say ing that
althoug h several of the representativ es of lod ges bad retired ,
there were still four on whose behalf he had to rep ly—viz., St..
Mungo , Commercial , Thistle and Rose, and Union and Crown ,,
and the names were indicative of some of the princi ples or
elements which were recognised and inculcated hy Freemasonry.
The St. Mungo takes its name from the patron saint of Glasgow,
who presided over the reli gious interests of the good folks of
tbe city in the olden time. We, as Freemasons, being a relig ious
bod y, adop t the name as an appropriate desi gnation for a lodge.
Our religious creed is probabl y the onl y one at the present time
professed that from its nature can he accepted as universal.
Its central point of belief , and the princi ples surrounding it,
are such as men of every nation under the sun can accept ;
indeed , there is probabl y no nation of the world in which the
reli gion of Freemasonry is not alread y established. What that
reli gion inculcates need not here be discussed , but , as part of
a reli gious body, the lod ge I represent here, aud over which I
have the honour to preside , were fortunate in the selection of
a name so suggestive of the nature of the Order , so ancient ,,
and so much revered as that of St. Mungo. The Commercial
Lod ge falls next to be noticed , and the name is intimatel y



connected with the principles of the Order, u e give promi-
-nence to the necessity of labour , the value of industry, and the
importance of commercial intercourse in advancing the well-
being of the human race by promoting moral ity, and fostering
that brotherl y regard upon which its happ iness so materiall y
¦depends. In the name "Thistle and Rose " we have distinct
reference to the patriotic element. It calls to our recollection
the union of Eng land and Scotland , and the consequent advan-
tages that attended that union ; and the Freemasons of Eng land
and Scotland , however strong ly attached they may be to then-
respective countries , however hi ghl y their patriotism may run ,
would never wish to see that union severed , and a less kindl y
feeling existing between the countries than at present. Whilst
Freemasonry fosters patriotism as a virtue , it recognises union
as a necessity. Tbe name '' Union and Crown " brings to our
-minds the idea of loyalty—a quality which strong ly predominates
in every Freemason 's heart. We are eminentl y loyal ; we
invariabl y spea k of the Queen and the Craft in the same breath.
This name is well represented , on this occassion by my large-
hearted and trul y loyal friend , Bro. Gillies , a man w h o  sticks
to the union and vows by the crown. Bro. M'Taggart con-
cluded by tendering anew bis thanks to the li.W.M. and
members of Shcttlcton St. John , and expressed a hope t h a t t h o
princi ples which tho names of the lod ges represented would
continue to be respected by the Order and adhered to by the
brethren of thc province of Glasgow.

Bros. Wallace , Gillies , M'Robert , &c, having also appro-
priatel y returned thanks on behalf the visiting brethren.

The toast of "The Health of Bro. M'Lcod , R.W. M-, and the
office-bearers of the Loi ge St. John , No. 12S," was proposed
in a very kindl y aud warm-hearted manner by the Prov. G.
Secretary, and was honoured most enthusiasticall y.

The R.W . Master , in a pith y speech , returned thanks for
himsel f and office-bearers for the honour just done them by the
Prov. G. Sec, mid for the cordial manner in which the brethren
had received tbe toast. In the course of other toasts that
followed , the R.W.M. proposed that  of the " Masonic Press,"
identifying with that toast the name of Bro. James Stevenson
of the FREEMASONS ' M AGAZIXE AXD MASOXIC M IRROR , London
and Glasgow , who was present amongst them this evening. In
the course of bis remarks the R.W.M. introduced to the notice
of the brethren the advantages afforded by having a special
medium of their own , for convey ing Masonic information and
for the ventilation ot all questions affecting the interests of the
Order ; these advantages were full y afforded by the Masonic
Magazine , of which Bro. Stevenson was the represent ative
editor for Scotland , and to whom they were much indebted for
tho courteous and attentive manner in which he tended for the
interests of Scots Masonry in the Magazine , as evidenced by
the numerous reports of Scots Masonic proceedings and articles
generally of interest to Scots Masons , that had recentl y appeared
in its pages.

The toast having been received with the hi ghest , honours ,
Bro. Stevenson returned his cordial thanks. He gave a short

retrospective view of Freemasonry as he had found it on his
arrival in Scotland. And in referrin g to tbe motion recentl y
brought before the Provincial Grand Lodge of a Masonic educa-
tional scheme for Glasgow , he hailed with pleasure this step as
one taken in the right direction , and as evidencing a desire on
the part of Scotch Masons to wi pe off the reproach at present
attaching to Freemasonry in Scotland , that she—so pre-eminent
as a warm-hearted nation , and her cap ital adorned by some of
the most useful educational establishments in Great Britain—
should be so utterl y deficient of Masonic educational and bene-
volent institutions. This great want was peculiar to Scotch
Masonry, for even in Ireland Masonic , benevolent ancl educational
institutions existed , and were creditabl y supported and con-
ducted , whilst in Eng land we have the three great Masonic
charities of the Royal Masonic Institution for the Sons of Free-
masons, a similar institution for the daug hters of Freemasons ,
and the Institution for A ged Freemasons and thei r widows.

Other toasts having been given and dul y honoured , the
brethren were called again to labour , ancl the lodge was closed
according to ancient custom. We should add that during the
time of refreshment , the happ iness of the brethren was further
promoted by some excellent sing ing from Bros. M'Leod , Gillies,
Deans, Livingstone , &c.

RENFREWSHIRE (WEST.)
GREEX*OCK.—Lodge Greenock Kilwinning (No. 12).—The

annual general meeting of this lodge for the election of office-

bearers was held in the Council Chambers, on the evening of St.
Andrew 's Day, the 30th ult., when the following brethren were
elected for the ensuing year :—Bros. E. Blackmore , R.W.M. ; J.
B. Crawhall , I.P.M. ; J. Fleming, D.M. ; A. Tasker, S.W. ; D.
Shaw , J.W.; J. R. Allison , Treas.; T. B. Newton , Sec ; Rev,
C. Cole, B.D., Chap. ; Rev. A. Fullarton , Assist. Chap. ; W. C.
Tennant Sloan , Architect; J. Morrison , S.D. ; J. R. Clarke.
J.D. ; D. Middleton , Dir. of Music; A. Roxburg h , S. Steward ;
D. Cunning ham , J. Steward ; A. Hamilto n, I.G. ; and James
Hannah , Tyler.

GHEEXOCK .— St. Johns Lodge (Xo. 175).—The annual meet-
ing of this lod ge for the election of office-bearers for the current
vear , was held in the lodge hull on the evening of St. Andrew 's
Day, 30th ult. Tbe fol lowing were elected :—Bros. Donald
Anderson , R. W.M. ; J. P. Muir , S.W. ; H. B. Crawfurd , J.W.;
A. Boas, Sec ; J. Herriot , Treas.,- Rev. W. Ross, Chap. ; Alex.
Mann , S.D. ; J. Hogs, J.D- ; W. Wri g ht , 1st S.; D. MTnnes,
2nd S.: II. ChalmerTSrd S.; J. 15. S.' Conins, 4th S, : E. Urie,
P.M. ; A. M'Master , D.M. ; P. M. Black and 11. Morison , O.M. ;
A. Griulen , I.G. ; and J. Donn , Ty ler.

PORT G LASGOW .—Lodge Doric Kilwinning (Xo. 68).—At a
meetitii . of this ancient lodt-e held on the evening of the 3rd
instant " in the Alasonic Hall , Gillesp ie-lane , the following
brethren wore elected office-bearers for the ensuing year , viz.:—
Bros. 1). M'Lelland , E.W.M. ; Ross, S.W.; Holm , j'.W. ; Frane,
S.D. ; Graham . J.D.; Fergie, Sec ; Hunter , Treas .; Walpole,
Chap. ; Weir , S-; N. M'Intyre , I.G. ; and Watson , Ty ler.

ISLE OP COIIVRAE .—Lodge ICelbum (No. 459).—The usual
monthl y meeting of th is lodge was held on the 6tb inst., when
there were present all tbe office-bearers and an unusuall y large
number of brethren , including many visitors. The lod ge was
opened in tbe first degree by Bro. the Rev. II. II. Richardson ,
M.A., R.W.M. , assisted by Bros. A. Dickson , S.W. ; Captain
Gillies , J.W., &e. After tbe minutes of the previous meeting
had been read and confirme d , the lod ge was raised to the second
degree, when Bro. John Wilson was examined previous to being
raised. The R.W.M. congratulated the examinee on the great
proficiency ho had made in the art of Freemasonry since his
initiation , and especiall y comp limented the instructor , (Bro. W.
Wishart) on the way his pup il had been able to answer various
questions on the first and second degrees. Having been
entrusted , Bro. Wilson withdrew whilst the lod ge was being
raised to the third degree , when , on his re-entry, he was duly
raised to the sublime degree of M.M. After the charges had
been delivered , the lod ge was lowered to the first degree, when
the following brethren were nominated as office-bear ers for the
ensu 'inr* vear , the installation to take place on St. John's Day:
—Eros ', the Rev. H. H. Richardson , M.A., R.W.M. (re-elected) ;
A. Dickson , S.W. (re-elected) ; A. M'Kay, J.W. ; J. Ross, Treas.
(re-elected) ; W. Wishart , Sec ; D. Crawford , Dir. of Cers. ; J.
McGown , M.D., S.D. (re-elected); A. Hunter , J.D. (re-elected) ;
J. King, 1'. Hunter , anil J. MiicMillan , Stewards ; A. Houston ,
I.G. ; and W. M'Wha , Ty ler. A great and unanimous feeling
of regret was expressed at Bro. Captain James Gillies feeling it
his duty to dec-hue being nominated for re-election to the chair
of J.W., which he had filled since the opening of the lod ge.
He exp lained to tbe brethren that his duties , especiall y during
the summer months , made his attendance at the lod ge so irregular
that he felt i t  to be ri ght, notwithstanding the strong wishes of
the meeting that he should accep t office , to resi gn his chair in
favour of some other brother who could be more certain of
attending regularl y. The R .W.M. gave the thanks of the lod ge
to Bro. Gillies for the great aid and assistance which he had
given to the lod ge, not onl y since its foundation , but in hel ping
the movement so effectivel y to start the Lodge Kelburnc in the
island. It was further determined that the lod ge should cele-
brate St. John 's Day by giving a-Masonic ball on tbe evening
of that day , and a committee was appointed to carry out arrange-
ments similar to those of last year , which gave so much satis-
faction. After some further private , business tbe lod ge was
closed in due form. We may mention that this lod ge, which
was onl y established in September , 1866 (and consecrated on
December 21st, 1866) with thirteen members , now has fifty-
three on its hooks, of whom thirt y have been initiated by tha
present R. W.M. Considering that the total population of the
island is onl y about 1,200, women and children included , this
shows that  the princi p les of Freemasonry are graduall y beinn-
broug ht to the knowled ge of most of those capable of receiving
them in this remote place.



ROYAL ARCH .

METROPOLITAN ".
R OSE OF DEXMARK CHAPTER (X O. 975). —A quarterl y con-

vocation of this chapter was held at the Star and Garter 'Hotel ,
Kew Brid ge, on Saturday, the 7th inst. The chap ter was dul y
opened by Comp. W. H. Hubbard , M.E.Z., assisted by Comps.
J. Terry, II. ; E. W. Little , P.Z., as J.; J. Brett aud II. G. Buss,
P.Z.'s. After the admission of the companions and the con-
firmation of the minutes , favourable ballots were taken for Bros.
H. A. Allman and A. Frickenbaus . of tbe Whitt ington Lodge,
No. 802 ; ,\. 11. Loti ghurst , J.D. 780; and G. C. Banks, also of
780 ; all of whom being in attendance , were then regularly
exalted to the supreme degree, of the Royal Arch. The several
elections of officers for the ensuing year resulted as follows:—
Comps. Terry, Z.: Pendlebury, If. '; W. F. Smith , J.: Little ,
P.Z., S.E. ; Powell , S.N. ; Buss, P.Z., Treasurer; Turner , P.S. :
and Gilbert , Janitor. A P.Z.'s jewel was unanimousl y voted to
Comp. Hubbard for his efficient services during the past year ,
and also the sum of £5 to Comp. Little , P.Z.—who has under-
taken thc duties of Steward at the Festival of the Royal Masonic
Benevolent Institution in January, 1868—in order to constitute
him a Life Governor of the main branch of that excellent insti-
tution. We may add that the Rose of Denmark Lod ge—of
which Comp. Little is a P.M.—also voted £5 to be placed on his
list as Steward for that lod ge. The chapter was then closed ,
and ei ghteen companions sat down to a ban quet comprising all
the delicacies of the season , and which were admirabl y served.
The usual toasts followed. Comp. W. Oiigb , Z. 719, responded
for the visitors , and expressed himself highly gratified with the
proficient working of the officers , as well as with the bounteous
hosp italit y extended to the guests of the chapter.

DEVONSHIRE.
TOTNES .—Pleiades Chapter (Xo. 710).—This chapter has Ion«

beeniu abeyance, only two or three meetings bavin ,- been held siuceits formation in )S';.|., as tho propert y was lost bv tho lire which
destroyed tho lodgo room, and has but lately been' replaced. OnThursday, 5th inst.. tho chapter was, however, resuscitated , sum-mouses having been issued for a convocation to bo hold at hi"hnoon on that day. Of course, under the circumstances , therewas but a small muster , but few brethren in Totnes having boonexalted to this supremo degree. Tho chapter was presided overby Comps. the Rev. John Bowden , M.E.Z. : Dr. Hopkins P.Z
acting as H.: and John Heath , J., and after it had been opened
in duo form the companions wero admitted. A ballot was takenfor Comp. Pridham . of IOC and 112. as a joining member ; also
Bros. Cooke and Stafford as candidates for exaltation. All thoseproved unanimous in favour , and tho ceremonies wero proceededwith , Comp. Dr. Hopkins acting as Princi pal Sojourner. Thenewly-exalted companions then retired , and on their return to
the chapter they wero instructed in tho mystical , prophetical andhistorical portions of tho degree, tho first ' lecture being ..-iron iua most lucid manner , showing a full comprehension anifapproi-h-
of its import , by tho Rev. J. Bowden , aud tho other two liyComp. Dr. Hopkins. Comp. Geo. Heath , E.. _-.-ivo notice of -iproposition to reduce tho joining foe from ' one iniinea to (oilshillings and sixpence. Comp. Dr. Hopkins was proposed -is -ijoining member hy Comps. M.E.Z aud J. The chapter was closedsoon alter three o'clock , and tho companions dined together at theSeven Stars Hotel, separating at half-past four 1-7 prepare fortho evening meeting of Craft lodge.

YORKSHIRE (NORTH AND- E VST )
SCAIHIOROUGH. — Old Globe Chapter (Xo . 2HO). _.On Wednes-day, the 4th inst.. the members of this chapter held their rculaiconvocation. Tne chapter was opened at seven o'clock in th cevening by Comps . James Frederick Spurr. M I. Z • J WWoodall. IL :  aud W. F. Rooke , J.: supported bv Comps H CMartin. Scribe E.: Dr . Aniiitanc. Scribe X.: T. W. Fai-thin-1. Soj.:  .[{. H. Peacock : and Wm. Peacock V^nt Soj • 7Iiapcr Janitor : Rev. II. Blano , and several others. The " recordsol the fast convocation were read by Scribe E„ continue d bv thocompanions present , and signed by the three Princi pals '"BroGeorge John Cay ley. was balloted for and elected a c.-iudidato forexaltation to the H.U.A. of Jerusalem. Bro. Fisher, RoyalLodge, biloy, [Bro. Mervin , Old Globe Loil ge, ScarbormHi ]ms .viously elected , and Bro. Cay ley were then exalted to tho 1! <Vdegree and received as companions of the holv Order. Tho E Ituen gave the history of the degree, tho E'.II, the svmbolicaiexplanation, and the M.E.Z. next imparted the rnvstic'al know-ledge with severa l exp lanations . The chapter was then closed.

METROPOLITAN " LODGE MEETINGS, ETC., FOB
THE WEEK ENDING DECEMBER 21ST, 1867.
MOXDAT , December 16th.—Grand Master's Lodge, 1,

Freemasons' Hall. British Lodge, 8, Freemasons' Hall.
Lodge of Emulation , 21, Albion Tavern , Aldersgate-
sti-oet. Lodge of Felicity, 58, London Tavern , Bishops-
gatc-strcet. Lodge of Tranquillity, 185, Radley 's Hotel,
Brid ge-street, Blaekfriars. Pammii-e Lodge, 720, Lough-
borough Hotel , Loughborough-pai-k, Brixton. Whitting-
ton Lodge, 862, 14, Bedford-row. Eoyal Albert Lodge,
907, Freemasons' Hall.

TUESDAY, December 17.—Board of General Purposes,
at 3. Mount Lebanon Lodge, 73, Bridge House Hotel,
Southwark. Eastern Star Lodge, 95, Ship and Turtle
Tavern , Lcadeiiliall-strect. Cadogan Lodge, 162, Free-
masons' Hall. Salisbury Lodge, 435, 7L Dean-street,
Soho. Enoch Chapter, 11, Freemasons' Hall. Mounb
Sinai Chapter , 10, Anderton's Hotel, Fleet-street.

WEDXLSDAY , December 19th.—Lodge of Benevolence,
at 7 precisel y. Eoyal York Lodge of Perseverance, 7,
Freemasons' Hall. United Mariners' Lodge, 30, George
Hotel , Aldermanbury. St. George's Lodge, 140, Lecture
Hall , Greenwich. Lodge of Sincerity, 174, Cheshire
Cheese Tai-ei-n , Crntclied Friars. Nelson Lodge, 700,
Masonic Hull , "William-street, "Woolwich. May burn
Lodge, 969, Freemasons' Hall.

THURSDAY , December 19th.—House Com. Fem. Sch.,.
at School House, at 4. Globe Lodge, 23, Freemasons'
Hall. Lodge of Temperance, 169, Plough Tavern , Plough-
road , Eotherbithe. Manchester Lodge, 179, Anderton's
Hotel , Fleet-street. Victoria Lodge, 1,056, George
Hotel , Aldermanbury. South Norwood Lodge, 1,139,
Goat House Hotel, South Norwood.

FniDAY , December 20th.—Lodge of Friendship, 6,
Willis ' Rooms, King-street, St. James's. Jordan Lodge,
201, Freemasons-' Hall. New Concord Lodge, 813,
Rosemary Branch Tavern , Hoxton.

TO COBBESPOKDENT3.

*ys All communications to be addressed to 19, Salisbury-street
Strand. London , W-C.

OWIXG - to the leng th of Grand Lodge report , and press of other
matter , we are compelled to postpone the publication of many
lod ge reports until our next number.

T. K., P.M. (Afasonic Life-boat).—We beg to refer you to the
advertisement in front page.

QtrAKEii. —We do not accept anonymous contributions.
l'-M—-The W.M. of his mother lod ge may refuse him admission

alter he has ceased to be a subscribing member. The by-laws
should provide for such cases. The member in question does
not exhibit good taste nor proper Masonic feeling by present-
ing himself for admission under the circumstances. He cannot
insist on entering the lodge.

M- C.—-You are correct ; the person referred to has behaved in
a similar manner on previous occasions. He is an ill-con-
ditioned fellow.

D. L.-—The disgraceful exhibition which took place on the last
occasion should be prevented for the future. The M.W. the
Grand Master has, for the last quarter of a century, held tho
hi gh position he has just been re-elected to with satisfaction
to all , and he has the entire confidence of the whole Order 
perhaps that individual , only excepted.

W. R., 1$=.—Your communication will appear in our next.

MEETINGS OF THE LEARNED SOCIETIES FOR
THE WEEK ENDING DECEMBER 21ST, 1867.

TUESDAY*, 16th.—Institution of Civil Engineers, at 8.
The annual general meeting for the election of the
council and officers , &o.

WEIIN-ESTIAY, lSfch .—Society of Arts, at 8.
WEDNESDAY-, 19th.—GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, at 8.


