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LONDON, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14, 1867,

MASONIC PILGRIMAGE TO THE ORIENT.

Under the above title (writes our valued con-
tributor, Bro. D. Murray Lyon), there appears in
the September number of that really excellent
transatlantic magazine, “The Voice of Masonry,”
a letter addressed to the publisher, Bro. John C.
W. Bailey, in which Bro. Dr. Robt. Morris, of Tia
Grange, Kentucky, makes mention of his long-
contemplated Masonic pilgrimage to Europe,
Tigypt, and the Holy Land, and in which he begs
such of his readers as have given attention to the
subject to favour him with snggestions as to the
best points of visitation and mcthod of rescarch.
Isis several months since our distinguished brother
gave us an inkling of his intentions in the direc-
tion indicated in the letter under notice., To us
this information is as a ““little cloud like a man’s
hand,” in our Masonic horizon, betokening the
near realisation of what we have long hoped for,
viz., personal converse with one whose friendship
we hold dear and whose reputation as a Mason is
world-wide.
will, on coming to the ““land of his fathers,” meet
with a befitting reception cannot be doubted ; but
to facilitate this, some little organisation is
desirable, and seeing that Bro. Morris intends
leaving America early in Janunary, there is no
room for delay. Perhaps Bro. Hughan, of Truro,
an esteemed correspondent of Bro. Morris, might
take the initiative in this matter, at least as regards
England. The writer is alveady in communication
with brethren whose counsel anent the doctor’s
reception in Scotland points the way to success.
From the limited {time at Dr. Morris’s disposal,
taking into account the magnitude of his under-
taking, Edinbargh, Glasgow, and Kilwinning
will in all likelihood be the Masonic centres of
his Masonic communications in Scotland. Ile
may probably.visit about five points in England,
two in Ireland, two in France, one in Prussia, one
In Saxony, one in Holland, and one in Sweden.
To Bro. J. G. Findel, of Leipsic, and other kindred
spirits on the Continent this simple anuouncement
will, we arve assured, be enough to awaken their
sympathies with, and enlist their fratermal aid in
the advancement of the object of Dr. Morris’s
mission.

To quote from “The Voice :”—1 shall first visit
one or more prime cenbres of Masonic authority in

That this great Masonic missionary

each of the following jurisdictions, viz., England,
Scotland, Ireland, France, Prussia, Sweden,
Switzerland, Iolland, and TItaly. Thence my
route will take in, but very briefly, Egypt. The
remaining, but much larger portion ¢f my pil-
grimage, will be given to the Ioly Lond. The
following general idea of iy proposed Oriental
researches will guide your readers to the whole :—

I. As our ancient brethren, the Builders of King
Solomon, were mnatives of Phceenicia, of which
Tyre, Sidon, and (ebal were centres, I shall
explore that remarkable plain, which was for so
many cenburies the school of the worid in com-
merce, architecture, and the liberal oris and
sciences. My first landing will be at Beyrout,
and my first researches 1in the plains of Pheenicia.

II. As our ancient brethren devived tlie cedars,
the principal wood used in the construciion of the
temple, from the mountaing overhanging Pheaenicia
on the east, my feet will next trace the mountan
paths to the head of Wady Kadeesln, to that
recess in the central ridge of Lebanon where the
400 remaining trees of the once boundless cedar
forests ave found. The height, size, and (oliage of
the trees, the characteristics of the timber, &e.,
will have careful and thorough examination.

III. As the Gibbites lowered the vast cedar
trunks down the mountainous declivities, and col-
lected them in rafts at the shipping ports, it will
be my next business to look out the inlets and
coves where such work could most fitly be accom-
plished.

IV. As the mariners of King Hiram rafted the
precious timbers 75 to 100 miles southward, down
a dangerous coast, I will follow their waicry track,
carefully noting the headlands, coves and hreakers,
observant of all historical objects that «tivact the
eye on that famous coast.

V. Asthe amphibious workmen debarked their
freight at Joppa, that old and far fiied city,
there, too, will I land, and, from every possible
point of view, take obscrvations of the il known
to every I'reemason.

V. As owr ancient brethren bore tha:s heavy
masses across the ccuntry thivty-five 1nivs, from
Joppa to Jerusalem, [ will follow their fotsteps,
mark carvefully the landmarks of the w:y, search
out of the numerous defiles, leading «» 1to the
hilly country, the highway most likely § - '1+.ve been
improved for purposes of transportatio | used
by Hiram’s men,
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VIL. As they built upon Mount Moriah an
-edifice which was the admiration and envy of
every age, I shall give much time to an explora-
‘tion of the sacred mountain, its vaults, subsbrue-
tuves, and remains of antiquity. The subjects of
food supply, water supply, interments, &c., will
afford proper subjects of inquiry.

VIII. Asthese 150,000 Gibbites constituted the
cuarry from which the first Ashlars were taken in
the system of specnlative Masonry still wronght
apon the earth, I will search among the customs
of the people yet inhabiting those lands for traces
of our ancient institution.

Tollowing thus in the track of “the immortal
“builders,” from Tyre to Jerusalem; looking oub
their footsteps and landmarks ; collecting speci-
mens of all timber and stone employed by them
“in their unequalled labours; and, by the aid of
Bible-light, bringing to view the remains of
operative and specnlative Masonry extant there,
Thope to gnin honour to our beloved institution,
~and do my little part in its enlightenment.

THE KNIGHTS TEMPLARS.
By Axrmosy  Oxear Have,
(Coatluned from page 4147.)
CHAPTER X— (Continued.)

The council thercafter hroke np, the King went

o supper, and the barons retived ench man o his
tent. Gerard de Ridefort retived with the vest, a
prey to the deepest despair, and agitated with the
gravest fears for the future. He knew too well
“the crafty chavacter of the Count of Tripoli, how
fittle faith was to be placed in his seeming recon-

ciliation with the King, and how veadily he would
“break through 2l promises if assnred of ascending
the throne.  urthermore, the delay of the Chis-
“tans ab Sephonrt wounld give Saladin #ime to
concentrate his forces and take up an almost

impregnable position, from which he counld throw

~greab hosts into the plain of Bsdraclon and drive
@ passage to Jernsalem, cither up the valley of the

F ~zec . s Tonr .

-Jordan or along by the bases of the monntains of
Ghilboa.  Besides, he was aware that afterwards fo

atback Saladin av Tibevias would have been worse
+than useless, as it would be impossible to drive
him from his position. Te bitterly reeretted the
delay which had already ocemrred in advancing

- —~ i : » N
-spen Saladin—a deloy which had permitted the

Sultan fo take up a most threatening position ;
and to remain at Sephouri was to allow the Infidel
to seize upon the whole of Palestine, without a
blow being struck in its defence. At length,
finding that he could not sleep, Gerard rose af
midnight, and went to the tent of the King, whom
he woke. e at once reproached him for his pur-
pose of remaining inactive while Saladin was
ravaging the country, slaying the Christians, or
reducing them fo slavery. It will be an ever-
lasting disgrace,” he exclaimed, “if you quietly
permit the Infidels to take such an important
citadel as "Tiberias before your eyes, without
striking a blow for those whom it is yonr daty to
defend. And know,” he added, hotly, “that we
of the Temple will rather tear the white mantle
from our shoulders, and sell all we possess, than
remain any longer quiet spectators of the injury
and disgrace that have been brought wpon the
Christian arms.”

Guy was greatly moved by this speech of the
Grand Master, and consented to an immediate
march against Saladin. The tents of the Templars
were struck, and the advance blown by the trum-
pets of the Order. The Count of Tripoli and the
barons were amazed at this change, and they lordly
protested against the advance, but they protested
m vain; Gerard was resolute, and the King sup-
parted him. The Templars’ place on the march
was always in the van.  On this occasion, the
Count insisted on taking up his position there.
To this Gerard could olfer no objections, much as
he dreaded such a change, and so ordered his
Knights to the rear. The Holy Cross was carried
ab the head of the army, but the Patriarch, Hera-
clins, who loved not danger, and whose duty it was
to have borne it, remained ab Jerusalem, and de-
puted his charge to the Bishops of Acre and Lidda
—a circumstance which filled the superstitions
Christians with the gloomiest forebodings. Omens
were not wanting to discourage them, for Vinisauf
relates a fearful vision which appeared to the King’s
chamberlain, who dreamt that an eagle flew past
the Christian army, bearing seven missiles and a
balista in his talons, and crying with a loud voice
“Woe to thee, Jernsalem!” “To explain the
mystery of this vision,” says Vinisauf, “ we need,
I think, only take the words ot Scripture, ¢ The
Lord hath bent Lis bow, and in it prepared the
vessels of death.” What are the seven missiles
but a figure of the seven sins by which that un-
happy army was soon to perish? By this number,
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seven, may also be understood the number of
pruishments that impended over the Christians,
which was some time after fulfilied by the event,
that too faithful and terrible interpreter of omens.”

On the advance of the Christians, Saladin con-
verted the siege of the citadel of Tiberias into o
blockade, and prepaved to receive his foe. IHe
called in his skirmishers, and encamped his army
on the heights of Lioubi, with the Lake of Tiberias
in his rear. Iis position was most formidable,
covering the tops of the hills and commanding all
the valleys through which the Christians had to
pass. He placed his cavalry in the valleys, and,
by skilfully extending his left wing to the lake,
cut off the Christians from its waters, When the
Christians came In sight of the Musselmen army,
they perceived the prudence of the advice of the
Count of Tripoli, and found that determined
courage and superhuman exertions could alone
repair the error into which they had fallen. While
some advocated a retreat to Sephouri, Gerard de
Ridefort formed the desperate resolution of cutting
a way through the passes, garrisoned as they were
by the Infidel, to the banks of the Jordan. His
proposal met with the cordial approbation of
Renaud de Chatillon, who delighted in such dan-
gerous adventures, and felt thoroughly in his
element when death and blows were the orders of
the day. The other leaders likewise supported
the resolution. The Count of Tripoli made no
objection, but communicated the scheme to the
Sultan.

On the morning of the 4th of July, at break of
day, the Christians commenced their march. They
advanced to one of the passes, but they had scarcely
entered when the Musselmen poured down upon
them clouds of arrows aud javelins. Although
the Christian skirmishers failed in driving the
enemy from the heights, the Grand Master,
charging with the gallant soldiery of the Temple
along a defile, drove the enemy before them and
opened up a passage, when the army passed into
the plain, where Saladin, at the head of his cavalry,
advanced upon them. The Christians had to stop
and fight the Infidel. The first shock of the
Musselmen carried death into the ranks of the
Christians, who were faint and weary with travel,
and had been short of provisions for several days,
and many fell from pure weakness, rather than
from wounds. DBubt Gerard de Ridefort, who,
after clearing the defile of the enemy, had retired
to the rear, came up with his Knights to the sup-

port of the van. The Templars, on this occasion;
amply avenged the deaths of their brethren, and
drove the troops of Musselmen like chaff on the
wind before their levelled lances. The bishops:
and priests, many clad in complete armour, went
through the ranks of the army inciting them bo
fight bravely in defence of the Cross. The Cross
itself was placed upon an elevated spot, and aronnd
it were ranged the most intrepid and valiant of
the Christians. They seemed to gather courage

from its presence, and a circle of slain Musselmen:
around it proved how furious had been the endea-

vours of the enemy to capture it, and how gallantly:
the Christians had fought in its defencoe. INight,

however, put an end to the conflict.

Tustead of falling back and pitching their tents:
near some wabering-place, or at all hazards entting-
their way to the lake, the Christiang encamped for-
the night on a dry and rocky gronnd. The King:
ordered this by the advice of the Count of Tripol,
whose conduct throughout the fight had been very:
suspicious. This advice was productive of the:
worst results. Encamped on an arid ground, in &
sultry night, without water and far from springs,
the condition of the Christians was horrible in the:
Parched with thirst, both men and:
horses lay down without being able to sleep, and
rose up unrefreshed. When the Saracens observed:
them pitehr their tents, they came and encampec:
close beside them, so that the soldiers of either
camp could converse with the other ; and not even
a cat could have lefs the Christian camp without:
being discovered by the Saracens.

During the night, Baldwin de Fortune, Raymond”
Buck, and Laodicious de Tiberias, with three com-
panions—being all Knights of the King—instructed-
by the diabolic Count of Tripoli, deserted from the-
Christian standard, went over to Saladin, and be--
came Mahometans. They informed him of every
particalar of the state, intentions, and resources of
the Christians ; and Saladin thercupon determined -
to crush them on the morrow.

The Christians took advantage of the night to
close up their ranks, but their power was ex-
hausted. Many took the Sacrament, expecting
death on the morrow ; and, while some conjured
each other to fight bravely in the coming fight,
many of them gave way to despair, raising their-
hands to Heaven, aud crying upon God to work z
mirvacle in their favour. During the whole night
the camp vesounded with the beating of drums.
and the blare of trumpets, in order to conceal theiz:

extreme.
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dismay from the enemy, and to put on a semblance
o joy and confidence. The Templars, like men
whose lives and deaths were in the hand of God,
and whose fate it might be to leave the morrow’s
field victors, or to be left dead on the plain, knelt
down and repeated their devotions to Heaven. after
which they took an affectionate favewell of each
other, aud, like children beside a father, they laid
themselves down to slumber around the gallant
De Ridefort, but ready at a moment’s warning to
spring into the saddle and charge the enemy.
While the Christian army was depressed, the
Saracen camp rang with songs and shouts of mer-
riment, for the partial success of the day’s fight
had an exhilarating effect upon their spivits, while
it dumped the Christians’ ; and they, from the
exhansted state of the Christians, looked for an
easy victory on the morrow. Saladin, to excite
their fanatic ardour, went through the ranks of
his army, inflaming them with his presence and
speeches.  “ To-morrow,” he said, “is a festival
for the true believers, for it is on Friday that
Musselmen offer up their prayers, and that Maho-
met listens to the vows that are made to him.”
His soldiers replied with loud cheers. Saladin
then made his preparations for the morrow, placing
archers on the heights, with four huudred charges
of arrows, and disposed his army so skilfully, that
from the beginning of the conflict the Christians
were swrrounded.

At last daylight appeared—the signal for the
complete destruction of the Christian army. Terror
seized themwhen they found themselves surrounded
on all sides, and they gave vent to their dismay in
cries and lamentations. Saladin waited till the
sun was completely up before commencing the
attack. Irom dawn, a strong wind blew greab
clouds of dust in the faces of the Christians, causing
them fmmense annoyance. The Templars, ab son-
rise, sprang into their saddles, calm, silent, im-
placable, terrible.  Not a muscle moved, as in
battle array they waited in the van of the army to
commence the attack. The condition of the
Christian army could not escape the keen and
experienced cye of De Ridefort. e saw that to
save their lives, and to make an effective stand
against Saladin, it would be necessary to reacl: the
lakce.  Clouds of Musselman cavalry guarded the
intervening ground, but the Grand Master knew
what his Knights were capable of performing, and
he arranged them in order, determining ab all
hazards to cut his way through the ranks of the

enemy, and to open up, for the Christians, a passage
to the lake. At length De Ridefort gave the order
to advance, which the Knights did at first slowly,
but increasing in speed, till, like a thunderbols,
they broke upon the lines of the Musselmen, and
in an instant they were splashed from helm to
heel with the blood of their enemies. Never did
Saladin meet worthier or braver enemies ; and the
light of the crescent paled, while its followers fell
—smote to the carth as by an avalanche—before
that gleaming wave of steel. Clad in complete
armour, the sound of their advancing squadrons,
like the lond humming of swarming bees, and
animated by a flaming thirst for vengeance, the
Musselmen fled before them, or fell to the ground,
trampled into the earth beneath the ivon hoofs of
their chargers.

Saladin, on seeing his troops flee before the
victorious Templars, ordered fire to be applied to
the grass and small shrubs, which, on account of
the drought and strong wind that prevailed, rapidly
spread. The smoke blinded the eyes of the
Knights and their horses, while the flames sur-
rounded them, setting fire to the mantles of the
Templars, and scorching their chargers’ hoofs.
This cansed some confusion, upon which Saladin
ordered a large body of troops to attack them.
Uundismayed, the gallant Templars continued the
battle. Swords gleamed through the flames, and
the Knights, rushing from behind masses of smoke
and fire, precipitated themselves, lance in hand,
upon the enemy. The spectacle which this extra-
ordinary sight presented appears to have fired the
imagination of the Arabian authors. The tongues
of flame, the thick smoke, the clang of battle, the
glancing weapons, fill them with admiration, and,
i vain sccking for an earthly parallel, compare
the fight to the Last Judgment. The thick smoke,
through which might be dimly seen the rush of
contending troops, the clouds of sparks swirling
up into the air beneath the tread of the horses,
the gleam of spears, and the flames of the cloaks
of the Knights on fire, the yells of the combatants,
the groans and shricks of the dying, and the
screams of wounded horses plunging madly in
their death-throes, presented a spectacle alike
terrible as it was sublime. “The sons of Para-
dise,” says an Avabian, ¢ and the children of fire
then fought out and decided their terrible quarrel ;
the arrows rustled through the air like the noisy
wings of innumerable sparrows in flight ; the
sparks flew from the coats of mail and the gleam-
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ing sabres ; the water of swords, the blood of
arrows spurting forth from the bosom of the
throng, deluged the carth like the floods of rain.
The avenging sword of the true believers was
drawn forth from its scabbard against the Infidel;
the faith of the Unity was opposed to the faith of
the Trinity, and speedy ruin, desolation, and de-
struction overtook the miserable crew of baptism.”

The Hospitallers hastened to the assistance of
the Templars, but their efforts to break through
the wall of Infidels were unavailing. Many fell
beneath their swords, bub others sprang up in
the places of the slain. About two miles distant
lay the calm watbers of Tiberias wooing them on,
and, thirsty and fatigued, the Knights, as they
caught sight of its blue deeps, renewed their
attacks. Every inch of the road was fiercely con-
tested, and the ground was soaked with the blood
of the best and bravest of the Knights. The
Templars and the Hospitallers were compelled to
sound a halt, and to send to the King for succour.
Upon hearing this, the Connt of Tripoli, who now
knew the day was Saladin’s, followed by a few of
his retainers, left the Christian army and rode off
to the Saracens. Their ranks opened to receive
him and he fled to Tyre. This desertion completed
the dismay of the King. The troops he sent to
the aid of the Knights were driven back upon the
main body of the army, which was thereby thrown
into confusion. A panic seized upon the Chris-
tians, and the Templars and Hospitallers were left
unaided. They accordingly fell back upon the
spot where the True Cross was borne by the Bishop
of Acre, and where the battle now raged fiercest.
Saladin, in a letter written after the fall of Jeru-
salem, compares the Christians fighting around
the Cross to moths circling o candle. In the heab
of the fight the Bishop of Acre was slain, and the
Cross fell to the ground. Thereunpon it was picked
up by the Bishop of Lidda, who attempted to
escape with it, but was captured. This completed
the rout of the Christians. That vivifying wood
of the Cross of our Salvation,” writes Vinisauf, “ on
which our Lord and Redeemer hung, and down
whose shaft the holy blood of Christ flowed—the
sign of which is adored by angels, venerated by
men, and feared by devils—under whose protec-
tion our men have always been victors in war,
alas ! is now captured by the enemy. This was
the second indignity—since Chosroes, King of the
Persians—which that Holy Cross endured for our
sins, It had redeemed us from the old yoke of

captivity, and now it was captured from us and
soiled by the profane hands of the unbelievers.”
Hoveden ascribes she death of the Bishop of Acre
to the righteous judgment of God; for, contrary
to the usage of his predecessors, having greater
faith in worldly arms than in heavenly ones, he
went forth to battle equipped in a coat of mail,
and perished, being pierced by an arrow.

Upon the capture of the Cross, the Christians
fled. John Terricus, who had been abtached to
the person of the King, Reginald of Sidon, Balian
&’ Ibelin, and some of the lesser barons and knights,
cut their way through the dense ranks of the
enemy, and fled to the sea-side. The whole of
the Hospitallers were slain with the exception of
the Grand Master, who escaped to Ascalon, bub
died the day after his arrival, from his wounds.
Many of the Christians fled to the slopes of Mount
Hittin, but fell victims to the Musselmen placed
there by Saladin to guard the passes. The Templars
fought with their accustomed desperate bravery,
vefusing to swrender till they were all slain, or
wounded and taken prisoner. Gerard de Ridefort,
Renaud de Chatillon, and Guy de Lusignan fell
into the hands of the enemy.

An Arabian historian thus describes the disasters
of the Christians, I saw the hills, the plains, the
valleys, covered with their dead hodies. I saw
their colours abandoned and soiled with blood and
dust. I saw their heads cnb off, their members
dispersed, and their carcasses piled up like stones.
Also, I saw two hundred famous warriors, whose
strength was amazing, who had just mareched forth
with the mighty, guarded in one place by one
Musselman. Al their courage was gone, their
pride crushed ; their eyes were fixed in fear and
trembling upon the ground. I called to mind, at
the sight, the words of the Koran, ¢The Infidel
shall say, what am I but dust.” The lying Infidels
were now in the hands of the truc believers, Their
King and their Cross were both captive ; thab
Cross before which they bowed the head and bent
the knee ; which they bear alofs and worship with
their eyes, for they declare it to be the same wood
upon which their God, whom they adore, was
fastened. They had covered it with fine gold and
precious stones. They carried it before their
armies, and all bowed before it with respect. It
was their first duty to defend it, and he who should
desert it would never enjoy peace of mind after-
wards. The capture of this Cross was more
grevious to them than the captivity of their King.
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Nothing could compensate them for its loss. It
was their God, and they prostrated themselves in
the dust before it, and sang hymns when it was
raised aloft.” After the battle, the cords of the
tents were not sufficient to bind the prisoners, and
the Saracens drove them about like herds of pigs.
The number was so great, that a Christian Knight
was exchanged for a pair of shoes.

Saladin ordered the Grand Master of the
Templars, Renaud de Chatillon, and Guy de
Lusignan to be convesed to a tent which he had
caused to be prepared for their reception. Having
completed his arrangements for pursning the flee-
ing Christians, he entered the tent.  He presented
to the Grand Master and King Guy a bowl of

sherbet-—the sacred pledge among the Arabs of

Lospitality and security. They drank of it, bub
when Renand was about to lift it to his lips, Saladin
stopped him, saying, *“This traitor shall not drink
in my presence, for to him I shall show no favour.”
e then reproached him with his impiety, offered
him the choice of acknowledging the Prophet,
whom he had blasphemed, or death. Whatever
blame may attach to this gallant man from his Jaw-
less acts againis the Musselmen, his death was
noble, and fitting one who had lived so courage-
ously. Renaud declined abjuring the faith of his
baptism, and laughed contemptuously in the face
of the Sultan. Saladin, carried away by his wrath,
strack him with his sword, whereupon he was im-
mediately despatched by the attendants. < So
they sent his soul to hell,” writes an Arabian
listovian, “and cast his hody out before the tent
door.”

On the morrow, Saladin proceeded to an act of
barbarism, which tarnishes the efiect of his glorious
victory. His hatred of the Templars was so intense,
that, with the exception of De Ridefort, from whom
he intended to demand a ransom, he resolved to
put every one of them to death. He commanded
them to be brought before him, and swove to make
an end of the unclean race. A the hour of sun-
set, the work of death commenced. The Templars
were smrounded by the Sultan’s Turkish emivs,
dressed in their yellow robes, and bearing naked
scymitars in their hands. The Knights were
offered the choice of death or to become worship-
pers of Mahomet. The sun’s rays were gilding
the tops of the hills, and sparkling upon the waters
of Tiberias, the scenes of many of our Lord’s
mightiest miracles. That sight animated them,
and they to a man chose death. Avound the

throne of the Sultan were grouped numbers of

doctors of the law. Saladin permitted them each
to slay a Knight. Muny refused, and turned
their eyes away from the carnage ; but others,
arming themselves with scymitars, fell upon and
slanghtered the weaponless and pinioned Templars.
Saladin sat on his throne enjoying the spectacle:
with bratal glee, and even applanded those who
showed the most skill in butchering the Kuights.

The Templars, on their part, mauifested a-
degree of eagerness for martyrdom swhich per-
nlexed and confounded the Musselmen, Brother
Nicholas displayed much anxiety to be the first
victir, and even strove with his companions for
that distinction, which with difficulty he obtained.
When about to receive the death-blow, he sang
songs of rejoicing ; and the chroniclers tell how
that for three nights a celestial light burned above
the unburied body of the Christian martyr. His
companious, fired by his enthusiasm, gladly wel-
comed death; and many of the Christiaus, who
had been brought out to view the massacre, threw
around them the white mantle of the Order, that,
dying with the Rnights, they might euter with
them the gates of Heaven.

After this decisive victory, the Countess of’
Tripoli surrendered the citadel of Tiberias to
Saladin, and was permitted by hum to rejoin her
husband. Raymond attempted afterwards to rve-
new lis negociations with Saladin for the throne
of Jerusalem, but the Sultan would no longer
treat with him. e lhad resolved to destroy the
power of the Christians for ever in the Holy Land,
and to restore it to the followers of the Prophet.
Disappoiuted in this scheme, and cast off’ by the
Christians, Raymond was found shortly after dead
in his bed, having fallen a martyr to disappointed
ambition and despair, The Musselmen accused
him of having broken the most solemn treaties,
and the Christians of having betrayed both his
God and his brethren. Several of the chroniclers
accuse him of having secretly become a Maho-
metan, but lhis actions prove better the complete
villainy and worthlessness of his character.

(T be continued.)

Masoxs, oBey your Ompers.—IHow many vietories have heen
lost beenuse subordinates considerod the orders of their superiors
wnreasonable or unwise. **Sire,” said tho Marshal to Napoleon,
it is frupossible to lead the troops by the route you have pointed
out.” “Let me sce the order,” said Napoleon. Ho took it, read
it, returned it, and only said, “That is your order; exocute it.”
o did executo it; andthe army of Napoloon was soon bearing the
victorious eagles of France acress tho plains of Lombardy.



Dec. 14, 1867.]

FREEMASONS MAGAZINE AND MASONIC MIRROR.

467

FREEMASONRY CONSIDERED.
Worriy axp UNworTHY BRETHREN.

The query, Who ought to be a Freemason ? has
for some time occupied my attention. We are
taught that the object and duty of the Craft is to
be allied with mankind for the good of mankind.
Reading an article in a back number of the Frup-
MA50NS” Maca7INE, reminds me in words similar
to the above, of our duties as members of the
Eraternity. Bach brother should question himself,
Have I done my duty ? Have I exercised myself
in those “ cardinal virtues”” we profess to uphold ?
Has the three ““ great principles” found in me an
exponent? Am I a worthy member of that I'ra-
ternity which claims the great and good of all
ages as fellows? which has existed from the very
dawn of time; whose origin 13 lost in the dim
vista of the past, which has ount-lived all other
societles ; has seen the various ancient mysteries
rise and full, while 1t is steadily progressing in its
onward wmavch to perfection, spreading its ramifi-
-cations in every corner of the earth, exalting those
virtues we prize.

‘We have men of all shades of political and reli-
gious opinion in the Fraternity ; men who are an
honour to any society withwhich theyave connected ;
men who are earnest and zealous in the cause they
are pledged to maintain ; whose course of life 1s one
of well squared conduct and upright actions,
whose love for their fellows is known by their
practice of those leading principles, we are proud
to acknowledge as the firm base of our great
superstructure.  Their life is strictly associated
with that which is great and good. These are
Masons indeed. ’Tis such as those men who have
preserved our Fraternity through countless genera-
tions. These arve truly brethven. These are men
who have done honour to the Craft, honour to the
connfry and times in which they lived. To such
-as those the poet alluded when he wrote—

“Lives of great men all remind us
We may make our lives sublime,

And, departing, leave behind us
Footprints on the sauds of time,”

for surely such are the great men, the truly noble,
great, and good in every age. MMen who devote
their talents and their substance for others welfare,
whose aim through life is good to men, and honour
%o their God.

The question should occur to every worthy
brother, How can I best serve the Craft? My
answer would be in the words of Bro. Fox (as
stated page 254 of the I AL, for September). He

attributed the perfect harmony with which they
worked, to the “scrupulons cave they exercised in
admitting members,” and I quite agree with him
in advising and strongly impressing i6 upon every
brother to study quality, rather than ¢uantity, in
admitting members to a lodge, and not excuse an
admission (as did a member of a lodge which [
venerate) on account of the lowness of the funds.

A Treemason after all is but human. The lodge
can have but little influcnce over the rampant
passions of the man when without its doors, yeb
I ask of my brethren, is it not their duty to
deiarecate the conduct of a brother, and, if possible,
bring him to a sense of his unworthiness ? When
he has not only been gnilty of an offence against
the recognised laws of the T'raternity, but has also
been publicly pronounced guilty by onc of the
tribunals of his country, ought he not to be cen-
sured for his conduct, dezounced as an erring,
unworthy brother, who was inadvertently admitted
to the sacred mysteries of the Craft.

The case which has elicited the above remarks,
was that of A. . W. who was vecently convicted
at Cambridge, of an assault in a railway carriage
on a child of tender years. Ile, too, ranking as
P.M. inalodge in the province. If the Fraternity
tacitly acknowledge such conduct in a prominent
member, it will materially damage the interest of
the Cralt in the neighbowrhood: of which the
following testimony of a gentleman is ample
evidence :—“ If such men (alluding to ———)
are prominent in yonr socicty, you must know
that to the ountside world, as you call it, it appears
the greater honour to have no connection with it.””

As T have trospassed to a great extent on your
space I will just remavk, in conclusion, on a state-
ment given in a former number, as conclusive
evidence of the fecling existing between members
of the Craft, and their good offices one to another,
(viz. at p. 248), of a ship attacked by pivates. The
captain saved both ship and ecrew by being
acknowledged as a Mason by his piratical hrother.

In a Fraternity widespread as IFreemasonry, we
must of necessity have many erring brethren.
Where we have not influence enough to reclaim,
where publicity can do no good in that line, woulil
it not he well to exercise that other virtue—
silence? And as thereis no great hononr attached,
individually or collectively, by acknowledging
pirates or brigands as having belonged to the
Fraternity, it would have been well it the passage
allnded to had remained among the unwritten
annals of Freemasonry.—Lux,
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WMASQORIC NOTES AND QUERIES

TilE WORD ‘parIist.”’

A correspondent justly complains of the word
“ Papist,” which oceurred in the last line of my
el el J
communication “ Notions of Freemasonry,” I'REE-

asoys’ Macazive, No. 433, page 807. J& is an’

offensive word. It did not, however, come from my
pen.  What T wrote was “ Trappist,” but my badly-
formed letters have on this, as on so many other
occasions, misled the printer.  In the same communi-
cation, line 9, for “truths” read “virtues,” and line
10, for “contribute” read “constitute.” — C. P.
CoorER,

COLRESPONDENCE,

The Editor i3 nof responsible for the opinions expressed by Correspondents.
PALESTINE EXPLORATION FUND.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE FREEMASONS' MAGAZINE AND MASONIC MIRROR,

Drar St» axp Broruer, —In the Saturday
Revicw of the Z0th ult. there appeared an article on
the above subject, wherein the writer, after stating
that it is impossible to suppose that the exploration
of the Holy Land will be abandoned for want of
funds, says, “Whether the great, generous, and in-
fluential body of Freemasons will respond to Mr.
Porter’s impassioned appeal to contribute to an
undertaking in which they must feel a special interest
—the complete investigation of the remains of the
Jewish Temple, s more than we are able {o decide ;
bub we are certain that the mass of the English
people simply require information as to what is being
done to awaken their interest and secure their aid.”

The italics arc my own, but the words italicised
express a doubt but too often expressed on the part
of the outside world, that we of the Fraternity of
Masonsare but too indifferent to anything but what
immediately concerns ourselves, that we are an ¢fféle
body, grown too old ior these days of utilitarianism,
and that, in fact, we are useless, and, like the barren
fig tree, “only encumber the ground.”

Tam afiaid the world is right after all. What
good is Masonry dving, I would ask, in England at
this moment ? '

~How many of us interest ourselves in the restora-
tion of those nobic churches and cathedrals which
were built by our ancestors? How often do we each
m our own loeality (in our character of Masons)
support the local charities as we should? ILow do
we prove to the world at large that we are worthy to
be regarded as the exponents of a great religion and
the worthy descendants of worthy ancestors? As
Brutus says, “I pause for a reply.”

It is a common remark that we DMasons only seem
to meet that we may enjoy good dinners; and if one
only takes up 2 number of the FrEEyMasoxns’ Maga-
ZINE, is it not common to see the greater part of the
portion devoted to Masonic meetings taken up with
a deseription of the banquet which followed, and the
toasts which were given and responded to, winding
up, as usual, with the somewhat trite remark that

“the meeting was characterised by that love and
harmony which distinguishes Freemasonry ? ”

It is all very well to say that we support some
noble charities, although Freemasonry is not a friendly
society, but, after all, I am not sure that there is
anything very laudable in this, since the recipients of
our bounty are Freemasons’ widows or children, and
our benevolence is confined t¢ the members of our
household. A father who supported his children, or
the childven who support their aged parents, might
as well elaim the admiration of the world for simply
doing what the law requires of them, as we who only
in like manner do our duty and nothing more.

In this noble work which Mr. Porter appeals o
the I'reemasons to support, we have an opportunity
of showing to the world that theve is some merit in
Freemasonry after all, if we onlv avail ourselves
of it.

Let Grand Lodge vote out of its large revenues
such a sum towards the Exploration Fund as shall
do credit to that august body, and to the multitude
it represents.

‘We claim to be descended from those craftsmen of
old who raised the Temple of Solomon, our Grand
Master. How can we dare assert that claim in the
face of the whole world if we do not aid in snch a
glorious undertaking as the exploration of the City
of Jerusalem, in which that Temple stood, and where
the remains of the Temple of Zerubbabel and that
of Herod now stand ?

To my brother Knights Templar I parbicularly
appeal, as the representatives of those Kmghts of the
Temple whose Order was instituted for the defence
of the Ioly Sepulchre.

Our learned Bro. »X« Rev. II. B. Tristram, whose
vesearches in the Holy Land have already made him
famous, is to accompany the expedition, and we may
be surve that Masonic interests will be safe in his
hands.

Trusting that the subject will be brought forward
at the next meeting of Grand Lodge, and that some-
brother more able than myself will advocate the
zlaims of the Palestine Exploration Fund before that
assembly. Yours fraternally,

v L. 30°,
Knight of the Reyal Order of Scotland.

A MASONIC IMPOSTOR.

IAGAZINE AND MASONIC MIRROR,

TO TIIE EDITOR OF THE FREEMLSOXN:S
DEear Stz axn Brormrz,—In your impression of
the 7th nst. there appeared 2 letter from Bro. H. A.
Williamson, W.AL 200, relative to a begging im-
postor named James Black, of St. Stephen’s Lodge,
No. 145, Iidinburgh. I beg to say thdt he is the
same Individual that I wrote to you abouf, which
appeared in your MacaziNe of the 19th of October,
and which has been the origin of the correspondence
under the head “ Tiooseness in Masonry.” 1 do hope
the letters that have appeared since then will not
have been written in vain, but that some steps will
be talen to put a stop to this rascally system, which
is disgraceful to the Craft, and iujurious to all really
deserving cases. Yours fraternally,

.M.
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% All communications to be addressed o 19, Salisbury-strect
Strand, London, W.C, v

MASONIC MEMS.

Masoxic Lirepoar.—At the suggestions of numerons hrethren,
wo have opened a subscription list for the above very landablo
purpose, and wo aro suro that it need ouly be moro fully known
to ensuro a hoarty responso from tho whole Craft.  Subscriptions
will bo recoived by tho publisher of tho Freryasoxs’ Magazise,
at tho pnblishing office, 19, Salishury-stveet, and will be duly
acknowledged. Aloney may be vemitted by past-ollice orders or
crossod choquos, payablo to tho order of Johu Rust, publisher
TFREEMASONS’ MAGAZINE.

Ox Tuesday, the 17th inst., there will be a convocation of
the Union Chapter, 310, Carlisle, at about 10 am.; also a
Mark meeting at 1.30 p.m.  The annual meeting of the Union
Lodge of Craft Masons will celebrate the Ifestival of St. John
on the above date, when it is expected that there will be one
raising and two initiations, in addition to the installation of
Bro. John Slack as W.M. for the ensuing year. The dinner
will be held in the evening, at the Coffee House Hotel.

GRAXND LODGE.

The Quarterly Commuuicatiotn of the United Graud Lodge of
England took place on Wednesday evening, the 4th inst., in
Freemasons’ Hall, and was very nuwmerously attended by
members of the Craft. The Right IIon. Bro. the Harl de Grey
and Ripon presided as Grand Master, Bro. Lord Eliot, L2,
S.G.W., and Bro. Perkins as J.G.W,, Bro. Dobie, Prov. G.AL
for Surrey, as Deputy Grand Master, and we observed on the
dais Bros. Lovd de Tabley, Prov. G. Master for Cheshire; Rev.
J. Huyshe, Prov. G. Master for Devonshire; Iavers, P.G.W. ;
Savage and Hopwood, .G.D’s; Revs. J. F.. Thomas and J.
Simpson, Grand Chaplains; I5. 8. Snell, P.G.D.; Llewellyn
Byang, President of the Board of General Purpeses; Masoy,
P.G.S.B.; Emmens, P.G. Parst.; .Tveas J. Mclntyre, Grand
Registrar; J. M. Clabon, P.S.G.D.; Patten, P.G.SB.; AW,
Woods, G. Dir. of Cers.; Dr, Jabez Hogg and Metham, J.D.'’s;
J. R. Spiers, P.G.S.B. ; Gray Clarke, G. Sec.; Farnfield, ING.
Assist. See.; and many ofhers whose names we were unable
to ascertain.  The body of the hall was also fully occupied.

Precisely at eight o’clock the Grand Director of Ceremonies,
Bro. A, Woods, announced the approach of theofficers of Grand
Lodge, and a procession was formed in the usual order. As
intimated above, in the absenice of the Right Hon. Bro. the
Earl of Zetland, the throne was occupied by the Right Ilon,
Dro. the Earl de Grey and Ripon.

The Grand Lodge was then opened in due form and with
solemn prayer, Bro. the Rev. R. Thomas, Senior G. Chaplain,
invoking a blessing on the proceedings.

TAe MINUTES OF THE LAST QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION.

Bro. GrAY CrarkEe, G. Sec., read the winutes of the Iast
Quarterly Communication of the 4th of September, which were
pub to the vote, and unanimously confirmed.

NoMINATION OF GRAND MASTER.

Bro. J. SmarpE, D.C.L., said: I rise to propose the nomina.
tion of the Most Worshipful the Earl of Zetland as Grand

Master of Masons for the ensuing vear. I feel that it would
be a want of supeverogation in me to say anything in favour
of onc who Joves Masonry so well, aud a love which has been
fully reciprocated by us as Masons during the twenty-six years
that his lordship has filled that ofiiee, and, therefore, T propose
his nowination ag Grand Master for the ensuing year.

3ro. Colonel Duaras seconded the nomination.

Bro. MartiEw COOKE, Sece, 23, said he rose to muke another
nomination. Iu March last, his lordship who was then in the
chair ealled him to order when lie was about to make a similar
motion, telling him that he was too late in his opposition to the
ve-election of the Most Worshiptul Grand Master.

Bro, BRACKSTONE BAKER rose to order, bubt the Grand
Master ruled that Bro, Cooke was perfectly in order.

Bro. CooxE then proceeded, and said on that occcasion when
his lordship called him to order, he informed him that he was
nob at liberty to criticise the appointment made by the Grand
Master, however prejudicial he wighé think them to be, as it
was his lordship’s prerogative, and he was perfectly at liberty
to do as hie might think fit. In defercuce to that ruling, he
(Bro. Cooke) gave way. He then beld in bis hand an exbrach
from the Grand Steward’s book, and in that he found that at a
Grand Lodae Beld in 1779, it was passed that uo brother should
hold a Grand Lodge appointment unless he belonged to the
(srand Stewards’ Lodge ab the time of bis appointment. He
might be told that the rule was obsolete, but if he looked ab
the “Book of Constitutions”-he did not find that 16 was con-
sidered as obsolete, for there it was required that an increased
fee should be paid to Grand Lodge by those who had not served
the office of Grand Steward. Now those who sent Grand
Stewards had rights to maintain, and e, as a member of a red
apron lodge, found that for twenty-six years but two members
of that lodge had been chosen for the honmour of becoming
Grand Officers.  He said hat they had one Grand Ofticer who
ruled the Craft with a rod of iron,  (Cries of ¢ Name, name.”)
Oh, they eed not fear, he would name him, e was their own
servant and Secretary, bub instead of meeting them in a kind
and generous spirit when they sought his counscl, those who
went to him only wished to get out of his ofiice and refurn to
their own business as soon as possible.  Well, then, as they
could not geb rid of the Grand Sceretury, beeause the Grand
Master would alwpys re-appoint him, what they had to do, as
was done in many other instances, was to geb rid of the CGrand
Master, so that by those means they might get rid of the Grand
Secretary.  Ile had, however, a still stronger veason why they
should get vid of him, when he fonnd shabone of the emplogds
of the Grand Secretary was playing fast and loose with the
allegianee of that Grand Lodge.  One of his own clerks, whom
they paid for what he was doing, lLad the Grand Seevetary’s

in eadeavouring to esta-
t. Ie contended that it
the Graund Master
1o said distinetly

conntenance for what he was doi

.

?

blish another jurisdiction in the Ur
was not right that through Dro. Cluke,
should thus be deagged through the mire.
that they must mark their sense of such Uhings, which he
should do by proposing another candidute for the oliice ¢
Grand Muster.
didate for the oflice of Grand Master.

e shonld therefore proposze himsell as u can-

The Actisg (. Masten: Who seconds the newmination ¢
After a nause, he said, “As no one seconds the motion the
nomination falls to the ground.”

Bro. WarkEN: Tt was held two or thvee yecars ago that 2
nomination does not require seconding, and that was the ruling
of the Girand Master.

The matter then dropped.
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Tug BoARD or BENEVOLENCE.

Twelve Past Masters to serve on the Board of RReuevolence
-were nominated for the ensuing year, it being stated that only
. fwelve were candidates for that office; and when the names
“avere vead over and it was found that they were nearly all the
sate who had served for many years, remarks were made, solfo
<ove, that it was almost a matter of form, and suggesbions were
:ade as to the propriety of a little new blood being infused
-amongst them. The twelve names were, however, agreed to.

The veports of the Board of Benevolence for the last quarter

were presented, which contained the following recommendations
“for grants to members and a widow of a Irecmason s— e
Bro. William W., Vitruvian Lodge, No. 87, Lambeth .., 40
Bro. D. D. G., Royal Clarence Lodge, No. 271, Brighton 30
~Bro. R. AL, St. Andrew’s Lodge, No. 231, London ..... . 30
~ The Widow of the late Rro. I, 1. L., Lodge of Isracl,
No. 205, London ......ccceevrneeenrsvannniineressensenens 50
"« These grants were unanimously agreed to.
Boarp or GENERAL PURPOSES.

The following report of the Board of General Turposes was
presented :—

Yo the United Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free, and Accepted
Masons of Ingland.

The Board of General Purposes beg to veport as follows :—

1. A complaint was received from the Liodge of Benevolence
agaiust the Royal Yorest Lodge, No. 401, at Slaidburn, West
Yorkshire, for having certified that a petitioner for velief had
Deen a regular subseribing member for twenty years and
-apwards, whereas Grand Lodge dues appeared to have been paid
“for him for nine years and three quarters only. On examina-
- tion of the minute book of the lodge, which contained but scanty
zecords of the proceedings, it appeared that the brother referred
to was initiated iu December, 1835, but seems ta have censed to
“be a member in June, 1837, From the returns of the lodge the
petitioner appears to have rejoined in January, 1858. No
moneys of Grand Lodge were found to have been retained, but
the lodge having been reprimanded in 1861, for witholding
“moneys the property of Grand Lodge, the Board imposed a fine
on the lodge, and ordered the warrant and baok to be retained
~until the fine was paid.

2.—A complaint was also veceived from the Lodge of Bene-
volence aguinst the Bverton Lodge, No. 823, at Liverpool, for
aving certified that a petitioner’slate husband had been a con-
“{ributing member of the Lodge of Joppa, No. 18S, London, for
two years and upwards, whereas it appeared from the Grand
Yiodge books that no Grand Lodge dues whatever had been paid
in vespect of the deeeased brother. The Master and Wardens
of Lotk lodges wero summoned to attend and produce their
warrants and books, On investigation it appeared that the
‘Everton Lodge bad been misled by a statement made by the
Seeretary of the Lodge of Joppa, and the Board considered that
the Everton Lodge had not intentionally made an incorrect
statement, and refurned the warrant and bouvks. With regard
‘o the Lodge of Joppa, the Board, after carefully examining such
baooks of the lodge as were produced—the Treasurer’e book
“having been, as was stated, accidentally destroyed by fire,—re-
solved that under the cireumstances the deceased brother must
e deemed fo have been a subseribing mewmber of the Lodge of
Soppa for two years and a half, and that the lodgs be therefore
required to pay quarterages to Grand Lodge for that period,
which having been paid the warrant and books were returned.

3.—A complaint was also received from the Lodge of Bene-
- volence against Bro. Charles Hewitt, of the St. Thomas® Lodge,
“¥o. 142, London, for neglecting to attend the Lodge of Beue-

volence to support a petition for relicf which he had vecom-
mended. The Board stmmoned Bro. Hewitt to-attend berore
them to give explanation. From the medical certificate and
letters which were laid before the Board, it appeared tiat Bro.
Fewitt had been for some considerable time and still condinued
wholly unable to attend to business, and under the eireum-
stances the Board accepted the explanation.
(Signed)  J. LIEWELLYN Evays, President.
Freemasons’ Hall, 19th November, 1867,

Bro. Lipwerryx Evaxs, President of the Board, moved that

! the report be veceived, entercd on the minutes, and adopted,

which was put and agreed to.

To the report was subjoined a statement of the Grand Lodge
accounts at the last meeting of the Finance Committee, held
on the 1dth inst., showing a balance in the hands of the Grand
Treasurer of £4,693 18s, 5d,, and in the hands of the Grand
Seerctary for petty cash £50. Of these sums there belongs to
the Fund of Ienevolence £629 3s. 9d., to the I'und of General
Purposes £3,651 7s. 11d., and in the Unappropriated Account
£160 65, 94,

Corox¥1AL BoarD,

A veport was presented from the Colonial Board, which
stated that a printed copy of a report and resolutions purport-
ing to be “Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of I'ree and
Accepted Masons of Norvth Carolina on the 3rd, 4th, 5th, and
Gth of December, 4.1, 5866,” having been transmitted by the
Grand Secretury of the Grand Lodge of North Carolina to the
Grand Lodge of England, calling special attention to passages
therein relating to the Grand Lodge of Iingland, the same was
laid before the MLW. Grand JMaster the Earl of Zetland, who
was thereupon pleased to refer it to this Board for consideration,
witl: directions to report thereon to Grand Lodge.

The said report and resolutions contain charges and allega-
tions against certain lodges in Ilulifax, Nova Scotia, therein
stated to be working nnder the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge
of Bngland, which charges emanated from a report of a so-
called “Committee of Jurisprudence appointed by the said
Grand Lodge of North Carolina” at their then last annual
Comwmanication, on an information said to have beeu filed a6
the previous Communication of the last-mentioned Grand Lodge
by St. John's Lodge, No. 1, in its jurisdiction, against the
Athol Lodge, Nuv. 65, and the Keith Lodge, No. 36 or 61,
Halifax, Nova Scotia. The subjeet of complaing was contained
in the following communication :—

Bro. R. W. York, from the Committee on DMasonic Juris-
prudence appointed at the last Annual Communication, sub-
mitted a report, as follows, which wasread and adopted :—

“Po the M,W. Grand Lodge of N. C.

“The Committee of Masonic Jurisprudence, to whom was
referred the information, filed at the last Grand Communication
of this Grand Body by St. Johw’s Lodge, No. 1, in this juris-
diction, agaiust Athol Lodge, No. 63, and Keith Lodge, No., 36
or G1, Halifax, Nova Scotia, working under the jurisdiction of
the Grand Lodge of England, beg leave to report:—

“That a paper writing was placed in their hauds in words
and figures following :—

“ St. John’s Hall, Wilmington, N.C.,
“ Nov. 21th, 1864, A.L. 5864.

“Atb a regular meeting of St. John's Lodge (No. 1), held this
day, the following resolution was adopted—

“ Whereas, it has been represented to this lodge that certain
persons, residents of this jurisdietion, and some of them rejected
petitioners to this lodge fer the degrees of Masonry, have visited
Halifax, N.S., and there received the degrees, therefore,
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< Resolved—That our delegates to the next meeting of the
Grand Lodge be instructed to call the attention of that body
to the subject, and farmish it with all the facts within their
knowledge. M. H. WooDLUEL, Sec.

“A true copy from the minutes.

«1V. M, Porssox, See. St. John's Lodge (No. 1).

“XNov. 1, 1865.”

4 long statement here follows, explanatory of the above, in
which it is alleged highly improper persons have been admitted
into Freemasonry. On these different points the Colonmial
Board reports ag follow :

In pursnance of the direction given by the M.W. Grand
Master, this Board has considered the reported proceeedings of
the Grand Lodge of North Carolina so far as relate to the said
statements and allegations, and now reports to Grand Lodge :—

1st. That they have no facts before them to show, or means
.of ascertaining, whether the said stabements and allegations are
true or not. Or whether the Halifax lodges—viz, the Athol
Lodze (No. 65), and Keith Lodge (No. 36 or 61)~—if in fact
there be any such Masonic lodges in existence—had authority
to work under the vite ov constitution of the Grand Lodge of
Scotland.  But the Board feel relieved from the necessity of
any investigation on those points, for the reason that neither of
the lodges veferred to weve, or are, under the jurisdiction of
the Grand Lodge of England; neither were they amongst the
Jodges which were continued under the Grand Lodge of Iing-
Jand, and excepted from the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of
Canada when that Grand Lodge was recognised by the Grand
Lodge of England.

2nd. That the said report especially refers to «* the action of
the Masonic congress at Paris ” as an authority against adwmis-
sion of candidates for Freemasonry being limited to lodges
acting under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of the country
of their fived residenco; but it is not stated in the said report
by what authority such congress assembled, or the powers
vested in the members thereof, enabling them to legislate on
that or any other subject connected with the Craft; neither is
it pretended that the Grand Lodge of England was represented
at the same, and, therefore, lodges acting under warrants from
the Grand Lodge of Bngland cannot be bound by auything
that was done at the alleged congress. Nevertheless, the
Board of opinion—That while there are strong objections to
the indiseriminale initiation of any-persons whatsoever into the
mysteries of the Craft, there is no objection to the initiation of,
and giving degrees to, sojourners who are known to any of the
brethren, and who are also well and worthily recommended,
and provided that in all respecets there is full and perfect com-
pliance with the provisions contained in the ““ Book of Consti-
tutions.”

3rd. That from information from time to time derived from
the district lodges abroad, working under the authority of the
Grand Lodge of England, the Board feels bound in justice to
the brethren of sueh distriet lodges to say that, in their behef,
proper attention and caution are observed by tine members of
the same lodges to all the requisites previously to initiation, as
well as to the rules 1aid down in the “ Book of Constitutions.”
And, further, that the proceedings of such lodges are uspally
conducted in conformity with the ancient landmarks of the
Order.

4th. In conclusion, the Board cannot but express regret that
the statements and allegations contained in the said printed
report have been permitted by the Grand Lodze of North
Carolina to go forth, as inasmuch as it wight have been easily
ascertained whether the Athol Lodge, No. 65, or the Keith

Lodge, No. 36 or G1, Halifax, Nova Scotia (for here it mny be
noticed that the Committee of Masonic jurisprudence were
uncertain by whicl of the two numbers the lasi-mentioned lodge
should be desiguated), were working under the jurisdiction of
the Grand Lodge of Kogland or not; and if due care had been
observed by that Commitéee, the seandal and reflections upon
lodges alleged to have been working under the Coustitution of
the Grand Lodge of Bugland might have been avoided, and the
Grand Lodge of North Carolina would, ib is presumed, in such
case have abstained from passing the said resolution in reference
to the matter eontained in the report.
(Signed) J. S. S. Horwoop, President.
TFreemasons’ Hall, London, November 5th, 1867.

Bro. Horwoon, President, moved that the report be received
and entered on the minutes, and that a copy of it should be
sent to the Grand Lodge of North Carolina.

Tue Duirpixe CoMMITTEE.'
The following repovt of the Building Cominiftee was pre-
sented :—

The Commibice beg to report that the work entrusted to
them is, so far as the buildings are concerned, now completed-
The first stone was laid in April, 1864, the new Freemasons’
Hall was finished in Februavy, 1866, and the rebuilding of the
Tavern is now conclunded. The tenants of the Tavern have for
some time had possession, and their vecupancy at the increased
rent commenced on the 11th of November.

It will be tight that, baving reached this peviod, the
Committee shoull place before Grand Lodge a short recapitula-
tion of their proceedings as contained in former reports.

The original cost of the new buildings was estimated ab
about £30,000. The contracts for the bailding proper amounted
to £11,089 ; this was not inclusive of repairs to the old buildings,
or of any extras.

The total amount of monies paid up to the present time is
£58,809 8s. 3., and there will be other charges which will
probably amount to £3,000 in addition. This will, doubtless, af
first view, appear & very large sum.  Your commitbee can only
repeat that they have spared neither pains or personal trouble
to avoid any cxpenses which were not absolutely necessary, and
they refer—first, to what they have said in former reports as to
the unavoidable expense arising from the necessity for shoring,
underpinuing old walls, pumping, drainage, and general repairs
to bhe old tavern ; and, secondly, that the sam above referred
to includes many charges which cannot properly be considered
as being part of the cost of the building, but which the com-
mittee include becanse the money has passed through their
hands, and they fecl it to be their daty to give an accurate
account of their stewardship to Grand Lodge. .

Tt will thus be found that, with the exception of the purchase
of land, and of marble columus, none of these expenses could
have been avoided. As regards the latter, the committee felt
that in so noble a building it would have been a sad mistake for
all time if they had permitted any sham to find & place init;
as regards the land, the committee are more than ever satisfied
that the acguisition of it is most valuable, not only as affording
a means of entrance at the south, but as preventing the possi-
bility of inconyenience which might have urison from tie con-
struction of any other large building in close proximity to
Freemasons’ Hall. It may be added that the Jand in question
will probably produce a faiv return for the outlay.

The building of Mr. Malby’s workshops, though an actual
necessity, cannot properly be included in the cost of Freemasons’
Hall; it is now paying 7% per cent. for the outlay, and at the
end of the ten years’ lease will pay double that interest. The
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committee likewise desire to observe, thab in making their con-
tracts they were obliged to do so subject to an increase in the
event of there being a vise in the price of wages; that vise (as
all know) took place some gwo years ago, and the extra cost on
that account alone is considerable., Further, it is to be remem-
bered that the committee have received the sum of £5,000 as
premium on the lease of the new Tavern, which sum should be
taken into consideration when estimating the total cost.

At the commencement of the work there was a sum of
£21,000 Consols belonging to the Fund for General Purposes,
and authority was given to the committee to borrow, on mort-
gage of the freehold and buildings, 2 sum not exceeding £19,000
from the Fund of Beuevolence. All claims have been dis-
charged up to the present time, and there will be suflicient in
hand to defray the further charges already referred to. The
committoe have borrowed the sum of £17,500 from the Fund
of Benevolence, upon which interest at the rate of 4 per cent
has been paid, and the principal of which the committec trust.
to see in a very few years replaced to the credit of the Fund of
Benevolence.

There are heavy penalties due by the builder for delay in
carrying on the works; for that delay, in almosb every instance,
the builder is solely responsible, and there has been no reason
why, if ordinary diligence had been employed, the building
should not have beer completed within the agreed-on-time.
viz., November 1st., 1866,

The consequence of the delay has been nob only greab in-
convenience to the Craft and the tenants, but has been a posi-
tive loss to the Craft of the increased rent payable by the
tenants for the Tavern, and of the rents payable by the lodges
for the use of the various rooms in Freemasons’ Hall,

The committee have already reported the rates whieh they
had fixed should be paid for the use of the various rooms, us
follow :—For the “ Zetland ” and ““De Grey,” £2 2s. for each
meeting; for the ¢ Dalhousie” and “oira,” £1 11s. 6d. for
each meeting ; for the “ Preston,” €1 1s.; and these rates have
been approved of by Grand Lodge.

There are ab present fifty-five lodges and chapters meeting in
Preemasons’ Hall, and the committee anticipate that (the
buildings being now finished), if the brethron find that their
wishes in reference to the banquets after lodges are reasonably
attended to, that many more lodges will hold their meetings in
the new building.

No rent has been hitherto paid by lodges; the Committe beg
to recommend the following resolution for the adoption of Grand
Lodge viz. :—

“That the rents for the use of lodge rooms shall commence
and be payableon and after the Ist January, 1563.”

With reference to the coffee-room and library, the Committec
have to report that they have given the subject their full con-
sideration, and they beg to submit the following resolutions for
the approval of Grand Lodge, viz. :—

“That the subscription of Masons residing within the Lon-
don district shall be to the cofiec-room, £1 13.; and to the
library, 10s. per annum.”

“That the subscription of Aasons residing out of the London
district shall be—to the coftee-room, 10s. G6d.; and to the
library, 10s.”

“That a subscription of £1 11s. 6d. per annum from any
country lodge shall entitle its Master and Wardens for the
time being to all the privileges of the coffee-room and library.”

“That strangers, being Masons, who may be temporarily
residing in England, shall be permitted to use the colfec-room

and library upon being introduced, in writing, by a subseriber,
and upon payment of subseription of 5s. for one month.”

“That the amownt of these subseriptions shall be subject to
revision, aud to increase or otherwise, but that the subseription
of original members (in which list shall be included all those
who Lecome subscribers on or before the 1st June, 1868) shall,
under uo eirermstances, be increased.”

It has been found necessary to delay the finishing and fur-
nishing of the library until the remainder of the building was
completed; the subscription to it will, of course, not commence
wntil it 3s fit for nse.

Theve yet remains another subject of great importance fo
which it is requisite that the attention of Grand Ledge should
be directed, namely, the necessity of repairing and re-decorating
the great hall, and thus rendering it worthy of its place in the
Masonic temple. The Committee have purposely deferred the
consideration of this subject until the new works were completed ;
they now ask for authority to consider it, and for that purpose
submit the following resolution, viz, :—

“That the Buildings’ Committee be dirccted to consider the
subjeet of the repair and re-decoration of the great hall, and to
report thereon to the Grand Lodge at its Q. C. in March next.”

The Committee cannot conclude their report without congra-
lating the Craft on the great work just completed. The Com-
mittee are well aware of their many short-comings, but looking
to the whole result, they feel a pardonable pride in believing that
they have deserved the confidence reposed in them.

As was promised by them, there is now completed a Masonic
temple which, taking into consideration the nature and diffi-
culties of the site, possesses qualities which entitle it fairly to
take rank with some of the best buildings in the metropolis,
It is entirely separate from, but ministered to by, a tavern,
which for extent, completeness of accommodation, aud elegance
of arrangement, is not only not surpassed but is unequalled by
any similar building in London,

(Signed) Jony HAvERS, Chairman.

Freemasons’ Hall,

London, Nov. 20th, 1867,

Bro. Havens, Chairman of the Committee, moved that the
report be reeeived and entered on the minutes, and, in doing so,
said he was rejoiced to sce that noble meeting that evening
before him.  HMaving listened to the luxuriant address of one
brother and the very curtailed specches of other brethren who
had reports to present, ke theught that there must be something
in the bLackground, and it almost seemed that he was to be
the victim. He was then Dbefore them to propose that the
report be received and entered on the minutes. If they agreed
to that it pledged them to nothing, for, when they had done
that, he proposed to submit to them a series of resolutions
which they would {ind in the report set fovth in italies, and he
should ask the brethren to vote for them. At the same time
he was prepared to answer any guestion thab might fairly be
put to him, or fo any other member of the Committee; there.
fore, it would be open to any brother to ask him any questions,
and he would answer them as far as his judgment would allow.

Bro. Lord Exnror, S.G.W., said the echoes ot the room were
very unsatisfactory, and he would suggest that the speaker
should come into the middle of the room and read the resolu-
tions, so that those at his end of it might know something as
to what was going on.

Bro. BracksroNe BARER said the Chaivman of the Building
Committee had given them permission to ask any cuestions
arising out of the report. There were two questions that
naturally presented themselves when they had the report of the
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Committes before them, as to the Grand Lodge property, which
could not fail to be present to their minds. He observed by
the report that the tenants of the Tavern had been charged
with the inereased rent from the 11th of November. The firsh
question he wanted to ask was, whether the tenants had had
any opportunity of dissenting from the dictum laid down by
the Building Committee. The second uestion he wished to
ask was, whether the Building Committee intended to enforce
the penalties agninst the contractor for not having completed
tho building by the preseribed time. He would admit it was
ungracious o find fault with the leading spirit of that com-
mittee, as hie believed that no committee could be formed bester
adapted for the work entrusted to thew, as the brethren would
be pub in the possession of an admirable structure; and if any
one in fubure years should ask what Bro. Havers had done, he
would reply ¢ Circumspice.” His object in rising was uot to
ask in miserecordiam, but as a mattor of right —looking at the
delay that had occurred; and as it was required that the whole
of the buildings should be completed by the 1st of November,
1866; taking, too, into account that there had been great
delay in the completion of the building, that they had lost the
profit of an entire year—whether they intended that the
penalties were to be enforced, for it had been a great havdship
upon them.

Bro. WARREN wished to ask the members of the Building
Committee whether it was true, as was reported, that the
Masonic coffee-room was to be included in the lease of the
Tavern. All that he could say was, that it was not so under-
stood when it was first proposed. It was then fully understood
that they were tolave the coffee-room to themselves. If they
were not to have the exclusive use of the coffee-room, he
wanted to know what guarantee they were to have that they
should only be charged proper prices for the usc of that room.
What guarantee would they have that they would not he
charged two shillings and sixpence for a plate of beef that could
be obtained elsewhere for ninepence ?

Bro. Hunprck wanted to know if the property had been
handed over to the Tavern Company, and whether the work-
men were still employed as at the commencement of the rental.

Bro. BExvocn suggested that the chairman of the Building
Committee should not be called upon to answer perhaps a
bhundred questions together, and thought it would be better
that he should answer cach specific question as it was put by
the spealker, and it wonld at once prevent any misunderstanding.

Bro. Haveks said he could assure Bro, Bennoeh, having
worked three years and a half for them, that if he sab there
until eight o’clock in the morning he would auswer cvery
question that they might put to him, and he would proceed
to answer those that had been already put to him., Ile
was the execcutive officer of the committee, but he trusted
that the brethron would not be too hard upon him., In
answer to Dro. Baker’s first question, he said that the
increased reut for the Tavern commenced on the 1lth of
November. Ie was also asked if the tenants had had
notice, Now, he would pub the brethren in possession of a
few facts, and they might be told in a few words. They under-
took toerect a new building, which undertaking was given to
Bro. Shrewsbury, and by him’ it was handed over to the new
Tavern Company. They had hoped to have completed that
building by Midsummer last, but, at the end of October, when
he (Bro. Havers) was in the country, he reccived a telegraphic
message, asking permission to let the new hall for the Dickens’
dinner, and asking permission to effect some stucco and paint-
ings upon if, and he replied that they could do so, provided it
was with the sanction of their own (the Craft's) architeet, and
at their own expense. He informed Bro. Gosden that they
were welcome to do that, it by so doing they aceepted the
tenaney, and did the painting at their own expense, bubt gave
directions to Dudley not to allow anything to be done until
they nceepted the tenancy. Dudley, on that, locked the door,
and put the key in his pocket, Lut something was done to get
possession of the room, and, being decorated and painted, it
was let for profit for the Dickeus’ dinner, and now they said
they would not pay the rent, because there were about half-
a-dozen bricklayers employed in doing some minor works, which,
he said, was one of the most ingenious, and, he would say, one
of the most audacious, things he ever heard of. ¢ (Bro.
Havers) said he considered them as their tenants, but, having
painted the wails, and thereby incurred some expense, he said
he considered it would be only fair that they should come in,
and the increased rent begin at the half quarter. As to

whether the penalties for the non-completion of the building at
the preseribed time were o be enforced, that was a very delicate
matter, and he thought it would be better if the Committee
were not asked to enforce them. That very morning he had
received what be considered to be a great curiosity in the form
of a lnwyer's letter, asking, if any of those penalties were
reecived, that they should be handed over to the Tavern
Company, and they were told that they had.a good claim against
the Grand Lodge; and the letter went on further to say that,
if those penalties were obtained, out of them they were going to
pay the shaveholders a dividend. There was one point which
had been raised, and that was one of deep moment. They
had been asked not to insist in giving wp the name *Free-
masons’ Tavern, Now, he was an old Mason, and he could
say that it wasthe earnest desire of his heart to see a separation
of Freemasonry from tavern Freemasonry. IFrom his earliest
days he bhad always spoken of the necessity of their Craft having
a temple devoted to Freemasonry, but completely seps}mte’d‘
from tavern accommodation. He liked “creature comforts™
after labour, but, at the same time, nothing tended so n.luch to
ennoble their Order as by a complete sepavation of it from
tavern purposes. He found that the Dickens’ dinner was
advertised at every railway station to be held in Freemasons
Hall; but over and over again it had been pointed out to Bro.
Shrewsbury, and the fact he had pointed oub, as the repre-
sentative of Grand Lodge, that they had been advised to build
a place, so that they might have refreshment at a reasonable
rate, and pay a rent for the lodge rooms. Ie conteuc}ed that
the interests of the landlord were identical with the interests.
of the Craft, Fe had keen asked if he had received a legal
letber from Bro, Vallance, in which he disputed that the
tenants had obtained possession. He had received such aletter
from Bro. Vallance, the solicitor to the Company, but he did
not give his reasons. He had to state that the coffee-room, or,
as it was then called “The Edinburgh,” was reserved for
Masonic purposes, and would be maintained _in.violable from
any other purposes than their own. The dining-room and
coffee-room were especially excepted. He should be happy to
answer any further questions, but, as agents of 'bhe Craft, they
were determined not to sacrifice one tittle of their interests.
Bro. WELLINGTON VALTANCE said allusion had been made
to his name as the solicitor to the Freemasons’ Tavern Company.
He should not have risen, and had no intention of doing so,
and should have kept silent, but that Bro. Havershad thought
fit to allude to him. He had written to the trnstees through
Bro. Dobie, and he was not aware how far Bro. Havers vepre-
sented them. It was a civil, courteous, and kind letter, and
could in 1o sense be deserving of the appellative which had been

- applied to it by Bro. Havers, who called it “a lawyer’s letter.”

It deserved no such appellative from him as that it was a
lawyer’s letter, but he (Bro. Vallanee) could not allow his
name to be associated with those who had subseribed zEaQ,OOO,.
obtained from the publicon the truth of the prospeetus, without
offering some observations upon what he had said, He con-
tended that there was not one wordof that prospectus unborne
out at the preseat moment, and it had been confirmed by Bro.
Havers himself in the Grand Lodge, and he had taken every
opportunity of showing that the shareholders would reap profib
from it. He scorned his censure when hereferred to the ninth
paragraph of the lease to Bro. Shrewsbnry, bat he ealled upon
all who represented the Grand Lotdge—he called upon the‘ Most
Worshipful Grand Master of Masons— to reflect on the effect of
that clause. He entered the Craft long since, his f'u(:}ler and
grandfather were Masons, and he bad a profound belief that
Masons lived in charity and leve with all mankind; bub when
he found the ninth clause of the agreementifor the lease, he
saw that which should stimulate them to claim the sympathy of
the Grand Lodge. He was snrrounded by Masons, and he was
sure they were honourable men, but by the operation of the
clause he had referred to they could not obtain dividends for
the widows and orphans whose money had been invested in the
Freemasons’ Tavern Company. The Grand Lodge of England
was supposed to be the fountain of honour, hut they would not
prove to be so if they tcok from them the means by which only
Masons could obtain dividends, and in the name of the tavern
in which they had invested their money. .

Bro. WARREN rose to order. They were not here to discuss
the lease.

3ro. VALTANCE continued : If a man bad a position in London
when his name was appended to a prospectus it induced other
persons to invest their money, and he believed that every word
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in the prospectus was true with regard to the appropriation of
the coffee-room exclusively to the Grand Lodge; he was bound
to tell the Grand Ladge that a Jarge amount of money had heen
spent, and be never heard from Bro. Shrewsbury that the coltee-
room was to be confiscated from the Tavern Company. On the
eontrary, Bro. Shrewsbury had declared that by his agreement
the coffee-room, now called the Clarence, belongs to the
Tavern Company. - I was a very serious aud grave question,
2l he hoped and believed that the Grand Lodge would consider
him incapable of doing anything but his duty to himself as well
‘as to them.  He asked that the letter he had written to Dro.
Dobie, in whose honour and integrity he had the highest con-
fidence, might be read. He doubted if anyone in that Grand
Lindge could 1ift his head so high or tonch his heart so warmly
as Bre. Dobie, and he challenged any man of lionour to con-
trovert a single word contained in that letter. In conclusion
he asked whether the 9th clanse of the agreement was worthy
of the Grand Lodge of England,

Bro. HavERs said : The 9th clause of which they had heard
%0 much was as follows:—

‘9. The said D. 8hrewshury or the Company shall be at

Tiberty to use the words ‘ Freemasons’ Tavern ' for the purpose
of forming the Compauy, but that name shall be abandoned at
ar before the occupation of the new buildings, and a new nanme,
altogether unconnected with I'reemasonry, shall be adopted,
ander a penalty of absolute forfeiture of the lease or the right
to a grant thereof.”
Ie coutended that the trustees were perfectly at liberty to
adopt that rule.  If it was considered to be offensive in him to
use the words of a “lawyer’s letter,” he apologised for having
done so.  With the exception of the telegram he never had any
communieation with any member of the Dickens’ committee.
Bro. Vallanee had said they had acted uufuirly to thie widows
and orphans under the ninth clause, but who ever drew that
clanse was responsible for it.

Bro. Masox contended that these questions of lnw ought not
to be brought under the notice of Grand Lodge, but let them
look at the facts. The trustees entered into a contract with
Bro. Shrewsbury, and in that there was a stipulation, that after
a certain period the tavern that now bears the name of « The
Freemasons’ Tavern,” should cease to bear it, and have another.
Whether this was right or not the fact was, that if' Bro. Shrews-
bury had entered into a contvact with the trustees of tho Insti-
tution, the assiznees to whom it was transferred were hound by
it. Asalawyer, he thought it was premature to draw on a
discussion on legal points, for it had the effect of drawing Bro.
Havers into a discussion of iantters that ought not to be dis-
cussed in Grand Lodge. 'The committee had some disagrecable
duties to perform, but whether he agreed or disagreed with
them, he said they had done their duty, although, as he had
said, he considered it wrong to discuss them in the Grand
Lodge.

Bro. Bexyocr said that (frand Lodge had given notice to the
fenants that the rent would be increased from the 11th of
November, and before they could discuss that point they ought
to refer to the solicitor’s letter, which would speak for itself,
but he understood that it was not Lere.

Bro. WARREY rose to order.  The letter was not before the
Board of Masters, and it was impossible for them to discuss it
without notice. Ie should take his stand upon the “ Book of
Constitutions.”

Bro. Bexxocn thought it would be desirable, as they had a
large amount of business before them, for the comfort of
members who were deeply interested in it, that they should
adjourn the question, and Iet this point be referred to the com-
mittee for further investigation. Ile moved as an amendment,
that so much of the report as refers to the Freemasons’ Tavern,
be referred to a committee.

The G. MasTER said he waited, without interfering, until
they had arrived at that part of the discussion which had
wandered very much from the point. There was nothing on
which an amendment could be founded, as the motion was
merely to allow the report to be enteved on the minutes. The
fullest latitude had been given to the discussion, but at the
sume time he thought that the discussion of the legal points
could do no good. Nobody would be prejudiced, the company
on one hand, or the Grand Lodge on the other, by receiving the
report and allowing it to be entered on the minutos.

Bro. VALLANCE: If the report is to be entered on the minutes,
I hope my letter will go on the minutes also. I know your

lordship’s deep sense of justice, and that you will not allow one
part of the case to go down to posterity and not the other.

Bro. BENN0CH persisted in moving his amendment,

Bro. STEWART seconded it.

Bro. TruscorT said, as Chairman of the Freemasons’ Tavern
Company, he stood there to answer some charges that had been
made by the Chairman of the Building Committee. MHe said
the Company was composed of merchants, Masons, and others,
to whom he should not do justice if he did not stand forwarl
and say that what the Chairman of the Building Committee
had stated was not founded on fact, but was erroncous. He
heard Bro. Havers tell the brethren that, if the Company was
founded, that it would be a good speculation, that it would
pay 25 per cent., and strongly recommended the brethren to take
shares in it.  Now, he took shares in it becanse he nnderstood
it wonld be ameans of advancing himself towards the Temple,
but, whether rightly or wrongly, he believed to administer fo
the wants of Grand Todge wonld be something in his favour.
Bro. Havers and the Building Committee had intimated that
they had been treated in a slippery manuer by the Company,
but that statement he denied 71 fofo. He inferred that they
bad kept money from the sharebolders, which was totally mun-
founded and untrue. e wanted to show the feeling of the
Building Committee towards the Company.  The rent was due
on the 21th of June, but, as it was not paid until the 16th of
July, the Company received a letter from Bro. Gray Clarke, the
Grand Sccretary, stating that he was instructed to apply once
wore for the rent due to the Grand Lodge, which was due at
Midsummer last, and, if the money was not paid immediately,
the matter would be placed in the hands of the solicitor to the
Grand Lodge.

Bro. IIavers: He never sent you that.

yro. Lord Brror, .GV, vose to order, and said that matter
had nothing to do with the question before them.

The G. MasTER said he was anxious to give the Company
the fullest latitude to reply to the statement that had been
made, but he trusted they would reply to the strictures so
offered, and not go into other matters.

Bro. ALGERNON PERrRINS, acting J.G.W,, said he Iknew

nothing about law—that he left to the lawyers—but if there
were to be Inwyers on the other side there ought to be legal
men on the side of Granit Lodge to answer them.
& 1Bro. TrRrscorT regretted they should bave been treated as
they had been treated by the Building Committee, when for
three years they had carried it on at a loss of £1,000. If
such a system was persevered in the tavern would be shub up,
and a great loss to the Craft must ensue.

The (. MasTER put the amendment, which was negatived,
and the originul motion that the repors be received and
placed on the minutes was agreed to.

As the letter referred to is of considerable importance in
clncidution of the debate which took place upon it, as well as
being of greas interest to the entire Craft, we here give it i
exteinso :—

Moorgate House, Londen,
2nd Dee. 1867,

The Trustees of the Ancient and Honourable Society of Free
and Accepted Masons and the I'reemasons’ Tavern Company,
Limited.

My dear Sir,—Herewith I beg to forward to you, as desired,
an abstract of the assignment by Mr. David Shrewsbury to
the Company of the agreement for lease, &e., which will
disclose to you the sums paid by the Company, in addition
to the £5,000 premium to Grand Lodge paid by me into
your hands; these suing, you will perceive, in the aggregate
were £17,000; making, with your premium, £22,000.

In reply to your reference to the 9th clause of the agree-
ment  between tine trustees of the Socioty and My,
Shrewsbury, and requesting to know whether, in obedience
thereto, the Company has changed its name, and if so to
favour you with jts proper description, I beg to say that
the clanse has not been hitherto considered to bear the
interpretation your favour would seem to place upon it,
inasmuch as it was thought to liave been infended to apply
so far as it may, to the “tavern” and not to the Company.
There are several legal technicalities and difficulties created by
statute law as to the Company changing their name, which in
my present view of this clause I need not more particularly
allade to; but if, as [ think you will find, it is the tavern that
is intended and not the Company, I am fully prepared to
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advise the directors that they should abandon the name of
“Freemasons,” and I have every reason to believe they will
give due consideration to such advice.

I must take this opportunity of requesting your attention
to the circumstances of a notice of a somewhat curious de-
scription given by Mr. Gray Clarke, Grand Secretary, on the
1st November ult., to the manager of the Company, that the
proceedings the Company were taking, in making alterations in
the great banqueting room and elsewhere in the uew tavern, were
considered as an act of tenancy, and that the increased rent
as agreed in the agreement for a lease would commence {rom
half quarter day next, the 11th of November instant. DBy
order, &e.

Xow whilst the Company are exceedingly anxious to perform
every part of the agreement devolving upon them, and the
directors arc most willing so soon as the trustees have complied
with the agreement on their part, so as to entitle them to the
the additional rent of £100 per annum, to pay such rent, still
they must protect the sharcholders by objecting to Mr. Gray
Clarke's intimation as being conclusive npon that agreement.
I fear, thercfore, I must tronuble you with some explaunation
of the circumstances whence this notice appears to have arisen.
The “ Dickens’ Dinner” being about to be held, the gentlemen
forming the committee for managing such dinner, applied to the
Grand Secretary and Building Committee for permission to
decorate the banquetting hall, by adding stencil colouring in
the panels, with a border, and inserting the names of tho priu-
cipally attractive of Charles Dickens’ literary yproductions.
Permission was given to them, not to the company, and they
having, under the guidance of the architect, commenced opera-
tions, Mr. Havers was pleased to require from the manager of
the Company an undertaking that such an act by Mr. Dickens’
committee should render the Company liable to the increased
rent of £1,200 per annum, as from the 11th Novembler last.
To this demand the manager replied, that he wounld obtain
directions from the chairman of the Company. Upon this Mr.
Gray Clarke wrote, on the 30th October, 1867, a letter (copy
whereof I enclose herewith) reiterating Mr. Havers’ demand
against the Company, and intimating that what was done in de-
corating the hanqueting room should be at the sole cost of the
Company, and the walls of the banqueting room should be, if
required, reinstated at the cost of the Company.

The manager (whose reply is also Lerewith) answered on the
same day, that without the consent of his co-directors the chair-
man could not give his sunction to an undertaking such as
required by Mr. Gray Clarke. TUpon this Mr. Havers stopped
the decorations, and gave orders thab they should not proceed
unless the company undertook as required by him aud Mr. Gray
Clarke on the 3Lst October last, ‘l'elegraphic communication
being had with Mr. Havers upon the subject of thus marring
the otherwise clegant appearance of the banquetting room—
the Company still refusing to give sueh undertaking—the
decorations, not by the Company, but by Mr. Charles Dickens’
dinner committee, were by re-permission to them, at the
justance of Mr. Havers proceeded with, they undertaking to
reinstate where required.

Oun the 1st November, the notice hereinbefore adverted
to was given by Mr. Gray Clarke. (Copy whereof also accom-
panies this letter). Now it is obvious this proposition cannot
be acceded to and you cannot, I think, with all deference,
advise that such increased rent has become payable by the
Cowpany, under the agreement by the trustees of the socicty,
to grant the lease.

This intimation to you has become the more necessary in
consequence of a statement in the report of the building
committee to Grand Lodge, which is printed and published,
“that the oceupuncy of the Company oa the increased rent
commenced on the 11th November.” Such statement is not
accurate, as whilst, as I have observed, the Company are ¢uite
willing, 50 soon as the trustees entitle themselves thereto, to
pay such increased rent, the trustees have not at present done
50 in accordance with the agreement for lease.

I observe with great satisfaction that in the same report the
greab inconvenience consequent upon the delay in the buildings
to the lessees is not lost sight of, and I trust that all such
penalties will be devoted to the remuueration of the Company
for the enormous loss and iujury they Lave sustained in that
vespeet to which I have hitherto called the attention of the
Grand Sceretary, and which have been of vital and serious
importance to the Company.

Whilst I feel the delicacy of any allusion to the printed report
of the Building Committee, who may be supposed to represent.
to some extent the trustees of the Society of Freemasouns, and
there is obvious difficulty in deuling copiously with the repors,
vet I ought to give you an intimation that the Company are
not in any way bound by the statements therein, of which
they were not previously apprised, nor have they been conferred
with upon the subject, The report scems to me to deserve
much farther consideration on the points adverted to, and
particularly with respect to their recommendations to appro-
priate the room called ““The Clarence,” at present the cotlee
roon, apparently dealing with it exclusively and obviously to
the detriment of the lessces, s if remaining the property of the
trustees, whereas it forms pait, and is comprised within the-
premises agreed to be leased to the Company, by whom pos-
session is held, and it has, in fact, at cousiderable outlay and
expense been carpeted and furnished for use.

Any further information within my power I shall be happy
at all thmes, with sincere frankness and candour, to convey to.
vou, as I am sure the Company will permit me to do so; and I
must say I am most anxious that kindly feelings should exis
between the landlords of so important a property and their
lessees ; and the landiords should be assured the Tavern will be.
so conducted by the lessees as to entitle them to the encourages
ment and support of the Society.

I am, my dear Sir,
Yours very truly and fraternally,
(Signed) H. WELLINGTON VALLANCE.

To Alexander Dobie, Esq. i

Bro. Havers said he hoped they would all forget what was.
past, and go to the plain business of the evening. He directed
the attention of the Grand Lodge to the first notice of motion
on page 5 of the printed paper. It was there stated that no.
rent had been charged to the lodges they had supplied with
accommodation until the building was completed. He was
sorry that the fees were not lower, but if the committee were
able they would be happy to reduce them. He moved “That
the rents for the use of lodge rooms shall commence and be
payable on and after the 1st of January, 1868.”

In answer to a question from some brother,

Bro. Havers said they were anxious to avoid large collections.
of furniture, and he alluded to the damage that occurred to
furniture when a large party was held. They would fix as low
-ates as possible for storing the furniture of Jodges.

The resolution was then put and carried.

Bro. Havegs said there conld be no possible question about.
the necessity of a coffee-room, for from the earliest time that
question had been a sine qua non with Freemasons. The tarift
of Bro. Gosden was exceeding moderate, and the committee
were inclined to leave it in the hands of Grand Lodge to fix
the amount for the use of the coflee-reom and library, but after
consideration the committee had fixed such charges as they
believed would be fair and just. He moved “ That the subserip-
tion of Masons residing within the London districts shall be—
to the coffee-room, £1 1s.; to the library, 10s. per annum.

Bro. Bexxocit wanted to know what was to be supplied in
the coltec-room.

Bro. HavERs said : Breakfasts, dinners, suppers, wines, and’
spirits.

Bro. BeEx~yoci said there appeared to be some difference of
opinion us to whether the coffee-room was included in the lease
to the company, and he wanted to have it fairly stated it the
coffee-room belonged to the Tavern Company or to the Grand
Lodge. Ifit was shown that it belonged to the Tavern Com-
pany, would the Grand Lodge provide wuother coffee-room.

Bro. Havers said from the very first a coffee-room and
libravy were required in the new building. There was not a
shadow of doubt that they were so included, and only to be
used for Masonic purposes.

A brother wanted to know why there should be any charge to
the library and coffee-roora at all. e moved as an amendment,
¥ That the coffee-room and library be opeu to the Craft at large
free.”

Bro. RazyMoxD S1UART seconded the amendment.

Bro. Havenrs said the committee would be delighted to
throw open the collee-room and library, but it was built by
the subscriptions of Masons all over Ingland, and they as.
London Masons had no right to use it without making some:
compensition to their country brethren.

The amendment was then put and negatived.
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Bro. WARREN said he had then to move an amendment
which he thought would be more reasonable. He moved that
the subscription to the coffce-room aud library be one guinea.

Bro. MorrEXN seconded the amendment.

Bro. BexxocIt opposed it and said if the amount was reduced
the coffee-room would be too erowded.

A division took place, when there appeared for the amend-
ment, 74; against it, 60; consequently the amendment was
declared to be carried. .

On the proposition « That the subscription of Masons residing

out of the London district shall be—+to the colfee-room 10s. 6d.,
and to the library, 10s.

Bro. WarREY moved as an amendment ¢ That the amount
be reduced to 10s. 6d.”

This was put and negatived.

Bro. ADLARD moved that the subscription be one guinen,
which was put and carried.

Bro. Havers moved “That a subscription of £1 1ls. Gd.
por annum from any country lodge shall entitle its Master
and Wardens for the time being to all the privileges of the
coffee-room and library.”

Bro. BixckEs said that the coffee-room and library would
be a great boon, and suggested that they should be made
useful to brethren coming up from the country te attend the
Grand TLodge on their Masonic festivals, He suggested that
every subseribing brother should be able to introduce a friend,
being a Mason, to the coflec-room and library by inscribing his
name in a book to be kept for that purpose. He moved as an
amendment “That any subseribing member to the coflee-
room and library be permitted to introdnee a friend, being a
Mason, for one day without such friend being called upon to
make auy payment for such friend.”

Bro. HAVERS said, if they ouce opened the door they could
not shut it, and if they allowed a member te introduce one
friend, there was no reason why he might not introduce ten or
a dozen, and that would destroy the very object they had in
view. Unless they surrounded this with safeguards they might
inflict a great evil, and he earncstly asked the Grand Lodge
to pause before they adopted the amendment.

The G. MASTER thought the best thing for Bro. Binckes to
do was to give notice of motion for the consideration of this
subject at some future period, and then the Committee would
have time to cousider it. If notice was given, then the matter
could be fully discussed.

Bro. BixNckEs said, with the understanding that the Com-
mittee would take the matter into consideration, he would
adopt that course.

The amendment was withdrawn, and the resolution agreed to.

The following resolutions were agreed to:—

“That strangers, being Masons, who may be temporarily
residing in England, shall be permitted to use the coffee-room
and library upon being introduced, in writing, by a subscriber,
and upon payment of a subscription of five shillings per one
month.”

“Tha$ the amount of these subseriptions shall be subject to
revision, and to increase or otherwise, but that the subseription
of original members (in which list shall be included all those
who become subscribers on or before the 1st of June, 1868),
shall under no circumstances be increased.”

Bro. HAVERs then drew the attention of Grand Lodge to the
following paragraph in the report :—

“There yet remains another subject of great importanee, to
which it is requisite that the attention of Grand Lodge should
de directed, namely, the necessity of repairing and re-decorating
the Great Hall, and thus rendering it worthy of its place in
the Masonic Temple. The Committee have purposely deferred
the consideration of this subject until the new works were
completed ; they now ask for aunthority to consider it, and for
that purpose submit the following resolution, viz, ‘That the
Buildings’ Committee be directed to consider the subject of the
repair and re-decoration of the Great Hall, and to report thereon
to the Grand Lodge at its Quarterly Communication in March
next.’”

Bro, HavERs moved the adoption of the resolution.

The G. MasTeER suggested that the Committee should con-
sider the ventilation of the building in connection with the
decoration,

Bro. Lord Krior also suggested that the acoustic arrange-
ments of the hall should be atsended to.

Bro. HAVERS said the Committee were painfully alive to the
necessity of some alterations in that respect.

The resolution was then put and agreed to.

ApreEAL TORr S Tmoiras’s.

An appeal of an interesting character was then gone into,
from the W. Master of the Harmonic Lodge (No. 336), St.
Thomas’s, West Indies, against the decision of the District
Grand Master.  The same appeal being divided into three
separate points for decision. In the first, the decision of the
District Grand Master was deelared to be wrong ; his decision
was reversed and the appeal allowed. In the second, the appeal
was disallowed, and the decision of the District Grand Master
confirmed; and in the third case the decision of the District
Grand Master was reversed, and the appeal allowed. As it was
nearly half-past eleven o'clock, the rest of the business could
not be disposed of, and was adjourned to the next guarterly
communication.

The Grand Lodge was then closed in due form and with
solemn prayer.

METROPOLITAN.

—_—

Eeyrray Lonce (No. 27).—This old and flourishing lodgo
held its usual monthly meoting on Thursday, the 5th inst.,
undor the ablo presidency of the W.M., Bro. Coutts, assistod by
Bros. John May, S, Libbis, JAV., and a large attendance of
brothren. 7Tho business of tho ovoning consistod of one initiation
and two passings, after which tho brothren procecodod to the
olection of W.AL for the ensuing twolve months. Tho fwo
Wardons having cach oxpressed their desire not to he olectod to
that oftico, tho choico Iell npon the prosent W.M., Bro. John
Coutts, who was unanimously ro-clected WAL of the lodge.
Upon tho motion of Bro. Buss, P.AL and See., seconded by Bro.
Jucobs, P.3L., it was unanimously resolved that tho sum of £20
ho givon {rom the lodge funds, and placed on the list of Bro.
Thurlow, who will represent this lodgo as Steward at the
forthecoming anniversary fostival of the Royal Masonic Bene-
volen Institubion for Aged Froemasons and the widows of Froe-
masons, which amount of £20, added to £30 given by tho lodge
last year, will constituto tho W.MM. for the fimo being a Viee-
President of tho Fomale branch of this most excollont Masonie
institution. The names of seven gentlomon were then given
in as candidates for initiation, and the lodge was closed, after
which the brethren adjowrned to an excellent hanguet.

PROVINCIAL.

CORNWALL.

Savrasi.—Zelland Lodge (No. 1,071).—The brethren of
this lodge met at their lodge-room, ut the Green Dragon Hotel,
on the 2nd inst., for the purpose of installing Bro. W. Foxwell
as W.M. for the ensuing year. A large number of visitors were
present, amongst whom were Bros. Vineent Bird, 30°, P.M,, P,
Prov. G.O. Devon; K. Murch, .M. 202; J. Price, P.M. 202;
5. Chapple, P.AL 9545 H. Weleh, P.M. 202; P, Prov. G. Dir,
of Cers. Devon,; J. Hawton, W.M. 1,000; J. DBrown,
Paul, Bonney, Watson, Raishbrook, aud Littleton.  The instal-
lation was impressively performed by Bro. Ii. Murch, P.0M,,
after which the following brothers were appointed oflficers for
the ensuing year :—Bros. J. Deeble, S.W. ;5 C. Dampney, J.W, ;
C. Cleverton, Treas.; J. G. Richards, P.M., Sec.; S. Menheniott,
3.D.; Perriman, J.D.; Gregory, 1.G.; Congdon and Barrett,
Stewards; Radmore, Tyler.  The charges were delivered to
the W.M., Wardens, and members by Bro. Murch., After the
business of the lodge had been coneluded, the brethren adjourned
to a bunquet, prepared by Bro. Rundle, at which the usual
Ioyal and Masonic toasts were given, interspersed with harmony.
A very enjoyable evening was spent, and the brethren separated
ab ten o’cluck. ) .

DEVONSHIRE.

Toryes.—Pleiades Lodge (No. 710).—On Thursday, the 5th
inst., the brethron of this lodge mey, at six p.m., for the ordinary
monthly business. The lodge was opened by Lro. John Heath,
W. M., assisted by Bros. Marks, acting as LD.JL ; the Rev. J.
Bowdon, acting as Chap.; Cooke and Oldrey, Wardens; Niner
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1.G. The duties of the Deacons were undertaken by Bros. Dr.
Hopkins and Bartlett, P.M.’s. The minutes of the previous
meeting were read and confirmed.  Bro. Watson, P.M. and Sec.,
presented the re port of the Audit Committee, which was adopted,
and ordered to be entered on the minutes. A ballob was taken
for Messrs. William Snell Chenall and Joseph Chenall, as candi-
dates for initiation, regularly proposed at seven days’ notice,
which proved unanimous in their favour. The lodge was
opened in the second, and then in the third degree, Bro.
Stephens having been examined and entrusted on a previous
evening. He was then admitted and raised in due form by the
W.M., who administered the solemn rite in 2 manner so impres-
sive as evidently to produce a great effect on the recipient.
The candidate having left the room, was ou his return invested,
and, by the request of the W.AL, the chair was then taken by
Bro. Dr- Hopkins, who gave the traditionary history and the
charge appertaining to this degree. The W.M, again occupied
his own place, and resumed the lodge in the second, and after-
wards in the first degree. The Messrs. Chenall were intro-
duced, properly prepared, and regularly initiated with great
correctness and eflect by the W.M. He also gave them the
usual charge. Bro. John Adams, 1,099, was proposed as a
joining member by Bro. Cooke, S.W., seconded by Bro. Niner,
L.G. Several matters of business were discussed and disposed
of, among which was the formation of a Lodge of Insbruction,
the arrangements for it being left in the hauds of the W.AL
Bro. Taylor, as usual, officiated at the barmonium during the
evening. The lodge was finally closed at nine o’clock.

DURHAM,

Harrreroorn.—S?. Helew's Lodge (No. 531).—The usuaal
monthly meeting was held at the Masonic Hall, Regent’s-squave,
on Thursday, the 5th inst., when the lodge was opened in due
form and with solemn prayer. It being the annual meeting for
the election of W.M., Treasurer, and Tyler for the ensuing year,
there was an unusually large number of the brethren present,
Upon the ballot being taken, the result was as follows:—DBros.
Emra Holmes, 17 ; J. Groves, P.M,, 1; A. Nathan, .3, 1; and
J. Sivewright, W.M,, 1. Bro. Emra Holmes was therefore de-
clared duly elected as W.AL of this lodge for the ensuing year,
Bro. R. Ropner was elected T'reasurer, and Bro. J. Mowbray as
Tyler. The last named brother has occupied the post for some
fourteen or fiftcen years, and is one of the most deservediy-
popular members of tho lodge. The installation of the W.A.
elect will take place on the 26th inst., when the Festival of St.
John the Evangelist will be celebrated. Bro. G. Moore, 3..D.,
P, Prov. J.G.W.,, will act as Installing Master,

SCOTLAND.
EDINBURGH.

Stow.—Lodge of lnstruction (No. 216).—The usual monthly
meeting of this lodge was held on the evening of Iriday, the
6th inst. In the absence of Bro. Browniee, 11L.W.M., Bro. L.
Ierr, DAL elect, presided.  The question for discussion was a
resuiné of the question discussed at the last monthly meeting,
viz., * What are the best means to advance the principles of
Freemasonry 2 All the brethren present endorsed in substance
the opinions expressed at the former meeting, and advoeated
strongly the propriety of Masons themselves living out their
principles, and by their constant and eircumspect conduct
showing there is more in Musonry than conviviality and show.

GLASGOW.
ProviNeran Graxp LODGE.

A special meeting of the Provineial Grand Lodge of Glaszow
was beld on the 5th inst., in the Kilwinning Hall, 170, Buchanan-
street.

The Prov. Grand Lodge was opened by Bro. Thomas Ramsay,
R.W.AM. St. Johw’s, No. 32, acting Prev. G.M., assisted by Bros,
A. McTaggart, M.4., R.W.A. St. Mungo, 27, acting Prov.
S.G.W.; Thomas Paton, R.W.BM. Thistle, 87; D. H. Miller,
Prov. S.G.D.; J. B. Walker, Prov. G. Treas.; R. Robb, Prov.
G. Mareschall ; Leith, Prov. G. Dir. of Cers., and a large number
of members of Provineial Grand Lodge.

The Prov, G. Sec. having read the circular convening the
meeting, and sundry letters received by him in connection with
Provincial Grand Lodge business, he then moved—* That this

Provineial Grand Lodge pass a bearty vote of thanks to Bro.
James Cruickshanks, Depute Provincial Grand Master, on his
retirement from office, for the able manner in which he has for
a very lengthened period discharged the various duties he has
had to perform, it being now nearly half a century since he first
commenced to take an active interest in Freemasonry.,”

The motion was seconded in a very feeling manner by Bro.
Ramsay, carried with acclamation, and ordered to be endorsed
in the minutes of Provincial Grand Lodge.

The next business was the recommendation of brethren for
the respective offices of Depute and Substitute Prov. G.IM.,
Senior and Junior Prov. G. Wardens, and Prov. G. Secretary.

Bro. Wilson, R.W.D. 354, moved that Bro. Walter N. Neilson,
Prov. 8.G.W., be recommended for the oflice of Depute Prov.
[CRON

Bro. Anderson, R.W.M. 362, seconded the motion, which
was carried unanimonsly. .

Bro. Buchan, S.W. 82, proposed Bro. ¥. A. Barrow, P. Prov.
8.G.W,, for the office of Substitute Prov. G.1M.

Bro. Geo. McLeod, R.AV.ML. 128, seconded the motion, which
was carried unanimously.

Bro. McLeod proposed Bro: Capt. McCasland for the office of
Prov, 8.G.W.

The motion was seconded by Bro. McTaggart, and carried
unanimously.

Bro. McTaggart proposed Bro. Thomas Baker for the office
of Prov. J.G.W.

Bro. McLeod seconded the motion, which was carried unani-
mously.

Bro. Wilson, R.W.M. 354, proposed that Bro. William Smith,
the esteemed Prov. G. Sec., be recommended for re-election,
and, in doing so, alluded in pleasing terms to the indefatigable
manner in which Bro. Smith had, during the time he had held
the office of Prov. G. Sec., discharged duties whieh, at any
time onerous, had, as was known to the brethren, been especi-
ally so during the last six months or so, in consequence of the
death of their late lamented Provineial Grand Master, Bro. Sir
Archibald Alison, Basrt.

The motion was heartily secouded by Bro. Paton, R.VW.M.
87, and carried unanimously.

Bro. Smith announced to the brethren that the annual
provincial festival in aid of the Provineial Grand Lodge Bene-
volent I'und, would be held in the City Hall, Glasgow, on
Friday evening, the 20th inst., the chair to be occupied by the
R.W. Bro. Captain Speirs, ALP., Prov. (.M., whose installa.
tion will take place ab an early howr in the evening, for which
the Provincial Grand Lodge will be summoned. The Pro-
vineial Grand Lodge will dine at five o’clock, and afterwards,
accompanied by the Prov. G.M., take up their position on the
platform, the chair to be taken at eight o’clock. The festive
programme counsists of a soirée, concert, and full dress assembly,

Grascow.—ZLodge Thistle and Rose (No. 73).—An ordinary
meeting of this lodge was held in the Masonic Hall, Buchanan-
street, on Tuesday evening, the third inst., Bro. I'. Mac Robert,
RAV.AL, in the chair. The lodge was opened in the first degree
by the R.W.AL, assisted by Bros. J. Ballantine and W. Smith,
acting Senior and Junior Wardens; P.Thomson, Tress.; G.
Macadam, Sce.; and other office-bearers and brethren. After
the minutes of the previous meeting, being that for the nomi-
nation of oflice-bearers, had been read and confirmed, the lodge
was raised to the third degree, when Bro. J. Whitham, who
received the degree of Fellow Craft on 19th Nov. last, was
brought forward in proper form, and was raised to the sublime
degree of a Master Mason.  Bro. Mac Robert, R.W.AL, giving
the usual charge in a most impressive manner. 'This being,
according to the by-laws of the lodge, the night for the election
of office-bearers, the following were duly elected, viz., Bros. T,
DMac Robert, R.W.D.; J. Ballantine, S.W.; W, Smith, J.W.;
J. Jordan, P.M.; W, Johnston, D.M. ; P. Thomson, Treas.; G.
Macadam, Sec.; Arch. Somerville, Chap. ; J. McGregor, S.D.; G.
MeDonald, J.D. ; J. Marrison, 8.5.; J. Russel, J.S. ; W. Gardner,
S.B.; A, Watt, LG.; and W, Jamieson, Tyler. The installa-
tion of office-bearers to their respective offices was deferred till
next ordinary meeting. 'The lodge was then closed in due and
ancient form, It may be mentioned that amongst other
brethren who hail from the venerable Thistle and Rose Lodge,
is our esteemed and distinguished townsmosn, Bro. Alexander
Strathern, Sherift' for Lanark, who, upwards of a quarter of a
century sinee, was initiated in this lodge, the date of the learned
Sherifls initiation being May 12th, 1834,
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Grascow.—Lodge Thistle (No. 87).—The installation meeting
of this lodge was held on the 4th inst. The following are the
office-hearers for the ensuing year, viz.:—DBros. Thomas Paton,
R.WAL; James M'Nee, DAL ; James V. Henderson, SN ; James
Sinclair, Chap. ; John Greive, S.\W.; John Dobbie. J.W.; Robt.
DMuirhead, Treas.: William Morrison, Sec.; C. Jockel, S.0.;
L. Stewart, J.D.; John Reid. S.8.; Andrew Morrison, J.S.;
J. 8. Alexauder, I.G.; Robert Walker, Tyler; Charles Sharp,
S.8.8.; Hugh M<'arlane, J.S.B.; IHenry Potts, Prov. G.S.;
Thomas Cowan, P.M. DBro. James Wallace, (x5, was the In-
stalling Master, and performed the ceremony most impressively.
The funds of the lodge being in a healthy state, several sums
were voted to charitable purposes.

Grascow.—Lodge Culedonian Railway (No. 351).—At 2
meeting of this {lourishing lodge held in the Masonic-hall, 213,
Buchanan-street, on the 4th inst., the following brethren were
elected as oflice-hearers for the ensuing year, viz, :—James I,
Wilson, R.W.AL; Nicholas Rlack, P.AL; Robert Shaw, D.M.;
Dr. R. Patterson, S.M.; W. R. Thomson, 8§-W.; Colin Sinclair,
J.W.; Robert Allen, Treas.: William John Hamilton, Sec.;
D. K. Spiers, S.D.; M‘Kay, J.D,; Andrew Kwart, Chap.; Wm,
Gunn, Arch.; Andrew Nairn, Jeweller; Wm. Lussell, B.B.;
John King, $.B.; Willimm Dunshee, Director of Music; D.
Strachan, Dir. of Cers.; A. S. Walker, John Millar, and Walter
Lennox, Stewards; G. Crerar, Prov. G.8.; Johu Crichton, LG.;
W. F. Gemmill, Tyler. We are glad to Jearn from the auditors’
report thab the funds of the lodge are in a very healthy state,
and that during the past year a considerable number of mem-
bers, all of whom oceupy a respectable position in society, have
been added to the lodge roll.

SHETTLESTON.
Lodge St Johin (No. 128).

One of the most interesting of the numerous annaal meetings
now being held in this proviuce, for the election and installa-
tion of oflice-bearers for the cnsuing year, took place on the
4th inst. in the Masonic Hall at Shettleston, the opening of
which was noticed by us in our issue of October the 5th, when
the members of the recently-revived, and now flourishing Lodge
St. Jobn, Ne. 128, met under very auspicious circumstances.
Thore was a very numerous attendunce of thebrethien, members
of the lodge and visitors, including amongst the latter ILiros.
William Smith, Prov. G. Sec.; James Wallace, QLS. Gillies,
P.AL103; A McTaggart, AL, RAVAL 27 McRobert, 1WA
73 ; Singleton, RAV.M. 71; Mackay, R.AV.M, 103; and James
Stevenson, of the JFREEMASONS’ MAGAZINE AND MasoxNIc
Mirrozr.

Bro. George M‘Leod, the esteemed R.W.JL, waus, for the third
time, placed by the unanimous choice of the brethren iun the
chair of K.S.; and be invested as his officers for the ensuing
year the following brethren, who had been clected to the re-
spective offices, viz, :—DBros. J. Allan, LPAL; Hall, D.AL;
Jowett, SAL; Reid, S.W.; Morrison, J.W.: Deans, Treas. ;
Livingston, Sec.; Simpson, 8.D.. Campbell, J.D.; Clark, Bible
Bearer ; J. Baird, Standard Bearer; dJames Jack, Prov. G.S.;
A. Allan, LG, 5 and Geovge Barrowwan, Tyler,  After which
the following brethren were aflilinted as honorary members of
the lodge, viz. :—Dros, W. Smith, Prov. G. Sec.; Jas. Wallace,
G.S.; Gillies, DML, 103; AMTaggart, I, R.AW.AL 27;
M ‘Robert, R.W.M. 78; and Jumes Stevenson, I'REEMAsONS
MaGazINE. These several brethren, being present, took the
custommy obligation, and returned thauks for the honour con-
ferred upon them. )

The loege having been called from labour to refreshment,
the time-honoured, loyal, and Masonic customary toasts siven
by the R.WAL having, as usual at Masonie gatherings, heen
right heartily honouved, Bro. McLeod proposed in felicitous and
appropriate terms “The Provincial Grand Lodge of Glasgow,”
identifying with the tonst the health of their Provineinl Grand
Secretary, to whom they were all so much indebted for the
zeal he had displayed in carrying out all appertaining fo the
interests of Masoury in this province, and the untiring energy
De had displayed was particularly ab a time rendered especially
trying through the lamented death of their late Provincial
Grand Master.  Bro. McLeod then referred to the recent
election of Bro. Captain Spiers, JL.2., as their Provincial Grand
Master, and to the nomination of his commissioned office-
bearers, and he looked forward hopefully that the brethren of
Glasgow would be able, when the several appointments were
confirmed, to speak confidently of their province being ruled in

a manner that would reflect credit alike upon their Provincial
Grand Officers, and redound to the intelligence of the elective
members of Provineinl Grand Lodge.

Bro. Swith, Prov. G. Sec, returned thanks on behalf of
Provincial Grand Lodge, and for the compliment paid him per-
sonally ; and, whilst, with the R.W.M., he looked forward
hopefully to the successful working of the Provincial Grand
Lodge and the newly-nominated oftice-bearers, still he felt it
but an act of justice to his fellow oflicers of the Provincial
Grand Lodge as now consfitnted, to testify to the ready co-
operation he lad always .experienced &% their hands, inlcon-
ducting the various matters affecting the interests of the
brethren of this province; and, whilst deploring the great loss
they had sustained by the death of their Iate lamented chief]
he congratulated the brethren upon their having obtained as a
successor, one of whom they had by their voice considered so
well qualified to 11 the important position of Provincial Grand
Master of Glasgow. Bro. Smith concluded by saying with.
reference to the kindly remarks just made anent himself, by the.
LWL, he could only say, whilst acknowledging the honour
thus done him, that in fulfilling to the best of his ability the
several duties of the responsible office in which the hrethren
had placed him, he had but striven to do that which he had
felt incumbent upon him, in justice to those who had reposed
their confidence in his humble abilities. _ '

The R.W.M. in a highly culogistic speech proposed the toast.
of the visiting brethren, and referred at some length to the:
various lodges which were ropresented on the occasion. He
mentioned the several Masters, who were present, by name, and
made pointed allusion to the character, abilities, and asonic
position of those of them who had been that evening made
honorary afliliated members of the lodge. The remarks of the
R.W.ML were received with great applause; and the toast was:
responded to with the highest honours.

Bro. M‘Taggart, .., R.W.AL 27, with whose name the-
toast had been coupled, then rose to reply for the visiting
brethren, and met with a cordial reception. Ile said that the
R.AV.AL had appointed hima subject on which he might address
the brethren for an hour, although he id not mean to occupy
their time so long.  He alluded at the outset to the privileges
Freemasons enjoyed in visiting sister lodges, to the cordiaY
weleome they received, to the hearty interchange of feeling and:
sentiment to which they were admitted, to the kind attention
that was paid to them. e touched also on the Leuefits that
were to be derived from such intercourse. As entire stran-
gers they could enter any lodge of Freemasons without
restraint, take part in the proceediugs without suspicion,
and, in short, enjoy all the advantages which acerne from a
long-established {riendship. e said he was pleased to meet
the brethren of Shettleston St. John in sueh prosperous and
happy circumstances, and hoped Le would bave many oppor-
tunities of meeting them on aunspicious oceasions like the present,
He was sure their intercourse would result in mutual good—
would tend to bring into closer union the brethren of this and’
the other lodges in the provinee. It would be his duty and the
duty of the other visiting brethren to reciprocate the kindly
feelings and hearty welcome that had been extended to them
to-night, and be could assure them that it was their desire, ag
well as their interest, that such gatherings should more fre.
quently take place. Bro. M‘Taggart continued by saying that
although several of the represeutatives of lodges had retired,
there were still four on whose behalf he had to reply—viz, St..
Mungo, Commercial, Thistle and Rose, and Union and Crown,,
and the names were indicative of some of the principles or
clements which were recognised and inculeated by Freemasonry.
The St Mungo tukes its name from the patron saint of Glasgow,
who presided over the religious interests of the good folks of
the city in the olden time. We, as Freemasons, being a religious
body, adopt the name as an appropriate designation for a lodge.
Our religious ereed is probably the only one at the present time
professed that from its nature can be accepted as universal.
Its central poinb of belief, and the principles surrounding i,
are such as men of every nation under the sun can accept;
indeed, there is probably no nation of the world in which the.
religion of Freemasonry is not already established. What that
religion inculeates need not here be discussed, but, as part of
a religious body, the lodge I represent here, and over which I
have the honour to preside. were fortunate in the selection of
aname So suggestive of the nature of the Ovder, so ancient,
and so much revered as that of St. Mungo. The Commercial
Lodge falls next to be noticed, and the name is intimately
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gonnected with the principles of the Ovder. We give prowmi-
nence to the necessity of labour, the value of industry, and the
importance of commercial intercourse in advancing the well-
being of the luman race by promoting morality, and fostering
that brotherly regard upon which its happiness so materially
‘depends.  In the name “Thistle and Rose™ we have distinet
reference to the patriotic clement. It ealls to our recollection
the union of England and Scotland, and the consequent advan-
tages that attended thas union ; and the Ireemasons of Mngland
and Scotland, however strongly attached they may be to their
respective countries, however highly their patriotism may run,
would never wish to sce that union severed, and a less kindly
feeling existing between the countries than at present.  Whilst
Freemasonry fosters patriotism as a virtue, it recognises union
as a necessity. The name ¢ Union and Crown” brings to our
minds the iden of loyalty—a quality which strongly predominates
in every Freemasow’s heart.  We are eminently loyal; we
invariably speak of the Queen and the Craft in the same breath.
This name is well represented on this oceassion by my large-
hearted and truly loyal friend, Bro. Gillies, & man who sticks
to the union and vows by the crown. Bro. M Taggart con-
cluded by tendering anew his thanks to the ILW.M. and
members of Shettleton St. John, and expressed a hope that the
principles which tho names of the lodges represented would
continue to be respected by the Order and adhered to by the
brethren of the provinee of Glasgow.

Bros. Wallace, Gillies, MRobert, &e., having also appro-
priately returned thanks on behalf the visiting brethren.

The toast of *The Health of Bro. M Leod, R.W.M., and the
office-bearers of the Lolge St. Joan, No. 12S,” was proposed
in a very kindly and warm-hearted manner by the Prov. G.
Secretary, and was honoured most enthusiastically,

The R.W. Master, in a pithy speech, returned thanks for
himself and oflice-bearers for the honour just done them by the
Prov. G. Sec., and for the cordial manner in which the brethren
had received the toast. Iun the course of other toasts that

followed, the R.W.M. proposed that of the “ Masonie Press,”
identifying with that toast the name of Bro. James Stevenson
of the FREEMASONS’ MAGAZINE AxD MasoNic Mirror, London
and Glasgow, who was present amongst them this evening. In
the course of his remarks the R.W.M. introdnced to the notice
of the brethren the advantages afforded by having a special
medinm of their own, for conveying Masonic information and
for the ventilation of all questions aifecting the interests of the
Order; these advantages were fully afforded by the Masonic
Magazine, of which DBro. Stevenson was the representative
-editor for Scotland, and to whom they were much indebted for
the courteous and attentive manner in which he tended for the
interests of Scots Masonry in the Magazine, as evidenced by
the numerous reports of Scots Masonic proceedings and articles
generally of interest to Scots Masons, that had recently appeared
in its pages.

The toast having been received with the highest honours,

Bro. Stevenson returned his cordial thanks.  He gave a short
retrospective view of Freemasonry as lie had found it on his
arrival in Seotlwd,  Aud in veferring to the motion recently
brought before the Provincial Grand Lodge of a Musonic eduei-
tional scheme for Glasgow, he hailed with pleasure this step as
one taken in the right direction, and as evidencing a desire on
the part of Seotch Masons to wipe off' the reproach at present
attaching to F'recmasonry in Seotland, that she—so pre-eminent
as a warm-hearted nation, and her eapital adorned by some of
the most useful educational establishients in Great Britain—
should be so utterly defleient of Masonie educational and bene-
volent institutions. This great want was peculiar to Scoteh
Masonry, for even in Ireland Masonie benevolent and educational
institutions existed, and were creditably supported and con-
ducted, whilst in England we have the three great Masonic
charities of the Royal Masonic Institution for the Sons of Free-
masons, a similar institution for the daughters of I'rcemasons,
and the Iustibution for Aged Freemasons and their widows.

Other toasts having been given and duly honoured, the
brethren were called again to labour, and the lodge was closed
according to ancient custom. We should add that during the
time of refreshment, the happiness of the brethren was further
promoted by some excellent singing from Bros. M‘Leod, Gillies,
Deans, Livingstone, &e.

—_—
RENFREWSHIRE (WEST.)

GREENOCK.—ZLodge Greenock Kilwinning (No. 12).-—The

annual general meeting of this lodge for the election of office-

bearers was held in the Council Chambers, on the evening of St.
Andrew’s Day, the 30th ult, when the following brethren were
elected for the ensuing year :—DBros. E. Blackmore, R.W.M.; J.
B. Crawhall, LP.OL ; J. Fleming, D.M.; A. Tasker, S.W.; D.
Shaw, J.\W.; J. R. Allison, Treas.; T. B. Newton, Sec.; Rev,
C. Cole, B.D., Chap.; Rev. A, Fullarton, Assist. Chap.; W. C.
Tennant Sloan, Architeet; J. Morrison, S.D.; J. R. Clarke.
J.D.; D. Middleton, Dir. of Music; A. Roxburgh, 8. Steward;
1. Cunningham, J. Steward ; A, Hamilton, L.G.; and James
Hannah, Tyler.

GRrEENOCK.—S?. Johi's Lodge (No. 173).—The annual meet-
ing of this lodge for the election of office-bearers for the current
vear, was held in the lodge hall on the evening of St. Andrew’s
Day, 30tk ult. The following were elected :—Bros, Donald
Anderson, WML T, Po Muir, SW.; H. B. Crawfurd, J.W. 3
A. Boag, Sec.; J. Herriot, Treas,; Rev. W. Ross, Chap. ; Alex.
Mann, 2.D.; J. Hogg, J.D.; W. Wright, Ist S.; D. MInnes,
2nd S.: H. Chalmers, 3rd S.; J. B. S. Colling, 4th §,: R. Urie,
PAL; AL MQaster, DML P.OL Black and 1. Morison, O.M.;
AL Cruden, L.G.; and J. Doun, Tyler,

Port (iLAsGoW.—ZLodye Doric Kilwinning (No. 68).—Ab a
meetine of this ancient lodge held on the evening of the 3rd
instant, in the lusonic Hall, Gillespie-lane, the following
brethren were elected office-bearers for the ensuing year, viz. :—
Rroz. D. MLelland, RAW.DL; Ross, SV, ; Holm, J.W.; Frane,
S.D.; Grabam, J.D.; Forgie, See.; Iunter, Treas.; Walpole,
Chap.; Weir, S.; N. M‘Intyre, LG.; and Watson, Tyler.

IstE oF Cramrat.—Lodge Kelburn (No. 459).—The usual
mouthly meeting of this lodge was held on the Gth inst., when
there were present all the oflice-bearers and an unusnally large
number of hrethren, including many visitors.  The lodge was
opined in the first degree by Bro. the Rev. H. H. Richardson,
AL, RWAL, assisted by Bros. A. Dickson, 8.W.; Captain
Gibies, J.W,, &e.  After the minutes of the previous meeting
had been read and confirmed, the lodge was raised to the second
degree, when Dro. John Wilsen was examined previous to being
raised.  The R.W.ML congratulated the examinee on the great
proficiency he had made in the art of Ireemuasonry since his
initiation, and especially complimented the instructor, (Bro. W.
Wishart) on the way his pupil had been able to answer various
questions on the first and second degrvees.  Having been
entrusted, Rro. Wilson withdrew whilst the lodge was being
raised to the third degree, when, on his re-entry, he was duly
raised to the sublime degree of M.M. After the charges had
been delivered, the lodge was lowered fo the first degree, when
the following brethren were nominated as office-bearers for the
ensuing yvear, the installation to take place on St. John’s Day:
—Bros. the Lev. H. H. Richardson, A.4., R.W.M. (re-elected) ;
A. Dickson, 8.\, {re-elected); A, M‘Kay, J.\W. ; J. Ross, Treas,
(re-elected); W. Wishart, Sec.; D. Crawford, Dir, of Cers.; J.
McGown, 20.D., 8.D. (ve-elected); A. Hunter, J.D. (ve-elected) ;
J. King, I Hunter, and J. MacMillan, Stewards; A. Houston,
LG.; and W, M Wha, Tyler. A great and unanimous feeling
of regret was expressed at Bro. Captain James Gillies feeling it
his duty to decline being nominated for re-election to the chair
of J.W., which he had tilled since the opening of the lodge.
He explained to the brethren that his duties, especinlly during
the summer months, made his attendance at the lodge so irregular
that he felt it to be right, notwithstanding the strong wishes of
the meeting that he shonld aceept office, to resign his ehair in
favour of some other brother who could be more certain of
attending regularly:  The R,W.AL gave the thanks of the lodge
to Bro. Gillies for the great aid and assistance which bhe had
given to the lodge, not only since its foundation, but in helping
the movement so effectively to start the Ledge Xelburne in the
island, It was further debermined that the lodge shonld cele-
brate St. John's Day hy giving a-Masonic ball on the evening
of that day, and a committec wasappointed to carry out arrange-

‘ments similar to those of last year, which gave so much satis-

faction.  After some further private business the lodge was
closed in due form. We may meition that this lodge, which
was only established in September, 1866 (and conscerated on
Decemsber 21st, 1866) with thirteen members, now has fifty-
three on its books, of whom thirty have been initiated by the
present 1WA Considering that the total population of the
island is only about 1,200, women aud children ineluded, this
shows that the principles of F'reemasonry are gradually being
brought to the knowledge of most of these capable of rccei\'ing
them in this remote place.
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ROYAL ARCH.

METROPOLITAN.

Rose oF Dexiark Cuarrer (No. 975).—A quarterly con-
vocation of this chapter was held at the Star and Garter Hotel,
Kew Dridge, on Saturday, the 7th inst. The chapter was duly
opened by Comp. W. H. Hubbard, M.E.Z., assisted by Comps.
J. Terry, H.; R.W. Little, P.Z., as %, ; J. Brett and H. G. Buss,
DP.ZJs. After the admission of the companions and the con-
firmation of the minutes, favourable ballots were taken for Bros,
H. A, Allman and A. Frickenhaus, of the Whittington Lodge,
No. 862; A. H. Longhurst, J.I. 780; and G. C. Danks, also of
780; all of whom being in attendance, were then regularly
exalted to the supreme degree of the Royal Arch. The several
elections of officers for the ensuing year resulted as follows:—
Comps. Terry, Z.; Pendlebury, I1; W. K. Smith, J.: Little,
P.Z., 8.E.; Powell, S.N.; Busg, P.Z., Treasurer; Tarner, P.S.;
and Gilbert, Janitor. A PZs jewel was unanimously voted to
Comp. Hubbard for his cfficient services during the past year,
and also the sum of £5 to Comp. Little, P.Z.—who has under-
kaken the duties of Steward at the Festival of the Royal Masonic
Benevolent Institution in Januavy, 1868—in order to constitute
him a Life Governor of the male branch of that excellent insti.
tution. We may add that the Rose of Denmark Lodge—of
which Comp. Little is a P.}M.—also voted £5to be placed on his
list as Steward for that lodge. The chapter was then closed,
and cighteen companions sat down to a banguet comprising all
the delicacies of the season, and which were admirably served.
The usunal toasts followed. Comp, W. Ough, %. 7.19, responded
for the visitors, and expressed himself highly gratified with the
proficient working of the officers, as well as with the bounteous
hospitality extended to the guests of the chapter.

DEVONSIIIRE.

Torses.—Pleiades Chapler (No. 710).—This chaplor has long
beenin aboyance, only two or three meetings having heen held sineo
its formation in 18G4, as tho property was lost by the fire which
destroyed the ladgo roem, and has but lately heen replaced. On
Thursday, 5th inst., the chapter was, however, vesuseitated, smm-
monses having heen issued for a convocation to ho lield at high
noon on that day. Of course, wnder tho civeumstances, thore
was but a small muster, but fow hrethren in Totnes having been
exalted to this supreme degreo. The chaptor was presided over
by Comps. tho Rev. John Bowden, ME.Z.: Dr. Lopkins, D%,
acting as H.; and John Ioath, J., and after it had heen opened
in duc form the companions wero admitted. A hallot was {taken
for Gomp. Pridham, of 106 and 112, as a joining member; also
Bros. Cooke and Stafiord as candidates for oxaltation. Al thase
proved unanimous in favour, and tho ceremonios wero proceeded
with, Comp. Dr. Hopkins acting as Principal Sojourner. Tho
newly-exalted companions thon vetived, and on fheir return to
the chapter they were instrueted in the mystical, prophetical, and
historienal portions of the degree, the first locture being given in
& most lucid manner, showing a full comprehension and approcia-
of its import, by the Rev. J, Bowden, and the other two by
Comp. Dr. Hopkins,  Comip. (ico. Heath, B, @nve notice of a
proposition to reduce tho joining fee from one guinen 1o fon
shillings and sixpence.  Comp. Dr. Hopkins was proposed as a
joining member hy Comps. ALE.Z and J. The chapter was ¢losed

soon after three o'clock, and the companions dined towether at tho

Seven Stars Hotel. separating at half-past four ta prepave for
the ovening meeting of Crait lodge.

YORKSHIRE (NORTH AND- TASRTY

SearBORovGIL—OUd Globe Chapler (No, 200).—0n Wednos-
day, the Lth inst.. the members of this chapter held their regular
convoeation. The chapter was opened at seven o'vlock in the
evening by Comps
Woodall, TL: and W, . Rooke, J.; supported hy Camps, 11, C.
Martin, Seribe I.: Tir Armitage, Seribe No: T W, Furthing,
P, Soj.: RUH. Peacock: and Wm. Peacock, ixt. Sof.: .
Raper, Janitor : Rev. 1L Blano, and several othors,  The records
of the last convoention were read by Seribe I8, contivined by the
companions present, and signed by the three Prineipals, Dro.
George John Cayley, was balloted for and cloeted a eandidato for
exaltation to the I.R.A. of Jerusalem. Dro. isher, Royal
Ladge, Filoy, {Dro. Mervin, 01d Glohe Lodge, Searherough, ])'m—
viously clected, and Bro. Cayloy were then exalted to the [LA.
degree and received as companions of the holy Order. The 1.7,
then gave the bistory of the degree, tho ISIL the symbolical
explanation. and the M.E.Z. next imparted the mystical know-
ledgo with several esplanations, The chapter was then closed.

- James Fredeviek  Spurr, MEZo: JoWL

MEETINGS OF THE LEARNED SOCIETIES FOR
THE WEEK ENDING DECEMBER 21st, 1867.
Tuespay, 16th.—Institution of Civil Engincers, at 8.

The annual general meeting for the election of the

council and officers, &e. .
WepNEsDAY, 186h.—Society of Arts, at 8.

Wepyespay, 19th—GEorocIcar Sociery, ab 8.

METROPOLITAN LODGE MEETINGS, zrc., FOR
THE WEEK ENDING DECEMBER 21st, 1867.

Moxpay, December 16th.—Grand Master's Lodge, 1,
Freemasons’ Hall.  British Lodge, 8, Freemasons’ Hall.
Lodge of Tmulation, 21, Albion Tavern, Aldersgate-
street.  Lodge of Felicity, 58, London Tavern, Bishops-
gate-street.  Lodge of Tranquillity, 185, Radley’s Hotel,
Bridge-street, Blackfriars. Panmure Lodge, 720, Lough-
barough Hotel, Loughborough-park, Brixton. Whitting-
ton Lodge, 862, LL, Bedford-row.  Royal Albert Lodge,
907, Freemasons’ Hall.

TvEspay, December 17.—Board of General Parposes,
at 3. Mouut Lebanon Lodge, 73, Bridee House Hotel,
Southwark. Tastern Star Lodgze, 95, Ship and Turtle
Tavern, Leadenhall-street.  Cadogan Lodge, 162, Free-
masons’ Iall.  Salisbury Lodge, 433, 71, Dean-strect,
Soho. Enoch Chapter, 11, Freemasons’ Hall. Mouné
Sinai Chapter, 19, Anderton’s Hotel, Fleet-street.

WepNEsDAY, Deeember 19th.—Lodge of Benevolence,
at 7 precisely.  Royal York Lodge of Perseverance, 7,
Freemasons’ Hall.  United Mariners’ Lodge, 80, George
Hotel, Aldermanbury. St. George’s Lodge, 140, Lecture
Tall, Greenwich. Lodge of Sincerity, 174, Cheshire
Cheese Tavern, Cratched Friars. Nelson Lodge, 700,
Masonic Hall, William-street, Woolwich. Mayburn
Lodge, 969, Freemasons’ Hall.

Tuvrsvay, December 19th.—House Com. Fem. Sch.,
ab School House, at 4.  Globe Lodge, 23, Freemasons’
Hall. Lodge of L'emperance, 169, Plough Tavern, Plough-
road, Rotherhithe. Manchester Lodge, 179, Anderton’s
Hotel, TFleet-street.  Victoria Lodge, 1,056, George
Hotel, Aldermanbury. South Norwood Lodge, 1,139,
Goat House Hotel, South Norwood.

Fripay, December 20th.—Lodge of Friendship, 6,
Willis” Rooms, King-street, St. James’s. Jordan Lodge,
201, Freemasons’ Hall. New Concord Lodge, 813,
Rosemary Branch Tavern, Hoxton.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

All communications to be addressed to 19, Salisbury-strect
Strand, London, W.C.

Owixg to the length of Grand Lodge report, and press of other
natter, we are compelled to postpone the publication of many
lodge reports until our next number,

T. K., PAL (Mlasonie Life-boat).—3We beg to refer you to the
advertisement in front page.

Quaker.—We do not aceept anonymous contributions.

PAL—The W.M, of his mother lodge may refuse him admission
after he has ceased to be a subseribing member. The by-laws
should provide for such cases.  The member in question does
not exhibit good taste nor proper Musonic feeling by present-
ing limself for admission under the circumstances. He cannot
insist on entering the lodge.

AL C.—You are correet ; the pevson referred to has behaved in
a similar manner on previous occasions. He is an ill-con-
ditioned fellow.

D. L.—The disgraceful exhibition which took place on the last
occasion should be prevented for the fubure. The M.\, the
Grand Master has, for the last quarter of a century, held the
high position he has just been re-elected to with satisfaction
to all, and he has the entire confidence of the whole Order—
perbaps ¢hat individual only excepted.

W. R, 1$°%—Your communication will appoar in our next.




